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STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA. 


rear.  No.   815.    First   Appellate  District.— February   7,   1907.] 
PISHBB  AMES,  Respondent,  v.  TERESA  BELL,  Appellant. 

AooouNT — ^Pleading — ^Bill  op  Particulars — Purpose  of  Code  Provi- 
sion.— ^The  purpose  of  the  provisions  of  section  454  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Proeednre,  that  "it  is  not  necessary  for  a  party  to  set 
forth  in  a  pleading  the  items  of  an  account  therein  alleg^ed,  but 
be  must  deliver  to  the  adverse  party,  within  five  days  after  a  de- 
mand therefor  in  writing,  a  copy  of  the  account,  or  be  precluded 
from  giving  evidence  thereof,'*  is  to  give  the  adverse  party  rea- 
sonable notice  of  the  items  constituting  the  claim  he  is  required  to 
meet,  so  that  he  may  prepare  for  trial. 

Ib^ — Nature  of  Bill  of  Particulars — Amplification  of  Pleading — 
FuRTHBft  Order — Amendment. — The  bill  of  particulars  required  is 
in  the  nature  of  an  amplification  of  the  pleading  to  which  it  relates, 
and  it  is  to  be  construed  as  part  of  it  for  certain  purposes;  and 
when  the  court  or  judge  orders  "a  further  account  wnen  the 
one  delivered  is  too  general,  or  is  defective  in  any  particular," 
as  the  section  provides,  the  further  or  amended  account  is  to  bo 
construed  as  an  amended  pleading  for  certain  purposes. 

ID« — ^Waiver  of  Objection  to  Amended  Bill — Motion  at  Trial — Ob- 
JicnoN  to  Evidence. — Where,  after  the  furnishing  of  an  amended 
bUl  of  particulars  by  order  of  court,  the  defendant  made  no  objec- 
tion to  its  items  for  over  five  months,  and  until  the  very  moment  of 
trial,  objection  thereto  was  waived,  and  a  motion  then  made  for  a 
further  bill  of  particulars  came  too  late,  and  was  properly  denied. 
The  defendant  cannot  object  at  the  trial  to  any  evidence  coming 
within  the  general  scope  of  the  complaint  and  the  amended  bill  of 
partieulars. 

6  OsL  App.— 1  (1) 
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Id. — ^Effect  or  Amended  Bill— Pbiob  Bills  Bxjpesseded — New  Items 
— Waitxb  or  Objection. — The  amended  and  last  biU  of  partieulan 
ordered  by  the  eourt  superseded  former  bills,  and  it  may  include 
items  of  the  general  aeeount  for  services  not  before  specificallj 
mentioned  in  previous  bills,  and  where  evidence  relating  thereto  was 
given  without  objection,  and  no  motion  was  made  to  strike  it  out  as 
a  whole,  thfl  evidence  as  to  such  items  must  stand. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  triaL    John  Hunt,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

T.  Z.  Blakeman,  for  Appellant 

Theodore  J.  Boche,  for  Bespondent 

COOPER,  P.  J.— This  action  was  brought  to  recover  $8,500, 
balance  alleged  to  be  due  plaintiff  for  services  as  an  at- 
torney and  counselor  at  law,  performed  at  defendant's  in- 
stance and  request.  The  case  was  tried  with  a  jury,  and  a 
verdict  rendered  for  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $3,000,  upon 
which  judgment  was  entered.  Defendant  made  a  motion  for 
a  new  trial,  which  was  denied,  and  this  appeal  is  from  the 
judgment  and  the  order  denying  the  motion. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  evidence  is  insufficient  to  sustain 
the  verdict,  nor  is  there  any  suggestion  that  the  instructions 
to  the  jury  were  in  any  respect  erroneous.  The  main  con- 
tentions of  the  defendant  relate  to  a  bill  of  particulars  fur- 
nished by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  concerning  which 
error  is  claimed  in  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  make  an  order 
striking  out  the  bill;  in  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  compel 
the  plaintiff  to  furnish  such  bill  as  it  is  claimed  the  court 
ordered;  and  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  grant  the  defend- 
ant's motion  for  a  continuance  until  such  time  as  the  plaintiff 
should  have  furnished  a  bill  of  particulars  to  comply  with 
the  order  of  the  court.  As  these  alleged  errors  all  relate 
to  the  one  question  as  to  the  bill  of  particulars,  we  will  con- 
sider them  under  the  one  head. 

On  November  17,  1902,  upon  demand  of  defendant,  plain- 
tiff furnished  her  a  bill  of  particulars  which  contained  the 
item  of  $2,012.50  for  eight  hundred  and  five  consultationa 
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between  September  21,  1895,  and  October  27,  1898,  and  the 
item  of  $5,587.50  for  legal  services  rendered  at  the  request 
of  defendant  in  the  matter  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bell, 
deceased,  and  in  the  matter  of  the  guardianship  of  the  minors. 
Upon  motion  of  the  defendant,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day  of 
January,  1903,  the  court  made  an  order  directing  plaintiff 
to  make  and  deliver  to  defendant  a  further  bill  of  partic- 
nlars,  specifying  separately  the  services  rendered  in  the  es- 
tate of  Thomas  Bell,  deceased,  and  for  defendant  as  guard- 
ian of  the  minors,  and  the  dates  and  general  subjects  and 
nature  of  the  eight  hundred  and  five  consultations.  On 
February  14,  1903,  the  plaintiff  delivered  to  the  defendant 
an  amended  bill  of  particulars  in  response  to  the  order  that 
had  been  made  by  the  court  Defendant  claims  that  the 
amended  bill  of  particulars  did  not  comply  with  the  order 
of  the  court  in  certain  respects,  and,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  March,  1903,  the  court,  at  the  request  of  the  defendant, 
made  an  order  directing  the  plaintiff  to  furnish  defendant 
with  ''an  amended  and  further  bill  of  particulars."  On 
the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1903,  in  response  to  the 
second  order  of  the  court,  the  plaintiff  served  defendant 
with  an  amended  and  further  bill  of  particulars,  in  which 
he  gave  at  great  length  statements  of  services  in  the  vari- 
ous matters  connected  with  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bell,  de- 
eeased,  the  guardianship  matters,  and  his  various  services 
for  defendant  as  her  attorney.  This  amended  and  further 
bill  of  particulars  goes  into  detail  as  to  dates,  times,  places, 
time  occupied,  and  kind  of  services  rendered  for  the  de- 
fendant. It  takes  up  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  folios, 
or  nearly  half  the  transcript,  and  evidently  was  an  attempt 
in  good  faith  to  comply  with  the  order  of  the  court  It  was 
not  objected  to,  except  as  hereinafter  stated,  and  the  case 
was  set  down  for  trial  at  the  request  of  the  parties.  The 
deposition  of  the  defendant  was  taken.  The  case  was  not 
reached  on  the  trial  calendar  of  the  court  until  October  6, 
1903,  and  during  the  time  intervening  after  the  last  bill  of 
particulars  was  served  and  up  to  October  5,  1903,  a  period 
of  over  five  months,  no  objection  was  made  to  the  last  bill 
of  particulars,  and  no  intimation  by  defendant  that  she  would 
not  be  ready  for  trial.  On  the  day  the  case  was  called  for 
trial,  and  upon  only  one  day's  notice,  defendant  made  a 
notion  to  strike  from  the  files  the  last  bill  of  particulars, 
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and  asked  for  an  order  to  compel  the  plaintifls  to  fomiah 
another  bill  of  particulars,  and  for  a  continuance  of  the  case 
until  the  plaintiff  should  comply  with  the  orders  of  the 
court  already  made  in  regard  to  the  bill  of  particulars.  The 
court  denied  each  of  said  motions,  and  directed  the  parties 
to  proceed  with  the  trial.  In  this  the  court  did  not  abuse 
its  discretion.  As  to  whether  or  not  the  defendant  should 
have  used  more  diligence,  and  asked  for  relief  in  regard  to 
the  bill  of  particulars  before  the  trial,  so  as  not  to  interfere 
with  the  orderly  conduct  thereof  ,  and  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
amended  bill  of  particnlani  substantially  complied  with  the  or- 
der of  the  court,  were  matters  resting  largely  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  trial  judge.  It  is  provided  in  section  454,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  that  when  the  items  of  an  account  are 
not  set  forth  in  a  pleading  the  pleader  "must  deliver  to  the 
adverse  party,  within  five  days  after  a  demand  therefor  in 
writing,  a  copy  of  the  account,  or  be  precluded  from  giv- 
ing evidence  thereof.  The  court  or  judge  may  order  a  fur- 
ther account  when  the  one  delivered  is  too  general,  or  is  de- 
fective in  any  particular. '*  The  purpose  of  the  above  sec- 
tion is  to  give  the  adverse  party  reasonable  notice  of  the 
items  constituting  the  claim  which  he  is  required  to  meet, 
so  that  he  may  prepare  for  trial.  It  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
amplification  of  the  pleading  to  which  it  relates,  and  is  to 
be  construed  as  a  part  of  it  for  certain  purposes.  It  has  the 
effect  of  restricting  the  evidence  and  limiting  the  recovery 
to  the  matters  and  things  set  forth  therein,  provided  proper 
objections  are  made,  and  the  court's  attention  called  to  any 
material  departure  from  it  When  the  court  or  judge  or- 
ders a  further  account  or  bill  of  particulars,  as  the  section 
provides  may  be  done,  the  further  or  amended  account  is 
to  be  construed  as  an  amended  pleading  for  certain  purposes. 
We  therefore  have  in  this  case  an  application  made  by  de- 
fendant, at  the  time  the  case  is  ready  for  trial,  for  an  or- 
der requiring  the  plaintiff  to  serve  a  further  account  or  bill 
of  particulars.  The  court  may  well  have  denied  the  motion, 
for  the  reason  that,  defendant  having  made  no  objection  to 
the  last  bill  of  items  served  upon  her  for  over  five  months^ 
and  not  till  the  moment  of  the  trial,  the  motion  came  too 
late.  {Dennisan  v.  Smith,  1  Cal.  437;  Connor  v.  Hutchi- 
$(m,  17  Cal.  279;  McCarthy  v.  Mt.  Tecarte  L.  dk  W.  Co., 
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110  CaL  687,  [43  Pac  891] ;  SUvq  y.  Bair,  141  Cal.  601,  [75 
Pao.  162].) 

Plaintiff  was  allowed  to  testifj,  under  defendant's  ok 
jection,  to  services  in  examining  the  claims  of  seven  cred- 
itors of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bell,  deceased,  one  being  a 
elaim  for  $16,000,  and  also  to  services  in  the  contested  claim 
of  one  Butler  against  the  estate  for  $1,600,  and  other  items 
of  like  character.  The  main  groimd  of  objection  to  the  evi- 
dence was  that  the  amended  bill  of  particulars  was  not  suffi- 
ciently specific,  did  not  set  forth  the  dates  on  which  the  sev- 
eral items  of  services  were  performed,  and  that  the  bill  of 
particulars  did  not  comply  with  the  order  of  court.  The 
matters  concerning  which  plaintiff  was  testifying  were  not 
whoUy  omitted  from  the  last  bill  of  particulars,  and  we  are 
of  opinion,  from  what  has  already  been  said,  that  the  de- 
fendant had  waived  the  right  to  any  further  bill  of  par- 
ticulars, or  to  object  to  any  testimony  within  the  general  scope 
of  the  complaint  and  the  amended  bill.  The  bill  of  particu- 
lars contained  the  following  items: 

*' Between  the  15th  and  18th  days  of  said  month  (October, 
1895),  he  examined  the  accounts  of  seven  creditors  of  said 
deceased,  and  thereafter  the  petitions  of  two  of  said  credi- 
tors, one  for  a  sale  of  real  estate,  and  the  other  for  an  or- 
der to  show  cause;  also  a  return  of  sale  thereon." 

''On  November  26,  1895,  he  prepared  and  filed  the  answers 
of  defendant  to  said  petitions  of  said  creditors;  thereafter, 
and  during  said  month  he  received  a  demurrer  to  said  an- 
swers and  examined  claims  of  P.  F.  Butler  and  Boos  Bros, 
against  said  estate." 

"During  said  period  of  time,  between  said  21st  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1895,  and  said  27th  day  of  October,  1898,  plaintiff 
was  obliged  to  and  did  appear  repeatedly  in  court,  upon  the 
hearings  and  trial  of  said  proceedings  hereinabove  specified. 
and  in  relation  to  matters  connected  with  the  administration 
of  said  estate." 

This  was  sufficient  to  notify  the  defendant  of  the  nature 
of  the  charge  in  the  estate  of  Thomas  Bell,  deceased,  and  the 
amount  of  the  charge  as  attorney  for  the  guardian  of  the 
minoiB^  and  authorized  evidence  as  to  the  nature  and  char- 
acter of  the  services  performed  under  each  heading  in  con- 
naotion  with  the  estate  or  the  guardianship  respectively. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6  KninJiiBA  t;.  Wilson.  [5  Cal.  App. 

The  defendant  complains  that  while  the  plaintiff  made  no 
charge  in  his  first  bill  of  particulars  for  his  services  rendered 
plaintiff  in  and  about  the  guardianship  of  the  Bell  minors, 
he  did  make  such  charge  in  the  last  bill.  The  amended 
and  last  bill  of  particulars  superseded  the  others,  and  we 
know  of  no  reason  why  it  might  not  include  all  services  ren- 
dered to  and  for  defendant  at  her  special  instance  and  re- 
quest. A  further  answer  to  the  last  contention  is  that  the 
evidence  given  by  plaintiff  relative  to  the  guardianship  was 
given  without  objection^  and  no  motion  was  made  to  strike 
it  out.  Counsel  for  defendant,  after  the  testimony  was  in, 
moved  to  strike  out  the  statement  of  plaintiff  as  to  consulta- 
tions with  defendant  in  regard  to  a  petition  to  revoke  her 
letters  of  guardianship,  but  the  motion  only  went  to  the  state- 
ment as  to  consultations. 

The  objection  to  the  inventory  and  appraisement  being 
received  in  evidence  as  to  the  value  of  the  estate  of  Bell  is 
extremely  technical,  and  the  ruling  not  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  a  reversal  of  the  case.  Not  only  this,  but  it 
is  not  clear  from  the  record  that  the  counsel  objected  on  the 
ground  that  the  inventory  and  appraisement  were  incompetent 
because  hearsay. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.   No.  840.    First  Appellate  District.— Febraaxy  8,   1907.] 

NELLIE  KILILLEA,  Respondent,  v.  KA.TE  WILSON  and 
WILLIAM  WILSON,  Appellants. 

i.onoK  lom  Indebtedness — Pleading — Legal  Conclusion  Impltin« 
Fact — Judgment  by  Detattlt. — A  eomplaint  averring  that  defend- 
ants '' within  two  years  last  past  beeame  indebted  to  the  plaintiff 
in  a  speeified  sum,  followed  by  other  proper  averments,  though  it 
states  a  legal  eonelusion  as  to  the  indebtedness,  merely  implying  thi 
material  faet,  is  sufficient,  in  the  absinet  of  a  demurrer,  to  support 
a  judgmaat  hj  default 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    John  Hunt,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  B.  Gibson,  for  Appellants. 

Davis  &  Klein,  for  Respondent 

TTATiLy  J. — ^This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  taken  by 
default  against  the  defendants,  who  neither  answered  nor  de- 
murred to  the  complaint 

The  only  point  raised  upon  the  appeal  is  that  the  complaint 
does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action, 
and  therefore  does  not  support  the  judgment 

The  complaint  simply  charges  ''That  defendants  are  hus- 
band and  wife,  and  within  the  two  years  last  past  became  in- 
debted to  the  plaintiff  in  the  City  and  County  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, State  of  California,  in  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  ($900) 
dollars,*'  followed  by  allegations  that  no  part  thereof  has 
been  paid  save  $280;  that  the  sum  of  $620  is  now  due;  that 
defendants  have  refused  to  pay  the  same  or  any  part  thereof, 
although  demand  has  been  made  therefor. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  general  allegation  of  indebtedness  is 
but  an  allegation  of  a  conclusion  of  law,  and  is  not  an  allega- 
tion of  a  fact,  and  therefore  the  complaint  states  no  cause  of 
aetion. 

Without  in  detail  discussing  the  various  cases  cited  by  ap- 
pellant in  support  of  his  position,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that 
in  a  case  later  than  any  cited  by  appellant,  it  has  been  held 
that  an  all^ation  of  a  conclusion  of  law,  which  cannot  be 
distinguished  in  principle  from  the  allegation  in  this  case, 
is  sufficient  to  support  a  judgment  by  default.  {Penrose  v. 
Winter,  135  Cal.  289,  [67  Pac.  778].)  In  this  latter  case 
there  was  no  allegation  of  nonpayment  of  a  debt  secured  by 
mortgage,  save  that  a  specified  sum  ''is  now  due  and  owing.'* 
The  court,  however,  upon  an  appeal  from  a  default  judgment 
held  the  allegation  sufficient  to  support  a  default  judgment, 
expressly  overruling  Bycm  v.  Holliday,  110  Cal.  337,  [42  Pac 
891],  where  the  contrary  was  held.  The  court  said:  "It 
is  true  that  the  allegation  was  made  in  the  form  of  a  l^al 
conclusion,  in  which  the  material  fact  was  merely  implied. 
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but,  in  the  absence  of  any  demurrer  such  faults  of  pleading 
are  cured  by  the  judgment** 

The  allegation  that  a  certain  sum  ''is  due  and  owing*'  is 
an  allegation  of  a  conclusion  of  law  of  the  same  kind  as  is 
the  allegation  that  defendants  became  indebted  to  plaintifF 
in  a  certain  sum.  There  is  no  difference  in  principle  be- 
tween the  two  forms  of  pleading.  The  case  of  Penrose  v. 
Winter,  135  Cal.  289,  [67  Pac  772],  is  decisive  of  the  point 
now  under  discussion. 

Judgment  is  affirmed. 

Oooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by 
the  district  court  of  appeal  on  March  8,  1907,  and  a  petition 
to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court,  after  judgment 
in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme 
court  on  April  8,  1907. 


[CIt.  Ho.  830.    lint  Appellate  Dittrlet.— Fdbroaiy  S,  1907.] 

P.  A.  ELLIOTT,  Administrator  of  Estate  of  ADA  M.  HUD- 
SON, Deceased,  Respondent,  v.  CHARLOTTE  K. 
CLARK,  Special  Administratrix  of  Estate  of  GEOROE 
HUDSON,  Deceased,  Appellant 

BinOBGEMENT     OF      TbUSTV— COMPLAINT— DBATH     OF    PARTUS— LaCHBS 

Barring  Aotion — Grnbial  Demurrer. — In  an  action  bj  the  admin- 
ifltiEtor  of  a  deceased  wife  against  the  adminiBtratrix  of  the  de- 
ceased hnsband  to  enf  oree  a  trust,  where  the  complaint  shows  that 
the  trust  arose  out  of  a  transaction  occurring  more  than  f ortj-flve 
jears  before  the  action  was  begun,  that  there  was  no  accounting 
between  the  parties,  that  an  accounting  would  invoWe  purchases 
and  sales  extending  through  more  than  fortj-flve  years,  and  after 
their  death,  it  is  manifest  that  the  court  cannot  do  complete  justice 
at  so  late  a  daj,  such  laches  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint 
as  to  bar  way  right  of  action,  and  the  defense  thereof  maj  be 
laised  hy  general  demorrfir  to  the  complaint,  which  it  was  error  to 
•Terrula. 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  triaL    J.  C.  B.  Hebbard,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eourt 

If.  C.  Hassett,  and  D.  H.  Whittemore,  for  Appellant. 

WuL  H.  Chapman,  and  B.  F.  Mogan,  for  Bespondent 

HALL,  J. — ^Plaintiff,  aa  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Ada 
M.  Hudson,  deceased,  brought  this  action  against  Charlotte 
E.  Clark,  as  special  administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Gtoorge 
Hudson,  deceased,  to  obtain  a  decree  that  certain  real  prop- 
erty, the  legal  tiUe  to  which  was  in  said  George  Hudson  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  was  acquired  and  held  by  him  in 
trust  for  Ada  M.  Hudson,  and  for  her  estate  since  her  death, 
and  for  an  accounting  of  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  of  said 
property.  Defendant  demurred  to  the  complaint  on  the 
ground  that  the  complaint  did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action.  The  court  overruled  the  de- 
murrer, and  defendant  now  urges  that  the  court  erred  in  so 
doing,  and  we  think  this  contention  must  be  sustained. 

The  real  point  of  the  demurrer  is  that  the  complaint  upon 
its  face  shows  such  laches  on  the  part  of  plaintiff  and  his 
intestate  as  to  bar  any  right  of  action  upon  the  matters  set 
forth  as  plaintiff's  cause  of  action.  That  this  defense  may 
be  raised  by  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint  where  the 
laches  is  apparent  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint  is  well 
settled  in  this  state.  (Kleinclaus  v.  Duiard,  147  Cal.  245, 
[81  Pao.  516] ;  BM  y.  Hudson,  73  CaL  285,  [2  Am.  St  Bep. 
791,4Pac.791].) 

This  action  was  commenced  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  June, 
1899.  It  is  alleged  in  the  complaint  that  Ada  M.  Hudson 
and  Oeorge  Hudson  intermarried  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
December,  1853,  and  continued  to  be  husband  and  wife  until 
the  death  of  Ada  M.  Hudson,  which  occurred  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  May,  1897.  George  Hudson  died  March  12, 
1898.  It  is  further  alleged  that  prior  to  the  said  marriage 
Ada  M.  Hudson  did  deliver  to  George  Hudson  the  sum  of 
about  four  thousand  dollars  to  be  invested  for  her  by  him. 
That  he  did,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November,  1853, 
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purchase  a  certain  piece  of  real  estate,  and  as  a  part  of  the 
purchase  price  thereof  paid  the  said  $4,000,  but  took  the  title 
thereto  in  his  own  name.  That  he  thereafter  sold  said  prop- 
erty  for  $13,000,  and,  with  the  consent  of  the  said  wife,  in- 
vested the  proceeds  in  real  estate,  and  thereafter  in  various 
ways  invested  her  money  so  that  when  he  died  he  held  in  his 
own  name  several  described  pieces  of  real  property.  It  is 
alleged:  ''That  as  a  portion  of  the  consideration  for  the  con- 
veyance to  him  of  all  of  said  real  property  so  owned  by  him 
at  the  time  of  his  death,  the  said  George  Hudson  did  pay 
and  deliver  the  said  moneys,  and  the  accumulations  thereof, 
of  said  Ada  M.  Hudson  so  delivered  to  him  by  said  Ada  M. 
Hudson  in  trust  to  invest  the  same  for  her  use  and  benefit.'' 
In  other  words,  it  is  charged  that  a  portion  of  the  property 
held  by  George  Hudson,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  pur- 
chased with  proceeds  arising  from  the  $4,000  delivered  to  him 
by  Ada  M.  Hudson  in  1853. 

It  is  further  alleged  that  neither  said  George  Hudson  nor 
the  defendant  ever  rendered  an  accounting  *'of  such  moneys 
received  by  said  George  Hudson  as  aforesaid." 

It  is  thus  seen  that  plaintiff  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  the 
aid  of  a  court  of  equity  to  establish  and  enforce  a  trust  and 
claim  growing  out  of  a  transaction  that  occurred  more  than 
forty-five  years  before  the  bringing  of  the  action,  the  action 
being  brought  after  both  parties  to  the  original  transaction 
have  died. 

We  think  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  complaint  bring  this 
case  within  the  rule  laid  down  in  Kleinclaus  v.  Dutard,  147 
Cal.  245,  [81  Pac.  516],  where  the  defense  of  laches,  raised 
by  demurrer  to  a  complaint  to  enforce  an  alleged  trust  grow- 
ing out  of  a  transaction  thirty-five  years  old  was  sustained. 
In  this  latter  case  the  suit  was  brought  by  the  brother  and 
sister  of  Hypolite  Dutard,  and  the  administratrix  of  the  es- 
tates of  the  father  and  mother  of  said  Hypolite  Dutard, 
against  the  executors  of  the  will  of  said  Dutard.  It  was  al- 
leged that  on  the  death  of  the  father  of  said  Dutard  in  1865 
he  took  possession  and  charge  of  a  produce  business  of  the 
father,  in  trust  to  manage  and  conduct  the  same  for  the  bene- 
fit of  his  mother,  brothers  and  sisters  and  himself.  He  man- 
aged the  business  until  the  death  of  the  mother  in  1875,  and 
then  again  repeated  his  promises  to  manage  and  conduct 
the  business  and  property  for  the  benefit  of  his  brothers  and 
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sisters  and  himself.  It  was  expressly  alleged  that  ''he  never 
denied  or  repudiated  said  trost  or  his  said  agreements  and 
promises,  but  always  kept  and  lived  up  to  them'*;  that  "he 
did  always — from  his  father's  death  until  his  death — ^admit 
and  acknowledge  his  said  promises,  and  that  he  always 
promised  to  account  and  pay  over  the  respective  shares  when- 
ever the  same  were  demanded."  It  was  also  in  terms  al- 
leged that  he  had  never  accounted  or  paid  over  to  any  of 
the  beneficiaries  an3rthing  except  that  he  had  in  part  sup- 
ported his  mother  during  her  life.  It  appeared  that  from 
the  proceeds  of  the  original  business  Dutard  accumulated  a 
large  fortune.  It  was  held  that  a  court  of  equity  in  such 
a  case  should  refuse  to  entertain  the  action  by  reason  of  the 
laches  of  plaintiffs.  It  was  there  said :  ''Following  the  maxim 
that  equity  aids  the  vigilant  and  not  those  who  slumber  on 
their  rights,  it  has  been  universally  declared  that  only  con- 
science, good  faith  and  reasonable  diligence  can  call  a  court 
of  equity  into  activity,  and  that,  entirely  independent  of 
any  statutory  period  of  limitations,  stale  demands  will  not 
be  aided  where  the  claimant  has  slept  upon  his  rights  for  so 
long  a  time,  and  under  such  circumstances  aa  to  make  it  in- 
equitable to  enter  upon  an  inquiry  as  to  the  validity  thereof. 
Where  such  is  the  condition  the  demand  is,  in  a  court  of 
equity,  barred  by  laches.  .  •  .  The  doctrine  of  laches  may  be 
invoked  in  every  class  of  cases,  even  in  the  case  of  an  ex- 
press trust." 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  alleged  trust  arose  out  of  a  trans- 
action occurring  more  than  forty-five  years  before  the  bring- 
ing of  the  action,  which  was  brought  after  both  parties  to  the 
original  transaction  were  dead.  The  alleged  trust  arises  out 
of  the  investment  of  $4,000  belonging  to  Ada  M.  Hudson, 
who  was  then  Mrs.  Elliott,  in  a  piece  of  property  bought  by 
George  Hudson  in  his  own  name,  and  the  entire  purchase  price 
of  which  is  not  given  in  the  complaint  It  is  simply  alleged 
that  the  $4,000  was  paid  ''as  part  of  the  purchase  price  of  the 
said  real  property."  If  this  were  true,  a  resulting  trust  arose 
in  favor  of  Ada  M.  Hudson  to  an  interest  in  said  property 
in  the  proportion  that  $4,000  bore  to  the  entire  purchase 
price  of  the  property. 

It  is  next  alleged  that  the  property  was  subsequently  sold 
for  $13,000,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  again  invested  by 
■aid  Qeorge  Hudson.    Under  the  allegations  of  the  complaint 
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8oin«  part  of  that  $13,000  was  presumptively  the  property 
of  Qeorge  Hudson. 

It  is  next  alleged  that  Gteorge  Hudson  in  various  ways 
did  invest  the  money  of  Ada  M.  Hudson,  and  was  at  the  time 
of  his  death  the  owner  of  five  several  pieces  of  land,  a  portion 
of  the  purchase  price  of  which  was  paid  out  of  the  money 
delivered  by  her  to  him,  and  the  accumulations  thereof. 

From  the  whole  complaint  it  is  apparent  that  the  court 
could  only  arrive  at  the  respective  rights  of  the  parties  by 
going  into  an  investigation  of  the  particulars  of  purchases 
and  sales  of  property  covering  a  period  of  over  forty  years. 
Both  parties  to  the  original  transaction,  out  of  which  plain- 
tiff's alleged  claim  arose,  being  dead,  it  is  manifest  that  it 
would  be  practically  impossible  for  a  court  at  this  late  day 
to  do  complete  justice.  This  is  a  ground  for  a  court  of  equi^ 
to  refuse  relief.  (Story's  Equity  Jurii^rudence,  sec.  1520a; 
Eleinclaus  v.  Dutard,  147  Cal.  245,  [81  Pao.  516] ;  18  Am.  ft 
Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  105.) 

We  think  the  complaint  upon  its  face  shows  such  laches  as 
to  bar  any  right  of  action  in  plaintiff,  and  the  demurrer 
should  have  been  sustained.  The  conclusion  to  which  we 
have  come  on  this  point  makes  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  the 
question  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  sustain  the 
findings  of  the  court. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed  and  the  cause  re- 
manded, and  the  court  directed  to  sustain  the  demurrer, 

CSooper,  F«  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J^  concurred. 


[dr.  No.  248.    Third  AppeUate  Distriet.— Febnisxy  9,  1007.] 

ROBERT  P.  JANSEN,  AppeUant,  v.  SOUTHERN  PACIFIC 
COMPANY,  Respondent 

NlGUQINd — CONTBIBUTOBT    NeOUOXNOI — InsTBUCTIOK— APPUOABnJTT 

TO  EvoBNCS. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  sustained  hy  defendants'  train  while  plaintiff  waa  crossing 
the  track,  where  the  evidence  dearly  shows  that  if  plaintiff  and 
defendant  were  both  negligent,  their  negligence  was  contemporaneous 
and  concurrent,  and  extending  up  to  the  veiy  time  of  the  accident, 
an  instruction  to  the  effect  that  if  the  juxy  belisva  that  plaintiff 
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did  not  «zeTei0e  reaaonable  and  ordinar7  eare  io  prevent  the  injuij 
he  cannot  recover,  notwithetanding  defendant's  negligence,  unleM 
it  waa  gro88|  willful  and  intentional,  ie  not  objectionable,  for  not 
using  the  words  ''proximate  contributoij  negligence,"  nor  for  not 
stating  the  rule  of  "the  last  clear  opportunity. '* 

Id. — ^"Pboziicatb  Contributoet  Nmuqxnos'' — ^DEfnnriON. — ^'Proxi- 
mate contributoiy  negligence"  is  that  negligence  of  plaintiff  which 
in  a  natural  and  continuous  sequence,  unbroken  bj  anj  inde- 
pendent cause,  contributes  to  the  injuries,  and  without  which  the  in- 
juries would  not  have  occurred. 

iM^^-CofmauTOKt  NioxjexNcn  ov  Tbatblib  GiUMUor«  Tbaoe— Vail- 
UBB  TO  Look  amd  Listen.— It  is  the  duty  of  a  timveler  when  at- 
tempting to  cross  a  railroad  tzack  to  look  and  listen  for  an  approach- 
ing train,  and  it  is  contributory  negligence  for  him  to  expose  himself 
to  danger  without  making  anj  effort  to  ascertain  whether  a  train 
was  approaching  hy  which  he  was  injured. 

Id. — INSTBUCTIONS  TO  BK  BSAD  ToOKTHXBr— PSOXIICATI  OONTBUiUTlON.— 

Instructions  are  to  be  read  together;  and  where  an  instruction  was 
embodied  in  the  charge  as  to  the  negligence  of  plaintiff,  caution- 
ing the  jury  that  they  must  find  whether  "plaintiff  was  guilty 
of  negligence  which  proximately  contribated  to  his  injuries,"  the 
omission  of  "proximate  contributory  negligence"  ia  the  partieular 
instruction  objected  to  was  not  prejudiciaL 

Id. — INAFPUGABLB  INSTBUOTION — ^"LA8T  GLBAB  OPPOBTUinTT"— ACTUAL 

Kkowlxdgk  OV  Pkbil  Essential. — An  instruction  as  to  the  "last 
clear  opportunity"  was  wholly  inapplicable  where  there  was  nothing 
in  the  evidence  to  support  it.  It  is  essential  to  the  applicability  of 
the  doctrine  of  later  negligence  of  the  engineer  that  he  must  have 
been  actually  aware  of  plaintiff's  danger  in  time  to  hare  obviated 
it;  and  where  the  evidence  shows  that  after  his  diseoveiy  of  plain- 
tiff's peril  and  inattention  to  danger  the  engineer  did  all  he  could 
to  prevent  the  accident,  no  later  negligence  on  his  part  existed. 

iDw^lNSTBUOTION   AS   TO   WlLLTUL   INJUBT   NOT   PBBJUDXOIAL.— ThOUgh 

defendant  vronld  have  no  right  in  any  event  to  injure  the  plaintiff 
wantonly,  willfully  and  with  an  intentional  purpose  to  hurt  him,  and 
though  an  instruction  on  that  subject  might  have  been  eliminated, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no  issue  or  evidence  as  to  wanton  and 
intentional  injury,  its  presence  could  not  prejudice  the  appellant. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Alameda  Counly,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 
8.  P.  Hall,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

D.  M.  Delmas,  and  Gibson  &  Woolner,  for  Appellant 

P.  F.  Dunne,  for  Bespondent 
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BURNETT,  J.— This  is  an  action  for  damages.  It  was 
occasioned  by  serious  personal  injuries  received  by  appellant 
at  Encinal  station,  Alameda,  on  the  railroad  of  respondent, 
and  which  were  due,  so  it  is  alleged,  to  the  negligence  of  re- 
spondent in  running  its  train  ''at  an  improper  and  negligent 
rate  of  speed  and  at  an  improper  and  negligent  point  of  time 
without  notice  of  warning  of  any  kind  whatever,  and  so 
negligently  that  it  ran  upon  said  plaintiff  and  threw  him  to 
the  ground.'* 

The  case  is  somewhat  unique  in  this,  that  no  objection  by 
either  party  was  made  to  any  of  the  testimony;  only  five 
simple  instructions  were  requested  by  appellant,  and  three 
by  respondent;  without  substantial  modification  they  were 
dl  given  by  the  court  and  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  in  favor 
of  the  corporation. 

By  the  learned  counsel  for  the  appellant  only  one  point 
is  deemed  sufficiently  vulnerable  to  merit  attention  and  invite 
attack.  With  commendable  brevity  and  simplicity  it  is 
urged  that  prejudicial  error  was  committed  by  the  court  in 
giving  the  following  instruction:  ''I  instruct  you  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  plaintiff  to  have  a  reasonable  regard  for  and 
pay  such  reasonable  attention  as  a  reasonable  man  under 
such  circumstances  should  pay  to  the  preservation  of  his 
own  life  and  limb,  and  if  the  jury  believe  from  the  evidence 
that  he  did  not  on  that  occasion  exercise  such  reasonable  and 
ordinary  care  as  the  average  reasonable  man  would  exercise 
uinder  like  conditions,  he  cannot  recover  in  this  action,  what- 
ever may  have  been  his  injuries,  or  whatever  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  unless  the  negligence  of  the  defendant  was 
gross,  willful  and  intentional  and  exhibited  an  intentional 
purpose  to  hurt  him."  It  is  suggested  that  this  instruction 
is  open  to  two  objections — ^that  is,  in  attempting  to  state  the 
rule  of  contributory  negligence  the  essential  element  of 
''proximate"  contribution  has  been  omitted,  and  again,  that 
it  takes  no  account  of  the  doctrine  of  the  "last  clear  oppor- 
tunity," or,  as  aptly  expressed  by  appellant's  counsel:  "It 
tells  the  jury,  in  effect,  that,  even  though  the  engineer  dis- 
covered the  plaintiff  in  time  to  have  avoided  injuring  him 
by  the  use  of  ordinary  care,  yet,  he  was  not  guilty  of  action- 
able negligence,  though  he  failed  to  use  such  care,  unless  he 
purposely  ran  over  him,  with  the  intention  of  hurting  him." 

In  support  of  each  objection  one  authority  is  cited,  and  no 
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fault  can  be  found  with  the  doctrine  of  either.  The  first  is 
found  in  Deering's  Digest,  volume  2,  page  2058,  No.  123,  and 
is  as  follows:  ^'The  rule  releasing  a  defendant  from  respon- 
sibility for  damages  because  of  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff 
is  limited  to  cases  where  the  act  or  omission  of  the  plain- 
tiff is  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury/'  It  is  hard  to 
conceive  of  any  authority  holding  differently.  In  support 
of  the  second  objection  appellant  invokes  the  case  of  Harring- 
ten  V.  Los  Angdes  By.  Co.,  140  Cal.  514,  [98  Am.  St  Rep. 
85,  74  Pac  15],  wherein  it  is  declared  that  ''no  purpose  or 
design  ...  to  injure  was  essential  to  defendant's  liability." 
In  the  consideration  of  the  first  objection  is  involved  the 
significance  of  the  expression,  ''proximate  cause."  The  term 
scarcdy  needs  definition,  as  it  is  so  familiar  to  the  profession. 
Shearman  and  Bedfield,  in  their  work  on  Negligence,  section 
26,  however,  declare  that  "the  proximate  cause  of  an  event 
must  be  understood  to  be  that  which  in  a  natural  and  continu- 
ous sequence,  unbroken  by  any  new  independent  cause,  pro- 
duces that  event,  and  without  which  that  event  would  not  have 
occurred."  "Proximate  contributory  negligence,"  then,  must 
be  that  negligence  which  "in  a  natural  and  continuous  se- 
quence, unbroken  by  any  new  independent  cause,"  contrib- 
utes to  the  injuries  and  without  which  the  injuries  would 
not  have  occurred.  But  it  is  apparent  from  the  evidence  in 
the  ease  that  the  occasion  did  not  demand  the  definition  of 
"proximate  contributory  negligence,"  and  it  is  equally  ob- 
vious that  the  omission  from  the  instruction  of  the  word 
"proximate"  or  its  equivalent  could  not  have  prejudiced  the 
api)ellanl  This  is  indubitably  so  because  there  could  be  no 
controversy  as  to  whether  appellant's  "contributory  negli- 
gence" was  proximate  or  not.  The  evidence  all  shows  that 
appellant's  negligence,  assuming  it  to  exist,  continued  up 
to  the  very  moment  of  the  accident,  "unbroken  by  any  new 
independent  cause  and  without  which  that  event  would  not 
have  occurred."  This  is  manifest  from  the  testimony  of  ap- 
pellant himself.  In  his  accoimt  of  the  accident  he  says:  "I 
boarded  the  first  car,  the  smoking  car— next  to  the  tender. 
I  was  going  to  the  city.  After  I  got  on  the  platform  I  turned 
around  and  saw  my  wife;  she  made  a  motion  with  her  hand, 
as  I  understood  to  recaU,  signaling  to  come  back.  ...  My 
intention  was  to  come  down  again  the  way  I  came  up  on  that 
platfonn,  but  there  were  people  getting  on  there  still,  so  I 


Digitized  by 


Google 


16  Jaksbn  i;.  Southsbn  Pacifio  Ck>.     [5  CaL  App. 

stepped  off  on  the  other  side,  the  north  side  of  the  train. 

•  .  .  My  purpose  was  to  go  to  the  sidewalk  and  wait  until 
that  train  had  withdrawn  from  the  station  and  go  to  my 
wife  and  see  what  she  required  of  me  when  she  recalled  me. 

•  •  •  The  train  was  headed  toward  the  west,  and  I  was  turned 
northeast  with  my  back  toward  the  engine.  I  was  going  to 
the  northeast  comer  of  Lafayette  street  and  Encinal  avenue. 
In  order  to  do  that  I  had  to  cross  the  northerly  track.  The 
northern  and  southerly  tracks  are  11.95  feet  apart  During 
the  six  years  I  had  traveled  there  I  had  observed  that  the 
trains  never  met  there  at  the  station,  according  to  a  rule  of 
the  company  of  which  I  had  read,  that  the  trwi  would  not 
pass  on  the  double  track  in  Alameda,  at  stations.  After  step- 
ping off  the  car  I  was  not  conscious  of  anything;  I  didn't 
even  feel  the  blow.  As  I  got  off  to  cross  that  track  on  the 
northerly  side  of  the  train  I  was  leaving  I  did  not  turn  at 
all  in  the  direction  in  which  the  train  might  be  coming  from 
the  mole.  I  stepped  down  with  my  back  in  that  direction. 
I  did  not  stop  to  look  or  listen  or  to  see  if  any  train  was 
coming.  I  may  have  taken  two  or  three  steps.  I  couldn't 
say  whether  I  got  to  the  track,  whether  I  was  between  the  rails 
or  at  the  side  of  the  track.  I  think  I  got  hit  almost  im- 
mediately after  I  got  off  the  train." 

From  the  foregoing  account  it  could  be  argued  plausibly 
that  at  any  moment  from  the  time  he  left  the  train  until 
he  was  struck,  plaintiff  could  have  avoided  the  accident  by 
the  use  of  ordinary  caution — such  caution  as  ''a  person  of 
ordinary  prudence  would  use  for  his  own  protection  under 
the  sam«  circumstances,  in  view  of  the  danger  to  be  avoided." 
That  plaintiff's  negligence  was  the  *' proximate"  contributing 
cause  of  the  injury  is  not  open  to  discussion,  if  he  was  guilty 
of  any  negligence  at  aU.  That  he  was  actively  at  fault  in 
voluntarily  exposing  himself  to  danger  without  making  any 
effort  to  ascertain  whether  a  train  was  approaching  from  the 
opposite  direction  seems  established  by  the  weight  of  au- 
thority. The  doctrine  of  the  cases  is  embodied  in  the  fol- 
lowing quotations  from  Shearman  and  Bedfield,  section  476: 
'*It  is  a  rule  of  almost  invariable  application  that  a  traveler 
who  knows  or  is  bound  to  know  that  he  is  about  to  cross  the 
track  of  a  railroad,  upon  which  trains  may  lawfully  run  at 
greater  speed  than  ordinary  vehicles  upon  highways,  must 
look  and  listen  for  appzoaehing  trains  before  even  attempt- 
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ing  to  cross  the  track.  He  must  do  this  every  time  that  he 
crosses  the  track,  even  if  he  goes  to  and  fro.  He  should  in 
this  manner  make  sure  that  the  crossing  is  safe  and  dear 
before  using  it.  He  ought  not  to  take  any  chances.  A  trav- 
eler must  look  in  every  direction  from  which  engines  could 
possibly  come.  .  .  .  One  who  stands  or  lingers  on  the  track 
must  cantimuUly  look  and  listen.  •  .  .  It  is  no  excuse  for 
failure  to  look  and  listen  that  the  traveler  did  not  think,  just 
then,  about  the  railroad  or  its  dangers,  or  that  his  attention 
was  diverted  by  some  trivial  matter,  or  that  he  believed  that 
aU  traiTis  stopped  short  of  the  crossing,  or  that  no  regular 
train  was  due,  or  that  a  train  had  recently  passed,  or  that 
the  usual  or  statutory  signals  of  approaching  trains  were  not 
given.^^ 

The  decisions  of  our  supreme  court  are  to  the  same  effect 
(Holmes  v.  Southern  Pac.  C.  By.  Co.,  97  CaL  161,  [81  Pac. 
834] ;  Bailey  v.  Market  St.  By.  Co.,  110  Cal.  323,  [42  Pac 
914] ;  Everett  v.  Los  Angeles  etc.  By.  Co.,  115  CaL  105,  [43 
Pac  207,  46  Pac.  889] ;  Sego  v.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  137  CaL 
405,  406,  [70  Pac.  279].)  £[ence  with  some  reason  defendant 
might  have  contested  the  propriety  of  submitting  to  the  jury 
at  all  the  question  of  negligence.  However,  in  view  of  the  con- 
flict in  the  evidence  as  to  whether  respondent  transgressed 
its  rule  in  reference  to  trains  passing  at  the  station  and  as 
to  whether  the  usual  signals  were  given,  and  keeping  in 
mind  the  testimony  of  appellant  that  he  relied  upon  said 
rule,  it  may  have  been  proper  to  allow  the  jury  to  deter- 
mine whether  under  all  the  circumstances  appellant  was 
chargeable  with  such  contributory  negligence  as  to  preclude 
recovery.  But  assuredly  no  question  could  arise  as  to 
whether  that  "contributory  negligence '*  was  proximate  or 
otherwise.  Again,  the  instructions  must  be  read  together,  as 
the  authorities  hold,  and  it  is  not  necessary  for  one  to  con- 
tain all  the  elements  when  the  omission  is  supplied  by  other 
instructions.  What  the  court  meant  by  the  negligence  of 
plaintiff  is  shown  by  four  instructions  given  at  the  request 
of  plaintiff.  They  conclude  with  this  caution:  ''unless  you 
further  find  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  negligence  which 
proximately  contributed  to  his  injuries.''  There  could  have 
been  on  the  subject  no  misunderstanding  in  the  minds  of  the 
jurors. 

6  CaL  App.— a 
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What  has  been  said  will  apply  in  part  to  the  farther  an* 
imadversion  of  appdlant.  There  was  no  room  for  the  applica- 
tion of  the  doctrine  of  ''earlier  and  later  negligence/'  or, 
as  some  of  the  decisions  express  it,  ''of  the  last  clear  op- 
portunity/' The  negligence  of  plaintiff  and  the  negligence 
of  def  endanty  assuming  them  to  exist,  were,  without  contro- 
versy, contemporaneous  and  concurrent  and  extending  up  to 
the  very  time  of  the  accident  And  if  we  are  to  apply  the 
strict  doctrine  of  Everett  y.  Los  Angeles  Co.,  115  Cal.  128, 
[43  Pac.  207,  46  Pac.  889],  the  rule  could  not  apply  be- 
cause of  the  continuing  neglect  of  plaintiff  and  his  ability 
at  any  moment  up  to  the  time  of  the  accident,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  the  slightest  care  and  effort,  to  put  himself  out  of 
danger.  But  to  justify  the  instruction  of  which  complaint 
is  made  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  to  the  limit  of  the  Everett 
case.  It  is  sufScient  to  say  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  any 
last  dear  opportunity,  or  to  show  that  the  negligent  acts  of 
the  parties  were  distinct  and  independent  of  each  other  and 
that  the  engineer  could  have  stopped  the  train  after  knowing 
of  plaintiff's  danger.  Indeed,  as  a  complete  answer  to  appel- 
lant's contention,  it  is  submitted  that  all  the  evidence  shows 
that  the  engineer,  after  his  discovery  of  plaintiff's  dangerous 
situation,  notwithstanding  his  right  to  assume  that  plaintiff 
would  avoid  the  accident,  did  all  that  he  could  to  prevent  it. 
The  only  evidence  that  could  arouse  a  suspicion  to  the  con- 
trary is  found  in  the  testimony  of  one  B.  S.  Wheeler,  an  ap- 
parently honest  witness,  who  thinks  that  when  plaintiff  step- 
ped upon  the  track  the  train  was  twenty  or  thirty  or  fifty 
feet  away.  This,  however,  is  merely  a  guess  on  his  part.  In 
this  connection  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  doctrine  of 
later  negligence  rests  upon  the  assumption  that  the  engineer 
must  have  been  actually  aware  of  plaintiff's  danger  in  time 
to  obviate  it  and  not  upon  the  proposition  that  by  the  exer- 
cise of  more  or  less  diligence  he  might  have  discovered  plain- 
tiff's peril  earlier.  {Herbert  v.  Scuthem  Pacific  Co.,  121  Cal. 
227,  [53  Pac.  651] ;  Harrington  v.  Los  Angeles  By.  Co.,  140 
CaL  514,  [98  Am.  St.  Rep.  85,  74  Pac.  15].)  The  latter  case, 
eited  by  appellant,  affords  him  no  comfort.  In  that  ease  there 
was  evidence  of  a  "last  clear  opportunity,"  and  that  deceased, 
realizing  his  danger,  made  an  earnest  effort  to  escape.  The 
court  there,  nevertheless,  declares  that  the  liability  of  defend- 
ant for  his  failure  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to 
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plaintiff  who  is  himself  negligent,  ariaes  only  when  he  dis- 
eoven  plaintiff  in  a  dangerona  position  and  nnder  snoh  cir- 
emnstances  as  prednde  the  assumption  that  the  injured  party 
UfiU  or  can  get  out  of  the  way.  Of  course,  in  any  event,  the 
defendant  would  have  no  right  to  injure  the  plaintiff  wan- 
tonly, willfully  and  with  ''an  intentional  purpose  to  hurt 
him,"  but  in  view  of  the  fact  that  in  the  case  at  bar  there 
was  no  evidence  and  no  issue  raised  as  to  any  wanton  and 
intentional  injury,  this  feature  might  have  been  elimin- 
ated from  the  instruction  in  question,  but  its  presence  there 
eonld  not  possibly  injure  appellant. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
areaflSrmed. 

Har^  J.y  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[CSt.  No.  204.    First  Appellate  District.— Febniaxy  16,  1007.] 

P.  R.  LBONHABT,  Respondent,  v.  CALIFORNIA  WINE 
ASSOCIATION,  AppeUant 

AonoN  worn  Bbxlor  of  GoNntAor— Pubohasb  of  Grapes— Ddtebxnt 
Kinds  and  Psiges — ^Pleadinq — Shbinkaob  in  Weioht— Demubbsb 
FOB  Unobrtaintt — ^Habmless  Ebaob. — In  an  action  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  breaeli  of  a  contract  to  purchase  grapes  of  different  kinds 
and  prices,  where  damage  ivas  claimed  for  rejection  of  one  kind 
and  loss  on  resale,  and  also  for  shrinkage  in  weight  bj  reason 
•f  delay  in  acceptance  of  the  grapes  at  maturity,  of  over  fortj-five 
tons,  a  demurrer  for  uncertaintj  in  not  stating  what  shrinkage 
occurred  in  each  kind  of  grapes  at  a  designated  price  should  have 
been  sustained;  but  where  it  appeared  in  evidence  at  the  trial  that 
the  shrinkage  was  in  onlj  one  kind  of  grapes  delivered,  the  error 
was  harmless,  and  not  ground  for  reversal  of  a  judgment  for  plain- 
tiff. 

Oft^— IJNGBBiTAiN  Pleadinq  Lixs  Othib  Ebboe  Aftbb  TEiAL,^-The  same 
rule  applies  to  errors  in  overruling  demurrers  for  uncertainty  in 
pleading,  after  trial  of  the  issues,  that  applies  to  the  errors  of  the 
eourt.  The  error  must  be  not  merely  abstract,  but  must  be  preju- 
iieial  and  injurious,  to  amil  the  appellant^  otherwise  he  has  no 
iBasi  tm  SHiplaint. 
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Ib« — ^TKRICS  of    Ck>NTBAOr  as    to    DflSLIVEBY  OF    GKAPES — iNOONSISTSiTT 

Defense  of  Custoic — ^Pabol  Evidbnoe  Inadhissibia. — A  eustom  m 
to  the  delivexj  of  grapes  in  small  installments,  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  written  eontraet  for  their  delivery,  consti- 
tutes no  defense  to  the  action  for  its  breach;  and  the  contract  being 
certain  in  its  terms,  parol  proof  of  usage  is  not  competent  to  yuij 
it 

Id*— -JuBT  Tbial— Bbqubst  fob  Special  VBRDici>--EEFusAir— Ebbob 
NOT  Shown — ^Pbxsuicptions  upon  Appeau — ^Where,  upon  the  trial 
of  the  action  bj  jury,  defendant  requested  a  special  verdiet,  which 
was  refused,  and  the  record  upon  appeal  fails  to  specify  upon  what 
issues  it  was  requested,  no  error  is  shown  in  the  refusal.  Error 
wiU  not  be  presumed  upon  appeal;  but  all  intendments  are  in  favor 
of  the  regularity  of  the  action  of  the  trial  court. 

Id. — Etidenge— Delay  of  Otheb  Pebsons  in  Delivebt  of  Gbapbs. — 
Evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  persons  ether 
than  the  plaintiff  were  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  their  grapes  was 
admissible,  not  to  show  that  plaintiff  was  also  delayed,  but  to 
show  the  congested  condition  and  lack  of  facilities  at  the  winery  of 
the  defendant  for  accepting  grapes. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Fresno 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial.  George  £. 
Churdi,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Pillsbury,  Madison  &  Sutro,  and  Johnston  &  Jones,  for  Ap- 
pellant. 

The  complaint  was  uncertain,  and  the  court  erred  in  over- 
ruling  the  demurrer.  {Mallory  v.  Thomas,  98  Cal.  644,  83 
Pac  757;  Grandona  v.  Lovdal,  70  Cal.  161,  11  Pac  623.) 
The  custom  as  to  the  delivery  of  the  grapes  was  a  proper 
defense,  and  the  defendant  should  have  been  allowed  to  prove 
it  (12  Cyc.  1082,  and  cases  cited.)  The  test  is  whether,  if  the 
custom  had  been  written  into  the  contract,  it  would  render 
it  insensible  or  inconsistent  (12  Cyc.  1092;  The  AUda,  1 
Abb.  Adm.  171;  Bendenau  v.  Bullock,  147  N.  Y.  269,  41  N. 
B.  661;  Ah  Tong  v.  Earl  Fruit  Co.,  112  CaL  679,  45  Pac  7; 
McKeefrey  v.  ConnelUvUle,  56  Fed.  42,  5  C.  C.  A.  482; 
Robinson  v.  United  States,  13  Wall.  363,  20  L.  Ed.  653.)  The 
court  erred  in  refusing  the  written  request  for  a  special  ver- 
dict in  writing  upon  issues  specified  therein.    The  court  must 
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grant  aach  reqaeat    (Code  Civ.  Proa,  aec  625,  aa  amended 
1905.) 

h.  L.  Cory,  for  Beapondent 

Under  the  proofa  at  the  trial,  any  error  in  overralingr  fhe 
demurrer  for  uncertainty  appeara  not  prejudiciaL  {Hol- 
land V.  McDade,  125  Cal.  353,  58  Pac.  9;  Stephenson  v.  Deuel, 
125  Cal.  656,  58  Pac.  258 ;  Alexander  v.  Central  Lumber  Co., 
104  CaL  536,  38  Pac.  410.)  The  contract  waa  definite  and 
certain  as  to  terms  and  could  not  be  varied  by  evidence  of 
usage  or  custom.  {Withers  v.  Moore,  140  Cal,  591,  74  Pac. 
159;  Corwin  v.  Patch,  4  Cal.  204;  Polhemus  v.  Heiman,  60 
CaL  438;  Ah  Tong  v.  Earl  Fruit  Co.,  112  Cal.  679,  45  Pac. 
7;  Hughes  v.  Bray,  60  Cal.  284;  Moran  v.  Prather,  23  Wall. 
499-501,  23  L.  Ed.  121 ;  Partridge  v.  Insurance  Co.,  15  Wall. 
579,  21  L.  Ed.  229;  Bernard  v.  Kellogg,  10  Wall.  383,  19 
L.  Ed.  987.)  No  error  appears  in  the  record  as  to  the  refusal 
of  the  request  for  a  special  verdict  and  error  cannot  be  pre- 
sumed. {Sheehy  v.  Shirm,  103  Cal.  325,  37  Pac.  393;  In  re 
Toakam,  103  Cal.  503,  37  Pac.  485;  Budel  v.  Los  Angeles 
County,  118  Cal.  281,  50  Pac.  400;  McLennon  v.  WUcox,  126 
CaL  51,  58  Pac.  305.) 

KERRIGAN,  J.— This  is  an  action  brought  by  the  repond- 
ent  against  the  appellant  to  recover  damages,  claimed  to 
have  been  sustained  by  respondent  through  the  failure  of  ap- 
pellant to  carry  out  the  terms  of  a  contract  for  the  purchase 
of  grapes. 

The  amended  complaint  alleges  that  respondent  delivered 
to  appellant  a  certain  quantity  of  different  kinds  of  grapes 
specified  in  the  contract,  and  by  reason  of  the  delay  of  ap- 
pellant in  accepting  the  grapes  as  they  matured,  a  large 
portion  of  the  grapes  which  were  delivered  had  shrunk  in 
weight  to  an  amount  exceeding  forty-five  tons;  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  grapes,  the  Malagas,  was  rejected  altogether; 
that  the  Malaga  grapes  were  then  sold  for  the  highest  market 
price,  and  the  appellant  charged  the  difference  between  the 
amount  actually  realized  and  the  contract  price. 

The  action  was  tried  before  a  jury,  which  rendered  a  ver- 
diet  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff.    The  appeal  is  from  the  judg- 
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menty  and  from  the  order  denying  defendant's  motion  for  a 
new  trial 

Appellant  demurred  specially  to  tlie  amended  complaint  on 
the  ground  that  it  could  not  be  determined  therefrom  what 
portion  of  the  shrinkage  in  an  amount  exceeding  f orfy-fiye 
tons  occurred  in  the  Zinfandel  grapes  delivered,  what  por- 
tion occurred  in  the  Burger  grapes  delivered,  what  por- 
tion occurred  in  the  Faher  Zagos  grapes  delivered  and  what 
portion  occurred  in  the  Sultana  grapes  delivered.  The  eon- 
tract  fixes  the  price  for  each  of  the  first  three  kinds  named 
at  $16  a  ton,  and  that  of  the  last  kind  named  at  $15  a  ton. 
Had  the  price  to  be  paid  for  each  variety  of  grapes  been 
the  same  it  would  have  been  immaterial  how  the  shrinkage 
was  distributed.  The  complaint  is  uncertain  in  the  respect 
pointed  out  in  the  demurrer,  and  it  should  have  been  sus- 
tained. The  error,  however,  is  highly  technical,  and  con- 
cerns a  mere  trifle  in  amount.  Only  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  loss  could  have  been  in  the  $15  a  ton  variety,  for  the 
ecnnplaint  shows  that  but  a  little  over  three  tons  of  that 
variety  were  delivered,  and  then  again  the  evidence  discloses 
that  the  shrinkage  was  in  the  Zinf andels  alone.  The  error 
is  harmless,  and  does  not  affect  the  case.  The  court  will  not 
reverse  a  judgment  for  such  an  error.  In  the  case  of  Alex- 
ander V.  Central  L.  &  M.  Co.,  104  Cal.  536,  [38  Pac.  410], 
it  is  said:  ''It  is  not  in  all  cases  where  error  has  been  com- 
mitted by  trial  courts  in  overruling  demurrers  to  complaints 
upon  the  grounds  of  ambiguity  or  uncertainty,  that  this  court 
will  order  a  reversal  of  a  judgment  based  upon  a  trial  of  the 
issues  made  by  the  complaint  and  answer.  The  same  rule 
applies  to  errors  of  this  character  as  is  invoked  as  to  all  other 
errors  of  the  court.  It  must  not  be  a  mere  abstract  error, 
but  it  must  be  prejudicial  and  injurious  error  in  order  to  avail 
appellant;  otherwise  he  has  no  cause  of  complaint"  (See, 
also,  Holland  v.  McDade,  125  Cal.  353,  [58  Pac  9] ;  Stephen^ 
son  V.  Dewey,  125  Cal.  656,  [58  Pac.  258].) 

The  appellant  in  its  answer  set  up  as  a  special  defense 
that  the  crushing  capacity  of  the  winery  at  which  these 
grapes  were  to  be  delivered  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  tons 
per  day,  and  that  the  amount  of  grapes  which  might  be  de- 
livered at  the  winery  under  ordinary  conditions  was  in  ex- 
cess of  nine  thousand  tons  during  a  season  lasting  usually 
about  ninety  days;  that  because  of  the  impossibility  of  hand- 
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ling  at  the  winery  at  one  time  all  the  grapes  of  one  season^ 
it  was  known  aad  understood  by  all  persons  delivering  grapes, 
including  respondent,  to  be  customary  for  each  person  to 
deUyer  each  day  at  the  winery  only  such  proportion  of  the 
daily  capacity  of  the  winery  as  all  the  grapes  to  be  delivered 
by  each  individual  for  each  season  bore  to  the  whole  amount 
of  grapes  to  be  delive:*ed  to  the  appellant  during  such  sea- 
son; that  this  custom  was  well  known  to  respondent  at  the 
time  of  entering  into  the  contract,  and  constituted  one  of  the 
conditions  thereof,  and  that  it  was  in  accordance  with  this 
custom  that  appellant  notified  respondent  not  to  deliver  his 
grapes  at  the  winery  during  the  season  of  1904  at  a  greater 
rate  than  one  or  two  loads  per  day.  The  contract  provides 
that  respondent  will  sell  and  deliver  his  grapes  at  certain 
prices,  etc.,  ''and  payment  will  be  made  as  the  grapes  are 
delivered.''  The  trial  court  took  the  view  that  these  allega^ 
tions  did  not  constitute  a  defense  to  the  written  contract 
sued  on  by  respondent.  Under  the  terms  of  the  contract, 
respondent  could  make  as  many  deliveries  within  a  given 
time,  say  a  day,  as  he  pleased,  and  upon  delivery  he  was 
entitled  to  payment  The  written  contract  makes  no  limita- 
tion as  to  deliveries.  The  alleged  custom  would  have  limited 
the  deliveries  to  one  or  two  loads  a  day,  and  in  that  respect 
would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  written  contract.  A 
custom  inconsistent  with  the  terms  of  a  written  contract  is 
not  the  proper  subject  matter  of  a  defense.  In  the  case  of 
Withers  v.  Moore,  140  CaL  591,  [74  Pac.  159],  the  defend- 
ant contended  that  the  contract  sued  upon  was  subject  to 
A  certain  custom.  In  that  ease,  pages  596,  597  of  180 
CaL  [pages  160,  161,  74  Pac],  it  is  said:  ''The  con- 
tract as  made  by  the  cablegrams  and  explained  in  the 
letter  is  not  uncertain  with  respect  to  that  point  in  ques- 
tion. It  is  a  i>ositive  agreement  by  the  defendant  to  buy 
the  coal  in  question  of  the  plaintiff  at  the  price  of  twenty- 
four  shillings  and  three  pence  per  ton,  to  be  delivered  to  him 
free  of  any  expense  of  freight,  insurance,  exchange  or  duty, 
all  of  which  were  to  be  paid  by  the  plaintiff.  To  attach  to 
this  contract  the  custom  of  San  Francisco,  the  effect  of  which 
would  be  that  if  the  cargo  was  not  received  until  after  July 
1st,  1894,  the  defendant  would  pay  thirty-five  cents  less  per 
ton  than  the  price  agreed  upon,  would  be  to  vary  the  terms 
of  a  written  contract  by  parol  evidence.    The  Code  provides 
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that  evidence  may  be  given  of  'usage,  to  explain  the  trae 
character  of  an  act,  contract,  or  instrument,  where  such  true 
character  is  not  otherwise  plain;  but  usage  is  never  admis- 
sible, except  as  an  instrument  of  interpretation.'  (Code  Civ. 
Proc,  sec.  1870,  subd.  12.)  And  in  accordance  with  this 
principle  it  has  been  held  that  it  is  not  competent  to  vary 
a  written  contract  by  parol  proof  of  a  custom  where  the  con- 
tract is  certain  in  its  terms.  {HoUoway  v.  McNear,  81  Cal. 
156,  [22  Pac.  514] ;  Milwaukee  Co.  v.  Palatine  Co.,  128  Cal. 
74,  [60  Pac.  518] ;  Ah  Tong  v.  Earl  Fruit  Co.,  112  CaL  681, 
[45  Pac.  7] ;  Burns  v.  Sennett,  99  Cal.  363,  [33  Pac.  916].)" 

The  appellant  urges  that  the  trial  court  should  have  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury  certain  special  issues  requested  by  it 
Upon  this  point  the  bill  of  exceptions  shows  only  this:  ''The 
defendant  California  Wine  Association  requested  the  court 
in  writing  to  direct  the  jury  to  find  a  special  verdict  in  writ- 
ing upon  certain  issues  in  the  case  specified  in  such  written 
request,  but  the  court  declined  to  direct  the  jury  to  fiind  a 
special  verdict  in  writing  upon  all  or  any  of  the  issues  as 
requested  by  this  defendant,  and  this  defendant  duly  and 
regularly  excepted  to  the  failure  of  the  court  to  so  instruct 
the  jury."  The  record  fails  to  specify  what  the  request  was 
or  upon  what  issues  the  appellant  desired  a  special  verdict. 
It  fails  to  point  out  any  error.  Error  will  not  be  presumed, 
all  intendments  being  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  ac- 
tion of  the  trial  court.  {Sheehy  v.  Shinn,  103  Cal.  325,  [37 
Pac.  393] ;  In  re  Yoakum,  103  Cal.  503,  [37  Pac.  485] ;  Budel 
V.  Los  Angeles  Co.,  118  CaL  281,  [50  Pac.  400] ;  McLennon  v. 
Wilcox,  126  CaL  51,  [58  Pac.  305] ;  People  v.  Clark,  121  CaL 
633,  [54  Pac.  147].) 

The  plaintiff  was  permitted,  over  the  objection  and  excep- 
tion of  the  defendant,  to  show  that  persons  other  than  the 
plaintiff  were  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  their  grapes.  To 
take  the  testimony  of  one  witness  by  way  of  example,  speak- 
ing of  deliveries,  T.  E.  Chipman  said:  "My  experience  was 
I  got  from  one  to  two  loads;  very  seldom  two  loads.  ...  I 
saw  36  teams  delivering  there.  I  didn't  stay  there  night  and 
day.  I  left  my  wagon  and  would  go  there  next  day  with 
my  team,  and  get  in;  if  I  couldn't  I  would  wait  all  day  and 
go  back  home  at  night  again,  and  go  again.  That  in  the  way 
1  got  my  grapes  delivered.  That  was  the  condition  as  long 
§M  I  was  there.    I  had  to  get  a  number  from  the  office.    Each 
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man  went  in  in  rotation  in  accordance  with  the  number  he  got 
from  the  office.  They  would  not  accept  them  in  any  other 
way/'  The  testimony  was  not  admitted  to  show  tiiat  be- 
cause others  were  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  their  grapes, 
plaintiff  was  also  delayed.  It  was  admitted  to  show  the  con- 
gested  condition  and  lack  of  facilities  at  the  winery  for  ac- 
cepting grapes. 

It  is  claimed  the  court  erred  in  other  of  its  rulings  en  the 
admission  of  evidence,  and  that  it  erred  in  the  rejection  of 
certain  evidence,  and  in  a  motion  to  strike  out  certain  testi- 
mony. We  have  examined  the  rulings,  and  are  of  the  opinion 
that  no  error  was  committed  regarding  them. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirm^ 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 


[dv.  No.  840.    Second  Appellate  DiBtriet.— Vebmaiy  18, 1907.] 

WILLIAM  RILEY,  Respondent,  v.  THE  LOMA  VISTA 
RANCH  COMPANY,  Appellant,  and  W.  W.  HOWARD 
and  W.  L.  RILEY,  Codefendants. 

New  Tual— Apfxal  noM  Obde&— iNsurnoixNCT  of  Evidsnob— Er- 
rscT  or  BxvEBSAL. — A  reveraal  bj  the  appellate  court  of  aa  order 
denying  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  assigned,  that  the  findings  were 
not  justified  by  the  evidence,  has  the  effeet  to  award  to  the  parties 
a  new  triaL  The  parties  occupy  the  same  position  under  such  re- 
▼ersal  as  though  no  trial  had  oyer  been  had.  The  ease  is  before 
the  court  below  for  trial  de  novo  of  all  issues  of  tMt,  upon  such 
proper  amendments  to  the  pleadings  as  the  oourt  may  allow;  sad 
the  parties  have  the  right,  upon  the  new  trial,  to  introduce  any  and 
aU  competent  evidence. 

Id. — Eebonbous  Jddohsnt  upon  Moteoh,  without  TUaIt— Fobiob 
JuDOMXNT  AOAiNST  CoDsrsNDANTS. — ^Whcro  the  superior  court, 
after  the  going  down  of  the  remittitur,  awarded  judgment  in  favor 
•f  the  respondent  against  the  appellant  upon  motion,  based  upon 
a  former  judgment  rendered  in  his  favor  against  codefendants  of 
the  appellant,  without  any  trial  or  findings  of  fact  against  the  ap- 
peOaat,  the  judgment  is  erroneous  and  must  be  reversed. 

ID^— ABsraroB  07  'FaaoK^  not  WAivsD-^uDeiCBNT  not  Suppobtbd-* 
ov  AmAlt  NOV  WiJTXAr-Theie  being  ae  findings  and  no 
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waiver  of  findings,  the  judgment  is  unauthorized.  It  cannot  be 
deemed  supported  bj  the  former  findings  set  aside  upon  reversal 
The  mere  failure  of  appellant's  counsel  to  object  to  the  procedure 
adopted  by  the  court  did  not  have  the  effect  to  waive  the  right  of 
the  appellant  to  appeal  from  the  erroneous  and  unsupported  order 
and  judgment  rendered  against  appellant  npoA  motion,  without  the 
new  trial  allowed  bj  this  court. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
AngeleB  County.    Frank  F.  Oster,  Judge  Presiding. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Barstow  &  Variel,  for  Appellant 

Will  D.  Gould,  and  James  H.  Blanchard,  for  Bespondent 

SHAW,  J. — ^The  appellant  issued  to  one  Howard  its  ware- 
house receipt  for  a  quantity  of  hay.  A  part  of  the  hay  had 
been  delivered  when,  by  assignment,  the  respondent  acquired 
title  to  this  receipt,  demanded  the  balance  of  the  hay,  and 
upon  failure  to  deliver  the  same  instituted  suit  against  the 
Loma  Vista  Ranch  Company  for  the  value  thereof,  making 
as  parties  defendant  in  said  suit  Howard  and  one  W*  L. 
Riley,  who  was  respondent's  immediate  assignor.  Upon  the 
trial  he  obtained  judgment  against  Howard  and  W.  L.  Riley, 
but  as  against  the  Loma  Vista  Ranch  Company  it  was  ad- 
judged that  plaintiff's  (respondent's  here)  complaint  be  dis- 
missed and  that  said  company  have  judgment  for  its  costs. 
The  respondent  moved  for  a  new  trial,  which  motion  was,  by 
order  of  court,  denied,  and  on  his  appeal  therefrom,  this  or- 
der was  reversed  without  any  qualification.  {BUey  v.  Loma 
Yista  Ranch  Co.,  1  Cal.  App.  488,  [82  Pac.  686].) 

On  November  24,  1905,  and  after  the  remittitur  had  been 
filed  in  the  superior  court,  judgment  was  rendered  on  motion 
in  favor  of  respondent  William  Riley,  and  against  the  Loma 
Vista  Ranch  Company,  and  from  tiiis  judgment  the  latter 
appeals  on  the  judgment-rolL 

The  order  of  reversal  was  general  and  not  qualified  by  any 
specific  direction,  the  ground  assigned  therefor  being  that 
the  findings  were  not  justified  by  tiie  evidence. 

The  effect  of  this  reversal  was  to  award  to  the  parties  a 
trial  of  tho  case.     {Falkner  y.  Hendy,  107  CaL  49-54, 
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[40  Pac.  21,  886] ;  Myers  v.  McDonald,  68  Cal.  163,  [8  Pac. 
809] ;  Irmn  v.  Towne,  43  Cal.  23 ;  Kellogg  v.  King,  114  Cal. 
878,  [66  Am.  St  Eep.  74,  46  Pac.  166].) 

The  position  occupied  by  the  parties  was  identically  the 
same  under  this  reversal  as  though  no  trial  had  ever  been 
had.  ''A  new  trial  is  a  re-examination  of  any  issue  of  fact 
in  the  same  court  after  a  trial  and  decision  by  a  jury  or  court, 
or  by  referees.*'  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  656.)  They  were 
left  free  to  make  such  proper  amendments  to  the  pleadings 
as  the  trial  court  might  allow,  and  upon  the  trial  to  intro- 
duce any  and  all  competent  evidence.  The  case  was  before 
the  court  for  trial  de  novo.  {Heidi  v.  Minor,  113  CaL  385, 
[45  Pac  700].) 

It  appears  that  no  trial  within  the  meaning  of  said  section 
656,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  was  ever  had.  The  judgment 
from  which  the  appeal  is  taken  recites  that  the  cause  came  on 
to  be  heard  ''on  plaintiff's  motion  for  judgment  against  de- 
fendant Loma  Vista  Ranch  Company,  a  corporation,  upon  re- 
mittiiur  from  the  district  court  of  appeals";  that  the  par- 
ties were  present  in  court  by  counsel;  the  rendition  of  the 
former  judgment;  motion  for  new  trial  and  order  denying 
same,  and  that  on  appeal  the  same  was  reversed;  and  ''it 
appearing  to  the  court  that  all  questions  of  fact  in  said  cause 
were  determined  and  finally  adjudicated  by  judgment  here- 
tofore entered  against  W.  W.  Howard  and  W.  L.  Riley,  and 
good  cause  being  shown  therefor,  and  no  objection  being 
made  thereof,  it  is  ordered,''  etc  It  thus  appears  that  there 
was  an  entire  absence  of  the  procedure  necessary  in  a  re- 
examination of  the  issues  of  fact  joined  by  the  pleadings.  No 
findings  were  made,  and  in  view  of  the  recitals  in  the  judg- 
ment, we  cannot,  in  aid  thereof,  indulge  in  the  presumption 
that  they  were  waived.  {People  v.  Forbes,  51  Cal.  628.) 
The  findings  made  upon  the  former  trial  were  brought  up  in 
the  transcript,  but  the  facts  then  found  by  the  court  sup- 
ported, not  this  judgment,  but  the  former  judgment,  and 
embodied  the  decision,  which  this  court  then  held  was  not 
justified  by  the  evidence. 

The  fact  that  counsel  for  appellant  did  not  object  to  the 
procedure  cannot  be  construed  as  consent  thereto.  Failure 
U  object  was  not  a  waiver  of  its  rights  to  appeal  from  any 
erxoneow  order  or  judgment 
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Bespondent  insists  that  the  transcript  does  not  contain  the 
notice  of  motion  made  for  judgment  This  is  no  part  of  the 
jndgment-roU,  and  further,  appellant  not  only  concedes  that 
the  notice  was  served,  but  makes  no  point  on  account  of  its 
absence. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  judgment  was  rendered  through 
misapprehension  and  inadvertence  of  both  the  respondent  and 
the  court,  and  that  counsel  for  appellant  did  not  conceive  that 
the  interest  of  their  dient  demanded  that  they  enter  any  ob- 
jection to  the  procedure.  Want  of  criticism  should  not  be 
construed  as  commendation  of  the  position  assumed  by  ap- 
pellant in  this  behalf. 

It  is  urged  that  the  trial  court  should  now  be  directed  to 
enter  judgment  for  appellant  on  the  findings  made  on  the 
former  trial  Section  657,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  provides 
that,  ''the  former  verdict  or  other  decision  may  be  vacated 
and  a  new  trial  granted,  on  the  application  of  the  party  ag- 
grieved, for  any  of  the  following  causes,  materially  affecting 
the  substantial  rights  of  such  party:  •  •  •  6.  Insufficiency 
of  the  evidence  to  justify  the  verdict  or  other  decision." 
This  court  in  its  opinion  on  the  former  appeal  held  that  the 
findings  upon  which  appellant  now  bases  its  claim  for  a  judg- 
ment were  not  justified  by  the  evidence  and  reversed  the  or- 
der of  the  trial  court  denying  the  motion  for  a  vacation  of 
the  decision  and,  in  effect,  ordering  that  a  new  trial  be 
granted.  These  findings  having  been  set  aside,  and  the  record 
excluding  the  presumption  that  any  were  waived,  and  none 
other  having  been  made  in  any  subsequent  trial,  it  follows 
that  there  are  no  findings  to  support  any  judgment. 

The  judgment  is  reversed  and  the  cause  remanded  for  a 
new  trial,  as  heretofore  ordered. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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[Crim.  Ko.  44.    Sawmd  Appellate  Distriet.— February  18, 1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  STEVEN  HABBEN,  Ap- 
pellant 

GftxioNAL  Law— -Passing  Fionnous  Boa  ov  NoNEnsTXNT  Bans— 
SumciSNCT  or  Inpobmation^— An  information  whieb  cbargee  tbe 
defendant  witb  passing  a  fletitions  bill  of  a  bank  not  in  ezistenei 
with  intent  to  ebeat  and  defraud  the  complaining  witneee,  and  with 
knowledge  of  the  false  and  flctitioiis  eharaeter  of  the  bill  and  of  the 
nonexistenee  of  the  bank  named  in  the  bill  at  the  time  he  passed 
the  bill,  snfficientlj  sets  forth  eveiy  essential  element  of  the  offense 
for  which  punishment  is  provided  in  section  476  of  the  Penal  Code. 

IX^SUfFlClUNOT    OF    EvroXNGl— IlOCATEBUL    FaOTS— OUGnTAL    OXN- 

UINXNI88 — ^lN00icPLB]XNXS8.~Eyidenee  showing  that  the  bill  as 
passed  by  defendant  was  double,  and  that  the  two  bills  as  pasted 
together  were  in  effect  a  simulation  of  a  current  bank  note,  and 
were  evidentlj  prepared  with  the  purpoee  of  concealing  their  real 
character,  and  as  passed  were  not  "  genuine, ''  but  were  ^'fklse" 
biDs  of  a  nonexistent  bank,  and  were  intended  to  defraud  and  de- 
eeiTe  the  complaining  witness,  and  had  that  effect,  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  jurj  in  convicting  the  defendant  In  view  of  such 
evidence,  it  is  not  material  whether  the  bills  maj  have  been  originallj 
genuine  when  they  left  the  bank,  nor  whether  thej  were  originallj 
incomplete  and  Ulegallj  issued. 

b.— £vn>xNGS— SimiiAB  Cbimxs— Knowlxdgi  of  Chabactkr  of  Bill— 
Fbaubulknt  Imtintion — Systematio  Sohxmx.— Evidence  of  similar 
crimes  to  show  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  biU  alleged  to 
have  been  fraudulently  uttered  must  be  confined  to  prior  passage 
of  other  fraudulent  bills;  but  on  the  question  of  fraudulent  in- 
tention, and  to  show  a  systematic  scheme  to  defraud,  similar 
offenses  sabsequent  to  the  utterance  of  the  bill  in  question  may  be 
proved. 

lOw— BBMORNISS  of  BVIDBNGl— DOOTBINB  OF  FBOBABILITIIS^-QlISSIIOir 

FOB  GoDBTw — Conceding  that  the  evidence  of  similar  offenses  is  based 
upon  the  doctrine  of  chances  or  probabilities,  their  remoteness  in 
time  and  similarity  of  the  instrument  become  matters  affect- 
ing the  weight  rather  than  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence.  If 
the  evidence  has  any  application  under  the  rule,  whether  or  not 
it  has  sufficient  weight  to  entitle  it  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  is 
a  question  for  the  determination  of  the  trial  eonrt 

Xa^— QlTXSTEON  OF  ALIBI— -PBOOF  OF  BUBSBQUXNT  OFFBNSB— iDBNTITTd— 

If  the  evidence  of  another  offense  tends  to  establish  an  intent  te 
defraud,  and  is  admissible  for  that  purpose,  it  wiU  not  be  rejected 
wmnHj  because  it  may  also  tend  to  prove  the  identity  of  the  per* 
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■on  who  eommitted  the  crime  being  tried;  this  rule  is  not  aifeet«d 
by  the  faet  that  the  defense  is  an  alibi. 
Id, — OoNSTBUcnoN  or  Penal  Ck>DK— Amendment* — ^The  amendment  ef 
leetion  470  of  the  Penal  Code  in  1895  did  not  affeet  section  47C 
thereof,  under  which  the  defendant  was  proseeuted. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial,  B. 
N.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

E.  L.  Hutchinson,  Henry  H.  Boser,  and  H.  H.  Appel,  for 
Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  E.  E.  Selph,  Deputy 
Attorney  General,  for  Respondent. 

TAGGABT,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  con- 
viction, and  from  an  order  denying  defendant's  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  upon  a  charge  of  passing  a  fictitious  bank  bill  in 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  section  476  of  the  Penal  Code. 

The  information  charges  that  the  defendant  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  October,  1905,  passed  a  certain  fictitious  bank 
note  of  a  bank  or  corporation  having  no  existence  at  that 
time;  and  charges  the  defendant  with  knowledge  of  the  false 
and  fictitious  character  of  the  bill,  and  of  the  nonexistence  of 
the  bank  named  in  the  bill  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the 
bilL 

The  note  or  bill  is  double,  that  is,  it  consists  of  two  biUs 
pasted  together,  the  exposed  sides  being  similar  to  each  other 
and  the  reverse  side  of  each  bill  being  entirely  concealed 
from  view.  Both  bills  are  of  the  denomination  of  twenty 
dollars  and  purport  to  have  been  issued  by  the  State  Bank 
at  New  Brunswick,  state  of  New  Jersey.  One  of  the  ex- 
posed faces  bears  the  ''No.  31777"  and  the  date  1864;  the 

other  shows  the  number  blank    (No. )  and  the  date 

(18  )  incomplete.  Both  are  signed  ''John  B.  Hin, 
Prest,"  but  the  space  preceding  the  word  "Cash'r"  is 
blank  ( Cosh'r). 

The  bank  named  in  the  bill  closed  its  doors,  or  as  one 
witness  put  it,  "busted  about  1864  or  1865."  It  has  had  no 
eodstence  either  as  a  bank  of  issue,  or  otherwise,  since  1865. 
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The  bills  eonstitating  the  ''bill"  are  worthless  and  have  had 
DO  value  since  the  date  last  mentioned,  except  a  nonunal  <me 
given  them  by  curio  dealers.  The  absence  of  the  name  of  the 
cashier  indicates  that  they  were  never  regularly  issued  and 
never  became  current  bank  notes  or  possessed  any  value  as 
such. 

These  two  bills,  so  made  into  one,  were  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  October,  1905,  tendered  by  defendant  to  the 
complaining  witness,  as  $20  in  lawful  money,  in  payment 
of  the  sum  of  $3,  being  in  part  payment  for  rent  of  a  room 
in  the  lodging-house  kept  by  such  witness  at  Long  Beach. 
She  accepted  the  bill  as  such  payment  and  returned  to  defend- 
ant $17  in  good  money  in  change.  Defendant  immediately 
left  and  said  witness  did  not  see  him  again  until  ten  days 
later,  when  he  was  under  arrest  in  San  Pedro. 

In  addition  to  defendant's  said  conduct  tending  to  show  his 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  bill  in  question,  the  prose- 
cution introduced  in  evidence  two  other  bank  notes  or  bills 
of  the  denomination  of  $10  each  (made  into  one  in  similar 
manner),  purporting  to  have  been  issued  by  the  Merchants'  ft 
Planters'  Bank  of  the  state  of  Georgia  at  Savannah;  also 
testimony  to  show  the  passing  of  these  bills  by  defendant,  as 
a  $10  bank  note,  in  payment  for  a  loaf  of  bread  worth  ten 
cents,  at  San  Pedro,  on  the  third  day  of  November,  1905, 
and  that  the  bank  named  in  these  bills  passed  out  of  ezistenoa 
about  the  time  of  the  dose  of  the  Civil  War.  The  testimony 
shows  that  in  connection  with  the  latter  bills  defendant  re- 
ceived in  return  as  change  the  sum  of  nine  dollars  and  ninety 
cents  lawful  money. 

The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  in  admitting  the  latter  bills 
to  show  guilty  knowledge  and  intent  is  assigned  as  error. 

The  record  discloses  no  attack  upon  the  information,  either 
by  demurrer  or  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment 

The  appeal  presents  three  matters  for  consideration:  Does 
the  information  state  a  public  offense  t  Is  the  evidence  intro- 
duced sufiKcient  to  sustain  a  verdict  of  guilty  t  And,  Did  the 
court  err  in  admitting  in  evidence  the  bills  passed  by  defend- 
ant in  San  Pedro,  and  the  testimony  in  connection  therewith 
introduced  to  show  that  he  did  pass  them  and  to  show  the 
character  of  the  bills  t 

Eveiy  essential  element  of  the  offense  for  which  punishment 
is  provided  by  section  476  of  the  Penal  Coda  is  set  forth  m 


Digitized  by 


Google   — 


People  t;.  IIarben.  [S  CaL  App. 


the  information.  It  charges  the  defendant  with  passing  a 
fictitious  bill  in  writing,  of  a  bank  not  in  existence,  with  the 
intent  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  complaining  witness,  and  al- 
leges that  the  defendant  had  knowledge  of  the  character  of 
the  bill  and  of  the  nonexistence  of  the  bank  named  in  the  bill 
at  the  time  he  passed  the  latter.    This  is  sufficient 

Defendant  contends  that  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that 
the  bills  are  '^fictitious/'  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  all  the 
evidence  in  this  respect  tends  to  show  that  they  were 
'^ genuine"  in  so  far  as  they  were  complete,  and  that  tiie  bank 
was  in  existence  at  the  time  they  bear  date.  Again,  it  is 
urged,  that  the  bill  or  bills  not  having  been  properly  exe- 
cuted, and  this  appearing  upon  the  face  or  faces  thereof,  it^ 
or  they,  could  not  be  the  means  of  committing  a  fraud. 

Webster  defines  *' fictitious"  as  ** feigned,  imaginary,  not 
real,  counterfeit,  false,  not  genuine."  If  it  were  the  duty 
of  the  court  to  divorce  these  bills  from  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  were  passed  by  defendant,  separate  them 
from  each  other  and  restore  them  to  the  condition  in  which 
they  probably  were  when  they  left  the  bank  whose  name 
thqr  bear,  it  might  find  them  to  have  been  genuine  at  that 
time,  but  as  prepared  by  defendant,  or  someone  else,  with 
the  evident  purpose  of  concealing  their  real  character,  and 
as  passed,  they  were  **not  genuine,"  but  were  "false,"  and 
instruments  of  fraud  and  deceit,  and  the  jury  were  justified 
by  the  evidence  in  so  finding. 

It  is  not  n:ifiterial  to  the  question  that  the  bills  were  not 
complete  and  legally  issued.  As  appears  from  language 
quoted  by  the  supreme  court  with  approval  in  People  v. 
Munroe,  100  CaL  667,  [38  Am.  St  Rep.  323,  35  Pac.  326], 
''It  is  a  matter  of  perfect  indifference  whether  it  possesses  or 
not,  the  legal  requisites  of  a  bill  of  exchange,  or  an  order 
for  the  payment  of  money  or  the  delivery  of  property.  The 
question  is  whether  upon  its  face  it  will  have  the  effect  to 
defraud  those  who  may  act  upon  it  as  genuine,  or  the  person 
in  whose  name  it  is  forged.  It  is  not  essential  that  the  person 
in  whose  name  it  purports  to  be  made  should  have  the  legal 
capacity  to  make  it,  nor  that  the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed 
should  be  bound  to  act  upon  it,  if  genuine,  or  have  a  remedy 
over." 

The  language  here  used  was  in  relation  to  forged  paper 
which  might  injure  either  the  person  imposed  upon  by  its 
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passage  or  the  penon  whose  name  was  forged.  By  the  pass- 
ing or  utterance  of  a  bank  note  of  a  nonexistent  bank  no  one 
would  be  injured  except  the  person  receiving  it  as  a  thing  of 
value  and  those  to  whom  he  might  deliver  it  in  the  same 
manner.  No  question  of  the  liability  of  the  person  whose 
signature  is  attached  can  arise.  It  becomes  unimportant  to 
know  who  signed  it  or  whether  or  not  it  was  signed  at  alL 
As  pasted  together  the  two  bills  were  in  effect  a  simulation 
of  a  current  bank  note  and  intended  to  deceive.  They  accom- 
plished this  purpose  with  the  complaining  witness.  Being 
false,  fictitious  and  '^not  genuine/'  the  only  test  of  whether 
or  not  the  passage  of  this  ''biU"  was  a  crime  was  the  intent 
to  defraud  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

The  practice  of  permitting  the  introduction  of  evidence  to 
prove  other  or  similar  offenses  to  show  knowledge,  intent,  de- 
sign or  system  in  cases  of  conspiracy,  counterfeiting  and  for- 
gery, false  pretenses  or  representations,  receiving  stolen 
goods,  embezzlement,  etc.,  has  long  been  recognized  by  the 
criminal  courts.  (Boscoe's  Criminal  Evidence,  6th  ed.,  p.  88; 
Wharton's  Criminal  Evidence,  8th  ed.,  sec.  39  et  seq.;  PeapU 
V.  Gray,  66  CaL  275,  [5  Pac.  240],  and  cases  cited.) 

Some  confusion  exists  in  the  cases  as  to  the  principle  ui>on 
which  such  evidence  has  been  admitted.  A  recent  treatise 
on  evidence  (Wigmore  on  Evidence),  by  a  classification  of  the 
cases  on  the  basis  of  the  purposes  which  the  evidence  is  in- 
tended to  serve,  has  dispelled  some  of  the  fog  which  envebps 
the  declarations  of  the  courts  on  the  subject 

A  distinction  holding  that  facts  admitted  to  show  knowledge 
should  contain  an  element  of  notice  or  warning,  while  those  to 
establish  intent  need  only  to  negative  inadvertence  or  other 
innocent  explanation  of  tiie  act,  appears  at  first  sight  purely 
academic;  but  in  the  consideration  of  apparently  conflicting 
opinions,  by  ascertaining  the  view  point  of  the  court  express- 
ing the  opinion,  it  greatly  aids  in  reducing  the  apparent  in- 
harmony  among  the  cases. 

The  knowledge  to  be  considered  here  is  that  which  refers  to 
the  character  of  the  bill  charged  by  the  information  to  have 
been  fraudulently  uttered.  In  order  that  the  utterance  of 
another  fraudulent  bill  should  be  evidence  of  such  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  must  have  been  uttered  prior 
to  the  time  of  the  passing  of  the  bill  in  question.  The  intent 
i  (U  Apf  .-a 
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with  which  the  bill  was  passed,  as  distinguished  from  the 
knowledge  of  the  passer,  however,  opens  a  broader  field.  It 
includes  the  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  bill  and  also 
the  purpose  with  which  the  act  was  done.  While  the  subse- 
quent utterance  could  not  establish  notice  at  the  prior  date, 
it  mighty  nevertheless,  throw  some  light  upon  the  intent  and 
purpose  which  actuated  the  utterer  at  the  time  of  the  passing 
of  the  first  bill. 

The  same  distinction  may  also  be  drawn  between  the  facts 
constituting  design  and  those  establishing  i^tem.  A  design 
implies  a  preconceived  plan  or  preparation,  while  system  may 
be  established  by  any  facts  showing  a  general  intent  coupled 
with  similarity  of  method  or  arrangement.  While  a  precon- 
ceived plan  could  not  well  be  inferred  from  subsequent  events, 
a  general  system  might  be  deduced  from  a  line  of  conduct  pre- 
ceding or  following  the  principal  event 

A  system  being  established,  it  would  matter  little  whether 
the  act  complained  of  was  the  first  or  last  individual  mani- 
festation of  the  general  plan  that  could  be  shown.  It  cannot 
be  denied  that  a  repetition  of  utterances  of  false  and  fictitious 
notes  tends  to  negative  innocence  in  particular  cases.  Mr. 
Wigmore  says  the  principle  applicable  to  such  evidence  pro- 
ceeds upon  tile  doctrine  of  chances.  As  to  remoteness  of  time 
of  the  utterances  sought  to  be  introduced  and  the  similarity 
of  the  notes  or  bills  uttered  on  the  several  occasions,  the  rul- 
ings exhibit  views  of  all  degrees  of  liberality  and  narrowness. 
(Wigmore  on  Evidence,  sec.  310.) 

Conceding  that  the  principle  upon  which  this  evidence  is 
introduced  is  the  doctrine  of  chances  or  probabilities,  the  num- 
ber of  the  utterances,  their  remoteness  in  time  and  the  similar- 
ity of  the  instruments  become  matters  affecting  the  weight 
rather  than  the  admissibility  of  the  evidence.  In  such  cases, 
if  the  evidence  has  any  application  under  the  rule,  whether 
or  not  it  has  sufficient  weight  to  entitle  it  to  be  submitted 
to  the  jury  is  a  question  for  the  determination  of  the  trial 
court.  (People  v.  Frank,  28  CaL  507,  518.)  The  sameness 
of  the  peculiar,  if  not  unique,  method  of  preparation  of  the 
two  sets  of  bills,  and  the  similarity  of  the  manner  of  realiz- 
ing upon  them,  warranted  the  court  in  permitting  the  jury 
to  determine  from  the  two  transactions  whether  or  not  the 
defendant  was  operating  by  a  system  of  imposition  and  fraud, 
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and  to  draw  therefrom  such  inference  of  intent  and  knowl- 
edge aa  the  facta  justified. 

In  the  consideration  of  the  ease  the  fact  that  the  record 
discloses  that  defendant  sought  to  establish  an  alibi  as  to  the 
principal  offense,  and  to  prove  that  he  was  not  in  Long  Beach 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1905,  while  he  admitted  being  in 
San  Pedro  on  the  third  day  of  November,  has  not  been  over- 
looked. Under  such  circumstances  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
admission  of  the  evidence  as  to  the  San  Pedro  transaction 
tended  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  defendant  as  the  man 
who  passed  the  fictitious  bill  in  Long  Beach.  Conceding,  but 
not  deciding,  that  it  was  not  admissible  for  that  purpose, 
it  was  relevant  to  the  issue  of  fraudulent  intent,  and  this 
was  sufScient  to  entitle  the  evidence  to  be  admitted. 

The  rules  relating  to  the  admission  of  such  evidence  were 
carefully  complied  with:  Ground  was  first  laid  implicating 
the  defendant  in  the  case  under  trial;  the  defendant  was 
shown  to  have  committed  the  extraneous  crime ;  the  similarity 
of  the  offenses  was  apparent  from  the  evidence ;  and,  the  jury 
were  properly  instructed  by  the  court  as  to  the  purpose  of 
the  introduction  of  the  evidence.  There  was  no  error  in  the 
introduction  in  evidence  of  "Exhibit  B,**  nor  in  permitting 
the  prosecution  to  introduce  the  testimony  given  in  connection 
therewith. 

Defendant's  motion  for  a  new  trial,  as  displayed  in  the 
transcript,  also  relies  upon  the  ground  that  the  court  erred  in 
instructing  the  jury.  No  particulars  are  specified  in  the 
transcript  and  none  presented  in  the  brief.  An  examination 
of  the  instructions  in  the  record  fails  to  disclose  any  error 
in  this  respect 

The  amendment  of  section  470  of  the  Penal  Code  in  1905 
did  not  affect  section  476,  and  section  470  has  no  application 
here.  That  amendment  applies  only  to  the  "signing  of  the 
name  of  a  fictitious  person"  with  the  intent  to  defraud,  while 
the  crime  here  charged  is  the  passing  of  a  fictitious  bank  note 
of  a  bank  having  no  existence. 

The  judgment  and  order  of  the  trial  ooort  are  afBrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  ooncurred* 
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[Grim.  No.  46.    Second  Appellate  Di8triet.^Febnmi7  18,  1907.] 
THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  M.  WARD,  Appellant 

Cbiional  Law— Obtainuig  Monet  bt  Falsi  Pbstbnbbs— Pboot  ov 
Onb  Falsi  Pbetxnsi  SurnciENT. — In  a  prosecution  for  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses,  where  several  pretenses  enter  into  the 
transaction,  proof  of  one  of  them  constituting  an  operative  cause 
is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict  of  conviction.  Where  the  false 
pretenses  made  to  a  firm  from  whom  the  money  was  obtained  were 
that  a  draft  for  $5,000  had  been  mailed  to  the  firm  for  defendant's 
credit  and  that  he  was  employing  several  men  whom  the  money 
was  needed  to  pay,  it  is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict  that  the 
latter  representation  was  proved,  whether  the  former  was  suffi- 
ciently proved  or  not. 

Id.— Pboof  or  False  Bepbbsentation  as  to  DRAnv— Ck>NDU0T  ot  Be- 
FXNOANT. — In  determining  whether  the  false  representation  as  to 
the  draft  was  proved,  the  jury  was  authorized  to  consider  the  acts 
and  conduct  of  the  defendant;  and  the  fact  that  the  defendant  never 
called  upon  the  firm  after  obtaining  their  money,  nor  made  any 
inquiry  about  the  $5,000  draft,  and  three  months  after  the  transac- 
tion was  found  seven  hundred  miles  from  the  scene  thereof,  in  the 
absence  of  explanatory  circumstances,  is  convincing  evidence  that 
no  draft  had  been  ordered,  and  that  none  was  expected. 

Id. — SiMiLAB  False  Statements — Corboboration  or  Pboseoutinc  Wit- 
ness— Scheme  to  Commit  Cbime. — ^Where  the  defendant  denied  all 
the  statements  of  the  prosecuting  witness,  the  court  properly  al- 
lowed the  testimony  of  another  witness,  that  on  the  day  of  the 
procurement  of  the  money,  and  inferentially  before  it  was  procured, 
defendant  stated  to  the  witness  that  he  was  expecting  a  draft 
of  $5,000,  and  also  a  shipment  of  tools  for  men  he  was  employing, 
which  he  idshed  to  store  with  the  witness,  but  which  were  not. re- 
ceived, as  being  corroborative  of  the  testimony  of  the  prosecuting 
witness,  and  as  being  material  and  cogent  evidence  of  a  scheme  ef 
defendant  to  commit  the  subsequent  crime. 

Id. — Independent  Statements  Inconsistent  with  Defendant's 
Claim — ^Pbeuminabt  Psoor  not  Bequibed. — ^Independent  state- 
ments of  the  defendant,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  defendant's 
claim  and  not  amounting  to  a  confession,  may  be  proved  against  him 
as  an  admission,  without  the  requirement  of  preliminary  proof. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Ven- 
tura County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Felix 
W.  Ewing,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  oourt 
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Shepherd  ft  Bamefi,  for  Appellant 

TT.  S.  Webb,  Attorn^  General,  and  E.  E.  Selph,  Deputy 
Attorney  Gteneral,  for  Respondent. 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^The  defendant  was  charged  in  the  superior 
court  of  Ventura  county  with  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretenses  and  convicted.  He  appeals  from  the  judgment  and 
an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

The  information  alleged  that  defendant  falsely,  etc.,  repre- 
sented to  Collins  ft  Sons,  a  firm  doing  business  at  Ventura, 
that  there  had  been  mailed  to  said  firm  a  draft  for  $5,000 
to  the  credit  of  defendant,  which  would  be  received  by  said 
firm  within  a  day  or  two;  and  further,  that  defendant  had 
in  his  employ  in  said  county  several  men  and  he  desired  an 
advance  of  $100  with  which  to  pay  said  men;  that  thereby 
Collins  ft  Sons  were  induced  to  deliver  to  said  defendant 
$100 ;  that  all  of  said  representations  were  false  and  were  made 
knowingly  and  designedly  for  the  purpose  of  defrauding  said 
firm.  The  information  is  sufficient ;  nor  is  the  same  challenged 
by  appellant 

The  chief  contention  of  defendant  is,  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  he  had  not  ordered  such  draft  sent,  and  the  other 
representations  so  made  are  not  sufficient  to  support  the 
charge.  That  the  representations  were  made  is  not  contro- 
verted. It  was  competent  for  the  jury  in  determining  the 
truth  or  falsity  of  such  representations  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  acts  and  conduct  of  the  parties.  That  is  per- 
missible in  determining  the  falsity  of  any  pretense.  (People 
V.  Wasservogle,  77  Cal.  174,  [19  Pac  270].)  The  fact  that 
defendant  never  called  upon  Collins  ft  Sons  after  the  transac- 
tion, nor  made  inquiry  about  the  draft,  involving,  as  it  did, 
a  large  sum  of  money,  but  left  the  county  and  was  found  three 
months  thereafter  several  hundred  miles  from  the  scene  of 
the  transaction,  in  the  absence  of  any  explanatory  circum- 
stances^ is  convincing  evidence  that  no  draft  had  been  ordered, 
nor  was  one  expected.  In  addition  to  this  there  was  evidence 
warranting  the  jury  in  determining  that  the  statement  that 
defendant  had  several  men  in  his  employ  in  the  county,  for  the 
payment  of  whose  wages  the  money  was  demanded,  was  false 
and  that  such  representation  was  an  inducement  for  the  ad- 
vance;   Where  several  false  pretenses  enter  into  the  transao* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


People  v.  "Ward.  [5  Cal.  App. 


tion,  proof  of  any  one  thereof  constituting  an  operative  cause 
is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict.  It  is  obvious  that  such 
representation  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  men  in  the 
vicinily  was  a  representation  as  to  an  existing  fact,  and,  if 
believed,  tended  to  establish  a  credit  and  standing  for  the 
employer,  and  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to  influence  one 
desirous  of  aiding  local  enterprises  in  making  such  advance. 
The  testimony  in  the  record  sufficiently  proved  the  carpus  d^ 
Ucti. 

It  is  further  insisted  by  defendant  that  the  evidence  of  one 
Barnes,  admitted  under  objection,  was  incompetent  and  an  at- 
tempt to  show  that  defendant  had  been  guilty  of  another 
offense  than  the  one  with  which  he  stood  charged.  This  evi- 
dence was  to  the  effect  that  on  the  day  of  the  procurement  of 
the  money  from  Collins  &  Sons,  though  not  in  their  presence, 
but  about  the  same  time  and  at  the  same  town,  defendant 
represented  to  Barnes  that  he  was  expecting  a  shipment  of 
tools  for  use  in  development  work  in  the  Matilija  and  solicited 
from  Barnes  storage  room  therefor,  and,  in  addition,  repre- 
sented that  he  was  expecting  a  draft  that  afternoon  for 
$5,000;  that  these  tools  never  arrived  to  the  witness*  knowl- 
edge. It  will  be  observed  that  nothing  in  Barnes'  testimony 
tended  to  show  another  or  distinct  offense,  and  we  are  not 
confronted  with  the  question  as  to  the  admissibility  of  evi- 
dence in  relation  to  another  offense;  but  even  in  such  case, 
'^whenever  the  case  is  such  that  proof  of  one  crime  tends  to 
prove  any  fact  material  in  the  trial  of  another,  such  proof  is 
admissible,  and  the  fact  that  it  may  tend  to  prejudice  the  de- 
fendant in  the  minds  of  the  jurors  is  no  ground  for  its  exclu- 
sion.'' (PeopU  V.  Walters,  98  Cal.  141,  [32  Pac.  864].) 
In  the  case  under  consideration  it  was  material  for  the  jury 
to  determine  whether  the  representations  made  to  Collins,  as 
testified  to  by  him,  were  actually  made.  Representations  of 
similar  import  made  to  Barnes  about  the  same  time  and  place 
tended  to  corroborate  Collins.  In  addition  to  this,  the  defend- 
ant by  his  plea  of  not  guilty  denied  every  material  allega- 
tion in  the  information,  among  which  was  that  he  made  the 
representations  as  to  the  expectancy  of  the  draft  and  the  em- 
ployment of  men  in  the  Matilija.  These  representations  and 
statements  to  Barnes  were  inconsistent  with  such  denial. 
*' Anything  said  by  a  party  may  be  used  against  him  as  an  ad- 
mission, provided  it  exhibits  the  quality  of  inconsistency  with 
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the  facts  now  asserted  by  him  in  pleadings  or  in  testimony. 
•  •  •  It  is  their  inconsistency  with  the  party's  claim  that 
gives  them  logical  force."  (2  Wigmore  on  Evidence,  sees. 
1048-1053.)  Nor  is  preliminary  proof  required  to  authorize 
the  admission  of  independent  statements  of  fact  not  amount- 
ing to  a  confession.  {People  v.  Le  Bay,  65  CaL  614,  [4  Pao. 
649].}  Were  it  even  material  as  to  Hie  exact  time  of  the 
representations  n:ifide  to  Barnes  in  relation  to  those  made  to 
Collins,  it  will  be  noted  that  the  transaction  with  Collins  took 
place  about  noon  and  defendant's  statement  to  Barnes  was 
that  afternoon  he  was  expecting  a  draf t,  from  which  it  may 
be  inferred  that  the  statement  to  Barnes  was  made  before  the 
procurement  of  the  money  from  Collins,  and  might  well  be 
accepted  as  proof  of  a  scheme  to  commit  the  subsequent  crime, 
and  such  evidence  was  cogent  and  materiaL  (Blake  v.  As* 
turance  8oc.,  4  C.  P.  Div.  94,  cited  in  Camell  v.  State,  85  Md. 
1,  [36  AtL  118].)  The  objections  thereto  go  to  its  weight, 
rather  than  to  its  admissibility.  (People  v.  Martin,  102  CaL 
569,  [36  Pac.  952].) 

We  perceive  no  error  in  the  record,  either  in  the  admission 
of  this  testimony  or  otherwise,  and  the  judgment  and  order 
appealed  from  are  affirmed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[C!t.  No.  166.    Seeond  Appellate  Di8tiiet--V6bniary  19, 1907.] 

R.  H.  HEREON  COMPANY,  Appellant^  v.  C.  E.  MAWBT, 

Bespondent 

Chicks— Pathkmt—Conditionai*  Patmxmt.— A  eheek  dnwn  dona  Ude 
•B  a  bank  having  funds  of  the  drawer  is  prima  facie  paymdnt,  if 
aeeepted  ai  eaah;  bnt,  in  the  absenee  of  an  agreement,  the  aeeept- 
aneo  of  it  it  merely  conditional  pajment  or  latiafaetion  of  the 
debt  if  and  when  paid. 

l^kiT— PusssmaNT— iMFiJis  TJHDiBTijaNe  OT  DnjSKNCB— Loss  BT 
Want  of  DnjOBNCX— Actual  Paticxkt<— The  aeeeptanee  of  tueh  a 
eheek  from  the  drawer  implies  an  undertaking  of  due  diligence  in 
freeewting  it  for  pa/meat;  and  if  the  drawer  suetaina  lose  bj  want 
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of  tuch  diligence  the  cheek  will  be  held  to  operate  m  actual  paj- 
ment 

Id.— Tncs  iob  Pbessntkbnt.— At  common  law  the  payee  of  a  check, 
when  drawn  on  a  bank  in  the  same  place  where  it  ia  given  axd 
recelTedy  has  untQ  the  following  day  after  its  receipt  to  preeent 
it  for  payment  ai  between  hinuelf  and  the  drawer.  When  drawn 
on  a  bank  in  a  different  place,  the  payee  haa  the  same  time  and 
inch  additional  time  ai  will  be  reqidred  to  tranamit  it  to  the  place  of 
payment  by  due  course  of  mail 

lb.— Agency  fos  PassBNTMSNT—ErFEOT  of  MAXLore  Chick  to  Daiwn 
BANK. — ^For  the  purpose  of  presenting  and  collecting  the  cheek  the 
collecting  bank  must  employ  a  suitable  subagent  The  mailing 
of  a  check  to  the  drawee  bank  is  not  a  proper  presentment  or  de- 
mand for  payment,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  usage  or  custom 
among  banks  to  do  so.  The  drawee  cannot  be  deemed  a  suitable 
agent  in  contemplation  of  law  to  enforce  in  behalf  of  another 
a  daim  against  itself,  and  such  bank  may  hold  it  for  any  time  with- 
out incurring  the  obligation  of  an  acceptance. 

Id.— Construction  of  Civil  Cods— Limit  of  Tims— Bxasonabli  Diu- 
esNCi  IN  Pbopsb  Pbbsentksnt. — Section  8213  of  the  Civil  Code, 
which  merely  fixes  a  limit  of  ten  days  after  which  delay  in  present- 
ment of  a  check  will  exonerate  the  drawer  and  indorsers  thereof, 
unless  the  delay  be  for  one  of  the  reasons  expressly  provided  by  stat- 
ute, still  requires  reasonable  diligence  in  making  the  presentment, 
which  must  be  made  by  a  proper  agent  prepared  to  treat  with  the 
drawee  bank  at  arm's-length. 

Id.— Loss  OccuBBiNO  Aftsb  Delay  of  Tkn  Days.— Where  it  appears 
that  the  loss  occurred  after  a  delay  of  ten  days  from  the  receipt  of 
the  check  by  plaintiff  without  lawful  presentment  thereof,  the  loss 
must  fall  upon  the  plaintiff,  whatever  view  of  the  law  may  be  taken. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Biver^ 
fide  County.    J.  S.  Noyes,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Gill  ft  Densmore,  and  Oscar  A.  Trippet»  for  Appellant 

Lawler,  Allen  &  Van  Dyke,  and  Collier  &  Camahan,  for 
Respondent. 

TAOOABT,  J. — ^From  a  judgment  dismissing  its  action  on 
the  merits  and  awarding  defendant  costs,  the  plaintiff  ap- 
peals. 
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Plaintiff  is  a  corporation  doing  business  at  the  city  of  Lss 
AngeleSy  and  defendant  resides  near  the  town  of  Goachella,  in 
Biverside  county. 

On  the  first  day  of  October,  1904,  defendant,  being  indebted 
to  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $620.28,  drew  his  check  for  that 
aaiount  on  The  Coachella  Valley  Bank,  presumably  located  at 
CoacheUa,  dated  October  1, 1904,  and  payable  to  the  order  of 
plaintiff,  deposited  it  in  the  United  States  mail,  addressed 
to  plaintiff  at  Los  Angeles,  and  the  check  was  regularly  re- 
ceived by  plaintiff  before  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  on  the  fourth  day  of 
October,  1904. 

On  the  same  day  plaintiff  placed  said  check  in  the  Na- 
tional Bank  of  California  at  Los  Angeles  for  collection,  and 
the  said  bank  thereupon,  on  the  same  day,  mailed  the  check 
directly  to  the  Coachella  Valley  Bank  for  payment.  The  Coa- 
chella Valley  Bank  did  not  acknowledge  receipt  of  the  check 
to  either  plaintiff  or  the  National  Bank  of  California  and 
neither  of  the  latter  parties  made  any  inquiry  of  the  Coachella 
Bank  why  it  had  not  acknowledged  receipt  of  said  check  or 
whether  or  not  said  check  had  been  paid;  and  the  National 
Bank  of  California  did  not  notify  either  plaintiff  or  defendant 
of  the  failure  of  the  Coachella  Valley  Bank  to  acknowledge 
receipt  of  said  check. 

At  the  dose  of  business  hours  on  Saturday,  October  15, 
1904,  the  Coachella  Valley  Bank  closed  its  doors  and  ceased 
to  transact  business  and  ever  since  said  time  has  been  without 
funds  with  which  to  meet  the  claims  of  its  depositors.  The 
check  in  question  was  not  paid,  but  was  received  by  said 
National  Bank  of  California  at  Los  Angeles,  by  United  States 
mail  on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October,  1904,  having  been 
mailed  to  it  at  San  Bernardino,  October  17, 1904,  by  one  Paul 
Bodenhamer.  Defendant  was  not  notified  of  the  nonpayment 
of  said  check  until  the  afternoon  of  October  18,  1904. 

The  trial  court  finds,  that  at  all  times  between  the  first 
day  of  October,  1904,  and  the  close  of  banking  hours  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  October,  1904,  defendant  had  on  deposit  in 
said  Coachella  Valley  Bank  a  sum  of  money  more  than  sufS- 
cient  in  amount  to  pay  said  check,  and  that  said  bank  was 
open  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  receiving  deposits 
and  cashing  checks,  and  that  the  persons  owning  and  conduct- 
ing the  same  had  sufSicient  property  and  funds  subject  to  exo- 
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cation  and  legal  process  to  pay  said  check,  at  all  times  be- 
tween said  dates. 

It  also  finds  that  there  were  two  daily  United  States  mails 
each  way  between  the  town  of  Coachella  and  the  city  of  Los 
Angeles,  and  that  at  all  times  between  the  first  and  eighteenth 
days  of  October,  1904,  Wells,  Fargo  ft  Co.,  a  corporation  doing 
a  general  express  business,  was  engaged  in  the  collection  of 
checks,  etc.,  at  Coachella,  and  in  direct  correspondence  with 
the  office  of  said  company  at  Los  Angeles. 

The  conclusions  of  law  of  the  trial  court  are,  that  the  plain* 
tiff  and  its  agent,  the  National  Bank  of  California,  were  negli* 
gent  in  sending  the  said  check  directly  to  said  Coachella  Val- 
ley Bank  for  payment;  were  negligent  in  not  sooner  knowing 
that  said  check  had  not  been  paid,  and  negligent  in  not  notify- 
ing defendant  of  the  failure  to  receive  any  response  from  the 
said  check. 

Whilst  a  check  drawn  bona  fide  on  a  banker  having  funds 
of  the  drawer  is  prima  fade  payment,  if  accepted  as  cash, 
still,  in  the  absence  of  any  express  agreement,  the  acceptance 
of  a  check  of  either  the  debtor  or  a  third  party  is  in  fact 
merely  conditional  payment — that  is,  satisfaction  of  the  debt 
if  and  when  paid;  but  the  acceptance  of  such  check  implies 
an  undertaking  of  due  diligence  in  presenting  it  for  payment, 
and  if  the  party  from  whom  it  is  received  sustains  loss  by 
want  of  such  diligence,  it  will  be  held  to  operate  as  actual 
payment.  (Comptoir  D'Escompte  v.  Dreshach,  78  CaL  16, 
20-22,  [20Pac.  28].) 

At  common  law  the  payee  of  the  check  has  until  the  follow- 
ing day  after  its  receipt  to  present  it  for  payment  as  between 
himself  and  the  drawer,  when  drawn  on  a  bank  in  the  same 
town  or  city  where  the  check  is  given  and  received.  {Ritchie 
V.  Bradshaw,  5  Cal.  228;  Himmelmann  v.  Hotaling,  40  Cal. 
115,  [6  Am.  Bep.  600].)  When  drawn  on  a  bank  in  a  differ- 
ent place,  the  payee  has  the  same  time,  and  in  addition  there- 
to, such  time  as  will  be  required  to  transmit  it  to  the  place  of 
payment  by  due  course  of  mail.  {Manitoba  v.  Weiss,  18  S. 
Dak.  459,  [112  Am.  St.  Rep.  799,  101  N.  W.  37].) 

That  the  sending  of  a  check  by  United  States  mail  directly 
to  the  drawee  bank  does  not  constitute  a  proper  presentment 
for  pa3anent,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  usage  or  custom  among 
banks  to  do  so,  is  established  by  the  weight  of  authority.  This 
ia  recognized  by  most  of  the  American  cases,  and  in  those 
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in  which  the  facts  do  not  fall  within  the  general  role  the 
weight  of  authority  is  admitted  and  the  case  distingaished. 
This  is  trae  of  most  of  the  cases  cited  by  appellant  For 
instance:  The  instrument  was  payable  at  the  bank  by  its 
maker  and  not  by  the  bank  {Indig  v.  City  Bank,  80  N.  Y. 
106) ;  a  usage  was  directly  proven  and  relied  upon,  much 
stress  being  laid  thereon  in  the  opinion  (Kershaw  y.  Ladd, 
34  Or.  375,  [56  Pac  402,  44  L.  B.  A.  236])  ;  positive  instruc- 
tions were  given  by  the  party  for  whom  the  collection  was 
made  to  make  presentment  in  this  way  {First  National  Bank 
V.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  125  Mich.  336,  [82  N.  W.  66,  48  L,  B. 
A.  583] ) ;  or  the  facts  showed  that  if  sent  through  a  third 
person  it  could  not  have  reached  the  drawee  bank  before  it 
failed  {First  Nat.  Bank  v.  City  Bank,  12  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
318,  [34  S.  W.  458],  etc.). 

The  law  and  its  reasons  are  declared  in  the  following  lan- 
guage from  Daniel  on  Negotiable  Instruments  (volume  1,  sec- 
tion 328-a) :  ''For  the  purposes  of  collection  the  collecting 
bank  must  employ  a  suitable  subagent.  It  must  not  transmit 
its  checks  or  bills  directly  to  the  bank  or  party  by  whom  pay- 
ment is  to  be  made,  with  the  request  that  remittance  be  made 
therefor.  It  is  considered  that  no  firm,  bank,  corporation,  or 
individual  can  be  deemed  a  suitable  agent  in  contemplation 
of  law,  to  enforce  in  behalf  of  another  a  claim  against  itself." 
{Drovers'  Nat,  Bk.  v.  Anglo-American  etc.,  117  HL  100,  [57 
Ant  Bep.  855,  7  N.  E.  601] ;  Anderson  v.  Bodgers,  53  Kan. 
542,  [36  Pac  1067] ;  Minneapolis  etc.  v.  Metropolitan  Bank, 
76  Minn.  136,  [77  Am.  St.  Bep.  609,  78  N,  W.  980].) 

The  fact  that  a  check  is  sent  to  the  drawee  bimk  through 
the  mails  does  not  amount  to  a  demand  for  payment  and  the 
bank  may  hold  it  any  length  of  time  without  incurring  the  lia- 
bility of  an  acceptance.     (Morse  on  Banks  and  Banking,  289.) 

We  do  not  agree  with  appellant  that^  because  section  3213 
of  the  Civil  Code  by  the  provisions  of  section  3255  becomes  ap- 
plicable to  checks  required  to  be  transmitted  to  another  place 
for  presentment,  therefore  the  common-law  doctrine  of  presen- 
tation of  such  checks  with  reasonable  diligence  after  the  time 
taken  in  reaching  the  place  of  pa3anent  is  no  longer  to  be  con- 
sidered in  this  state.  On  the  contrary,  this  section  merely 
fixes  a  limit  after  which  delay  in  presentment  wiU  exonerate 
the  drawer  and  indorsers  of  such  a  check,  unless  the  delay  in 
preMntment  be  for  one  of  the  reasons  expressly  provided  1^^ 
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statute.  Under  the  provisions  of  section  3213  of  the  Civil 
Code,  reasonable  diligence  in  making  presentment  must  still 
be  exercised  by  the  holder  of  such  a  check,  and  this  must  be 
within  the  statutory  limit  of  ten  daySy  or  he  loses  his  right  to 
hold  the  drawer  or  indorsers  of  the  check.  The  presentation 
must  be  by  some  one  capable  of  acting  in  the  interest  of  the 
drawer,  of  whom  the  collecting  bank  is  the  agent,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  collection.  The  person  making  presentment  should  be 
prepared  to  treat  with  the  drawee  bank  at  arm's-length. 

'*Had  presentment  been  made  by  another  agent  of  the 
plaintiff  and  payment  refused,  steps  might  have  been  taken 
immediately  to  protect  the  drawer's  rights;  but  the  oheck 
(having  been  sent  to  it  by  mail)  being  in  the  hands  of  the 
drawee,  of  course  no  effort  would  be  made  by  it  to  prosecute 
itself,''  says  the  Kansas  supreme  court  in  Anderson  v. 
Badgers,  53  Kan.  542,  [36  Pac.  1067]. 

In  that  case  a  check  was  received  by  the  drawee  bank,  by 
mail,  on  December  12th  after  business  hours;  the  bank  was 
open  for  the  transaction  of  business  all  day  December  13th. 
but  failed  to  open  December  14th.  The  court  held  the  col- 
lecting bank  negligent  in  making  presentment  of  the  check. 
That  under  the  statute  there  was  still  time  to  make  a  proper 
presentment,  after  the  abortive  one,  will  not  avail  the  collect- 
ing bank  or  excuse  it  from  responsibility  for  its  negligent  act, 
if  the  fund  be  lost  to  the  drawer.  {First  Nat.  Bank  v.  City 
Nat.  Bmk,  12  Tex.  Civ.  App.  318,  [34  S.  W.  458].) 

The  findings  in  the  case  at  bar  show  that  the  National  Bank 
of  California,  without  instructions  to  that  effect^  or  without 
evidence  of  custom  or  usage  to  support  its  aet^  and  notwith- 
standing there  was  another  and  independent  public  agent  for 
the  collection  of  drafts,  checks,  etc.,  in  the  town  of  Coachella, 
sent  the  defendant's  check  to  the  Coachella  Valley  Bank  to 
collect  from  itself.  It  failed  to  make  good.  There  was  no 
capable  or  proper  agent  selected  to  act  in  the  interest  of  the 
drawer  between  October  5th  and  the  close  of  banking  hours 
of  October  15th,  and  the  fund  in  the  Coachella  Valley  Bank 
was  lost. 

If  it  were  conceded  that,  under  section  3213,  the  National 
Bank,  notwithstanding  its  negligent  manner  of  making  pre- 
sentment, would  be  permitted  to  sit  idly  by,  at  defendant's 
risk,  for  ten  days  after  the  check  reached  Coachella,  still  it 
waa  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  agent  it  selected 
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tliat  caused  the  loss  of  the  fund  to  the  drawer.  The  check 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  subagent  selected  by  the  National 
Bank  (the  Coachella  Valley  Bank)  on  the  morning  of  Octo- 
ber 5th,  and,  it  was  not  presented  '^within  ten  days''  after  it 
reached  the  place  of  payment,  as  it  had  not  been  presented 
up  to  the  close  of  banking  hours  on  October  15th.  The  con- 
cfaision  that  plaintiff  and  its  agent  were  negligent  is  clearly 
supported  by  the  findings,  whichever  view  of  the  law  is  taken. 
Judgment  aflSrmed. 

AHeDy  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred* 


[Crim.  Ka.  78.    Tint  Appellatt  I>istriGt.~7ebmar7  20,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Eespondent,  v.  DAVID   MITCHELL,  Ap- 

pellant. 

GanoHAL  Law— Bapb— Gboss-bzaionation  or  Pbosioutsiz— <3oic- 
PLAiNT  XJNDXB  Thxxat  OF  Impsisonmxnt. — ^TJpon  a  profleeution  for 
rape  by  lexnal  intercourse  with  a  girl  under  sixteen  jears  of  age^  it 
was  prejudicial  error  to  refuse  to  allow  the  defendant  to  show  upon 
eross-examination  of  the  proseeutriz,  as  affecting  her  credibility, 
that  at  the  time  of  making  the  complaint  she  was  under  arrest  for 
mgrancjy  and  had  been  threatened  with  imprisonment  if  she  did 
■ot  swear  to  the  complaint,  and  that  acting  under  fear  thereof  she 
WM  induced  to  swear  thereto, 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Ala- 
meda County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial  T.  W. 
Harris,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

H.  S.  Aldrich,  J.  E.  McElrath,  and  W.  J.  Donovan,  for 
Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  C.  N.  Post,  Assistant  Attor- 
ns General,  and  J.  Charles  Jones,  for  Bespondent 

EEERIGAN,  J. — ^The  defendant  was  convicted  of  rape,  for 
kafing  sexual  intercourse  with  a  female  child  under  the  age 
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of  sixteen  yean  not  his  wife,  and  has  appealed  from  the  final 
judgment  of  conyiction,  from  the  order  denying  a  new  trial, 
and  from  the  order  denying  the  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment. 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  character  of  the  testimony, 
and  that  because  of  its  character  a  liberal  cross-examination 
of  the  prosecutrix  should  have  been  permitted,  a  short  recital 
of  the  evidence  for  the  people  is  necessary.  The  prosecutrix 
testified  that  she  with  her  girl  friend,  Bemice  B.  (the  name 
of  this  witness  being  immaterial  to  the  discussion)  went  to 
the  offices  of  the  defendant  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, 1905,  at  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  There  the 
prosecutrix  had  sexual  intercourse  with  defendant,  and  pur- 
suant to  her  expectations  received  the  sum  of  $2.50,  with 
which  (according  to  her  testimony)  she  intended  to  buy  a  cos- 
tume to  wear  at  a  skating  rink  carnivaL  The  arrangement 
for  the  intercourse  had  been  made  by  her  friend  Bemice,  who 
accompanied  her  to  defendant's  office,  and  waited  in  the  re- 
ception-room while  defendant  and  prosecutrix  retired  to  a  bed- 
room adjoining.  The  latter  testified:  ''From  the  bedroom  the 
defendant  and  I,  after  putting  on  our  clothes,  went  into  the 
office,  where  he  gave  me  $2.50.  He  also  gave  Bemice  $1  in 
the  reception-room.  When  he  gave  me  the  $2.50  I  think  he 
told  me  not  to  speak  of  being  in  his  office  because  it  might 
get  him  into  trouble."  She  further  testified  that  at  another 
and  subsequent  time  she  had  sexual  intercourse  with  the  de- 
fendant 

The  only  other  evidence  in  chief  for  the  people  was  the 
testimony  of  Bemice,  who  really  acted  as  procuress.  She  had 
recently  introduced  the  parties,  and  had  told  the  defendant, 
among  other  things,  that  she  thought  E.  (the  prosecutrix) 
''would  do  the  business."  She,  too,  testified  that  she  accom- 
panied B.  to  the  offices  of  defendant,  and  that  defendant  paid 
her  $1. 

There  are  several  instances  in  which  it  is  claimed  that  the 
trial  court  erred  in  its  rulings  on  the  cross-examination  by 
the  defendant  of  the  prosecutrix  and  the  witness  Bemice. 
While  it  is  true  that  the  extent  of  a  cross-examination  is 
largely  within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  yet  we  think 
the  trial  court  in  this  case  unduly  and  needlessly  restricted 
the  cross-examination  in  the  following  instances: 
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''Question  by  Defendant  (to  Prosecutrix) :  Was  there  any 
inducement  or  threat  held  out  or  made  to  you  to  get  you  to 
lign  the  complaint  against  Mitchell  t 

''To  which  question  the  district  attorney  objected  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  irrelevant,  immaterial,  incompetent  and 
not  proper  cross-examination. 

"The  Court:  I  don't  see  the  materiality  of  it  Will  yon 
point  out  in  what  way  it  is  material  t 

"Mr.  Aldrich:  Only  as  going  to  the  credibility  of  the  wit- 
ness in  this.  This,  of  course,  is  simply  a  preliminary  ques- 
tion. While  I  want  to  be  perfectly  fair,  I  do  not  think  I 
•ught  to  state  my  reasons  before  the  jury,  unless  your  Honor 
IS  going  to  say  that  this,  being  a  preliminary  question,  that 
we  haye  a  right  to  ask  the  question. 

"The  Court:  I  do  not  conceive  that  you  have  a  right  to 
pursue  this  kind  of  examination  at  this  time. 

"Mr.  Aldrich:  Then  our  object  in  asking  that  question, 
our  reason  for  it  is  this:  We  expect  to  show  by  this  witness 
that  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  this  complaint,  this  witness 
was  under  arrest  by  the  police  of  this  city  on  a  charge  of 
vagrancy.  That  at  this  time  a  man  by  the  name  of  B.,  whose 
daughter  is  the  girl  Bemice,  was  present  at  the  courthouse, 
in  the  office  of  the  police,  and  at  that  time  threatened  that 
in  case  this  girl  did  not  make  complaint  as  against  Mitchell 
that  he  would  cause  her  to  be  sent  to  an  institution,  say  Whit- 
tier,  upon  a  charge  of  vagrancy.  That  acting  upon  that  and 
in  fear,  believing  that  he  would  do  as  he  said  he  would  do, 
this  young  woman  was  induced  to  swear  to  this  complaint  as 
against  Mitchell. 

"The  Court:  If  every  fact  that  you  have  stated  be  so,  you 
should  well  know  that  it  is  not  competent  evidence  in  this 
ease." 

The  same  question  substantially  was  again  repeated  during 
the  trial,  to  which  the  same  objection  was  made,  followed  by 
the  same  ruling. 

The  question  was  admissible  under  section  1847,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  to  show  motive.  "Section  1847.  A  witness 
is  presumed  to  speak  the  truth.  This  presumption,  however, 
may  be  repelled  by  the  manner  in  which  he  testifies  •  •  •  by 
evidence  affecting  his  motives." 

In  the  case  of  People  v.  Howard,  143  CaL  316,  [76  Pac 
1116],  Chief  Justice  Beatty,  in  a  concurring  opinion  in  a  rape 
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ease,  said:  ''There  was  evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  prose- 
cutrix was  induced  by  threats  of  imprisonment  to  make  the 
accusation,  and  if  the  jury  believe  this  evidence  they  should 
have  taken  it  into  consideration  in  determining  her  cred- 
ibility/' 

In  the  case  of  PeopU  v.  Christy,  65  Hun,  352,  [20  N.  T. 
Supp.  278],  a  witness  was  asked:  ''Did  you  understand  by 
making  the  statement  which  you  did  make  you  would  relieve 
yourself  from  prosecution  f  This  was  objected  to  and  ex« 
eluded,  and  the  defendant  excepted.  It  was  held  that  this 
should  have  been  admitted,  the  court  saying:  "It  related  to 
the  position  of  the  witness  with  reference  to  the  complainant 
and  the  prosecuting  o£3cer,  and  was  competent  and  material 
as  affecting  his  credibility''  (citing  Wharton's  Criminal  Evi- 
dence,  see.  477). 

In  the  case  of  People  ▼.  Benson,  6  Gal.  223,  [65  Am.  Deo. 
506],  while  the  court  was  not  discussing  the  point  under  con- 
sideration here,  yet  what  it  there  said  had  an  important  bear- 
ing on  this  case  generally,  and  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  prosecutrix  herein  was>  as  is  generally  the  case,  the 
sole  witness  to  the  act  itself.  We  quote  from  that  case: 
"There  is  no  class  of  prosecutions  attended  with  so  much 
danger,  or  which  afford  so  ample  an  opportunity  for  the  free 
play  of  malice  and  private  vengeance.  In  such  cases  the  ac- 
cused is  almost  defenseless,  and  courts,  in  view  of  the  facility 
with  which  charges  of  this  character  may  be  invented  and 
maintained,  have  been  strict  in  laying  down  the  rule  which 
should  govern  the  jury  in  their  finding." 

In  a  late  and  similar  case  in  this  state,  it  is  said:  "It  will 
be  sufficient  to  say  in  a  general  way  that  in  a  case  of  this 
character  the  very  widest  latitude,  compatible  with  our  some- 
what technical  and  restricted  rules  of  evidence,  should  be  al- 
lowed the  defendant  in  his  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses 
of  the  people.  More  especially  is  this  true  with  reference 
to  the  prosecuting  witnesa  In  this  dass  of  prosecutions  the 
iefendanty  owing  to  natural  instincts  and  laudible  senti- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  jury,  and  the  usual  circumstances  of 
isolation  of  the  parties  involved  at  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fense, is,  as  a  rule,  so  disproportionately  at  the  mercy  of  the 
prosecutrix's  evidence,  that  he  should  be  given  the  full  meas- 
ure of  every  legal  right  in  an  endeavor  to  maintain  his  inno- 
cence."   (People  V.  Baldwin,  117  Cal.  249,  [49  Pac  186].) 
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The  defendant  would  clearly  have  had  the  right  on  cross- 
examination  of  the  prosecutrix  to  show,  if  it  were  true,  that 
for  charging  the  defendant  with  rape  and  proceeding  against 
him  on  that  charge  she  had  received  a  consideration  in  money. 
The  motive  which  might  prompt  her  to  make  a  colored  or  false 
statement  in  that  case  would  be  money,  while  in  the  case  under 
discussion  it  would  be  to  escape  punishment  and  enjoy  her 
liberty.  In  each  case  the  evidence  would  be  admissible  as 
affecting  her  credibility.  Bape  is  a  detestable  erime,  for  the 
conmiission  of  which  one  could  hardly  be  punished  too  se- 
verely, but  from  some  of  the  decisions  above  referred  to  and 
others  that  might  be  cited  the  view  of  the  courts  seems  to  be 
that,  as  it  is  a  crime  easily  charged  and  hard  to  defend 
against,  even  though  the  defendant  be  innocent;  and  aa  it  is 
one  which,  out  of  consideration  for  the  protection  of  the 
family  and  the  infant,  and  for  other  most  commendable  rea- 
sons is  likely  to  unduly  excite  the  sympathies  of  the  jury  for 
the  prosecution,  courts  should  be  very  liberal  in  the  extent  to 
which  witnesses  for  the  people — and  especially  the  prosecu- 
trix— may  be  cross-examined.  If  the  prosecutrix  was  under 
arrest  for  vagrancy,  and,  while  in  custody,  charged  the  defend- 
ant with  rape  to  escape  being  sent  to  a  reform  school,  it  was 
eminently  a  proper  matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  jury 
in  determining  her  credibility;  and  in  sustaining  the  objec- 
tion to  that  question  the  court  contrav^ed  the  defendant's 
right  and  committed  prejudicial  error,  for  which  the  judg- 
ment  must  be  reversed. 

The  prosecutrix  was  permitted,  over  the  objection  and  ex- 
eeption  of  the  defendant,  to  testify  as  to  her  age.  Authority 
for  the  ruling  of  the  court  is  found  in  People  v.  Bate,  115 
CaL  132,  [46  Pac  915].  Defendant  claims  this  was  error,  and 
he  cites  the  later  case  of  People  v.  Baidmnf  117  CaL  249, 
[49  Pao.  186],  which  he  claims  in  effect  overrules  the  former 
ease.  The  contention  of  the  defendant  is  that  the  testimony 
of  the  prosecutrix  as  to  her  age  is  hearsay,  and  inadmissible 
under  sections  1845,  1852  and  1870,  subdivision  4,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  unless  the  proper  foundation  shall  be  laid 
by  proof  that  the  members  of  the  family  and  blood  relatives, 
from  whom  she  received  the  information,  are  dead  or  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  As  the  case  will  have  to  be  re- 
tried for  the  reason  already  assigned,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pass 
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on  this  point.  Doubtless  the  district  attorney,  having  had 
his  attention  called  to  the  matter,  in  order  to  avoid  possible 
error  on  a  new  trial,  will  pursue  what  would  seem  to  be  the 
safer  course — ^the  one  laid  down  in  the  later  case. 

Since  the  appeal  is,  in  part,  from  the  final  judgment,  there 
is  no  merit  in  what  seems  to  be  contention  of  the  respondent, 
that  the  appellant  having  taken  no  exception  to  the  order 
denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  is  deemed  to  have  waived 
his  right  of  appeaL  (People  v.  Thompson,  115  CaL  161,  [46 
Pac.  912].) 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  judgment  is  reversed  and  a  new 
trial  ordered. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Cooper,  P.  J.^  concurred. 


[CiT.  Ko.  288.    First  Appellate  Distriet.— Febraarj  21,  1897.] 

L.  F,    GIFPEN,   Eespondent,  v.    SELMA   FRUIT  COM- 
PANY, Appellant 

Breach  of  G6ntkaot  to  Seed  and  Paok  Baisins— Kegugenck— Bax- 
AGES — Question  of  Title. — ^In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
breach  of  contract  hj  a  fruit  company  to  seed  and  pack  a  carload 
of  raisina  for  a  firm  in  a  first-class  manner,  where  it  appears  that 
thej  were  so  negligently  seeded  and  packed  that  thej  were  spoiled 
and  became  worthless,  the  fruit  company  became  liable  to  the  firm 
for  the  damages  caused  by  the  yiolation  of  the  contract,  if  it  does 
not  appear,  as  claimed  by  the  fruit  company,  that  the  firm  had 
parted  with  the  title  to  the  raisins  by  a  sale  thereof  before  suit* 

Id. — Sale  of  Baisins  bt  Sample— Wabbantt  of  Quautt— BEjBonoir 
BT  PuBOHASEfr— Title  not  Passed.— Where  the  carload  of  raisina 
in  question  was  sold  by  sample  by  the  firm  before  suit,  a  warranty 
to  ih%  purchaser  was  implied  that  the  raisins  were  up  to  the  sample^ 
and  where  they  were  rejected  by  the  purchaser  upon  inspection  as 
not  being  up  to  the  sample,  no  title  passed  thereto  from  the  firm. 

ID.— Deuvert  of  Bill  of  Lading  with  Draft — Intention  not  to  Pass 
Title. — Where  the  raisins  sold  by  sample  were  billed  to  the  order 
of  the  firm,  subject  to  inspection  and  acceptance  l^  the  purchaser, 
and  the  bill  of  lading  and  an  accompanying  draft  were  receiTed 
by  ths  purchaser  and  the  draft  paid,  before  the  raisins  arrived, 
which,  upon  arrival  and  inspection,  were  r^ected,  after  which  the 
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diaft  was  repaid  by  the  firxn,  H  if  dear  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  bill  of  ladin^^  should  not  hMVB  the  elTeet  to  pan  the  title, 
B>r— Etdsngb— CouKsx  OF  BusiNBSs.— Evidenee  wae  admiesible  te  ehow 
the  eonne  of  bnsinesa  of  the  proposed  purehaaer  with  the  finn  to 
pay  an  drafts  accompanying  bills  of  lading,  without  referenee 
to  the  transfer  of  the  goods  shipped  by  the  bill  of  lading,  that  the 
drafts  were  paid  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  seller,  and  the 
goods,  when  received  and  aeoepted,  were  credited  to  the  seller. 

fi>w— CBOSB-EZAIOKATION— OOBBBBPONnXHOB— BiST  EVmENOB— MOTION  TO 

Stbikb  Out — ^Discbbtion.— Where,  on  eross-ezamination,  it  appeared 
that  Yarious  letters  passed  between  the  parties,  it  was  not  an  abuse 
of  discretion  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  strike  out  the  evidence 
with  regard  te  the  course  of  business,  on  the  ground  that  the 
letters  were  the  best  evidence,  where  no  objection  was  made  when 
the  evidence  was  offered,  and  it  does  not  clearly  appear  that  all  the 
course  of  business  was  by  letters,  and  where  defendant  made  no 
attempt  to  have  the  letters  produced. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  fhe  Superior  Court  of 
Fresno  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  motion  for  new 
trial    H.  Z.  Austin,  Judge. 

The  f  aets  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Strother  &  Strother,  and  Harris  &  PerkinSi  for  Appellant 

If.  B.  Harris,  E.  M.  Harrisi  and  Frank  Kauke,  for  Respond- 
ent 

COOPEB,  P.  J. — ^This  action  was  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  breach  of  contract,  and  was  tried  before  a  jury.  A 
verdict  was  returned  for  plaintiff,  upon  which  judgment  was 
duly  entered.  This  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  and  order 
denying  defendant's  motion  for  a  new  tritd. 

The  facts  are  in  substance  as  follows:  In  September,  1904, 
the  defendant  entered  into  a  contract  in  writing  with  L.  F. 
Oiffen  and  Co.  (plaintiff's  assignor)  by  the  terms  of  which 
it  agreed  to  seed  and  pack  in  a  first-class  manner  the  raisins  of 
Oiffen  &  Co.  for  the  season  of  1901-5  at  the  rate  of  $1.35 
per  hundred  pounds. 

In  December,  1904,  the  defendant^  under  the  contract, 
seeded  and  packed  the  carload  of  raisins,  out  of  which  this 
eontroven^  arose,  for  Oiffen  &  Co.,  and  received  compensation 
therefor  according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract    It  is  alleged 
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that  instead  of  leeding  and  packing  the  raisins  in  accordance 
with  the  contract,  the  defendant  negligently  seeded  and 
packed  them  so  that  they  spoiled  and  became  absolutely  worth- 
less. The  verdict  of  the  juiy  finds  by  implication  that  the  al- 
legation as  to  defendant's  negligence  is  true.  The  statement 
en  motion  for  a  new  trial  shows  that  the  plaintiff  introduced 
evidence  tending  to  show  that  the  raisins  were  not  in  good 
condition,  and  that  their  condition  **wbb  due  to  the  fault 
and  negligence  of  the  defendant  in  seeding,  processing  and 
packing  said  raisins.''  Appellant's  counsel,  in  their  opening 
brief,  veiy  frankly  and  properly  admit  that  'Hhe  evidence 
as  to  such  wrongful  acts  of  defendant  was  conflicting,  and  tbo 
jury  found  for  the  plaintiff." 

It  seems,  therefore,  evident  that  the  defendant  violated  its 
contract,  and  thus  became  liable  for  the  damages  it  caused 
thereby. 

It  is  contended,  however,  by  the  defendant  that  Giffen  & 
Co.,  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  action,  had  sold  the 
raisins  to  McCord-Brady  Co.  of  Omaha,  and  hence  they  argue 
that  the  right  of  action  was  in  McCord-Brady  Co.  and  not  in 
the  plaintiff.  The  decision  of  the  case  upon  its  merits  is  thus 
dependent  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  Giffen  &  Co. 
had  parted  with  the  title  to  the  raisins.  The  evidence  shows 
that  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  action  Giffen  &  Co. 
had  agreed  to  sell  to  McCord-Brady  Co.  at  Omaha  a  given 
quantity  of  raisins  in  accordance  with  a  sample  which  had  been 
sent.  The  carload  of  raisins  involved  in  this  suit  was  shipped 
to  fill  this  order.  The  raisins  were  billed  to  the  order  of 
Giffen  &  Co.  at  Omaha  subject  to  inspection.  When  the  ship* 
ment  was  made  Giffen  &  Co.  drew  on  McCord-Brady  Co.  for 
the  agreed  price  of  the  raisins,  the  draft  being  attached  to 
the  bill  of  lading,  and  forwarded  to  the  National  Bank  of 
Omaha  for  collection.  The  bill  of  lading  bore  across  the  face 
of  it  the  direction  to  ''allow  inspection."  An  invoice  and 
bill  of  the  raisins  were  sent  to  the  McCord-Brady  Co.,  and 
the  draft  was  paid  by  them  upon  presentation,  but  at  the 
time  it  was  paid  the  company  had  not  inspected  nor  received 
the  raisins,  because  they  had  not  arrived  at  their  destination. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  the  raisins  they  were  rejected  upon  in- 
spection, and  Giffen  &  Co.  were  notified  of  such  rejection,  and 
opoA  being  so  notified  they  stored  the  raisins  in  a  warehouse 
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in  Omaha,  and  were  unable  to  dispose  of  them.  In  the  oonna 
of  dealing  between  Oiffen  &  Co.  and  the  McCord-Brady  Co., 
the  drafts  drawn  on  the  company  at  Omaha  were  paid, 
ehai^ed  to  the  account  of  Giffen  &  Co.,  and  the  goods,  when 
received,  credited  to  Giffen  &  Co.  The  draft  in  this  ease  was 
charged  to  the  account  of  Giffen  &  Co.,  and  has  since  been 
paid  in  full  by  them. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  above  facts  do  not  constitute 
a  sale  of  the  raisins  to  the  McGord-Brady  Co.  A  sale  is  a 
contract  by  which  one  transfers  to  another  an  interest  in 
property.  In  order  to  constitute  a  sale  the  contract  must  give 
and  pass  rights  of  property.  The  property  must  be  identified. 
The  evidence  shows  that  the  raisins  were  bought  by  sample, 
and  that  they  were  rejected,  because  not  up  to  sample.  Upon 
proof  that  the  sale  was  made  by  sample  the  law  implies  a  war- 
ranty that  the  quality  of  the  property  sold  is  up  to  the  sample 
exhibited  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  1766),  and  the  title  will  not  pass 
until  there  has  been  an  acceptance.  (Mechem  on  Sales,  sees. 
522,  746,  1212;  Pope  v.  AUis,  115  U.  S.  372,  [6  Sup.  Ct.  69] ; 
Taylor  v.  Saxe,  134  N.  Y.  67,  [31  N.  B.  258] ;  Gardiner  v. 
McDonogh,  147  Cal.  313,  [81  Pao.  964].) 

It  is  claimed  that  the  delivery  of  the  bill  of  lading  with 
the  draft  to  McCord-Brady  Co.  had  the  effect  to  transfer  the 
title  of  the  carload  of  raisins  to  McCord-Brady  Co.  A  bill 
of  lading  does  not  in  all  cases  transfer  the  title  of  the  prop- 
erty described  thereon  to  the  party  to  whom  it  is  delivered. 
It  depends  upon  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case  and 
the  intention  of  the  parties.  In  this  case  the  intention  was 
that  the  bill  of  lading  should  be  delivered  to  McCord-Brady 
Co.  with  the  draft,  and  when  the  draft  was  paid  and  the 
raisins  inspected  and  accepted  as  being  up  to  the  sample  the 
title  should  vest  in  McCord-Brady  Co.  The  bill  of  lading 
was  delivered,  the  draft  paid,  but  the  goods  were  not  what 
McCord-Brady  Co.  had  purchased,  and  they  never  accepted 
them,  nor  did  they  take  possession  of  them.  It  was  not  in- 
tended that  the  title  should  pass  by  the  delivery  of  the  bill 
of  lading.  A  bill  of  lading  does  not  have  the  effect  of  passing 
the  title,  where  the  evidence  clearly  shows  a  contrary  inten- 
tion {Emery's  Sons  v.  Irving  Nat.  Bank,  25  Ohio  St.  364, 
[18  Am.  Hep.  299] ;  HUmer  v.  HUls,  138  CaL  135,  [70  Pac 
1060J ;  Dodge  v.  Meyer,  61  CaL  405). 
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One  Broadwelly  the  bookkeeper  of  Oiffen  &  Co.,  was  called 
as  a  witness  for  plaintiff,  and  after  giving  evidence  of  var- 
ious matters  in  which  no  objection  was  made,  testified  that 
Oiffen  &  Co.  had  miade  various  shipments  of  raisins  to  Mc^ 
Cord-Brady  Co.,  covering  a  period  of  more  than  a  year.  He 
was  then  asked  tiie  question :  '^ Q.  Now,  then,  state  the  course 
of  business  that  has  been  followed  all  the  time,  if  any,  as  to 
the  drawing  on  them  in  these  matters  and  the  payment  of  the 
draft."  To  this  question  the  defendant  objected  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  incompetent,  irrelevant  and  immaterial, 
''and  the  only  thing  that  would  be  competent,  material  or 
relevant  would  be  what  was  actually  done  in  this  case.''  The 
objection  to  the  question  was  overruled.  The  witness  then 
testified  that  sometimes  Oiffen  &  Co.  would  bill  a  car  for  the 
actual  amount,  and  draw  for  it  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  at 
other  times  they  would  draw  on  McCord-Brady  Co.,  and  hold 
the  goods  in  their  own  warehouse.  That  McCord-Brady  Co. 
always  paid  the  drafts  so  drawn  as  they  did  in  this  case. 

The  evidence  was  properly  admitted.  It  tended  to  show  the 
intention  of  the  parties  as  to  the  transfer  of  the  title  to  the 
raisins.  It  tended  to  show  that  by  the  course  of  dealing  the 
drafts  of  Oiffen  &  Co.  were  paid  without  refer^ice  to  the 
transfer  of  the  goods  shipped  by  a  bill  of  lading.  It  was 
shown  by  the  cross-examination  of  the  witness  that  various 
letters  had  passed  between  Oiffen  &  Co.  and  McCord-Brady 
Co.,  and  that  the  negotiations  were  by  letters.  The  witness 
also  testified  that  the  understanding  arrived  at  was  from 
the  letters  and  ''the  understanding  between  us  and  Cartan 
ft  Jeffrey  and  through  them  with  McCord-Brady.''  Defend- 
ant's counsel  then  moved  the  court  to  strike  out  the  testimony 
of  the  witness  as  to  the  course  of  business  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  the  best  evidence.  The  court  denied  the  motion, 
and  we  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  that  in  so  doing  it  did  not 
abuse  its  discretion.  The  objection  on  the  ground  that  the 
eourse  of  business  could  not  be  shown  by  oral  testimony  be- 
cause  reduced  to  writing  was  not  miade  when  the  evidence  was 
offered.  Nor  does  it  clearly  appear  by  cross-examination  that 
all  the  course  of  business  was  contained  in  the  letters.  De- 
fendant made  no  attempt  to  get  the  letters  or  to  have  the 
plaintiff  produce  them  in  court 
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It  was  not  error  to  give  plaintiff's  instruction  No.  6,  as 
it  is  in  accordance  with  what  we  have  said  as  to  the  passing  of 
title  by  the  bill  of  lading. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  a£Brmed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 


[Cir.  Ko.  238.    Third  AppeUate  Distrkt—VbbniATr  21,  1907.] 

BDWAED  DOYLE,  Respondent,  v.  JAMES  C.  ESCHEN 
et  al.,  Appdlants. 

KlOUGXNGB— GONTBIBUTOBT  NSGLIGXNCE — QUESTIONS  OP  FaOT  AND  LaW. 

Where  the  facts  are  such  that  reasonable  men  maj  fairljr  diifer  as 
to  whether  there  was  negligence  or  contributoxy  negligence  or  not, 
in  a  ease  of  personal  injury,  the  determination  of  the  matter  is  a 
^estion  of  fact  for  the  jury.  It  is  only  where  the  facts  are  such 
that  all  reasonable  men  must  draw  the  same  conclusion  from  them 
that  the  question  of  negligence  is  one  of  law  for  the  court 

I^ — ^MizED  Question  of  Law  and  Fact. — ^Usually  the  consideration  of 
negligence,  including  contributory  negligence,  involves  a  mixed  ques- 
tion of  law  and  fact,  in  which  it  devolves  upon  the  court  to  say, 
as  matter  of  law,  what  is  or  amounts  to  negligence,  and  upon  the 
jury  to  say,  as  matter  of  fact,  whether  or  not  in  the  particular 
case  the  facts  proved  show  negligence. 

ID,«— MonoN  roB  Nonsuit — Question  of  Contbibutobt  Neoligenca— 
Facts  Taken  as  Pboved — Infeelenges  Against  Defendant. — ^Upon 
a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  on  the  ground  that  contributory  negligence  is 
shown  by  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  every  fact  that  plaintiff's  evi- 
dence proves  or  tends  to  prove  must  be  taken  by  the  court  as  proved, 
and  must  be  taken  in  the  strongest  light  against  the  defendant,  and 
interpreted  most  strongly  against  him. 

DDw— Motion  Peopsblt  Bbnued — Question  fob  Jubt.— H«ld,  that  plain- 
tiff's evidence,  admitting  that  his  testimony  was  somewhat  incon- 
sistent and  partly  absurd,  does  not  show  as  matter  of  law  that 
he  was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  and  that  it  was  proper 
to  deny  the  motion,  and  to  submit  the  question  of  eontributoxy 
negligence  to  the  jury. 

Id.^ — Costs — ^Leoal  Percentage  in  San  Fbancisoo — Statute  not  Bb- 
FEALED. — The  act  of  February  9,  1866  (Stats.  1865-66),  regulating 
the  recovery  of  a  percentage  in  litigated  eases  in  the  city  and  county 
ttf  San  Francisco  to  be  included  in  the  judgment  against  the  ad- 
ipaxae  party,  was  not  repealed  by  the  fee  law  of  1895^  and  tibe  per- 
Mintage  allowed  by  that  set  is  still  zecoverabls^ 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing  a  new  triaL    F.  J.  Murasky,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Van  Ness  &  Bedman,  and  L.  A.  Bedman,  for  Appellants. 

Sullivan  &  Sullivan,  and  Theo.  J.  Boche,  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J.— This  is  an  action  for  damages.  It  was  oc- 
casioned by  respondent  falling  into  the  hold  of  a  vessel, 
through  a  ballast  hatch  in  the  lower  deck.  This  hatchway, 
it  is  claimed,  without  the  knowledge  of  respondent  and  with- 
out notice  to  him  and  when  he  had  reason  to  believe  and  did 
believe  it  was  closed,  was  left  open  and  unprotected  and  with- 
out any  lights  about  it,  through  the  negligence  of  appellants, 
who  were  stevedores  engaged  in  ballasting  said  vessel.  De- 
fendants in  their  answer,  either  positively  or  on  information 
and  belief,  denied  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint 
and  alleged  that  ''immediately  after  said  hatch  was  uncovered 
and  before  said  accident  the  employees  of  these  defendants 
put  a  guard  and  fender  around  it  and  also  placed  lights  near 
by  it,  which  lights  were  burning  at  the  time  plaintiff  fell 
into  said  hatch." 

The  case  was  tried  before  a  jury.  A  verdict  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  for  $7,500  was  rendered.  Defendant  appealed  from 
the  judgment  and  the  order  denying  their  motion  for  a  new 
trial  and  also  from  an  order  refusing  to  strike  from  plaintiff's 
memorandum  of  costs  the  item  of  $100,  ''alleged  legal  per- 
centage on  the  judgment  in  favor  of  plaintiff  herein." 

At  the  close  of  plaintiff's  evidence,  defendants  moved  for 
a  nonsuit,  which  was  denied. 

Among  the  reasons  urged  for  reversal,  appellants  seem 
most  confident  of  their  contention  that  by  reason  of  con- 
tributory negligence  respondent  was  not  entitled  to  relief 
and  that  their  motion  for  a  nonsuit  should  have  been  granted 
by  the  learned  judge  of  the  trial  court  Aa  so  often  affirmed 
by  the  higher  courts,  it  is  conceded  that  ''when  a  given  state 
of  facts  is  such  that  reasonable  men  may  fairly  differ  upon 
the  question  as  to  whether  there  was  negligence  or  not,  the 
determination  of  the  matter  is  for  the  jury.    It  is  only  where 
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the  f  aets  are  such  that  all  reasonable  men  must  draw  the  same 
conclusion  from  them,  that  the  question  of  negligence  is  eyer 
considered  as  one  of  law  for  Uie  court/'  {Texas  C  By. 
V.  Oentry,  163  U.  S.  353,  [16  Sup.  Ct.  1104].)  And,  further- 
more,  that  usually  the  consideration  of  negligence,  including 
"contributory  negligence,**  involves  "a  mixed  question  of  law 
and  fact,  in  which  it  devolves  upon  the  court,  to  say,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  what  is  or  amounts  to  negligence,  and  upon 
the  jury  to  say  as  matter  of  fact  whether  or  not  in  the  par- 
ticular case  the  facts  in  proof  warrant  the  imputation  of  negli- 
gence. The  court  furnishes  the  standard;  the  jury  adjusts 
the  facts  and  pronounces  them  as  up  to  or  falling  short  of  the 
requirements  of  the  standard.  When,  however,  the  facts 
are  dearly  settled,  and  the  course  which  common  prudence 
dictates  can  be  readily  discerned,  the  court  should  decide  the 
case  as  matter  of  law.'*  {Van  Praag  v.  Oale,  107  CaL  438, 
[40  Pac  555] ;  Shearman  and  Bedfield  on  Negligence,  sec.  26; 
Davis  V.  Pacific  Power  Co.,  107  Cal.  575,  [48  Am.  St.  Rep. 
156,  40  Pac  950] ;  Wahlgren  v.  Market  St.  By.  Co.,  132  CaL 
656,  [62  Pac  308,  64  Pac.  993].) 

It  is  also  not  controverted  that  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit 
is  substantially  a  demurrer  to  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  and 
this  being  so,  and  the  court  having  no  right  to  pass  upon 
the  weight  of  evidence,  every  fact  that  plaintiff's  evidence 
proves  or  tends  to  prove  must  be  taken  by  the  court  to  be 
proved.  It  must  be  taken  in  the  strongest  light  as  against  the 
defendant  {Pumell  v.  Bdeigh  d;  O.  B.  Co.,  122  N.  G.  832, 
[29  S.  E.  953] ),  and  ''at  the  hearing  of  such  motion  the  evi- 
dence should  be  interpreted  most  strongly  against  the  defend- 
ant" {Wright  v.  Boseberry,  81  Cal.  87,  [22  Pac.  336]; 
Warner  v.  Darrow,  21  CaL  309,  [27  Pac.  737] ;  Hanley  v. 
Bridge  Co.,  127  CaL  236,  [59  Pac.  577].) 

It  is  only  in  comparatively  rare  cases  when  the  court  is 
justified  in  saying  as  a  matter  of  law  that  a  given  state  of 
facts  constitutes  contributory  negligence  and  precludes  the 
plaintiff  from  recovery.  It  is  easy  to  formulate  a  rule  of  con- 
iributory  negligence,  but  it  is  much  more  difficult  by  that 
role  to  measure  the  facts  and  determine  inoontestably  the  only 
conclusion  warranted  by  the  standard  of  ordinary  prudence, 
caution  and  discretion.  In  the  accidents  occasioned  by  per- 
sons passing  over  the  tracks  of  steam  railroads,  in  order  to 
obviate  the  imputation  of  contributory  negligence^  the  con- 
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sensiLS  of  the  opinion  of  men  of  ordinary  care  and  prudence 
has  become  crystalized  into  the  demand,  recognized  by  all  the 
courts,  that  the  injured  party  must  stop  and  look  and  listen 
before  placing  himself  in  a  position  of  such  manifest  peril. 
But  in  the  multifarious  positions  of  hazard  involved  in  the 
varied  pursuits  and  environments  of  modem  civilization  it  is 
apparent  that  seldom  can  the  law  prescribe  with  precision 
what  specific  acts  of  omission  or  commission  shall  prevent  the 
recovery  of  damages  for  injuries  received.  In  most  cases^ 
under  proper  instructions,  the  determination  of  the  question 
should  be  left  to  the  decision  of  a  jury. 

In  the  present  instance,  considering  the  evidence  most  f  avor- 
ably  to  respondent  is  it  true  that  only  one  conclusion  could  be 
drawn  by  men  of  average  caution  and  intelligence!  And 
is  that  irresistible  conclusion  to  the  effect  that  respondent  was 
guilty  of  such  contributory  negligence  as  to  preclude  recovery, 
notwithstanding  the  negligence  of  defendants!  It  is  so  in- 
sisted by  appellants.  The  plaintiff  testified  that  for  two 
weeks  he  had  been  engaged  at  work  as  foreman  ship  carpenter 
in  constructing  and  placing  waterways  in  said  vessel,  as  al- 
leged in  the  complaint;  that  when  he  began  his  work  the 
hatchways  were  all  covered  with  spiked  plank;  ''that  there 
were  three  decks  on  the  vessel  and  four  ballast  hatches  on  each 
of  the  two  lower  decks  and  none  on  the  upper  deck,  and  these 
hatches  were  only  used  for  ballast;  that  during  his  work  there 
the  men  and  himself  were  accustomed  daily  to  traverse  the 
lower  deck,  walking  over  these  hatches,  which  were  nailed 
down,  and  carrying  timbers  on  their  shoulders;  that  when  he 
left  at  12  o'clock  March  18th,  the  trimming  or  ballast  hatches 
'were  all  covered  up;  that  they  worked  upon  the  ship  with 
candle-light  and  it  was  too  dark  to  do  without  it ;  that  when  he 
came  back  from  lunch  about  1  o'clock  he  went  down  the  for* 
ward  hatch  and  then  walked  aft  on  the  lower  deck;  that  he 
could  not  see  much  there,  although  there  were  a  few  lights 
scattered  around  with  the  men  working;  he  walked  on  the 
starboard  side  in  the  same  direction  in  which  he  had  been 
accustomed  to  walk  for  two  weeks  and  he  fell  into  the  ballast 
hole,  and  there  was  neither  light,  fender,  guard  nor  rails  there, 
and  he  could  not  see  the  hole  in  the  darkness  prevailing  at  the 
time;  there  was  no  person  there  to  warn  him,  he  had  not  been 
warned,  and  he  did  not  know  the  ballast  hatchway  had  been 
opened;  and  that  was  the  first  time  it  was  open  in  two  weeks; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Feb.  1907.]  Doyub  v.  Eschbn.  59 

the  hatch  is  only  about  three  feet  square ;  there  was  very  little 
ballast  in  the  hold  at  the  time,  but  some  came  down  upon  him 
after  he  fell  in.  He  knew  the  usual  way  of  guarding  hatch- 
ways; some  have  ropes  and  stanchions;  some  have  boxes, 
put  down  into  these  holes,  so  that  the  ballast  can  go  through 
them  when  they  are  working,  and  when  they  are  idle  they  have 
covers;  they  are  supposed  to  be  covered  all  the  time;  the  bal- 
last was  thrown  through  the  side  port  into  the  between 
decks  and  wheeled  aft  to  the  trimming  hatch  in  the  middle 
deck  and  dumped  into  that  and  so  went  through  the  corre- 
sponding hatch  of  the  lower  deck  into  the  hold  of  the  vessel; 
there  was  no  cargo  in  the  vessel  and  the  work  kept  the  coal 
dust  moving  all  the  time,  especially  on  the  lower  deck." 

In  the  cross-examination  the  additional  circumstances 
brought  out  which  may  be  of  some  moment  are  as  follows: 
The  ship  was  partially  ballasted  before  it  was  brought  to 
Spear-street  wharf  where  the  accident  occurred;  respondent 
did  not  know  the  ballasting  was  not  completed  at  the  time 
of  the  accident ;  that  earlier  in  the  day  he  had  seen  on  the  ship 
Mr.  McDonald,  the  foreman  of  defendants,  but  he  had  no 
conveisation  with  him,  and  he  could  not  say  what  Mr.  Mc- 
Donald was  doing  there;  that  he  did  not  know  of  any  other 
men  on  board  except  those  in  his  employ;  he  supposed  Mc- 
Donald was  there  to  do  ballasting,  but  he  did  not  ask  him 
and  he  did  not  take  the  trouble  to  go  and  see  if  the  trimming 
hatch  was  open  or  shut,  because  he  had  no  business  to  do  so 
and  because  he  knew  the  hatch  was  shut  when  he  went  to 
lunch ;  it  is  usual  to  put  a  light  at  the  hatch  when  it  is  opened 
up ;  if  he  had  seen  one  it  would  have  been  notice  to  him  to  look 
oul^  that  the  hatch  might  be  open ;  that  when  he  came  back 
from  lunch  he  saw  them  putting  ballast  from  the  outside  on- 
to the  between  decks;  it  is  piled  up  there  and  then  wheeled 
and  thrown  down  the  trimming  hatch ;  he  did  not  know  how 
mueh  they  had  put  in  at  that  time;  at  the  time  he  went  down 
•a  to  the  lower  deck  he  knew  they  were  ballasting  the  ship, 
bat  took  no  pains  to  ascertain  whether  they  were  putting 
it  through  the  center  or  the  forward  or  the  trimming  hatch, 
and  he  did  not  hear  any  ballast  dropping  into  the  hold  of  the 
vessel;  they  would  move  the  ballast  with  wheelbarrows  from 
the  middle  deck  to  the  place  on  the  lower  deck  where  they 
wished  to  deposit  it  in  the  hold;  he  did  not  see  any  wheel* 
kaixows  nor  anyone  near  the  ballast  holes;  he  did  not  have 
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any  candle  with  him;  during  the  two  weeks  before  the  acci- 
dent, the  only  holes  on  the  lower  deck  were  the  main  hatch; 
the  bulk  of  the  ballast  is  put  in  through  the  main  hatch,  only 
a  small  portion  through  the  trimming  hatch ;  in  walking  about 
onto  the  lower  deck  he  knew  they  were  ballasting  the  ship, 
front  of  you,  but  where  this  trimming  hatch  was  you  could 
not  see  more  than  two  feet;  there  were  lights  on  the  lower 
deck  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  vessel  put  there  by  his  men 
but  not  near  the  trimming  hatch. 

In  my  judgment,  the  one  circumstance  lending  some  sup- 
port to  appellants'  contention  and  adding  some  plausibility 
to  their  argument  is  the  admission  of  respondent  that  when 
he  returned  from  lunch  he  noticed  the  men  engaged  in  the 
work  of  putting  ballast  into  the  ship.  But  the  point  at  which 
they  were  loading  was  on  the  deck  above  and  forty  or  fifty 
feet  away  from  the  trimming  hatch  into  which  he  f elL  Be- 
sides, construing  the  testimony  most  favorably  to  respondent, 
it  must  be  held  that  he  had  no  knowledge  or  notice  that  they 
were  using  at  that  time  any  of  the  trimming  hatches,  or  that 
the  hatch  in  question  had  been  opened;  and  it  must  be  con- 
ceded that  neither  guard,  nor  fender,  nor  light  was  placed 
about  or  near  the  opening  to  warn  him  of  danger.  Under  the 
circumstances,  keeping  in  view  the  fact  that  he  had  traversed 
this  deck  daily  for  two  weeks,  that  his  work  called  him  there, 
that  when  he  left  for  lunch  the  hatch  was  closed  as  it  had  been 
all  the  time  for  two  weeks  while  he  was  at  work,  that  he  was 
without  warning  that  it  had  been  changed,  and  recalling  his 
observation  that  ''when  the  trimming  hatch  is  opened  it  is  cus- 
tomary to  place  a  fender  and  lights  about  it  to  prevent  acci- 
dents,'' can  it  be  said  that  the  law  inexorably  demands  the 
eondusion  that  an  ordinarily  prudent  and  cautious  man  would 
not  have  followed  the  course  pursued  by  respondent  in  this 
particular  instance  f  It  involves  a  question,  in  my  opinion, 
open  to  candid  disputation.  Concerning  it  a  difference  of 
opinion  among  intelligent  men  is  justified  and  to  be  expeeted. 
It  was  proper  to  submit  it  to  the  jury. 

While  each  case,  owing  to  its  peculiar  facts,  is  somewhat 
of  a  '^law  unto  itself,"  the  higher  courts  with  jealous  oare 
have  guarded  from  unwarranted  invasion  the  province  of  the 
jury  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  contributory  negligence 
where  it  is  open  to  reasonable  controversy.  In  Mosheuval  v. 
Diitrict  0f  Columbia,  191  U.  S.  247,  [24  Sup.  Ct  67],  the 
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facts  were  these:  ''A  water  box  was  in  the  sidewalk  at  the 
bottom  of  three  steps  leading  from  plaintiff's  house  and  there 
was  no  other  place  of  egress  from  the  house  to  the  street. 
The  box  waa  so  situated  about  midway  of  the  steps  that  in 
order  to  go  from  the  lowest  step  to  the  sidewalk  it  was  neces- 
sary to  go  either  to  the  right  or  the  left,  which  it  would  have 
been  safe  to  do,  or  to  take  a  step  longer  than  usual  in  order 
to  step  over  the  box  and  clear  it.  It  was  about  four  inches 
square,  projecting  irregularly  above  the  level  of  the  street,  and 
waa  without  covering  of  any  kind.  ...  It  was  in  the  same 
dangerous  condition  at  the  time  of  the  beginning  of  plaintiff's 
occupancy  of  the  house,  about  nine  months  before  the  acci- 
dent, and  so  remained  without  change,  and  it  was  visible  from 
plaintiff's  house.  The  plaintiff  stumbled  over  it  once  before 
and  she  usually  went  on  one  side  or  the  other  and  not  over 
the  box,  as  she  knew  an  unusually  long  stride  was  necessary. 
.  .  .  She  testified  that  from  the  time  she  left  her  door  she 
had  the  box  in  view  a  part  of  the  time,  and  had  it  in  mind  all 
the  time  and  remembered  its  dangerous  character,  but  on  this 
occasion  she  attempted  to  step  over  it,  and  did  not  take  a  suffi- 
ciently long  step,  and  put  her  foot  into  the  hole  and  was 
thrown,  with  the  result  that  she  suffered  serious  injury.*' 
The  United  States  supreme  court  said  that  the  question  of 
contributory  negligence  waa  one  for  the  jury  and  not  for  the 
court. 

Van  Praag  t.  Gale,  107  Cal.  438,  [40  Pac.  555],  is  another 
persuasive  case.  In  the  opinion  the  following  facts  are  de- 
tailed, as  shown  by  plaintiff's  evidence:  ''For  ten  years  prior 
to  March  1,  1893,  the  plaintiff  had  kept  a  cigar  store  on  the 
west  side  of  Polk  street,  between  Sutter  and  Bush  streets. 
Defendant  for  eight  years  had  owned  a  building  consisting  of 
two  stores  north  of  and  adjoining  plaintiff's  cigar  store.  The 
store  of  defendant  next  to  plaintiff  was  a  candy  store,  and  in 
front  of  it  and  close  to  the  building  defendant  had  trapdoors 
placed  in  the  sidewalk  four  feet  wide  by  four  feet  four  and 
one-half  inches  in  length,  which  opened  on  hinges  from  the 
center,  and  when  opened  were  turned  back  flat  upon  the  side- 
walk. A  stairway  led  from  the  opening  to  the  basement  which 
waa  used  by  the  tenants  of  defendant's  building.  The  ice- 
man usually  came  in  the  morning  at  7  o'cbek,  the  ash- 
man about  nine  A.  M.  and  the  gas-man  at  intervals,  and  these 
doors  were  opened  to  give  them  access  to  the  basement    The 
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sidewalk  was  fifteen  feet  wide,  of  which  eleven  feet  were  dear 
of  the  trapdoor.  Plaintiff  was  entirely  familiar  with  the 
opening  and  had  often  been  up  and  down  the  stairs,  had  seen 
it  daily  for  years  and  had  spoken  to  defendant  about  it  being 
dangerous.  The  opening  had  no  railing  nor  protection  around 
it  On  the  morning  of  March  1,  1893,  about  9  o'clock,  plain- 
tiff being  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  his  store,  was  called 
by  Mr.  Weinshenk,  who  kept  a  jewelry  store  next  north  of  the 
candy  store,  and  went  to  the  jewelry  store  either  over  or  past 
the  trapdoors,  which  were  dosed,  talked  with  the  jewder  a 
few  minutes,  during  which  interval  the  ash-man  came  and  one 
of  the  trapdoors  was  opened  to  admit  him  to  the  basement, 
and  the  plaintiff  while  returning  south  toward  his  store,  think- 
ing of  what  the  jeweler  had  said  to  him  and  perhaps  looking 
at  a  paper  with  some  figures  upon  it,  fdl  into  the  opening 
and  was  serioudy  injured.  Plaintiff  had  seen  the  adi-man 
drive  up,  but  had  not  seen  the  trapdoor  opened."  Our  su- 
preme court  hdd  it  was  a  proper  case  to  submit  to  the  jury. 

If  the  law  was  properly  declared  in  those  two  cases^  then 
it  cannot  be  hdd  in  the  case  at  bar  that  the  only  reasonable 
oondusion  that  can  be  drawn  from  the  evidence  is  that  re- 
spondent was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence.  It  is  claimed 
by  appellants  that  the  Van  Praag  case  is  an  extreme  one, 
but  it  has  been  quoted  with  approval  by  the  supreme  court 
in  subsequent  cases  and  it  is  in  line  with  many  other  de- 
cisions of  different  courts,  among  which  may  be  cited  the 
following:  Mvller  v.  Hale,  138  CaL  163,  [71  Pac.  81] ;  Sellers 
V.  Market  St.  By.  Co.,  139  Cal.  268,  [72  Pac.  1006] ;  Woods 
V.  City  of  Boston,  121  Mass.  337;  McOuire  v.  Spencer,  91 
N.  Y.  305,  [43  Am.  Bep.  668] ;  Lyman  v.  Co.  of  Hampshire, 
140  Mass.  311,  [3  N.  E.  211] ;  Engle  v.  Smith,  82  Mich.  1,  [21 
Am.  St.  Bep.  549,  46  N.  W.  21]. 

It  may  be  admitted  that  plaintiff's  testimony  was  some- 
what inconsistent,  and  portions  of  it  seem  absurd,  but  that  was 
a  consideration  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  and  it  does  not 
present  a  question  of  law  to  be  determined  by  this  court 

2.  Complaint  is  made  of  the  court's  action  in  overruling 
the  objection  of  appellants  to  the  following  question:  ''Q. 
State  whether  or  not  any  candle-light,  even  around  the  trim- 
ming hatch,  around  this  hole,  would  enable  you  to  see  the  hole 
itself,  if  there  was  no  light  at  all  in  the  hold  of  the  vessd. 
'▲.    No.    Q.    Why!    A.    The  hold  was  black,  and  the  deok 
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blacky  and  there  was  coal  dust  moving  aruund  all  the 
time.  It  WBB  impossible  to  see  the  hole,  unless  there  was  a 
light  bdoWy  or  a  hanging  light,  hanging  lantern  about  there. 
Candles  are  no  good."  In  my  opinion  the  objection  should 
have  been  sustained,  as  the  question  called  for  a  conclusion, 
bat  it  is  apparent  that  the  error  was  without  prejudice. 

The  argument  is  made  by  appellants  that  the  testimony  in 
effect  told  the  jury  that  it  was  important  to  know  whether 
candles  placed  as  defendants'  witnesses  say  they  were  placed 
would  enable  one  approaching  the  hatch  to  see  the  opening 
itself,  whereas  the  real  purpose  and  the  only  one  required 
waa  to  give  warning  that  the  hatch  cover  was  off.  But  the 
answer  to  that  is  this:  Respondent  without  objection  had  al- 
ready testified  substantially  to  the  same  effect  when  he  said 
in  cross-examination  that  ''candles  were  no  good,"  and  that 
''they  would  not  enable  you  to  see  on  account  of  the  coal 
dust"  But  granting  to  the  testimony  the  full  effect  claimed 
by  appellants,  it  was  completely  nullified  and  the  question 
rendered  harmless  by  this  instruction  of  the  court:  ''If  from 
the  evidence  you  find,  that  prior  to  the  time  that  the  plaintiff 
Doyle  fell  into  the  lower  deck  starboard  ballast  hatch,  lights 
had  been  placed  around  said  hatch  by  the  employees  of  the 
defendants,  and  that  said  lights  were  at  said  hatch  before 
and  at  the  time  the  plaintiff  fell  into  the  hatch,  then  and  in 
that  case  your  verdict  should  be  against  the  plaintiff  and  in 
favor  of  the  defendants."  This  instruction  in  effect  told  the 
jury  that  it  made  no  difference  whether  the  opening  was  il- 
luminated or  not;  if  the  lights  were  placed  there  by  defend- 
ants they  were  absolved  from  liability. 

8.  Contention  is  made  that  $100  should  have  been  stricken 
from  the  cost-biU.  This  allowance  was  made  by  virtue  of 
subdivision  6  of  "An  Act  to  regulate  Fees  in  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  approved  Feby.  9,  1866"  (Stats. 
1865-66,  p.  68),  which  is  as  follows:  "The  prevailing  party 
shall  be  allowed  five  per  cent  on  the  amount  recovered,  to- 
gether with  any  sum  by  him  so  paid  in  a  cause,  as  costs 
and  disbursements,  to  be  included  in  the  judgment  against 
the  adverse  party;  provided  said  five  per  cent  shall  be  al- 
lowed only  in  litigated  cases  and  said  percentage  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  exceed  $100  in  any  one  judgment"  The  valid- 
ity of  the  statute  has  been  upheld  in  Corwin  v.  Ward,  35 
CbL  198,  [95  Am.  Dec  93] ;  Whitaker  v.  Haynes,  49  CaL 
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597  J  Fanning  v.  Leviston,  93  Cal.  188,  [28  Pac.  943] ;  Oolden 
Gate  L.  Co.  v.  Sahrbacher,  105  Cal.  114,  [88  Pac  635].  But 
it  is  claimed  that  it  has  been  repealed  by  the  statute  passed 
in  1895  entitled,  ''An  Act  to  establish  the  fees  of  county, 
township  and  other  officers  and  of  jurors  and  witnesses  in 
this  state."  (Stats.  1895,  p.  268.)  The  statute  of  1895 
does  not,  however,  in  express  terms  nor  by  implication  re- 
peal subdivision  6  of  the  act  of  1866.  The  title  of  the  act 
of  1895  does  not  purport  to  affect  the  question  of  costs  in 
litigated  or  other  cases.  The  reasoning  of  the  supreme  court 
in  the  case  of  HUton  v.  Curry,  124  Ca).  84,  [56  Pac  784], 
seems  decisive  of  this  question  in  favor  of  respondent. 

There  is  no  other  point  requiring  attention. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
and  the  order  denying  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  $100  per- 
centage from  the  cost-bill  are  affirmed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  April  22,  1907. 


[GiT.  No.  803.    Second  Appellate  Distriet—Februaiy  28,  1907.] 
D.  D.  SNYDER,  Respondent,  v.  A.  J.  REGAN,  Appellant. 

AonoN  Against  Prior  Lesses  or  Store— Wrongful  Withholdins 
FROM  Subsequent  Lessee — Damages — ^Defense — Settlement  or 
Prior  Suit  Against  Lessor — Instruction — Support  of  Verdict. 
In  an  action  by  a  subsequent  lessee  of  a  store  to  recover  damage 
against  a  prior  lessee  for  the  wrongful  withholding  thereof  after 
the  term,  in  which  defendant  pleaded  in  bar  a  prior  action  to  ra- 
eoTcr  the  same  damages  against  the  lessor,  which  was  settled  and 
dismissed  upon  the  lessor's  payment  of  costs  and  plaintiff's  at- 
torney's fees,  where  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  they  found 
that  the  actual  damages  sued  for  against  the  lessor  had  entered 
into  the  settlement  and  dismissal  of  the  prior  suit,  plaintiff  could 
not  recover  them  against  the  lessee,  and  the  jury  found  a  general 
^«rdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  actual  damages  claimed  against 
tht  prior  lessee,  such  verdict  amouuta  to  a  finding  that  sneh  actual 
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damagM  were  not  ineluded  in  sneh  BetUement,  and  there  being  evi- 
dence to  support  it,  the  verdict  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  appeal. 

IDw— OOHPSTBNCT  OV  EVIDENCE  AS  TO  SETTLEMENT— BBCEIPT  IN  GENERAL 

Tbbhs— BELEA3B  OF  ALL  CLAIMS.— It  was  Competent  to  show  what 
matters  entered  into  the  settlement  and  dismissal  of  the  prior  suit 
•gainst  the  lessor,  even  though  the  receipt  in  general  terms  released 
the  lessor  from  all  daims  of  damages  against  him. 

lD.«-PLa4DiNfl — OwNSBSHip  ow  BUSINESS  DAMAGED. — ^Ah  averment  that 
plaintiif  was  a  merchant  in  the  citj  where  the  storeroom  was  leased, 
and  conducted  a  store  business  in  that  dtj,  and  that  in  view  of 
inereasiiig  his  businees  he  leased  the  storeroom  wrongfoUj  withheld, 
and  was  injured  in  his  businees  because  he  eould  not  remove  his 
goods  thereto,  is  a  suficient  averment  of  the  ownership  of  the  busi- 
ness damaged  as  against  a  general  demurrer. 

ID«— DxPBEGiATiON  IN  Yajaje  OW  QoohB  TO  BUSINESS.— An  avcrmeut 
that  ''the  goods  depreciated  in  value  to  plaintiff's  business,"  suiB- 
dentljr  alleges  a  loss  to  the  business  conducted  by  plaintiff,  in  re- 
lation to  such  goods  as  he  would  have  been  enabled  to  sell  but  for  the 
tortious  aets  of  defendant. 

D».r«-SUPPQBT    or    VEKDIGT — CONIUOTINO    EVIDENOB    AS    TO    OWNERSHIP 

AND  Damage.— Where  there  was  a  conflict  of  evidence  as  to  plain- 
tiff's ownership  of  the  businees,  and  as  to  whether  the  damages 
thereto  eould  have  been  avoided  by  the  use  of  ordinary  diligence, 
as  wen  as  to  the  amount  of  damages  suffered  on  account  of  the 
various  it«ns  specified  in  the  complaint,  and  as  to  whether  his 
goods  aetuallj  depreciated  in  value,  to  his  injuiy,  and  there  was 
some  testimony  to  support  the  verdict  for  plaintiff,  it  is  conclusive 
as  to  all  such  questions. 
t^ — litems  or  Damage  —  Beview  ufon  Appeal. — ^Where  the  agreed 
proof  is  each  as  to  warrant  the  jury  in  determining  generally  the 
damage  to  the  extent  found  by  them  in  their  verdict,  it  is  not  in- 
eombent  npon  the  appellate  court  to  enter  upon  a  calculation  as  to 
the  elements  of  damages,  and  what  may  or  may  not  have  been  con- 
sidered, or  the  weight  or  effect  which  was  given  to  any  particular 
testimony  as  to  items  of  damage,  nor  to  examine  the  items  to  de- 
termine whether  the  jury  considered  some  small  item,  where  the  tes- 
timony was  very  slight. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Loia  Obispo  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
B.  P.  Unangsty  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Wm.  Shipsey,  for  Appellant. 

8.  v.  Wrii^ht,  for  Respondent 
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ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Action  to  recover  damages  for  wrongfully 
withholding  possession  of  certain  premises.  Verdict  and  judg- 
ment for  plaintiff,  from  which  judgment,  and  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial,  defendant  appeals. 

The  action  was  brought  by  plaintiff,  the  lessee  of  a  certain 
storeroom  in  the  city  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  whose  lease  thereof 
commenced  September  1,  1903.  The  defendant  as  a  prior 
lessee,  whose  lease  expired  at  the  date  last  named,  was  in 
possession,  and,  notwithstanding  the  expiration  of  his  lease, 
refused  to  surrender  the  same,  but  continued  in  possession 
until  September  23d  of  that  year.  Plaintiff,  relying  upon 
his  lease,  made  purchases  of  goods  most  marketable  at  that 
point  in  the  month  of  September,  and  which  were  duly  re- 
ceived about  September  1st,  but  by  reason  of  defendant's 
acts  it  became  necessary  to  store  the  same  at  an  expense  to 
plaintiff;  and  other  goods  were  delayed  in  consignment  be- 
cause of  plaintiff's  inability  to  furnish  storeroom  therefor, 
and  a  loss  ensued  to  plaintiff  by  not  being  able  to  display 
and  sell  the  said  goods  during  September.  That  in  conse- 
quence of  the  expected  removal,  plaintiff  disarranged  his  store 
tiien  occupied  by  him  so  as  to  seriously  interfere  with  his 
business  during  the  time  that  defendant  wrongfully  held  pos- 
session of  the  other  store ;  and  suffered  other  losses  specifically 
set  out  in  the  complaint.  Afterward,  in  November,  1903, 
plaintiff  commenced  an  action  against  the  lessor  to  recover 
damages  for  breach  of  contract  by  reason  of  his  failure  to 
deliver  possession  of  the  premises.  In  that  complaint  most 
of  the  items  of  damages  were  identical  with  those  set  out  in 
this  action.  That  action  against  the  lessor  was  dismissed  un- 
der an  agreement  by  which  the  lessor  paid  the  costs  of  court, 
and  the  attorney's  fees  for  the  preparation  and  filing  of  the 
complaint,  estimated  at  $45.25.  Defendant  in  this  action 
pleaded  such  settlement  and  dismissal  as  a  bar  to  this  ac- 
tion, claiming  that  all  questions  of  actual  damage  accruini2; 
to  plaintiff  had  once  been  satisfied  and  paid. 

The  trial  judge  instructed  the  jury  that  if  they  should  find 
that  such  actual  damage  bad  entered  into  the  settlement  of 
the  action  against  the  lessor  and  plaintiff  had  received  a 
valuable  consideration  on  account  of  such  settlement  and  dis- 
missal, that  plaintiff  could  not  again  recover  the  amount  of 
such  actual  damages  from  defendant;  and,  further,  that  the 
adequacy  of  such  payment  was  not  material;  that  the  ques- 
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tion  was,  Did  plaintiff  receive  any  sum  in  settlement  of  the 
actual  damages  suffered  by  himf 

The  verdict,  which  was  a  general  one  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
as,  by  implication,  amounts  to  a  finding  that  such  actual  dam- 
ages had  not  been  the  subject  of  such  settlement.  There  was 
evidence  to  suport  such  finding,  and  it  will  not  be  disturbed 
upon  appeal. 

It  was  competent  to  show  what  matters  entered  into  the 
settlement  and  dismissal,  even  though  the  receipt  in  general 
terms  released  the  lessor  from  all  claims  of  damages  against 
hnn.  (Jersey  Island  Dredging  Co.  v.  Whitney,  149  CaL  269, 
[86  Pac.  691].) 

There  was  a  conflict  of  evidence  with  reference  to  the  owner- 
ship of  the  business,  and  as  to  whether  the  damages  could 
have  been  avoided  by  the  use  of  ordinary  diligence,  as  well 
as  to  the  amount  of  damages  suffered  on  account  of  the  vari- 
ous matters  specified  in  the  complaint.  But  as  to  all  of  such 
matters  there  is  some  testimony  warranting  the  jury  in  its 
finding,  and  under  the  well-established  rule,  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  is  determinative  of  all  such  questions.  Appellant, 
however,  insists  that  the  complaint  itself  does  not  aver  owner- 
ship in  the  goods  or  business  alleged  to  have  been  injured. 
We  find  an  allegation  that  plaintiff  was  a  merchant  in  the  city 
of  San  Louis  Obispo,  and  conducted  a  store  business  at  that 
place  and  was  desirous  of  increasing  his  business,  in  view 
of  which  he  entered  into  a  lease  for  the  premises  by  which 
plaintiff  rented  said  storeroom,  and  was  injured  in  his  busi- 
ness because  he  could  not  remove  his  goods  thereto.  As 
against  a  general  demurrer  this  is  a  sufficient  averment  of 
ownership  of  the  business  intended  to  be  carried  on  in  said 
leased  premises.  A  statement  of  facts  which  indicates  with 
reasonable  certainty  actual  ownership  is  the  equivalent  of  an 
allegation  of  the  ultimate  fact 

It  is  next  contended  as  to  one  of  the  allegations  of  dam- 
ages, namely:  as  to  the  depreciation  in  value  of  certain  goods, 
that  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  are  insufficient  to  en- 
title plaintiff  to  the  recovery  of  such  item.  The  allegation  is 
that  '^the  goods  depreciated  in  value  to  plaintiff's  business." 
It  is  argued  that  this  is  not  a  suffix^ient  allegation  of  deprecia- 
tion to  authorize  a  recovery;  that  a  recovery  can  be  had  only 
for  the  actual  market  depreciation,  which,  it  is  claimed,  is 
BOt  shown  in  the  record.    We  accept  this  allegation  of  injury 
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on  account  of  the  depreciation  in  value  to  the  busincGB  as 
sufficient  to  allege  a  loss  to  the  business  conducted  by  plain- 
tiff in  relation  to  such  goods  as  he  would  have  been  enabled 
to  sell  but  for  the  tortious  acts  of  defendant  It  was  for  the 
jury  to  say  whether  such  goods  actually  depreciated  in  value 
to  the  injury  of  plaintiff  and  his  business,  which  it  has  deter- 
mined adversely  to  the  appellant  When  there  is  some  tes- 
timony in  the  record  sufficient  to  sustain  a  verdict,  it  is  not 
incumbent  upon  us  to  enter  upon  a  calculation  as  to  the 
elements  of  damage  and  what  may  or  may  not  have  been  con- 
sidered, or  the  weight  or  effect  which  was  given  to  any  par- 
ticular testimony  in  connection  with  such  items  of  damage. 
Nor  will  we  enter  into  an  examination  of  the  items  entering 
into  the  verdict  to  determine  whether  the  jury  considered 
some  small  item  where  the  testimony  was  very  slight,  when  the 
general  proof  is  such  as  to  warrant  a  jury  in  determining 
generally  the  damage  to  the  extent  found  by  them  in  their 
verdict. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  indicating  passion  or  pre- 
judice; nor  was  there  anything  in  the  conduct  of  respondent's 
counsel  which  could  have  had  the  effect  of  prejudicing  an 
intelligent  jury.  Taking  the  whole  record,  we  are  satisfied 
that  the  verdict  was  a  fair  one;  that  the  charges  of  the  court 
were  proper,  and  that  there  is  no  prejudicial  error  in  such 
record. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.  No.  281.    Third  Appellate  Distriet— Febrnarj  88,  1907.] 

J.  W.  WATKINS  and  W.  B.  THURMAN,  a  Copartnership, 
et«.,  Respondents,  v.  FRANK  QLAS,  Jr.,  and  W.  H. 
QLAS,  Appellants. 

PlBTT-WALL— OONTBACT    VOK    GONmBUnON— PLKADIKe — OSATAICIN    OV 

GoMPLAiNT. — In  an  action  to  recover  one-half  of  the  eoet  of  the 
erection  of  a  party-wall,  under  a  written  eontiaet  to  eontributa  one- 
half  thereof  to  the  one  actuaUj  building  the  wall,  the  gravamen  of 
the  complaint  is  the  building  of  the  waU  bj  one  eotarminoua  owner, 
and  the  use  thereof  hj  the  othfir,  without  eontribating  his  pari  ef 
the  eoet  of  ereetioa. 
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Id. — ^Paymxnt  or  Ck>BT  ow  Wall  Immaterial. — ^It  is  not  necesaarj  to 
ayer  that  the  partj  ereeting  the  wall  has  paid  the  cost  of  its 
ereetioii,  before  the  aetion  for  eontributioii  tinder  the  eontraet  there- 
for is  brought,  nor  is  it  a  defense  that  plaintiff  has  not  paid  the 
eost  of  erection  to  the  builder  employed  to  erect  it. 

In, — Ungebtaintt  in  PLEAniNa — Gbnsral  DsMimsER. — ^Where  the  com- 
plaint is  sufficient  as  against  a  general  demurrer,  the  fact  that  some 
of  its  averments  are  uncertain  cannot  be  considered  where  no  special 
demurrer  for  uncertainty  was  interposed, 

B>. — SuvnciSNOT  ow  Complaint — ^Pabtt-wall  Aoreemknt — Appbaiss- 
MXNT  or  Cost  by  Agbxed  Abohitect. — II  complaint  which  alleges 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  erection  of  the  wall,  that  it  was  erected  by  one  of  them, 
that  the  eost  thereof  was  appraised  by  the  architect  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  the  notification  to  defendants  of  such  ap- 
praisement, and  alleges  that  defendants  are  making  use  of  the 
wall,  and  have  not  paid  their  share  of  the  burden  of  its  erection, 
is  sufficient  as  against  a  general  demurrer. 

To.— Relation  or  Dsbtob  and  Cbeditob — ^Assionabilitt  or  Right  or 
AonoN. — The  complaint  shows  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  parties,  and  the  party  erecting  the  wall  became  vested 
with  a  right  of  aetion  against  the  other  party,  which  was  assignable, 
and  enforceable  by  the  assignees,  subject  to  any  defense  or  eounter- 
claim  against  the  assignor. 

In.— DErENSB  Unproved— CoNCLUSivi  Finding. — Where  no  evidence  is 
offered  upon  a  defense  pleaded,  the  finding  that  the  allegations 
of  such  defense  are  untrue   is  unassailable. 

Iton — Order  or  Paoor — Opening  or  Cause — ^Motion  or  Detendant— 
Judgment  Pleaded  in  Abatement  and  in  Bar — ^Disoretion.^- 
Where  the  onttf  was  upon  plaintiff  to  prove  the  averments  of  the 
eomplalnt  denied  by  the  answer,  the  court  properly  exercised  its 
discretion  in  denying  a  motion  of  defendant  to  open  the  case  first 
by  proving  a  former  judgment  pleaded  in  bar  and  in  abatement  of 
the  action.  The  proper  time  for  such  proof  was  after  plaintiff 
kad  proved  his  case;  and  where  defendant  then  failed  to  make  such 
proof,  the  plea  cannot  be  considered. 

I9^ — Evidbncb— Contract  bt  Corporation  with  PLAiNTirr  to  Build 
Wall— Assignment  by  Corporation — ^Prima  Fagis  Execution. — 
A  eontraet  between  a  corporation,  party  to  the  party-wall  agree- 
flient,  and  the  plaintiffs  to  construct  the  party- wall  was  admissible 
to  show  the  fact  of  its  construction  thereunder;  and  the  assign- 
ment by  the  corporation  to  the  plaintiffs,  executed  by  its  president 
and  secretary,  and  attested  by  its  corporate  seal,  was  a  prima  facie 
■bowing  of  a  due  execution  thereof,  which  was  sufficient,  in  the  ab- 
of  other  evidence  overcoming  it. 
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Id. — Ebbor  in  Aobxxd  APPRAissMXirr— Burden  ow  PROor. — ^If  then  was 
anj  error  or  mistake  in  the  agreed  appraisement,  which  appears 
to  have  been  eondncted  in  aoeordanee  with  the  terms  of  the  party- 
wall  agreement,  the  burden  was  npon  the  defendants  to  show  it. 

Id. — Support  ow  Findings  and  Judgment. — Held,  that  the  evidence 
snfficientljr  supports  the  findings  and  sustains  the  judgment  for 
plaintiffs. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  C5ourt  of  Madera 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  M.  L.  Shorty 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  oourL 

W.  H.  Larew,  for  Appellants. 

Francis  A.  Fee,  for  Bespondents. 

HART,  J. — ^The  plaintiffis  brought  this  action  to  recover  from 
the  defendants  the  sum  of  $475  alleged  to  be  due  under  an 
agreement  for  the  erection  of  a  party-walL  The  plaintiflfs,  it  is 
alleged,  became  the  owners  of  the  claim  against  the  defend- 
ants under  an  assignment  of  the  same  to  them  by  Wehrman 
k  Meilikie,  a  corporation,  incorporated  and  organized  under 
the  laws  of  California.  Wehrman  ft  Meilikie,  in  their  eor^ 
porate  capacity,  and  the  defendants  were  the  owners,  respec- 
tively, of  adjoining  lots  in  Block  No.  40  of  the  town  of  Madera, 
in  the  county  of  Madera.  Having  in  view  the  erection  of 
brick  structures,  with  a  party-wall  on  the  line  of  their  re- 
spective properties,  upon  said  lots,  the  said  corporation  and 
the  defendants,  on  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1903,  entered 
into  an  agreement  in  writing,  by  the  terms  of  which  said  par- 
ties were  to  bear  in  equal  proportion  the  actual  cost  of  the 
erection  of  such  party-wall.  This  agreement  is  made  a  part 
of  the  complaint  and  is  inserted  in  hasc  verba  in  the  findings. 

On  the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  1903,  the  said  Wehrman 
&  Meilikie,  corporation,  entered  into  a  written  contract  with 
plaintiffs,  by  the  terms  of  which  the  latter  agreed  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  nineteen  hundred  and  three 
($1903)  dollars,  to  erect  and  complete  within  a  certain  desig- 
nated period  of  time,  on  the  land  of  said  corporation  men- 
tioned in  the  said  party-wall  agreement,  a  one-story  brick 
building,  25x80  feet  in  dimensions,  with  **b.  part^-wall  on 
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the  easterly  side  thereof,  and  being  the  party-wall  referred 
to  in  the  agreement  of  October  9th,  1903,  aforesaid,  and  to 
furnish  all  of  the  labor  and  materials  necessary  for  the  ereo- 
tion,  construction  and  completion  of  said  building,  including 
said  party-wall."  The  complaint  alleges  that  the  said  sum 
of  $1903  for  which  plaintiffs  agreed  to  erect  said  building, 
did  not  include  the  defendants'  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the 
construction  of  the  party-wall.  The  building,  the  erection 
of  which  was  thus  contracted  for,  was  completed  by  the  first 
day  of  February,  1904.  Prior  to  the  commencement  of  this 
action,  the  said  corporation,  Wehrman  &  Meilikie,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  complaint,  ''by  an  instrument  in  writing,  and 
under  its  corporate  name  and  seal,  and  in  pursuance  of  a 
resolution  of  its  Board  of  Directors  duly  adopted  and  entered 
uiK)n  its  nunutes,  authorizing  the  same,  assigned  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  plaintiffs  its  said  account,  claim  and  demand 
against  the  defendants,  arising  by  reason  of  the  construction 
of  said  party-wall  as  provided  in  said  agreement  of  October 
9th,  1903,  together  with  all  its  rights  to  receive  from  said 
Frank  Qlas,  Jr.,  and  W.  H.  Glas,  the  one-half  cost  of  said 
party-walL" 

The  facts  of  the  transaction  are  fully  set  out  in  the  com- 
plaint. A  general  and  special  demurrer  to  the  complaint 
was  overruled.  The  point  urged  under  the  special  demurrer, 
involving  the  question  of  the  running  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions against  the  action,  seems  not  to  have  been  well  taken, 
and,  in  fact,  is  not  urged  here.    The  complaint  is  verified. 

The  answer  specifically  denies  the  averments  of  the  com- 
plaint, except  that  it  admits  that  ''the  easterly  wall  of  the 
building,  erected  by  Wehrman  &  Meilikie,  and  referred  to  in 
the  complaint  as  'the  party-wall,'  was  erected  partly  upon  the 
lands  of  defendants  and  partly  upon  the  lands  of  Wehrman  & 
Meilikie,"  and  then  sets  up  a  special  defense,  alleging  that 
the  party-wall  was  not  so  "constructed  as  to  be  useful  and 
beneficial  to  the  defendants  equally  with  Wehrman  &  Meilikie, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  defendants  allege  that  said  party-wall, 
60-called,  was  not  so  constructed  that  the  defendants  could 
properly  connect  their  buildings  therewith,"  and  then  charges 
that  ''defendants'  building  afterward  joined  thereto  (the 
party-wall)  was  badly  cracked  and  damaged  to  the  loss  and 
damage  of  defendants  in  the  sum  of  $500,"  etc  The  de- 
fendants also  set  up,  by  way  of  a  special  plea  in  bar,  a  judg- 
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ment  alleged  to  have  been  made  and  entered  on  the  seventh 
day  of  November,  1905,  in  their  favor  and  against  the  plain- 
tiffs, in  an  action  in  which  these  plaintiffs  were  plaintiffs 
and  the  defendants,  Frank  and  W.  H.  Olas,  and  Wehrman  & 
Meililde,  corporation,  were  defendants,  ''upon  and  on  aceonnt 
of  the  same  action  set  forth  in  plaintiffs'  complaint  herein; 
that  said  judgment  was  rendered  and  entered  after  the  trial 
of  the  action  upon  its  merits.  * '  The  same  judgment  is  pleaded 
in  abatement  of  this  action,  and  in  this  connection  the  an- 
swer alleges  that  said  judgment  is  not  final  and  the  action, 
therefore,  still  pending,  because  the  ''six  months  within  which 
an  appeal  may  be  taken  therefrom ''  have  not  expired. 

The  party-wall  agreement,  which  is  the  basis  of  this  ac- 
tion, or  so  much  thereof  as  is  material  to  the  controversy, 
reads:  ''  •  .  •  Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the  prem- 
ises it  is  agreed,  that  either  the  party  of  the  first  part  (Wehr- 
man ft  Meilikie)  or  the  parties  of  the  second  part  (defend- 
ants) may  construct  and  complete  the  said  party-wall,  and 
it  is  agreed  that  if  the  party  of  the  first  part  constructs  and 
completes  said  party-wall,  that  the  parties  of  the  second  part 
will,  upon  completion  thereof,  pay  to  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part,  the  one-half  (Mi)  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  erection 
and  completion  of  said  party  wall,  vice  versa,  it  is  agreed 
that  if  the  parties  of  the  second  part  erect  and  complete  the 
said  party-wall,  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  will,  upon 
completion  thereof,  pay  to  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  the 
one-half  (%)  of  the  actual  cost  of  the  erection  and  comple- 
tion of  said  party-wall,  and  it  is  further  agreed,  that  the  wes- 
terly one-half  of  said  party-wall  shall  be  the  property  of  the 
party  of  the  first  part,  and  that  the  easterly  half  of  said 
party-wall  shall  be  the  property  of  the  parties  of  the  second 
part,  and  it  is  agreed  that  the  value  or  actual  cost  of  the  erec- 
tion and  completion  of  said  party-wall  shall  be  fixed  and  de- 
termined by  Julian  Mourot,  Architect  of  Modesto,  California, 
and  we  agree  to  conform  to  and  abide  his  decision  and  valua- 
tion of  the  same." 

It  is  stated  in  the  complaint  that  ''after  the  completion 
of  said  building  and  said  party-wall,  and  on  or  about  the  first 
day  of  February,  1904,  said  Julian  Mourot  did,  in  pursu- 
ance of  said  agreement  of  October  9th,  1903,  ascertain  and 
determine  that  the  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  erection  and 
oODstruction  of  said  party-wall,  was  the  sum  of  $175,"  and 
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that  defendants  on  or  about  the  same  date  were  notified  that 
that  isum  had  been  by  Mourot  ascertained  to  be  one-half  of 
the  actual  cost  of  the  party-walL  The  answer  does  not  tra- 
verse this  allegation,  but  merely  denies  that  the  sum  mentioned 
or  any  other  sum  is  due  or  owing  the  plaintifiEs  on  account  of 
the  construction  of  the  party-walL 

Plaintiffs  were  given  judgment,  from  which  and  from  the 
order  denying  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  this  appeal  is  taken. 

Appellants  contend  that  the  complaint  does  not  show  that 
the  corporation,  or  assignor  of  plaintiffs,  had  acquired  any 
right  from  the  defendants  which  they  could  assign.  The  right 
arising  under  the  party-wall  agreement  is,  it  is  claimed,  the 
same  as  that  accruing  to  a  surety  who,  having  satisfied  the 
obligation  of  the  principal  debtor,  may  sue  to  require  his  co- 
sureties to  contribute  their  shares  of  the  burden,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  failure  of  the  complaint  to  show  tiiat  the  as- 
signor of  the  plaintiffs  had  actually  paid  the  contractors  for 
the  entire  cost  of  the  party-wall  and  thus  had  paid  out  money 
for  and  on  behalf  of  defendants  on  account  of  the  cost  of 
the  erection  of  such  wall,  renders  it  amenable  to  the  objec- 
tions of  the  demurrer.  In  other  words,  it  is  urged  that  this 
is  nothing  less  than  an  action  by  a  surety  against  his  co- 
surety for  contribution,  and  that  the  complaint  falls  short 
of  stating  a  cause  of  action  because  it  does  not  appear  there- 
from that  the  assignor  of  plaintiffs  has  expended  any  money 
for  which  he  is  entitled  to  contribution  or  reimbursement  by 
the  defendants.  In  their  opening  brief,  appellants  state  their 
position,  and  it  may  best  be  presented  in  their  own  language : 
''This  is  an  action  against  the  defendants  to  compel  the  pay- 
ment of  contribution  by  the  defendants  on  account  of  a  party- 
wall  erected  by  the  plaintiffs  at  the  instance  of  Wehrman  and 
Meililde.  It  is  settled  law  that  an  action  for  contribution 
will  not  lie  until  actual  payment  has  been  made  by  the  party 
entitled  to  receive  the  contribution — ^in  this  case  Wehrman 
ft  Meililde,  a  corporation.  Having  actually  paid  nothing  on 
account  of  the  defendants,  Wehrman  and  Meilikie  could  not 
themselves  have  maintained  an  action  for  contribution  against 
the  defendants.  It  follows  they  had  no  right  of  action  to  as- 
sign,'' 

The  first  question  is  whether  the  court  erred  in  its  order 
overruling  the  demurrer.  The  complaint  is  not  a  carefully 
drafted  pleading,  for  it  is  not  altogether  free  from  the  criti- 
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cism  of  uncertainty.  A  special  demurrer  to  this  point  was 
not  interposed,  however,  and  we  think  its  averments  and  the 
manner  thereof  sufficient  to  withstand  the  attack  of  a  general 
demurrer. 

It  is,  of  course,  clear  that  the  duty  of  contribution  to  which 
a  coterminous  owner  of  a  party-wall  may  become  liable  and 
that  of  the  contribution  to  which  a  surety  is  entitled  at  the 
hands  of  his  cosureties  upon  his  extinguishment  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  principal  debtor  both  originate  in  the  equitable 
consideration  that  those  who  have  assumed  a  common  burden 
ought  to  bear  it  equally.  In  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
as  between  cosureties,  one  is  not  entitled  to  contribution  until 
he  is  damnified  by  actual  payment  and  it  is  settled  that  he  has 
paid  more  than  his  share.  It  is,  in  other  words,  only  where 
one  surety  has  discharged  the  entire  burden  that  he  is  au- 
thorized to  maintain  an  action  against  his  cosureties  to  com- 
pel contribution  of  their  just  proportion  of  the  obligation. 
In  the  case  before  us  the  same  event,  in  principle,  has  occur- 
red, which  would  authorize  a  surety  to  institute  suit.  As  we 
have  seen,  in  the  principles  from  which  the  duty  of  contri- 
bution in  both  cases  arises  there  is  no  distinction.  The  only 
difference  perceivable  between  the  two  is  in  the  manner  of  the 
discharge  of  the  ''principal  obligation."  As  in  the  case  of 
a  surety  suing  for  contribution  he  must  necessarily  plead  and 
prove  that  he  has  discharged  the  principal  obligation  or 
paid  more  than  his  share  of  the  debt,  so  in  the  case  of  the 
party  erecting  the  wall  he  must  plead  and  prove  that  he  has 
erected  the  wall  or  caused  it  to  be  erected,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant has  made  use  of  it  without  contributing  his  part  of 
the  cost  of  its  erection.  In  an  action  by  a  surety  against 
his  cosureties  it  would  not  for  a  moment  be  conceived  to  be 
necessary  for  him  to  allege  that  he  had  not  borrowed  the  money 
with  which  to  extinguish  the  common  obligation.  It  would 
make  no  difference,  so  far  as  his  cause  of  action  was  con- 
cerned, whether  he  had  or  not,  and  of  course  it  could  be  no 
defense  against  his  claim  to  say  that  he  had.  So,  in  an  ac- 
tion for  contribution  for  a  party-wall,  we  do  not  understand 
it  to  be  required  that  the  plaintiff  shall  aUege  that  he  has 
actually  paid  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  the  wall,  and  we  do 
not  apprehend  that  it  would  be  a  defense  against  such  con- 
tribution to  say  that  the  party  erecting  the  waU  has  not 
■ettled  with  or  paid  the  builder  for  the  labor  and  materials 
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bestowed  upon  its  construction.  In  other  words,  in  a  suit  for 
contribution  by  a  surety  against  his  cosureties,  the  gist  of 
the  action  is  essentiaUy  the  payment  by  the  plaintiff  of  the 
money  due  under  the  principal  obligation.  There  is,  of 
course,  in  such  case  no  other  cause  for  damnification  than  the 
fact  of  having  been  compelled  to  discharge  a  burden  which 
it  was  not  incumbent  upon  him  to  bear  alone.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  an  action  for  contribution  for  a  party-wall  the  grava- 
men of  the  complaint  is  the  building  of  the  wall  by  one  and 
its  subsequent  use  by  the  other  coterminous  owner.  In  such 
case,  the  injury  or  damnification  suffered  by  the  plaintiff  is  in 
the  fact  of  having  built  the  wall  and  its  subsequent  equal  use 
without  compensation  by  the  defendant. 

The  complaint  in  the  case  before  us  alleges  the  agreement 
between  the  parties  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  of  the  ex- 
pense of  the  erection  of  the  wall.  It  alleges  that  the  wall  was 
erected  by  one  of  said  parties — ^the  assignor  of  the  plaintiffs-^ 
and  avers  that  the  cost  thereof  was  appraised  by  the  architect 
upon  whom  the  parties  had  agreed  should  perform  that  office, 
and  the  notification  of  defendants  of  such  appraisement, 
and  alleges  that  the  defendants  have  made  use  and  are  mak- 
ing  use  of  the  wall,  and  have  not  paid  their  share  of  the  bur- 
den of  its  erection.  We  think  that  this  was  sufficient  to  for- 
tify the  complaint  against  the  attack  of  the  demurrer.  The 
allegations  of  the  complaint  show  that  by  reason  of  the  ob- 
ligation flowing  from  the  party-wall  agreement  the  relation 
of  debtor  and  creditor  was  established  between  the  defendants 
and  the  corporation,  and  that  the  latter  thereby  became  ves- 
ted with  a  right  of  or  chose  in  action  against  the  former.  It 
18  not  questioned  that  a  thing  in  action  is  assignable,  and  it 
cannot  be  doubted  that  the  corporation  in  this  case  had  a 
right  to  assign  its  claim  as  a  chose  in  action  against  the  de- 
fendants to  plaintiffs  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  954;  Burlock  v.  Peck, 
2  Duer,  98),  or  that  such  a  daim  may  be  assigned  either  for 
a  valuable  consideration  or  for  the  purposes  of  collection, 
subject,  of  course,  to  any  defense,  setoff  or  counterclaim  which 
might  have  been  interposed  in  a  suit  upon  the  claim  by  the 
original  owner.     (Code  Civ.  Pioc,  sees.  368,  440.) 

There  are  other  specifications  of  error,  some  of  which  in- 
volve the  point  we  have  been  discussing  and  of  which  we  have 
disposed  against  the  contention  of  appellants.  There  was  no 
proof  offered  upon  the  special  defense  that  the  waU  was  so 
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defectively  constructed  as  to  have  caused  damage  to  the  build- 
ing of  defendants  by  adjoining  the  building  to  the  wall,  and 
there  is,  therefore,  no  attack  upon  the  finding  of  the  court 
that  the  allegations  of  such  special  defense  are  untrue.  It 
is  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  permit  appellants 
to  introduce  in  evidence  a  certain  judgment  in  support  of 
their  special  pleas  in  abatement  and  in  bar  of  the  present 
action.  The  transcript  shows  the  following  proceeding  upon 
this  point:  ''The  defendants  moved  the  court  that  they  be 
permitted  to  open  the  cause  by  introduction  of  evidence  in 
support  of  their  plea  in  abatement  and  plea  in  bar.  The 
motion  was  denied  by  the  court,  and  defendants  excepted.*' 
The  ruling  was  proper.  (Ck)de  Civ.  Proc,  sec  607.)  Trial 
courts,  in  the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  may  depart  from 
the  orderly  procedure  prescribed  by  that  section  for  the  con- 
duct of  a  trial;  but  error  cannot  ordinarily  be  predicated 
upon  their  refusal  to  do  so.  The  onus  was,  of  ooune,  upon 
the  plaintiffs  to  prove  the  issue  tendered  by  the  pleadings, 
and  the  court  was  proceeding  only  in  the  orderly  way  when 
it  refused  to  grant  the  motion  of  counsel,  and  required  plain- 
HSb  to  first  present  their  case.  No  effort  was  subsequently 
made  during  the  progress  of  the  trial  to  introduce  the  al- 
leged judgment  in  evidence.  The  proper  time  for  its  offer 
was  after  the  plaintiffs  had  closed  their  case.  We  cannot 
speculate  as  to  what  the  ruling  of  the  court  might  have  been 
had  the  judgment  been  offered  in  evidence  at  the  proper  time. 
If  it  had  been  pertinent  to  the  issue  raised  by  the  special  pleas 
set  up  by  the  answer  no  doubt  it  would  have  been  admitted. 

The  contract  between  the  corporation  and  the  plaintiffs  for 
the  construction  of  the  building  of  the  former  was  admitted 
in  evidence,  over  an  objection  that  ''the  evidence  was  ir- 
relevant, incompetent,  immaterial  and  contained  nothing  tend- 
ing to  establish  a  right  of  recovery  in  the  plaintiffs."  The 
contract  contains,  of  course,  a  provision  specifying  the  ex- 
tent of  the  work  to  be  done,  and  shows  that  under  its  terms 
the  contractors  were  to  erect  the  party-wall  in  question.  As 
a  circumstance  tending  to  show  the  fact  of  the  construction 
of  the  wall  by  the  contractors  under  their  contract  with  the 
assignor  of  plaintiffs,  the  instrument  was  properly  admitted 
in  evidence.  Nor  is  there  any  force  in  the  objection  to  the  ad- 
mission in  evidence  of  the  assignment  to  plaintiffs  by  Wehr- 
man  &  Meilikie  of  the  claim  against  the  defendants.    The  spe- 
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dfic  objection  to  this  evidenoe  is  that  ^'no  assignment  was 
proven  in  the  manner  required  by  section  1940  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure."  The  assignment  was  signed  by  the 
president  and  secretary  of  the  corporation  and  attested  by 
its  corporate  seal.  This  wsa  a  prima  facie  showing  of  the 
due  execution  of  the  instrument,  and  in  the  absence  of  other 
evidence  overcoming  it  was  sufficient  There  was  no  proof 
offered  l^  the  defendants  that  the  assignment  was  not  what  it 
purported  to  be. 

Hie  attack  upon  the  appraisement  of  the  cost  of  one-half 
of  the  erection  of  the  party-wall  by  the  architect  agreed 
upon  by  the  parties  cannot  be  sustained.  Defendants  were 
notified  of  the  appraisement  made  by  the  architect  at  or  near 
the  time  the  same  was  made.  There  is  no  challenge  of  this 
appraisement  in  the  answer,  nor  was  there  any  evidence  of- 
fered in  support  of  the  objection  here  made  to  it.  The  facts 
88  disclosed  by  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence  do  not  sustain 
appellants  in  the  declaration  that  the  appraisement  is  void 
upon  its  face.  It  appears  to  have  been  conducted  substan- 
tially in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  party-wall  agree- 
ment. If  there  was  any  error  or  mistake  prejudicial  to  the 
defendants  by  such  appraisement,  the  burden  was  upon  them 
to  show  it    This  they  have  not  done. 

The  fourth  finding  of  the  court  is  assailed  upon  the  ground 
that  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  to  sustain  it  The 
part  of  the  finding  to  which  objection  is  made  is  that  the  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  erecting  and  completing  said  party-wall 
to  be  borne  and  paid  for  by  the  defendants  ^  Vas  not  a  part 
of  said  consideration  sum  of  $1903,  but  was  in  addition  there- 
to." The  '^consideration  sum  of  $1903"  referred  to  is  the 
amount  for  which  the  contractors  agreed  to  erect  the  build- 
ing of  the  corporation.  The  contention  of  appellants  is  that 
there  is  no  evidence  to  warrant  the  finding.  There  is  con- 
siderable discussion  in  the  briefs  upon  this  point,  the  basis 
of  which  is  the  aflrmation  of  the  fact  by  the  plaintiffs  and 
its  denial  by  the  defendants  in  the  pleadings.  And  it  might 
be  suggested  that  the  position  of  counsel  for  defendants  upon 
this  question,  considered  in  connection  with  his  contention 
88  to  the  prerequisites  necessary  to  establish  a  right  of  action 
in  the  assignor  of  plaintifb,  is  disingenuous.  If,  as  he  con- 
tends, the  item  of  the  half  of  the  cost  of  the  construction  of 
the  party-wall^  to  be  borne  by  defendants,  was  included  in 
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the  consideration  price  of  $1903  paid  by  the  corporation  for 
the  construction  of  its  building,  what  becomes  of  his  position 
attempted  to  be  maintained  both  upon  the  demurrer  and 
upon  a  review  of  the  evidence  that  the  assignor  of  plaintiffs 
had  acquired  no  right  of  action,  and  consequently  nothing 
that  it  could  assign,  because  it  had  paid  nothing  for  defend- 
ants on  account  of  their  half  of  the  cost  of  the  party-wall  t 
But  in  our  view  of  the  case  and  of  the  legal  relations  exist- 
ing between  the  parties,  as  heretofore  expressed,  the  proposi- 
tion is  immateriaL  We  have  held  that  the  erection  of  the 
party-wall  by  the  assignor  of  plaintiff  and  the  subsequent 
use  thereof  by  the  defendants  created  a  liability  in  favor  of 
the  former  against  the  latter.  This,  as  we  have  endeavored 
to  explain,  was  upon  the  theory  that  the  contractors,  having 
under  their  contract  with  their  assignor  constructed  the 
building  of  the  corporation,  including  the  party-wall,  could 
legally  look  to  no  one  for  compensation  for  the  entire  wall 
but  the  corporation.  Its  buildings  having  been  erected  pre- 
vious to  the  construction  of  the  building  of  the  defendants, 
it  was  necessary  for  it  to  build  the  entire  walL  It  is,  there- 
fore, in  our  conception  of  the  case,  unimportant  whether  or 
not  the  half  of  the  cost  of  the  wall  to  be  paid  for  by  the  de- 
fendants was  included  in  the  ^'consideration  price  of  $1903" 
for  the  erection  of  the  building  of  the  corporation,  for,  as 
we  have  said,  the  fact  remains  that,  in  any  event,  so  far  as 
this  record  shows,  the  corporation  was  legally  bound  to  pay 
for  the  erection  of  the  entire  waU.  The  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  corporation's  building  contained  a  proviso 
to  the  effect  that  the  cost  of  one-half  of  the  party-wall  was 
to  be  paid  for  by  defendants.  The  record  does  not  disclose 
the  specific  reason  why  that  proviso  was  inserted  in  the  con- 
tract between  the  plaintifiis  and  the  corporation.  The  testi- 
mony of  J.  W.  Watkins,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  shows  that 
the  contracts  for  the  erection  of  both  buildings  were  awarded 
at  about  the  same  time.  Plaintiffs  did  not  secure  the  con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  the  building  of  the  defendants.  If 
it  were  important  to  find  the  reason,  the  insertion  of  that 
proviso  in  the  contract  might  be  accounted  for  upon  either 
one  of  two  theories;  the  one  that  the  parties  to  that  contract 
were  under  the  belief  that  the  plaintiffs  would  also  secure 
the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the  building  of  the  defend- 
ants; the  other,  that  the  proviso  was  designed  as  an  assign- 
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ment  to  plaintiffs  of  the  claim  of  the  corporation  against 
the  defendanta  for  the  latter 's  half  of  the  cost  of  the  wall. 
But  whatever  may  have  been  its  purpose,  or  the  reason  for 
its  insertion  in  the  contract,  we  repeat  that  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  fact  which  the  proviso,  as  is  claimed  by  re- 
spondents, tends  to  prove,  is  of  no  importance  or  material- 
ity—that is,  the  fact  of  whether  or  not  the  item  of  the  half 
of  the  cost  of  the  wall  to  be  borne  by  the  defendants  was  in- 
cluded in  the  sum  of  $1903.00,  paid  by  the  corporation  to 
plaintiffs  for  the  construction  of  its  building.  If,  however, 
the  finding  is  of  any  importance,  we  think  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Watkins  suflBciently  supports  it. 

There  are  no  other  assignments  of  error,  except  that  it  is 
declared  in  a  general  way  that  the  evidence  does  not  sustain 
the  judgment.  All  of  the  evidence,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  Mr.  Watkins,  was  of  a  documentary  nature.  There 
was  no  evidence  offered  by  the  defendants.  We  think  the 
judgment  is  well  supported  by  the  evidence.  We  have  reached 
a  conclusion  in  this  case  upon  a  somewhat  different  theory 
from  that  presented  by  the  attorneys  in  their  briefs.  We 
have  preferred  to  confine  ourselves  in  the  determination  of 
the  principal  point  in  issue  to  a  consideration  alone  of  the 
history  of  the  entire  transaction  as  disclosed  by  the  record 
evidence.  It  is  clear  that  the  wall  was  erected  by  the  plain- 
tiffs under  a  contract  with  their  assignor.  It  is  of  course 
equally  clear  that  the  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  their  pay  for 
the  work,  and  that  the  defendants  should,  from  every  con- 
sideration of  equity  and  fair  dealing,  under  the  circumstances 
presented  by  the  record,  be  required  to  pay  their  just  propor- 
tion of  the  expense  incurred  in  the  erection  of  the  wall,  can- 
not be  disputed. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  April  23,  1907. 
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[Cir.  No.  318.    Seeond  Appellate  Dlstriet.— FebruaTj  25, 1907.] 

MAIER  PACKING  COMPANY,  Appellant,  v.  MARGARET 
T.  PREY,  Administratrix  of  Estate  o£  C.  DAVID 
FREY,  Deceased,  Respondent. 

Estates  op  Deceased  Persons— <^aims — Sufficienct  of  Ajtidavit 
ON  Behalf  of  Claimant. — ^An  affidavit  to  a  claim  against  the  es- 
tate of  a  deceased  peison,  made  b7  some  other  person,  acting  on 
behalf  of  the  claimant,  mnst  state  the  reason  wh7  it  is  not  made  1^ 
the  claimant;  and  if  it  fails  to  do  so,  it  is  insuffioient. 

Id.— Affidavit  by  Official  on  Behalf  of  CJorporation. — An  affidavit 
to  a  claim  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  must  state  that  it  is  a  eorporap 
tion,  and  the  averment  of  that  fact  shows  a  sufficient  reason  whj 
it  is  not  made  b7  the  corporation.  Where  that  fact  is  not  stated, 
the  claimant  cannot  be  assumed  to  be  a  corporation;  but  if  it  is 
stated,  the  affidavit  by  an  official  should  show  that  the  person  act- 
ing in  its  behalf  is  an  officer  of  the  corporation  presumed  from  his 
official  position  to  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  its  affairs. 

Id. — Affidavit  fob  Ck)BP0BATi0N  bt  Other  Person. — An  affidavit  on 
behalf  of  a  corporation  by  other  thsui  such  official  must  contain  aver- 
ments tending  to  show,  when  he  swears  that  there  are  no  offsets  to 
his  knowledge,  that  the  nature  of  his  relation  to  the  company  is  of 
a  character  calculated  to  place  him  in  possession  of  requisite  infor- 
mation on  that  subject. 

Ibd— Affidavit  bt  ob  on  Behalf  of  Indivoual.— When  the  affidavit  is 
made  by  an  individual  who  bases  his  claim  upon  transactions  with 
the  deceased,  the  law  imputes  to  him  knowledge  of  the  truth  of 
the  averments  made  therein.  When  made  by  another  on  his  behalf, 
the  affidavit  must,  in  addition  to  averring  that  he  has  no  knowledge 
of  any  offsets,  aver  facts  showing  that  ho  was  in  a  position  to  know 
of  them  if  any  existed, 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    N.  P.  Conrey,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
Jones  &  Weller,  for  Appellant 

John  EL  Foley,  for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment    Maier  Packing  Co. 
Instituted  suit  upon  a  claim  against  the  estate  of  one  C. 
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David  Frey,  deceased,  of  which  respondent  was  the  adminis- 
tratrix. The  claim  and  afiSdavit  in  support  of  it  was  attached 
to  and  made  a  part  of  the  complaint  A  demurrer  inter- 
posed by  defendant  was  sustained  upon  the  ground  that  the 
complaint  failed  to  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action.  Plaintiff  declined  to  amend,  and  judgment  was 
thereupon  entered  in  favor  of  defendant,  from  which  this  ap- 
peal is  prosecuted. 

The  claim  was  allowed  by  the  administratrix,  but  rejected 
and  disallowed  by  the  judge  of  the  superior  court  to  whom 
it  was  presented  for  approval 

The  only  question  involved  is  whether  or  not  the  affidavit 
to  the  claim  complies  with  the  requirements  of  section  1494, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  provides  that  ^' every  claim 
which  is  due,  when  presented  to  the  executor  or  adminis- 
trator, must  be  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  the  claimant, 
or  someone  in  his  behalf,  that  the  amount  is  justly  due,  that 
no  payments  have  been  made  thereon  which  are  not  credited, 
and  that  there  are  no  offsets  to  the  same,  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  affiant.  .  .  .  When  the  affidavit  is  made  by  a  person 
other  than  the  claimant,  he  must  set  forth  in  the  affidavit  the 
reason  why  it  is  not  made  by  the  daimanf 

The  affidavit  in  question  is  as  follows: 

"State  of  California,  County  of  Los  Angeles-H». 

**  Maier  Packing  Co.,  by  Simon  Maier,  Pres.,  whose  fore- 
going claim  is  herewith  presented  to  the  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  said  deceased,  being  duly  sworn,  says,  that  the 
amount  thereof,  to-wit:  the  sum  of  $962.09,  is  justly  due  to 
said  claimant,  that  no  payments  have  been  made  thereon 
which  are  not  credited,  and  that  there  are  no  offsets  to  the 
same  to  the  knowledge  of  the  claimant  or  affiant. 
**MAIEB  PACKING  CO., 

"Simon  Maieb,  Pres. 

''Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  15th  day  of 
June,  1904. 

''Sam'l  Prager,  Notary  Publie  in  and  for  Los  Angeles 
County,  CaL" 

It  appears  both  from  the  affidavit  and  the  account  oonsti- 
tuting  the  claim  that  Maier  Packing  Co.  is  the  claimant.    The 
affidavit  is  made  by  Simon  Maier  on  behalf  of  the  elaim- 
6  OrL  App.— 4 
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ant,  and  under  the  section  above  quoted  we  must  look  to  the 
affidavit  for  the  assignment  of  some  reason  which  will  excuse 
claimant  from  making  the  same.  The  absence  of  such  an 
averment  has  been  held  to  be  absolutely  fatal.  {Perkins  v. 
Onyett,  86  Cal.  348,  [24  Pac.  1024].)  There  seems  to  have 
been  no  attempt  to  state  in  positive  terms  any  reason  why 
Maier  Packing  Co.  did  not  make  the  affidavit  Counsel  for 
appellant,  however,  assumes  claimant  to  be  a  corporation, 
and  then  contends  that  a  corporation  cannot  swear;  that  it 
must  necessarily  act  through  some  one  as  its  agent.  This 
is  true,  and  it  follows  that  where  an  incorporated  company 
presents  a  claim  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  an 
averment  of  the  fact  that  claimant  is  a  corporation  consti- 
tutes a  sufficient  reason  why  the  affidavit  is  not  made  by  the 
claimant.  The  affidavit  before  us  does  not  disclose  the  capac- 
ity or  character  in  which  claimant  appears ;  there  is  no  state- 
ment in  it  from  which  we  can  conclude  that  Maier  Packing 
Co.  is  an  incorporated  company,  and  in  the  absence  of  some 
averment  setting  forth  such  fact,  we  cannot  assume  that  it 
is  a  corporation. 

The  affidavit  is  defective  in  not  assigning  some  reason  which 
would  relieve  claimant  from  making  it. 

Where  the  claimant  is  a  corporation,  it  should  appear  from 
the  affidavit  that  the  person  acting  on  its  behalf  is  an  officer 
thereof,  presumed  from  his  official  position  to  have  sufficient 
knowledge  of  its  affairs ;  or,  if  made  by  other  than  such  official, 
it  should  contain  averments  tending  to  show,  when  he  swears 
that  there  are  no  offsets  to  his  knowledge,  that  the  nature 
of  his  relation  to  the  company  is  of  a  character  calculated  to 
place  him  in  possession  of  the  requisite  information  upon  the 
subject. 

Where  the  affidavit  is  made  by  an  individual,  who  bases  his 
daim  upon  transactions  had  with  deceased,  the  law  imputes 
to  him  knowledge  of  the  truth  of  the  averments  contained  in 
his  affidavit.  When  made  by  another  on  his  behalf,  such 
person  should,  in  addition  to  averring  that  he  has  no  knowl- 
edge of  any  offsets,  aver  facts  showing  that  he  was  in  a  posi- 
tion to  know  of  them  if  any  existed.  These  claims,  when  al- 
lowed, approved  and  filed,  partake  of  the  nature  of  a  judg- 
ment, and  as  such  are  to  be  paid  in  due  course  of  adminis- 
tration, and  the  affidavit  should  set  forth  facts  sufficient  to 
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at  least  make  ont  a  prima  facie  showing  that  the  claim  is 
justly  due  from  the  estate  over  and  above  all  offsets. 

We  have  examined  the  authorities  cited  by  appellant,  bnt 
in  view  of  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Perkins  v.  Onyett,  86 
CaL  348,  [24  Pac.  1024],  as  well  as  the  evident  purpose  of 
the  section,  we  must  hold  that  they  are  inapplicable  to  this 
case. 

We  find  it  impossible  to  reconcile  the  provisions  of  this 
affidavit  with  the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  the  judg- 
inent  appealed  from  is,  therefore,  affirmed. 

Allen,  P*  J.,  and  Taggart,  J^  concurred. 


[CSIt.  No.  248.    Third  AppeOata  District.— Febnuurj  25,  1007.] 

LEWIS  BL  BISHOP,  Appellant,  v.  LEN  D.  OWENS  et  al., 

Bespondents. 

iHJUNOTioH — ^Dissolution  ov  Temposaby  Obdes— ABOSTiva  Appeal — 
Appeal  fbom  Judokent  upon  Demubreb. — ^A  notice  of  appeal  from 
an  order  denying  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  temporary  injunction, 
where  the  record  shows  that  the  temporary  injunction  was  granted, 
is  abortive  as  an  appeal  from  an  order  dissolving  the  same;  but 
where  a  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint  was  sustained,  and  final 
judgment  was  rendered  thereon,  from  which  an  appeal  is  taken, 
ft  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  an  appeal  was  intended  to  be  taken 
from  the  order  dissolving  the  temporary  injunction,  because,  if  the 
fSftets  stated  are  insufficient  under  the  general  demurrer  to  warrant 
final  relief,  they  are  insufficient  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  the 
temporary  restraining  order. 

ID^— iNsuPfioiENT  Complaint  pob  Injunction— General  Conolv- 
SIONS. — ^A  complaint  for  an  injunction  which  does  not  state  facts 
sufficient  to  determine  how  plaintiff's  property  wiU  be  permanently 
injured  by  the  acts  complained  of,  and  which  states  merely  general 
conclusions  as  to  multiplicity  of  suits  and  irreparable  injury,  not 
warranted  by  any  pleaded  facts,  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
eonstitnte  a  cause  of  action  for  equitable  relief  to  enjoin  the  acts 
complained  of. 

bd— Suspension  ov  Laddebs  and  Falls  with  Hopes  Attached  vbom 
Adjoinino  BuiLDiNa — ^Easement. — ^When  the  acts  complained  of 
ia  the  suspeiusion  of  ladders  and  falls  with  ropes  attached 
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from  an  adjoining  bnilding,  over  and  above  plaintiff's  roof,  and 
the  complaint  f aila  to  state  the  purpose  thereof  or  to  show  how 
the  continuation  thereof  would  injure  plaintiff's  property,  the  mere 
averments  that  the  continued  trespass  "will  ripen  into  a  right  and 
easement  on  plaintiff's  property"  and  will  "constitute  and  create 
an  obstruction  to  the  free  and  peaceable  use  of  the  aforesaid  prop- 
er^" are  only  the  conclusions  of  the  pleader. 
Id. — ^Bbason  Assioned  bt  GbiTBT  Below — ^Daicntjic  Absque  Injxtbia. — 
Where  it  cannot  be  determined  from  the  complaint  whether  or  not  the 
alleged  acts  are  excusable  under  the  rule  of  damnum  absque  injuria, 
applied  by  the  court  below,  and  the  facts  pleaded  do  not  amount 
to  a  conjecture  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  acts,  we  are  not  concerned 
with  that  particular  reason  assigned  by  the  court  for  its  ruling. 
It  is  sufficient  that  the  ruling  sustaining  the  demurrer  was  correct. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    M.  C.  Sloss,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Charles  E.  Naylor,  and  William  P.  Hubbard,  for  Appel- 
lant 

Henry  C.  McPike,  for  Respondents. 

HART,  J. — Suit  brought  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  cer- 
tain acts  complained  of  by  plaintiff.  A  preliminary  injunc- 
tion was  granted  upon  the  verified  complaint  and  an  order 
to  show  cause  why  the  same  should  not  be  made  permanent 
Defendants  interposed  a  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint 
On  August  23,  1903,  the  court  entered  an  order  sustaining 
the  demurrer,  with  leave  to  plaintiff  to  amend  within  ten 
days.  The  plaintiff  failed  to  amend  within  the  time  allowed, 
and  thereupon  judgment  was  entered  in  favor  of  defendants 
herein.    From  this  judgment  plaintiff  takes  this  appeal. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1903,  the  court,  upon  motion  and  appli- 
cation of  defendants,  made  an  order  upon  the  complaint  alone 
dissolving  the  preliminary  injunction  and  discharging  the 
order  to  show  cause.  There  is  in  the  transcript  a  ''Notice  of 
Appeal  from  the  order  denying  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  pre- 
liminary injunction,  made  and  entered  herein  on  the  1st 
day  of  July,  1903."  But  as  the  record  shows  that  a  pre- 
liminary injunction  had  been  granted  by  the  court,  there  is  no 
ground  upon  which  such  an  appeal  may  be  presented.    Prt* 
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smnably,  it  was  designed  to  take  an  appeal  from  the  order 
dissolving  the  temporary  injunction.  If  so,  the  attempt  was 
abortive.  But  as  we  think  the  court  below  committed  no  error 
in  its  order  sustaining  the  demurrer,  it  becomes  immaterial 
whether  or  not  an  appeal  has  been  properly  taken  from  the 
order  dissolving  the  temporary  injunction,  because  if  the 
facts  are  insufficient  under  a  general  demurrer  to  state  rea- 
sons for  the  final  relief  prayed  for,  certainly  they  were  not 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  the  temporary  re- 
straining order. 

The  stating  part  of  the  complaint  alleges:  ''That  all  of  said 
defendants  repeatedly  and  continually  are  entering  upon 
the  roof  of  the  building  hereinafter  named,  and  are  engaged 
at  the  present  time  in  hanging  and  suspending  ladders  and 
falls  with  ropes  attached  thereto  from  an  adjoining  building 
on  the  west  of  the  aforesaid  building,  over  and  above  the  roof 
of  the  aforesaid  No.  506  Market  street  and  No.  7  Sutter  street. 
and  in  the  space  above  said  roof,  preparatory  to  continue  and 
further  enter  upon  said  premises,  and  have  and  are  threaten- 
ing to  continue  daily,  hourly,  repeatedly  and  continuously  to 
continue  in  the  commission  of  said  acts,  and  have  threatened 
and  are  threatening  to  suspend  other  articles,  materials  and 
things  therein. 

''That  all  of  said  defendants,  and  each  of  them,  threaten 
to  and  will,  unless  restrained  by  order  of  this  court,  continue 
to  enter  upon  plaintiff's  said  described  premises,  and  the 
whole  thereof,  repeatedly  and  continuously,  daily  and  hourly, 
and  that  actions  at  law  would  afford  plaintiff  no  plain, 
speedy  and  adequate  remedy,  for  the  reason  that  such  tres- 
passes will  be  so  frequent  and  of  interminable  and  numerous 
duration  that  such  a  multiplicity  of  suits  will  be  necessitated 
thereby,  and  the  injury  resulting  from  each  act  of  trespass 
would  be  so  trifling  in  amount  as  compared  with  the  ex- 
pense and  inconvenience  of  prosecuting  actions  at  law  to  re- 
cover damages  therefor,  as  to  leave  plaintiff  without  adequate 
remedy,  and  furthermore,  such  acts  of  the  defendants,  if 
permitted  to  continue,  will  in  all  probability  result  in  a 
breach  of  the  peace  of  this  community,  because  unless  defend- 
ants be  restrained  by  the  court,  plaintiff  must  resort  to  neces- 
sary force  in  preventing  the  violations  of  his  rights  of  prop- 
erty consequent  upon  such  trespasses ;  and  furthermore,  such 
actfl^  if  permitted  to  continue,  will  ripen  into  a  right  and  an 
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easement  on  plaintiff's  property  aforesaid,  and  such  immi- 
nenty  threatened  and  actually  pending  acts  of  defendants  as 
aforesaid  do  and  will  so  constitute  and  create  an  obstruction 
to  the  free  and  peaceable  use  of  the  aforesaid  proper^  of 
plaintiff  as  to  interfere  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
said  property,  and  will  injuriously  affect  the  said  plaintiff  in 
the  reasonable  possession  thereof/' 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  from  the  oomplaint  exactly 
what  the  nature  of  the  acts  is  which  plaintiff  charges  inter- 
fere and  will  continue  to  interfere  with  the  full  and  peace- 
able enjoyment  of  his  property,  and  which,  he  alleges,  will, 
if  not  restrained,  crystallize  into  a  ^^right  and  easement"  on 
his  property.  We  are  not  advised  by  his  pleading  whether 
a  structure  is  to  be  constructed  above  the  roof  of  his  build- 
ing, or  whether  the  acts  of  defendants  will  result  in  the  es- 
tablishment of  some  mechanical  or  other  contrivance  that 
will  cause  a  nuisance  and  consequently  an  interference  with 
the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  his  property,  or  will  result  in 
suspending  some  article  over  or  near  his  roof  that  is  likely 
to  fall  upon  his  building  and  thus  damage  it,  nor,  in  fact, 
does  he  allege  any  fact  or  facts  in  such  manner  as  to  clearly 
inform  us  what  acts  the  defendants  have  committed,  or  are 
committing  or  threatening  to  commit,  which  will  result  in 
permanent  or  irreparable  injury  to  his  property.  The  aver- 
ment that  the  defendants  are  ''repeatedly  and  continually 
entering  upon  the  building  hereinafter  named,"  and  "are 
engaged  at  the  present  time  in  hanging  and  suspending  lad- 
aers  and  falls  with  ropes  attached  thereto  from  an  adjoining 
building  on  the  west  of  the  aforesaid  building,  over  and  above 
the  roof  of  the  aforesaid  No.  506  Market  street  and  No.  7 
Sutter  street,  and  in  the  space  above  said  roof/'  certainly 
furnishes  no  light  by  which  we  can  determine  how  the  plain- 
tiff's property  will  be  permanently  injured. 

The  allegation  that  the  plaintiff  will  be  driven  to  a  mul- 
tiplicity of  suits  involving  trivial  amounts  and  wiU  thus 
be  put  to  vexatious,  troublesome  and  expensive  litigation,  is 
a  mere  conclusion,  having  no  support  in  the  other  pleaded 
facts.  In  Gilbert  v.  Arnold,  30  Md.  29,  it  is  said:  **A  court 
will  not  grant  an  injunction  to  restrain  a  trespasser  merely 
because  he  is  a  trespasser,  yet  it  will  interfere  where  the 
injury  is  irreparable,  or  where  full  and  adequate  relief  can- 
not be  obtained  at  law,  or  where  the  trespass  goes  to  the  de- 
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struction  of  the  property  in  the  character  in  which  it  has 
been  held  and  enjoyed,  or  where  it  is  necessary  to  prevent 
a  multiplicity  of  suits.''  But  ''these  grounds  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion,"  says  the  editor  of  the  American  Decisions  [footnote] , 
page  500,  volume  11,  **when  closely  examined,  resolve  them- 
selves into  one — ^that  of  irreparable  injury."  The  test  for 
the  determination  of  the  question  of  whether  or  not  a  par- 
ticular injury  will  be  irreparable  seems  to  be  this:  Will  a 
verdict  of  damages  at  law  afford  complete  compensation  for 
it?  If  so,  then  the  fundamental  ground  for  invoking  the 
power  of  equity  is  lacking — to  wit:  a  want  of  adequate 
remedy  at  law.  ''But  an  injury  resulting  from  trespass 
may  be  incapable  of  compensation  in  damages  from  a  variety 
of  reasons:  1.  It  may  be  destructive  of  the  very  substance 
of  the  estate ;  2.  It  may  not  be  capable  of  estimation  in  terms 
of  money;  3.  It  may  be  so  continuous  and  permanent  that 
there  is  no  instant  of  time  when  it  can  be  said  to  be  complete 
so  that  its  extent  may  be  computed ;  4.  It  may  be  vexatiously 
persisted  in  in  spite  of  repeated  verdicts  at  law ;  5.  It  may  be 
committed  by  one  who  is  wholly  irresponsible,  so  that  a  ver- 
dict against  him  for  damages  would  be  entirely  valueless." 
{Jerome  v.  Boss,  11  Am.  Dec. 501  [footnote]).  The  question 
of  whether  irreparable  injury  will  result  from  the  trespass 
must,  of  course,  depend  and  be  determined  upon  the  facts  of 
the  particular  case.  The  court  must  be  fully  advised  by  the 
pleaded  facts  of  what  the  acts  of  the  alleged  trespasser  are 
60  that  it  can  readily  be  determined  whether  the  injury  com- 
plained of  meets  the  criterion  of  "irreparable  injury."  "Be- 
fore a  court  of  equity  will  interfere  to  restrain  a  trespass  it 
must  appear  that  the  injury  to  result  from  the  trespass  will 
be  irreparable  in  its  nature.  And  it  is  not  sufScient  simply  to 
allege  that  fact,  but  it  must  be  shown  to  the  court  how  and  why 
it  will  be  so."  (Mechanics'  Foundry  v.  RyaU,  75  Cal.  602, 
[17  Pac.  703] ;  Branch  Turnpike  Co.  v.  Board  of  Supervisors, 
etc.,  13  Cal.  190;  Wdldron  v.  Marsh,  5  Cal.  120.)  "The  facts 
must  be  stated,  that  the  court  may  see  that  the  apprehensions 
of  irreparable  mischief  are  well  founded."  {Carlisle  v.  Ste- 
venson, 3  Md.  Ch.  499;  Pomeroy's  Code  Remedies,  680,  and 
cases  there  cited.)  "  ...  It  will  be  observed  that  it  (the 
complaint)  contains  only  a  general  averment  as  to  the  injury 
caused  or  to  be  caused  by  the  acts  of  the  defendant.  No  facts 
are  set  out  showing  how  or  why  the  supposed  injury  would 
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be  irreparable.  But  to  obtain  an  injunction,  when  irreparable 
injury  is  relied  upon,  such  a  showing  is  necessary.**  {Cali- 
fornia etc.  Co.  V.  Union  etc.  Co.,  122  Cal.  643,  [55  Pac.  591].) 
Tested  by  the  foregoing  principles,  we  think  the  complaint 
falls  short  of  stating  a  cause  calling  for  the  equitable  relief 
demanded.  The  mere  declaration  that  plaintiff's  property 
**will  suffer  irreparable  injury**  and  that  a  *' multiplicity  of 
legal  actions'*  can  be  avoided  by  equitable  interference  is  not, 
as  we  have  said,  enough. 

In  this  case,  while  it  is  charged  in  paragraph  6  of  the  com- 
plaint that  the  defendants  have  threatened  to  continue  com- 
mitting the  acts  charged  in  paragraph  2,  we  are  unable  to  de- 
termine from  the  complaint,  as  we  have  before  suggested, 
how  and  in  what  manner  and  why  the  alleged  threatened  con- 
tinuation  of  such  acts  would  result  in  permanent  and  ir- 
reparable injury  to  the  plaintiff.  The  mere  allegations  that 
the  continued  trespass  ^'will  ripen  into  a  right  and  easement 
on  plaintiff's  property,'*  and  will  ** constitute  and  create  an 
obstruction  to  the  free  and  peaceable  use  of  the  aforesaid 
property*'  are  only  the  conclusions  of  the  pleader.  The  facts 
alleged  do  not,  as  they  should,  speak  for  themselves  as  to  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  injury  threatened.  There  is  an  al- 
legation in  the  complaint,  as  we  have  seen,  that  the  defend- 
ants are  '' engaged  at  the  present  time  in  hanging  and  sus- 
pending ladders  and  falls  with  ropes  attached  thereto  from 
an  adjoining  building  on  the  west  of  the  aforesaid  building, 
over  and  above  the  roof.*'  The  purpose  of  these  ''ladders 
and  falls  with  ropes  attached  thereto"  and  the  threatened 
suspension  of  ''other  articles,  materials  and  things  therein** 
is  not  disclosed  by  the  complaint.  In  any  event,  as  we  have 
said,  there  is  nothing  in  the  averments  from  which  we  can  de- 
termine how  or  why,  if  at  all,  these  acts  would  cause  ir- 
reparable injury  to  plaintiff's  property.  If  we  understand 
the  complaint,  the  ladders,  falls,  etc.,  are  not  attached  to  and 
suspended  from  plaintiff's  building,  but  to  and  from  an  ad- 
joining building.  Of  course,  if  by  clear  and  appropriate 
allegations  it  appeared  from  the  complaint  that  the  attach- 
ment of  the  ladders  and  falls  to  and  their  suspension  from 
the  building  of  an  adjoining  owner  would  interfere  with  and 
obstruct  plaintiff's  free,  full  and  peaceable  use  of  his  prop- 
erty and  in  consequence  would  inflict  upon  him  a  per- 
manent and  an  irreparable  injury,  to  redress  which  there 
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DO  adequate  remedy  at  law,  then  and  in  such  case  plaintiff 
would  be  warranted  in  invoking  the  equitable  remedy  of  in- 
junction. But,  to  secure  this  remedy,  as  we  have  shown  by 
the  authorities,  there  must  be  a  clear  case  disclosed  by  the 
pleaded  facts  of  threatened  irreparable  injury  which  could 
not  adequately  be  repaired  by  any  of  the  existing  legal  reme- 
dies. If  a  full  statement  of  all  the  facts  and  circumstances 
of  the  alleged  trespass  by  the  defendant  upon  plaintiff's 
property  were  clearly  shown  by  the  complaint  (and  surely 
they  have  not  been),  it  might  appear  that  the  defendants 
"might  be  crowded  out  of  the  way  by  a  molliter  manus  tm- 
posuiV  {Mechanics'  Foundry  ▼.  Ryall,  75  CaL  602,  [17  Pac. 
703] ),  or  it  might  appear  that  the  plaintiff  is  afforded  a  com- 
plete remedy  at  law. 

In  his  reply  brief,  appellant  complains  that  counsel  for 
respondent,  in  his  presentation  of  his  side  of  the  cause  on 
this  appeal,  has  abandoned  the  position  taken  by  him  in  the 
court  below.  In  the  lower  court,  he  says,  the  defendants 
argued  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  show  that  the 
acts  of  the  defendants  were  protected  under  the  doctrine  of 
damnum  absque  injuria,  and  that  it  was  upon  that  view  and 
theory  that  the  learned  judge  of  the  court  below  sustained 
the  demurrer.  The  sufficiency  of  the  facts  to  state  a  cause 
of  action  was  necessarily  chaUenged  by  the  demurrer,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  specific  moving  cause  of  the  ruling. 
We  cannot  perceive,  however,  how,  from  the  face  of  the  com- 
plaint, it  could  be  determined  that  the  facts  bring  the  acts 
charged  within  the  rule  of  damnum  absque  injuria.  As  we 
have  before  observed,  the  purpose  for  which  the  alleged  acts 
have  been  committed  and  are  threatened  to  be  continued  is 
not  disclosed  by  the  facts  stated  in  the  complaint.  Indeed, 
the  pleaded  facts  do  not  even  furnish  ground  from  which 
a  conjecture  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  acts  complained  of 
might  be  ventured.  We  do  not,  therefore,  see  how  it  can  be 
determined  from  the  complaint  whether  the  alleged  acts  of 
defendants  were  and  are  excusable  under  that  rule  or  not. 
But  we  are  not  concerned  with  the  particular  reasons  upon 
which  the  ruling  in  the  court  below  was  founded.  It  is 
enough  for  us  to  be  convinced  that  the  ruling  was  correct^ 
and,  being  so  convinced,  the  judgment  is  affirmed. 

CShipman,  P.  J^  and  Burnett^  J.,  concurred. 
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A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  waa  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  April  23>  1907. 


[ar.  No.  835.    Hnt  Appellate  Bittrict.— Febmaiy  26,  1907.] 

HENRY  HUBBARD,  Appdalnt,  v.  JUSTICE'S  COURT 
OP  SAN  JOSE  TOWNSHIP,  SANTA  CLARA 
COUNTY,  Respondent 

Pbohibition— Bemxdt  by  Appbal— JuBisDionoN  TO  Try  AonoN  » 
jusTicz's  OouBT. — ^A  writ  of  prohibition  will  not  lie  to  prevent 
the  trial  of  an  action  where  there  is  a  plain,  epeedj  and  adequate 
renied7  hj  appeal  from  the  final  judgment  rendered  therein. 
Whether  a  justice's  court  has  or  has  not  jurisdiction  to  try  an 
action,  where  it  appears  that  the  summons  was  not  served  or  re- 
turned within  three  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  action, 
the  method  of  appealing  from  the  judgment  of  the  justice's  court 
is  simple  and  expeditious,  and  an  appeal  may  be  taken  upon  ques- 
tions both  of  law  and  of  fact;  and  prohibition  will  not  lie  in  the 
fuperior  court  to  prevent  the  trial  of  the  action. 

Id^—Appeu/— Stipulation  of  Pabtiss — ^Moor  Quxstion.— Upon  ap- 
peal to  this  court  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior  court  denying 
a  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  justice's  court,  the  parties  cannot 
by  stipulation  limit  the  inquiry  in  this  court  to  the  moot  ques- 
tion, not  arising  upon  the  record,  whether  section  581  of  the  Oode 
of  Civil  Procedure  applies  to  justices'  eourts. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Santa 
Clara  County,  denying  a  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  Justice's 
Court  of  San  Jose  Township.    A.  L.  Rhodes,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

a  D.  Wright,  and  Robert  M.  Wright,  for  Appellant 

Will  M.  Beggs,  for  Respondent 

HALL,  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  denying  application 
for  writ  of  prohibition. 
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Appellant  brought  this  action  in  the  superior  court  of 
Santa  Clara  county  to  obtain  a  writ,  prohibiting  defendant 
from  proceeding  to  try  an  action  against  appellant  pending 
in  the  said  justice  court,  and  wherein,  as  appears  by  the 
record,  sununons  was  neither  served  on  defendant  in  that 
action  (plaintiff  herein)  nor  returned  within  three  years 
from  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

Appellant  contends  that  as  the  summons  in  the  action  in 
the  justice  court  was  not  served  until  after  the  expiration 
of  three  years  from  the  commencement  of  the  action,  and  was 
not  returned  at  all,  and  as  defendant  in  said  action  (plain- 
tiff herein)  never  appeared  in  said  action,  save  to  move 
for  the  dismissal  thereof,  the  said  justice  court  is  without 
jurisdiction  to  proceed  further  in  said  action,  save  to  dismiss 
the  same  under  subdivision  7  of  section  581,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure. 

Respondent  contends  that  section  581,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, has  no  application  to  actions  in  justice  courts,  and  also 
that  whether  the  justice  court  has  or  has  not  jurisdiction  to 
try  the  action,  the  defendant  in  that  action  (plaintiff  herein) 
has  a  plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  by  appeal  from  any 
judgment  that  may  be  rendered  against  him,  and  therefore 
prohibition  will  not  lie. 

Prohibition  is  the  proper  remedy  only  in  cases  where  the 
party  aggrieved  has  no  plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  in 
the  ordinary  course  of  law.     (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1103.) 

The  general  rule  is  that  the  remedy  by  appeal  is  a  defense 
to  an  application  for  a  writ  of  prohibition,  although  the  in- 
ferior court  may  have  committed  error  in  determining  that 
it  had  jurisdiction.  High  on  Extraordinary  Legal  Remedies 
lays  down  the  rule  in  these  words:  ^'Thus,  where  the  defend- 
ant in  an  action  instituted  in  an  inferior  court  pleads  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  such  court,  and  his  plea  is  overruled,  no  su£S- 
cient  cause  is  presented  for  granting  a  prohibition,  since 
ample  remedy  may  be  had  by  an  appeal  in  the  final  judg- 
ment in  the  cause.''     (Sec.  771.) 

The  same  doctrine  is  upheld  in  the  following  cases: 
Murphy  v.  Superior  Court,  84  CaL  592,  [24  Pac.  310] ; 
Strouse  v.  Police  Court  etc.,  85  Cal.  49,  [24  Pac.  747]  ; 
Agassiz  v.  Superior  Court,  90  Cal.  101,  [27  Pac.  49] ;  Mines 
d'Or  etc.  v.  Superior  Court,  91  Cal.  101,  [27  Pac.  532] ; 
Jacobs  V.  Superior  Court,  133  Cal.  364,  [85  Am.  St  Rep.  204, 
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65  Pac.  826];  Lindley  v.  Superior  Court,  141  GaL  220, 
[74  Pac.  765] ;  Cross  v.  Superior  Court,  2  CaL  App.  842, 
[83  Pac.  815]. 

In  Strouse  y.  PolicB  Court,  85  CaL  49,  [24  Pac.  747],  the 
petitioner  was  being  prosecuted  on  a  criminal  charge  in  the 
police  court.  In  denying  his  petition  for  a  writ,  in  which 
the  point  was  urged  that  the  police  court  had  no  jurisdiction, 
the  court  said:  ''If  the  petitioner  should  be  convicted  in  the 
police  court,  he  will  have  a  plain,  speedy  and  adequate  rem- 
edy at  law  by  an  appeal  to  the  superior  court'' 

In  Agassiz  v.  Superior  Court,  90  CaL  101,  [27  Pac  49], 
the  court  said:  ''Petitioners  had  the  right  to  appeal  from  the 
order  refusing  to  dissolve  the  attachment,  and  would  have  an 
appeal  from  any  final  judgment  in  the  case,  and  such  appeal 
being  a  'plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  law,'  within  the  meaning  of  section  1103,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  prohibition  does  not  lie.  A  remedy  does  not 
fail  to  be  speedy  and  adequate  because,  by  pursuing  it 
through  the  'ordinary  course  of  law,'  more  time  would  be 
probably  consumed  than  in  the  proceeding  here  sought  to  be 
used.  And  it  makes  no  difference  that  in  this  instance  a 
question  of  jurisdiction  incidentally  depends  upon  the 
validity  of  an  attachment"  This  case  also  quotes  with  ap- 
proval the  language  above  given  from  Strouse  v.  Police 
Court,  supra. 

In  Lindley  v.  Superior  Court,  141  CaL  220,  [74  Pac.  765], 
the  petition  was  for  a  writ  prohibiting  the  superior  court 
from  proceeding  to  the  trial  of  an  action  in  which  the  peti- 
tioner was  defendant  The  court  said:  "If,  as  contended, 
the  superior  court  is  without  jurisdiction,  there  is  of  course, 
a  remedy  by  appeal  from  any  adverse  judgment  affecting 
petitioner,  and  it  is  not  sufficient  ground  for  interfering  by 
prohibition  that  the  trial  will  be  expensive  and  troublesome." 
The  writ  was  denied  solely  by  reason  of  the  remedy  by  ap- 
peaL 

If  the  remedy  by  appeal  from  a  final  judgment  of  the  su- 
perior court  is  plain,  speedy  and  adequate,  the  appeal  from 
a  similar  judgment  in  a  justice  court  is  equally  so.  The 
method  of  appealing  from  the  judgment  of  a  justice  court  is 
simple  and  expeditious,  and  if  desired  may  be  taken  upon 
both  questions  of  law  and  fact 
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For  the  foregoing  reasons,  and  upon  the  authorities  above 
cited,  we  are  constrained  to  hold  that  the  appellant  has  a 
plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  by  appeal  from  any  judg- 
ment that  may  be  finally  taken  against  him,  and  for  that 
reason  prohibition  will  not  lie. 

In  so  holding  we  have  not  overlooked  Wkiie  v.  Superior 
Court,  126  CaL  245,  [58  Pac.  450],  nor  Keystone  Driller  Co. 
V.  Superior  Court,  138  Cal.  738,  [72  Pac.  398],  in  each  of 
which  the  writ  was  granted  to  prohibit  the  trying  of  a 
case  where  summons  had  not  been  served  and  returned  with- 
in the  term  of  three  years  from  the  commencement  of  the 
action.  In  the  Modoc  Land  case  no  question  was  raised  or 
discussed  as  to  the  remedy;  and  in  the  White  case  the  action 
in  the  superior  court  was  to  foreclose  a  mortgage,  and  the 
court  seems  to  have  laid  stress  upon  the  right  of  the  peti- 
tioner to  a  present  dismissal  of  the  action  and  the  removal  of 
the  lien  by  which  his  land  was  encumbered.  But  however 
that  may  be,  both  cases  were  cited  to  the  court  in  the  later 
ease  of  UncUey  v.  Superior  Court,  141  Cal.  220,  [74  Pac.  765], 
where  the  rule  is  laid  down  as  we  have  above  indicated. 

Neither  have  we  overlooked  the  stipulation  printed  in  the 
transcript  to  the  effect  that  the  only  question  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  court  is,  ''Does  section  581  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure  of  the  state  of  California  apply  to  justice 
courts  t"  Counsel  may  not  by  stipulation  submit  questions 
of  law  for  determination  by  this  court  which  do  not  arise 
upon  the  record  in  the  case.  If,  notwithstanding  the  justice 
court  may  not  have  jurisdiction  to  try  the  action  against 
plaintiff,  appellant  has  no  right  to  the  writ  of  prohibition 
because  of  his  remedy  by  appeal,  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
becomes  a  moot  question,  and  should  not  in  this  proceeding 
be  determined  by  this  court. 

The  judgment  is  af&rmed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.f  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 
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[Ciy.  No.  265.    Third  Appellate  District.— February  28,  1907.] 

H.  P.  HOBSON,  Respondent,  v.  PACIFIC  STATES  MBR- 
CANTILB  COMPANY,  Appellant 

BiGaBiYER— Ex  Parts  Appointment— Basis  fob  Dstebmining  Validitt 
— Subseqxtznt  Proceedings  Immaterial. — The  yaliditj  of  an  m 
parte  order  appointing  a  receiver  must  be  determined  bj  the  pro- 
eeedings  upon  which  it  was  based;  and,  aside  from  anj  imperfeo- 
tion  in  the  bond,  anj  proceedings  taken  subsequently  to  the  mak- 
ing of  the  order  when  a  motion  to  vacate  the  order  was  noticed  and 
heard,  including  an  amended  complaint  then  allowed  to  be  filed, 
are  wholly  immaterial 

Id. — iNsuFPicaENT  Complaint — Objeof  of  Action — ^Appointment  of 
Beceiveb  of  Insolvent  Corporation— Want  of  Notice. — ^Where 
the  original  complaint  on  which  the  order  was  based  did  not  state 
a  cause  of  action,  and  had  for  its  object  merely  to  appoint  a  re- 
ceiver of  a  corporation,  alleged  on  information  and  belief  to  be  in- 
solvent, and  a  receiver  was  appointed  upon  the  verified  complaint 
to  take  possession  of  all  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation  without 
notice,  the  order  has  no  validity  and  must  be  reversed. 

ID« — ^Appointment  must  be  Ancillary  to  Pending  Cause  of  AonoN. — 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  action  brought  merely  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver.  Such  an  appointment,  when  made,  must  be 
ancillary  to  a  pending  and  independent  cause  of  action,  and  its 
purpose  is  to  preserve  the  property  pending  the  litigation,  so  that 
the  relief  awarded  by  the  judgment,  if  any,  may  be  effective. 

H). — ^Jurisdiction  of  Equity— iNsoiiVENT  Corporation. — ^A  court  of 
equity  has  no  inherent  power  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  an  insolvent 
corporation  merely  because  of  its  insolvency,  or  to  wind  up  its 
affairs,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute;  and  no  statute  authorises  a 
private  person,  either  as  stockholder  or  creditor,  to  maintain  an 
action  to  dissolve  a  corporation  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  insolvent^ 
or  to  place  its  property  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver. 

Id* — Notice  Bequisite  as  a  Bule — Irreparable  Injury — Temporary 
Injunction. — As  a  general  rule,  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  to 
take  property  out  of  one's  possession  without  a  trial  will  not  be 
indulged  in  by  a  court  without  previous  notice  to  the  defendant. 
It  would  be  unjustifiable,  except  where  it  clearly  appeared  that  ir- 
reparable injury  would  be  done  during  the  few  days  necessary  for 
a  hearing  on  notice;  and  even  in  such  extreme  case  a  temporary 
injunction  would  usually  be  sufficient. 
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APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City 
and  County  of  San  Francisco  appointing  a  receiver.  F.  H. 
Kerrigan,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
Biordan  ft  Lande,  for  Appellant. 

L.  O.  Carpenter,  F.  W.  Sawyer,  and  H.  F.  Hobson,  for 
Bespondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J.— The  prayer  of  the  complaint  is  that 
plaintiff  have  judgment  for  $4,525,  and  that  a  receiver  be 
appointed  upon  the  filing  of  the  complaint  to  take  posses- 
sion of  all  the  assets  and  property,  books,  papers  and  records 
of  defendant,  and  that  defendant  be  restrained  from  transfer- 
ring any  of  its  property,  assets,  books  and  records  and  from 
doing  any  further  business.  Before  the  court  made  any 
order  and  as  required  by  the  court,  plaintiff  on  said  day 
filed  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $1,000,  signed  by  plaintiff  and 
one  surety,  though  reciting  the  names  of  two  sureties.  It 
does  not  appear  that  this  bond  was  approved.  Thereupon 
and  on  the  same  day,  and  without  notice  to  defendant^  the 
court  made  the  following  order : 

''From  the  verified  complaint  herein,  good  reasons  appear- 
ing, and  it  appearing  necessary  and  proper  therefor  it  is 
hereby  ordered  that:  Thomas  J.  Quinn  be  and  he  is  hereby 
appointed  Beceiver  herein  to  take  into  possession  and  safely 
keep  until  the  further  order  of  this  court,  all  of  the  assets, 
property,  money  of  whatever  kind  or  nature,  books,  records, 
files  and  papers  of  the  defendant  herein,  and  until  the 
further  order  of  this  court  the  defendant,  its  ofScers,  man- 
agers and  agents  are  restrained  from  disposing,  transferring 
or  removing  any  of  its  assets,  property,  books,  files,  records 
and  accounts,  and  they  and  each  of  them  and  all  other  par- 
ties having  property  in  their  possession  or  under  the  control 
belonging  to  the  defendant  are  hereby  directed  to  deliver  the 
same  to  said  receiver. 

'*For  the  purpose  of  fully  carrying  out  this  order  and  the 
authority  of  the  said  Beceiver,  tiie  said  Beceiver  is  hereby 
authorized  to  commence  and  institute  any  necessary  action 
in  any  court  for  that  purpose. 
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**The  Receiver  is  hereby  required  to  furnish  on  qualifying 
an  undertaking  in  the  sum  of  $3000.00  and  to  take  the  oath 
required  by  law. 

"Dated  July  23rd,  1901 

"FRANK  R  KERRIGAN, 
"Judge. 

"  (Endorsed) :  Filed  Jul.  23, 1904.'' 

On  the  same  day  the  receiver  so  appointed  filed  the  re- 
quired bond,  which  was  on  that  day  approved  by  the  said 
judge.  The  complaint  was  verified  and  was  filed  on  July  22, 
1904.  It  alleged  that  defendant  is  a  corporation  organized 
under  the  laws  of  this  state;  that  its  object  was  the  sale 
and  issuance  of  contracts  known  as  ''Merchandise  Contracts," 
a  sample  of  which  is  appended  to  the  complaint  as  exhibit 
"A"  and  made  part  thereof;  that  plaintiff  is  the  owner  and 
holder  of  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  of  said  contracts, 
all  of  which  are  in  good  standing.  This  contract  purports 
to  be  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the  corporation  to  deliver 
to  the  holder  or  his  assigns,  upon  his  complying  with  the  con- 
ditions stated  therein,  ''merchandise  of  whatever  description 
desired  to  the  retail  value  of  one  hundred  dollars."  The 
company  guarantees,  upon  redemption  of  the  contract,  to 
find  a  purchaser  for  the  merchandise,  should  the  holder  wish 
to  sell  the  merchandise,  "for  the  amount  of  $85  cash  then 
and  there."  The  holder  is  required  and  agrees  to  pay  to 
the  company  the  sum  of  $50,  as  follows:  Five  dollars  on  de- 
livery of  the  contract,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  weekly  for 
thirty  successive  weeks,  failing  in  which  the  contract  becomes 
void  and  all  payments  made  are  to  be  forfeited  to  the  com- 
pany. If  the  weekly  payments  are  fully  paid  the  contract 
is  deemed  fully  paid  and  nonforfeitable,  "and  when  there- 
after there  shall  be  the  full  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  to 
the  credit  of  this  contract  in  the  Redemption  Fund  of  the 
company,  the  company  will  immediately,  on  the  surrender 
to  it  of  this  contract,  deliver  to  the  holder  thereof  the  mer- 
chandise hereinbefore  mentioned."  The  contract  provides 
further  that  the  company  shall  retain  "for  its  own  use  and 
all  expenses"  the  initial  payment  of  five  dollars;  also  twenty- 
five  per  cent  of  the  thirty  weekly  installments;  also  "place 
ten  per  cent  in  the  reserve  fund,  and  set  aside  the  remainder 
of  the  installmentB  paid  on  this  and  other  similar  contracts 
to  the  credit  of  the  Redemption  Fund.    The  money  in  said 
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K^demption  Fond  shall  be  used  in  the  purchase  of  merchan- 
dise for  deliyery^  as  required  in  the  fulfillment  of  this  and 
similar  contracts  of  the  company."  It  is  also  provided  that 
the  contract  ''is  written  pursuant  to  a  written  application 
thereof  signed  by  the  holder  which  is  hereby  referred  to  and 
made  part  hereof/'  but  this  application  is  not  set  out  nor  are 
its  provisions  stated  in  the  complaint. 

The  complaint  next  alleges:  That  ''said  business  of  said 
defendant  is  against  public  policy  and  as  plaintiff  is  informed 
and  believes  and  therefore  alleges  a  fraud  against  the  plain- 
tiff and  all  contract  holders";  upon  information  and  belief 
it  is  alleged  that  the  postoffice  department  has  instituted  pro- 
ceedings against  defendant  to  deprive  it  of  the  use  of  the 
mails,  and  that  defendant  has  been  "sued  and  attached  on 
mature  contracts  and  has  been  unable  to  meet  its  demands"; 
that  defendant  has  caused  two  other  corporations  to  be  or- 
ganized for  the  purpose  of  taking  over  its  property  "and  plac- 
ing itself  insolvent,"  and  unless  restrained  will  transfer  its 
property  to  prevent  the  holders  of  said  contracts  from  realiz- 
ing anything  thereon;  that  many  of  said  contracts  are  out- 
standing and  the  holders  thereof  "are  becoming  alarmed  and 
are  making  great  demands  on  defendant  which  are  being 
refused";  plaintiff  also  alleges  on  information  and  belief 
that  complaint  has  been  made  to  the  attorney  general  of  the 
state  requesting  proceedings  to  be  taken  to  revoke  the  license 
of  defendant  to  do  further  business,  and  that  before  such 
action  is  taken  defendant  will  dispose  of  all  its  assets  and 
property  in  a  manner  to  be  of  great  loss  to  plaintiff  and  other 
contract  holders;  on  information  and  belief  also  it  is  alleged 
that  defendant  is  insolvent  and  cannot  meet  its  obligations, 
and  that  "plaintiff  believes"  that  defendant  intends  to  sell 
as  many  contracts  as  it  can  and  cause  its  insolvency  to  be  cir- 
culated and  thus  discredit  its  ability  to  meet  the  demands 
upon  it  and  cause  holders  to  forfeit  their  contracts,  and  unless 
restrained  and  a  receiver  appointed  to  take  charge  of  the 
business  there  will  be  a  great  many  contracts  declared  void 
for  nonpayment  and  the  money  paid  thereon  forfeited;  that 
plaintiff  has  no  information  of  the  full  indebtedness  and  lia- 
bility of  defendant^  and  that  such  information  is  contained 
in  defendant's  books  and  records,  which,  unless  preserved  by 
order  of  the  court,  will  be  destroyed  or  disposed  of  so  as  not 
6  CaL  App.— 7 
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to  be  available  as  evidence ;  that  there  has  been  paid  on  plain- 
tiff's said  contracts  the  sum  of  $4,525,  which  defendant  ''has 
had  and  received  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  plaintiff  and  said 
contracts";  that  ''unless  a  receiver  is  appointed  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  assets  and  property  of  defendant  and  its  books, 
papers,  vouchers,  records  as  herein  alleged,  thej  will  be  lost 
to  the  plaintiff  and  all  contract  holders." 

The  bond  for  $1,000  was  objected  to  as  being  defectively 
executed  (by  whom  and  when  objected  to  does  not  appear), 
and  on  July  28,  1904,  by  order  of  the  court,  a  bond  similar 
in  all  respects  to  the  first  one,  duly  executed  by  plaintiff 
and  two  sureties,  was  filed  and  approved  by  the  judge  in 
lieu  of  said  first  bond.  It  appears  that  on  the  day  of  his 
appointment,  namely,  July  23d,  the  receiver  "entered  into 
possession  of  the  premises  and  offices  occupied  by  the  corpora- 
tion defendant,  and  seized  and  took  possession  and  control 
of  all  the  assets  and  property  of  every  kind  and  nature,  books, 
papers,  records,  vouchers  and  all  other  property  of  every 
character  pertaining  to  the  business  of  said  corporation  and 
the  officers  duly  authorized  to  take  charge  of  the  affairs 
thereof,  the  property  and  business  of  said  corporation,  and 
changed  the  locks  on  the  offices  and  premises  occupied  by  said 
company  in  the  building  known  as  137  Montgomery  street 
in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  and  permanently 
locked  and  closed  said  offices  occupied  and  used  by  said  cor- 
poration defendant  and  which  constituted  the  principal  and 
only  place  of  business  of  said  corporation  defendant  in  said 
city  and  county." 

On  July  25,  1904,  defendant  duly  served  notice  of  motion 
to  set  aside  the  order  appointing  the  receiver  on  the  ground 
that  the  complaint  does  not  state  sufficient  facts  to  constitute 
a  cause  of  action,  or  entitle  plaintiff  to  the  relief  prayed  for 
or  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver,  and  upon  the  further 
ground  that  there  is  no  authority  of  law  for  the  appointment 
of  a  receiver  of  defendant  corporation  upon  the  grounds 
stated  in  the  complaint  herein,  and  the  court  was  without 
jurisdiction  to  appoint  said  receiver.  The  court  shortened 
the  time  within  which  to  serve  notice  of  said  motion  to  two 
hours  and  defendant  duly  served  the  same  upon  plaintiff 
on  July  25th,  and  simultaneously  therewith  also  served  on 
plaintiff  a  copy  of  the  answer  to  the  complaint 
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In  its  answer  defendant  denies  specifically  each  and  eveiy 
of  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  avers  that  plaintiff  has 
caused  assignments  of  said  contracts  to  be  made  to  him  for 
the  purpose  of  this  action,  but  none  of  said  assignments  has 
or  have  been  registered  with  defendant  as  required  by  said 
contracts  and  all  like  contracts;  that  not  less  than  ninety- 
seven  per  cent  of  the  contract  holders  who  have  assigned  their 
contracts  to  plaintiff  as  by  him  alleged  have  not  paid  the  full 
amount  required  by  them  to  be  paid  under  the  terms  of  said 
contract,  and  ''said  contracts  are  not  fully  paid  and  have  not 
matured  with  the  exception  of  probably  six";  that  said  con- 
tracts are  payable  only  ''when  there  shall  be  the  full  amount 
of  one  hundred  doUars  to  the  credit  of  said  contract  in  the 
redemption  fund  of  the  company,  and  not  before,  as  said  con- 
tracts in  express  terms  stipulate  and  provide";  that  prior 
to  the  delivery  or  execution  of  said  contracts,  or  any  of  them, 
each  holder  signed  a  written  application  of  the  form  set  out 
in  the  answer.  This  application  purports  to  be  an  applica- 
tion in  which  the  proposed  purchaser  agrees  to  make  the  pay- 
ments as  set  forth  in  the  contract  under  penalty  of  forfeiture, 
and  declares  that  the  application  is  made  with  full  knowledge 
of  all  the  provisions  of  said  contract  and  published  literature 
of  the  company,  all  of  which  terms  and  conditions  the  pur- 
chaser agrees  to.  The  motion  came  on  to  be  heard  on  the 
25th  and  at  the  hearing  thereof  "there  was  used,  heard  and 
considered  the  said  complaint  herein,  the  said  notice  of  mo- 
tion to  set  aside  said  order  and  the  said  answer  of  defend- 
ant." The  matter  was  taken  under  advisement,  and  "on 
July  27th  the  plaintiff  served  and  filed  in  said  cause  the 
following  papers  and  pleadings,  to  wit,  notice,  affidavits, 
order,  motion  to  amend  and  amended  complaint."  These 
papers  were  filed  by  leave  of  court  and  over  the  defendant's 
objection,  and  thereupon  the  court,  "upon  the  consideration 
of  all  the  papers  on  file  herein,  including  said  amended  com- 
plaint, denied  said  motion  to  vacate  said  order  appointing 
said  receiver  herein,  and  by  the  order  of  said  court  duly  en- 
tered in  the  minutes  thereof  continued  said  receiver  in  the 
use,  occupation,  possession  and  control  of  the  property  and 
premises  of  said  corporation  defendant,  by  the  order  of  said 
court  to  such  effect"  The  papers  filed  by  plaintiff  on  the 
27th  of  July,  and  which  were  heard  upon  defendant's  motion, 
do  not  appear  in  the  transcript 
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On  July  28th  defendant  duly  served  notice  of  appeal  from 
said  order  appointing  said  receiver  and  upon  the  same  day 
and  upon  application,  the  amount  being  fixed  by  the  court, 
defendant  filed  its  stay  bond  on  appeal  in  the  sum  of  $5,000.. 
which  was  duly  approved  by  the  court,  whereupon  the  court 
ordered  ^^that  all  proceedings  under  said  order  appointing 
said  receiver  are  hereby  stayed,''  and  further  that  said  re- 
ceiver surrender  possession  to  defendant  of  all  the  property 
held  by  him  under  said  order  and  to  *^  desist  from  doing  any 
further  act  as  such  receiver.*' 

The  order  from  which  defendant  appeals  was  made  without 
notice  to  defendant,  upon  the  verified  complaint  alone;  the 
first  notice  defendant  had  of  the  order  was  when  the  receiver 
took  possession  of  its  books  and  other  property  and  its  place 
of  business,  locked  up  the  premises  and  carried  away  the  key. 
The  bond  given  by  plaintiff  at  the  time  was  subsequently 
declared  by  the  court  to  be  so  defective  as  to  require  another 
bond  to  be  given  in  lieu  thereof,  which  was  not  done  until 
five  days  later.  When  the  receiver  took  possession  of  de- 
fendant's place  of  business  and  its  books,  records  and  other 
property,  his  only  authority  was  the  ex  parte  order  of  the 
court  concededly  issued  upon  the  original  complaint,  sup- 
ported by  a  defective  bond  which,  had  it  been  in  all  respects 
good  and  sufScient,  may  have  been  wholly  inadequate  to 
damnify  defendant  for  the  damage  in  executing  the  order. 
But  aside  from  any  imperfection  in  the  bond  we  know  of 
no  authority,  statutory  or  otherwise,  that  warranted  the  court 
in  making  the  order  complained  of.  We  regard  the  proceed- 
ings taken  subsequent  to  the  making  of  the  order,  when 
the  motion  to  vacate  it  was  noticed  and  heard,  as  wholly  im- 
material and  in  no  wise  affecting  the  question  now  before  us. 
The  validity  of  the  order  must  be  determined  by  the  proceed- 
ings upon  which  it  was  based.  We  have  set  out  these  sub- 
sequent proceedings  because  they  are  part  of  the  record  and 
are  claimed  by  respondent  to  have  some  bearing  upon  the 
question  presented,  but  we  fail  to  see  in  what  respect  they  can 
be  used  to  validate  an  order  previously  made  by  the  court 
upon  grounds  then  only  in  existence. 

The  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  do  not  constitute  a  cause 
of  action  and  are  not  claimed  to  have  been  stated  for  any 
purpose  except  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  Respond- 
ent says  in  his  brief  that  the  action  is  not  to  enforce  an  il- 
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legal  contract,  but  ''is  to  distribute  among  creditors  a  joint 
fand."  The  action  does  not  purport  to  have  been  brought  on 
bdialf  of  all  the  contract  holders ;  there  is  no  demand  for  an 
accounting  for  the  common  benefit  of  all  contract  holders  or 
for  the  benefit  of  plaintifi!;  there  are  no  appropriate  aver- 
ments for  any  relief,  so  far  as  we  can  discover  by  the  com- 
plaint, except  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  True,  the 
prayer  asks  for  judgment  for  a  certain  sum,  but  the  only 
averment  looking  toward  a  money  judgment  is  the  averment 
that  defendant  has  received  this  amount  upon  the  contracts 
mentioned,  to  the  benefit  of  plaintiff,  which,  in  itself,  is  not 
sufficient  in  an  action  for  money  had  and  received ;  there  is  no 
allegation  of  nonpayment  of  the  money  paid  to  the  corpora- 
tioiu  (Hurley  v.  Ryan,  119  CaL  71,  [51  Pac.  20] ;  Dodge  v. 
Kimple,  121  CaL  580,  [54  Pac.  94].)  It  is  not  possible  to 
make  anything  out  of  the  complaint  except  a  recital  of  facts, 
all  of  them  substantially  upon  information  and  belief  or  on 
belief  alone,  as  ground  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver. 

It  may  be  regarded  as  the  settled  law  in  this  state  that  a 
court  of  equity  has  no  inherent  power  to  appoint  a  receiver 
of  an  insolvent  corporation  merely  because  of  its  insolvency, 
or  to  wind  up  its  affairs,  in  the  absence  of  a  statutory  provi- 
sion. {Murray  v.  Superior  Court,  129  Cal.  628,  [62  Pac. 
191].)  Section  564,  subdivision  5,  CJode  of  Civil  Procedure, 
provides  that  '^a  receiver  may  be  appointed  ...  in  the  cases 
when  a  corporation  ...  is  insolvent."  In  the  French  Bank 
Case,  53  Cal.  495,  553,  the  court  said:  ''There  is,  of  course, 
no  such  thing  as  an  action  brought  distinctively  for  the 
mere  appointment  of  a  receiver — such  an  appointment,  when 
made,  is  ancillary  to  or  in  aid  of  the  action  brought.  Its 
purpose  is  to  preserve  the  property  pending  the  litigation 
BO  that  the  relief  awarded  by  the  judgment,  if  any,  may  be 
effective.  The  authority  conferred  upon  the  court  to  make 
the  appointment  necessarily  presupposes  that  an  action  is 
pending  before  it,  instituted  by  some  one  authorized  by  law 
to  commence  it  But  there  is  no  statute  of  this  state,  none  to 
which  we  have  been  pointed,  which  undertakes  to  confer 
upon  a  private  person,  either  as  stockholder  or  creditor,  the 
right  to  maintain  an  action  to  dissolve  a  corporation  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  insolvent,  or  to  obtain  relief  by  seizing 
its  property  out  of  the  hands  of  its  constituted  management, 
and  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver."    This  construo- 
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tion  of  the  subdivision  was  followed  and  approved  in  Fischer 
Y.  Superior  Court,  110  Cal.  129,  [42  Pac.  561].  It  was  there 
said:  ''The  general  rule,  no  doubt,  is  that  so  harsh  a  measure 
as  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  to  take  property  out  of  one's 
possession  without  a  trial  will  not  be  indulged  in  by  a  court 
without  previous  notice  to  the  defendant.  It  would  be  un- 
justifiable, except  where  it  clearly  appeared  that  irreparable 
injury  would  be  done  during  the  few  days  necessary  for  a 
hearing  on  notice;  and  even  in  such  an  extreme  case,  a  tem- 
porary injunction  would  usually  be  sufficient" 

Mr.  Beach,  in  his  work  on  Receivers,  section  141,  says: 
**A  motion  to  appoint  a  receiver  will  not  be  entertained  un- 
less notice  has  been  given  to  the  defendant,  if  practicable, 
and  the  appointment  will  not  be  made  without  notice,  save  in 
the  case  of  irreparable  injury."  (See  Havemeyer  ▼.  Su- 
perior  Court,  84  Cal.  327,  [18  Am.  St.  Rep.  192,  24  Pac 
121].) 

Respondent  claims  that  Fischer  v.  Superior  Court,  supra, 
turned  on  the  point  that  a  bond  was  not  required  before 
making  the  order.  In  this  respondent  is  in  error.  The  de- 
cision deals  particularly  with  the  fact  that  the  order  appoint- 
ing the  receiver  was  without  notice  to  the  adverse  party, 
while  also  showing  that  the  court  was  without  authority  to 
make  the  order  to  take  possession  of  the  property  of  the 
corporation,  as  held  in  the  French  Bank  Case,  supra. 

We  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  pass  definitely  upon  the 
nature  of  these  contracts.  Both  parties  seem  to  regard  them 
as  illegal,  and  for  this  reason  appellant  contends  that  the 
law  leaves  plaintiff  where  it  finds  him  (Wyman  v.  Moore, 

103  Cal.  213,  [37  Pac.  230] ) ;  and  that  a  contract  against  pub- 
lic policy  may  not  be  made  the  foundation  of  any  action, 
either  at  law  or  in  equity.  (Chateau  v.  Singla,  114  Cal.  91, 
[55  Am.  St.  Rep.  63,  45  Pac.  1015].)  A  very  slight  exam- 
ination of  the  contract  shows  that  there  can  never  accumulate 
in  the  redemption  fund  the  amount  required  before  the  com- 
pany can  be  called  upon,  under  the  terms  of  the  contract,  to 
furnish  the  merchandise  referred  to.  Apparently  each  con- 
tract stands  on  its  own  feet  and  the  holder  has  no  claim 
upon  the  redemption  fund  except  to  such  money  as  he  himself 
pays  in.  There  appears  to  be  no  provision  that  forfeitures 
shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  redemption  fund,  but  appar- 
ently they  go  to  the  benefit  of  the  company.    The  holder  has 
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a  fully  paid-up  contract  when  he  has  paid  $50,  but 
of  this  amount  only  $29.75  goes  to  this  redemption  fund. 
The  contract  expressly  provides  that  the  merchandise  will 
not  be  delivered  until  there  is  paid  into  that  fund  the  full 
sum  of  $100,  so  that  the  holder  must  pay  into  that  fund 
$70.25  additional,  or  in  all  $120.25,  for  the  privilege 
of  receiving  $100  worth  of  merchandise  at  retail  prices. 
A  more  perfect  scheme  of  ''heads  I  win  and  tails  yoa 
lose"  cannot  well  be  conceived.  Any  person  of  ordinary 
understanding  can  see  this  by  a  moment's  examination  of 
the  contract  itself.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  equity  will 
ever  come  to  the  relief  of  a  sane  person  who  deliberately, 
as  in  this  case,  without  fraudulent  inducement  or  conceal- 
ment or  through  mistake  or  misrepresentation,  becomes  a 
party  to  such  a  contract.  However  this  may  be,  we  are  con- 
vinced that  the  appointment  of  the  receiver  was  without  au- 
thority of  law  for  the  reasons  hereinbefore  stated.  The  order 
also  contains  a  restraining  clause,  but  no  appeal  is  taken 
from  that  part  of  the  order,  if  indeed  it  was  intended  to 
operate  as  an  injunction  or  has  been  so  treated. 

So  much  of  the  order  as  appointed  a  receiver  is  reversed. 

Harty  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 


[Grim.  No.  41.    Third  Appellate  Distrlet.— Febniary  25,  1907.] 

In  re  CHABLES  NABVAEZ,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

Habeas  Corpus — ^Two  Commitmxmts  vbok  Justigi  Cottbt — Singlb 
Chabgs  of  Petit  Labgent — ^Von>  Cumulativb  Cokioticxnt — ^Pbb- 
SUMPTIONS  NOT  INDULGED^ — Where  two  cumulatiTe  eoxDinitineiito  of 
six  months  each  on  two  judgments  were  made  in  the  justice's  court 
on  what  appears  to  be  but  one  charge  of  petit  larceny,  there  being 
nothing  in  the  record  to  show  the  contrary,  no  presumption  can  bo 
indulged  in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  in  the  jus- 
tice's court,  and  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  there  were  two  com- 
plaints identical  in  their  averments,  but  constituting  two  distinct 
erimes,  to  support  the  second  commitment.  It  must  be  deemed  void; 
and  at  the  expiration  of  the  iirst  sentence  of  six  months^  the  de- 
ftndant  is  entitled  to  be  discharged  on  hdbea$  eorpm^ 
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HEARING  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  test  the  validity 
of  cumulative  commitments  from  the  justice's  court  for 
Montezuma  Township,  in  Solano  County.  A.  W.  McDonald, 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Paul  C.  Harlan,  for  Petitioner. 

J.  M.  Raines,  District  Attorn^,  for  Respondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J. — ^It  appears  from  the  uncontroverted 
facts  set  forth  in  the  petition  that  petitioner  was,  on  Sep- 
tember 19,  1906,  arraigned  in  the  justice's  court  of  Monte- 
zuma township,  Solano  county,  on  the  charge  of  petit  larceny, 
for  the  theft  of  two  sacks  of  barley ;  he  pleaded  guilty  there- 
to and  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  for 
the  period  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  days ;  that  he  was  de- 
livered to  the  sheriff  of  said  county  on  said  day  and  has 
been  ever  since  said  day,  continuously  and  is  now,  confined 
in  said  county  jail,  by  virtue  of  two  judgments  or  commit- 
ments, and  not  otherwise,  copies  of  which  are  attached  to 
the  petition  and  made  part  thereof;  that  the  board  of  super- 
visors of  said  county  duly  and  regularly  allowed  petitioner 
thirty  days'  credit  upon  his  aforesaid  term  of  imprisonment. 

It  appears  that  the  two  judgments  or  commitments  are 
identical  and  describe  the  same  offense,  the  only  difference 
being  that  the  closing  paragraph  of  one  reads  as  follows:  ''To 
take  effect  upon  the  expiration  of  the  judgment  previously 
rendered  upon  the  above-mentioned  date  in  an  action  entitled 
as  above."  The  petition  was  filed  on  February  20,  1907, 
and  the  hearing  was  on  February  23,  1907. 

It  will  thus  appear  that  petitioner  has  already  served  the 
full  period  of  imprisonment  for  which  the  justice  of  the  peace 
had  jurisdiction  to  commit  the  prisoner  for  a  single  charge 
of  petit  larceny,  which  is  six  months.  (Pen.  Code,  sees.  490, 
1205.)  The  two  commitments  show  that  they  related  to  but 
one  charge,  namely,  the  stealing  of  two  sacks  of  barley;  no 
other  construction  can  fairly  be  put  upon  them.  If  there 
was  another  charge  or  another  complaint  to  which  the  second 
commitment  could,  or  was  intended  to,  apply,  it  has  not  been 
made  to  so  appear. 
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It  18  not  material  which  one  of  the  commitments  is  taken 
as  justification  for  the  imprisonment;  whichever  one  it  may  be, 
the  petitioner  has  served  the  full  period  for  which  he  can 
be  held  upon  the  conviction  of  a  single  charge  of  petit  lar- 
ceny. During  the  maximum  time  for  which  he  was  legally 
committed  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  his  discharge,  but  he 
cannot  be  held  to  suffer  a  punishment  for  a  period  in  excess 
of  that  within  the  power  of  the  justice  to  impose.  (Ex  parte 
Bulger,  60  CaL  438.)  There  must  not  only  be  jurisdiction 
of  the  person  and  the  subject  matter,  but  there  must  be  juris- 
diction to  impose  the  sentence  which  is  adjudged.  Without 
such  jurisdiction  the  sentence  is  not  merely  voidable,  but  is 
void. 

It  cannot  be  presumed  that  there  were  two  complaints 
identical  in  their  averments  but  embracing  two  separate  and 
distinct  crimes  in  order  to  discover  support  for  a  second 
commitment. 

No  presumptions  will  be  indulged  as  to  the  regularity  of 
the  proceedings  in  a  justice's  court  (Ex  parte  Kearney, 
65  Cal.  212.) 

Apparently  the  petitioner  is  being  imprisoned  without  law- 
ful authority. 

The  prisoner  is  discharged  from  custody. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 


[av.  No.  ITS.    First  AppeUate  DiBtrict.— Pebnmry  27,  1907.] 

NORTHWESTERN   PACKING    COIVIPANY,   Respondent, 
V.  ARTHUR  L.  WHITNET  et  al.,  AppeUants. 

COKPOBATIONB — ^DISPOSITION   OF   PbOPEBTT — ^AUTHOBTTY  OF  DiBBOTORS — 

PowxB  OF  President. — A  corporation  can  only  act  in  relation  to 
the  control  and  disposition  of  its  property  through  its  board  of  di- 
rectors, or  some  one  authorized  by  the  board.  Its  president  has  no 
power,  merely  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  buy  or  sell  the  property  of 
the  corporation  or  to  make  an  executory  contract  to  seU  its  prop- 
erty binding  upon  it. 
Id.— Unauthobized  Exeoutoby  Gontraot  of  Bale — Ck)BPO]UTioN  noi 
Estopped^ — The  corporation  is  not  estopped  to  deny  the  ?aliditj  at 
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an  unauthorized  executory  contract  of  its  president  to  sell  its  prop- 
erty, to  which  the  corporate  seal  is  not  attached,  and  from  which  it 
has  derived  no  benefit  and  which  was  not  authorized  by  any  course 
of  business  between  the  parties  nor  ratified  bj  the  board  of  diree* 
ters. 

0>. — Evidenob--By-law8  of  Corporation. — ^Where  a  corporation  is 
sought  to  be  charged  for  breach  of  an  agreement  executed  by  its 
president  which  has  not  been  performed,  and  there  is  no  question 
•f  estoppel  or  ratification,  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation  are  ad- 
missible in  evidence  to  show  that  the  president  was  only  authorized 
to  execute  instruments  in  writing  which  have  been  first  approved 
by  the  board  of  directors. 

Ip. — ^Broker's  Commission  not  Allowable — ^Procurino  of  Pub- 
chasers  Who  do  not  Contract. — ^A  broker's  commission  upon  the 
unauthorized  contract  of  sale  made  by  the  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion is  not  chargeable  against  the  corporation  nor  is  it  allowable  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  contract  made  by  the  president  by  reason  of  the 
mere  finding  of  purchasers  ready,  able  and  willing  to  purchase^ 
where  there  was  no  agreement  to  purchase  and  no  sale  was  nego- 
tiated. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    J.  M.  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Myrick  &  Peering,  for  Appellants. 

H.  W.  Hutton,  for  Eespondent. 

COOPER,  P.  J. — The  complaint  alleges  that  in  October, 
1902,  plaintiff  sold  and  delivered  to  defendants  two  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  red  Alaska  Salt  Salmon  at  $7.50  per  bar- 
rel, less  a  discount  of  five  per  cent,  making  the  total  amount 
due  $1,781.25;  that  the  same  had  not  been  paid,  except  the 
sum  of  $850  on  account,  leaving  $931.25  due  and  unpaid. 
The  answer  denies  specifically  the  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  by  way  of  counterclaim  alleges  that  the  plaintiff 
is  indebted  to  the  defendants  in  the  sum  of  $1,593.75  for  work 
and  labor  performed  by  defendants  for  plaintiff  at  its  special 
instance  and  request,  no  part  of  which  has  been  paid  except 
the  sum  of  $931.25,  and  concludes  with  a  prayer  for  judgment 
against  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $662.50. 
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The  court  found  that  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  are 
true,  and  as  to  the  answer  it  found:  ''It  is  not  true  that 
within  the  two  years  prior  to  the  filing  of  defendants'  an- 
swer herein,  or  at  any  other  time,  the  defendants  performed 
work  and  labor  or  either  thereof  for  plaintiff  at  the  plaintiff's 
special  iDstance  and  request  or  otherwise,  or  for  which  the 
said  plaintiff  promised  and  agreed  to  pay  the  said  defend- 
ants the  sum  of  one  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-three 
dollars  and  seventy-five  cents  ($1,593.75)  or  any  other  sum  of 
money."  Upon  the  findings  judgment  was  entered  for  plain- 
tiff as  prayed  for  in  its  complaint. 

Defendants  prosecute  this  appeal  from  the  judgment,  and 
lurge  certain  rulings  as  prejudicial.  There  is  no  question  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  support  the  findings,  and 
there  seems  to  be  no  serious  question  as  to  the  sale  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  barrels  of  the  salmon  to  defendants,  the 
price  agreed  to  be  paid,  and  the  balance  due  upon  that 
transaction.  The  rulings  complained  of  relate  to  the  de- 
fendants' counterclaim.  Their  counterclaim  is  based  upon 
what  is  claimed  to  be  a  contract  binding  upon  plaintiff  for 
the  sale  of  all  the  salmon  packed  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  sea- 
son of  1902.  This  alleged  contract  is  contained  in  a  letter 
of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

''Arthur  L.  Whitney. 
"Albion  K  Whitney. 
"0.  B.  Whitney  &  Co. 

''Commission  Merchants, 

"904  Hayward  Building. 
"San  Francisco,  Cal.,  April  15th,  1902. 
**C.  B.  Whitney  ft  Co., 

"904  Hayward  Building,  City. 
"Gentlemen: 

"Confirming  verbal  understanding  with  you,  I  will  g^ve 
you  the  handling  of  all  the  salted  salmon  packed  by  the  North- 
western Co.  and  other  companies  in  which  I  may  be  interested 
this  year,  relying  on  your  discretion  and  judgment  to  realize 
the  best  prices  possible.  You  to  receive  a  commission  of  5  per 
cent  net  on  the  sales. 

"Yours  truly, 
"NORTHWESTERN  PACKING  CO. 

"li.  A.  PEDERSEN.'* 
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It  is  admitted  that  defendants  did  not  sell  the  plaintiff's 
salmon  pack  for  the  year  referred  to,  bnt  that  plaintiff  sold 
its  entire  pack  of  four  thousand  three  hundred  barrels,  save 
and  except  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels,  the  subject  of 
the  complaint  in  this  action.  Defendants'  contention  is  that 
the  letter  signed  by  Pedersen  is  a  contract  binding  upon 
plaintiff  corporation,  and  that  they  should  haye  been  per- 
mitted to  prove  that  they  had  or  procured  purchasers  ready, 
able  and  willing  to  purchase  the  entire  pack  of  salmon,  and 
thus  earned  the  commission  of  five  per  cent  as  provided  in 
said  letter.  The  main  contention  is  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  letter  constitutes  a  binding  executory  contract  upon 
plaintiff  corporation.  Aside  from  the  question  as  to  the 
letter  being  unilateral  and  no  valid  consideration  on  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  letter  does 
not  of  itself  constitute  a  valid  contract  binding  upon  the 
plaintiff  corporation.  It  is  written  by  the  president  of  the 
corporation,  and  in  it  he  says :  "I  will  give  you  the  handling 
of  all  salted  salmon  packed  by  the  Northwestern  Co.  and 
other  companies  in  which  I  may  be  interested  this  year." 
It  is  not  attested  by  the  seal  of  the  corporation.  There  does 
not  appear  to  have  been  any  resolution  of  the  board  of  di- 
rectors authorizing  the  contract 

The  salmon  pack  of  1902  was  the  property  of  the  plaintiff, 
an  artificial  being  created  under  the  provisions  of  the  stat- 
ute. The  title  was  in  the  corporation  and  not  in  Pedersen. 
The  corporation  could  only  act— could  only  sx>eak — ^through 
the  medium  prescribed  by  law — ^the  board  of  directors.  The 
statute  under  which  the  corporation  was  created  contains  the 
express  mandate:  ''The  corporate  powers,  business  and  prop- 
erty of  all  corporations  formed  under  this  title  must  be  ex- 
ercised, conducted  and  controlled  by  a  board  of  not  less  than 
three  directors."     (Civ.  Code,  sec.  305.) 

The  rule  has  been  adhered  to  by  the  courts.  (OashwUer 
V.  WaUs,  33  Cal.  11,  [91  Am.  Dec.  607] ;  Alia  Silver  Min.  Co. 
V.  Mining  Co.,  78  Cal.  629,  [21  Pac.  373] ;  Fontana  v.  Pacific 
Can.  Co.,  129  CaL  51,  [61  Pac  580].)  The  president  of  a 
corporation  has  no  authority  by  virtue  of  his  office  to  buy  or 
sell  the  property  of  the  corporation,  or  to  make  an  executoiy 
contract  binding  upon  the  corporation.  (Bliss  v.  Kawoah  0. 
A  I.  Co.,  65  CaL  502,  [4  Pac.  507].)  The  doctrine  of  es- 
toppel does  not  apply,  because  the  corporation  has  not  availed 
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itself  of  any  benefit  in  any  way  or  manner  by  reason  of  the 
alleged  contract  {Id.)  Nor  was  the  contract  authorized  by 
the  coarse  of  business  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendants, 
for  the  reason  that  it  does  not  appear  that  they  had  ever 
had  any  business  dealings  with  each  other  prior  to  the  time 
the  letter  was  written  by  Pedersen;  nor  was  there  ever  a 
ratification  of  the  alleged  contract  by  the  board  of  directors. 
If  the  defendants  had  in  fact  sold  the  salmon  referred  to 
in  the  letter,  and  the  plaintiff  had  availed  itself  of  the  ser- 
vices of  the  defendants  in  making  such  sale,  and  had  de- 
livered the  salmon  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  procured 
by  defendants,  then  an  entirely  different  question  would  be 
presented*  In  such  case  the  plaintiff  would  not  be  allowed 
to  reap  the  benefits  of  the  contract  and  at  the  same  time  es- 
cape the  burdens.  In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  sought  to  charge 
the  plaintiff  under  a  contract  which  it  never  made,  and  from 
which  it  has  never  received  any  benefit,  and  to  compel  it  to 
pay  defendants  a  commission  for  a  sale  they  did  not  make  and 
which  they  never  agreed  to  make. 

The  court,  under  defendants'  objection,  allowed  the  plain- 
tiff to  read  in  evidence  article  YII  of  plaintiff's  by-laws, 
which  provides  that  the  president  shall  sign  as  president  ''all 
certificates  of  stock  and  all  contracts  and  other  instruments 
in  writing,  which  have  been  first  approved  by  the  board  of 
directors.''  The  defendants  now  urge  that  the  ruling  was 
erroneous,  because  they  were  strangers  to  and  had  no  notice 
of  the  by-laws  introduced  in  evidence.  The  record  does  not 
disclose  that  any  such  ground  was  stated  in  the  objection. 
The  objection  was  ''to  their  introducing  in  evidence  their 
own  by-laws  as  a  part  of  their  own  case  as  against  us." 
However,  the  ruling  was  not  erroneous  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case.  As  has  before  been  stated,  there  is  noth- 
ing to  show  that  the  plaintiff  has  been  guilty  of  such  conduct 
as  to  estop  it  from  denying  the  validity  of  the  contract  signed 
by  Pedersen.  Where  a  corporation  is  sought  to  be  charged 
for  a  breach  of  an  agreement  which  has  not  been  performed, 
and  there  is  no  question  as  to  estoppel  or  ratification,  the 
by-laws  of  the  corporation  are  admissible  in  evidence  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  that  the  contract  was  not  executed  as  the 
by-laws  provide. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  court  erred  in  sustaining  plaintiff's 
objections  to  certain  questions  asked  of  the  defendant  Arthur 
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L.  Whitney  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  had  procured 
purchasers  for  the  salmon  who  were  ready,  able  and  willing 
to  purchase.  If  we  are  correct  in  our  conclusion  that  the  con- 
tract made  by  Pedersen  was  not  the  contract  of  plaintiflP, 
then  the  evidence  was  properly  excluded.  The  questions 
were  each  objected  to  as  calling  for  the  opinion  of  the  witness, 
and  the  objections  might  well  have  been  sustained  on  that 
ground.  Each  of  the  questions  contained  the  interrogation 
as  to  whether  the  witness  ''had  purchasers  ready,  willing  and 
able  to  buy  the  salmon.*'  Whether  a  purchaser  was  ready 
to  purchase,  able  to  purchase,  and  willing  to  purchase,  would 
depend  upon  facts.  If  the  party  making  an  oifer  was  able 
to  purchase,  and  the  price  was  agreed  upon,  the  plaintiff 
must  have  been  informed  of  the  facts.  Plaintiff  could  not 
have  disproved  the  statement  of  the  witness  by  independent 
evidence  if  he  only  said  that  he  had  a  purchaser  ready,  will- 
ing and  able  to  purchase.  And  furthermore  the  defendants 
would  not  have  earned  their  commission  by  simply  finding 
a  purchaser  who  was  ready,  able  and  willing  to  purchase.  A 
person  might  be  ready,  able  and  willing  to  purchase,  and  yet 
make  no  agreement  to  purchase.  The  broker  is  not  entitled 
to  a  commission  until  he  negotiates  a  sale  by  bringing  the 
buyer  and  seller  together.  The  broker  does  not  earn  his 
commission  until  he  procures  a  valid  contract  to  purchase, 
or  brings  the  buyer  and  seller  to  an  agreement.  (Chinn  v. 
Bank  of  California,  99  Cal.  349,  [33  Pac.  1105].)  It  ap- 
pears from  the  testimony  of  Arthur  L.  Whitney  that  defend- 
ant did  not  negotiate  a  sale.  He  testified:  '^I  had  a  conver- 
sation with  Mr.  Webster  during  this  time;  he  said  that  they 
needed  the  money;  he  was  quite  anxious  to  sell,  that  they  had 
been  offered  $6.75  for  the  salmon,  and  I  told  him  that  was 
too  low;  and  he  said  that  they  needed  the  money,  and  I 
said  I  would  advance  them  five  dollars  a  barrel  on  it.  I 
said,  'That  is  too  low,  and  I  want  to  get  something  like  what 
the  goods  are  worth,'  and  I  said  I  would  guarantee  to  get 
him  at  least  $7  net  for  the  salmon.  I  remember  that  I  said 
to  Mr.  Webster,  if  they  insisted  upon  selling  at  those  prices, 
that  I  would  sell  and  could  sell  to  better  advantage  to  the 
party  who  eventually  bought  the  salmon  than  they  could, 
and  let  me  do  it,  and  he  said  he  would.  The  first  that  I 
knew  that  the  pack  had  been  sold  by  the  plaintiff  company 
was  shortly  after  that  I  heard  it  rumored  that  it  had  been. 
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and  I  called  up  Webster  and  he  said  yes,  that  it  had  been 
sold.  It  was  not  done  with  my  knowledge  or  consent.*'  He 
farther  testified  as  to  a  conversation  with  Webster,  plaintiff's 
bookkeeper,  as  to  the  sale  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  bar- 
rels, the  subject  of  this  case.  His  language  is:  "Mr.  Web- 
ster told  me  one  day  that  they  were  ofifered  $6.75,  and  seemed 
to  think  we  ought  to  sell;  and  I  told  him  that  that  was 
too  cheap,  that  we  could  get  more  money,  and  finally  he  said, 
'Well,  I  cannot  afiford  to  take  any  chances,'  and  I  said, 
*Well,  I  will  guarantee  you  $7  net  for  your  salmon,  but 
you  hold  on  and  do  as  you  agreed  with  me,  and  I  will  get 
you  more.'  Well,  he  said  they  would,  and  shortly  after  that 
I  heard,  directly  or  indirectly,  I  don't  know  which,  that  they 
had  sold  their  fish  to  a  party  who  had  been  trying  to  buy 
it  from  me,  and  I  called  him  up  on  the  'phone,  and  asked  him 
if  that  was  true,  and  he  said  yes,  and  I  said,  'I  have  got 
some  orders  left  with  me  that  I  must  fill,  and  I  want  you  to 
deliver  them,*  and  they  delivered  this  250  barrels  in  that  way, 
and  they  were  sold  in  that  way  at  $7.50,  less  5  per  cent  com- 
mission." It  thus  appears  that  the  two  hundred  and  fifty 
barrels  were  sold  to  defendants  to  fill  the  orders  they  had, 
and  they  were  given  credit  for  the  five  per  cent  commission. 
The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.  No.  295.    Second  Appellate  District. — ^February  27,  1907.] 
M.  V.  NEVES,  Respondent,  v.  M.  P.  COSTA,  Appellant 

AcnoN  roa  Falsk  Imfbisonmxnt — ^Asbbst  m  Civil  Action — ^Insuvh* 
ciENT  Affidavit — Ordse  Without  JusisDiOTiONd — ^An  action  will 
lie  to  recover  damages  for  false  imprisonment  under  an  order  of 
arrest  in  a  civil  action  where  the  affidavit  upon  which  the  order 
of  arrest  was  based  is  insufficient  on  its  face  to  give  the  superior 
court  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  order. 

Id. — EssENTULs  or  Affii>avii>— Competent  Bvdsnodb — ^Findino  upon 
TBiAL— Hearsay. — To  justify  an  order  of  arrest  under  section  481 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  competent  •vidfiOM  most  appear 
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bj  Ai&davit  of  the  plaintiify  or  some  other  person,  such  as  to  justify 
the  court  in  making  a  finding  upon  a  trial  that  the  ease  is  one 
mentioned  in  section  479  of  that  code.  If  plaintiif  does  not 
personally  know  the  faets^  he  must  procure  the  affidavit  of  one 
who  does  personally  know  them.  The  order  of  arrest  cannot 
be  based  upon  hearsay,  nor  upon  any  statement,  however  posi* 
tive,  which  is  founded  upon  hearsay. 

ID^ — ^'^  False  Impbisonicxnt''  Bibtinguishid  fbom  ''MALiaous  Pbos>- 
OunoN." — The  actions  of  ^ 'false  imprisonment,"  and  "malicious 
prosecution"  are  quite  distinet.  The  element  of  malice  in  the 
former,  which  Is  essential  in  the  latter,  can  only  be  considered 
where  exemplary  damages  are  asked  in  the  former,  and  then  only 
as  affecting  the  measure  of  damages;  and  ''the  want  of  probable 
eause,"  which  is  essential  in  the  latter,  is  immaterial  in  the  former; 
while  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  termination  of  the  action  ia  the 
latter  is  not  required  in  the  former. 

l^ — Sttitioienot  ot  Complaint— Waiver  or  UNCERTAiMrr—- Asanroi 
or  PaoBABLi  GAUSifr— SUBPLT78AGX. — ^Whero  the  complaint  for  false 
imprisonment  was  suf^ent  upon  general  demurrer  and  no  special 
demurrer  was  interposed  fbr  uncertainty,  all  mere  uncertainty  Is 
waived.  Averments  that  the  defendant  acted  "unlawfully  and  with- 
out probable  cause,"  if  unnecessary,  may  be  treated  as  surplusage 
and  meaningless. 

]b«— Ii£P&isoNiiSNT  Arrsa  SuBBSKDn  bt  Bail— Yabiancb  mot  Shown. 
The  fact  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  plaintiif  did  not  im- 
mediately follow  the  arrest  makes  it  none  the  less  the  result  of  the 
arrest  by  the  defendant's  procurement;  and  the  fact  that  he  was 
admitted  to  bail,  and  that  the  bail  surrendered  him  into  custody, 
without  his  procurement,  only  goes  to  the  amount  of  the  damages 
Buffered,  and  does  not  show  a  variance  as  to  the  cause  of  the  im- 
prisonment. 

Id. — EviDBNGB— Beuu.81  fbom  Impbisonment— Tiicx  Lost  ibom  Bubi- 
NBSS. — ^The  fact  that  a  person  unlawfully  imprisoned  has  been  re- 
leased and  is  no  longer  restrained  of  his  liberty  is  material  in  ascer- 
taining the  time  he  has  lost  from  his  business  by  the  detention. 

Id.— Mannxb  and  Bbabon  vob  Bbt.babb. — ^The  manner  of  the  defend- 
ant's release  need  not  be  shown;  and  the  reason  of  the  court  for 
his  release  in  most  cases  would  be  immaterial,  and  in  some  cases 
perhaps  prejudieiaL 

Id.— BiscHABoi  ON  Habxab  Gobpub—Dauagib— Costs  and  Attobnbtb' 
Fees. — ^The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  was  discharged  on  habeas  eorpm 
was  material  to  his  allegation  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  pajr 
$250  for  costs  and  attorneys'  fees  to  secure  his  release,  and  the pop»* 
eeedings  on  hdbea$  oorpu$  were  admissible  for  this  purpose. 

Ikf— Oboeb  op  Abrest  not  Pbbjudioial. — The  introduction  in  evidoMB 
Bf  the  order  of  arrest  by  the  defendant  was  not  prejudieial, 
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the  court  instructed  the  jury  tliat  the  affidavit  on  whieh  it  was  baaed 
was  insufficient  to  Justify  it. 

Id. — ^Record  on  Different  Habeas  Oobfub — ^Exclusion — ^Bboobd  not 
lDXNTiFiKi>— Presumption  Against  Ebbob* — The  rejection  of  a  rec- 
ord on  hdbecLs  oorpua  against  a  different  partj  offered  bj  defendant| 
which  is  not  identified  nor  brought  up  in  the  record,  must  be  pre- 
sumed not  to  have  been  erroneous. 

iDw— IJNPBXJTTDiciAL  Errob  ON  GBOSS-xxAifXNATiON.^HeZd,  that  the  dis- 
allowance of  certain  proper  questions  asked  l^  defendant  on  cross- 
examination  of  the  plaintiff  was  not  such  prejudicial  error  as  to 
justify  the  rerersal  of  a  judgment  otherwise  properly  rendered. 

&d^DAMA0B8  BBCoyEBABLB-— General  and  Special  Daicaobs.— In  an 
action  for  false  imprisonment^  the  plaintiff  maj  recover,  as  general 
damages,  compensation  for  physical  inconTenienee,  mental  suffering, 
and  humiliation  of  mind  incident  to  the  false  arrest,  and  where  ex- 
pense for  litigation  in  the  hdbea$  oorpm  proceedings  were  qpedallj 
pleaded  thej  are  reeovexable. 

In.— Waiteb  op  Ungebtaintt  as  to  Special  Daicaobs.— No  special  de- 
murrer having  been  interposed,  any  objection  as  to  want  of  certainty 
Ib  the  allegation  of  special  damages  is  waived;  and  the  court  prop- 
erly admitted  evidence  thereof,  and  property  instructed  the  jury  as 
to  the  law  of  special  damages. 

Hk.— Pbopbb  Buunos  as  to  iNsntuonoNSw— fftfld,  that  the  instructions 
giyen  for  the  plaintiff  properly  presented  the  law  applicable  to  the 
ease,  and  that  instructions  requested  by  the  defendant,  whieh  were 
inapplicable  to  the  evidence,  or  which  were  erroneous  or  misleading^ 
properly  rejected* 


APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Tulare 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  W.  B.  Wal- 
laoe,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Charles  O.  Lamberson,  and  J.  L.  C.  Irwin,  for  Appellant 

H.  B.  McClure,  for  Respondent 

TAGGART,  J. — ^This  is  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
false  imprisonment.  Defendant  appeals  from  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  plaintiff,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

On  April  5,  1905,  defendant  commenced  an  action  against 
plaintiff  in  the  superior  court  of  Kings  county  upon  an  im- 
plied contract,  and  at  the  same  time  procured  an  order  for 
a  CaL  App.— a 
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the  arrest  of  plaintiff  based  upon  subdivision  1  of  section 
479  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Plaintiff  was  arrested 
the  next  day,  on  this  order,  and  about  two  hours  after  his 
arrest  gave  baiL  In  the  meantime  he  had  been  permitted 
by  the  officer  arresting  him  to  go  on  his  own  recognizance. 
About  nineteen  days  thereafter  plaintiff  was  surrendered  to 
the  sheriff  of  Kings  county  by  one  of  the  sureties  on  his  bail 
bond,  J.  V.  Garcia,  a  relative  of  his  wife.  The  same  day  the 
plaintiff  signed  the  necessary  papers  for  an  application  to  be 
made  to  this  court  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  The  ap- 
plication was  granted,  the  writ  was  made  returnable  before 
Honorable  W.  B.  Wallace,  judge  of  the  superior  court  for 
Tulare  county,  and  on  May  31,  1905,  by  order  of  the  latter, 
plaintiff  was  discharged  on  the  ground  (as  stated  in  the  or- 
der) that  the  affidavit  on  which  the  order  of  arrest  was  based 
was  insufficient 

Plaintiff  was  imprisoned  in  the  county  jail  of  Kings  county 
from  the  time  of  his  surrender  by  his  bail  as  aforesaid  until 
the  day  of  hearing  and  his  discharge  on  said  writ  of  Juibeas 
corpus,  a  period  of  six  days. 

The  complaint  herein,  fUed  June  8,  1905,  alleges  the  com- 
mencement of  the  above-mentioned  action  in  the  superior  court 
of  Kings  county,  the  making  by  defendant  of  the  affidavit 
upon  which  said  order  of  arrest  was  based  (setting  out  the 
affidavit  in  full) ;  that  said  affidavit  was  made  ^'falsely,  un- 
lawfully and  without  probable  cause";  that  the  order  of  ar- 
rest aforesaid  was  obtained  upon  said  affidavit  by  defend- 
ant, and  that  plaintiff  was  arrested  thereon,  and  imprisoned 
thereunder  in  the  county  jail  of  Kings  county  at  Hanford 
for  seven  days;  and  that  plaintiff  was  thereby  restrained  of 
his  liberty  against  his  will. 

''That  in  so  doing  the  said  defendant  herein  acted  falsely, 
unlawfully  and  without  probable  cause,  and  without  any  right 
or  authority  so  to  do,  and  against  the  will  of  this  plaintiff.'' 

''TThat  said  affidavit  .  .  .  was  and  is  wholly  false  and  un- 
true, which  the  defendant  then  and  at  all  times  since  weU 
knew." 

''That  by  means  of  said  false  and  unlawful  imprisonment, 
and  being  confined  and  restrained  of  his  liberty  as  afore- 
said .  •  .  plaintiff  was  injured  in  his  credit,  and  was  pre- 
vented from  attending  to  his  business  during  that  time,  and 
■offered  mental  anguish  thereby  and  was  compelled  to  pay 
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$250  for  costs  and  oounsel  fees  in  obtaining  his  discharge  on 
writ  of  habeas  corpus,  to  his  damage  in  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand  dollars." 

The  complaint  is  sufficient  against  the  attacks  made  upon 
it  by  defendant  under  a  general  demurrer. 

The  affidavit  upon  which  the  order  of  arrest  was  based  is 
insufficient  on  its  face  to  give  the  superior  court  of  Kings 
county  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  order.  An  order  of  arrest 
is  only  authorized  by  section  481  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure,  where  **it  appears  to  the  judge,  by  the  affidavit  of 
the  plaintiff,  or  some  other  person,  that  a  sufficient  cause  of 
action  exists,  and  that  the  case  is  one  of  those  mentioned  in 
section  479.  The  affidavit  must  be  either  positive  or  upon 
information  and  belief,  and  when  upon  information  and  be- 
lief, it  must  state  the  facts  upon  which  the  information  and 
belief  are  founded." 

In  order  that  it  may  appear  to  the  judge  it  is  necessary  that 
the  facts  shall  be  stated  by  competent  evidence,  such  as  would 
justify  the  court  in  making  a  finding  upon  a  trial  The  ex 
parte  form  in  which  it  is  presented  by  affidavit  is  made  com- 
petent by  section  481.  In  order  that  a  party  who  has  not 
sufficient  knowledge  of  his  own  to  make  the  required  showing 
may  avail  himself  of  this  provisional  remedy  in  a  proper  case, 
the  code  permits  him  to  supplement  his  own  affidavit  with 
that  of  some  one  else  who  knows  some  fact  or  facts.  Or,  he 
may  rely  entirely  upon  the  affidavit  of  ''some  other  person," 
if  the  latter  is  prepared  to  state  facts  sufficient  to  comply 
with  the  statute. 

''Where  in  a  civil  action  the  plaintiff  desires,  so  to  speak, 
to  enforce  his  claim  at  the  outset  by  arrest  and  imprisonment 
of  the  defendant,  in  other  words,  to  have  execution  before  ob- 
taining judgment,  it  is  not  too  much  to  ask  him  to  present  such 
evidence  as  alone  would  be  receivable  upon  the  trial  of  the  ac- 
tion to  justify  an  ordinary  judgment  for  money."  (Markey 
V.  Diamond,  1  Misc.  Rep.  97,  [20  N.  Y.  Supp.  847] ;  Ex  parte 
Fkumoto,  120  Cal.  316,  319,  [52  Pac.  726].) 

"While  the  affidavit  may  state  generally  the  grounds  of 
the  application  upon  belief  only,  we  understand  the  rule  to 
be  well  settled  that,  to  show  the  grounds  of  his  belief,  he  must 
set  forth  such  facts  and  circumstances  mthin  his  own  knowl- 
edge, as  will  authorize  the  officer  who  is  to  issue  the  warrant 
to  find  such  a  state  of  facts  as  required  by  the  statute  to  au- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


116  Neves  v.  Oosta.  [5  Cal.  App. 

ihorize  the  proceeding.  And  if  the  plaintiff  is  not  himself 
I>er8onall7  cognizant  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  relied 
upon,  he  must  procure  the  affidavit  of  some  one  who  is  thus 
personally  cognizant  of  them.  The  warrant  cannot  be  is- 
sued ux)on  hearsay,  nor  upon  any  statement,  however  positive, 
founded  upon  hearsay."     (Proctor  r.  Prout,  17  Mich.  475.) 

That  portion  of  the  affidavit  which  should  be  considered  in 
this  connection  is  as  follows: 

''That  said  defendant,  as  plaintiff  is  informed  and  believes, 
is  about  to  depart  from  this  state  with  intent  to  defraud  his 
creditors. 

''That  affiant  further  avers  and  shows  the  following  facts 
and  circumstances  in  support  of  the  above  allegation :  That  the 
defendant  has  converted  aU  of  his  property  into  cash  (and 
at  this  time,  as  plaintiff  is  informed  and  believes,  has  the 
same  in  his  immediate  possession).  That  the  defendant  told 
one  M.  Macedo  that  he  intended  to  depart  from  this  state. 
That  the  defendant  on  the  5th  day  of  April,  1905,  procured 
his  trunk  a/nd  all  his  wearing  apparel  to  be  brought  to  the 
City  of  Hanford,  Kings  County,  and  that  the  same  is  at  this 
time,  to  wit,  at  the  hour  of  nine  o'clock  p.  m.,  April  5th,  1905, 
situated  in  the  Azores  Stables,  a  livery  stable  situated  at  the 
comer  of  Sixth  and  Bedington  streets  in  the  City  of  Hanford, 
and  that  the  same  was  brought  to  said  place  at  or  about  the 
hour  of  seven  o'clock  p.  m.  of  said  5th  day  of  April,  1905. 

''That  affiant  asked  the  defendant  to  settle  urith  him  as  to 
the  amount  due  to  the  affiant,  the  plaintiff  herein,  on  said 
5th  day  of  April,  1905,  and  defendant  refused,  ever  since 
has  refused,  and  does  now  refuse  to  pay  to  affiant  the  amount 
due  him;  that  said  defendant  is  now  in  the  City  of  Hanford; 
and  that  plaintiff  is  informed  and  believes  that  said  defend- 
ant intends  to  leave  the  City  of  Hanford  on  the  early  morn- 
ing train,  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  April,  1905,  and  that 
said  defendant  intends  to  depart  from  the  state  as  soon  as 
possible.'' 

The  affidavit  contains  no  positive  allegation  of  fraudulent 
intent,  and  the  only  statement  of  the  debtor's  intention  to 
leave  the  state  is  that  he  told  M.  Macedo  so.  The  latter  state- 
ment is  positive  in  form  only.  It  is  hearsay,  pure  and  simple. 
Standing  by  itself,  it  may  relate  to  an  intention  of  ten  years 
ago  long  since  carried  out.  If  the  affiant  had  heard  the  plain- 
tiff tell  Macedo  it  would  have  been  competent  evidence.    Not 
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having  so  stated  in  his  affidavit,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  he 
did  not.  If  heard  in  any  other  way  it  was  hearsay  when 
presented  in  the  affidavit  of  defendant. 

That  the  debtor  had  "converted  all  his  property  into  eash*' 
may  be  an  act  freighted  with  import,  or  destitute  of  mean- 
ing according  to  circumstances.  Affiant's  belief  that  he  still 
had  the  money  in  his  possession  is  not  a  fact.  That  plain- 
tiff had  removed  his  trunk  and  wearing  apparel  to  a  livery- 
stable  in  a  particular  city  at  a  particular  time,  disassociated 
from  any  other  fact  except  the  one  that  he  had  refused  to 
pay  affiant  a  debt  which  the  latter  claimed  he  owed,  might 
signify  that  he  had  obtained  employment  at  the  livery-stable 
and  had  taken  the  most  convenient  time  to  move  his  personal 
belongings  to  that  place.  The  affidavit  seems  wanting  in  the 
elements  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction.  There  is  neither 
positive  averment  of  fraud  nor  positive  evidence  of  facts  from 
which  fraud  can  be  inferred.  (Fkumoio  v.  Marsh,  130  CaL 
68,  [80  Am.  St.  Eep.  73,  62  Pac  303,  509].) 

Defendant's  second  objection  to  the  complaint  is  equally  ill- 
founded;  and  it  is  one  which  cannot  be  considered  on  a  gen- 
eral demurrer.  However,  as  the  same  matter  becomes  ma- 
terial in  the  consideration  of  other  questions  of  law  involved 
in  this  appeal,  we  will  consider  it  here. 

The  two  actions  of  false  imprisonment  and  malicious  pros- 
ecution are  quite  distinct  and  different.  "False  imprison- 
ment is  the  unlawful  violation  of  the  personal  liberty  of  an- 
other'' (Pen.  Code,  sec.  236),  the  interference  with  the 
personal  liberty  of  the  plaintiff  in  a  way  which  is  absolutely 
unlawful  and  without  authority.  Malicious  prosecution  is 
procuring  the  arrest  or  prosecution  of  another  under  lawful 
process,  but  from  malicious  motives  and  without  probable 
cause. 

The  provocation,  motive  and  good  faith  of  the  defendant 
in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment  constitute  no  material 
element  in  the  case  and  can  be  considered  only  where  puni- 
tive or  exemplary  damages  are  asked,  and  then  only  as 
affecting  the  measure  of  such  damages.  On  the  other  hand, 
malice  and  want  of  probable  cause  are  the  gist  of  the  action 
for  malicious  prosecution.  Without  allegation  and  proof  of 
both,  the  action  will  fail.  (12  Am,  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  2d 
ed.,  p.  730.) 
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No  one  can  recover  damages  for  a  legal  arrest  and  con- 
viction ;  therefore,  in  cases  of  malicious  prosecution  it  becomes 
necessary  to  await  the  final  determination  of  the  action.  But 
the  same  principle  does  not  apply  to  an  action  for  false  im- 
prisonment, as  the  form  of  action  is  based  upon  an  illegal 
arrest  and  no  matter  ex  post  facto  can  legalize  an  act  which 
was  illegal  at  the  time  it  was  done.  From  this  it  will  be 
seen  that  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  a  complaint  for 
malicious  prosecution  is  that  the  proceeding  upon  which  it 
is  based  has  finally  terminated  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  while 
it  is  equally  apparent  that  this  is  not  a  necessary  or  proper 
allegation  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment.  (Hopner  ▼. 
McGowan,  116  N.  Y.  405,  [22  N.  E.  558] ;  Josselyn  v.  Ifc- 
AUister,  22  Mich.  300,  306.) 

While  the  complaint  at  bar  alleges  that  the  defendant  acted 
without  probable  cause,  it  nowhere  alleges  malice;  and  the 
words  "unlawfully''  and  ** without  probable  cause,"  if  un- 
necessary, may  be  treated  as  "surplusage  and  meaningless." 
{St.  Clair  v.  San  Francisco  etc.  By.  Co.,  142  Cal.  650,  [76 
Pac  485].) 

As  above  stated,  ambiguity  or  uncertainty  in  a  pleading  can- 
not be  considered  on  a  general  demurrer.  It  must  be  cor- 
rected by  special  demurrer,  or  motion  to  strike  out  or  make 
certain.  The  latter  method  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  frag- 
mentary statements  material  to,  but  not  stating  sufficiently, 
one  cause  of  action,  found  in  a  pleading  stating  another  cause 
of  action. 

The  other  objection  to  the  complaint,  that  the  imprisonment 
alleged  in  the  complaint  being  different  from  that  proven  at 
the  trial,  the  latter  is  presumed  to  have  been  found  by  the  ver- 
dict, and  therefore  there  are  no  allegations  in  the  complaint 
to  sustain  the  verdict,  appears  to  be  more  properly  considered 
as  a  question  of  variance  of  proof  than  as  one  of  pleading. 

That  plaintiff's  imprisonment  was  not  immediately  fol- 
lowing his  arrest  on  April  6th  makes  it  none  the  less  tiie  re- 
sult of  the  arrest  by  defendant's  procurement  The  purpose 
of  the  proceeding  inaugurated  by  defendant  was  to  secure 
execution  against  the  plaintiff  upon  a  judgment  which  de- 
fendant expected  to  obtain  against  him  in  the  superior  court 
of  Kings  county  in  the  action  begun  at  the  time  the  order 
of  arrest  was  issued.  He  was  arrested  for  the  purpose  of 
being  detained  until  that  judgment  was  procured.    That  he 
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was  able  to  give  bail  a  portion  of  the  time  only  operated  to 
lessen  the  amount  of  damages  he  might  have  recovered  from 
the  defendant.  The  evidence  does  not  show  that  plaintiff  pro- 
cured his  bail  to  surrender  him  for  the  purpose  of  laying  the 
foundation  of  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  false  imprison- 
ment 

The  code  provides  for  the  surrender  of  an  arrested  debtor 
by  his  bail,  and  the  written  notice  of  Garcia,  one  of  the  sure- 
ties on  the  bail  bond,  to  the  sheriff  of  Kings  county  that  he 
desired  to  surrender  the  plaintiff  into  custody,  together  with 
the  bail  bond  showing  that  he  was  such  surety,  were  prop- 
erly admitted  to  show  that  plaintiff  was  surrendered  to  the 
sheriff  by  authority  of  law  and  as  one  of  the  steps  in  the 
proceeding  begun  by  the  defendant. 

As  above  stated,  it  is  not  necessary  in  an  action  for  abusing 
the  process  of  law  by  an  illegal  act  either  to  allege  or  prove 
the  termination  of  the  action.  (2  Oreenleaf  on  Evidence, 
sec  452.)  The  fact,  however,  that  a  person  unlawfully  im- 
prisoned has  been  released  and  ia  no  longer  restrained  of 
his  liberty  is  material  in  ascertaining  the  time  he  has  lost 
from  his  business  by  his  detention.  The  manner  of  his  re* 
lease  is  not  a  fact  necessary  to  be  shown,  and  the  reason 
of  the  court  for  his  release  in  most  cases  would  be  immaterial, 
and  in  some  cases  perhaps  prejudiciaL  The  decisions  up- 
holding the  practice  of  admitting  in  evidence  the  proceed- 
ings on  habeiu  corpus  releasing  the  plaintiff  from  imprison- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  showing  this  fact  are  in  actions  for 
malicious  prosecutions  or  those  in  which  the  action  is  joined 
(or  confused)  with  an  action  for  false  imprisonment.  {Amer* 
iam  Express  Co.  v.  Patterson,  73  Ind.  430;  see  Common^ 
wealth  V.  Cheney,  141  Mass.  102,  [55  Am.  St.  Bep.  448,  6 
N.  B.  724] ;  12  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  p.  723.) 

In  the  case  at  bar  plaintiff  was  not  prejudiced  by  the  in- 
troduction of  the  order,  as  the  only  matter  stated  therein 
which  could  have  been  prejudicial  in  any  event  was  that  which 
was  embodied  in  numerous  rulings  of  the  court  in  admitting 
testimony  and  expressly  declared  by  the  court  in  its  instruc- 
tions to  the  jury,  to  wit:  ''that  the  affidavit  on  which  the 
order    of  arrest  was  based  was  insufficient" 

The  fact  that  plaintiff  was  discharged  on  habeas  corpus 
was  material  to  his  allegation  that  he  had  been  compelled  to 
pay  $250  costs  and  attorney's  fees  to  secure  such  release,  and 
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it  has  been  held  that  the  proceedings  on  habeas  corpus  are 
admissible  for  this  purpose.  {Forbes  ▼.  Hicks,  27  Neb.  Ill, 
[42N.  W.  898].) 

The  record  in  the  habeas  corpus  proceeding  against  J.  V. 
Neves  was  not  relevant  and  it  was  properly  excluded.  If 
there  was  anything  on  the  face  of  the  document  which  de- 
fendant asked  to  introduce  that  justified  its  admission  in  evi- 
dence, it  should  have  been  identified  and  brought  up  in  the 
record.  This  not  being  done,  we  must  presume  it  was  prop- 
erly rejected. 

The  other  exceptions  taken  to  the  rulings  of  the  trial  court 
on  the  admission  of  evidence  relate  to  the  objections  of  plain- 
tiff to  defendant's  questions  on  cross-examination  of  plain- 
tiff, sustained  by  the  court.  While  some  of  the  questions  re- 
lating to  plaintiff's  being  compelled  to  pay  the  $250  attorney's 
fee  and  costs  in  the  habeas  corpus  proceeding  should  have 
been  allowed  as  proper  cross-examination,  their  disallowance 
was  not  such  error  as  to  justify  this  court  in  overturning  a 
judgment  otherwise  properly  rendered.  The  question,  "What 
kind  of  money  was  this  that  you  paid  to  Mr.  McClure!" 
was  proper  cross-examination  in  response  to  plaintiff's  di- 
rect testimony  that  he  was  compelled  to  pay  $250  attorney's 
fees  and  costs  to  secure  his  release  on  habeas  corpus.  From 
the  entire  record  it  appears  that  plaintiff  did  make  payment 
of  this  sum  and  there  was  no  effort  to  disprove  it;  so  that 
this  error  could  not  have  been  prejudicial.  The  objections 
to  the  questions  directed  to  what  Garcia  told  the  plaintiff 
were  properly  sustained,  while  the  question:  **Was  it  a  paper 
that  your  lawyer  wanted  to  take  to  Los  Angeles  f"  is  an- 
swered, in  effect,  later  in  the  cross-examination  of  the  plain- 
tiff, if  it  were  material. 

The  motion  for  a  nonsuit  was  properly  denied.  Plaintiff 
established  by  his  evidence  that  he  was  restrained  of  his 
bberty  by  the  act  of  defendant,  without  lawful  authority. 
He  proved  the  special  damages  alleged,  and  the  general  dam- 
ages would  follow  from  the  proof  of  the  unlawful  imprison- 
ment 

Appellant's  exceptions  to  instructions  numbered  1  and 
10,  given  by  the  court,  are  based  upon  objections  already  con- 
sidered and  determined  adversely  to  his  contention,  to  wit: 
The  insufficiency  of  the  affidavit  here  in  question,  and  the 
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effect  of  the  surrender  of  plaintiff  by  his  bail.  These  m- 
atructions  correctly  declare  the  law  on  these  subjects. 

The  seventh  and  eighth  instructions  relate  to  the  damages 
that  may  be  recovered  in  the  action.  The  seventh  to  the 
general  and  the  eighth  to  expenses  incurred  by  plaintiff  in 
habeas  corpus  proceedings  to  secure  his  release  from  imprison- 
ment. Damages  for  physical  inconvenience,  mental  suffer- 
ing and  humiliation  of  mind  incident  to  a  false  arrest  are 
all  held  to  be  elements  of  general  and  compensatory  damages. 
(12  Am.  ft  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  2d  ed.,  p.  783.)  Expenses  of 
litigation  in  habeas  corpus  proceedings  may  be  recovered  aa 
damages:  In  some  jurisdictions  as  a  natural  and  direct  result 
of  the  wrongful  act,  and  in  others  as  special  damages.  (12 
Am.  ft  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  2d  ed.,  p.  784.)  The  objection 
of  defendant  to  the  ambiguity  of  statement  of  these  dam- 
ages in  the  complaint  comes  too  late  as  an  objection  to  an 
instruction  of  the  court  where  the  right  to  object  by  de- 
murrer to  the  complaint  has  been  waived.  The  allegation  in 
the  complaint  that  plaintiff  was  compelled,  ''by  means  of 
said  false  and  unlawful  imprisonment,''  to  pay  $250  for 
costs  and  counsel  fees  in  obtaining  his  discharge,  is  suffi- 
cient to  justify  the  court  in  submitting  the  evidence  in  rela- 
tion thereto  to  the  jury,  and  in  instructing  the  jury  aa  to  the 
law  concerning  such  special  damages. 

The  fourth  and  ninth  instructions  correctly  define  **  im- 
prisonment" and  the  presumptions  as  to  its  lawfulness,  and 
were  proper  instructions  to  the  jury  in  this  case.  {People 
▼.  McGrew,  77  CaL  570,  [20  Pac  92] ;  Ah  Fong  v.  Stemes, 
79CaL30,  [21  Pac.  381].) 

Listructions  designated  1  and  6  by  defendant,  and  which 
the  court  refused  to  give  at  his  request,  are  based  upon  the 
assumption  that  there  is  some  evidence  to  show  that  the 
surrender  of  plaintiff  by  his  bail  was  with  plaintiff's  con- 
nivance and  not  against  his  wilL  No  evidence  to  this  effect 
appears  in  the  record.  The  case  of  In  re  Oow,  139  CaL  242, 
[73  Pac  145],  has  no  application.  That  was  an  effort  to 
secure  an  opinion  of  the  supreme  court  upon  a  legal  proposi- 
tion by  "making  a  case."  The  court  very  properly  declined 
to  be  80  used  when  it  had  business  requiring  its  attention. 

The  instruction  designated  in  appellant's  brief  as  "Instruo* 
tion  2,"  requested  by  the  defendant,  does  not  appear  in  the 
tranaeript  in  the  case.    Its  refusal,  if  tendered,  was  not  error. 
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''Instruction  marked  3"  is  misleading  in  form  and  is  also 
without  the  evidence  in  the  ease.  There  is  no  evidence  in 
the  record  upon  which  either  of  these  instructions  could  be 
predicated. 

The  specifications  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  to 
sustain  the  verdict  have  all  been  considered,  in  effect,  here- 
tofore, except  two.  These  relate  to  one  matter.  An  issue 
was  raised  by  the  pleadings  as  to  the  falsity  of  the  affidavit 
upon  which  the  order  of  arrest  was  made  and  defendant's 
knowledge  of  its  falseness  when  he  made  the  affidavit. 

It  appearing  that  the  superior  court  was  without  jurisdic- 
tion to  make  the  order  on  account  of  the  insufficiency  of  the 
affidavit,  when  it  was  assumed  to  be  true,  want  of  authority 
was  shown,  and  the  issue  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  affidavit 
became  immaterial,  if,  indeed,  it  ever  was  a  material  issue 
in  the  case. 

The  evidence  sustains  the  verdict.  There  being  no  pre- 
judicial error  shown,  the  judgment  and  order  denying  de- 
fendant's motion  for  a  new  trial  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.|  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 


[Grim.  No.  62.    Seeond  Appellate  District.— Febrnaiy  27,  1007.] 
THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  JOSEPH  HINES,  AppeUant 

Gbdonal  Liw— OBTAnnNO  Monxt  Undsb  Falsb  Pketenses — Sxtt- 
ndXNOT  of  Information. — ^An  information  for  obtaining  money 
under  fklse  pretenses  from  a  person  alleged  to  be  its  owner,  with 
intent  to  cheat  and  defraud  him,  and  with  original  intent  to  cheat 
and  defraud  another  person  named,  is  not  defective,  because  it  does 
mot  appear  that  he  accomplished  his  purpose  as  to  such  other  per- 
son, nor  because  it  does  not  allege  the  purpose  for  which  the  owner 
paid  the  money  to  the  defendant.  It  is  sufficient  that  the  informa- 
tion contains  every  allegation  necessary  to  charge  the  defendant 
with  the  commission  of  the  oifense  against  the  owner  of  the  money. 

IB^— False  Pbetsnsb  of  Ownkbshif  of  Bestaubant.— Where,  to  obtain 
the  money,  the  defendant  falsely  represented  that  he  owned  a  reo- 
tanrant,  and  the  personal  property  therein,  which  he  did  not  owa* 
H  is  immaterial  what  other  person  owned  it. 
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Il>. — ^Pdeposb  and  Mode  of  Defrauding  Owner — Question  foe  Proof. — 
The  question  as  to  how  the  false  pretense  was  calculated  to  defraud 
the  owner  of  the  money,  whether  hj  a  loan  of  monej  or  hj  a  pur- 
ported sale,  was  a  matter  to  be  shown  bj  the  evidence. 

Id. — ^Possession  of  Bestaurant  bt  Defendant— Value  Immaterial. — 
When  the  defendaot  was  in  charge  of  the  restaurant  when  the  false 
pretense  was  made,  the  court  properlj  excluded  evidence  of  its  value 
as  being  immaterial,  the  onlj  important  question  of  value  being  that 
of  the  monej  obtained  hy  the  fklse  pretense  of  ownership. 

Id. — CONFUCT  of  Eyidencje — Support  of  Verdict. — ^Where  the  evidence 
is  eonflicting  as  to  whether  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  the  restau- 
rant, and  as  to  whether  he  was  authorized  bj  the  owner  to  sell 
it,  the  appellate  court  will  not  disturb  the  verdict  of  the  jury  against 
the  defendant  or  the  ruling  of  the  court  in  denying  his  motion  for  a 
new  triaL 

Id. — ^FoRM  OF  Verdict — Surplusage — ^Usb  of  Synonymous  Terms — 
Form  not  Prejudicial.— A  general  verdict  finding  "the  defendant 
guilty  as  charged '^  ia  sufficient,  and  the  words  appended  thereto, 
''and  that  the  property  obtained  was  of  the  amount  of  $200,''  might 
be  eliminated  as  surplusage;  yet,  where  the  offense  charged  was  the 
obtaining  of  $200  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  the  word 
"amount,"  used  with  reference  thereto,  is  synonymous  with 
^' value";  and  the  form  of  the  verdict  shows  no  substantial  error 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  defendants. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Loa 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  B. 
N.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
Hngli  J.  Crawford,  for  Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  B.  B.  Sdph,  Deputy 
Attorney  General,  for  Respondent. 

SHAWy  J. — ^The  defendant  was  tried  and  convicted  on  an 
information  which  charged  him  with  the  crime  of  obtaining 
money  by  false  pretenses. 

Defendant  interposed  a  demurrer  to  the  information,  which 
was  overruled  and  exception  duly  taken  to  such  ruling. 

The  objection  that  the  name  of  Fred  Bickert  was  included 
in  the  information  as  one  of  the  persons  whom  defendant  in- 
tended to  eheat  and  defraud  is  fully  answered  by  section 
tW  of  tho  Penal  Code.    He  is  not  charged  with  defrauding 
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Bickerty  but  merely  that  originally  he  intended  to  cheat  and 
defraud  him;  and  while  it  does  not  appear  that  he  accom- 
plished his  purpose  as  to  Bickert,  his  failure  so  to  do  does 
not  affect  the  charge  so  far  as  Carter  was  concerned. 

The  information  does  not  allege  the  purpose  for  which 
Carter  paid  the  money  to  defendant,  but  this  was  unneces- 
sary. It  does  sufSciently  appear  that  he  obtained  the  $200 
then  and  there  belonging  to  Carter,  and  whether  it  was  by  a 
loan  upon  credit  established  by  the  false  pretenses,  or  by  a 
purported  sale,  is  immaterial.  As  to  how  the  false  pretense 
was  calculated  to  defraud  Carter  was  a  matter  to  be  shown 
in  evidence.  (Brown  v.  State  (Tex.  Cr.  Bep.),  [22  S.  W. 
22] ;  Thomas  v.  People,  34  N.  Y.  351.) 

The  information  shows  that  Carter  was  the  owner  of  the 
money  alleged  to  have  been  obtained  by  defendant,  and  since 
defendant  did  not  own  the  restaurant  and  personal  prop- 
erty represented  to  be  owned  by  him,  it  is  therefore  im- 
material who  owned  it 

Counsd  for  defendant  calls  our  attention  to  the  cases  of 
People  y.  Mahoney,  145  Cal.  104,  [78  Pao.  354],  and  People 
Y.  McKenna,  81  Cal.  158,  [22  Pac.  488],  in  support  of  his 
objection  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  information.  But  measured 
by  the  rules  therein  laid  down,  it  is  amply  sufficient.  It 
contains  every  essential  allegation  necessary  to  charge  de- 
fendant with  the  commission  of  the  offense  and  is  calculated 
to  fully  acquaint  him  with  the  nature  of  the  charge.  (People 
V.  MaUm,  106  CaL  320,  [39  Pao.  605] ;  People  v.  Cadot,  138 
CaL  627,  [71  Pac  649].) 

Defendant  offered  certain  instructions,  all  except  one  of 
which,  after  modification,  were  given.  The  changes  made 
therein  were  proper;  indeed,  counsel  points  out  no  error  there- 
in, merely  contenting  himself  with  the  bare  statement  that 
the  refusal  to  give  them  as  requested  constituted  error. 

It  was  sought  to  prove  the  value  of  the  property  in  the 
restaurant  at  the  time  the  defendant  took  charge  of  it,  some 
eight  or  ten  months  prior  to  the  commission  of  this  offense, 
and  upon  objection  the  evidence  directed  to  that  point  was 
by  the  court  ruled  out,  and  it  is  claimed  that  this  ruling  con- 
stituted error.  The  value  of  the  property  in  the  restaurant 
was  not  in  issue,  and  it  was  immaterial  what  its  value  was  at 
that  time.    The  only  important  question  as  to  value  was  the 
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yalue  of  that  which  defendant  obtained  by  means  of  the  acts 
auc^ed  in  the  information. 

It  is  urged  that  the  evidence  shows  that  defendant  was  the 
owner  of  the  property,  and,  if  not,  that  it  shows  that  he  was 
atimonzed  by  the  owner  thereof  to  sell  it.  The  testimony 
upon  these  questions  is  conflicting,  and,  under  the  well-set- 
fled  rule,  this  court  will  not  disturb  the  verdict  of  the  jury 
or  the  ruling  of  the  court  in  denying  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial  {People  v.  Gonzales,  143  Cal.  605,  [77  Pac  448]; 
PeopU  V.  Maroney,  109  Cal.  279,  [41  Pac.  1097].) 

The  verdict  rendered  by  the  jury  was  in  the  following  form : 
"We  the  jury  in  the  above-entitled  action  find  the  defendant 
guilty  as  charged,  and  that  the  property  obtained  was  of  the 
amount  of  $200."  A  general  verdict  finding  him  guilty  as 
charged  would  have  been  sufficient  (People  v.  MUlan,  106 
CaL  320,  [39  Pac.  605] ;  People  v.  TiUey,  135  Cal.  65,  [67 
Pac.  42] .)  The  words,  "and  the  property  obtained  was  of  the 
amount  of  $200,"  might  be  eliminated  as  surplusage.  He  was 
found  guilty  as  charged,  and  he  was  charged  in  the  information 
with  obtaining  $200  lawful  money  of  the  United  States.  We 
think,  too,  that  where  the  word  "amount"  is  used  with  refer- 
ence to  money  it  is  synonymous  with  the  word  "value."  In- 
deed, the  value  of  any  property  is  its  equivalent  amount  in  law- 
ful money ;  it  is  the  measure  of  all  value.  (Bartley  v.  State,  53 
Neb.  810,  [73  N.  W.  744].)  At  all  events,  it  does  not  con- 
stitute  any  substantial  error  prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the 
defendant.     (Pen.  Code,  sec.  960.) 

The  record  discloses  no  prejudicial  error,  and  the  judg- 
ment and  order  appealed  from  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart^  J.,  concurred. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


126       Speitoeb  v.  Sak  Francisco  Brick  Co.    [5  Cal.  App. 


[Giv.  No.  187.    First  AppeDate  District— February  28,  1907.] 

OABL    SPENCER,    Eeflpondent,    v.    SAN    FRANCISCO 
BRICK  COMPANY,  AppeUant 

NteUGXNOB—- PoNinvi  Damaobb. — Simple  negligence,  imaccompaBiad 
with  oppression,  fraud  or  malice,  cannot  justify  an  award  of  ponitiTO 
damages  for  the  resulting  injury* 

Id. — ^NsoLiGBNT    GoNSTRuarioN    ov    Bulkhead— Bbkakaqi    in    Wms 

WSATHEBr-^LIOHT    INJUBT — ^EZOESSITX    DAMAGBS — ^NKW    TBIALk — 

In  an  action  for  damages  arising  from  the  negligent  construction  of 
a  bulkhead  by  defendant  on  his  premises,  which,  after  standing  for 
two  years,  gave  way  in  wet  weather  and  damaged  slightly  the  rear 
«nd  of  plaintiff's  premises,  where  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  in- 
jury was  willfully  or  wantonly  done,  or  of  gross  negUgenee  in  the 
eonstruction  or  use  of  the  bulkhead,  or  of  any  oppression,  fraud  or 
malice,  a  yerdict  for  punitive  damages  is  excessive,  and  a  new  trial 
should  be  granted  therefor. 

lb.— NXGLBOT   TO    BEPAIS   DAMAGES    AtTEB    BEQUBS^T— OFPBBSSIOir    VOS 

Shown. — The  mere  neglect  of  the  defendant,  after  request,  to  re- 
pair the  damage,  which  was  unintentionally,  though  negligently,  done, 
eannot  be  said  to  show  oppression  by  subjection  of  the  plaintiff  to 
eruel  and  unjust  hardships.  The  plaintiff  had  an  immediate  legal 
remedy  for  his  damages,  which  only  interfered  with  the  use  of  a 
■mall  part  of  his  lot,  to  a  trifling  extent. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial    Frank  H.  Kerrigan,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Fisher  Ames,  for  Appellant 

Robert  P.  Troy,  and  Andrew  Thome,  for  Respondent 

HALL,  J. — ^Plaintiff  sued  defendant  for  damages  caused  to 
his  premises  by  the  giving  way  of  a  bulkhead  upon  the  prem- 
ises of  defendant,  and  recovered  a  judgment  for  the  sum  of 
$600.  Defendant  moved  for  a  new  trial  upon  the  grounds 
of  excessive  damages  and  errors  of  law  occurring  at  the  trial. 
The  motion  was  denied,  and  defendant  appealed  from  the 
jadgOLtDt  and  order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  triaL 
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The  action  was  for  damages  to  the  premises  of  plaintiff  re- 
Bolting  from  the  giving  way  of  a  bulkhead  on  the  premises 
of  defendant,  whereby  dirt,  gravel,  sand,  etc.,  fell  against 
the  fence  and  chicken-honse  of  plaintiff,  and  injured  the  same, 
and  gravel,  dirt,  etc.,  fell  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises,  and 
timbers  of  the  bulkhead  were  projected  onto  and  over  plain- 
tiff's premises. 

Plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  a  lot  in  the  city  and  oounty  of 
San  Francisco  twenty-five  feet  in  width,  the  rear  of  which 
abuts  against  a  lot  owned  by  defendant,  and  used  by  it  for 
the  purpose  of  dumping  dirt.  To  retain  this  dirt,  defendant, 
some  two  years  previous  to  the  accident  causing  the  injury 
complained  of,  built  a  bulkhead  which,  on  January  15,  1901, 
following  a  spell  of  rainy  weather,  gave  way.  Plaintiff's 
lot  was  occupied  by  a  dwelling-house,  and  the  rear  portion  of 
the  lot  was  inclosed  with  a  board  fence,  and  in  the  comer 
was  a  ehicken-house  nine  feet  square  and  eight  feet  high, 
built  of  boards,  and  two  sides  of  which  were  formed  by  the 
rear  and  side  fences  of  plaintiff.  The  giving  way  of  the 
bulkhead,  and  the  consequent  falling  of  the  heaped-up  earth, 
pushed  tiie  fence  and  chicken-house  out  of  position,  broke 
some  of  the  boards  from  the  fence,  as  well  as  caused  some 
ef  the  beams  and  timbers  of  the  bulkhead  to  project  into  and 
over  the  rear  portion  of  plaintiff's  lot  Plaintiff  testified 
that  the  fencing  affected  was  worth  $125,  and  the  chicken- 
house  $30,  while  a  carpenter  called  by  the  defendant  testi- 
fied that  the  fencing  and  chicken-house  could  have  been  re- 
stored to  their  original  condition  at  a  cost  of  $25.  There  is 
no  evidence  that  the  dwelling-house  was  in  any  way  injured. 
Indeed,  a  photograph  of  that  portion  of  the  premises  claimed 
to  have  been  injured,  attached  to  the  transcript,  shows  that 
the  injury  was  confined  to  the  rear  portion  of  the  lot,  which 
was  used  for  a  chicken-yard.  It  is  perfectiy  apparent  from 
the  evidence  in  the  record  that  the  actual  damage  could  not 
have  exceeded  $155,  even  if  the  chicken-house  and  fences 
had  been  destroyed,  which  they  were  not^  but  only  pushed 
out  of  position  and  considerably  damaged. 

It  18  only  upon  the  theory  that  the  case  was  one  where  puni- 
tive damages  may  be  given  that  the  verdict  and  judgment 
ean  be  sustained. 

''In  an  action  for  the  breach  of  an  obligation  not  arising 
from  eontraeti  where  the  defendant  has  been  guilty  of  op- 
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pression,  fraud,  malice,  express  or  implied,  the  plaintiff.  i» 
addition  to  the  actual  damages,  may  recover  damages  for  tne 
sake  of  example,  and  by  way  of  punishing  the  defendant* 
(Civ.  Code,  sec.  3294.) 

Simple  negligence  will  not  justify  an  award  of  punitive 
damages.  (Moody  v.  McDonald,  4  CaL  297;  Sloan  v.  South- 
ern Cal.  By.  Co.,  Ill  Cal.  687,  [44  Pac.  320].) 

There  is  no  evidence  in  this  case  that  the  injury  was  will- 
fully or  wantonly  done,  or  that  defendant  was  guilty  of  gross 
negligence  in  the  construction  of  the  bulkhead,  or  in  the  use 
of  its  lot,  and  there  is  no  pretense  of  any  fraud  in  the  case. 
It  was  simply  shown  that  after  standing  for  two  years  the 
bulkhead  gave  way,  following  a  spdl  of  wet  weather.  Prom 
this  it  may  be  presumed  that  it  was  negligently  constructed,  or 
that  too  much  earth  was  negligently  heaped  against  it. 

In  the  case  of  Chicago  By.  Co.  v.  Scurr,  59  Miss.  456,  [42 
Am.  Bep.  373],  cited  with  approval  in  Mabb  v.  Stewart,  133 
Cal.  556,  [65  Pac.  1085],  it  is  said:  ''We  are  prepared  to  go 
a  step  further,  and  say  that  in  any  and  all  actions  for  dam> 
ages,  where  the  proof  fails  to  show  anything  that  will  war- 
rant an  implication  of  willfulness,  recklessness,  or  rudeness, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  inform  the  jury,  where  requested 
so  to  do,  that  they  cannot  inflict  punitive  damages.  Not  to 
do  so  in  a  case  free  from  doubt  would  be  an  abdication  of  ju- 
dicial authority,  and  a  permission  to  the  jury  to  violate  the 
settled  principles  of  law." 

In  the  case  at  bar  there  was  no  evidence  of  recklessness, 
willfulness  or  rudeness  in  the  original  trespass,  but  it  is 
daimed  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  that  there  is  evidence  of 
oppression  in  this:  that  after  the  accident  had  happened 
plaintiff  requested  defendant  to  repair  the  damage,  and  it 
neglected  to  do  so.  It  is  in  evidence  that  immediately  after 
the  accident  plaintiff  notified  a  bookkeeper  of  defendant  to 
fix  up  plaintiff's  property,  and  again  in  May  following  the 
accident  he  made  the  same  request  of  the  secretary  of  the 
defendant,  which  he  repeated  to  the  president  of  the  defend- 
ant in  the  following  July,  but  nothing  was  done  by  the  de- 
fendant until  after  the  action  was  brought,  although  defend- 
ant promised  to  do  so.  Oppression  is  defined  by  the  Stan- 
dard Dictionary  as  "the  act  of  subjecting  to  cruel  and  unjust 
hardships."  The  mere  omission  to  repair  a  damage  unin- 
tentionilly  though  negligently  done  cannot  be  said  to  be  sub- 
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jection  to  cruel  and  unjust  hardship.  Plaintiff  had  an  im- 
mediate legal  remedy  for  his  damage  in  an  action  therefor. 
So  far  as  the  projecting  timbers,  etc.,  constituted  a  nuisance 
on  his  property  he  could  have  abated  the  same  by  his  own  act. 
They  did  not  interfere  with  the  use  of  the  dwelling-house, 
but  only  interfered  with  the  use  of  the  rear  portion  of  the  lot 
to  a  trifling  extent 

Substantially  this  case  presents  the  aspect  of  a  defendant 
neglecting  to  make  reparation  to  a  plaintiff  for  damage  which 
he  has  negligently  but  unintentionally  caused  the  plaintiff, 
and  for  which  plaintiff  had  a  legal  remedy.  If  upon  such  a 
showing  exemplary  damages  may  be  awarded,  it  is  difficult 
to  see  why  such  damages  may  not  be  awarded  in  all  cases  of 
injuries  resulting  from  negligence  when  the  party  in  fault 
refuses  to  make  good  the  damages  on  demand.  The  evidence 
does  not  disclose  a  case  of  fraud,  malice  or  oppression.  For 
this  reason  the  damages  allowed  are  excessive  and  a  new  trial 
should  have  been  granted. 

There  being  no  evidence  to  justify  an  award  of  punitive 
damages,  the  court  also  erred  in  refusing  the  instruction  re- 
quested by  defendant,  "That  this  is  not  a  case  for  punitive  or 
exemplaiy  damages,  and  that  the  plaintiff  can  in  no  event 
recover  more  than  such  damages  as  were  actually  suffered  by 
him.'*    {Mdbb  v.  Stewart,  133  Cal.  556,  [65  Pac  1085].) 

Judgment  and  order  are  reversed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  April  29,  1907. 
5  0sL  A]^— 9 
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[(St.  No.  837.    First  Appellate  District.— Febroary  28,  1007.] 

UNION  COLLECTION  COMPANY,  AppeUant,  v.  RICH- 
ARD B.  SNELL  et  al.,  Defendants;  EDNA  SNELL 
POULSON,  Respondent. 

PBOCEBDnrGS  SUPPLKMSNTABT  TO  EZBCUTION — ^BlGHTS  OF  THTBD  PAR- 
TUS*— ^Upon  a  proceeding  supplementary  to  execution  the  judgment 
creditor  is  not  entitled  to  an  order  that  a  third  person,  who  has  re- 
ceived money  from  the  judgment  creditor,  which  is  claimed  in  good 
faith  to  be  the  property  of  such  third  person,  shall  pay  the  8am> 
to  the  sheriff  to  be  applied  by  him  toward  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment.  The  title  of  such  third  person  cannot  be  litigated  in 
such  proceeding. 

Id. — MODKS  OF  LCFIGATINO  TITLE  OF  THIBO  PeBSON — ^POWEE  OF  OODBTV- 

Gbeditob's  BiUi. — ^The  only  power  of  the  court  in  the  supplementary 
proceeding  is  to  authorize  the  judgment  creditor  to  institute  an  ac- 
tion against  such  third  person  to  recover  the  money  and  to  forbid 
a  transfer  of  it  until  such  action  shall  be  prosecuted  to  judgment. 
But  the  judgment  creditor  may  also  litigate  the  question  by  a  credi- 
tor's bill  against  such  third  person  as  claiming  xmder  the  judgment 
debtor.  Such  creditor's  bill  is  not  superseded  by  proceedings  sup- 
plementary to  execution. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  entered  on  the  report 
of  a  referee  in  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution.  John 
M.  Eshelman,  Referee.  James  M.  Trout,  Judge  Appointing 
Referee. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  S.  Reidy  Smith  &  Pringle,  and  J.  A.  Johnson,  for  Appel- 
lant 

W.  G.  Witter,  for  Respondent 

KERRIOAN,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  en- 
tered on  the  report  of  a  referee  in  proceedings  supplementary 
to  execution. 

Many  elements  are  absent  from  the  record.  A  mere  stat^ 
ment  of  the  case  will  have  to  be  made  largely  from  inf erenoei. 
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The  appellant  some  time  prior  to  these  proceedings  obtained 
a  judgment  against  Mary  E.  Snell,  Sarah  N.  Snell  and  Rich- 
ard B.  Snell ;  execution  was  issued  thereon,  and  the  same  was 
duly  returned  by  the  sheriff  unsatisfied.  Thereafter  pro- 
ceedings supplementary  to  execution  were  instituted  by  the 
judgment  creditor,  in  which  a  referee  was  appointed.  The 
referee  examined  witnesses,  considered  the  questions  pre- 
sented and  reported  that  the  order  prayed  for  by  the  judg- 
ment creditor  should  be  denied,  upon  which  report  a  judg- 
ment was  entered,  pursuant  to  the  report  of  the  referee,  that 
the  judgment  creditor  take  nothing  against  Mrs.  Edna  Snell 
Poulson. 

The  report  of  the  referee  shows  that  during  the  year  1900 
Mrs.  Poulson  paid  certain  debts  owing  by  her  brother  and 
sisters,  Richard  B.  Snell,  Sarah  N.  Snell  and  Mary  E.  Snell, 
amounting  to  $3,500.  These  payments  were  made  without 
authority,  and  without  the  knowledge  or  request  of  the  brother 
4nd  sisters  of  Mrs.  Poulson,  nor  was  there  any  subsequent 
promise  on  their  part  to  repay  Mrs.  Poulson.  On  March 
12,  1904,  Mary  E.  Snell  received  from  a  certain  estate  $1,900 
as  a  legacy,  $1,600  of  which,  March  21,  1904,  she  gave  to 
Mrs.  Poulson  to  apply  on  account  of  payments  made  by  Mrs. 
Poulson  as  hereinabove  stated.  It  is  contended  by  appel- 
lant that  Mrs.  Poulson  was  a  mere  volunteer  (Curtis  v.  Park, 
55  CaL  105;  Maulton  v.  Loux,  52  CaL  81;  Oray  v.  Brunold, 
140  CaL  620,  [74  Pac.  303] ) ;  that  as  such  there  was,  as 
between  her  and  her  brother  and  sisters,  no  valid  subsisting 
indebtedness  capable  of  being  enforced,  and  that  the  at- 
tempted payment  to  her  by  Mary  E.  Snell  of  $1,600  was  void 
as  to  creditors. 

The  only  order  or  judgment  that  the  judgment  creditor  re- 
quested was  that  Mrs.  Poulson  pay  the  $1,600  to  the  sheriff, 
to  be  applied  by  him  toward  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment 
against  the  Snells.  From  the  record  it  is  plain  that  Mrs. 
Poulson  in  good  faith  claims  the  $1,600  as  her  own.  She 
claiming  the  money,  her  title  to  it  cannot  be  litigated  in  this 
proceeding.  She  must  have  her  day  in  court.  The  only 
power  of  the  court  in  this  proceeding  was  to  authorize  the 
judgment  creditoi  to  institute  an  action  against  her  for  the 
reooveiy  of  the  money,  uid  to  forbid  a  transfer  of  it  un- 
tO  such  action  could  be  commenced  and  prosecuted  to  judg- 
nent     {McDawM  ▼.  BeU,  86  CaL  615,  [25  Pac  128] .)    In  the 
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case  of  Leuns  t.  Chamberlain,  108  Cal.  527,  [41  Pae.  413],  a 
judgment  creditor  claimed  that  certain  transfers  of  prop- 
erty were  made  by  the  judgment  debtors  to  ayoid  payment  of 
his  judgment.  Each  of  the  two  transferees,  among  other 
things,  claimed  the  property  transferred  to  her  as  her  own. 
In  that  case  it  is  said:  ''This  proceeding  was  brought  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  entitled  'Pro- 
ceedings supplementary  to  execution.'  I  think  it  is  entirely 
clear  from  the  face  of  the  statute  that  no  order  could  be 
legally  made  requiring  Mrs.  Morse  or  Mrs.  Conklin  to  sor- 
tender  the  property  mentioned  in  the  afSdavit  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  its  application  in  satisfaction  of  his  judgment,  other- 
wise than  upon  their  admission  that  it  was  the  properly  of 
the  judgment  debtor.  To  make  such  order  in  relation  to 
properly  which  they  claimed  to  own  in  their  own  rights  if 
it  could  have  any  effect  or  operation,  would  be  to  deprive 
th^n  of  their  property  upon  a  summary  process  and  without 
due  process  of  law.  If  the  plaintiff  believes  or  daims  their 
title  under  the  conveyances  mentioned  in  his  afSdavit  to  be 
invalid,  an  issue  as  to  such  ownership  and  title  should  be 
properly  made  and  tried  in  an  appropriate  action,  in  which 
the  verdict  of  a  jury  or  the  findings  of  a  court  may  be  reg- 
ularly had  determining  those  questions,  and  upon  which  a 
judgment  could  be  regularly  entered  by  which  the  parties 
would  be  conclusively  bound." 

We  do  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  only  way  in  which 
the  judgment  creditor  could  have  questioned  the  title  of  Mrs. 
Poulson  to  the  $1,600  was  by  proceedings  supplementary  to 
execution.  Such  proceedings  have  not  superseded  or  abol- 
ished the  right  of  one  to  bring  a  suit  in  the  nature  of  a  cred- 
itor's bill.  In  the  case  of  Bapp  v.  Whittier,  113  CaL  431, 
[45  Pac  703],  it  is  said:  "The  complaint  being  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  creditor's  bill  to  subject  property  of  Bobbers, 
claimed  by  Whittier,  to  the  satisfaction  of  plaintiff's  judg- 
ment against  the  former,  appellant  contends  that  the  action 
does  not  lie;  that  with  us  the  provisions  of  the  statute  for 
proceedings  supplementary  to  execution  (Code  Civ.  Proc, 
sees.  717-720)  totally  supplant  any  action  of  this  kind.  Since 
appellant  asserted  title  under  the  transfer  from  Bobbers,  and 
adversely  to  him,  it  would  have  profited  plaintifiBs  nothing 
to  pursue  the  course  provided  by  the  statute ;  in  the  face  of 
that  daim  they  could  not^  by  supplemental  proceedingi^ 
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reach  the  fund  held  by  appellant.    In  such  a  case  those  pro- 
ceedings do  not  supersede  the  remedy  by  action,  for  the 
reason  that  they  are  not  adequate  to  accomplish  the  purpose 
of  the  action.*' 
The  judgment  of  the  trial  court  is  afiirmed. 

Hall,  J.,  and  C!ooper,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  March  28, 1907, 


[CIt.  No.  269.    First  Appellate  District.— March  1,  1907.] 

C.  P-  HALL,  Respondent,  v.  JUSTICE'S  COURT  OP  THE 
CITY  AND  COUNTY  OP  SAN  FRANCISCO,  and 
JOHN  B.  DANIELS,  Justice  of  said  Court,  Appellants. 

JOBTICIS'    CJOUBTS-^IJDOMKNT     BT    DKfAUM*— TiME     OF    ENTET— CON- 
8TKUGTI0N   OF  CODB — MlKISTESUAL   DUTT— DiRBCTORY   PROVISIONS — 

Jurisdiction* — Section  871  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  does  not 
direct  a  justice  of  the  peace  to  enter  a  judgment  bj  default  within 
mxj  prescribed  time.  Section  911,  subdivision  4,  and  section  912 
of  the  same  code,  requiring  the  justice  to  enter  on  his  docket  ''the 
time  when  the  parties  or  either  of  them  appear,  or  their  nonap- 
peaiance  if  default  be  made,"  and  to  make  these  entries  "at  the 
time  when  thej  oeenr,"  merelj  provide  for  ministerial  duties  and 
•re  direetory.  The  failure  to  execute  a  ministerial  duty  in  proper 
time  does  not  devest  the  court  of  jurisdiction. 
liy — ^Length  of  Dblat  in  Entebino  Judomsniv— Jurisdiction  not  Ez- 
OKBDiD— Failurx  TO  Afpeait— WRIT  OF  Bbvuew. — ^The  fact  that 
there  was  a  delaj  of  eight  years  in  entering  a  judgment  bj  default 
bk  the  justice's  court  after  the  return  of  the  service  of  summons 
upon  the  defendant  does  not  show  an  excess  of  jurisdiction.  A  writ 
«f  review  does  not  lie  to  annul  the  judgment,  where  jurisdiction 
WM  not  ezeeeded  in  its  entry,  nor  can  the  writ  be  granted  where  an 
appeal  may  be  taken,  or  where,  by  the  neglect  of  the  applicant  in 
fdllBg  to  appeal,  the  right  of  appeal  has  been  lost. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  annulling  a  judgment  of 
the  justice's  court  of  said  city  and  county.  John  B.  Dan- 
iel%  Justice  of  said  court    J.  C.  B.  Hebbard,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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A.  P.  Dessouslavy,  for  Appellants. 

The  statate  as  to  entry  of  default  and  judgment  by  default 
in  the  justice's  court  is  directory,  and  the  delay  of  eight 
years  in  the  entry  of  the  judgment  after  service  of  summons 
and  nonappearance  was  not  in  excess  of  jurisdiction.  (Code 
Civ.  Proc,  sees.  871,  911,  912;  Heinlen  v.  Phillips,  88  CaL  557, 
26  Pac.  366;  American  Type  Founders'  Assn.  v.  Justice's 
Court,  133  Cal.  319,  65  Pac.  742,  978;  McQuiUan  v.  Donahue, 
49  CaL  157;  Edwards  v.  HelUngs,  103  Cal.  204,  207,  37  Pac 
218;  Lynch  v.  Keely,  41  Cal.  232;  Montgomery  v.  Superior 
Court,  68  Cal.  407,  411,  9  Pac.  720;  Disque  v.  Herrington, 
139  Cal.  1,  72  Pac.  336;  Larue  v.  Qaskins,  5  CaL  507; 
Waters  v.  Dumas,  75  Cal.  563,  17  Pac.  685;  Thomasson  v. 
Simmons,  57  W.  Va.  576,  50  S.  B.  740;  Presley  v.  Dean, 
10  Idaho,  375,  79  Pac.  71;  Chamberlain  v.  Edmonds,  18  App. 
Cas.  332,  344;  Tomlin  v.  Woods,  125  Iowa,  367,  101  N.  W. 
135;  Southern  Pacific  Co.  v.  BusseU,  20  Or.  459,  20  Pac.  304; 
Knapp  V.  King,  6  Or,  246;  Wissman  v.  Meagher,  115  Mo. 
App.  82,  91  S.  W.  448;  Calvert  v.  Hendricks,  155  Ind.  592, 
58  N.  B.  832;  Wheeler  &  WHson  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Donohoe,  49  Ark. 
318,  5  S.  W.  342;  Easier  v.  Schopp,  70  Mo.  App.  469; 
Martin  v.  Pifer,  96  Ind.  245,  249 ;  Fish  v.  Emerson,  4A  N.  Y. 
376;  Hickey  v.  Hinsdale,  8  Mich.  267,  77  Am.  Dec.  450; 
Saunders  v.  Tioga  Mfg.  Co.,  27  Mich.  550.)  Certiorari  will 
not  lie  to  annul  a  judgment  from  which  an  appeal  may  be 
taken,  or  after  the  time  to  appeal  has  elapsed.  {Southern 
Cal.  By.  Co.  v.  Superior  Court,  127  CaL  417,  59  Pac 
789;  Weldon  v.  Superior  Court,  138  CaL  427,  71  Pac.  502; 
White  V.  Superior  Court,  110  Cal.  54,  42  Pac.  471;  Cen^ 
tral  Pac.  By.  Co.  v.  Placer  County,  43  Cal.  365;  WeiU  v. 
Light,  98  Cal.  193,  32  Pac.  943;  McDonald  v.  Agnew,  122 
Cal.  448,  55  Pac  125;  Tucker  v.  Justice's  Court,  120  Cal. 
512,  52  Pac.  808;  McCue  v.  Superior  Court,  71  Cal.  545,  12 
Pac.  615;  Stuttmeister  v.  Superior  Court,  71  Cal.  322, 12  Pac 
270;  Milliken  v.  Huber,  21  Cal.  166;  Fwut  v.  Mason,  47  CaL 
7;  Beynolds  v.  Superior  Court,  64  CaL  372,  28  Pac.  121; 
Bennett  v.  Wallace,  43  Cal.  25;  Valentine  v.  Superior  Court, 
141  CaL  615,  75  Pac.  336.)  Certiorari  will  not  lie  where 
there  is  no  appreciable  injury  or  injustice  to  the  applicant 
for  the  writ  (4  Ency.  of  PL  &  Pr.  34;  6  Cyc.  747;  Keys 
Y.  Marin  County,  42  CaL  252;  Hagar  v.  Yolo  County,  47  CaL 
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222;  Knapp  v.  Heller,  32  Wis.  467;  Spelling  on  Extraoiv 
dinary  Remedies,  2d  e±,  sec.  1897.) 

H.  V.  Morehouse,  and  Bjiight  &  Heggerty,  for  Respondent. 

The  language  of  the  statute  is  mandatory  that  the  justices 
fntut  enter  nonappearance;  if  there  is  a  default  at  the  time 
of  its  occurrence  (Code  Civ.  Proc.,  sec.  911),  and  if  the 
defendant  fails  to  appear,  then,  upon  proof  of  the  service  of 
snnunons,  the  court  miist  enter  judgment.  (Code  Civ.  Proc., 
see.  871.)  The  judgment,  if  postponed,  must  relate  back  to  the 
default,  and  be  nunc  pro  tunc,  if  it  could  be  rendered  at  all 
subsequently  thereto;  though  where  the  plaintiff  is  guilty  of 
laches,  the  court  will  leave  him  to  his  laches.  (Black  on  Judg- 
ments, sec  129.)  If  judgment  by  default  had  been  entered 
at  the  time  required  by  law,  execution  would  be  barred,  and 
there  would  be  no  further  remedy.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec 
901 ;  Heinlen  Co.  v.  Cadwell,  3  Cal.  App.  80.)  The  court  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  render  a  judgment  after  the  lapse  of  the 
time  at  which  execution  could  have  been  issued,  but  for  the 
laches  of  the  plaintiff.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  justice's 
court  is  special  and  limited  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec  925), 
and  the  court  must  act  within  and  not  without  the  statute, 
and  nothing  can  be  presumed  in  favor  of  its  jurisdiction. 
(Kane  v.  Desmond,  63  Cal.  464;  Rowley  v.  Howard,  23  CaL 
401;  Lour  V.  Alexander,  15  Cal.  296;  JoUey  v.  Foltz,  84 
Cal.  321.)  The  laches  was  wholly  that  of  the  plaintiff  in 
the  action,  and  not  of  the  defendant  in  failing  to  appeal  from 
a  judgment  of  which  he  had  no  knowledge,  and  on  which 
there  could  be  presumably  no  remedy  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff.  (People  V.  Eldorado  County,  10  CaL  19;  Funkenstein 
Y.  Elgutter,  11  Cal.  328;  Rickey  v.  Superior  Court,  59  CaL 
661;  Myrick  v.  Superior  Court,  68  Cal.  98,  8  Pac  648.) 
There  never  was  a  remedy  by  appeal.  There  was  no  qu€e- 
tion  of  fact  upon  which  an  appeal  could  be  taken,  and  i4> 
question  of  law  could  be  considered,  as  there  could  be  ao 
statement  of  the  case,  upon  a  judgment  by  default.  (Code 
CSv.  Proc,  sec  975.)  The  court,  in  view  of  the  laches  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  action,  exceeded  its  jurisdiction,  after  the 
lapse  of  eight  years,  when  all  right  of  further  relief  was 
barred,  in  rendering  a  judgment  for  plaintiff  by  default; 
and  under  the  facts  appearing  in  the  record,  the  superior 
court  properly  annulled  the  judgment  upon  certioraru 
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KERRIGAN,  J.— This  ia  an  appeal  by  defendants  in  a 
certiorari  proceeding,  in  which  the  trial  oonrt  gave  the  re- 
spondent judgment,  annulling  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  in  the  justice's  court  in  and  for  the  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco. 

On  December  2,  1896,  Benjamin  Lust  commenced  an  ao- 
tion  against  C.  P.  Hall  in  tJie  justice's  court  in  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco  to  recover  $253.75  for  goods 
sold  and  delivered.  Summons  was  issued  on  that  date,  and 
was  served  January  7,  1897.  Summons  was  returned  served 
January  28,  1897.  Nothing  further  was  done  in  the  action 
until  more  than  eight  years  after  the  return  of  summons,  when, 
en  May  19,  1905,  judgment  was  entered  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff and  against  the  defendant  for  $253.75,  interest  and  costs. 
No  appeal  was  ever  taken  from  this  judgment.  It  is  the 
contention  of  respondent  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  justice, 
at  the  time  of  the  return  of  the  service  of  summons,  January 
28y  1897  (it  disclosing  that  the  time  within  which  to  appear 
and  answer  had  expired),  to  note  on  the  docket  the  nonap- 
pearance of  the  defendant,  and  to  thereupon  enter  a  judg- 
ment of  default  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and  against  the  de- 
fendant That,  if  he  did  not  do  so  then,  he  might  do  so 
later,  but  as  of  the  date  of  the  default  This  contention 
rests  upon  sections  845,  871,  911,  and  912,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure. Section  911,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  requires 
''Every  justice  to  keep  a  docket  in  which  he  must  enter" 
(subd.  3)  "the  date  of  the  summons  and  the  time  of  its  re- 
turn ' ' ;  (subd.  4)  * '  The  time  when  the  parties  or  either  of  them 
appear,  or  their  nonappearance,  if  default  be  made."  Un- 
der section  912,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  these  entries  ''must 
be  made  at  the  time  they  occur."  Under  section  845,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  defendant,  having  been  served  in  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  had  five  days  thereafter  with- 
in which  to  appear  and  answer.  Section  871,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  in  part  is  as  follows : 

"If  the  defendant  fail  to  appear,  and  to  answer  or  demur 
within  the  time  specified  in  the  summons,  then,  upon  proof 
of  service  of  summons,  the  following  proceedings  must  be  had: 

"1.  If  the  action  is  based  upon  a  contract,  and  is  for  the 
recovery  of  money,  or  damages  only,  the  court  must  render 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  specified  in 
the  summoni." 
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Section  871,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  does  not  direct  the 
justice  to  enter  a  judgment  by  default  within  any  prescribed 
time.  The  entry  of  the  nonappearance  of  the  defendant, 
which  sections  911  (subd.  4)  and  912  exact,  is  a  ministerial 
duty.  It  is  made  by  the  clerk  of  the  justices'  court  in  the 
dty  of  San  Francisco.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sea  93.)  The  failure 
to  execute  a  ministerial  duty  does  not  devest  a  court  of 
jurisdiction.  Provisions  of  the  code  much  stronger  and  defin- 
ite in  terms  than  the  sections  cited  have  been  repeatedly 
held  directory.  In  the  case  of  Heinlen  Co.  v.  PhUUps,  88  Cal. 
557,  [26  Pac.  366],  a  justice  had  made  an  order  setting  aside 
a  judgment  rendered  by  him  after  trial  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  void  under  section  892,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  hav- 
ing been  rendered  six  weeks  after  the  case  had  been  submit- 
ted. Section  892,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is  as  follows: 
"When  the  trial  is  by  the  court,  a  judgment  must  be  ren- 
dered  at  the  close  of  the  trial.''  The  court,  at  page  559  of 
88  CaL  [page  367  of  26  Pac],  said:  "It  is  to  be  observed 
that  no  penalty  is  prescribed  or  consequence  attached  to  a 
violation  of  this  section.  And  we  think  that  if  the  legis- 
lature had  intended  that  the  delay  of  a  day  by  the  justice 
(for  that  would  be  a  violation  of  the  provision)  should  sub- 
ject the  parties  to  the  expense  of  a  retrial,  it  would  have  said 
so  in  express  terms.  A  similar  but  much  stronger  provision 
was  enacted  in  relation  to  the  district  courts,  and  it  was  held 
to  be  merely  directory.  {McQuiUan  v.  Donahue,  49  Cal. 
157.)  It  is  true  that  Ihe  superior  court  is  a  court  of  general 
jurisdiction,  while  the  justice's  court  is  one  of  limited  juris- 
diction. But  the  decision  did  not  proceed  upon  the  power 
of  the  court,  but  upon  the  intention  of  the  legislature." 

That  case  was  followed  and  approved  in  American  Type- 
founders' Co.  V.  Justice's  Court  of  Sausalito  Township,  133 
CaL  319,  [65  Pac  742,  978]. 

In  the  case  of  Edwards  v.  HeUings,  103  CaL  205,  [37  Pac. 
218],  the  default  of  the  defendants  was  ordered  by  the  su- 
perior court  entered  March  14,  1884,  but  judgment  was  not 
entered  against  him  until  January,  1892,  nearly  eight  years 
later.  In  that  case  it  is  said,  at  page  207:  "The  provision 
[referring  to  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  585]  that  the  clerk  must 
enter  the  judgment  'immediately'  after  entering  his  default 
is  merely  directory.  His  failure  to  do  so  may  render  him 
liable  to  an  action  by  the  judgment  creditor,  but  does  not 
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render  void  the  judgment  subsequently  entered  upon  such 
default,  nor  can  the  defendant  against  whom  the  judgment 
is  entered  invoke  such  failure  for  the  purpose  of  annulling 
a  judgment  to  which  he  has  no  other  defense.  The  statute 
of  limitations  upon  the  judgment  runs  from  the  time  of  its 
entry,  and  not  from  its  rendition.  {Trenouih  v.  Farrington, 
54  Cal.  273.  See,  also,  Franklin  v.  Merida,  50  Cal.  289.) 
If  the  appellant  had  desired  to  set  the  statute  of  limitations 
running  he  could  himself  have  caused  the  judgment  to  be 
entered  at  any  time  after  its  rendition.*' 

In  the  case  of  Lynch  v.  Kelly,  41  Cal.  232,  it  was  held 
that  notwithstanding  that  section  594  of  the  Practice  Act 
provided  that  upon  the  receipt  of  any  verdict  the  justice 
should  "immediately  render  judgment  accordingly,*'  that 
'*the  formal  entry  of  the  judgment"  was  a  mere  clerical 
duty  imposed  upon  him  by  statute.  That  case  was  approved 
in  Montgomery  v.  Superior  Court,  68  Cal.  407,  [9  Pac.  720]. 
In  this  connection  reference  may  be  made  to  Waters  v.  Dumas, 
75  Cal.  563,  [17  Pac.  685],  where  section  664,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure  (providing  that,  after  a  trial  by  a  jury,  judg- 
ment must  be  entered  by  the  clerk  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  the  rendition  of  the  verdict)  is  held  to  be  directory; 
and  to  Rosenthal  v.  McMann,  93  Cal.  505,  [29  Pac.  121],  in 
which  section  581,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  subdivision  6 
(providing  that  an  action  may  be  dismissed  by  the  court 
when,  after  verdict  or  final  submission,  the  party  entitled 
to  judgment  neglects  to  demand  and  to  have  the  same  entered 
for  more  than  six  months),  is  held  not  to  be  mandatory. 
(See,  also,  Disque  v.  Herrington,  139  Cal.  1,  [72  Pac.  336]  ; 
Larue  v.  Oaskins,  5  Cal.  507.) 

"A  writ  of  review  may  be  granted  .  .  .  when  an  inferior 
tribunal  .  .  .  exercising  judicial  functions  has  exceeded  the 
jurisdiction  of  such  tribunal  .  .  .  and  there  is  no  appeal,  nor 
in  the  judgment  of  the  court  any  plain,  speedy  and  adequate 
remedy."  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1068.)  Tested  by  this 
section  and  the  decisions  in  this  state,  the  writ  should  not 
have  been  granted.  The  justice's  court  acted  within  its  jur- 
isdiction, as  has  just  been  shown.  Again  from  the  judgment 
in  the  justice's  court  defendant  had  an  appeal,  which  he  lost 
through  his  own  laches;  and  again,  according  to  the  petition 
itself  for  the  writ  of  certiorari,  the  defendant  knew  of  the 
rendition  of  the  judgment  against  him  within  thirty  days 
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thereafter,  and  therefore  within  time  to  have  moved  in  the 
justice's  conrt,  under  section  859,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
as  amended  in  1905,  to  set  aside  the  judgment  if  taken  against 
him  by  his  mistake,  inadvertence,  surprise  or  excusable  neg- 
lect. 

The  justice's  court  having  acted  within  its  jurisdiction, 
certiorari  will  not  lie. 

In  Borchard  v.  Supervisors,  144  Cal.  14,  [77  Pac.  708], 
it  is  said:  "It  is  too  well  settled  to  require  the  citation  of 
authorities  that  the  writ  of  review  runs  to  inferior  tribunals, 
boards,  or  officers  exercising  judicial  functions  solely  to  cor- 
rect errors  in  excess  of  jurisdiction,  or,  in  other  words,  to  con- 
fine such  tribunals  and  officers,  exercising  judicial  functions, 
to  their  proper  jurisdiction";  citing  Farmers*  dt  Merchants* 
Bank  v.  Board  of  Equalization,  97  Cal.  318,  [32  Pac.  312] ; 
White  V.  Superior  Court,  110  Cal.  60,  [42  Pac.  480] ;  Quin- 
chard  ▼.  Trustees  of  Alameda,  113  Cal.  664,  [45  Pac  856]. 

An  appeal  might  have  been  taken,  and  it  is  no  excuse  that 
defendant  did  not  know  of  the  rendering  of  the  judgment 
in  time  to  avail  himself  of  that  remedy.  In  the  case  of 
Tucker  ▼.  Justice's  Court,  120  CaL  512,  [52  Pac.  808],  the 
court  said:  ''And  it  is  well  settled  that  when  an  appeal  may 
be  taken,  resort  cannot  be  had  to  a  writ  of  review.  The  cases 
so  holding  are  numerous,  and  need  not  be  cited."  (See, 
also,  Weldon  ▼.  Superior  Court,  138  Cal.  429,  [71  Pac.  502].) 
It  is  also  well  settled  that  where  the  remedy  by  appeal  has 
once  existed,  certiorari  will  not  be  granted,  because  the  time 
for  appeal  has  passed.  (McCue  v.  Superior  Court,  71  Cal. 
545,  [12  Pac.  615] ;  Stuttmeister  v.  Superior  Court,  71  Cal. 
322,  [12  Pac.  270] ;  Milliken  v.  Huber,  21  Cal.  166;  Faut  v. 
Mason,  47  Cal.  7;  Reynolds  v.  Superior  Court,  64  Cal.  372, 
[28  Pac.  121].)  And  it  is  equally  well  settled  that  certiorari 
cannot  be  used  as  a  substitute  for  an  appeal  after  the  op- 
portunity to  appeal  has  been  lost  by  the  neglect  or  laches  of 
the  applicant.  In  Bennett  ▼.  Wallace,  43  Cal.  25,  it  is  said : 
"The  statute  was  intended  to  supply  a  remedy  where  none 
existed  in  the  first  instance,  and  not  to  supplement  one  lost 
through  the  laches  of  the  party  himself."  To  the  same  point 
see,  also,  Faut  v.  Mason,  47  CaL  7;  Valentine  v.  Police  Court, 
141  CaL  615,  [75  Pac  336]. 
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The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  trial  court  directed  to 
dismiss  the  petition. 

Hally  J.,  and  Cooper,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  April  29,  1907. 


[C9t.  No.  810.    First  AppeUate  District.— Mareb  4,  1907.] 

L.  C.  MARSHUTZ,  Respondent,  v.  EDWARD  SELTZOR 
et  aL,  Defendants;  JOHN  Q.  ELUMPEE,  Appellant 

QunnNO  Titlb— OuTLiLWED  MoBTQAoi  BT  Thibd  Pabtt— Buljb  as  to 
Payment  Inapplicable — ^Bttbden  or  Pboof — ^Findings. — The  rule 
that  a  mortgagor  or  his  sneeessor,  with  notice  of  the  mortgage,  can- 
not quiet  title  against  the  mortgagee,  though  the  debt  is  outlawed, 
without  first  pajing  the  debt,  is  inapplicable,  where  the  mortgage  is 
bj  a  third  partj,  and  the  defendant  does  not  sustain  the  burden 
testing  upon  him  to  aUege  and  prove  the  connection  of  plaintiff 's  title 
therewith,  and  where  it  is  alleged  and  found  that  plaintiff's  title 
originated  from  the  state  subsequentlj  to  the  mortgage,  and  was 
adverse  thereto,  and  it  is  found  that  at  the  time  of  the  eommence- 
Bent  of  the  action  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  seised  in  fee  of  the 
premises.  In  such  case,  the  findings  justified  a  decree  quieting 
plaintiff's  title  against  the  outlawed  mortgage,  which  is  not  found 
or  shown  to  have  ever  been  a  lien  on  plaintiff's  title. 

fin — CHOSS-OOKPLAmT     TO     FOBECLOSE     MOBTGAQE— ANSWEB— PLBA     OF 

Btatute— Findings. — ^Where  the  defendant  sought  by  cross-com- 
plaint to  foreclose  the  outlawed  mortgage,  and  the  answer  thereto 
pleaded  that  the  action  was  barred  by  section  337  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  a  general  finding  that  the  action  ''was  barred  hj 
the  statutes  of  California,"  foUowed  bj  a  finding  ''that  said  claim 
of  the  defendant  Klumpke  under  the  mortgage  security  so  assigned 
to  him  is  over  fortj  years  past  due,  and  has  not  been  prosecuted  in 
any  way  until  the  filing  of  the  cross-complaint,"  sufficiently  shows 
that  the  action  on  the  note  and  mortgage  was  barred  by  the  section 
pleaded. 
la-^AprntMATiVB  Pboceedino  to  Enfobob  Oxttlawbd  Debt.— A  pro- 
ceeding under  a  cross-complaint  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  is  an  affirm- 
ative proceeding  to  collect  the  debt  secured  by  the  mortgage^  and 
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where  the  debt  is  outlawed  and  the  statute  is  pleaded,  no  decree 
of  foreclosure  should  be  entered,  though  the  eroas-eomplaint  is  in  an 
action  to  quiet  title  against  the  mortgagee. 

IlV — Ck>MPKLLINO  ADTXRSS  FINDING — ^BBMOYAL  OV  GLOUD  UPON  TITLE.— 

It  seems  that  by  setting  up  the  outlawed  mortgage  by  waj  of  cross- 
complaint  to  foreclose  it,  the  appellant  having  compelled  a  finding 
that  the  mortgage  was  barred,  which  resulted  in  a  denial  to  him 
of  any  relief  thereon,  he  has  practically  caused  the  removal  of  any 
cloud  that  might  exist  ob  plaintiff's  title  by  reason  of  the  existence 
of  the  mortgage. 

JjK — ^Ungebtaintt  nr  Fcndinos — CtoNSTBUcnoN  xh  Favob  of  Judo- 
KENT. — ^Any  uncertainty  in  the  findings  arising  from  a  finding  that 
the  mortgagor  had  an  interest  which  antedated  plaintiff 's  title,  sug- 
gesting a  possible  inference  that  plaintiff 's  title  may  have  been  sub- 
ordinate thereto,  must  be  so  construed,  in  oonnection  with  the  other 
findings,  as  to  uphold  the  judgment  rather  than  to  defeat  It. 

iDi — GoNSTBUonoN  AoAiNST  JusTios. — Justico  docs  not  demand  that 
uncertainties  in  findings  should  be  s6  construed  as  to  give  vitality 
to  a  claim  forty-five  years  past  due,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  three  per  cent  per  month,  and  for  which  the  present  holder  is 
found  to  have  paid  nothing. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  triaL    Frank  H.  Kerrigan,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Bw  H.  Countryman,  for  Appellant. 

B.  Masson  Smith,  for  Respondent. 

HALL,  J. — ^PlaintifF  brought  this  action  December  6, 1901, 
against  defendants  to  quiet  his  title  to  beach  and  water  lot  No. 
763,  situate  in  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco.  The 
complaint  is  in  the  usual  form  and  alleges  that  plaintiff  is  the 
owner  and  seised  in  fee  of  the  described  premises,  and  that  de- 
fendants claim  some  estate  or  interest  therein.  Defendant 
Elumpke  answered,  and  besides  denying  the  title  of  plaintiff 
set  up  by  way  of  answer  and  as  a  defense  that  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  1854,  James  C.  Cary  was  the  owner  of  an  undivided 
one-half  interest  in  the  said  lot,  and  on  said  day  executed  to 
one  Edward  F.  Seltzor  a  mortgage  of  his  interest  in  said  lot 
to  secure  the  payment  of  his  promissory  note  to  said  Seltzor 


Digitized  by 


Google 


142  Marshutz  t;.  Seltzob.  [5  Cal.  App. 

for  $2,000,  payable  eight  months  after  date  thereof  (April  1, 
1854),  with  interest  at  three  per  cent  per  month.  Mortgage 
was  duly  recorded  April  3,  1854,  and  no  part  of  the  principal 
and  interest  has  ever  been  paid.  The  note  and  mortgage  ar? 
alleged  to  have  been  assigned  to  defendant  Elumpke  by  Seltzoi 
for  value  February  4, 1859,  and  the  assignment  duly  recoru.d 
on  same  day. 

Defendant  Klumpke,  in  a  cross-complaint,  set  up  the  same 
matters,  and  prayed,  in  the  usual  form,  that  his  said  mort- 
gage be  foreclosed. 

Plaintiff  answered  Elumpke 's  cross-complaint,  and,  among 
other  things,  pleaded  that  said  cause  of  action  was  barred  by 
the  statute  of  the  state  of  California,  *'and  particularly  by  sec- 
tion 337  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  also  by  sections 
319  and  343  of  said  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.'* 

The  court,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  made  findings,  and 
entered  a  judgment  quieting  plaintiff's  title  as  against 
Elumpke,  and  denied  Klumpke  any  relief  upon  his  cross-com- 
plaint, having  found  the  note  and  mortgage  were  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations. 

Defendant  moved  for  a  new  trial,  which  being  denied,  he 
appealed  from  the  order  as  well  as  from  the  judgment 

Appellant  insists  that  the  court  should  have  directed  a  fore- 
closure of  his  mortgage,  and  in  any  event  should  not  have 
quieted  plaintiff's  title  as  against  appellant. 

First,  as  to  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage,  appellant  urges 
that  the  plea  of  the  statute  is  defective,  and  that  the  findings 
thereon  are  insufficient.  In  this  he  is  mistaken.  The  answer 
to  the  cross-complaint  distinctly  alleges  that  the  cause  of  action 
is  barred  by  the  provisions  of  section  337  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  which  is  the  appropriate  section  to  plead.  The 
court  found  that  the  promissory  note  mentioned  in  the  cross- 
complaint  is  and  was  ''barred  by  the  Statutes  of  the  State  of 
California,"  but  did  not  specify  by  what  section  of  the  code, 
and  counsel  now  insist  that  this  is  not  sufficient.  But  in  addi- 
tion to  the  general  finding  the  court  also  found  ^'that  said 
claim  of  the  defendant  EQumpke,  under  the  mortgage  security 
so  assigned  to  him,  is  over  forty  years  past  due,  and  has  not 
been  prosecuted  in  any  way  until  the  time  of  the  filing  of  said 
cross-complaint."  This  is  such  a  finding  of  fact  as  necessarily 
shows  that  the  action  on  the  note  and  mortgage  was  barred  by 
the  section  pleaaevi. 
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i?\irther,  it  may  be  observed  that  the  cross-complaint  on  its 
face  shows  the  action  herein  set  forth  to  be  barred,  and  plain- 
tiff might  have  raised  the  point  by  demurrer.  By  pleading 
the  bar  in  his  answer  to  the  cross-complaint  plaintiff  gave 
notice  of  his  intention  to  stand  upon  the  bar  that  was  shown 
Ic  exist  upon  the  face  of  appellant's  pleading,  and  it  is  at  least 
doubtful  whether  or  not  the  court  was  required  in  such  a  case 
to  make  a  finding  of  the  fact  There  was  no  issue  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  fact. 

Appellant's  main  contention,  however,  is  that  the  court 
should  have  ordered  the  mortgage  foreclosed,  notwithstanding 
that  it  was  long  since  barred  by  the  statute.  In  this  connec- 
tion appellant  concedes  that  he  could  not  have  enforced  his 
claim  if  he  had  brought  the  action  to  foreclose,  as  plaintiff, 
but  insists  that  where  a  plaintiff  brings  an  action  to  quiet  his 
title  against  a  mortgage,  the  mortgagee  may  obtain  a  decree  of 
foreclosure  on  an  outlawed  mortgage.  It  is  true  that  a  mort- 
gagor, or  the  successor  in  interest  of  such  mortgagor  with 
notice  of  the  mortgage,  cannot  obtain  a  decree  quieting  his 
title  against  the  mortgagee,  without  paying  the  unpaid  but  out- 
lawed mortgage  debt  {Orani  v.  Burr,  54  Cal.  298;  De  Cazara 
V.  Orena,  80  Cal.  132,  [22  Pac.  74] ;  Brandt  v.  Thompson,  91 
Cal.  458,  [27  Pac.  763] ;  Boyce  v.  Fish,  110  Cal.  107,  [42  Pac. 
473] ;  EaU  y.  AmoU,  80  Cal.  348,  [22  Pac.  200] ;  Sped  ▼. 
Speci.  88  Cal.  437,  [22  Am.  St.  Rep.  314,  26  Pac.  203] ;  Booth 
v.  Hoskins,  75  Cal.  271,  [17  Pac.  225] ) ;  but  it  does  not  follow 
from  this  that  the  defendant  mortgagee  can,  upon  a  cross-com- 
plaint, setting  up  such  outlawed  mortgage,  obtain  aflSrmative 
relief.  This  question  was  presented  in  Booth  ▼.  Hoskins, 
75  Cal.  271,  [17  Pac.  225].  Booth  sued  Hoskins  to  quiet  his 
title;  and  Hoskins  answered,  and  by  way  of  cross-complaint 
set  up  a  deed  from  Booth  to  Hoskins,  and  claimed  title  there- 
under. Plaintiff  answered  the  cross-complaint,  and  set  up 
that  the  deed  was  intended  as  a  mortgage  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  $408  loaned  to  plaintiff,  and  that  the  debt  thus 
created  was  before  the  commencement  of  the  action  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations.  The  trial  court  entered  a  decree 
foreclosing  the  mortgage,  which  was  on  appeal  reversed. 
After  deciding  that  the  deed  was  intended  as  a  mortgage,  the 
court  said:  *'The  next  question  is.  Was  the  defendant's  cause 
of  action  to  recover  back  his  money  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations t    [We  think  it  was.  •  •  •  The  defendant's  right  to 
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recover  the  money  due  him  being  barred,  he  waa  not  entitled 
to  have  his  mortgage  foreclosed. '^  The  judgment  of  foreclos- 
ure was  reversed. 

In  Sped  V.  Sped,  88  Cal.  437,  [22  Am.  St  Eep.  314,  26 
Pac.  203],  it  is  said:  ^'The  mortgagee,  after  the  mortgage  debt 
has  been  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  cannot,  by  any 
afSrmative  proceedings  on  his  part,  invoke  the  aid  of  the  court 
for  the  collection  of  his  debt.'' 

A  proceeding  under  a  cross-complaint  to  foreclose  a  mort- 
gage is  an  affirmative  proceeding  to  collect  the  debt  secured 
by  the  mortgage. 

This  disposes  of  the  contention  that  the  court  should  have 
entered  a  decree  upon  the  findings  for  a  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage.  No  such  decree  should  have  been  entered.  {Booth 
V.  Hoskins,  75  Cal.  271,  [17  Pac.  225].) 

It  is  next  urged  that  on  the  findings  the  court  should  not 
have  rendered  a  decree  quieting  plaintiff's  title  against  appel- 
lant, but  should  either  have  denied  plaintiff  any  relief,  or  pro- 
vided in  the  decree  that  his  title  be  quieted  only  on  his  paying, 
within  some  designated  time,  the  amount  unpaid  on  the  mort- 
gage. It  might  be  suggested  in  this  connection  that,  inasmuch 
as  by  setting  up  the  mortgage  by  way  of  cross-complaint  and 
asking  for  a  foreclosure,  appellant  compelled  a  finding  that  his 
mortgage  was  barred,  which  resulted  in  a  denial  to  him  of  any 
relief  thereon,  he  has  practically  caused  the  removal  of  any 
eloud  that  might  exist  on  plaintiff's  title  by  reason  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  mortgage.  The  finding  that  the  mortgage  is 
barred,  and  the  denial  of  any  afSrmative  relief  thereon,  would 
seem  to  be  an  effectual  bar  to  any  future  action  to  enforce 
the  mortgage. 

However,  we  do  not  think  that  it  is  true  that  the  findings 
in  this  case  do  not  support  the  judgment  as  rendered.  The 
law  undoubtedly  is  that  a  mortgagor  or  his  successor  in  in- 
terest, with  notice  of  the  mortgage,  cannot  quiet  his  title 
against  the  owner  of  the  outstanding  mortgage,  even  though 
the  mortgage  be  barred,  without  paying  the  mortgage  debt 
All  the  cases  cited  to  us  are  of  that  nature.  But  the  findings 
in  this  case  do  not  bring  it  within  this  rule.  It  is  not  alleged 
in  the  answer  that  plaintiff,  or  any  grantor  of  plaintiff,  made 
the  mortgage  set  up  by  Klumpke.  The  mortgage  was  made 
by  one  Caiy,  and  no  attempt  is  made  in  the  answer  to  connect 
the  plaintiff  with  Gary.    While  it  is  alleged  and  found  that 
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Gary  owned  an  interest  in  the  lot  in  1854  when  he  executed  the 
mortgage,  it  is  not  alleged  that  plaintiff's  title  was  acquired 
from  Gary  or  was  derived  from  him  in  any  way.  The  find- 
ings, on  the  contrary,  show  that  plaintiff  obtained  title  in 
1883,  deraigned  by  mesne  conveyances  from  the  land  commis- 
sioners of  the  state  of  Galifomia,  and  that  he  entered  into 
possession  under  such  title,  and  for  eighteen  years  past  has 
been  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  premises,  holding  the 
same  adverse  to  all  the  world,  and  has  paid  all  taxes  levied 
and  assessed  thereon  since  June,  1883.  It  is  expressly  found 
that  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action  plaintiff 
was  the  owner  and  seised  in  fee  of  the  premises.  These  find- 
ings justified  a  decree  quieting  the  title  of  plaintiff  against  an 
outlawed  mortgage,  which  is  not  found  to  have  ever  been  a 
lien  upon  the  title  of  plaintiff.  If  the  lien  of  appellant's 
mortgage  was  ever  a  lien  upon  plaintiff's  title,  the  burden  was 
upon  the  defendant  to  show  it.    He  has  not  done  it. 

We  have  not  overlooked  the  argument  of  appellant  that 
because  it  is  found  that  Gary  owned  an  interest  in  the  prem- 
ises in  1854,  which  is  prior  to  the  date  of  the  deed  from  the 
state  land  commissioners  to  the  grantor  of  plaintiff,  we  must 
infer  that  plaintiff's  title  was  derived  from  Gary,  or  is  in  some 
way  subordinate  to  the  title  of  Gary.  While  this  condition 
suggests  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  facts,  any  uncertainty  in 
findings  must  be  construed  so  as  to  uphold  the  judgment  rather 
than  to  defeat  it  (Breeze  v.  Brooks,  97  Gal.  72,  [31  Pac 
742].) 

Certain  it  is  that  justice  does  not  demand  that  we  construe 
uncertainties  in  findings  so  as  to  give  any  sort  of  vitality  to 
a  claim  forty-five  years  past  due,  and  on  its  face  bearing  in- 
terest at  three  per  cent  per  month,  and  for  which  (as  appears 
l^  the  findings)  the  present  holder  paid  nothing. 

Appellant  has  not  called  our  attention  to  any  error  occur- 
ring at  the  trial,  but  has  confined  himself  to  an  attack  upon 
the  judgment  as  not  supported  by  the  findings. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  March  30,  1907,  and  a  petition  to 
have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court^  after  judgment  in 
the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme  court 
on  May  1, 1907. 

6  Cal.  App.  —10 
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[ar.  No.  242.    Third  Appellate  District.— Mareli  5,  1907.] 

MART  POPE  MUEPHY  and  FLORENCE  POPE  FRANK, 
Respondents,  ▼.  UNION  TRUST  COMPANY,  etc.,  Re- 
spondent; RUDOLPH  SPREGEIELS,  Intervener,  Ap- 
pellant 

Trusts — Sales  bt  Tbustkb— CbNiroMATioN  bt  CJoubtv— Absknci  of 
Law — Tsbms  of  Instbumbnt  GoNTSOLLiNa. — ^In  the  absence  of 
express  law  in  this  state  requiring  sales  of  propertj  hj  a  trustee, 
testamentary  or  otherwise,  to  be  confirmed  hj  a  court,  resort  must 
be  had  to  the  terms  of  the  instrument  creating  the  trust  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  trustee  in  determining  whether  the  power  of  sale  is 
unqualified  or  not  subject,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  eon* 
trolled  or  interfered  with  by  a  court. 

ID^— POWZB   OF   TBUSTEX   TO   BXINTXST  AND   TO   SXLL—O)NFIBlCATI0ir— 

Spbgifio  Pebfobmanob— Want  of  Jxtbisdigtion. — ^Where  the  z»- 
Btrument  creating  the  trust  vested  the  trustee  with  fuU  title  a^d 
power  to  change  the  investment  and  to  reinvest  with  full  power  %t 
sale  in  relation  to  the  real  property,  the  superior  court  had  no  jur- 
isdiction of  a  petition  by  the  trustee  to  confirm  a  proposed  bid,  un- 
less a  higher  bid  is  obtained  in  court,  or  of  an  intervention  by  the 
proposed  purchaser  to  enforce  a  confirmation  of  the  sale  by  way  of 
specifie  performance  of  an  alleged  contract  of  sale,  and  the  court 
properly  dismissed  both  proceedings,  without  reference  to  the  moot 
question  whether  the  alleged  contract  of  sale  did  or  did  not  exist. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    J.  M.  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Bishop,  Wheeler,  Hoefler,  for  Intervener  and  Appellant 

James  L.  Robison,  for  Plainti&,  Respondents. 

HiUer  &  Powers,  for  Union  Trust  Company,  Respondent 

HART,  J. — ^The  respondent,  Union  Trust  Company,  a  cor- 
poration, as  trustee  upon  certain  trusts  declared  in  the  last 
will  and  testament^  and  a  codicil  thereto,  of  Andrew  J.  Pope, 
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who  died  in  the  city  of  Son  Francisco  about  the  eighteenth 
day  of  December,  1878,  acquired  and  became  seised  in  fee  of 
certain  real  property  situated  in  said  city  and  county  of  San 
Francisco.  In  the  month  of  September  or  October,  1902  (it 
is  not  clear  which),  Rudolph  Spreckels,  intervener  and  appel- 
lant, and  I.  W.  Hellman,  Jr.,  the  secretary  and  cashier  of  the 
defendant  corporation,  had  a  conversation  relative  to  said  real 
property,  and  in  which  Mr.  Spreckels  made  an  offer  to  Mr. 
Hellman  to  buy  said  property  for  the  sum  of  $226,000.  After 
some  discussion  by  the  parties  of  the  proposition,  Mr.  Hellman, 
according  to  his  own  testimony,  said  to  Mr.  Spreckels :  '^I  will 
tell  you  how  we  can  arrange  this ;  we  will  go  into  court,  make 
the  statement  that  we  are  offered  $226,000,  and  ask  the  court 
to  confirm  it,  and  then,  if  there  are  any  other  parties  that 
wish  to  raise  the  bid  they  can  come  forward  and  do  so." 
There  is  little,  if  any,  variance  between  Mr.  Spreckels  and  Mr. 
Hellman  as  to  the  purport  of  the  conversation  to  which  we 
refer. 

On  the  twenty-first  day  of  October,  1902,  Mary  Pope  Mur- 
phy and  Florence  Pope  Frank,  cestuia  que  trustent  under  the 
trust  declared  and  created  by  the  said  will  of  Andrew  J.  Pope, 
deceased,  instituted  suit  in  the  superior  court  of  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco  against  the  defendant  and  respond- 
ent, Union  Trust  Company,  for  the  puipose  of  presenting  to 
the  court  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Spreckels  to  purchase  said 
property,  and,  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  complaint,  to 
secure  an  order  or  decree  of  the  court,  directing  *'the  de- 
fendant to  sell  and  convey  the  said  premises  for  the  said  sum 
of  $226,000,  or  such  other  sum  as  may  be  obtained  therefor, 
subject  to  the  confirmation  by  this  court" 

l^e  defendant  filed  an  answer  to  the  complaint  denying  the 
averments  thereof  and  alleging  that  "the  defendant  has  the 
absolute  authority  and  discretion,  under  the  decrees  of  dis- 
tribution, and  the  will  and  codicil  mentioned  in  plaintiffs' 
complaint,  to  sell  and  convey  any  or  all  of  the  property  be- 
longing to  said  trust  estate,  and  to  reinvest  the  proceeds 
thereof  in  other  investments,  securities  or  other  properties,  at 
its  absolute  discretion ;  but  the  defendant  is  unwilling  to  sell 
and  oonv^  the  real  property  particularly  described  in  plain- 
tiffs' complaint  for  the  sum  of  $226,000,  and  is  willing  to  sell 
said  real  property  at  a  greater  price  than  $226,000,  if  this 
honorable  court  will  confirm  the  sale  thereof.'' 
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On  the  thirty-first  day  of  October,  1902,  Rudolph  Spreckels, 
having  previonsly  been  granted  leave  so  to  do  by  the  courts 
filed  a  complaint  in  intervention.  After  confirming  by  appro- 
priate averments  the  allegations  of  plaintiffs'  complaint  as 
to  the  offer  of  the  sum  of  $226,000  for  said  property  and  al- 
leging  the  fairness  of  the  price  thus  offered,  the  intervener's 
complaint  proceeds  to  allege  that:  *' Intervener  further  avers 
that  the  defendant.  Union  Trust  Company  of  San  Francisco, 
then  and  there  accepted  the  said  offer  subject  only  to  the  con- 
dition that  this  honorable  court  would  confirm  ihe  said  sale, 
and  then  and  there  agreed  with  intervener  that  the  inter- 
vener should  buy  from  it,  the  said  Union  Trust  Company  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  said  Union  Trust  Company  of  San 
Francisco  should  sell  to  him,  and  the  said  intervener,  the  real 
property  in  said  complaint  described  for  the  said  sum  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  provided  that  this 
Honorable  Court  would  confirm  the  said  sale."  The  com- 
plaint in  intervention  also  alleges  that  "intervener  is  ready 
and  willing  to  complete  the  said  purchase."  The  prayer  of 
intervener's  complaint  is  "that  the  said  sale  be  confirmed  and 
that  the  defendant  be  directed  to  make,  execute  and  deliver 
to  said  intervener  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  conveyance 
conveying  the  said  property  with  a  merchantable  title  to  this 
intervener,"  etc. 

Mary  Pope  Murphy  and  Florence  Pope  Frank,  beneficiaries, 
as  before  explained,  of  the  trust  herein  mentioned,  and  plain- 
tiffs in  the  original  complaint,  and  the  defendant.  Union 
Trust  Company,  each  interposed  an  answer  to  the  complaint 
in  intervention,  specifically  denying  the  averments  thereof. 
The  complaint,  as  well  as  the  complaint  in  intervention,  is 
verified.  The  answer  of  the  defendant  to  the  complaint  in 
intervention,  among  other  averments,  contains  the  following: 
"Further  answering  this  complaint  of  intervener,  this  defend- 
ant alleges  that  it,  as  trustee  of  the  trust  set  forth  in  the  com- 
plaint of  plaintiffs,  had  a  verbal  understanding,  and  no  other, 
on  or  about  October  1st,  1902,  with  said  intervener,  that  it 
would  sell  the  real  properly  described  in  the  complaint  of 
plaintiffs,  to  said  intervener,  for  two  hundred  and  twenly- 
six  thousand  dollars,  provided  that  no  higher  sum  than  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars  was  offered  by  third 
persons  therefor  through  bids  made  in  this  Honorable  Court, 
and  provided  further,  that  the  sale  to  said  intervener  of  aaid 
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property  for  the  sam  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  or  the  sale  to  a  third  person  bidding  more  than 
two  hundred  and  twenty-six  thousand  dollars,  as  hereinabove 
mentioned,  should  receive  the  confirmation  of  this  Honorable 
Court*' 

Upon  the  issues  thus  made  up,  a  trial  was  had  and  judg- 
ment went  for  the  defendant,  dismissing  both  the  complaint 
and  the  complaint  in  intervention.  A  motion  for  a  new  trial 
was  made  by  intervener  and  refused  by  the  court  The  inter- 
vener appeals  from  the  judgment  and  from  the  order  denying 
his  motion  for  a  new  trial 

The  court,  from  the  evidence  adduced,  found  that  within 
ten  days  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  action,  as  alleged 
in  the  complaint,  the  defendant,  as  trustee,  was  offered  the 
sum  of  $226,000  for  the  real  property  involved  in  this  con- 
troversy, and  that  the  plaintiffs,  as  beneficiaries  under  the 
trust,  requested  the  defendant,  as  trustee,  before  the  inaugura- 
tion of  the  suit,  to  make  a  sale  and  conveyance  of  the  '^said 
real  property,  and  the  defendant  refused  to  do  so";  that  the 
said  offer  of  $226,000  was  made  for  said  real  property  to  de- 
fendant by  the  intervener,  Sudolph  Spreckels;  that  liie  ^'de- 
fendant did  not  at  any  time  agree  with  the  intervener  that  the 
intervener  should  buy  from  it,  or  that  the  defendant  should 
sell  to  the  said  intervener,  the  real  property  in  said  complaint 
described,  for  the  said  sum  of  $226,000  or  for  any  other  sum. 
That  the  defendant  did  not  at  any  time  agree  with  the  inter- 
vener that  the  intervener  should  buy  from  it,  or  that  the  de- 
fendant should  sell  to  the  said  intervener,  the  real  property 
in  said  complaint  described,  for  the  said  sum  of  $226,000,  or 
for  any  other  sum,  provided  that  this  court  would  confirm 
said  sale."  The  court  concluded  as  a  matter  of  law,  from  the 
facts  found,  that  ''the  defendant,  as  trustee  as  aforesaid,  is 
vested  with  full  power  and  authority  to  manage  the  said  trust 
property,  and  to  exercise  its  own  discretion  as  to  when,  and 
how,  and  to  whom,  and  upon  what  terms,  and  for  what  con- 
sideration it  shall  or  may  sell  and  convey  the  same,  without 
any  order  or  direction  of  this  court  in  the  premises/'  etc. 

At  the  trial  there  was  received  in  evidence,  over  the  objec- 
tion of  intervener,  a  written  offer  signed  by  one  Henry  Kahn, 
and  addressed  to  defendant,  to  purchase  the  property  in  dis- 
pute for  the  sum  of  $230,000,  or  $4,000  in  excess  of  the  sum 
offered  by  Mr.  Spreckels.    Accompanying   this  offer  was  a 
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check  for  $5,000,  payable  to  the  order  of  defendant,  and  ten- 
dered as  a  deposit  or  payment  on  account  of  said  proposed 
purchase  price. 

Counsel  for  respondents  contend  that^  so  far  as  the  inter- 
vener is  concerned,  the  proceeding  here  is  in  the  nature  of  and 
nothing  less  than  a  suit  for  the  specific  performance  of  a  con- 
tract to  sell  real  property.  This  contention  is  opposed  by  ap- 
pellant. It  is  claimed  by  him  that  the  proceeding,  ^'although 
cast  in  the  form  of  a  civil  action, ''  to  adopt  the  language  of 
his  counsel,  '^  amounts  to  no  more  than  a  report  by  a  trustee 
to  the  court,  of  the  fact  that  a  contract  of  sale  had  been  made 
by  him  and  a  request  of  the  judgment  of  the  court  confirming 
his  action  in  making  the  contract.''  In  its  practical  purpose 
and  effect,  it  would  at  least  appear  that  the  relief  sought  by 
the  suit  is  that  suggested  by  counsel  for  respondents.  But 
we  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  consider  the  case  from  that  point  of 
view.  We  deem  it  our  duty  rather  to  confine  ourselves  in  the 
consideration  of  the  record  and  in  reaching  a  conclusion  on 
this  appeal  to  the  theory  upon  which  the  cause  was  tried  in  the 
lower  court  and  as  presented  here  by  appellant.  And  we  do 
not,  therefore,  feel  called  upon  to  declare  whether  or  not,  as 
within  the  scope  of  intervener's  complaint  and  the  issues,  a  d^ 
cree  specifically  enforcing  the  performance  of  the  alleged  con* 
tract,  assuming  the  evidence  warranted  it,  could  appropriately 
have  been  demanded.  We  shall,  as  we  have  declared,  direct 
our  investigations  toward  the  solution  of  the  question  of 
whether  or  not  the  proceeding,  under  the  theory  of  appellant 
as  the  case  was  presented  in  the  court  below  and  urged  upon 
this  appeal,  was  one  by  which  the  controversy  upon  the  merits 
eould  be  definitively  or  at  all  determined  and  settled  by  the 
court.  What  we  are  asked  to  do  is  (to  quote  from  appellant's 
brief)  "to  reverse  the  judgment  for  failure  of  the  evidence 
to  support  the  finding  that  no  contract  was  made,  and  direct 
the  lower  court  to  enter  a  judgment  confirming  the  sale,  in 
accordance  with  the  evidence  introduced." 

Although  several  questions  are  presented  and  discussed  by 
counsel,  there  is,  after  all,  in  the  consideration  of  the  case 
upon  appellant's  theory,  but  one  point  necessary  to  be  noticed 
and  determined,  which  may  be  stated  in  the  form  of  a  ques- 
tion, thus:  Was  it  within  the  duty  of  the  court  under  the  law, 
viewed  through  the  circumstances  developed  at  the  trial,  to 
order  a  confirmation  of  the  asle,  assuming  that  a  perfect  agrea 
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ment  by  defendant  to  sell  to  intervener  had  been  made,  and 
assuming  that  ^'no  farther  and  higher  bids"  had  been  offered 
for  the  properly!  This  question  involves,  of  course,  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court  to  act  in  the  premises,  and  its  decision 
must  depend  upon  the  proposition,  first,  of  whether  there  is 
any  rule  of  law  requiring  confirmation  in  such  a  case,  and 
second,  if  there  be  no  law  upon  the  subject,  then  upon  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  authority  with  reference  to  the  trust 
property  vested  in  the  trustee  by  the  terms  and  provisions  of 
the  will  declaring  the  trusts.  If  the  trustee  is  clothed,  by  the 
instrument  creating  and  declaring  the  trusts,  with  plenary 
and  discretionary  authority  to  conclude  a  contract  for  the  sale 
and  disposition  and  investment  of  the  trust  property  and 
funds,  subject,  of  course,  to  the  purposes  of  the  trust,  without 
the  intervention  or  supervisory  control  of  the  court,  either  by 
the  commands  of  the  trust  clauses  of  the  will  or  of  law,  then 
this  proceeding  under  the  issues  as  framed  and  presented  must 
be  held  to  have  been  entirely  gratuitous  or  coram  non  judice. 

As  to  the  first  proposition,  there  cannot  be  found  in  our  law 
any  express  requirement  that  sales  of  property  by  a  trustee, 
testamentary  or  otherwise,  shall  be  confirmed  by  a  court. 
And  it  is  admitted  by  appellant  "that  there  is  no  decision 
in  this  state  fixing  the  rules  upon  which  a  court  may  or  may 
not  refuse  to  confirm  the  sale  of  a  trustee,"  although  he 
undertakes  to  maintain  that  upon  the  court  is  imposed  the 
legal  duty  of  confirming  the  sale  of  the  trustee  here  by 
analogy  to  the  court's  power  and  duty  to  confirm  the  sale  of 
an  executor.  But  as  to  whether  this  last-mentioned  position 
would  or  would  not  be  maintainable  under  certain  special 
circumstances,  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  decide.  We  are, 
in  the  absence  of  express  law  requiring  the  confirmation  of  a 
sale  by  a  testamentary  or  other  trustee  of  an  express  trust, 
to  look  to  the  instrument  creating  such  officer  and  defining 
his  duties,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with  what  authority 
over  the  trust  property  he  is  clothed  by  said  instrument,  and 
whether  such  authority  is  without  qualification  or  not  sub- 
ject under  any  circumstances  to  be  controlled  or  interfered 
with  by  a  court. 

The  last  will  and  testament  of  the  deceased  was  admitted  in 
evidence,  and  we  find  that  the  powers  granted  thereby  to  the 
trustee  over  the  trust  property  are  defined  in  the  following 
language:  "and  I  give  and  bequeath  to  said  three  trustees 
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(the  predecessors  of  defendant)  the  sum  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  upon  trust  to  invest  the  same  in  their  names  in 
any  funds  or  securities  of  the  United  States  or  of  the  Cily 
and  County  of  San  Francisco,  then  considered  responsible  and 
permanent,  or  in  improved  real  estate  in  the  City  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, or  to  place  the  same  out  at  mortgage  on  real  securities 
in  this  state,  or  in  any  other  state  in  the  United  States,  with 
the  liberty  to  change  the  investment  or  investments  at  their 
discretion  for  any  other,  of  the  kind  above  described,  and  to 
accumulate  the  yearly  income  and  profits  by  similar  invest- 
ments," etc.  It  will  at  once  be  observed  from  the  language 
thus  quoted  from  the  trust  clause  of  the  will  of  the  deceased, 
that  there  can  be  nothing  clearer  than  that  the  testator  in- 
tended to,  and  did  thereby,  confer  upon  the  trustees,  and  their 
successor,  defendant,  full,  complete  and  unquestionable  discre- 
tionary power  and  authority  to  deal  with  the  property  made 
the  subject  of  the  trust.  Indeed,  the  language  of  the  trust 
clause  is  so  plain  and  free  from  ambiguity  that  there  is  even 
no  dispute  here  as  to  what  the  testator  meant  and  intended 
by  it,  for  in  their  opening  brief,  counsel  for  appellant  say 
that  '*the  Union  Trust  Company,  defendant  herein,  holds  title 
to  a  certain  piece  of  real  property  situated  in  San  Francisco, 
on  the  comer  of  Summer  and  Montgomery  streets,  as  trustee 
under  the  will  of  Andrew  J.  Pope,  having  full  powers  of  sale 
in  relation  thereto/' 

We  think  the  court  was  without  jurisdiction  in  the  matter. 
The  trustee,  under  the  terms  of  the  instrument  of  its  creation, 
has,  as  seen,  absolute  discretion  vested  in  it  to  dispose  of  the 
trust  property  without  referring  a  proposed  sale  to  the  court 
for  its  judgment  as  to  whether  the  sale  or  contract  of  sale 
should  be  consummated  or  not.  There  is,  admittedly,  no  law, 
either  legislative  or  deducible  from  judicial  construction,  in 
this  state,  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case  at  bar, 
authorizes  any  such  proceeding,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  au- 
thority for  any  such  proceeding  in  the  trust  clause  of  the  wiU 
of  the  deceased,  the  same  could  amount  to  no  more  than  if  the 
parties  had  agreed  to  refer  the  proposition  of  sale  to  some 
third  party,  who  could,  of  course,  act  or  not  act  upon  the 
matter,  according  to  his  own  pleasure.  The  court  below,  after 
hearing  the  evidence  and  thus  learning  the  nature  of  the  pro- 
ceeding, concluded,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  no  duty  devolved 
upon  it  to  act  in  the  matter,  and  properly,  we  think,  dismissed 
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the  oomplaintB.  The  authorities  cited  by  counsel  relate  to  the 
duty  of  the  court  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  property  by  an 
executor.  They  are  not  in  point  here.  A  court  haying  juris- 
diction of  proceedings  involving  the  estates  of  deceased  persons 
always  retains  jurisdiction  over  such  estates  until  their  final 
settlement  and  the  discharge  of  the  executor  or  administrator. 
The  law  charges  courts  with  the  exercise  of  special  care  and 
control  over  such  proceedings,  and  the  statute  expressly  pro- 
vides for  and  requires  the  concurrence  of  the  court  in  sales 
by  executors  and  administrators  of  property  belonging  to  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons.  In  the  case  of  trust  property,  as 
we  have  shown  and  as  has  been  conceded,  there  is  no  such  duty 
expressly  imposed  upon  the  court  by  the  law,  and  the  court 
cannot  acquire  jurisdiction  to  exercise  or  perform  such  duty 
in  such  a  case  by  the  mere  agreement  of  the  parties.  We 
hold  that  the  proceeding  as  presented  submitted  for  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court  a  moot  question  only,  and  that  the  court's 
action  in  dismissing  the  complaints  was  absolutely  proper. 
From  this  view  of  the  case,  it  is  apparent  that  whether  the  evi- 
dence supports  the  findings  of  the  court  as  to  the  alleged 
contract,  or  whether  the  evidence  might  or  might  not  sustain 
a  decree  for  the  specific  performance  of  the  alleged  contract 
of  sale,  if  such  relief  may  be  said  to  be  within  the  fair  import 
of  the  complaint  in  intervention,  are  questions  which,  as  we 
have  before  indicated,  possess  no  significance  or  importance. 
Judgment  and  order  are  afSrmed 

Bumetty  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J^  concurred. 


[Grim.  No.  8L    Fint  Appellate  Distiiet— March  6,  1907.] 
Ex  Parte  WILLIAM  B.  VICE,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

HA«»Aiy  Ooipus — Cbiminal  Law — Embizzibicdit— Unlawvul  Commit* 
MSMT — Statuct  or  Limitations — ^A  piiBoner  who  is  held  to  an- 
swer upon  a  eiiminal  charge  of  embezzlement,  which  le  barred  bj 
the  ttatate  of  limitations  of  three  yean  after  the  commizeion  of  the 
offense,  Iz  nnlawfnllj  imprisoned  without  reasonable  or  probable 
esnse^  and  iz  entitled  to  be  discharged  upon  a  writ  of  hdbeoi  oorpui. 

lib— KmrifFFTr*^^  bt  Passxnoib  Aqkmv  or  BinjoAD  Gompant-^ 
SvowuDOS  or  OmGUiA— DucANB  UmiioissASTir-Where  the  de> 
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f endant  a8  passenger  agent  of  a  railroad  companj  embezzled  money 
for  the  sale  of  tickets  bj  appropriating  the  same  to  his  own  use, 
which  was  known  to  the  officers  of  the  eompanj  when  he  left  its 
employment,  no  demand  for  its  return  was  necessarj  to  constitute 
the  offense. 
Id. — ^Besidengs  m  Stati— Assumed  Name-^Bunnzno  of  Statxttb. — 
Where  the  defendant  resided  in  this  state  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mission of  the  offense,  the  fact  that  he  used  an  assumed  name  in 
another  part  of  the  state  does  not  constitute  anj  exception  to  pre- 
vent the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  He  was  ''an  in- 
habitant of  or  usuallj  resident  within  the  state,''  no  matter  what 
name  he  assumed. 

WBIT  of  habeas  corpus  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courL 
Lewis  H.  Smith,  and  B.  E.  Rhodes,  for  Petitioner. 

George  A.  Knight^  Aylett  B.  Cotton,  and  Bobert  Harrison, 
for  Respondent. 

COOPER,  P.  J. — It  is  alleged  in  the  petition  that  the  pris- 
oner is  unlawfully  imprisoned  and  restrained  of  his  liberty 
by  Thomas  P.  O'Neil,  sheriff  of  the  city  and  county  of  San 
Francisco.  The  imprisonment  is  claimed  to  be  unlawful  for 
the  alleged  reason  that  the  prisoner  has  been  committed  and 
held  to  answer  by  a  judge  of  the  police  court  of  the  said  city 
on  a  criminal  charge  of  embezzlement  without  reasonable  or 
probable  cause.  This  is  made  a  ground  for  discharging  a 
party  in  habeas  corpus  proceedings.  (Pen.  Code,  sec.  1487, 
subd.  7.)  And  a  discharge  in  such  case  is  the  rule  in  the  su- 
preme court  (Ez  parte  Stemes,  82  CaL  245,  [23  Pac.  38] ; 
In  re  Kennedy,  144  Cal.  635,  [103  Am.  St.  Rep.  117,  78  Pac 
34].) 

The  commitment  in  this  case,  so  far  as  material  here,  is  as 
follows:  ''The  People  of  the  State  of  California  to  the  Sheriff 
of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco:  An  order  haying 
this  day  been  made  by  me,  that  William  Robert  Vice,  com- 
plained of  as  W.  R.  Vice,  be  held  to  answer  upon  a  charge 
of  felony,  to  wit:  embezzlement,  committed  as  follows:  said 
William  Robert  Vice,  complained  of  as  W.  R.  Vice,  did  in  tht 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  CaUfomia^  on 
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or  about  the  24th  day  of  October,  1906,  who  on  or  about  the 
13th  day  of  April,  A.  D.  1903,  was  the  Clerk,  agent  and  ser- 
vant of  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  a  corporation  duly  or- 
ganized and  existing  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Utah,  and  doing  business  in  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco,  and  then  and  there  by  virtue  of  his  said  em- 
ployment and  trust  as  such  clerk,  agent  and  servant  on  or 
about  the  13th  day  of  April,  1903,  there  came  into  the  pos- 
session, care,  custody  and  control  of  him  the  said  William 
Bobert  Vice,  complained  of  as  W.  B.  Vice,  five  hundred  and 
eighly-four  dollars  in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  of  the  value  of  five  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars, 
in  lawful  money  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  the 
personal  property  of  the  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Co.,  a 
corporation  as  aforesaid,  and  he,  the  said  William  Robert  Vice, 
complained  of  as  W.  R.  Vice,  after  the  said  personal  property 
had  come  into  his  possession,  care,  custody  and  control,  as 
aforesaid,  did,  to  wit,  at  said  City  and  County  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, on  or  about  said  24th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1906,  will- 
fully, unlawfully,  fraudulently  and  feloniously  convert,  em- 
bezzle and  appropriate  the  same  to  his  own  use,  contrary  to  his 
trust  as  sudi  clerk,  agent  and  servant;  and  not  in  ttte  due 
and  lawful  execution  of  his  said  trust  and  employment 

''You  are  commanded  to  receive  him  the  said  William 
Bobert  Vice,  complained  of  as  W.  R.  Vice,  in  your  custody, 
and  detain  him  until  he  be  legally  discharged." 

It  is  provided  in  the  Penal  Code  (section  800) :  ''An  indict- 
ment for  any  other  felony  than  murder,  the  embezzlement  of 
public  money,  or  the  falsification  of  public  records,  must  be 
found,  or  an  information  filed,  within  three  years  after  its 
commission." 

Section  802  provides  that  if  when  the  offense  is  committed, 
"the  defendant  is  out  of  the  state  the  indictment  may  be 
found,  or  an  information  filed,  within  the  term  herein  limited 
after  his  coming  within  the  state,  and  no  time  during  which 
the  defendant  is  not  an  inhabitant  of,  or  usually  resident  with- 
in, this  state  is  part  of  the  limitation." 

There  is  no  claim  that  defendant  embezzled  public  money, 
nor  that  he  was  out  of  the  state  when  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted. We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  unless  it  was 
made  to  appear  that  the  offense  was  committed  within  three 
yean  prior  to  the  commitment,  there  was  no  reasonable  or 
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probable  cause  for  holding  the  defendant  The  evidence  taken 
down  before  fhe  magistrate  is  before  us,  and  the  facts  are  not 
disputed. 

It  appears  that  on  April  18,  1903,  the  prisoner  was  in  tho 
employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  their  pas- 
senger agent  in  fhe  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco.  His 
duties  were  the  usual  duties  of  a  passenger  agent,  to  solicit 
passenger  business,  collect  money  from  passengers  for  tickets, 
and  deliyer  tickets  to  them,  and  to  act  as  the  representatiye 
of  the  company  generally  in  handling  such  business,  and  has 
been  in  such  employ  since  1890.  On  tlie  said  thirteenth  day  of 
April,  1903,  he  sold  as  such  agent  to  one  Newman  certain  pas- 
senger tickets  to  be  thereafter  delivered  over  the  lines  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  collected  from  Newman  for  said 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  the  sum  of  $584,  which  he  failed  to  ac- 
count for  or  pay  over,  but  appropriated  to  his  own  use.  Prior 
to  May  1,  1903,  some  question  arose,  and  the  question  was 
discussed  as  to  Vice  giving  proper  accounts  of  the  moneys  re> 
eeived  for  tickets,  and  on  that  day  he  was  discharged,  or  at 
least  left  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 
The  officers  of  said  railroad  company  knew  the  fact  that  Vice 
had  collected  the  money  and  failed  to  pay  it  over  about  the 
time  he  was  discharged.  After  he  left  the  employ  of  the  rail- 
road company  he  immediately  went  to  Madera,  in  Madera 
county,  in  this  state,  and  has  ever  since  continued  to  reside 
in  that  county  under  the  assumed  name  of  Thomas  R.  Ryan. 
He  openly  resided  and  attended  to  business  in  said  county  of 
Madera  during  all  this  time,  but  under  said  assumed  name. 
On  October  24,  1906,  demand  was  made  upon  Vice  by  said 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  for  said  $584,  but  he  has 
never  turned  it  over  or  paid  it  to  said  company.  The  com- 
plaint was  filed  in  said  police  court  on  October  25, 1906,  charg- 
ing the  prisoner  with  the  crime  of  embezzlement. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  crime  had  become  barred  by 
the  statute  before  the  prisoner  was  arrested.  He  embezzled 
the  money  when  he  appropriated  it  to  his  own  use.  It  was 
his  duty,  as  the  agent  of  the  railroad  company,  to  pay  over 
and  account  for  the  money  he  received  as  such  agent  at  the 
time  he  received  it,  or  certainly  by  the  1st  of  May,  1903,  when 
he  left  the  employ  of  the  company.  He  could  have  been  ar- 
rested as  soon  as  he  failed  to  turn  over  the  money  to  his  em- 
ployer and  appropriated  it  to  his  own  use.    ▲  demand  was 
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not  necessary.  It  is  not  necessary  under  any  section  of  the 
Penal  Code  to  which  our  attention  has  been  called,  and  we 
have  found  no  such  section.  There  are  cases  in  this  state 
where  the  party  charged  has  held  the  funds  as  trustee,  or  in 
some  official  capacity,  and  the  evidence  has  failed  to  show  any 
parly  to  whom  the  defendant  could  legally  turn  over  the  funds, 
and  in  such  cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  crime  was  not 
proven.  Thus,  in  People  v.  Boyce,  106  CaL  173,  [37  Pac.  630, 
39  Pac.  524],  the  defendant  was  treasurer  of  the  Veterans' 
Home  Association,  and  deposited  the  money  in  a  bank  to  his 
personal  account  It  did  not  appear  that  he  was  ever  called 
upon  to  apply  the  money  to  any  need  of  the  association,  or  to 
make  any  particular  use  of  it,  or  to  put  it  in  any  special  place, 
or  that  any  demand  was  ever  made  upon  him  for  the  money. 
It  was  held  that  such  facts  were  not  sufficient  evidence  upon 
which  to  convict  defendant  of  embezzlement,  but  the  court 
said,  ''No  doubt  embezzlement  may  be  established,  imder  cer- 
tain circumstances,  without  proof  of  a  demand,  as  where  other 
evidence  clearly  shows  an  appropriation  by  an  employee  of 
his  employer's  funds  with  intent  to  do  so  fraudulently  and 
feloniously." 

In  People  v.  Page,  116  Cal.  394,  [48  Pao.  326],  the  defend- 
ant was  guardian  of  an  insane  person,  and  as  such  guardian 
had  the  right  to  the  money  in  his  custody  subject  to  the 
orders  of  the  court  He  had  drawn  the  money  he  held  in  trust 
from  the  Savings  and  Loan  Society,  but  it  did  not  appear  what 
he  did  with  it  The  court,  in  holding  the  evidence  to  be  in- 
sufficient to  justify  the  verdict,  said:  ''So  far  as  appears  the 
defendant  at  the  time  of  the  trial  may  have  still  had  the  money 
ready  to  be  paid  over  on  demand  to  anyone  authorized  to  re- 
ceive it*' 

The  supreme  court  of  Arizona  in  a  late  case  {Territory  y. 
Munroe  (Ariz.),  85  Pac.  651}  expressly  hold  that  a  demand  is 
not  necessary.  The  language  of  the  court  is:  "In  our  view 
the  offense,  which  is  purely  statutory,  is  complete  when  the 
property  is  fraudulently  converted.  Refusal  to  return  the 
property  upon  demand  has  always  been  held  to  be  evidence, 
and  in  some  cases  indispensable  evidence  of  intentional  conver- 
sion." 

In  volume  10,  American  and  English  Encyclopedia  of  Law, 
page  995,  second  edition,  it  is  said:  "Unless  the  statute  thus 
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requires  it  a  demand  is  not  necessary."     (See  the  cases  cited 
in  support  of  the  text  in  note  5,  Id,) 

It,  then,  being  clear  that  the  crime  for  which  the  prisoner 
was  committed  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  was 
there  reasonable  or  probable  cause  for  holding  him  to  an- 
swer! The  mandate  of  the  statute  is  plain  that  the  informa- 
tion must  be  filed  within  three  years  after  the  crime  has  been 
committed.  Is  there  reasonable  or  probable  cause  for  holding 
a  defendant  in  the  face  of  the  statute,  and  under  a  state  of 
facts  which  would  not  justify  a  conviction  f  Reasonable  or 
probable  cause  means  such  a  state  of  facts  as  would  lead  a 
man  of  ordinary  caution  and  prudence  to  believe  and  con- 
scientiously entertain  a  strong  suspicion  that  the  person  ac- 
cused is  guilty.  There  must  be  a  probability  that  a  crime 
has  been  committed  by  the  person  named  in  the  commitment, 
and  not  only  that  a  crime  has  been  committed  but  that  it  is 
one  that  has  not  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations. 
There  certainly  would  be  no  justification  for  a  magistrate 
holding  a  defendant  to  answer  in  a  criminal  case,  and  causing 
the  county  to  incur  the  expense  of  a  trial  in  a  case  where  it  is 
plain  that  there  is  no  probability  that  defendant  can  be  con- 
victed. This  is  not  a  case  in  which  it  is  uncertain  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  ofEense  has  become  barred  by  the  statute. 
There  is  no  conflict  as  to  when  the  crime  was  committed.  The 
evidence  shows  that  the  accused  does  not  come  within  the  ex- 
ceptions named  in  section  799  or  802  of  the  Penal  Code.  It  is 
urged  on  behalf  of  the  prosecution  that  because  the  defendant 
went  under  an  assumed  name  after  he  went  to  Madera  county, 
that  for  this  reason  he  was  not  ''an  inhabitant  of,  or  usually 
resident  within  this  state"  during  such  time.  We  cannot 
take  this  view  of  the  matter.  He  was  an  inhabitant  of  the 
state,  and  usually  resident  within  it,  no  matter  what  name  he 
assumed.  The  legislature  has  prescribed  the  period  of  limi- 
tation for  the  prosecution  of  criminal  cases.  It  has  named 
the  exceptions  in  which  the  case  is  taken  out  of  the  statute. 
It  is  not  for  the  courts  to  legislate  or  add  to  the  statute.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  courts  to  interpret  the  law  according  to  its  true 
meaning  and  intent,  even  if  the  consequences  are  not  what 
could  be  desired.    It  is  of  much  greater  importance  that  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


March,  1907  J  In  bb  Eidd.  159 

rules  and  interpretations  should  be  certain,  consistent,  and  ap- 
plied alike  to  all,  than  that  some  particular  case  should  meet 
vith  its  just  punishment. 
Let  the  prisoner  be  discharged. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[Ciiin.  No.  54.    Second  Appellate  Diatriet.— Mareli  9,  1007.] 
Application  of  J.  L.  KTDD  for  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Municipal  Obdinancb — ^Police  Poweb— Bbstbiction  op  Liqttob  Tba^ 
Pio. — The  law-making  power  of  a  mnnieipal  corporation  has  the  right, 
vnder  the  police  power,  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liqnors; 
and  a  municipal  ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  of  all  intoxicating 
fiqnors  therein,  excepting  a  specified  permission  to  hotel-keepers  to 
■ell  Tinona  and  malt  liqnors  served  in  the  dining-room  thereof  as 
part  of  a  regular  meal,  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power  of 
the  municipalitj. 

JfK — Constitutional  Law— -Unipobmitt  in  Opsbation. — ^The  eonsti- 
tntional  requirement  with  reference  to  the  uniformit7  in  operation 
of  an  laws  of  a  general  nature  has  no  application  to  wdinanees 
enacted  in  pursuance  of  the  police  power  to  regulate  the  Hqnor 
traffic,  in  which  there  is  an  unjust  discrimination. 

!». — ^No  Inhebbnt  Bioht  to  Engagb  in  Liquob  Tbappio— OPXBATIOir 
op  Exception. — ^There  is  no  inherent  right  in  a  citizen  to  engage 
in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors;  and  where  an  exception  to  the 
ordinance  prohibiting  such  right  is  based  upon  a  reasonable  distino- 
tion,  and  applies  alike  to  aU  hotel-keepers  of  the  class  excepted,  ono 
Bot  belonging  to  that  class,  who  is  imprisoned  for  a  violation  of  the 
ordinance,  has  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  hj  reason  of  the  exeeptloa. 

APPLICATION  for  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  test  tht 
validity  of  imprisonment  for  violation  of  an  ordinance  of  the 
city  of  Riverside. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Thomas  T.  Porteons,  for  Petitioner. 

W.  A.  Purington,  City  Attorn^,  for  Respondent. 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Application  by  petitioner  for  writ  of  haheoi 
corpus  based  upon  the  claim  that  his  imprisonment  for  the  vk>- 
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lation  of  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Riverside  is  illegal,  be- 
eanse  the  ordinance  so  violated  is  unconstitutional  and  void. 

This  ordinance,  regularly  adopted,  in  plain  terms  prohibits 
the  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  in  said  city  by  any  person, 
except  that  the  council  may  issue  a  permit  to  keepers  of  hotels 
having  forty  bedrooms  or  more  to  sell  vinous  and  malt  liquors 
served  in  the  dining-room  thereof  as  part  of  a  regular  meaL 
The  ordinance  is  claimed  to  destroy  petitioner's  right  to  en- 
gage in  business  upon  the  same  terms  as  other  citizens,  and 
that  it  creates  a  monopoly  in  favor  of  a  certain  class.  Let  the 
correctness  of  his  conclusions  be  assumed,  and  we  have  a  case 
where  the  law-making  power  is  regulating  a  business,  the  tend- 
ency of  which  is  injurious  to  the  public  morals,  safety  and 
welfare.  "The  statistics  of  every  state  show  a  greater  amount 
of  crime  and  misery  attributable  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits 
obtained  at  these  retail  liquor  saloons  than  any  other  source. 
.  .  .  There  is  no  inherent  right  in  a  citizen  thus  to  sell  in- 
toxicating liquors."  {Foster  v.  Police  Commissioners,  102 
Cal.  491,  [37  Pac.  763].)  It  is  only  a  calling  not  in  any  way 
injurious  to  the  community  which  every  one  has  a  right  to 
pursue.  (In  re  Parrott,  6  Saw.  349,  [1  Fed.  481] .)  That  the 
legislative  power  may  prohibit  a  trafSc  by  retail  of  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  is  conceded. 

If  the  governing  power  can  prohibit  a  thing  altogether,  it 
may  impose  such  conditions  upon  its  existence  as  it  pleases, 
even  arbitrary  ones.  {Ex  parte  Christensen,  85  Gal.  213,  [24 
Pac.  747].)  The  constitutional  requirement  with  reference  to 
the  uniformity  in  operation  of  aU  laws  of  a  general  nature 
has  no  application  to  ordinances  enacted  in  pursuance  of  a 
legitimate  exercise  of  the  police  power,  and  only  when  it  is 
manifest  that  there  is  an  unjust  discrimination  do  courts  inter- 
fere. {In  re  Zhizhuzza,  147  Cal.  334,  [81  Pac.  955].)  There 
being  no  inherent  right  to  engage  in  the  business  involved  in 
this  ordinance,  the  operation  of  the  exception  applying  alike 
to  all  of  the  class  so  excepted,  petitioner,  not  being  of  that 
dass,  and  in  no  wise  affected  by  its  operation  upon  the  class, 
has  no  cause  of  complaint.  Petitioner  presents  no  instance  of 
unjust  discrimination.  The  right  to  classify  exists.  The  dif- 
ference in  the  relation  which  the  ordinary  retail  liquor  dealer 
occupies  from  that  of  a  regular  hotel-keeper,  whose  business 
is  that  of  entertaining  guests  and  serving  vinous  and  malt 
liquors  with  meals  '*  suggests  a  reason  which  might  ratitnaUy 


Digitized  by 


Google 


March,  1907.]     In  bb  Estate  of  Eilborn.  161 

be  held  to  justify  the  diversity  in  the  legislation."  (Bloss 
V.  Levns,  109  Cal.  499,  [41  Pac.  1081].) 

The  ordinance,  in  our  opinion,  is  valid  and  a  proper  one  to 
be  enacted  in  the  exercise  of  police  power. 

Writ  denied. 

Shaw,  J^  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.  No.  851.    Saeond  Appellate  District.— March  9, 1907.] 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Estate  of  WILLIAM  HENRY  EIL- 
BORN,  Deceased.  JULIA  ANN  KILBORN  et  al..  Ap- 
pellants, V.  TITLE  INSURANCE  AND  TRUST  COM- 
PANY, Respondent. 

Kbtatbs  oj  Dbcxaszd  Persons — ^Pbobatb  of  Will — ^iNsumcisNT  Ob- 
jections.— Objections  to  the  probate  of  a  wiU,  that  the  testator 
had,  after  the  date  thereof,  executed  a  general  power  of  attomej 
to  his  wife,  and  believed  that  the  will  had  been  revoked;  that  cer- 
tain provisions  and  directions  therein  contained  were  invalid;  and 
that  the  will  was  not  the  will  of  the  testator,  without  the  statement 
of  f aets  to  justifj  such  conclusion — were  insufficient,  and  a  general 
dsmuzrer  thereto  was  properly  sustained. 

lA. — ^SmoT  OF  FowsB  OF  Attornst— -WUiL  NOT  Revoksd.— The  gen- 
eral power  of  attorney  to  the  wife  of  the  testator  ceased  to  be  opera- 
tive upon  the  death  of  the  testator;  and  its  execution  could  in  no 
sense  be  given  effect  as  a  revocation  of  the  prior  duly  executed  wilL 

iDd — Scope  of  Hearxno  on  Probate — ^Due  Execution — ^Vauditt  of 
Provisions* — ^The  court,  upon  the  hearing  of  a  petition  for  the 
probate  of  a  will,  Is  called  upon  merely  to  determine  the  validity 
of  its  execution.  The  sufficiency  or  invalidity  of  its  provisions  can- 
not then  be  determined,  but  will  be  determined  when  effect  Is 
songht  to  be  given  to  theuL 

In. — Order  GRAMnMO  Letters  to  Qualified  Corp- >ftATioN— Bond  not 
Bequired.— -An  order  granting  letters  testamentary  to  a  corporation 
named  as  eoexecutor,  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  under  its  articles 
of  incorporation,  and  having  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of  $250,000, 
without  requiring  any  bond  therefrom,  was  justified,  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  April  6,  1891  (Stats.  1891,  p.  490),  where 
BO  objection  was  raised  as  to  the  solvency  or  financial  responaibilitj 
«f  sneh  eorporatioau 
C  Od.  App.— U 
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Id. — Statute  not  Special  Legisiation.— The  fact  that  a  special  un- 
dertaking if  required  from  indiyidnals,  and  not  from  a  corporation 
having  the  required  capital,  does  not  render  the  act  of  1891  invalid 
as  special  legislation.  The  manner  of  affording  ample  securi^ 
to  those  interested  in  the  estate,  before  appointment,  is  the  subject 
of  general  law;  and  the  kind,  character  and  extent  of  the  security 
is  matter  for  the  legislature  to  determine. 

Id. — ^PowsB  Gw  OouBT  TO  Pbovide  Ample  SsoubitTw— Where  the  securi^ 
is  for  any  reason  insufficient,  the  court  has  general  power  to  provide 
further  secxuity,  if  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  the  estate  de- 
mand it;  and  this  power  extends,  in  such  case,  to  requiring  ad- 
ditional security  from  a  testamentary  corporation,  in  addition  to  the 
■eeurity  arising  from  its  paid-up  capital. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  admitting  a  will  to  probate,  and  from  an 
order  appointing  a  corporation  executor  without  bond.  N.  P. 
Conrey,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Will  D.  Gould,  and  E.  C.  Oggel,  for  Appellants. 

Morton,  Houser  &  Jones,  for  Respondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  and  order  admit- 
ting a  will  to  probate,  and  an  order  appointing  respondent 
coexecutor  thereunder  without  preliminary  undertaking. 

The  facts  are  these :  One  W.  H.  Eilborn  died  seised  of  cer- 
tain property  in  this  state,  leaving  a  will  by  which  all  of  such 
property  subject  to  testamentary  disposition  was  devised  to 
his  wife,  the  appellant,  and  the  Title  Insurance  and  Trust 
Company,  a  corporation,  as  cotrustees,  with  directions  to  con- 
vert all  of  his  real  estate  into  money,  invest  and  reinvest  the 
proceeds,  and  pay  the  income  thereof  quarterly  to  a  daughter 
during  her  life,  if  she  should  need  the  same  for  her  com- 
fortable support,  and  in  the  event  such  income  should  prove 
insufficient  for  such  support,  then  such  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal as  the  probate  court  might  order.  After  the  death  of 
the  daughter,  the  estate  remaining,  after  payment  of  certain 
specified  legacies,  was  devised  to  the  heirs  of  the  testator  in 
the  proportion  and  amount  to  which  they  would  be  entitled 
under  the  succession  laws  of  California. 
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This  will  was  filed  for  probate  by  the  respondent  corpora- 
tion, accompanied  by  the  usual  petition,  to  the  probate  of 
which  the  widow,  who  had  acquired  by  assignment  all  interest 
of  the  other  beneficiaries  specifically  named,  objected  because 
she  averred  that  the  testator  had  executed  a  general  power  of 
attorney  to  her  after  the  date  of  said  will,  and  said  testator 
believed  that  the  will  had  been  revoked.  Then  followed 
twenty  other  objections  to  said  probate,  none  of  which  related 
to  the  validity  of  the  execution  of  the  will,  but  all  as  to  the 
sufficiency  and  validity  of  certain  provisions  and  directions 
therein  contained,  with  the  exception  of  objection  *'r*'; 
which  is  the  statement  of  a  conclusion  that  the  instrument  is 
not  the  will  of  the  testator,  but  no  facts  are  set  out  warrant- 
ing such  conclusion. 

The  court  sustained  a  demurrer  to  these  objections,  and  the 
contestant  not  desiring  to  amend  the  same,  proof  was  taken 
as  required  by  section  1317,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and 
the  will  was  ordered  admitted  to  probate  and  a  certificate 
thereof,  duly  signed,  was  filed.  Thereupon,  the  widow  filed 
her  objections  to  the  granting  of  letters  testamentary  to  peti- 
tioner as  coexecutor  and  trustee,  assigning  as  objections  the 
fact  that  she  was  the  sole  party  interested  in  the  estate;  that 
the  appointment  of  petitioner  would  entail  unnecessary  ex- 
pense upon  the  estate,  and  that  the  petitioner  had  no  capacity 
or  authority  to  act  as  coexecutor  or  cotrustee.  These  objec- 
tions were  overruled  by  the  court  and  the  widow  and  respond- 
ent were  appointed  coexecutors  of  such  will.  The  widow  ac- 
cepted the  appointment  as  executor,  executed  her  undertaking 
and  qualified.  The  court  by  its  order  directed  letters  testa- 
mentary to  issue  to  respondent  without  an  independent  under- 
taking. 

We  perceive  no  error  in  the  action  of  the  court  sustaining 
the  demurrer  to  the  objections  filed  to  the  probate  of  the  will. 
The  execution  of  the  subsequent  power  of  attorney  to  the 
widow  was  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  It  ceased  to  be 
operative  upon  the  death  of  the  decedent,  and  its  execution 
could  in  no  sense  be  given  effect  as  a  revocation  of  the  prior 
duly  executed  will.  The  court  upon  a  petition  for  the  pro- 
bate of  a  will  is  called  upon  merely  to  determine  the  validity 
of  its  execution.  ''The  sufficiency  or  invalidity  of  its  provi- 
sions will  be  determined  when  effect  is  sought  to  be  given 
to  them,*'     (Estate  of  Pforr,  144  CaL  125,  [77  Pac  825].) 
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The  evidence  warranted  the  finding  that  the  will  was  duly 
executed,  and  that  the  testator  was  of  sound  and  disposing 
mind  and  memory  at  the  time  of  its  execution,  and  not  acting 
under  duress,  menace,  fraud  or  undue  influence. 

Under  the  act  of  April  6,  1891  (Stats.  1891,  p.  490),  re- 
spondent corporation  was  authorized  by  its  articles  of  incor- 
poration to  act  as  executor,  and  was  competent  and  eligible 
to  appointment;  and  being  named  in  the  will  as  one  of  the 
executors,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  so  appoint,  unless 
the  objections  thereto  were  of  a  character  warranting  the  court 
in  withholding  such  appointment.  None  of  the  objections 
filed  had  such  an  effect  It  will  be  noted  that  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  solvency  or  insolvency  of  the  respondent,  or 
its  financial  responsibility. 

Appellant  presents  with  much  earnestness  a  question  which 
relates  to  the  authority  of  the  court  to  order  the  issuance  of 
letters  testamentary  to  the  respondent  without  bond.  This 
order  is  justified  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1891,  abo^e 
referred  to,  which  in  terms  provide  that  when  a  corporation 
having  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of  $250,000  is  authorized  by  its 
articles  of  incorporation  to  act  as  executor,  it  must  be  ap- 
pointed without  bond  or  security  other  than  that  afforded 
by  the  deposit  of  securities  of  the  value  of  $200,000  with  the 
treasurer  of  state;  and  that  before  accepting  such  trust  the 
corporation  must  procure  a  certificate  from  the  board  of  bank 
commissioners  stating  that  it  has  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  this  law;  and  further  provides  that  the  revocation  of 
such  certificate  shall  be  cause  for  the  removal  of  said  corpora- 
tion from  such  trust. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  general  law  requires  a  preliminary 
undertaking  from  all  persons,  and  that  this  statute  excepts 
from  its  operation  a  class,  and,  therefore,  the  uniformity  of  the 
general  law  is  destroyed.  The  manner  of  affording  ample  se- 
curity to  those  interested  in  the  estate  before  appointment  is 
the  subject  matter  of  the  general  law.  What  that  security 
shall  be,  its  kind,  character  and  extent,  is  a  matter  for  the  legis- 
lature ;  and  as  said  by  the  supreme  court  of  Minnesota  in  the 
case  of  Minnesota  Loan  <fe  Trust  Co.  v.  Beebe,  40  Minn.  7, 
[41  N.  W.  232],  **if  they  deem  the  securities  deposited  with 
the  State  Auditor,  and  the  other  safeguards  placed  by  the 
statute  around  the  organization  and  management  of  such  cor- 
porations, to  insure  the  faithful  execution  of  all  trusts  imposed' 
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upon  them  as  an  equivalent  for  the  bond  and  oath  required 
of  natural  persona,  they  have  the  undoubted  power  so  to  pro- 
vide."  It  18  a  matter  of  no  concern  to  the  coexecutor  or 
devisees  under  the  will  how  such  security  is  afforded,  provided 
it  is  ample  for  their  protection.  This  protection  deemed  by 
the  legislature  to  be  ample  is  provided  under  the  general  law 
and  under  the  act  above  mentioned.  The  court  is  shorn  of 
no  power  in  connection  with  its  probate  jurisdiction.  The 
certificate  of  the  bank  commissioners  is  made  evidence  proper 
for  the  court  to  receive  in  determining  the  solvency  of  the 
corporation  and  the  propriety  of  its  appointment,  but  such 
certificate  is  not  conclusive  evidence  of  any  of  such  facts. 
Section  1349,  Code  of  CivU  Procedure,  provides  that  the 
court  may,  upon  objections,  decline  to  appoint  an  executor, 
although  named  in  the  will.  Appellant  made  no  objection  to 
the  appointment  of  the  respondent  based  upon  any  facts  tend- 
ing to  show  that  its  financial  condition  and  its  securities  on  de- 
posit were  not  such  as  to  afford  ample  protection  to  the  es- 
tate. Had  such  objections  been  made,  notwithstanding  the 
certificate  of  the  bank  commissioners,  it  would  have  been  with- 
in the  power  of  the  court  to  inquire  into  the  financial  condition 
of  the  petitioner,  and  if  it  should  appear  that  the  assets 
were  insufKcient  as  security  for  the  faithful  performance  of 
the  trust,  to  have  refused  the  appointment  Those  sections  of 
the  general  law  which  give  to  the  court  authority  to  require  ad- 
ditional security  from  an  executor  when  it  is  made  to  appear 
that  the  original  undertaking  is  insufficient  for  any  reason 
apply  to  the  equivalent  of  the  bond  given  by  a  corporation ; 
and  even  though  a  court  may  in  the  first  instance  appoint 
a  corporation  as  executor  without  bond,  yet  at  any  time  during 
the  administration  of  the  trust,  under  these  sections,  it  may  re- 
quire further  and  additional  security  if  satisfied  that  the  in- 
terests of  the  estate  demand  it.  This  act,  therefore,  in  our 
opinion,  grants  no  privilege  or  immunity  to  a  corporation. 
By  the  terms  of  the  act  the  corporation  is  required  to  amply 
secure  those  interested  in  the  estate  from  loss.  Natural  per- 
sons are  required  to  do  neither  more  nor  less;  and  while  the 
manner  of  furnishing  the  security  is  different,  one  is  the 
equivalent  of  the  other  and  the  burden  is  alike  upon  each. 

There  is  no  error  apparent  in  the  record,  and  the  judgment 
and  order  are  affirmed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  courts 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  l^ 
the  supreme  court  on  May  8, 1907. 


[CIt.  No.  278.    First  Appellate  District.— March  11,  1907.] 

LAGUNA     DRAINAGE      DISTRICT,      Respondent,      ▼• 
CHARLES    MARTIN    COMPANY,    AppeUant 

ACnON  TO  OONDEMN  LAND  FOB  DbAINAGB  DISTRICT — SECOND  APFXAL^ 

Law  ow  Cass. — In  an  action  to  condemn  a  strip  of  land  for  the 
use  of  a  drainage  district,  where  the  snfficiencj  of  the  complaint  and 
the  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  under  which  the 
drainage  district  was  organized  were  determined  npon  a  former 
appeal,  such  determination  is  the  law  of  the  case,  and  those  ques- 
tions  win  not  be  considered  upon  a  second  appeaL 

Ixh — ^FoBMEB  Judgment  in  Pbiob  Action  fob  Sams  Causs— Stipulated 
Judgment  as  to  Diffebbnt  Land  not  a  Bab. — ^A  former  judgment 
Sa  a  prior  action  for  the  same  cause  against  the  defendants'  prede- 
cessor, which  was  rendered  by  stipulation,  for  a  pipe-line  over 
different  land,  is  only  conclusive  as  to  the  land  occupied  by  the  pipe- 
line, and  is  not  a  bar  to  another  action  to  condemn  the  strip  claimed 
bat  not  adjudicated  in  the  prior  action. 

Id. — ^Effect  of  Stipulated  Jttdoment — ^Withdrawn  Claim  nov 
Abandoned. — ^By  the  stipulated  judgment  for  an  easement  upon 
different  land,  the  claim  for  the  land  described  in  the  complaint  was 
in  effect  withdrawn,  and  the  judgment  can  have  no  greater  effect 
than  if  the  complaint  had  asked  for  an  easement  to  lay  the  pipe- 
line over  the  precise  location  described  in  the  judgment.  It  did  not 
have  the  effect  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  abandon  forever 
its  right  to  condemn  the  land  in  controversy. 

Id. — Drainage  Ditch  a  Publio  Use — ^Necessity  fob  Dbainage— Db- 
tebmination  of  Boabd  C0NCLTJSiVE.--The  legislature  having  de- 
clared that  a  ditch  or  aqueduct  for  draining  and  reclaiming  lands  is  a 
public  use,  the  determination  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  drain- 
age district  as  to  the  necessity  for  draining  the  district  is  final, 
and  not  subject  to  review  by  the  courts. 

Id. — ^Pboof  of  Necessity  fob  Taking  Land  of  Defendant — Suppobit 
OF  Vebdict. — ^While  the  drainage  district  is  required  to  show  by 
proof  that  the  taking  of  the  strip  of  land  claimed  from  the  defend* 
ant  was  necessary  for  such  drainage,  it  ia  held  that  the  evidence 
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u  to  Buch  necessity  is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff. 
Id. — ^Dahagb  to  Land  not  Taken.— Eeld^  that  the  question  of  damages 
to  the  parcel  of  land  not  sought  to  be  condemned  was  fairlj  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury  on  the  evidence,  and  that  its  finding  as  to  the 
amount  of  damage  to  such  land  ia  a  fair  deduction  from  the  eri- 
dence. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Marin 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Thomas 
J.  Lennon,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

B.  S.  Lippitt,  and  F.  K.  Lippitt,  for  Appellant, 

Thomas  J.  Geary,  for  Respondent 

COOPER,  P.  J.— Action  for  condemnation.  Plaintiff  re- 
oovered  judgment.  Defendant  has  appealed  from  the  judg- 
menty  the  order  denying  its  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and  an 
order  allowing  plaintiflE  possession  of  the  property  pending 
the  appeal. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  plaintiff  is  a  puhlio  corpora- 
tion created  for  the  purpose  of  draining  a  part  of  the  lands 
of  the  state  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  drainage 
district  as  set  forth  in  the  complaint;  that  it  is  necessary  for 
the  purposes  of  draining  the  said  district  to  cut  down  and 
excavate  the  bed  of  a  natural  stream  leading  from  the  lower 
end  of  the  said  laguna  following  the  meanderings  of  the 
stream,  according  to  the  courses  and  distances  set  forth  in 
the  complaint,  the  width  of  the  said  easement  sought  being 
thirty  feet;  and  that  the  defendant  is  the  owner  of  the  piece 
or  parcel  of  land  sought  to  be  condemned;  that  the  only 
mode  of  draining  the  said  district  is  by  deepening  the  bed 
of  the  said  stream  and  placing  proper  contrivances  in  the 
channel  where  necessary  in  order  to  cany  the  water  unin- 
terrupted. It  concludes  with  a  prayer  that  the  strip  of  land 
may  be  taken,  held  and  used  by  plaintiff  for  the  uses  and 
purposes  set  forth  therein,  and  that  the  compensation  to  be 
paid  defendant  may  be  ascertained  and  fixed. 

The  defendant  demurred  to  the  complaint  upon  the  ground 
that  it  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
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action,  and  upon  the  further  ground  that  the  plaintiff  has 
not  the  legal  capacity  to  sue,  for  the  reason  that  the  act 
under  which  the  plaintiff  was  formed  is  unconstitutional. 

The  court  below  sustained  the  demurrer.  Judgment  was 
accordingly  entered  for  defendant.  From  that  judgment 
the  plaintiff  appealed^  and  the  judgment  was  reversed 
{Laguna  etc.  Dist.  v.  Chas.  Martin  Co.,  144  Cal.  209,  [77 
Pac.  933].)  The  supreme  court  held  against  defendant  on 
both  propositions  raised  by  the  demurrer,  and  fully  discussed 
the  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  under  which 
plaintiff  was  organized.  It  thus  became  the  law  of  the  case 
that  the  complaint  states  facts  sufficient  to  entitle  the  plain- 
tiff to  the  relief  demanded,  and  that  the  plaintiff  is  a  valid 
corporation  and  authorized  to  condemn  land  for  its  uses  and 
purposes.  We  will,  therefore,  not  discuss  further  the  argu- 
ment of  defendant's  counsel  that  the  act  under  which  the 
plaintiff  was  organized  is  unconstitutionaL 

Upon  the  going  down  of  the  remittitur  from  the  supreme 
court  the  defendant  filed  its  answer.  It  denied  that  it  was 
necessary  to  take  the  land  described  in  the  complaint  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  of  the  plaintiff.  It  also  pleaded  a  former 
judgment  between  the  same  parties  by  way  of  estoppel.  The 
case  was  tried  with  the  assistance  of  a  jury,  to  whom  three 
interrogatories  were  propounded  and  answered  as  follows: 

''Is  it  necessary  that  the  strip  of  land  described  in  the 
complaint  be  taken  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  uses  for  which  it 
is  sought  to  be  condemned!"    Answer:  ''Yes." 

"What  is  the  value  of  the  strip  of  land  sought  to  be  con- 
demned by  the  plaintiff  t ' '    Answer : ' '  One  hundred  dollars. ' ' 

"What  is  the  damage  to  the  balance  of  the  land  not  sought 
to  be  condemned  by  reason  of  its  severance  from  the  land 
sought  to  be  condemned,  and  the  construction  of  the  improve- 
ment proposed  by  the  plaintiff!"  Answer:  "Five  hundred 
dollars." 

Upon  this  verdict  judgment  was  entered  for  plaintiff,  and 
in  the  judgment  it  is  recited:  "That  the  use  to  which  the 
land  sought  to  be  taken  and  applied  is  a  use  authorized  by 
law.  The  issues  in  this  action  were  not  determined  in  the 
judgment  pleaded  by  the  defendant  in  his  answer  herein; 
that  the  judgment  described  in  the  answer  of  defendant  and 
duly  offered  in  evidence  by  the  defendant  is  not  a  bar  to  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  action  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
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the  plaintiff  is  not  estopped  from  prosecuting  the  present  ac- 
tion l^  reason  of  the  said  judgment"  The  court  also 
awarded  the  defendant  its  costs,  taxed  at  $123.20. 

No  error  is  claimed  as  to  any  instruction  given  the  jury, 
and  all  the  evidence,  and  the  reasonable  inferences  which  the 
jury  might  have  drawn  therefrom,  must  be  called  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  verdict  The  defendant  relies  upon  certain  rul- 
ings as  prejudicial,  and  insists  that  the  judgment  and  orders 
should  be  reversed  because  of  such  alleged  rulings. 

The  first  point  urged,  and  upon  which  the  defendant  places 
the  most  stress,  is  the  claim  that  plaintiff  is  estopped  by  rea- 
son of  a  former  judgment.  In  the  year  1889  the  plaintiff 
commenced  a  prior  action  against  Charles  Martin,  the  prede- 
cessor in  interest  of  the  defendant,  for  the  condemnation 
of  substantially  the  same  land  sought  to  be  condemned  in 
the  present  suit,  and  for  the  same  purpose,  to  wit,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  ditch  to  convey  away  the  waters,  and  drain 
the  lands  of  the  district.  During  the  trial  of  the  former 
suit,  and  before  its  conclusion,  the  parties  entered  into  a 
stipulation  to  the  effect  that  in  consideration  of  $250  the 
plaintiff  should  have  the  right  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  twelve 
inches  in  diameter  from  a  point  designated  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  laguna  in  a  straight  line  across  the  lands  of  Charles 
Martin,  for  a  distance  of  about  six  hundred  feet  to  a  curve 
in  the  stream,  the  said  pipe  to  be  laid  underground  and 
the  earth  filled  upon  it,  and  to  be  a  perpetual  easement  upon 
the  lands  of  the  said  Charles  Martin,  and  an  appurtenance 
to  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff.  The  stipulation  provided  that 
judgment  should  be  entered  accordingly,  which  was  done. 
The  judgment  described  the  location  of  the  pipe,  the  manner 
in  which  it  should  be  laid  and  maintained,  and  recited  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  the  stipulation.  The  line  so  de- 
scribed, and  over  which  the  pipe  was  laid,  was  not  over  or 
through  the  land  sought  to  be  condemned  for  a  ditch,  either 
as  described  in  the  former  action,  or  in  the  one  at  bar.  The 
plaintiff  paid  Martin  the  $250,  and  the  costs  incurred,  and 
proceeded  to  and  did  lay  the  twelve-inch  pipe  in  the  man- 
ner agreed  upon  and  provided  in  said  judgment.  The  rule 
is  that  a  judgment  upon  the  merits  rendered  in  a  former 
suit  between  the  same  parties,  or  their  privies,  in  the  same 
right,  upon  the  same  cause  of  action  by  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  is  conclusive  and  an  estoppel  in  all  other  ac- 
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tions  between  the  same  parties,  or  their  privies.  This  doc- 
trine applies  also  to  condemnation  proceedings,  unless  the 
facts  and  circumstances  in  the  second  suit  show  a  greater  or 
different  necessity  from  that  set  forth  in  the  first  suit.  Af- 
ter a  careful  consideration  of  the  record  in  the  former  suit, 
we  conclude  that  it  does  not  estop  the  plaintiff  in  maintain- 
ing this  one.  It  was  sought  in  the  former  action  to  condemn 
the  same  land  for  the  same  purpose^  and  if  that  issue  had 
been  determined,  in  the  absence  of  any  change  of  circum- 
stances, it  would  be  conclusive  here;  but  the  issue  was  not 
tried,  nor  was  it  determined.  By  stipulation  it  was  in  effect 
withdrawn,  and  an  agreement  made  for  an  easement  to  lay 
a  pipe  in  the  ground  of  defendant  not  within  the  descrip- 
tive calls  of  the  land  described  in  the  complaint.  No  land 
was  taken.  The  easement  to  lay  the  pipe  was  through  and 
over  different  land  from  that  described  in  the  complaint. 
The  plaintiff  agreed  to  pay,  and  did  pay,  $250  and  the  costs 
that  had  been  incurred  for  the  right  to  lay  the  pipe.  Judg- 
ment was  entered  upon  the  stipulation  evidently  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  agreement  set  forth  in  the  stipula- 
tion a  matter  of  record.  The  judgment  can  have  no  greater 
effect  than  if  the  complaint  had  asked  for  an  easement  to 
lay  a  twelve-inch  iron  pipe  over  the  precise  location  described 
in  the  judgment,  and  after  trial  the  court  had  determined 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  easement  as  prayed  for. 
In  such  case  the  judgment  would  be  an  estoppel  as  to  the 
question  of  the  right  to  lay  the  iron  pipe  in  the  ground  of 
defendant  as  located  and  described  in  the  judgment  It 
would  not  estop  the  plaintiff  from  again  bringing  an  action 
to  condemn  different  land  for  the  purposes  of  a  drainage 
ditch.  The  plaintiff  withdrew  its  claim  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  land  in  the  first  suit  by  reason  of  the  stipula- 
tion. The  issue  was,  therefore,  not  determined,  nor  could 
it  have  been  determined  if  we  regard  the  stipulation  as  a 
pleading  authorizing  a  judgment  for  a  different  easement 
over  different  land.  Suppose  the  stipulation  had  been  to 
allow  the  plaintiff  to  lay  an  iron  pipe  in  the  ground  of  de- 
fendant on  a  different  tract  of  land,  wholly  disconnected 
with  the  drainage  of  plaintiff's  land,  and  judgment  had 
been  entered  accordingly,  could  it  be  said  that  the  judg- 
ment would  estop  the  plaintiff  from  maintaining  the  pres- 
ent action!    The  issue  in  the  present  suit  is  as  to  the  necee- 
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sity  of  taking  the  land  described  in  the  complaint  for  the 
purposes  therein  set  forth.  After  the  stipulation  was  made 
in  the  prior  suit  no  such  issue  was  in  the  case.  It  is  not 
the  policy  of  the  law  to  estop  a  party  from  maintaining 
an  action  by  reason  of  a  prior  judgment  upon  an  entirely 
different  issue.  We  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  a 
judgment  upon  stipulation  by  consent  of  the  parties  is  bind- 
ing and  valid;  but  it  is  binding  only  as  to  the  matter  con- 
sented to  by  the  stipulation.  The  authority  for  the  judg- 
ment in  such  case  is  the  stipulation,  and  the  judgment  de- 
cides nothing  except  as  authorized  by  the  stipulation.  The 
plaintiff  paid  for  the  easement  it  took  by  stipulation  in  the 
prior  case.  The  law  compels  it  to  pay  for  the  land  con- 
demned in  the  present  case. 

In  Last  Chance  Min.  Co.  v.  Tyler  Min.  Co.,  157  U.  S.  683, 
[15  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  733],  it  appeared  that  in  a  prior  action 
between  the  same  parties,  in  which  the  Last  Chance  Min- 
ing Company  was  defendant,  it  had  answered,  and  issue  was 
joined  as  to  the  possession  of  a  certain  triangular  part  of  a 
mining  claim  and  the  ores  therefrom.  The  action  resulted  in  a 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff  in  said  prior  suit,  and  against  the 
Last  Chance  Mining  Company  by  reason  of  the  withdrawal  of 
its  answer.  The  Tyler  Mining  Company  afterward  amended 
its  application,  so  that  it  excluded  the  triangular  piece  of 
land  included  in  the  prior  suit.  The  other  portions  of  the 
claim  of  the  Last  Chance  Mining  Company,  except  the  tri- 
angle, were  not  involved  in  the  prior  suit.  The  court  held 
that  the  judgment  was  not  an  estoppel  except  as  to  the  tri- 
angle, and  in  the  opinion  said:  ''The  particular  matter  in 
controversy  in  the  adverse  suit  was  the  triangular  piece  of 
ground,  which  is  not  the  matter  in  dispute  in  this  action. 
The  judgment  in  that  case  is  therefore  not  conclusive  as  to 
matters  which  might  have  been  decided,  but  only  as  to  mat- 
ters which  were  in  fact  decided." 

In  Haldeman  v.  United  States,  91  U.  S.  584,  it  was  held 
that  a  judgment  by  consent  dismissing  a  prior  suit  was  not 
a  bar.  The  court  said:  ''But  there  must  be  at  least  one  trial 
of  a  right  between  the  parties  before  there  can  be  said  to  be 
an  end  of  the  dispute,  and  before  a  former  judgment  can 
avail  as  a  bar  to  another  suit.  •  .  .  There  was  neither  trial, 
nor  decision,  nor  averment  even,  that  the  parties  had,  by 
agreement,  adjusted  the  matter  in  controveiqr*  •  •  • 
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But  the  general  entry  of  the  dismissal  of  a  suit  by  agree- 
ment is  no  evidence  of  an  intention  to  abandon  the  claim  on 
which  it  is  founded,  but  rather  of  a  purpose  to  preserve  the 
right  to  institute  a  new  suit  if  it  becomes  necessary.  It  is 
a  withdrawal  of  a  suit  upon  terms.  These  terms  may  be 
more  or  less  important;  they  may  refer  to  costs,  or  they 
may  embrace  a  full  settlement  of  the  contested  i>oints.  If 
fhey  are  sufficient  to  estop  the  plaintiff  the  plea  must  show 
it" 

Applying  the  reasoning  of  the  above  case  to  the  case  at  bar 
the  stipulation  does  not  show  that  plaintiff  agreed  to  aban- 
don its  right  forever  to  condenm  the  land  in  controversy. 

In  McCormick  v.  Oross,  135  Cal.  804,  [67  Pac.  766],  it 
was  held  that  in  an  action  of  replevin,  the  plea  in  abatement 
of  a  prior  action  pending  between  the  same  plaintiff  against 
the  same  defendant  to  recover  money  alleged  to  be  due  un- 
der a  contract  for  the  price  of  the  same  property  was  not 
good.  In  the  opinion  it  is  said:  "It  is  provided  in  section 
1908  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  that  a  judgment  or  order 
in  certain  cases  is  conclusive  between  the  parties  as  *to  the 
matter  directly  adjudged,'  and  in  section  1911,  *that  only 
is  deemed  to  have  been  adjudged  in  a  former  judgment  whidi 
appears  upon  its  face  to  have  been  so  adjudged,  or  which 
was  actually  and  necessarily  included  therein  or  necessary 
thereto.'  " 

In  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Harrison  in  Oakland  v.  Oak- 
land Water  Front  Co.,  118  Cal.  220,  [50  Pac.  300],  the  doc- 
trine  of  estoppel  by  reason  of  a  former  judgment  is  fully 
discussed,  and  the  authorities  cited.  It  is  there  said:  ''The 
form  of  the  judgment  is  inmiaterial,  but  unless  it  appear 
from  the  record  that  it  was  given  upon  a  consideration  of 
the  merits  of  the  controversy,  or  if  it  affirmatively  appears 
that  the  merits  were  not  considered,  it  is  not  available  as  an 
estoppel." 

In  Hughes  v.  United  States,  4  Wall.  232,  the  court  said: 
**In  order  that  a  judgment  may  constitute  a  bar  to  another 
suit  it  must  be  rendered  in  a  proceeding  between  the  same 
parties,  or  their  privies,  and  the  point  of  controversy  must 
be  the  same  in  both  cases,  and  must  be  determined  on  its  mer- 
its. If  the  first  suit  was  dismissed  for  defect  of  pleadings 
or  parties,  or  a  misconception  of  the  form  of  proceeding,  or 
the  want  of  jurisdiction,  or  was  disposed  of  on  any  ground' 
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which  did  not  go  to  the  merits  of  the  action,  the  judgment 
rendered  will  prove  no  bar  to  another  suit." 

In  Foster  ▼.  The  Richard  Busteed,  100  Mass.  409,  [1  Anu 
Bep.  125],  the  role  is  thus  stated:  *'To  be  a  bar  to  future  pro- 
ceedings it  must  appear  that  the  former  judgment  necessarily 
involved  the  determination  of  the  same  fact  to  prove  or  dis- 
prove which  it  is  pleaded  or  introduced  in  evidence.  It  is  not 
enough  that  the  question  was  one  of  the  issues  in  the  former 
suit.  It  must  also  appear  to  have  been  precisely  determined.'' 
(See  Freeman  v.  Marshal,  137  Cal.  159,  [69  Pac.  986]; 
Bphraim  v.  Pacific  Bank,  136  Cal.  646,  [69  Pac,  436] ;  Free- 
man on  Judgments,  sees.  251,  253,  256,  257,  260,  271;  KniU 
singer  v.  Brown,  72  Ind.  468.) 

It  may  further  be  said  that  the  complaint  having  alleged, 
and  the  jury  having  found,  that  the  taking  of  the  land  is 
now  necessary  for  the  uses  and  purposes  of  plaintiff,  the  pre- 
sumption, in  the  absence  of  evidence,  is  that  new  facts  and 
circumstances  were  shown.  It  is  claimed  by  the  defendant 
that  the  former  judgment  in  effect  determined  that  it  was 
not  then  necessary  to  take  the  land  for  the  purposes  of  a 
ditch.  The  evidence  showing  that  it  is  now  necessary  to 
take  it,  the  burden  is  placed  upon  defendant  to  show,  not 
only  the  prior  judgment  between  the  same  parties  as  to  the 
same  subject  matter,  involving  the  same  issue,  but  that  there 
have  been  no  new  facts  or  circumstances  to  now  justify  the 
taking.  Our  attention  has  not  been  called  to  any  evidence 
showing  such  fact,  and  we  have  been  unable  to  &id  any  in 
the  record.  On  the  other  hand,  plaintiff's  witness  Frost,  a 
eivil  engineer,  testified  that  in  April,  1903,  he  found  the 
water  standing  five  feet  deep  on  the  land  in  the  lagoon  at  a 
point  five  thousand  feet  above  the  bridge;  that  the  natural 
outlet  of  the  laguna  is  the  creek,  the  bed  of  which  should 
be  widened,  deepened  and  cleaned  out;  that  the  proposed 
plan  is  the  only  practicable  plan  of  draining  the  lagoon,  and 
the  quantity  of  land  proposed  to  be  taken  is  a  little  over 
half  an  acre.  Dodge,  a  civil  engineer,  also  testified  that  to 
carry  the  flow  of  water  it  is  necessary  to  excavate  the  ditch 
a  distance  of  eight  hundred  and  forty  feet  below  the  bridge. 
When  asked  if  the  pipe-line  would  carry  off  the  water  of  the 
lagoon  as  well  as  the  natural  flow  of  the  creek,  he  answered : 
"It  won't  run  off  at  all;  no  natural  flow  of  the  creek.  The 
natural  flow  of  the  creek  is  four  feet  higher  than  the  lagoon. 
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The  bed  of  the  ereek  below  the  bridge  has  been  raised  sev- 
eral feet  since  I  surveyed  it  in  1888."  There  is  other  tes- 
timony, but  the  above  is  sufficient  to  show  the  present  neces- 
sity for  taking  the  land  for  the  public  use  designated  in  the 
complaint. 

Defendant  contends  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  pub- 
lic improvement  proposed — ^the  drainage  of  the  lands  in- 
cluded in  the  district.  As  before  stated,  it  has  been  held 
that  the  district  is  a  corporation  created  and  existing  un- 
der a  valid  act  of  the  legislature.  The  board  of  trustees  of 
the  district  employed  civil  engineers  to  survey,  plan,  locate 
and  estimate  the  cost  of  the  works  necessary  to  drain  the 
district,  and  determined  that  it  was  necessary  to  drain  the 
district  in  accordance  with  the  plans  of  the  engineers.  The 
determination  of  the  board  of  trustees  as  to  the  necessity 
for  draining  the  district  is  final  in  this  case.  It  is  not  a 
matter  that  is  subject  to  review  by  the  courts.  The  plain- 
tiff is  a  corporation  authorized  to  drain  and  reclaim  lands. 
A  ditch  or  aqueduct  for  draining  or  reclaiming  land  has 
been  declared  by  the  legislature  to  be  a  public  use.  (Code 
Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1238,  subd.  4.)  It  was,  therefore,  not  neces- 
sary to  prove  that  the  drainage  of  the  district  was  necessary, 
but  only  that  the  taking  of  the  lands  of  defendant  was  neces- 
sary for  such  drainage.  {City  of  Pasadena  v.  Stimson,  91 
Cal.  238,  [27  Pac.  604] ;  Santa  Ana  v.  Harlin,  99  Cal.  539, 
[34  Pac.  224].)  As  to  the  necessity  for  taking  the  land, 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  for  plaintiff,  and  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that  the  evidence  supports  it. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  court  erred  in  certain  rulings  as  to 
the  amount  of  damage  to  which  the  defendant  was  entitled 
by  the  severance  of  the  land  not  sought  to  be  condemned 
from  the  portion  sought  to  be  condemned.  We  have  ex- 
amined the  rulings,  and  find  nothing  of  sufficient  impor- 
tance to  justify  a  reversal  of  the  case.  The  principal  claim 
is  that  defendant  should  have  been  permitted  to  show  that 
the  portion  of  its  land  north  of  the  road  and  adjacent  to 
the  laguna  receives  moisture  by  the  seepage  from  the  laguna, 
and  that  the  drainage  of  the  laguna  will  damage  its  land 
by  depriving  it  of  such  moisture.  The  evidence  offered  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  this  was  that  of  the  Martina.  By 
examining  the  testimony  of  Charles  Martin  we  find  that  he 
testified  that  "the  pipe  as  it  is  now  constructed,  in  conneo- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


March,  1907.]        Db  Wolpskill  v.  Smith.  176 

tion  with  the  creek,  drains  the  lagoon,  and  carries  the  water 
from  the  lagoon  in  time  to  permit  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
lagoon."  He  further  testified  that  the  water  has  been  off  the 
lagoon  sufficient  to  permit  its  cultivation  by  the  first  of  May 
during  the  average  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  Charles  E. 
Martin  testified  that  the  water  is  off  the  lagoon  in  May. 
''The  pipe  carries  the  water  away  until  it  is  entirely  dried 
up.  There  has  not  been  a  year  to  my  knowledge  when  that 
pipe  has  not  carried  away  the  water,  and  entirely  dried  the 
lagoon.''  It  is  thus  seen  that  when  defendant  claims  that 
the  condemnation  is  not  necessary  it  produces  evidence  to 
show  that  the  old  pipe  drained  the  laguna  dry  l^y  the  first 
of  May,  and  then,  on  the  question  of  damages,  it  offered  evi- 
dence to  prove  that  draining  the  laguna  by  the  proposed 
system  would  deprive  it  of  the  seepage  from  the  laguna  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  ques- 
tion of  damages  to  the  parcel  of  land  not  sought  to  be  con- 
demned was  fairly  submitted  to  the  jury  on  the  evidence, 
and  its  finding  of  $500  damage  to  such  land  is  a  fair  deduc- 
tion from  the  evidence. 
The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Hall,  J.y  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred* 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  May  9,  1907. 


[GiT.  No.  331.    Second  Appellate  District.— March  11,  1907.] 

ELENA    P.    DB    WOLPSKILL,    Appellant,    v.    GEO.    A, 
SMITH  and  DATUS  E.  MYERS,  Eespondentau 

Wateb  Bights — ^Wateb  FLOwnro  fbou  Wells  on  Abandoned  On« 
Claim — Ineffective  Deed. — ^Where  an  oil  mining  claim  lias  been 
abandoned  by  the  owner,  after  rrinking  several  wells  thereon,  without 
the  discovery  of  oil,  the  abandoned  claim  reverts  to  its  original 
status  as  part  of  the  public  domain ;  and  a  subsequent  deed  from  the 
original  owner,  conveying  all  right  in  the  land  and  in  the  weUs 
and  water  therein  and  flowing  therefrom,  is  ineffective  la  eonv^ 
any  interest  in  the  land  or  water. 
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Id. — Appbopbiation  or  Wateb  in  Stbeaks  on  Pttbuo  IjAND— Obiqin 
Immatebial — ^Percolation. — ^Water  flowing  in  a  stream  on  public 
land,  whether  from  a  spring,  or  from  abandoned  wells  situated 
thereon,  is  subject  to  appropriation  under  section  410  of  the  Civil 
Code.  The  fact  that  the  stream  maj  be  owing  to  the  percolation 
of  water,  whether  caused  naturallj  in  a  flowing  spring  or  artifically 
in  flowing  wells  bored  in  the  ground,  is  immateriaL  The  stream  in 
each  case  is  equally  the  subject  of  appropriation. 

Id. — Modi  or  Appbopbiation — ^Notzck— Diligent  Pbosxcution  or  Work 
— ^Relation  to  Notice— Hindbanob  by  Sbttleb.— Under  the  Civil 
Code,  the  posting  of  the  notiee  of  claim  to  the  water  does  not  alone 
constitute  an  appropriation,  but  within  siztj  days  thereafter  the 
construction  of  the  means  of  diversion  must  be  eommenced  and  pros- 
ecuted diligently  and  uninterruptedly^  and  when  completed  the 
claimant  *B  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  relates  to  the  time  of  post- 
ing the  notice.  But  where  the  wells  were  capped  by  a  subsequent 
settler  on  the  land  so  as  to  hinder  the  completion  of  the  work,  said 
settler  is  in  no  condition  to  assert  that  the  claimant  had  failed  to 
prosecute  the  work  with  diligence  and  to  become  an  active  appro- 
priator. 

Id. — Pbiobitt  or  Bight  or  Wat  Against  Settlebs. — ^Under  the  act  of 
Congress  of  July  16,  1866,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  the  right 
of  way  for  vested  and  accrued  water  rights  and  rights  to  ditches 
used  in  connection  therewith  are  assured  against  subsequent  set- 
tlers  and   homestead   claimants. 

Id. — ErrxGT  or  Posting  Notice — ^Vested  Bight. — ^By  posting  the  no- 
tice of  claim  in  a  conspicuous  place  at  each  of  the  wells,  before  any 
settlement  including  the  same,  the  claimant  became  vested  with  the 
right  to  use  the  stream  of  water  flowing  therefrom,  together  with 
the  right  to  construct  ovor  and  across  the  land  the  necessary  ditches 
to  convert  and  conduct  the  same  to  the  place  of  intended  use^  as 
against  any  subsequent  settlers  whose  claim  included  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof. 

Id.— SurnoiENT  Becobd  or  Nones— Aoknowledgmbht  not  Bbquibbd. 
Where  the  notice  posted  at  each  well  was  identical,  it  was  only 
necessary  to  record  one  copy  thereof^  and  no  acknowledgment  of 
the  notice  wss  necessary  to  insure  its  proper  record.  The  purpose 
of  recording  is  to  furnish  notice  of  claimant's  rights  to  subsequent 
settlers  upon  the  land,  or  subsequent  appropriators  of  the  water;  and 
the  record  of  a  single  copy  of  the  notice  is  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Id.— Bight  or  Way  roB  Pipe-unx^— The  fact  that  one  of  the  defend- 
ants, prior  to  plaintiff's  appropriation  of  the  stream  of  water,  had 
taken  steps  to  obtain  a  right  of  way  for  a  pipe-line  over  the  land, 
the  boundaries  of  which  proposed  right  of  way  included  the  land 
•n  which  the  wells  were  located,  gave  him  no  right  as  against  plain- 
tiff's  appropriation  of  the  stream  of  water  flowing  therefrom. 
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l0. — ^LiMiT  or  Vested  Wateb  Right — Developmsnt  of  Additional 
Wblls  not  Included. — The  Tested  water  right  belonging  to  the 
appropriator  of  the  stream  of  water  flowing  from  the  existing  welhi, 
as  against  subsequent  claimants  of  the  land,  is  limited  to  the  right 
to  complete  the  construction  of  the  ditch  so  as  to  divert  such  stream 
to  the  point  of  intended  use,  and  does  not  include  the  right  to 
enter  upon  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  developing  water  hj  boring 
additional  wells. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Biyer* 
tide  County.    J.  S.  Noyes,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Barstow  &  Yariel,  and  Thomas  T.  Porteous,  for  Appellant 

John  O.  North,  and  0.  P.  Sanders,  for  Bespondents. 

SHAW,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment  in  favor  of  defendants. 
This  action  involves  the  right  to  water  flowing  from  artesian 
weUs  located  upon  government  land. 

It  is  based  upon  the  following  facts :  Sometime  during  the 
year  1900  an  oil  company  commenced  boring  for  oil  in  a 
canyon  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  4,  township  3  south,  range  2  west,  S.  B.  M.  It  con- 
tinued the  prosecution  of  its  work  until  January,  1901,  when, 
after  having  bored  three  wells  and  found  no  oil  or  other 
mineral  substance,  it  abandoned  the  work.  At  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  said  work,  and  up  to  October  20, 
1902,  the  said  land  was  unsurveyed  land  of  the  government, 
and,  except  as  to  the  time  that  said  oil  company  was  prose- 
cuting said  work,  was  unoccupied.  The  three  weUs  bored 
are  in  line  with  the  bed  of  the  canyon,  distant  about  five 
hundred  feet  apart.  The  lower  well  has  since  its  comple- 
tion by  said  oil  company  flowed  five  inches  of  water,  measured 
under  a  four-inch  pressure;  the  second  or  middle  well,  three 
inches  under  like  measurement;  and  from  the  upper  well  no 
water  at  all  flows.  On  the  ninth  day  of  October,  1902,  and 
after  the  oil  company  had  abandoned  all  work  upon  the  prem- 
ises upon  which  said  wells  were  located,  it  executed  to  the 
plaintiff  a  deed  whereby,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  it  pur- 
ported to  convey  to  said  plaintiff  all  its  right,  title  and  in- 
terest in  and  to  said  forty  acres  of  land  and  said  wells  and 
fi  OaL  App.— la 
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the  water  therein  and  flowing  therefrom.  That  thereafter, 
on  October  13,  1902,  plaintiff  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place 
at  each  of  said  wells  a  notice  of  appropriation,  as  follows: 

''NOTICE  OP  APPEOPRIATION  OP  WATER. 

"Take  notice  that  the  undersigned  claims  fifteen  hundred 
inches  of  water  measured  under  a  four-inch  pressure  flow- 
ing from  and  at  the  wells  bored  by  the  San  Jacinto  Oil  C!om- 
pany  on  the  land  which  would  be  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  four,  township  three  south,  range  two  west,  San 
Bernardino  meridian,  if  said  land  were  surveyed  by  the 
United  States,  and  I  intend  to  divert  said  water  at  the  three 
several  points  where  this  notice  is  x>osted,  to  wit^  at  each 
of  said  wells  bored  by  the  San  Jacinto  Oil  Co. 

"I  intend  to  use  said  water  for  domestic  and  irrigation  pur- 
poses on  the  land  which  was  known  as  the  Bancho  San  Ja- 
cinto Nuevo  and  the  Moreno,  Lakeview  and  Alessandro  Col- 
onies and  adjoining  lands  in  the  counly  of  Riverside,  state 
of  California. 

"I  intend  to  divert  said  water  by  means  of  ditches  of  suffi- 
cient capacity  to  carry  same,  leading  from  each  of  said  points. 

"Dated  the  thirteenth  day  of  October,  1902. 

"ELENA  P.  de  WOLPSKILL. 
"Witness: 

"DAVID  G.  WOLPSKILL.'' 

That  on  October  16th  following  one  copy  of  the  above  no- 
tice was  filed  for  record  in  the  office  of  the  counly  recorder 
of  Riverside  county,  but  that  neither  of  said  notices  or  copy 
filed  was  ever  acknowledged. 

That  on  October  20, 1902,  one  of  the  defendants,  George  A. 
Smith,  entered  upon  and  took  possession  of  the  entire  north- 
west quarter  of  said  section  as  a  homestead  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  since  said  date  Smith  has  been  in 
possession  of  said  premises  and  of  the  wells  located  thereon 
and  the  water  flowing  therefrom,  and  has  fully  complied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  the  acquisition  of  gov- 
ernment land  by  settlers  thereon  for  homesteads. 

That  on  August  21,  1902,  Datus  E.  Myers  did,  under  and 
in  accordance  with  a  certain  act  of  Congress,  file  in  the  proper 
United  States  land  office  certain  documents,  data  and  maps 
required  by  said  act  of  Congress,  whereby  he  located  a  right 
of  way  for  a  pipe-line  one  hundred  feet  in  width  and  extend- 
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ing  across  and  through  said  forty  acres  upon  which  said  wells 
were  located,  and  embracing  within  its  boundary  lines  the  land 
upon  which  all  of  said  wells  are  located.  That  thereafter, 
on  November  17,  1902,  said  Myers,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
entitled,  **An  Act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Valentine," 
selected  said  southeast  quarter  of  said  northwest  quarter,  and 
being  the  forty  acres  upon  which  said  wells  were  located,  and 
duly  filed  certificate  of  location  **E  No.  20,"  for  forty  acres 
of  land  issued  in  accordance  with  said  act»  and  said  selection 
was  allowed. 

That  plaintiff  duly  commenced  the  construction  of  the  ditch 
required  to  conv^  the  water  sought  to  be  appropriated  to 
her  land  and  prosecuted  the  work  continuously  until,  at  the 
instance  of  defendant  Smith,  she  was  enjoined  from  entering 
or  working  upon  the  northwest  quarter  of  said  section  on 
which  he  had,  on  October  20,  1902,  located  his  homestead. 

That  said  defendant  Smith  capped  the  wells,  fenced  the 
land  in  and  prevented  plaintiff  from  doing  any  work  on  said 
premises,  or  taking  or  diverting  any  water  therefrom,  and 
claims  the  right  so  to  do  by  virtue  of  this  daim  and  occupancy 
of  said  premises  as  a  homestead. 

No  issue  as  between  defendants  is  involved,  the  sole  question 
being  the  right  of  plaintiff  as  against  both  defendants.  From 
a  judgment  in  favor  of  defendants  the  plaintiff  appeals. 

Appellant  bases  her  claim  to  the  water,  first,  upon  the  deed 
of  conveyance  from  the  oil  company;  second,  upon  the  no- 
tice of  appropriation,  duly  followed  (so  far  as  not  prevented 
1^  the  acts  of  defendant  Smith)  by  the  statutory  steps  re- 
quired for  the  actual  appropriation  of  water  subject  to  ap- 
propriation under  the  laws  of  this  state.  As  against  plain- 
tiff, the  defendant  Myers  claims  the  water  by  virtue,  first, 
that  the  wells  are  located  within  the  boundary  lines  of  the 
right  of  way  for  the  pipe-line  which  he  located  on  August 
21,  1902,  which  location  was  prior  in  date  to  either  the  al- 
leged posting  of  notice  of  appropriation  or  purchase  made  by 
plaintiff ;  second,  that  his  selection  of  the  forty  acres  of  land 
under  the  Valentine  scrip  entitles  him  to  the  flow  of  the  wells 
as  against  plaintiff. 

Smith's  claim  is  by  virtue  of  his  being  an  actual  occupant 
of  the  land  under  the  homestead  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Plaintiff's  claim  to  the  wells  or  the  water  flowing  there- 
from, so  far  as  such  claim  is  based  upon  purchase  and  con- 
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veyance  from  the  oil  company  which  had  bored  the  wells, 
cannot  be  sustained.  The  fact  that  these  flowing  wells  re- 
sulted from  a  fruitless  effort  to  discover  oil  gave  the  com- 
pany no  right,  title  or  interest  in  the  land  or  stream  of  water 
flowing  thereon.  The  laws  governing  the  location  of  placer 
claims  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  location  of  oil  claims. 
(Miller  v.  Chrisman,  140  Cal.  441,  [98  Am.  St.  Bep.  63,  73 
Pac.  1083,  74  Pac.  444].)  The  oil  company  had  acquired 
no  right,  title  or  interest  in  the  land  or  water  which  it  could 
legally  convey.  No  attempt  had  been  made  to  comply  with 
the  laws  applicable  to  the  location  of  an  oil  claim.  Its  rights, 
if  it  had  any,  to  the  land,  wells,  or  water  flowing  therefrom, 
terminated  when  it  ceased  work  thereon  and  abandoned  its 
efforts  to  discover  oil.  Admitting  that  actual  occupation  of 
the  land  accompanied  by  active  work  thereon,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  its  efforts  to  discover  oil,  entitled  the  company  to  pos- 
session, such  right  terminated  upon  a  failure  to  discover  oil, 
and  when,  prior  to  October  9th,  it  abandoned  the  enterprise. 
{Weed  V.  Snook,  144  CaL  439,  [77  Pac.  1023] ;  MiUer  v. 
ChrUman,  supra.) 

Where  a  miner  abandons  his  claim,  it  reverts  to  its  original 
status  as  part  of  the  unoccupied  public  domain.  A  subse- 
quent locator  takes  it  with  all  shafts,  tunnels  and  drifts,  how- 
ever extensive  or  costly.     (20  Ency.  of  Law,  p.  733.) 

The  same  principle  applies  to  an  oil  claim,  and  it  follows 
that  inasmuch  as  the  San  Jacinto  Oil  Company  had  prior 
to  October  9,  1902,  abandoned  the  premises  upon  which  the 
wells,  one  flowing  five  inches  and  one  flowing  three  inches, 
were  located,  the  land  reverted  to  its  original  status  as  a  part 
of  the  public  domain.  It  was,  on  October  13,  1902,  the  date 
of  posting  the  notice  of  appropriation  of  the  water,  a  part 
of  the  unoccupied  government  land.  Was  this  water  sub- 
ject to  appropriation!  In  our  opinion  it  was.  The  law  is 
well  settled  that  water  flowing  from  springs  upon  the  pub- 
be  lands  of  the  United  States  is  subject  to  appropriation 
under  section  1410  of  the  Civil  Code,  which  provides  that 
''The  right  to  the  use  of  running  water  flowing  in  a  river 
or  stream,  or  down  a  canyon  or  ravine,  may  be  acquired  by 
appropriation."  (Ely  v.  Ferguson,  91  Cal.  187,  [27  Pac. 
587] ;  De  Necochea  v.  Curtis,  80  Cal.  397,  [20  Pac.  563,  22 
Pac  198] ;  Strait  v.  Brown,  16  Nev.  317,  [40  Am.  Sep.  497].) 


Digitized  by 


Google 


March,  1907.]         Db  Wolfskill  v.  Smith.  181 

The  fact  that  the  flow  of  the  stream  from  the  spring  is 
caused  by  water  percolating  through  the  soil  does  not  deprive 
it  of  the  character  which  makes  it  subject  to  appropriation. 
"Where  percolating  waters  collect  or  are  gathered  in  a  stream 
running  in  a  defined  channel,  no  distinction  exists  between 
waters  so  running  under  the  surface  or  upon  the  surface 
of  land."  (Cross  v.  Kitts,  69  Cal.  217,  [58  Am.  Eep.  668, 
10  Pac.  409].)  Water  passing  through  the  soil,  not  in  a 
stream  but  by  way  of  filtration,  is  not  distinctive  from  the 
soil  itself;  the  water  forms  one  of  its  component  parts.  In 
this  condition  it  is  not  the  subject  of  appropriation.  When^ 
however,  it  gathers  in  sufficient  volume,  whether  by  per- 
colation or  otherwise,  to  form  a  running  stream,  it  no  longer 
partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  soil,  but  has  become  separate 
and  distinct  therefrom  and  constitutes  a  stream  of  flowing 
water  subject  to  appropriation.  The  water  in  question  here 
is  the  stream  issuing  from  the  wells,  and  it  is  immaterial 
for  the  purposes  of  this  discussion  whether  this  stream  is 
supplied  by  water  percolating  and  filtering  through  the  earth 
or  not;  at  all  events,  it  has  gathered  into  a  stream.  No  dis- 
tinction can  be  made  between  the  water  flowing  from  these  ar- 
tesian wells  and  that  flowing  from  the  springs.  "Water 
rising  to  the  surface  of  the  earth  from  below  and  either  flow- 
ing away  in  the  form  of  a  small  stream  or  standing  as  a 
pool  or  small  lake,"  is  the  definition  of  a  spring  given  by  the 
Century  Dictionary.  This  definition  is  equally  applicable 
to  an  artesian  well.  The  stream  in  either  case  may  re- 
sult from  the  gathering  of  water  at  some  point,  whether  near 
or  distant,  which  produces  the  stream,  the  flow  of  which  is 
by  natural  causes  forced  to  the  surface.  In  the  one  case 
the  aperture  or  opening  through  which  it  finds  its  way  to  the 
surface  is  the  result  of  nature's  forces;  in  the  other,  it  is  pro- 
duced by  artificial  means;  the  fact  that  it  is  produced  by 
boring  a  hole  in  the  ground  in  no  wise  changes  its  char- 
acter. In  either  case  the  water  flows  to  the  surface  natur- 
ally. When  a  stream  of  unappropriated  water  flows  from  an 
artesian  well,  having  its  location  upon  unoccupied  govern- 
ment land,  it  is  the  subject  of  appropriation  to  the  same  ex- 
tent as  the  waters  of  a  natural  spring  likewise  located. 

Posting  the  notice  of  claim  to  the  water  does  not  constitute 
an  appropriation.  The  Civil  Code,  section  1416,  provider 
that  within  sixty  days  the  claimant  must  commence  the  eon- 
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struction  of  the  works  in  which  he  intends  to  divert  the 
water  and  must  prosecute  the  work  diligently  and  uninter- 
ruptedly. And  section  1418,  Civil  Code,  provides  that  by 
a  compliance  with  the  rules  contained  in  section  1416,  the 
claimant's  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  relates  back  to  the 
time  the  notice  was  posted.  His  right  to  the  water  depends 
upon  his  complying  with  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  mak- 
ing an  actual  appropriation  of  its  use.  The  court  finds  that 
the  claimant  did  commence  the  work  within  sixty  days  after 
posting  the  notice  and  prosecuted  it  continuously  until  en- 
joined therefrom  at  the  instance  of  defendant  Smith  on  De- 
cember 10,  1902,  after  Smith  had  settled  upon  the  land,  and 
that  Smith  fenced  the  land  and  prevented  her  from  con- 
structing the  ditch.  Having  capped  the  wells  and  enjoined 
appellant  from  entering  upon  the  land  to  complete  the  ditch, 
by  means  of  which  she  sought  to  divert  the  water  to  the  place 
of  intended  use,  respondents  are  in  no  position  to  assert  that 
appellant  has  failed  to  prosecute  the  work  with  diligence 
and  become  an  actual  appropriator. 

By  act  of  Congress  passed  July  16,  1866,  [14  Stats,  at 
Large,  253],  it  is  provided:  **That  whenever  by  priority  of 
possession  rights  to  the  use  of  water  for  mining,  agricultural, 
manufacturing,  or  other  useful  purposes,  have  vested  and 
accrued,  and  the  same  are  recognized  and  acknowledged  by 
the  local  customs,  laws  and  the  decisions  of  the  courts,  the 
possessors  and  owners  of  such  vested  rights  shall  be  main- 
tained and  protected  in  the  same,  and  the  right  of  way  for 
the  construction  of  ditches  and  canals  for  the  purposes  afore- 
said is  hereby  acknowledged  am,d  confirmed.'^  (U.  S.  Rev. 
Stats.,  sec.  2339,  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stats.  1901,  p.  1437].) 

Later  this  act  was  amended  by  a  provision  to  the  effect  that 
all  homesteads  allowed  should  be  subject  to  vested  and  ac- 
crued water  rights  and  rights  to  ditches  used  in  connection 
therewith. 

By  posting  the  notice  appellant  from  that  time  became 
vested  with  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  stream  of  water  then 
flowing  from  these  wells,  together  with  the  right  to  construct 
over  and  across  the  land  the  necessary  ditches  to  divert  and 
conduct  the  same  to  the  place  of  intended  use.  Both  Myers 
and  Smith  took  the  property  subject  to  the  rights  of  appel- 
lant to  the  stream  of  water  then  flowing  thereon,  together 
with  the  right,  without  interference,  to  construct  the  neees- 
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sary  ditches  for  its  diversion,  which  rights  accrued  and 
became  vested  in  her  under  the  said  acts  of  Congress  and 
the  laws  and  decisions  of  this  state.  The  language  used  in 
Taylor  v.  Abbott,  103  Cal.  421,  [37  Pac.  408],  where  it  is 
said  that  the  above-quoted  section  **does  not  confer  the  right 
to  enter  upon  lands  in  the  possession  of  another  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  the  water  thereon,  or  of  completing  an  at- 
tempted diversion  of  water,''  is  not  applicable  to  this  case, 
for  the  reason  that  in  that  case  no  sufi&cient  notice  had  been 
posted,  and  therefore  no  right  to  the  water  had  accrued  or 
become  vested  under  the  local  laws  and  decisions  of  the  courts. 

The  notice  was  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  at  each  well, 
and  the  claim  is  for  fifteen  hundred  inches  of  water  "flow- 
ing from  and  at  the  wells."  It  appears  that  these  wells  are 
in  line  with  the  bed  of  the  canyon,  and  the  lower  one  about 
five  hundred  feet  distant  from  the  one  next  above,  or  middle 
one,  and  that  no  water  flows  from  the  upper  one.  Under 
these  facts  we  regard  the  notice  as  a  sufficient  designation 
of  the  point  of  diversion,  as  well  as  sufficient  in  substance 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  section  1415,  Civil  Code.  Nor 
was  it  necessary,  the  notices  being  identically  the  same,  to 
record  more  than  one  copy.  The  purpose  of  recording  is 
to  furnish  notice  of  claimant's  rights  to  subsequent  settlers 
upon  the  land  or  appropriators  of  the  water,  and  this  ob- 
ject was  fully  attained  by  recording  one  copy. 

The  fact  that  defendant  Myers  had,  prior  to  the  posting 
of  the  notice  of  appropriation,  taken  steps  to  obtain  a  right 
of  way  for  a  pipe-line  over  the  land,  the  boundaries  of  which 
proposed  right  of  way  included  the  land  on  which  the  wells 
were  located,  gave  him,  as  against  appellant,  no  right  to  the 
stream  of  water  flowing  therefrom. 

It  is  finally  urged  in  support  of  the  judgment  that  the  copy 
of  the  notice  recorded  was  not  acknowledged,  and  therefore 
not  entitled  to  be  recorded,  and  if  recorded,  did  not  constitute 
constructive  notice  of  appellant's  claim  to  the  water,  or 
impart  any  notice  to  defendants. 

Section  1161  of  the  Civil  Code  provides  that,  "before  an 
instrument  can  be  recorded,  unless  it  belongs  to  the  class  pro- 
vided for  in  either  sections  1159,  1160,  1202,  or  1203,  its  ex- 
ecution  must  be  acknowledged."  Copies  of  notices  of  ap- 
propriation of  water  are  not  designated  in  the  excepted 
daases  mentioned  in  said  sections.    The  copy  of  such  no- 
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tice  required  to  be  recorded  by  section  1415,  Civil  Code,  is 
not,  in  our  judgment,  such  an  instrument  the  execution  of 
which  is  required  to  be  acknowledged  as  a  condition  of  being 
recorded,  within  the  meaning  of  section  1161  above  quoted. 
**The  word  *  instrument,'  as  used  in  the  codes,  invariably 
means  some  written  paper  or  instrument  signed  and  delivered 
by  one  person  to  another,  transferring  the  title  to  or  giving 
a  lien  on  property,  or  giving  a  right  to  a  debt  or  duty." 
{Hoag  V.  Howard,  55  CaL  564.)  This  language  was  used 
in  holding  that  a  writ  of  attachment  was  not  an  '^instru- 
ment" within  the  meaning  of  the  statute;  but  it  is  cited  with 
approval  in  Wamock  v.  Harlow,  96  Cal.  298,  [31  Am.  St  Rep. 
209,  31  Pac.  166],  where  it  is  held  that  a  notice  of  lis  pendens 
is  not  an  instrument,  yet  provision  is  made  for  recording 
such  notice  of  an  action  affecting  the  title  to  real  estate. 
(Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  409.  And  also  in  Foorman  v.  WoZ- 
lace,  75  Cal.  555,  [17  Pac.  680].) 

Rapalje  defines  an  acknowledgment  to  be:  "The  act  of  one 
by  whom  a  deed  has  been  executed,  in  declaring  before  a  com- 
petent  court  or  officer  that  it  is  his  act  and  deed."  Section 
1415,  Civil  Code,  does  not  require  the  notice  which  is  posted, 
and  which  presumably  is  signed  by  the  claimant,  to  be  re- 
corded, but  a  copy  thereof,  not  necessarily  signed  by  the  party 
claiming  the  water.  It  may  be  made  and  filed  by  a  stranger. 
Inasmuch  as  the  copy  of  the  notice  is  required  to  be  recorded, 
and  as  this  copy  is  not  required  to  be  made  or  filed  by  the 
claimant,  it  seems  clear  that  the  legislature  did  not  contem- 
plate that  it  should  be  acknowledged  in  order  to  be  recorded. 

The  northerly  or  upper  well  supplies  no  stream  of  running 
water,  and  hence  affords  no  water  subject  to  appropriation. 
Nor  do  the  facts  entitle  appellant  to  enter  the  land  for  the 
purpose  of  developing  water  by  boring  additional  wells,  but 
she  has  an  accrued  and  vested  right  to  prosecute  her  work 
under  and  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  1416 
of  the  Civil  Code  in  the  construction  of  the  necessary  ditches 
to  convey  the  stream  of  water  flowing  from  the  two  southerly 
wells  to  the  place  of  intended  use,  and  do  all  things  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  actual  appropriation  of  the  stream  of 
water,  in  accordance  with  the  notice  posted  on  October  1S» 
1902. 
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The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  trial  court  will  render 
a  judgment  for  appellant  in  accordance  with  the  views  herein 
expressed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[GIt.  No.  880.    Urst  Appellate  District.— March  12,  1907.] 

GEORGE  K.  FORD,  Respondent,  v.  W.  M.  CANNON  et  aL, 
Defendants;  FRANK  FREEMAN  et  al..  Appellants. 

Obdxb  Appomrmo  Beoeiver— ApPEAir—FAniUBS  to  Sxrvb  Notice  upon 
''Advebse  Pabty''— Dismissal. — In  an  action  b/  the  plaintiff  to 
enforce  an  agreement  in  relation  to  a  trust  fund  in  which  plaintiff 
and  defendants  were  beneficiaries,  in  which  a  receiver  of  the  fund 
was  appointed,  upon  appeal  b^  part  of  the  defendants  from  the 
order  appointing  the  receiver,  a  eodefendant,  who  was  a  party  to 
the  order,  and  whose  interest  in  the  fund  will  be  affected  l^  the 
reversal  or  modification  of  the  order,  is  an  "adverse  party"  who 
must  be  served  with  the  notice  of  appeal,  and  for  failure  to  serve 
him  therewith   the  appeal  must  be  dismissed. 

MOTION  to  dismiss  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  ap- 
pointing a  receiver.    Thomas  F.  Graham,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

F.  EL  Gtould,  for  Appellants. 

Stanley  Moore,  L.  A.  Gibbons,  and  George  K.  Ford,  for  R^ 
■pendent. 

BURNETT,  J.— The  action  is  based  upon  an  alleged  trust 
agreement.  By  the  complaint  it  appears  that  one  of  the 
defendants,  Samuel  G.  Pierce,  had  a  cause  of  action  for  dam- 
ages against  the  Mountain  Copper  Company.  He  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  plaintiff,  who  is  an  attorney  at  law, 
whereby  the  latter  was  to  furnish  all  the  money  necessary 
for  the  prosecution  of  said  cause  of  action  and  also  to  aet 
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as  the  attorney  of  the  former  in  whatever  proceeding  was  re- 
quired, and  it  was  agreed  that  Ford  should  receive  for  such 
services  one-half  of  the  amount  recovered  by  suit,  compro- 
mise or  otherwise.  Thereafter  plaintiff  entered  into  an 
agreement  with  Freeman,  Gannon  and  one  Charles  L.  Don- 
ohoe,  whereby  the  last  three  were  to  perform  said  services 
and  pay  all  the  costs,  and  the  four,  after  deducting  the  costs, 
were  to  share  equally  the  amount  received,  to  wit,  one-half 
of  what  was  recovered.  It  was  further  agreed  that  defend- 
ants. Freeman  and  Donohoe,  should  secure  from  Pierce  a 
new  contract  in  pursuance  of  said  arrangement  Accord- 
ingly, Pierce  and  Freeman  entered  into  a  written  contract 
whereby  Freeman  was  to  represent  him  in  the  litigation, 
advancing  all  the  costs  and  receiving  for  his  services  one- 
half  of  what  should  be  recovered.  Freeman  agreed  with 
plaintiff  and  defendants  Cannon  and  Donohoe,  that  he  would 
receive  said  money  in  trust  and  the  four  would  share  it 
equally.  Suit  was  brought  on  behalf  of  Pierce  and  he  re- 
covered the  sum  of  $15,000.  The  judgment  was  assigned 
to  Freeman,  who  received  it  in  trust  for  the  parties  named — 
Ford,  Cannon,  Freeman  and  Donohoe.  The  money  was  af- 
terward paid  to  Freeman  and  Donohoe,  who  hold  the  greater 
portion  of  it  in  trust  for  plaintiff  and  defendants.  Defend- 
ants Freeman,  Donohoe  and  Cannon  each  advanced  certain 
costs  and  expenses  in  said  action.  Plaintiff  demanded  of 
them  that  they  account  to  plaintiff  for  the  moneys  they  and 
each  of  them  received  and  paid  out,  but  they  refused  to  do 
so.  There  is  also  an  allegation  of  the  insolvency  of  Free- 
man and  Donohoe.  Plaintiff  made  application  to  have  a 
receiver  appointed  "to  take  charge  of  the  money  or  fund 
in  the  complaint  in  said  cause  described,  during  the  pendency 
of  this  action  ...  on  the  ground  that  the  money  or  fund  de- 
scribed in  the  complaint  herein  is  liable  to  be  lost,  removed 
or  materially  injured.*'  The  application  was  heard  upon  the 
verified  complaint  and  the  affidavit  of  defendant  Donohoe 
denying  all  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint.  De- 
fendant Cannon  appeared  upon  the  hearing  of  said  motion 
and  also  requested  the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  It  was  con- 
tested by  the  other  defendants,  who  have  appealed  from  an 
order  which  was  made  appointing  a  receiver. 

Gannon  has  moved  to  dismiss  the  appeal  on  the  ground  that 
no  service  was  made  upon  him  of  the  notice  of  appeal,  of 
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the  transcript  or  of  the  appellants'  points  and  authorities. 
It  is  admitted  that  he  was  not  served,  but  it  is  claimed  that 
he  is  not  **an  adverse  party"  within  the  meaning  of  section 
940,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  provides  that  the  no- 
tice of  the  appeal  must  be  served  ''on  the  adverse  party  or 
his  attorney."  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Cannon  was 
a  party  to  the  proceeding.  He  was  expressly  made  a  de- 
fendant in  the  action  and  the  notice  of  the  motion  for  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  was  addressed  to  all  the  defend- 
ants and  he  appeared  and  participated  in  the  hearing.  It 
must  be  manifest  that  he  is  a  parly  in  the  legal  sense,  which 
means  that  he  has  been  made  and  become  such  in  a  mode 
prescribed  by  law,  so  that  he  is  bound  by  the  proceedings. 
(Robinson  v.  Vanderberg  Co.,  37  Ind.  335;  Baskett  v.  Has- 
sell,  107  TJ.  S.  608,  [2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  415].)  Whether  he  is 
an  "adverse"  party  must  be  determined  by  an  examination 
of  the  complaint  and  the  proceedings  culminating  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  receiver.  "Whether  a  party  to  the  action 
is  adverse  to  the  appellant  must  be  determined  by  their  rela- 
tive positions  on  the  record  and  the  averments  in  their  plead- 
ings, rather  than  from  the  manner  in  which  they  may  mani- 
fest their  wishes  at  the  trial,  or  from  any  presumption  to 
be  drawn  from  their  relation  to  each  other  or  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  action  in  matters  outside  of  the  action." 
(Harper  v.  EUdreth,  99  Cal.  268,  [33  Pac.  1103].)  As  to 
the  meaning  of  the  term  "adverse"  used  in  this  connection 
there  can  be  little  doubt.  In  Senter  v.  De  Bemal,  38  Cal. 
640,  it  was  declared: 

"Every  party  whose  interest  in  the  subject  matter  of  the 
appeal  is  adverse  to  or  will  be  aif ected  by  the  reversal  or 
modification  of  the  judgment  or  order  from  which  the  ap- 
peal has  been  taken,  is,  we  think,  an  'adverse  party'  within 
the  meaning  of  these  provisions  of  the  code,  irrespective  of 
fhe  question  whether  he  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  record 
in  fhe  attitude  of  plaintiff  or  defendant  or  intervener.  .  .  • 
Our  code  allows  any  and  every  party  who  is  aggrieved  to 
appeal  without  joining  anyone  else,  no  matter  what  may  be 
the  character  of  the  judgment  against  him,  whether  joint 
or  several;  and,  in  this  respect,  works  a  change  from  the 
former  practice,  but  he  is  required  to  notify  all  other  parties 
who  are  interested  in  opposing  the  relief  which  he  seeks  by 
his  appeal,  if  they  have  formally  appeared  in  the  action  ii 
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the  court  below,  or  his  appeal,  as  to  those  not  served,  will 
prove  ineffectual,  and  also  as  to  those  served,  if  the  relief 
sought  is  of  such  a  character  that  it  cannot  be  granted  as  to 
the  latter  without  being  granted  as  to  the  former  also.** 

To  the  same  effect  are  BandaU  v.  Hunter,  69  Cal.  80,  [10 
Pac.  130] ;  Milliken  v.  Houghton,  75  CaL  539,  [17  Pac.  641] ; 
In  re  Castle  Dome  Min.  etc.  Co.,  79  Cal.  246,  [21  Pac.  746] ; 
Lancaster  v.  Maxwell,  103  Cal.  67,  [36  Pac.  951] ;  Earnhardt 
V.  Edwards,  111  Cal.  428,  [44  Pac.  160] ;  Vincent  v.  CoUins, 
122  Cal.  387,  [55  Pac.  129]. 

The  appointment  of  a  receiver  is  a  matter  in  which  defend- 
ant Cannon  was  interested  equally  with  plaintiff.  He  was 
one  of  the  beneficiaries  of  the  trust  fund  which  the  receiver 
was  authorized  and  directed  to  take  into  his  possession  and 
control.  The  reversal  of  the  order  appointing  the  receiver 
would  affect  his  interest  in  the  same  manner  as  it  would  that 
of  plaintiff.  If  Cannon  is  not  an  adverse  party,  there  is  no 
adverse  party  shown  by  the  record.  It  seems  to  me,  in  view 
of  the  decisions,  that  the  question  is  scarcely  open  to  serious 
controversy. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  matter  is  jurisdictional,  and 
while  it  is  not  clear  that  it  was  a  proper  case  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver,  we  are  precluded  from  considering  that 
question  in  this  proceeding. 

The  appeal  is  dismissed. 

Cooper^  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  conoorred. 


[Glv.  No.  824.    First  AppeUate  DiBtriet.— Mareli  H  1^7.] 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Estate  of  JOHN  FAY,  Deceased. 
MARY  J.  SCOTT  et  al.,  AppeUants,  v.  JOHN  FAY  and 
LUKE  FAY,  Bespondenta. 

I^STATss  or  Dbcsaskd  Persons — Invalid  Tbust  XJndkb  Wnii — Sus- 
pension or  PowxB  or  Alienation— Titlb  or  Heibs.— A  trust  un- 
der the  will  of  a  deceased  person  providing  for  an  absolute  eon- 
tinuance  thereof  for  the  period  of  twenty-five  years  may  by  possibll- 
itj  suspend  the  power  of  alienation  beyond  Hves  in  being,  and  is 
Invalid  and  void  under  seetions  715  and  716  of  the  CSvil  Ooda;  and 
tha  titla  became  vested  ia  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  testator. 
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iDv— BisRiBinnoN— CoNYKTANGB  BY  WiDOw  TO  SoN.—Where  the  de- 
eeaaed  left  snrviTing  him  his  wife  and  two  sons,  and  the  widow, 
during  administration,  conveyed  all  of  her  interest  in  the  estate  to 
•ne  of  the  sons,  her  interest  in  the  estate  vested  in  him,  regardless 
of  whether  the  property  was  community  property  or  separate  prop- 
erty, and  the  estate  was  properly  distributed  to  the  two  sons,  ac- 
cording to  their  respectiye  interests  in  the  estate. 

APPEAL  from  a  decree  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the  City 
ft^d  Cotmly  of  San  Franciseo,  distributing  the  estate  of  a 
aeeeased  person,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial 
J.  V.  Coflf^,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Louis  S.  Beedy,  and  J.  F.  Bowie,  for  Appellants. 

James  O.  Maguire,  for  Respondents. 

COOPEB,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  decree  of  final  distribution, 
and  from  an  order  denying  appellants'  motion  for  a  new 
triaL 

The  will  of  deceased  was  duly  admitted  to  probate  and 
bears  date,  "May  twenty-fifth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine.''    It  contains  the  following  clause: 

''I  will  all  my  separate  property  and  all  my  share  of  the 
community  property  of  every  description,  name  and  nature 
both  real  and  personal,  to  my  brother,  David  Fay,  and  my 
son,  John  Fay,  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  my  three  children, 
Lake  Fay,  Mary  Montealegre  and  John  Fay. 

"The  said  David  Fay  and  John  Fay,  or  either  of  them,  to 
hold  and  manage  said  property  for  the  space  of  twenty-five 
years  from  this  date;  they  shall  keep  the  property  in  repair, 
pay  all  expenses,  and  divide  the  income  from  said  property 
monthly  or  quarterly  between  my  children,  Luke,  May  and 
John,  or  their  children,  if  they  should  have  any;  if  either 
of  my  children  should  die  without  lawful  children  of  their 
body,  then  the  survivor  shall  inherit  their  share;  should  all 
of  my  children  die  before  the  expiration  of  this  trust  with- 
out lawful  children  it  is  my  wish  that  my  sister,  Mary  J. 
Scott,  or  her  children  should  inherit  or  have  all  of  my  share 
of  the  estate,  David  Fay  or  my  son,  John  Fay,  will  act  ox 
manage  the  property  without  giving  bonds.'* 
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The  court  below  found  that  Mary  Montealgre  (the  only 
daughter  of  said  deceased)  died  without  lineal  descendants 
prior  to  the  death  of  deceased ;  that  the  provisions  of  the  will 
above  quoted  are  invalid,  and  the  trust  thereby  attempted 
to  be  created  is  void,  for  the  reason  that  the  absolute  power 
of  alienation  of  the  property  therein  mentioned  is  thereby 
suspended  for  a  longer  period  than  during  the  continuance 
of  the  lives  of  persons  in  being  at  the  creation  of  such  limita- 
tion or  condition,  or  at  the  death  of  said  testator,  capable 
of  taking  the  same  under  said  provisions,  and  for  the  rea- 
son that  there  were  and  are  no  persons  in  being  1^  whom 
an  absolute  interest  in  possession  can  be  conveyed;  that  the 
period  of  the  said  trust  expired  and  ceased  prior  to  the 
death  of  the  testator,  and  that  said  trust  clause  is  void  for 
uncertainty. 

The  deceased  left  surviving  him  his  wife  and  two  sons, 
Luke  Fay  and  John  Fay,  his  only  children.  After  the  death 
of  deceased  Bridget  M.  Fay,  his  widow,  and  the  mother  of 
Luke  Fay  and  John  Fay,  conveyed  all  her  title  and  interest 
in  the  estate  to  John  Fay,  and  such  conveyance  was  made 
pending  the  administration  and  prior  to  the  decree  of  dis- 
tribution. The  property  was  distributed  to  the  two  sons, 
Luke  Fay  and  John  Fay. 

The  contestants  are  Mary  J.  Scott,  the  sister  of  deceased, 
and  her  children,  being  the  sister  and  her  children  named  in 
the  said  trust  clause  of  the  wilL 

The  main  question  in  the  case  is  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
trust  clause,  and  if  the  clause  is  void  the  decree  should  be 
stBrmed.  We  are  of  opinion  that  the  court  correctly  held 
the  trust  clause  void.  It  provides  for  an  absolute  period 
of  twenty-five  years  for  its  continuance,  during  which  time 
the  power  of  alienation  is  suspended.  The  testator  had  three 
children,  who  were  in  being  at  the  time  he  made  the  will, 
and  he  had  the  right  to  suspend  the  power  of  alienation  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  their  lives,  but  he  did  not  limit  or 
suspend  the  power  of  alienation  during  their  lives  only.  He 
suspended  it  for  twenty-five  years.  If  they  should  all  die 
before  the  expiration  of  the  twenty-five  years,  he  suspended 
the  power  of  alienation  still  for  twenty-five  years.  He  di- 
rected the  income  to  be  paid  to  '^  their  children  if  they  should 
have  any."  Our  code  expressly  provides  that  the  power 
of  alienation  cannot  be  suspended  by  any  limitation  or  eon- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


March,  1907.]     Calloway  v.  Oro  Mining  Co.  191 

dition  whatever  for  a  longer  period  than  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  lives  of  persons  in  being  at  the  creation  of 
the  limitation  or  condition.  That  every  future  interest  is 
void  in  its  creation  which  by  any  possibility  may  suspend 
the  absolute  power  of  alienation  for  a  longer  period  than  is 
prescribed  in  the  chapter  on  alienation.  (Civ.  Code,  sees.  715, 
716.) 

The  court  has  often  discussed  and  upheld  these  sections, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  cite  two  of  the  leading  cases — In 
re  Walk$rly,  108  Cal.  627,  [49  Am.  St.  Eep.  97,  41  Pac.  772] ; 
Estate  of  Fair,  132  Cal.  523,  [84  Am.  St  Eep.  70,  60  Pac. 
442,  64  Pac.  1000]. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  said  the  findings  as  to  whether 
or  not  the  property  was  community  property,  and  the  rulings 
in  relation  thereto,  become  immaterial  Whether  the  prop- 
erty was  all  community  property,  or  all  separate  property, 
it  vested  in  the  widow  of  the  deceased  and  his  two  sons.  The 
widow  having  conveyed  her  portion  to  John  Pay,  the  decree 
of  distribution  properly  distributed  that  to  him. 

The  decree  and  order  are  afi&rmed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  April  11,  1907,  and  a  petition 
to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court,  after  judgment 
in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme 
court  on  May  13,  1907. 


[Or.  No.  814.    Second  Appellate  District.— Mareh   15,   1907.] 

CHARLES  CALLOWAY,  Respondent,  v.  ORO  MINING 
CO.  et  aL,  Defendants;  FLORENCE  A.  STOUQH,  Ap. 
pellant. 

Aonoir  warn  Sibvigis— PLEADmo— Pbomibx  or  Husbamd  and  Wm— 

AlONDMBNT — ^PBOMISX  Or  WlTB — CAUSB  Or  AcnON  NOT  Chanoxd— 

Statutx  or  Limitations. — In  an  action  for  services,  where  the  or- 
iginal complaint  aUeged  a  promise  hj  husband  and  wife  to  paj 
for  services  rendered  on  mining  property  owned  hf  the  wife,  an 
amendment  made  more  than  two  years  after  the  promise,  omitting 
ttt  boilMuid  as  a  partj  and  alleging  only  a  promise  hf  the  wife^ 
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does  not  show  a  change  of  the  cause  of  action  against  her  nor  dis- 
close a  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  which  runs  only  to  the 
filing  of  the  original  oomplainty  to  which  the  amendment  relates. 
Hi. — Original  Sebvicxs  to  Insolvent  Oobporation — ^Nbw   Emplot- 

XXNT    BT    WlFA— OBIQINAL     PBOMISX— ASSIGNMENT    OI*     CLAIMS — 

Finding — ^Insutvioisnt  Pbooi*. — ^Where  the  services  of  workmen  on 
tfaa  mine  were  originally  rendered  to  a  corporation  which  became  in- 
solvent^  and  which  was  in  possession  under  an  executory  contract 
with  tha  owner,  who,  to  prevent  threatened  proceedings  against  the 
corporation  and  its  stockholders  made  an  original  promise  that  if 
they  would  continue  to  work  the  mine,  she  woidd  pay  them  when  she 
regained  possession,  their  continuance  in  work  became  a  new  ^"^ 
ployment  by  her;  and  an  alleged  assignment  of  the  claims  of  iL9 
workmen  against  her  to  the  plaintiff,  and  a  finding  thereof  is  lut 
supported  by  proof  of  an  assignment  of  claims  by  them  against 
the  corporation,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  any  assignment,  oral  or 
otherwise,  of  their  claims  against  the  owner. 
Id. — JuBisDionoN  or  Suit — Services  or  Plaintut — Amount  Claimed. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  suit,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  proof 
of  the  alleged  assignment,  is  not  determined  by  the  amount  of  the 
services  of  the  plaintiff  but  by  the  whole  amount  claimed  in  the 
eomplaint. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Diego  County  denying  a  new  trial    E.  S.  Torrance,  Judge. 

The  faots  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

0.  H.  Bippey,  and  A.  Haines,  for  Appellant. 

F.  P.  Willard,  for  Bespondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Action  for  personal  services  of  plaintiff 
and  assignors.  Judgment  for  plaintiff;  new  trial  denied. 
Appeal  by  Florence  A.  Stough,  one  of  the  defendants,  from 
the  order  den3dng  a  new  trial. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  Mrs.  Stough,  the  appel- 
lant, on  July  16,  1902,  was  the  owner  of  mining  property 
in  San  Diego  county  which  was  subject  to  an  executory  con- 
tract of  sale,  under  which  the  Oro  Mining  Company,  a  cor- 
poration, was  in  possession.  Plaintiff  and  three  others  were 
engaged  in  work  on  the  mine  for  the  corporation,  and  be- 
coming dissatisfied  by  reason  of  default  in  the  payment  of 
their  wages,  determined  to  quit  work  and  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings to  collect  their  unpaid  wagcii.    Mrs.  Stough,  being 
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informed  of  this  threatened  action  upon  the  part  of  the 
employees,  authorized  one  Muilins,  a  stockholder  in  the  cor- 
poration, to  agree  with  the  workmen  that  if  they  would 
continue  at  work  and  keep  the  mine  free  from  water,  she 
would  pay  them  their  wages  when  she  obtained  possession 
of  the  mine.  This  promise  and  proposition  Mullins  com- 
municated to  the  men  and  they  continued  at  work  on  the 
mine  until  November  7,  1902,  at  which  date  the  appellant 
obtained  possession  of  the  mine.  She,  however,  refused  pay- 
ment and  the  workmen  all  made  out  an  account,  which  upon 
its  face  was  a  statement  of  wages  due  from  the  Oro  Mining 
Company,  a  corporation,  claimed  to  have  been  earned  be- 
tween April  and  December,  1902,  being  the  aggregate  of  the 
wages  due  from  the  corporation  before  the  agreement  of  ap- 
pellant and  that  earned  by  them  after  such  agreement. 
These  statements  of  account  all  of  the  workmen,  except  plain- 
tiff, assigned  to  plaintiff,  who  thereupon  brought  this  ac- 
tion against  the  corporation,  Mrs.  Stough,  her  husband,  and 
certain  stockholders  in  the  corporation. 

In  the  original  complaint  it  was  averred  that  the  promise 
to  pay  for  the  labor  after  July  was  made  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stough.  More  than  two  years  after  the  maturity  of  the 
daim,  the  complaint  was  amended  by  an  allegation  that  the 
contract  was  with  Mrs.  Stough  alone.  Appellant  makes 
the  point  that  this  amendment  changed  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion, and  that  more  than  two  years  having  intervened  be- 
tween the  maturity  of  the  claim  and  the  filing  of  the  amended 
complaint,  the  statute  of  limitations  barred  recovery.  The 
aetion,  however,  was  upon  the  obligation  which  was  sought 
to  be  enforced,  and  which,  under  the  original  complaint,  was 
a  joint  and  several  obligation.  There  was  no  change  in  the 
cause  of  action  by  the  filing  of  the  amended  complaint,  the 
effect  of  which  was  to  dismiss  the  action  as  against  one  of 
the  defendants.  The  time  to  which  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions runs  is  the  filing  of  the  original  complaint  (Frost  v. 
Witter,  132  Cal.  425,  [84  Am.  St.  Hep.  53,  64  Pac.  705].) 

The  evidence  is  ample  to  support  every  finding  of  the  court, 
except  that  relating  to  the  assignment  to  plaintiff  by  the  other 
workmen  of  their  daims.  The  allegations  of  the  complaint, 
which  are  supported  by  the  evidence,  show  that  the  contract 
between  the  workmen  and  Mrs.  Stough,  made  by  her  agent 
MuIlinSy  was  an  independent,  original  promise  upon  her  partg 
i  CaL  App.— 18 
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disconnected  from  any  obligation  or  prior  employment  of 
the  corporation.  From  the  time  it  was  made  until  Novem- 
ber 7th  the  men  engaged  in  work  were  in  the  employ  of 
Mrs.  Stough.  Whatever  claim  they  had  was  one  against 
her  individually,  and,  under  the  allegations  of  the  amended 
complaint,  against  her  alone.  The  complaint  averred  an  as- 
signment in  writing  by  the  other  workmen  to  plaintiflE  of 
their  claims  against  Mrs.  Stough.  The  court  so  finds;  but 
there  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  to  support  such  finding. 
On  the  contrary,  the  only  assignment  offered  in  evidence  was 
the  assignment  of  a  claim  against  the  corporation  and  for 
services  rendered  such  corporation  during  the  time  the  men 
were  in  the  employ  of  appellant  The  assignment  was  a 
fact  at  issue  and  the  proof  thereof  as  essential  as  that  of  the 
indebtedness.  {Brown  v.  Curtis,  128  CaL  196,  [60  Pac. 
773].) 

The  finding  that  the  claim  against  Mrs.  Stough  was  as- 
signed in  writing  to  the  plaintiff  before  the  commencement  of 
the  action  has  no  support  in  the  evidence;  nor  is  there  any 
evidence  of  an  oral  assignment.  The  fact  that  the  parties 
who  were  claimed  to  be  plaintiff's  assignors  were  witnesses 
upon  the  trial  and  testified  to  the  genuineness  of  their  signa- 
tures upon  the  assignment  claimed  against  the  corporation 
does  not  tend  to  prove  any  assignment  of  their  claim  against 
appellant 

It  is  claimed  by  appellant  further  that  the  evidence  not 
warranting  a  judgment  upon  the  assigned  claims,  the  court 
was  without  jurisdiction  to  render  judgment  upon  the  or- 
iginal claim  of  plaintiff  in  that  the  same  was  in  amount  less 
than  $300.  This  cannot  be  maintained.  The  amount  of  the 
claim  in  the  complaint  is  determinative  of  the  question  of 
jurisdiction,  and  that  exceeded  the  $300.  While  it  is  with- 
in the  power  of  this  court  to  modify  the  judgment  by  affirm- 
ing the  same  to  the  extent  of  the  original  claim,  we  are  im- 
pressed from  an  examination  of  the  record  with  the  fact  that 
there  is  a  strong  probability  that  evidence  of  an  assignment 
may  be  supplied  upon  another  trial,  and  that  it  is  in  the 
furtherance  of  justice  that  another  trial  of  the  action  be  had. 

It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  order  denying  a  new 
trial  is  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  further  pro- 
ceedings. 

Shaw,  J^  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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tClv.  No.  216.    Third  AppeHate  District.— March  16,  1907.] 

ANNA  THOMPSON,  Respondent,  v.  C.  M.  WHEELER,  Ap- 
pellant, 

Ordeb  Gkamting  New  Teiai#— Ebvibw  upon  Appeal— Tnsufficebnt 
Reoobi>— Pbesumptign. — ^Upon  appeal  from  an  order  granting  a 
new  trial,  the  appellant  must  present  a  record  which  affirmatively 
shows  error  in  the  granting  of  the  motion.  In  the  absence  of  a  bill 
of  exceptions  showing  the  grounds  of  the  motion  and  what  was 
used  upon  the  motion,  where  the  record  does  not  establish  the  con- 
trary, it  wiU  be  conclusively  presumed  in  favor  of  the  order  that 
it  was  in  part  based  upon  some  ground  upon  which  affidavits  could 
he  used,  and  that  such  were  used,  and  were  sufficient  to  justify 
Iho  order. 

W«*8tatememt  ok  Motion  vob  New  Trial. — ^A  statement  on  motion 
for  a  new  trial  which  may  be  sufficient  on  appeal  from  an  order 
denying  the  motion  may  be  wholly  insufficient  to  show  error  in  the 
granting  of  the  motion.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  party  who  would 
show  ■nch  error  to  see  that  the  record  establishes  it. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Joaquin  Coanty,  granting  a  new  triaL    W.  B.  Nutter,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

AL  H.  Caipenter,  for  Appellant 

AJshl^  ft  Nemuiller,  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J.~Defendant  had  judgment,  but  the  trial 
court  granted  plaintiflf's  motion  for  a  new  trial.  From  this 
order  the  appeal  was  taken. 

The  record  does  not  show  what  evidence  was  used  upon  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial,  nor  tipon  what  ground  the  court  based 
its  order.  The  notice  of  motion  is  not  disclosed.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  matter  all  that  the  transcript  reveals  is:  '^ Where- 
upon, within  the  time  by  law  prtscribed  therefor,  plaintiff 
filed  with  the  Clerk  of  said  Court  and  served  upon  defend- 
ant, notice  of  her  intention  to  move  said  Court  to  vacate  said 
decision  and  to  grant  plaintiff  a  new  trial  of  said  action"; 
and:  *'The  Court  this  day  made  an  order  that  plaintiff's  mo« 
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tion  to  vacate  and  set  aside  the  decision  rendered  in  said  ac- 
tion, heretofore  argued  and  submitted,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  granted,  to  which  order  the  defendant  duly  excepted." 

In  Skinner  v.  Horn,  144  Cal.  280,  [77  Pac.  905],  the  su- 
preme  court,  speaking  through  Mr.  Justice  Angellotti,  said: 
^'The  presumption  is  that  the  order  granting  a  new  trial 
was  properly  made,  and,  in  the  absence  of  a  bill  of  excep- 
tions showing  what  was  used  on  the  motion,  unless  the  rec- 
ord on  appeal  establishes  the  contrary,  it  will  be  oonclusively 
presumed  in  favor  of  the  order  that  the  motion  was  in  part 
based  upon  some  ground  upon  which  affidavits  could  be  used» 
that  affidavits  were  in  fact  used  on  the  hearing,  and  also 
that  such  affidavits  were  sufficient  to  justify  the  court  in  the 
making  of  the  order  appealed  from.  If,  therefore,  the  ap- 
pellant fails  to  present  a  record  which  shows  affirmatively 
that  the  lower  court  erred  in  granting  a  new  trial,  $uch 
failure  wUl  operate  solely  to  his  own  disadvantage.*' 

In  the  same  case,  reported  in  Skinner  v.  Horn,  146  OaL 
62,  [79  Pac.  597],  in  the  opinion  by  the  chief  justice  refer- 
ring to  the  previous  order  of  the  supreme  court  denying 
the  motion  to  amend  the  record,  is  found  the  following  deo- 
laration:  *'We  held  that  a  party  appealing  from  an  order 
must  bring  up  a  record  demonstrating  conclusively  that  the 
lower  court  erred  in  its  ruling  or  must  fail  in  his  appeal, 
and  that  an  order  granting  a  new  trial  must  be  afSrmed  when 
the  record  contains  nothing  but  a  statement  on  motion  for 
a  new  trial,  and  fails  to  show  that  the  motion  was  not  based 
also  upon  one  or  more  of  the  grounds  which  require  affidavits 
for  their  support.  •  .  •  Non  constat,  therefore,  that  the  or- 
der granting  a  new  trial  was  not  supported  by  affidavits  dis- 
closing newly  discovered  evidence,  or  some  other  of  the  first 
four  grounds  for  the  motion.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  657.)" 
The  foregoing  is  decisive  of  this  appeal. 

Appellant's  answer  to  this  contention  is  that  ''as  the  bill 
was  prepared  by  her,  the  point,  if  well  taken,  would  seem 
to  be  an  attempt  to  take  advantage  of  her  own  wrong."  It 
is  obvious,  however,  that  it  is  not  a  question  of  morals,  but 
of  legal  procedure.  Besides,  the  present  record  might  be 
sufficient  to  answer  plaintiff's  purpose  if  her  motion  had  been 
denied,  but  it  is  not  sufficient  to  show  error  of  the  court  in 
granting  the  motion.    And  it  is  hardly  to  be  expeoted  thas 
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one  litigant  will  be  solicitous  to  perfect  the  record  for  the 
special  benefit  of  his  adversary. 
The  order  is  affirmed. 

Ohipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  eoncurred 


[GIt.  No.  257.    Third  AppeUate  District.— March  16,  1907.] 

JOSEPH  SCHWIND,  Respondent,  v.  PLORISTON  PULP 
AND  PAPER  COMPANY,   AppeUant. 

AonoN  roa  Death — ^Nsougsnos  or  Fellow-skbvant. — An  employee  is 
not  liable  for  a  death  caused  by  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant 
of  the  deceased,  employed  in  the  same  general  business  by  the  same 
employer,  where  there  was  no  negligence  of  the  employer  in  em- 
ploying such  fellow-servant,  and  no  remissness  in  the  conduct  of  the 
employer  toward  the  deceased. 

fil^— CONTSIBUTOBT  NSOUOENOB  Of  DecKASED— WALKING  BSTWEEN  CABS 

Liable  to  be  Moved—Lack  or  Obdinabt  Gabb. — The  deceased  was 
gnilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  attempting  to  cross  a  railroad 
track  between  the  cars  of  a  train  which  were  liable  to  be  moved 
at  any  time,  without  taking  any  precaution  to  avoid  the  injury, 
which  he  might  have  avoided  by  the  use  of  ordinary  care. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    John  Hunt,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Van  Ness  ft  Redman,  for  Appellant 

D.  W.  Bnrehard,  and  O.  W.  Schell,  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J.— The  action  is  for  damages  brought  hy 
respondent  for  the  death  of  his  minor  son. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  ''on  July  31,  1901,  the  said 
Joseph  Schwind,  minor  son  of  the  plaintiff  herein,  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  defendant  corporation  in  the  electrical 
department  thereof.    That  on  said  day,  and  at  the  times 
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hereinafter  mentioned,  and  for  a  long  time  prior  thereto,  the 
defendant  operated  and  maintained  a  railroad  track  that  was 
situated  and  placed  parallel  to,  and  a  short  distance  from, 
the  factory  building  owned  and  operated  by  it  at  Floriston. 
That  upon  said  track,  as  aforesaid,  the  defendant,  at  all  of 
said  times  hereinbefore  mentioned,  operated  cars  propelled 
by  steam  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  and  carrying  freight 
to  and  from  said  factory.  That  near  the  center  of  said 
factory  and  fronting,  adjacent  to  said  railroad  tracks,  as 
aforesaid,  a  door  was  placed  and  maintained  by  the  defend- 
ant, through  and  by  which  employees  and  those  having  oo- 
casion  to  go  to  said  factory  gained  admission  thereto  and 
exit  therefrom.  That  a  pathway  existed  leading  from  said 
entrance  across  the  track  at  right  angles  to  the  public  high- 
ways of  said  town  of  Floriston,  which  said  pathway  during 
all  of  said  times  was  used  with  the  full  knowledge,  consent, 
and  direction  of  the  defendant,  its  officers  and  agents.  In 
the  manipulation  of  the  said  railroad  it  was  the  habit  and 
custom  of  the  defendant  to  so  adjust  its  freight-cars  as  to 
keep  said  pathway  space  open  in  order  to  enable  the  said 
path  to  be  traveled.  That  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  July, 
1901,  and  about  the  hour  of  4:30  o'clock  P.  M.  of  said  day, 
and  while  the  said  Joseph  Schwind,  minor  child  of  this  plain- 
tiff, was  so  employed  by  the  defendant  corporation,  a  su- 
perintendent directed  the  said  Joseph  Schwind  to  go  on  an 
errand,  which  necessitated  and  required  that  the  said  Schwind 
should  leave  said  building,  cross  said  track,  and  go  to 
another  part  of  the  said  town  of  Floriston.  That  when  the 
said  Joseph  Schwind,  in  pursuance  of  such  direction,  step- 
ped out  of  the  door  of  said  factory,  there  was  a  freight  train 
standing  on  said  track,  broken,  so  as  to  leave  two  box-cars 
about  four  feet  apart  at  the  ends,  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  said  pathway  open  for  purposes  aforesaid.  That  it 
was  the  custom  and  habit  of  said  defendant  at  all  said  times 
to  have  said  passage  kept  open  and  free  in  said  manner  as 
herein  stated.  That  while  the  said  Joseph  Schwind,  pursu- 
ant to  said  directions  as  aforesaid,  was  walking  along  the  said 
trail  and  passageway,  and  at  the  moment  that  he  was  cross- 
ing between  said  cars  so  left  open,  the  defendant  negligently 
and  without  warning  caused  said  cars  to  collide,  and  thereby 
to  mangle  and  kill  the  said  Joseph  Schwind.  That  the  said 
Joseph  Schwind  was  not  guilty  of  any  act  that  oontrihuted 
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to  said  injury.  That  the  servants  and  employees  of  defend- 
ant in  charge  of  said  train  caused  to  be  precipitated  against 
one  of  the  box-cars  a  freight-car  that  was  not  in  charge  of 
any  brakeman,  or  other  person,  nor  attached  to  any  engine 
that  could  control  the  same,  and  no  signal  of  any  character 
was  given  to  the  said  Joseph  Schwind  of  the  approach  of  said 
car,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  protect  himself  or  escape  from 
■aid  injury." 

In  the  answer  there  is  a  specific  denial  of  the  foregoing 
allegations  except  as  to  the  ownership  and  use  of  the  railroad 
and  the  employment  of  the  said  Joseph  Schwind,  as  to  the 
existence  of  the  door  as  alleged  in  the  complaint,  as  to  the  al- 
legation in  regard  to  the  freight  train  standing  on  the  track, 
and  as  to  the  train  not  being  attached  to  any  engine,  but 
it  was  denied  that  the  ends  of  the  cars  were  more  than  two 
feet  apart  The  answer  also  alleges  ''the  fact  to  be  that 
the  said  minor  attempted  to  pass  between  the  ends  of  said 
cars  knowing  that  the  same  might  at  any  moment  be  brought 
together,  and  that,  as  was  the  fact  and  as  he  well  knew, 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  cross  said  track  between  said 
cars;  and  knowing  also,  as  was  the  fact,  that  at  other  places 
said  track  could  be  crossed  where  there  were  no  cars  and 
where  said  track  could  be  crossed  without  any  danger  what- 
ever"; and  furthermore,  that  ''if  the  injury  to  and  death 
of  said  minor  was  due  to  any  negligence  other  than  his  own, 
it  was  the  negligence  of  a  person  or  persons  employed  by 
defendant  in  the  same  general  business  with  said  minor." 

Counsel  do  not  entirely  agree  in  their  statements  of  what 
was  shown  at  the  trial,  but  the  evidence  must  be  viewed, 
undoubtedly,  in  the  most  favorable  light  to  sustain  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury.  The  following  statement  of  facts  is  deemed 
sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  this  opinion:  The  operation  of 
the  sidetracks  or  switches  is  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
appellant.  The  location  of  the  works  is  in  a  sort  of  a  flat, 
with  precipitous  mountains  on  each  side,  and  the  hotel  and 
residence  portions  of  the  town  are  on  one  side  of  the  tracks, 
and  the  works  of  the  company  are  on  the  other  or  Truckee 
river  side.  All  the  operatives  and  employees  live  across  the 
tracks  from  the  mill,  and  in  order  to  go  to  and  from  their 
work  it  is  necessary  for  them  to  cross  the  line  of  the  Central 
Pacific  and  the  main  switch.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  com- 
paiqr  when  cars  were  standing  on  the  switch  to  leave  an  open 
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space  varying  from  three  to  ten  feet  on  the  line  of  a  trail 
that  reached  from  the  works  across  the  two  tracks  and  up 
the  mountain  near  the  homes  of  the  employees.  Respondent 
contends  that  "a  pair  of  stairs  had  been  placed  by  the  com- 
pany on  the  precipitous  bank  of  the  track  of  the  Central 
Pacific  to  enable  the  employees  to  cross  said  track,  and  this 
open  space  left  between  the  cam  was  in  apposition  to  such 
stairway."  Appellant,  however,  declares  that  this  was  placed 
there  by  Hirschler,  the  yard  foreman,  of  his  own  accords 
and  that  the  company  ''provided  for  the  women  a  board 
walk  with  a  hand-rail  upon  it  near  the  finishing  room,  where 
the  women  were  employed,  and  for  the  men  a  trail  leading 
down  the  embankment  between  the  Truckee  switch  and  the 
boiler-house,  and  connecting  at  its  upper  end  with  a  wooden 
bridge,  from  which  a  path  ran  up  to  the  cottages  on  the 
hillside."  However,  this  difference  seems  immaterial,  and 
at  any  rate  the  employees  generally  in  going  to  and  coming 
from  work  used  the  trail  and  steps  as  claimed  by  respondent, 
and  their  use  of  the  same  must  have  been  known  and  ac- 
quiesced in  by  the  company.  The  course,  by  any  other  route, 
was  more  lengthy  and  circuitous.  The  duties  of  young 
Schwind  called  him  to  different  portions  of  the  lands  of  the 
oompany  at  irregular  hours  in  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
although  there  is  no  evidence  how  he  happened  to  be  cross- 
ing the  switch  at  the  time  of  the  accident,  nor  where  he  was 
going  nor  by  whom,  if  anyone,  he  was  sent  The  al- 
legation of  the  complaint  in  that  regard  is  unsupported, 
but  this  circumstance  is  of  no  consequence,  as  it  is  apparent 
that  he  was  not  a  trespasser.  On  the  day  he  was  killed  there 
is  evidence  that  the  cars  were  in  their  usual  position  at  the 
noon  hour  and  that  the  employees,  including  young  Schwind, 
going  to  and  from  lunch,  passed  between  two  box-cars  as 
customary;  and  that  in  the  afternoon,  probably  about  3 
o'clock,  in  attempting  to  pass  between  them  again  going 
toward  the  town,  young  Schwind  was  caught  and  killed. 
The  freight-cars  were  precipitated  upon  him  without  any 
warning  or  signal  indicating  their  approach.  There  is  a 
downgrade  of  about  thirty-one  feet  in  fifteen  hundred  feet, 
the  distance  from  the  Floriston  end  of  the  switch  to  the  cross- 
ing where  young  Schwind  was  killed.  An  employee  of  ap- 
pellant, one  Hirschler,  who  had  charge  and  management  of 
the  carsy  undertook  to  let  do?m  six  empty  box-can  from  th« 
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Truckee  end  of  the  switch  immediately  before  the  accident; 
no  one  was  assisting  him  and  the  cars  came  together  with 
such  force  as  to  drive  the  train  on  both  sides  of  the  cross- 
ing together  and  impelling  the  cars  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  crossing  some  distance.  There  was  no  engine  used,  as 
one  was  not  needed,  the  practice  being  to  let  down  by  gravity 
the  empty  cars  and  to  send  the  engine  down  after  they  were 
loaded.  Bespondent  claims  that  there  were  not  enough  men 
to  hold  the  cars  in  check,  and  that  appellant  knew  it  was  the 
custom  and  habit  of  Hirschler  to  attempt  to  let  said  cars 
down  alone,  and  did  not  require  him  to  use  an  adequate 
number  of  men  to  protect  the  lives  of  the  employees.  All  the 
evidence,  however,  shows  that  Hirschler  had  under  his  direc- 
tion quite  a  number  whom  he  could  have  summoned  to  his 
assistance,  but  the  truth  is,  Hirschler  needed  no  assistance. 
It  was  an  easy  task  to  let  down  the  cars,  and  he  had  always 
accomplished  it  without  any  difficulty.  In  fact,  he  had  man- 
aged a  much  larger  number  without  assistance.  There  was 
no  negligence  exhibited  in  letting  down  the  cars.  It  was 
necessary  that  they  should  come  with  some  force  in  order  to 
couple  them  with  the  cars  below.  If  there  was  the  omission 
of  any  duty  in  that  behalf  it  was  in  the  failure  to  give  notice 
or  warning  of  the  approach  of  the  cars,  but  before  bringing 
the  cars  down  Hirschler  sent  '' Norton  to  the  head  end  to 
look  out  and  see  that  nobody  would  get  on  the  track."  At 
the  time  of  the  accident  Norton  was  standing  on  a  car  below 
the  crossing,  but  he  was  leaning  over  the  brakes  and  did  not 
see  young  Schwind.  Hirschler  had  left  the  box-car  on  which 
he  was  standing  and  was  running  down  to  see  that  the  coup- 
ling was  made,  and  was  within  five  or  six  feet  of  Schwind 
when  the  latter  was  struck.  It  is  obvious  that  if  the  com- 
pany  was  under  legal  obligation  to  give  warning  at  the  cross* 
ing  of  the  approach  of  the  cars  it  furnished  the  men  to  do  it. 
There  were  two  men,  Norton  and  a  helper,  who  were  in  charge 
of  the  cars  below;  either  might  have  stationed  himself  so  as 
to  command  a  view  of  the  crossing,  and  thereby  have  given 
warning  to  Schwind  of  the  approach  of  the  cars.  Even 
Hirschler  could  have  run  down  to  the  crossing  in  advance 
of  his  cars,  if  the  view  was  interrupted,  to  caution  the  de« 
ceased.  But  these  men  were  all  fellow-employees  of  the  de- 
ceased,  and  their  negligence  or  the  negligence  of  any  one  of 
them  cannot  be  imputed  to   appellant.    There  could  bo  no 
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question  about  Norton  and  his  helper.  Respondent,  however, 
somewhat  mildly  questions  the  proposition  as  applicable  to 
Hirschler.  The  learned  judge  of  the  court  below,  though, 
instructed  the  jury  that  "under  the  law  an  employer  is  not 
responsible  for  the  injuries  or  death  of  an  employee  caused 
solely  by  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of  a  fellow-employee. 
You  are  instructed  that  the  deceased,  Joseph  Schwind,  and 
Hirschler,  defendant's  yard  foreman,  were  fellow-employees; 
and  if  you  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  death  of  said 
Schwind  was  caused  by  the  negligence  or  carelessness  of 
Hirschler  alone  your  verdict  must  be  for  the  defendant." 
This  seems  to  be  in  line  with  the  decisions.  In  Cosgrove  v. 
Southern  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  88  Cal.  360,  [26  Pac.  175],  it 
was  held  that  a  brakeman  and  conductor  were  coemployees 
of  defendant.  In  the  discussion  it  is  said:  "It  is  also  clear 
that  the  death  was  caused  by  the  negligence  and  breach  of 
duty  of  the  conductor  in  starting  the  train  before  schedule 
time.  There  is  no  averment  that  the  defendant  was  negligent 
in  the  selection  of  the  conductor."  (And  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  no  similar  claim  is  made  here.)  "And  the 
general  rule  (whatever  exceptions  there  may  be  to  it)  is  well 
settled  in  England  and  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
in  this  state,  that  a  master  is  not  liable  to  his  servant  for  dam- 
ages sustained  by  the  negligent  act  of  a  fellow-servant,  un- 
less the  master  was  negligent  in  the  selection  of  the  servant 
at  fault." 

In  Trewatha  v.  Buchanan  etc.  Co.,  96  Cal.  494,  [28  Pac. 
571,  31  Pac.  561],  it  is  stated  in  the  syllabus  that  "an  en- 
gineer employed  to  operate  an  engine  and  hoisting  tackle, 
used  upon  and  in  connection  with  the  main  shaft  of  the  mine, 
to  hoist  the  rock  and  debris  therefrom,  and  to  raise  and 
lower  the  miners,  is  a  fellow-servant  with  a  workman  in  the 
mine." 

In  Daves  v.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  98  Cal.  19,  [32  Pac.  646], 
it  is  stated  that  "the  law  recognizes  no  distinction  growing 
out  of  the  grades  of  employment  of  the  respective  employees, 
nor  does  it  give  effect  to  the  circumstance  that  the  fellow- 
servant,  through  whose  negligence  the  injury  was  received, 
was  the  superior  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  general  service  in 
which  they  were  both  employed." 

In  Stevens  v.  San  Francisco  etc.  R.  R.  Co.,  100  Cal.  555, 
[35  Pac  165],  it  is  held  that  "a  fireman  and  oiler  and  an 
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engineer  of  a  ferry-boat  are  fellow-servants  employed  *in  the 
same  general  business/  and  the  fact  that  the  engineer  em- 
ploys and  discharges  the  fireman  and  oilers  does  not  alter 
the  relation.*' 

In  Livingston  v.  Kodiak  Packing  Co.,  103  Cal.  258,  [87 
Pac.  149],  a  mate  of  a  vessel  and  a  servant  employed  Ib  the 
steward's  department  are  declared  to  be  fellow-servants. 

In  Donovan  v.  Ferris,  128  Cal.  48,  [79  Am.  St.  Rep.  25, 
60  Pac.  519],  it  is  held  that  '*it  is  not  the  duty  of  a  master 
to  give  personal  warning  of  danger  to  persons  employed  in 
the  business  of  blasting,  and  the  employment  of  a  compe- 
tent servant  to  give  them  needed  warning  ends  the  respon- 
sibility of  the  master.  Such  a  competent  servant  is  not  a 
vice-principal  but  a  fellow-servant  of  those  to  be  warned  by 
him." 

The  cases  of  Brown  v.  Bennett,  68  Cal.  225,  [58  Am.  Rep. 
8,  9  Pac.  74] ,  Beeson  v.  Oreen  Mountain  Min.  Co,,  57  Cal. 
20,  and  Northern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Herbert,  116  U.  S.  642, 
[6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  590],  are  cited  by  respondents  to  the  con- 
trary. The  facts  in  those  cases  distinguish  them  from  the 
case  at  bar,  and  besides,  the  first  two  have  been  modified 
and  virtually  overruled,  and  the  decision  of  the  United  States 
supreme  court  has  been  shown  to  be  inapplicable  in  this  state 
by  the  Cosgrove  case,  supra.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  de- 
ceased and  Hirschler  were  **  employed  by  the  same  employer 
in  the  same  general  business,"  as  provided  by  section  1970, 
Civil  Code,  and  the  negligence  of  either  toward  the  other 
could  not  be  charged  against  the  company.  The  "general 
business"  of  the  company  was  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 
paper,  and  both  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  that  busi- 
ness. It  is  of  no  consequence  that  they  were  engaged  in 
diflPerent  departments  or  that  the  grades  of  their  employment 
were  not  the  same.  Neither  had  any  control  of  the  other 
nor  could  it  be  said  that  one  represented  the  company  in  any 
different  sense  from  the  other.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive 
what  relation  they  sustained  to  each  other  if  not  that  of 
fellow-employees. 

It  is  equally  apparent,  it  seems  to  us,  that  the  company  was 
not  guilty  of  any  remissness  in  its  conduct  toward  the  de- 
ceased. No  complaint  is  made  of  the  "appliances"  fur- 
nished. The  cars  and  railroad  track  were  properly  con- 
structed and  equipped*    The  company  furnished  sufficient 
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and  capable  men  to  manipulate  the  cars.  The  negligence 
causing  the  death  of  the  deceased  must  have  been  that  of 
himself  or  his  fellow-workmen.  It  is  no  answer  to  say  that 
appellant  did  not  furnish  a  safe  crossing  place  for  the  em- 
ployees. Any  railroad  crossing  is  not  free  from  more  or  less 
periL  This  was  not  more  perilous  than  others.  Besides,  it 
was  not  the  only  one  furnished  by  the  company. 

Again,  as  already  seen,  there  could  scarcely  have  been  any 
danger,  and  no  accident  would  have  befallen  the  deceased  if 
he  and  the  other  employees  who  were  operating  the  cars  had 
exercised  the  care  which  ordinary  prudence  and  discretion 
demand. 

Again,  there  is  no  issue  raised  as  to  the  negligence  of  ap- 
pellant in  its  failure  to  furnish  a  proper  crossing.  The  gist 
of  the  charge  is  that  the  crossing  was  negligently  closed, 
whereas  it  was  the  custom  to  have  it  kept  open  and  free. 

Under  the  decisions,  also,  there  would  seem  to  be  no  escape 
from  the  conclusion  that  deceased  was  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence  in  attempting  to  cross  the  track  as  he  did.  We 
must  assume  that  on  account  of  the  box-car  near  him  and 
the  curve  in  the  track  that  he  could  not  see  the  approaching 
cars,  and  that  he  could  not  hear  them  on  account  of  the  noise 
of  the  machinery  of  the  company's  plant,  but  that  would  seem 
to  be  an  additional  reason  why  he  should  have  exercised 
care.  He  certainly  took  desperate  chances  in  acting  as  he 
did.  If  he  had  walked  the  length  of  a  car  toward  Truckee 
he  could  have  passed  around  the  end  of  the  train  and  he 
could  without  any  difficulty  have  seen  the  approaching  cars. 

In  MemphU  etc.  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Copeland,  61  Ala.  876,  it  is 
said:  ''The  attempt  thus  to  pass  between  the  cars  of  a  train 
which  he  must  have  known  was  liable  to  be  moved  cannot  be 
classed  as  less  than  negligence.  It  borders  on  recklessness." 
To  the  same  effect  are  Lewis  v.  Baltimore  etc.  Co.,  38  Md. 
588,  [17  Am.  Rep.  521] ;  Hudson  v.  Wabash  etc.  Co.,  123  Mo. 
445,  [27  S.  W.  717] ;  Lake  Shore  etc.  Co.  v.  Pinchin,  112  Ind. 
692,  [13  N.  E.  677]. 

In  Studer  v.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  121  Cal.  400,  [66  Am. 
8t  Bep.  39,  53  Pac.  942],  our  supreme  court  has  said:  ''An 
attempt  to  pass  between  the  cars  of  a  train  that  is  liable  to 
move  at  any  instant,  without  taking  any  precaution  to  avoid 
danger,  is  itself  an  act  of  negligence  when  decided  by  the 
standard  of  common  prudence,  and  has  been  so  held  by 
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courts  iprhenever  the  occasion  has  been  presented;  and  the  act 
is  equally  negligent  whether  it  is  done  at  a  street  crossing  or 
elsewhere." 

If  the  occurrence  had  taken  place  at  an  hour  when  most 
of  the  employees  were  accustomed  to  go  to  and  from  work,  a 
different  question  might  be  presented.  At  those  times  it  was 
the  practice  of  the  company  not  to  move  the  cars  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  crossing,  but  during  working  hours  they  were 
likely  to  be  moved  at  any  time.  This  the  deceased  knew 
and  he  was,  of  course,  charged  with  notice  of  the  danger 
incident  to  a  railroad  crossing,  and  the  duty  of  ''one  intend- 
ing to  cross  to  avail  himself  of  every  opportunity  to  look 
and  listen  for  approaching  trains."  The  increase  of  the 
peril  by  the  narrowness  of  the  opening  between  the  cars 
made  more  urgent  his  duty  to  protect  himself  by  resort  to 
the  palpable  means  at  hand.  However  lamentable  the  un- 
fortunate occurrence,  in  legal  contemplation  it  was  the  result 
of  decedent's  own  negligence. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial  are  reversed. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred, 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  May  15,  1907. 


[Grim.  No.  47.    Second  AppelUta  Bistriet.— March  18,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Eespondent,  v.  THOMAS    STOKES,  Ap- 
pellant 

Cbimikal  Law— Bobbery— Evidence — ^Declaration  or  CbNsPiEATOES — 
CncuMSTANTiAL  EVIDENCE  07  CoNSPiBACT. — ^Upoii  a  trial  for  rob- 
bery, where  the  prosecution  sought  to  prove  a  conspiracy  to  commit 
the  crime,  so  as  to  justify  evidence  of  the  declaration  of  a  eo-eon- 
■pirator  that  the  prosecuting  witness  had  'Hots  of  money,"  the 
eonipiiaey  need  not  be  established  by  direct  evidence  of  the  eom- 
inon  design,  but  may  be  shown  by  circumstantial  evidence  sufficient  to 
establish  a  prima  facie  ease  of  an  agreement  to  commit  the  crime. 
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Id. — Obdee  or  Pboop  oj  Declaration  and  Ck)NSPi]&ACT— Discretion  of 
Court — Code  Provision  not  Mandatory. — The  order  in  which  the 
proof  of  the  declaration  of  the  co-conspirator  and  of  the  existence 
of  the  eonspiracj  may  be  admitted  rests  largely  in  the  discretion  of 
the  trial  court,  which  maj  permit  the  declaration  to  be  first  proved, 
imder  a  proposal  of  the  prosecution  to  supply  proof  of  the  con- 
spiracy to  rob.  The  provision  of  subdivision  6  of  section  1870  of 
the  Code  of  C&vil  Procedure  aUowing  proof  of  the  act  or  declaration 
of  a  conspirator,  after  proof  of  the  conspiracy,  is  not  mandatory. 

Dd. — EviDENcs  Tending  to  Show  CbNSPiRACT—- Question  for  Jury — 
Instruction — Conclusiveness  oj  Yebdiot. — ^Where  all  the  evi- 
dence bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  alleged  conspiracy  tends 
to  prove  it,  its  existence  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  determination 
of  the  jury;  and  where,  under  proper  instructions  as  to  the  effect 
of  reasonable  doubt  on  that  question,  the  jury  found  that  the  agree- 
ment of  the  conspirators  to  rob  was  made,  its  verdict  is  conclusive 
of  that  fact 

fi>. — Dual  Function  of  Evidence  of  Conspiracy — Guii/r  of  Defend- 
ant.— ^The  evidence  of  the  independent  facts  and  circumstances 
which  show  the  conspiracy  to  rob  may  at  the  same  time  supply  evi- 
dence tending  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  defendant  on  trial;  bat  the 
fact  that  it  performs  such  dual  function  is  no  reason  for  excluding 
it 

Jj>^ — Existence  of  Monet  Bobbed — ^Knowledge  bt  One  Conspirator 
Imputable  to  All. — The  existence  of  the  conspiracy  to  rob  the 
prosecuting  witness  being  proved,  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  con- 
spirators, however  acquired,  that  he  had  a  large  sum  of  money,  if 
acquired  at  any  time  before  the  consummation  of  the  crime,  was  im- 
putable to  all  of  the  conspirators,  including  the  defendant  on  triaL 

ID. — IicPEACHiNO  Evidence — ^Foundation  not  Laid.— Witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  cannot  be  impeached  by  their  evidence  given  on  a  for- 
mer trial  where  no  foundation  was  laid  for  such  impeachment  as 
required  in  section  2052  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

JD, — ^Admission  by  Defendant  not  Amounting  to  Confession — ^PRfr 
UMiNART  Proof  not  Bequibsd. — ^An  admission  made  by  the  de- 
fendant in  conversation  with  the  sheriff  while  in  custody,  not  involv- 
ing a  eonfession  of  the  crime,  which  was  negatived  by  him,  but 
tending  in  connection  with  other  facts  proved  to  show  his  guilt, 
was  admissible  in  evidence  against  him,  without  any  preliminary 
proof  that  the  admission  was  voluntarily  made. 

Id. — Ebror  not  Affecting  Substantial  Bights.— Any  error  in  the  ad- 
mission of  evidence  or  in  any  ruling  of  the  court,  not  appearing  to 
affect  the  substantial  rights  of  the  defendant,  must  be  disregarded. 

I^ — ^Dxlay  nr  Passing  Sentence— Postponement — Jurisdiction  nov 
Lost. — ^The  delay  in  passing  sentence  upon  the  defendant  at  the 
time  fixed  therefor,  and  the  postponement  thereof  for  thirty-flvo 
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days,  shows  no  loss  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  pronounce 

sentence. 
Id. — Judgment  of  Sentence  No  Pabt  of  Trial. — Pronouncing  judg- 

menty  which  is  the  formal  declaration  of  sentence,  is  not  the  trial, 

nor  any  part  thereof,  within  the  meaning  of  section  13,  article  I 

of  the  constitution. 
Id. — ^End  or  Trial — ^Vsrdiot. — The  trial  ended  with  the  announcement 

of  the  verdict  of  the  jury  upon  the  issue  of  fact  submitted  to  it  for 

its  decision. 

APPBAIj  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Tulare  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
W.  B.  Wallace,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Alfred  Daggett,  and  H.  T.  Miller,  for  Appellant 

U-  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  E.  E.  Selph,  Deputy 
Attorn^  General,  for  Respondent. 

SHAW,  J. — ^The  defendant  was  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
robbery,  and  prosecutes  this  appeal  from  the  judgment,  as 
weU  as  from  an  order  of  the  court  denying  his  motion  for  a 
new  triaL 

The  case  was  tried  upon  the  theory  that  defendant  Stokes, 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Kincaid,  and  one  Mart  Bennett  formed 
a  conspiracy  to  commit  the  robbery.  The  latter  was  called 
as  a  witness  and  testified  on  behalf  of  the  prosecution.  It 
appears  from  his  testimony  that  he  was  a  self-confessed,  ac- 
tive participant  with  defendant  in  the  commission  of  the 
crime. 

The  facts,  briefly  stated,  are  that  on  the  night  of  October 
18,  1905,  one  Owen  Connolly  was  robbed  in  the  back  yard 
of  the  Yisalia  House  in  the  city  of  Visalia.  He  had  on  the 
day  before  come  to  Visalia  from  Millwood,  where  he  had 
been  working,  and  had  brought  with  him  the  proceeds  of 
his  labor  consisting  of  several  hundred  dollars.  There  was 
adjoining  the  office  of  the  Visalia  House  a  saloon  and  bar, 
and  at  the  time  William  Kincaid  was  the  bartender  in  charge 
thereof.  During  the  evening  of  October  18th,  Connolly  spent 
most  of  his  time  in  this  bar,  and  it  seems  became  quite 
well  acquainted  with  Kincaid^  and  the  latter  had  learned  of 
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the  fact  that  Connollj  had  upon  his  person  a  considerable  sum 
of  money. 

During  the  daytime,  and  until  about  11:25  P.  M.  of  Oc- 
tober 18th,  when  he  arrived  at  Visalia,  going  immediately 
to  the  Visalia  House  saloon,  the  defendant  was  in  Tulare 
City.  Prior  to  his  arrival  Connolly  had  applied  to  the  clerk 
of  the  Visalia  House  for  a  room.  The  clerk  demanded  pay- 
ment in  advance,  and  Kincaid  paid  to  the  clerk  the  amount 
demanded  for  the  room,  at  the  same  time  telling  the  clerk 
that  he,  Connolly,  had  lots  of  money,  and  if  he,  Connolly, 
paid  him  for  the  bed,  the  clerk  should  return  to  him,  Kxa» 
caid,  the  sum  paid  by  the  latter. 

The  first  alleged  error  in  the  record  to  which  our  attention 
is  directed  was  the  ruling  of  the  court  in  permitting  the  hotel 
clerk  to  state  what  was  said  by  Eincaid  upon  the  occasion 
of  his  paying  for  this  room  for  Connolly's  use.  It  was  and 
is  now  claimed  by  defendant  that  the  evidence  sought  to  be 
adduced  by  the  question  calling  for  this  conversation  was 
irrelevant,  incompetent  and  immaterial  to  any  of  the  issues 
in  the  case;  that  the  conversation  did  not  take  place  in  the 
presence  of  the  defendant,  and  that  there  was  no  evidence 
introduced  that  tended  to  show  any  relation  between  Kin- 
caid and  defendant  and  Connolly,  who  was  robbed.  Where- 
upon the  district  attorney  stated  to  the  court  that  he  pro- 
posed to  make  that  connection.  Defendant's  objection  was 
thereupon  overruled. 

The  same  objection  was  interposed  to  like  questions 
throughout  the  trial,  and  the  rulings  of  the  court  were  ad- 
verse to  defendant. 

Defendant  contends  that  there  was  no  evidence  tending  to 
establish  any  conspiracy  or  other  unlawful  relation  between 
Kincaid  and  defendant,  and  that  hence,  under  section  1848, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  defendant  could  not  be  prejudiced 
by  any  act  or  word  of  Kincaid  not  occurring  in  his  presence. 
And  further,  that  subdivision  6  of  section  1870  provides  that 
it  is  only  after  proof  of  a  conspiracy  that  evidence  of  the  act 
or  declarations  of  a  conspirator  can  be  offered  against  his 
co-conspirator.  Defendant  places  great  weight  on  the  word 
*' after."  We  cannot,  however,  agree  with  counsel  in  his 
contention  upon  that  point. 

It  is  not  often  that  direct  proof  of  a  common  design  to 
commit  a  crime  can  be  had;  its  existence  is  usually  established 
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by  independent  facts,  which,  although  they  may  be  remote 
from  the  main  subject  of  inquiry,  and,  standing  alone,  seem 
of  little  importance,  but  nevertheless  when  all  are  taken  to- 
gether are  amply  sufficient  to  establish  a  prima  facie  case  of 
the  existence  of  an  agreement  to  commit  a  crime.  Con- 
spiracy, like  any  other  fact  in  issue,  may  be  proved  by  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and,  notwithstanding  subdivision  6  of 
section  1870,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  the  order  in  which  the 
evidence  may  be  introduced  must  rest  largely  with  the  trial 
judge.  The  provisions  of  the  code  cited  are  not  mandatory. 
{People  V.  Compton,  123  Cal.  408,  [56  Pac.  44] ;  People  v. 
Donnolly,  143  Cal.  394,  [77  Pac.  177].) 

The  prosecution  here,  in  substance,  stated,  in  reply  to  tiie 
objection,  that  it  would  show  the  relation  existing  between 
Kincaid  and  defendant;  that  the  act  or  circumstance  was 
merely  a  link  in  the  chain  of  circumstances  going  to  establish 
the  relation  of  conspirators,  and  showing  defendant's  eon« 
nection  with  the  crime.  Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case, 
we  find  no  fault  with  the  course  adopted  by  the  trial  court. 
(People  V.  Daniels,  105  Cal.  262,  [38  Pac.  720].) 

If  all  the  evidence  bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  alleged 
conspiracy,  taken  together,  tends  to  establish  its  existence, 
it  then  becomes,  like  any  other  fact  pertaining  to  the  subject 
of  inquiry,  a  question  for  the  determination  of  the  jury. 

Where  the  existence  of  a  conspiracy  is  one  of  the  issues, 
independent  facts  and  circumstances  which  establish  it  may 
at  the  same  time  supply  evidence  tending  to  prove  the  guilt 
of  a  conspirator  on  trial,  but  the  fact  that  it  performs  the 
dual  function  is  no  reason  for  excluding  it.  There  were  three 
alleged  conspirators  here,  but  it  was  Kincaid 's  conduct,  acts 
and  movements  which  were  the  subject  of  inquiry  when  the 
alleged  errors  were  committed,  and  his  conduct,  conversation 
and  acts  during  the  period  covered  by  the  inquiry  were  not 
only  competent  and  material  as  tending  to  show  the  existence 
of  a  common  design  between  him  and  the  defendant  to  com- 
mit the  robbery,  but,  at  the  same  time,  in  case  the  jury  found 
the  conspiracy  to  be  actually  established,  constituted  evidence 
tending  to  establish  defendant's  guilt 

Taken  together,  the  circumstances  and  facts  disclosed 
tended  to  show  that  the  conspiracy  existed,  and  the  jury 
were  instructed  that,  **if  not  satisfied  from  the  evidence  be- 
yond all  reasonable  doubt  that  there  was  an  agreement  and 
6  CaL  App.— 14 
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understanding  made  and  had  between  the  said  William  Kin- 
caid,  Martin  Bennett  and  the  defendant  to  perpetrate  the 
offense  alleged  in  the  information^  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
jury  to  disregard  all  the  testimony  adduced  in  this  case  tend- 
ing to  prove  any  declaration,  act  or  conversation  of  said 
William  Eincaid  and  Martin  Bennett,  and  each  of  them, 
made  or  done  in  the  absence  of  the  defendant  Thomas 
Stokes.'' 

Under  this  instruction  the  jury  found  that  there  was  such 
an  agreement  and  understanding  made,  and  its  conclusion 
if  final,  (People  v.  Fehrenbach,  102  Cal.  394,  [36  Pac.  678] ; 
People  V.  Donnolly,  143  Cal.  394,  [77  Pac.  177].) 

Appellant  lays  much  stress  upon  the  fact  that  all  the  evi- 
dence relative  to  Connolly's  having  money  shows  a  knowledge 
on  the  part  of  Eincaid  only,  and  that  this  was  acquired  by 
Kincaid  before  the  defendant  arrived  in  Visalia.  The  ex- 
istence of  the  conspiracy  being  shown,  it  must  be  presumed 
that  the  knowledge  of  all  the  conspirators  was  brought  into 
play  in  the  execution  of  the  joint  undertaking.  The  in- 
dividual knowledge  of  each  is  imputed  to  all,  and  it  is  not 
material  when  or  how  this  knowledge  was  acquired,  provided 
it  was  before  the  consummation  of  the  crime.  The  purpose 
of  the  robbery  was  to  wrongfully  obtain  money,  and  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  the  defendant  knew  that  Con- 
nolly had  money  would  show  a  motive  for  the  crime.  The 
jury  being  satisfied  of  the  existence  of  the  conspiracy  had 
a  right  to  presume  that  the  defendant  had  the  same  knowl- 
edge and  information  relative  to  Connolly  having  money  upon 
his  person  that  Eincaid  was  shown  to  have  had. 

Upon  cross-examination  both  Connolly  and  witness  Wessen- 
dorf  were  interrogated  as  to  their  testimony  given  on  a  for- 
mer trial,  and  objections  were  sustained.  No  foundation 
was  laid  for  such  impeachment  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  see.  2052; 
People  V.  Fitzgerald,  138  Cal.  41,  [70  Pac.  1014].) 

Later,  the  former  testimony  of  Wessendorf  was  read  to 
him  and  he  answered  the  question. 

The  court  ruled  that  witness  Wessendorf  might  make  an 
explanation  of  his  testimony,  to  which  ruling  defendant  ex- 
cepts; but  as  it  does  not  appear  that  the  witness  offered  to 
make  any  explanation,  auch  ruling  could  not  affect  the  rights 
of  defendant 
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No  exception  was  taken  to  the  ruling  of  the  court  in  sna- 
taining  objection  to  the  question  asked  witness  Bacon  as  to 
whether  he  was  in  the  bar  when  they  were  talking  about  clos- 
ing up  the  house;  and  the  later  question  as  to  whether  he 
took  supper  with  the  defendant  that  night  was  clearly  ob- 
jectionable for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  cross-examination. 

The  sheriff,  who  placed  the  defendant  under  arrest,  was 
permitted  over  objection  of  defendant  to  testify  as  to  con- 
versation had  with  him  after  he  was  placed  in  jaiL  It  is 
urged  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  statements  made  by 
defendant  to  the  sheriff  were  voluntary,  and  defendant  in- 
vokes the  well-recognized  rule  applicable  to  confessions:  "A 
confession,  in  criminal  law,  is  the  voluntary  declaration  made 
by  a  person  who  has  committed  a  crime  or  misdemeanor  to 
another,  of  the  agency  or  participation  he  had  in  the  same.'' 
{People  V.  Strong,  30  Cal.  151.) 

The  defendant  does  not  admit  that  he  had  any  agency 
in  the  commission  of  the  crime,  but,  on  the  contrary,  his 
statement  as  to  his  movements  and  whereabouts  is  calculated 
to  negative  any  participation  in  it.  Even  if  he  made  state- 
ments which  in  themselves  did  not  involve  his  guilt,  yet  when 
connected  with  the  other  facts  tend  to  prove  him  guilty, 
such  admissions  would  nevertheless  be  competent  without 
preliminary  proof.  (People  v.  Le  Koy,  65  GbL  613,  [4  Pac. 
649] ;  People  v.  Ammermanf  118  Cal.  23,  [50  Pac.  15] ;  People 
r.  Jan  John,  144  Cal.  284,  [77  Pac.  950].) 

Witness  Bentley,  after  stating  that  there  was  a  jingle  of 
some  coin  in  the  pocket  of  Connolly,  the  prosecuting  witness, 
was  asked  with  reference  to  what  kind  of  coin  it  was.  Objec- 
tion was  made  to  his  testifying  upon  this  subject.  After 
testifying  that  he  could  tell  the  difference  between  gold  and 
silver  by  the  jingle  or  sound  and  that  he  had  often  noticed 
the  difference,  he  was  permitted  to  testify  over  defendant's 
objection  that  the  jingle  that  he  heard  in  the  pocket  of  Con- 
nolly sounded  to  him  like  heavy  gold.  He  does  not  state  that 
it  was  gold,  but  merely  that  the  jingle  sounded  like  gold. 
In  view  of  the  test  made  as  disclosed  by  the  record,  the  evi- 
dence carried  little  weight  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  de- 
fendant was  prejudiced  by  its  admission. 

We  have  fully  considered  every  alleged  error  occurring  at 
the  trial.  Only  one  other  merits  notice.  Connolly  had  been 
knocked  down  in  the  back  yard  of  the  Yisalia  House  as  he 
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was  leaving  a  water-closet  After  regaining  consciousness  he 
made  his  way  to  the  door  of  the  hotel  and  was  let  in  by  the 
clerk.  Just  what  space  of  time  elapsed  after  he  was  knocked 
down  and  his  money  taken  before  he  again  entered  the  hotel 
is  not  disclosed.  Just  before  Connolly  came  in  Kincaid  and 
defendant  came  from  the  bar  through  the  office  of  the  hotel 
and  entered  a  hall  from  which  a  stairway  led  upstairs,  where 
defendant  had  a  room.  After  the  clerk  had  let  Connolly 
into  the  hotel  he,  the  clerk,  went  to  the  door,  calling  for  the 
marshal,  and  during  this  time  Kincaid  came  out  from  the 
hallway.  The  witness  Deible  was  asked  the  following  ques- 
tions : 

''What  did  he  [Eincaid]  do  when  he  came  into  the  room, 
where  did  he  first  go!" 

''He  walked  up  to  the  bar-room  door,  then  he  turned  and 
he  went  back,  I  think,  toward  the  main  entrance  that  was  on 
the  east  side,  this  hallway  (showing  on  the  map).  He  might 
possibly  went  out.  I  wouldn't  be  positive  in  regard  to 
that" 

Question :  "What  did  you  see  Kincaid  do  after  that T  Now, 
I  am  not  asking  for  anything  he  said,  but  what  did  you  see 
him  dot"  Answer:  "Well,  Mr.  Kincaid  came  back  and  he 
made  the  remark  to — ^he  walked  over  to  the  wash-bowl  and  he 
got  a  towel  and  he  sponged  Mr.  Connolly  off." 

The  witness  Wessendorf,  after  stating  that  he  saw  Kineaid 
after  the  consummation  of  the  robbery — ^after  he  came  back 
into  the  hotel — ^was  asked  the  question: 

"Where  did  he  come  fromt"  Answer:  "He  must  have 
oome  out  from  the  stairs;  he  couldn't  come  from  nowheres 
else,  because  the  doors  were  all  locked." 

Question:  "Where  were  you  when  you  saw  him!"  An- 
swer: "I  was  standing  on  the  sidewalk  hollering  for  the 
marshal  when  I  saw  Kincaid.  I  saw  him  come  out  of  the 
office  onto  the  street,  and  I  saw  him  back  in  that  office  again 
wiping  the  blood  off  of  Connolly.  He  had  gone  out  onto  the 
street  before  he  wiped  the  blood  off  Connolly." 

The  sheriff,  after  stating  that  he  arrested  Kincaid,  was 
asked: 

"What  was  done  with  him  when  he  was  brought  down!** 
Answer:  "I  asked  him  to  remove  his  shoes,  which  he  did, 
searched  him  and  locked  him  up.  He  removed  his 
at  my  request  and  in  my  presence." 
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Defendant  objected  to  all  of  these  questions  upon  the 
ground  that  they  were  irrelevant,  incompetent  and  imma- 
terial, and  related  to  what  took  place  subsequent  to  the  con- 
summation of  the  alleged  offense  and  not  in  the  presence 
of  defendant. 

We  are  not  unmindful  of  the  general  rule  that  evidence 
of  the  declarations  and  appearance  of  a  co-conspirator  di- 
rected to  matters  occurring  after  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fense, and  not  in  the  presence  of  the  defendant  on  trial,  is 
inadmissible.  {People  v.  Opie,  123  Cal.  294,  [55  Pac.  989] ; 
People  V.  DUwood,  94  CaL  89,  [29  Pac.  420].)  The  fact 
that  Kincaid  procured  a  towel  and  washed  the  blood  from 
Connolly's  face  was,  however,  competent  evidence  as  tending 
to  corroborate  Connolly's  testimony  that  he  had  been  knocked 
down ;  it  tended  to  show  his  condition  immediately  after  the 
robbery;  that  his  face  was  covered  with  blood  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  another,  whether  as  an  act  of  kindness  or  otherwise, 
deemed  it  necessary  to  remove  the  blood.  It  was  an  inde- 
pendent act,  and  where  Kincaid  came  from  and  his  move- 
ments around  the  saloon  immediately  preceding  the  act  of 
washing  Connolly's  face  were  but  recitals  of  the  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  principal  act  of  washing  the  face. 
They  amounted  to  but  a  detailed  history  of  the  transaction, 
which  tended  to  corroborate  the  statement  of  the  prosecuting 
witness  that,  by  force  and  violence,  he  had  been  robbed.  Con- 
ceding the  questions  to  be  irrelevant  and  the  testimony  elicited 
incompetent,  and  for  that  reason  erroneously  admitted,  still 
the  evidence,  so  far  as  fixing  the  robbery  upon  Stokes,  was 
of  such  a  character  as  to  be  wholly  immaterial  and  without 
any  weight.  The  answers  threw  no  light  whatever  upon  the 
issue  as  to  whether  or  not  Stokes  was  a  participant  in  the 
robbery.  We  are  unable  to  see  how  it  aflfected  the  substan- 
tial rights  of  the  defendant,  without  which  being  made  to  ap- 
pear affirmatively,  the  error,  if  any,  must  be  disregarded. 
(Pen.  Code,  sec.  1258.)  ''If  the  evidence  objected  to  had 
been  excluded,  we  do  not  see  how  the  jury  could  have  enter- 
tained a  doubt  of  the  fact  of  the  robbery,  or  of  the  identity 
of  the  defendant  as  one  of  the  robbers."  {People  v.  Clark, 
106  CaL  41,  [39  Pac.  53].) 

The  jury  rendered  its  verdict  on  March  19,  1906,  and  April 
2d  following  was  by  the  court  fixed  as  the  date  of  pronounc- 
ing judgment^  which,  however,  upon  motion  of  counsel  for 
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defendant,  was  postponed  to  April  16th,  and  on  that  date, 
upon  like  motion,  again  postponed  until  April  80,  1906. 
Nothing  further  was  done  until  June  4,  1906,  when  defend- 
ant was  brought  before  the  court  for  judgment,  whereupon 
he  objected  to  judgment  being  pronounced  upon  fhe  ground 
that,  by  reason  of  the  delay,  had  without  defendant's  con- 
sent, the  court  had  lost  jurisdiction  to  pronounce  any  judg- 
ment upon  said  verdict,  and  it  is  now  claimed  that  the  judg- 
ment entered  is  without  authority,  and  therefore  null  and 
void. 

At  defendant's  request,  April  30th  was  the  time  fixed  by 
the  court  for  pronouncing  judgment.  There  was,  at  most, 
a  delay  of  thirty-five  days,  including  intervening  Sundays 
and  holidays.  We  cannot  assent  to  the  proposition  that,  1^ 
reason  of  this  delay,  the  court  lost  jurisdiction  to  pronounce 
sentence.  The  delay  was  undoubtedly  due  to  the  holidays 
proclaimed  by  the  governor  of  the  state  and  which  continued 
throughout  the  month  of  May,  1906.  It  is  not  necessary  to 
pass  upon  the  question  as  to  whether  this  holiday  period  of 
one  month  would  excuse  and  justify  an  otherwise  unwar- 
ranted delay,  for  the  reason  that  we  are  of  the  opinion  that, 
even  though  it  be  held  that  the  act  of  pronouncing  judgment 
is  a  part  of  fhe  trial,  the  court  did  not,  by  reason  of  the 
postponement  from  April  30th  to  June  4th,  lose  jurisdiction 
in  the  matter. 

A  trial  is  ''the  examination  before  a  competent  tribunal, 
according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  of  the  facts  or  law  put 
in  issue  in  a  cause,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  such  is- 
sue." (Anderson  v.  Pennie,  32  Cal.  267;  Tregambo  v.  IKn- 
ing  Co.,  57  Cal.  501.)  Pronouncing  judgment,  which  is  the 
formal  declaration  of  sentence,  is  not  the  trial,  nor  any  part 
thereof  within  the  meaning  of  section  13,  article  I,  of  the  con- 
stitution. (Reed  v.  State,  147  Ind.  41,  [46  N.  E.  135].) 
In  a  Missouri  case  (State  v.  Watson,  95  Mo.  415,  [8  S.  W, 
383]),  judgment  was  pronounced  two  years  after  verdict, 
and  the  court  passing  upon  a  statute  requiring  that  defendant 
be  brought  to  trial  within  a  specified  time  after  indictment, 
otherwise  to  be  discharged,  held  that  such  limitation  did  not 
apply  to  the  pronouncing  of  sentence.  The  supreme  court 
in  People  v.  Felix,  45  Cal.  163,  upholds  a  sentence  pronounced 
at  the  third  term  after  conviction.  The  trial  ended  with 
the  announcement  of  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  whereby  it  do* 
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dared  the  result  of  its  deliberations  upon  the  issues  of  fact 
which  had  been  submitted  to  it  for  its  decision. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  Toluminous  record  in  this 
ease  impresses  us  with  the  fact  that,  notwithstanding:  the  very 
aUe,  ingenious  and  persistent  effort  of  counsel  to  specify  an 
error  therein,  such  effort  has  failed,  and  the  order  and  judg- 
ment should  be,  and  are,  afllrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J^  and  Taggart^  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  May  9, 1907. 
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GERMAN  SAVINGS  AND  LOAN  SOCIETY,  Appellant,  ▼. 
MARION  ALDRIGH,  Gity  Treasurer,  etc.,  0.  NELSON, 
and  SANTA  BARBARA  GOUNTY  NATIONAL  BANK, 
Respondents. 

FBELIMnTAET   INJUNCTION— LlMlT   OF    OONTINUANCB — OONStBUOTION    OF 

AifXNDicXNT  TO  Ck)DB. — The  amendment  of  1895  to  section  527  of 
the  Ck>de  of  dvil  Procedure,  fixing  the  limit  of  twelve  months  be- 
yond which  a  preliminaiy  injunction  will  cease  to  operate  if  certain 
conditions  do  not  exist,  applies  equally,  whether  the  injunction  is 
granted  after  notice  or  ex  parte,  and  involves  no  question  of  remedy 
by  appeal,  or  of  ree  adjudicata.  At  the  expiration  of  the  twelve 
months,  if  the  conditions  stated  do  not  apply,  the  injunction  be- 
comes inoperative  and  the  parties  beneficially  interested  are  en- 
titled to  have  the  court  so  declare. 
Xb. — ^Pbopeb  Ezebcisx  of  Jurisdiction. — It  is  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
court's  jurisdiction  to  ascertain  and  find  the  facts  as  to  the  con- 
ditions; and  declare  by  its  order  that  the  injunction  is  no  longer 
in  force,  if  the  facts  warrant  such  deduction.  The  only  thing  be- 
fore the  court  is  the  ascertainment  of  the  facts  upon  which  the 
light  depends. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Bernardino  County,  dissolving  a  preliminary  injunction. 
Prank  P.  Oster,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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B.  M.  F.  Soto,  for  Appellant. 
Hunsaker  &  Britt,  for  Respondents. 

TAOOABT,  J. — ^This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  dissolv- 
ing^ a  preliminary  injunction. 

The  injunction  was  granted  upon  notice  and  service  of  an 
order  to  show  cause  regularly  made.  The  order  dissolving 
the  injunction  was  also  made  upon  motions  separately  filed 
by  each  of  the  defendants  after  hearing  duly  noticed. 

The  sole  ground  of  each  of  the  motions  was  the  delay  in 
bringing  on  the  cause  for  trial  on  its  merits.  The  notices 
of  motion  specify,  and  the  affidavits  in  support  of  them  aver, 
that  the  injunction  was  granted  prior  to  the  trial  of  said 
action;  that  the  same  has  continued  in  force  for  a  longer 
period  than  twelve  months  from  the  time  it  was  granted; 
that  the  parties  to  said  action  have  not  consented  that  the 
same  shall  continue  in  force  for  a  longer  period  than  *'siz 
months/'  in  one  case,  and  in  the  other,  "any  period  of  time, 
or  at  all";  and  that  the  said  action  has  not  been  set  for  trial 
on  its  merits.  Both  notices  and  affidavits  follow  the  lan- 
guage of  the  amendment  of  section  527  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure  made  in  1895. 

Appellant  contends  that  the  preliminary  injunction  hav- 
ing been  granted  after  hearing,  the  court  was  without  power 
to  dissolve  the  same ;  that  the  matter  was  res  adjudicata;  that 
the  only  remedy  was  by  appeal  from  the  order  granting  the 
injunction;  that,  assuming  the  court  had  the  power  to  dis- 
solve, this  could  be  exercised  only  upon  new  matter  or  evi- 
dence arising  since  the  granting  of  the  injunction ;  and  that 
the  amendment  of  section  527,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  must 
be  limited  in  its  application  to  a  preliminary  injunction 
granted  ex  partem  where  no  motion  either  to  dissolve  or  modify 
such  injunction  has  been  made  or  denied. 

The  determination  of  these  contentions  depends  solely  upon 
a  construction  of  the  amendment  of  section  527,  and  so  far 
as  we  are  aware,  it  has  not  been  construed  by  any  appellate 
court.  A  cardinal  rule  of  interpretation  is  that  a  statute  free 
from  ambiguity  and  uncertainty  needs  no  interpretation. 
This  must  be  so,  for  all  interpretation  and  construction  is  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  legislative  will.  When  this 
is  clear,  interpretation  is  not  allowable.  {Davis  v.  Hart, 
123  CaL  387,  [55  Pac.  1060].) 
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Section  527,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  as  it  originally  stood, 
provided  at  what  time  a  provisional  injunction  might  be 
granted,  and  what  was  required  to  obtain  it.  By  the  amend- 
ment of  1895  a  limit  was  fixed,  beyond  which  a  provisional 
injunction  would  not  be  operative,  if  granted  before  the  ac- 
tual trial  of  the  cause  wherein  it  was  granted.  This  limita- 
tion was  placed  at  twelve  months  from  the  time  the  injunc- 
tion was  granted.  Two  exceptions  were  made  to  the  operation 
of  the  amendment,  those  cases  in  which  the  injunction  is  con- 
tinued for  a  longer  period  by  consent  of  the  parties,  and  those 
in  which  the  cause  has  been  set  for  trial  upon  its  merits  before 
the  period  of  limitation  expires. 

It  was  not  intended  by  the  framers  of  the  amendment  to 
provide  any  remedy  for  the  party  against  whom  the  injunc- 
tion nms,  and  therefore  the  question  of  his  having  a  remedy 
by  appeal  has  no  application. 

The  matter  adjudged  by  the  court  in  making  the  order  com- 
plained of  is  not  res  adjiidicata.  When  the  court  made  the 
order  it  did  not  review,  reconsider,  or  pass  upon  the  matters 
determined  in  granting  the  injunction.  The  expiration  of 
the  twelve  months,  the  want  of  consent  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants,  and  that  the  cause  had  not  been  set  for  trial  on 
its  merits  were  all  the  matters  before  the  court. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  lauguage  of  the  amendment  to  jus- 
tify any  distinction  between  injunctions  granted  ex  parte  and 
those  granted  after  a  hearing  of  aU  the  parties.  The  wrong 
to  be  remedied  by  the  amendment  was  the  abuse  of  provi- 
sional injunctions  obtained  before  trial  of  the  causes  on  their 
merits  by  using  them,  through  delay  of  the  trial,  to  serve  the 
purpose  of  a  final  judgment  The  remedy  given,  a  limitation 
of  the  period  of  their  effectiveness,  was  as  much  needed  in 
cases  of  injunctions  granted  on  hearing  as  in  those  granted 
on  ex  parte  application. 

The  period  of  twelve  months  having  expired,  and  the  case 
being  neither  tried  nor  set  for  trial  on  its  merits,  the  injunc- 
tion became  inoperative,  and,  upon  application  to  the  court, 
the  parties  beneficially  interested  were  entitled  to  have  the 
court  so  declare. 

There  is  no  formal  signed  order  dissolving  the  injunction 
in  the  record.  The  minute  entry,  ^'Motion  to  Dissolve  and 
Vacate  Injunction.  Present,  Hunsaker  &  Britt  and  McKeeby 
4  McKeeby.    Motion  granted,''  ia  all  that  appears.    It  is  not 
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material  whether  this  order  be  designated  an  order  dissolving 
an  injunction,  or  an  order  declaring  the  dissolution  of  an 
Injunction  by  operation  of  law.  The  law  having  declared 
the  writ  to  be  inoperative  after  a  certain  time,  upon  certain 
conditions,  it  appears  to  us  to  be  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
court's  jurisdiction  to  ascertain  and  find  the  facts  as  to  the 
conditions  and  declare  by  its  order  that  the  injunction  is  no 
longer  in  force,  if  the  facts  warrant  such  a  declaration. 

The  motion  that  may  be  made  under  this  amendment  is  in 
some  respects  similar  to  the  proceeding  to  declare  the  termina- 
tion of  a  life  estate  under  section  1723,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure. The  only  thing  before  the  court  is  the  ascertainment 
of  the  existence  of  the  facts  upon  which  the  right  depends. 
(Matter  of  Tracey,  136  Cal.  385,  [69  Pac.  20].) 

A  mere  declaration  not  in  form  of  an  order  might  not  be 
appealable  (Devlin  v.  Rydeherg,  132  Cal.  324,  [64  Pae.  396]), 
but  all  parties  here  have  treated  the  appeal  from  the  order 
in  question  as  proper,  and  it  has  been  considered  on  its  merits. 
The  objection  that  the  notice  of  appeal  was  not  filed  in  time 
appears  to  have  been  withdrawn  by  stipulation. 

Order  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 


[dv.  No.  252.    Third  AppeUate  DiBtriet.— Mareh  18,  1907.] 

iyjBERT  E.  GIACOMINI,  Respondent,  v.  PACIFIC  LUM- 
BER COMPANY,  Appellant 

NiOLiGENCx— Master  and  Servant— Imdkpbndknt  Oontractobt-Qubs- 
noN  OF  Fact  for  Jury. — ^la  an  action  bj  a  servant  for  damages 
caused  hj  the  negligence  of  defendant  as  his  employer  in  failing 
to  furnish  safe  appliances,  where  there  is  a  dispute  whether  plain- 
tiff was  the  servant  of  the  defendant  or  of  independent  contractors, 
and  it  appears  that  plaintiff  was  paid  bj  defendant,  and  the  evi- 
dence is  such  that  the  existence  of  the  relation  of  independent  con* 
tractors  is  in  doubt,  its  existence  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jurj, 
and  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  appeal 

Id. — ^Instruction  Submittino  Question  of  Fact—Detail  of  Evi- 
IKNOX. — ^Where  the  court,  in  submitting  to  the  jurj  the  qu^tion  of 
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fAct  whether  the  persons  claimed  to  be  independent  contractors  were 
sach  or  mere  servants  of  the  defendant,  properly  instructed  them 
as  to  the  law  of  the  ease,  though  it  may  have  been  unnecessary  to 
detail  the  evidence,  the  action  of  the  court  in  calling  attention 
particularly  to  the  evidence  which  must  be  the  basis  of  the  jury's 
finding  cannot  be  successfully  assailed. 
Id.— Unsatx  Appliangz — ^Etidsnox  of  Nkguoencb — Support  of  Vie- 
DICT. — Where  the  evidence  shows  that  the  machine  on  which  plain- 
tiff was  injured  was  originally  unsafe,  and  that  an  appliance  was 
put  thereon  to  make  it  less  dangerous,  in  respect  to  which  the  master 
was  negligent  in  failing  in  his  duty  to  keep  it  secure,  or  to  inspect 
the  machine  and  appliance,  and  in  falling  to  warn  plaintiff,  who, 
in  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  fastened,  was  requested 
hj  an  inexperienced  workman  to  adjust  the  loosened  appliance, 
to  his  injury,  the  evidence  of  negligence  is  sufficient  to  support  the 
verdict  for  damages. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Hum- 
boldt County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  G. 
W.  Hunter,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
Oillett  &  Cutler,  and  D.  Servier,  for  Appellant. 
Mahan  ft  Mahan,  and  Coonan  ft  Eehoe,  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J. — ^A  jury  awarded  respondent  the  sum  of 
$3,500  as  damages  for  injuries  received  in  a  shingle-mill  be- 
longing to  appellant.  The  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  and 
order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  **on  the  twelfth  day  of  De- 
cember, 1900,  and  for  some  time  prior  thereto,  said  plain- 
tiff was  employed  by  defendant  in  the  capacity  of  shingle 
sawyer  at  one  of  said  machines  (a  hand-shingle  machine)  so 
known  and  designated  as  machine  No.  3,  with  instructions  to 
attend  to  the  setting  of  the  screws  of  said  other  hand-shingle 
machines  when  the  same  were  being  operated  by  inexperienced 
men. 

"That  on  said  twelfth  day  of  December,  1900,  and  for 
some  time  prior  thereto,  said  machine  known  and  designated 
as  machine  No.  2  was  in  a  defective  and  dangerous  condition, 
in  this,  that  on  the  frame  of  the  carriage  of  said  machine, 
and  on  the  side  nearest  the  saw  was  fastened  at  the  time  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


220  QiAGOMoa  V.  Pacifio  Lumber  Co.     [5  Cal.  App. 

the  accident  hereinafter  described,  an  appliance,  used  to  pre- 
vent spalts  from  coming  in  contact  with  tiie  saw/'  Then  fol- 
lows a  description  of  said  appliance  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  fastened  to  said  machine,  and  an  allegation  that  it  was 
so  insecurely  fastened  as  to  render  the  machine  'defective, 
dangerous  and  unsafe  to  persons  engaged  in  operating  or 
working  about  said  machine,"  and  that  it  had  been  in  such 
condition  for  several  months  to  the  knowledge  of  defendant, 
or  that  defendant  could  have  known  thereof  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  and  diligence,  but  ''negligently  permitted 
and  suffered  the  same  to  be  and  remain  during  all  of  said 
time  in  said  defective,  dangerous  and  unsafe  condition.  That 
on  said  twelfth  day  of  December,  1900,  while  said  machine 
was  in  said  defective,  dangerous  and  unsafe  condition  as 
aforesaid,  it  was  being  operated  by  an  inexperienced  man, 
one  Charles  Bilderbach,  who  requested  said  plaintiff  herein 
to  set  the  screws  on  said  machine,  which  said  screws  are  used 
for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  table  of  said  machine  so 
that  the  shingles  may  be  cut  of  the  proper  thickness,  and  while 
said  plaintiff  was  so  engaged  in  setting  the  screws  on  said  ma- 
chine at  said  time,  it  became  necessary  for  said  plaintiff  to 
push  the  carriage  of  said  machine  back  and  forth  over  said 
rapidly  revolving  saw,  and  while  doing  so  the  said  appliance 
.  •  .  dropped  down  at  one  end  and  came  in  contact  with  said 
saw  and  was  torn  from  its  place  and  struck  plaintiff,"  in- 
flicting serious  injuries. 

Ab  usual  in  cases  of  this  character,  there  is  little  controversy 
as  to  the  law  in  the  abstract,  but  counsel  differ  widely  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  evidence  and  what  particular  principles  of 
the  law  of  negligence  should  be  invoked. 

1.  The  appellant  earnestly  insists,  and  its  main  point  is, 
that  the  evidence  shows  without  conflict  that  defendant  was 
absolved  from  all  blame  for  the  accident  for  the  all-sufScient 
reason  that  plaintiff  was  not  in  its  employ,  but  was  working 
for  Ansel  B.  Thompson  and  Thomas  Maddux,  who,  it  is 
alleged  in  the  answer,  ''were  engaged  in  manufacturing 
shingles  in  said  mill  for  said  defendant  under  an  agreement 
with  defendant  that  defendant  was  to  furnish  the  power  and 
machinery  and  keep  the  machinery  in  repair,  and  said  Thomp- 
son and  Maddux  were  to  receive  a  specified  amount  per  thou- 
sand shingles  for  manufacturing  the  same  for  defendant  with 
said  machinery  and  from  material  furnished  by  defendant" 
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In  other  words,  it  is  contended  that  Thompson  and  Maddux 
were  ''independent  contractors/'  and  that  the  doctrine  of 
respondeat  superior  does  not  apply  to  appeUant.  Responds 
ent  claims  that  the  evidence  leaves  debatable  the  question 
whether  there  was  such  a  contract,  and  that  it  therefore  be- 
came a  proper  subject  of  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the 
jury;  and  that  this  court  cannot  say  that  the  finding  adverse 
to  appellant  rests  upon  unsubstantial  support.  Does  the  evi- 
dence demand  the  conclusion  that  the  relation  of  ''master 
and  servant"  or  employer  and  employee  existed  between 
Thompson  and  Maddux  on  the  one  hand  and  respondent  on 
the  other  t    If  so,  the  judgment  cannot  be  upheld. 

Section  2009,  Civil  Code,  provides  that:  "A  servant  is  one 
who  is  employed  to  render  personal  service  to  his  employer 
otherwise  than  in  the  pursuit  of  an  independent  calling,  and 
who  in  such  service  remai'ns  entirely  under  the  control  and 
direction  of  the  latter  who  is  called  the  master."  If  any 
addition  to  the  code  definition  or  any  elucidation  of  it  were 
needed,  it  could  be  supplied  by  quotation  from  many  authori- 
ties, as  the  question  has  been  often  the  subject  of  judicial 
cognizance.  By  this  code  provision  as  well  as  by  the  decisions 
it  is  made  clear  that  in  determining  whether  Thompson  and 
Maddux  were  independent  contractors  or  fellow-servants  with 
respondents  the  vital  inquiry  is,  Who  had  ^'entire  control 
and  direction**  of  respondent  in  the  service  he  was  perform- 
ing! If  there  had  been  a  written  agreement  between  ap- 
pellant and  said  Thompson  and  Maddux,  or  if  there  were  no 
uncertainty  as  to  the  scope  and  terms  of  said  agreement,  a 
question  of  law  would  be  presented,  but  it  is  insisted  by  re- 
spondent that  in  view  of  the  evidence,  it  was  a  question  of 
fact  under  proper  instructions  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury 
to  determine  whether  respondent  was  the  employee  of  one 
or  the  other.  "Where  an  alleged  contract  rests  entirely  in 
parol,  it  is  the  province  and  duty  of  the  jury  to  determine 
whether  there  is  a  contract,  and  to  ascertain  and  fix  its  terms, 
unless  these  terms  are  precise  and  explicit  and  admit  of  one 
construction  only."  (11  Ency.  of  PI.  &  Pr.  88.)  And  in 
aid  of  the  effort  to  reach  a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to 
whether  a  party  is  an  independent  contractor  or  a  fellow- 
servant,  it  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  impossible  to  formulate 
inflexible  rules  which  will  cover  all  conceivable  circumstances 
that  may  be  received  in  evidence,  but  there  are  certain  well- 
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recognized  guides  of  general  application  that  point  the  way 
to  a  conclusion.  For  instance,  it  has  been  announced  that 
an  **  independent  contractor  represents  his  employer  only 
as  to  the  results  of  the  work  and  not  as  to  the  means  where- 
by it  is  to  be  accomplished.'*  {Casement  ▼.  Brown,  148  U.  S. 
615,  [13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  672].)  Again,  "A  contractor  for 
certain  work  may  at  the  same  time  be  the  servant  of  the  same 
employer  in  regard  to  other  work  to  be  done  by  him,  so  as 
to  render  the  latter  liable  for  his  acts  in  connection  witiii  such 
other  work."  (16  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  187.)  Again, 
''If  the  employer  has  the  right  of  control,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  he  actually  exercises  it"  {lAnnehan  v.  RoUina,  137 
Mass.  123,  [50  Am.  Bep.  287].)  And  ''a  reservation  by 
the  employer  of  the  right  by  himself  or  his  agent  to  super- 
vise the  work  merely  to  determine  whether  it  is  being  done 
in  conformity  to  the  contract  does  not  affect  the  independ- 
ence of  the  relation"  {Callan  v.  Bull,  113  CaL  593,  [45 
Pac.  1017]) ;  the  fact  that  payment  is  made  **by  the  job" 
or  ''according  to  the  amount  of  the  work  done  does  not  make 
an  employee  an  independent  contractor,  though  it  may  be  evi- 
dence that  he  is  such."     (16  Ency.  of  Law,  189.) 

But  the  ultimate  standard  by  which  all  the  evidence  must 
be  measured  is  that  prescribed  by  the  code:  Who  has  the 
undisputed  and  complete  control  of  the  servant  t  Appellant 
in  the  case  at  bar  answers:  Thompson  and  Maddux.  That 
is  its  interpretation  of  the  evidence,  and  in  so  many  words 
it  is  so  declared  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  but  the  jury  had 
a  right  to  consider  all  the  facts  and  circumstances  bearing 
upon  the  relation  of  the  parties,  and  must  it  be  afSrmed,  as 
a  matter  of  law,  that  there  is  no  warrant  for  the  finding 
that  Thompson  and  Maddux  were  fellow-servants  of  respond- 
ent within  the  meaning  of  the  codet  The  declarations  of  cer- 
tain witnesses  for  defendant  undoubtedly  did  not  carry  con- 
viction to  the  minds  of  the  jury,  and  there  were  facts  and 
circumstances  considered  more  satisfactory  and  these  led  to 
a  different  conclusion. 

In  his  opinion  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  the 
learned  judge  of  the  lower  court  recites  a  large  number  of 
these  circumstances,  which  the  jury  had  the  right  to  con- 
sider in  determining  whether  there  was  any  such  contract 
as  claimed  by  appellant,  among  which  are  the  following: 
The  compensation  of  Thompson  and  Maddux  was  subject  to 
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change  at  any  time  and  was  frequently  changed  by  the  com- 
pany. Whatever  the  agreement^  it  was  for  no  definite  term 
and  could  be  terminated  at  any  time  by  either  party  to  it. 
The  company  owned  the  sawmill  and  the  i^hingle  machines, 
one  of  the  machines  being  placed  in  the  main  part  of  the 
building  and  two  in  the  addition  which  was  built  later.  The 
same  power  ran  the  main  mill  and  the  shingle  machines.  The 
company  furnished  all  the  machinery,  the  power,  the  lights, 
made  all  important  repairs  and  furnished  all  the  oil  for  the 
machinery.  The  material  to  be  manufactured  into  shingles 
was  the  refuse  from  the  main  mill,  carried  down  to  the  shingle 
machines  by  elevators,  the  material  being  taken  from  the 
same  by  the  men  in  the  employ  of  the  company.  The  shingle 
machines  were  dependent  entirely  upon  the  main  mill  for 
material  to  be  manufactured  into  shingles.  Thompson  was 
the  principal  man  in  the  shingle  department,  looked  after 
the  work,  but  at  times  was  called  into  the  main  mill  and 
worked  there  when  the  shingle  machines  were  idle,  and  when 
they  were  running  he  occasionally  filed  saws  in  the  big  mill, 
and  he  filed  for  the  shake  machine,  and  he  was  paid  there- 
for one  dollar  a  day,  which  he  says  he  divided  with  Mad- 
dux. Maddux  also  did  some  filing  in  the  main  mill,  and 
they  often  worked  at  various  jobs  therein  when  the  sUngle- 
mill  was  idle  and  the  other  men  in  the  shingle-mill  did  the 
same.  One  of  the  shingle  sawyers  worked  for  three  days 
in  the  big  shingle-mill  up  the  track  for  defendant,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  month  he  received  his  wages  from  the  com- 
pany in  the  same  manner  as  when  he  was  working  all  the 
time  in  the  shingle  department  of  the  main  mill.  If  they 
were  short  of  stock,  Thompson  and  Maddux  complained  to 
Howatt,  the  general  foreman  of  defendant,  and  if  stock  was 
accumulating,  Howatt  would  not  permit  them  to  shut  down. 
Howatt  passed  through  the  shingle  department  sometimes 
two  6t  three  times  a  day  and  frequently  criticised  the  work 
of  the  men  and  occasionally  gave  them  orders.  On  one  oc- 
casion, when  Howatt  was  disabled,  Thompson  took  his  place 
as  foreman  of  the  main  mill  and  continued  therein  for  a 
week  or  more.  On  the  15th  of  each  month,  when  the  com- 
pany paid  all  its  employees,  the  men  in  the  shingle  depart- 
ment lined  up  at  the  ofKce  precisely  the  same  as  the  men  in 
its  employ  did,  and  were  paid  at  the  office  window  in  turn 
by  checks  given  by  the  company,  or,  if  the  amount  was  small. 
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sometimes  in  cash.  However,  the  evidence  for  defendant 
shows  that  this  was  charged  npon  the  books  of  the  company 
to  Thompson  and  Maddux.  The  latter  lined  up  as  the  other 
men  at  the  same  time  and  received  their  pay  in  the  same 
manner.  The  names  of  all  the  men  were  on  the  pay-roll 
kept  by  the  company  and  opposite  their  names  was  a  state- 
ment showing  the  amount  due  each  for  wages  during  the 
month  and  the  amount  due  the  company  for  biUs  incurred  by 
them  at  the  store  or  saloon  or  livery-stable  owned  by  the 
company.  The  men  in  the  shingle-mill  signed  the  pay-roll 
just  as  the  other  men  did.  Mrs.  Ferguson,  at  whose  place 
respondent  and  others  boarded,  applied  at  the  office  of  the 
company  and  signed  the  roll  as  the  others  did,  and  received 
her  pay  for  food  in  the  same  way.  On  some  occasions  the 
company  deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  men  working  in  the 
shingle  department  the  amount  due  for  state  and  county 
poU  taxes.  The  assessor  had  notified  the  company  to  keep 
out  for  him  the  money  due  from  the  men  in  its  employ  for 
poll  taxes,  but  had  never  made  such  a  request  particularly 
as  to  the  men  working  in  the  shingle  department  or  for 
Thompson  and  Maddux. 

To  show  how  uncertain  the  contract  was,  even  in  Mr. 
Thompson's  mind,  we  have  in  his  cross-examination  the  state- 
ment: **I  did  enter  into  the  contract  with  Mr.  Sinclair  alone, 
and  when  Mr.  Douglas  took  charge  he  simply  let  the  con- 
tract run  along  and  we  acted  on  it.  That  is  the  only  con- 
tract that  we  have  with  the  Pacific  Lumber  Company  at  the 
present  time,  and  it  was  the  only  contract  that  we  had  at  the 
time  Giacomini  was  employed.  Mr.  Maddux,  Mr.  Sinclair 
and  mjrself  were  the  only  three  present  when  the  last  contract 
was  made.  We  didn't  put  it  in  writing.  It  never  had  been 
in  writing.  We  simply  manufactured  our  shingles  for  so 
much  a  thousand.  When  times  got  harder  and  we  got  our 
men  cheaper  they  cut  us  down ;  then  when  it  got  hard  to  get 
men  we  had  to  come  to  them  to  pay  more.  That  is  the  way 
the  contract  ran.  We  never  had  it  any  other  way.  This 
contract  was  subject  to  change  with  the  varying  price  of 
lumber  and  the  varying  demand  for  men.  It  was  under- 
stood that  the  contract  could  be  abrogated  on  either  side  at 
any  time.  If  our  work  didn't  prove  satisfactory,  they  could 
immediately  come  in  and  take  their  machinery  and  let  us  go.*' 
He  went  on  further  to  state  that  he  did  not  know  just  when 
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the  contract  was  made  nor  what  price  th^  were  to  receive 
for  shingles.  And  altogether  his  testimony  was  so  uncer- 
tain that  it  might  justly  carry  very  little  if  any  weight  with 
the  jury.  There  was  at  least  sufficient  uncertainty  to  jus- 
tify the  submission  to  the  jury  of  the  question  whether  there 
existed  between  defendant  and  Thompson  and  Maddux  such 
a  contract  as  constituted  the  latter  '^  independent  contrac- 
tors." It  cannot  be  held,  we  think,  that  the  probative  force 
of  the  foregoing  circumstances  indicating  the  conduct  of  the 
parties,  considered  with  the  manner  and  appearance  of  the 
witnesses,  which  cannot  be  disclosed  by  the  record,  is  insuffi- 
cient to  justify  the  verdict 

Among  the  many  cases  in  the  books  involving  similar  ques- 
tiona  to  those  considered  herein  the  following  are  instruc- 
tive; Indiana  Iran  Co.  v.  Oray,  19  Ind.  App.  565,  [48  N.  B. 
803] ;  Bummel  v.  Dilwarth,  111  Pa.  St  343,  [2  Ati.  355] ; 
King  v.  New  York  etc.  B.  B.  Co.,  66  N.  Y,  187,  [23  Am.  Rep. 
37] ;  Klages  v.  OiUette  Herzoz  Man.  Co.,  86  Minn.  458,  [90 
N.  W.  1116] ;  Gahagan  v.  Aerometer  Co.,  67  Minn.  252,  [69 
N.  W.  914] ;  Bait  v.  New  England  Furniture  dk  Carpet  Co., 
66  Minn.  76,  [68  N.  W.  729] ;  New  Albany  Forge  ^  BoUing 
Mill  V.  Cooper,  131  Ind.  363,  [30  N.  B.  295] ;  Neimeyer  v. 
Meyerhauser,  95  Iowa,  497,  [64  N.  W.  416] ;  Nyback  v.  Cham- 
pagne Lumber  Co.,  109  Fed.  732,  [48  G.  C.  A.  632] ;  CarU 
son  V.  atockens  et  dl.,  91  Wis.  432,  [65  N.  W.  59] ;  Toomey 
V.  Donovan,  158  Mass.  232,  [33  N.  B.  396] ;  Smith  v.  Belshaw, 
89  Cal.  427,  [26  Pac  834] ;  Callan  v.  Bull,  supra;  Corletfx 
V.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  136  Cal.  642,  [69  Pac.  422] ;  Shea  v. 
Pacific  Power  Co.,  145  Cal.  682,  [79  Pac.  373]. 

In  the  Carlson  case,  it  is  held  that  **when  in  an  action  for 
damages  caused  by  the  negligent  opening  of  a  dam  for  the 
purpose  of  driving  logs,  there  is  evidence  that  the  person  in 
charge  of  the  drive  was  acting  as  defendant's  agent,  and  also 
evidence  that  he  had  full  control  of  the  drive  and  dam,  and 
that  he  employed  the  men  and  obtained  the  supplies,  defend- 
ants merely  paying  him  for  driving  their  logs,  it  is  for  the 
jury  to  determine  whether  such  person  was  an  independent 
contractor  or  not" 

In  the  Toomey  case,  as  stated  in  the  syllabus:  ''In  an  action 
by  a  workman  in  defendant's  factory  for  personal  injuries 
caused  by  a  defective  machine,  it  appeared  that  under  a  con- 
tract with  defendants  one  T.  had  charge  of  the  fitting  room 
§  GsL  App.— 16 
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in  the  factory — in  whose  room  plaintiff  worked — ^and  hired 
and  paid  the  men  who  worked  therein  and  was  himself  paid 
by  the  case  for  fitting  stocks,  and  that  defendants  furnished 
all  the  machinery  and  'looked  out'  for  the  room.  There  was 
testimony  that  they  were  about  the  room  often ;  that  they  kept 
the  machinery  so  that  it  would  be  all  right  to  do  the  work  in 
any  way,  shape  and  manner;  that  they  had  to  pay  for  re- 
pairs, but  T.  had  the  right  if  there  was  any  necessity  for  re- 
pairs to  go  to  a  certain  person  and  have  them  made;  that 
they  relied  on  T.  to  examine  the  machinery  and  they  had 
repairs  made  after  notice  from  him ;  that  they  had  the  right 
and  the  opportunity  to  inspect  the  machinery  and  they  never 
hired  anyone  to  clean  the  machines,  but  supposed  T.  would 
attend  to  that,  though  they  had  no  agreement  to  that  effect." 
It  was  held  by  the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts  that  the 
court  should  have  permitted  plaintiff  to  go  to  the  jury  as  to 
the  common-law  liability  of  defendants. 

It  is,  of  course,  not  our  province  to  pass  upon  the  weight 
of  the  evidence  or  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses,  nor  are  we 
concerned  about  the  question  whether  the  verdict  is  just  or 
in  accordance  with  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence.  We 
hold  simply  that  there  is  substantial  support  for  the  verdict 
and  it  is  therefore  binding  upon  appeal. 

2.  Another  point  emphasized  by  appellant  is,  that  the  court 
erred  in  giving  of  its  own  motion  an  instruction  marked  **A.'* 
The  instruction,  which  is  quite  lengthy,  defines  a  servant  and 
an  independent  contractor  and  directs  the  jury  that  '*the 
question  is  to  be  determined  by  all  the  evidence  bearing  upon 
the  point;  as  to  the  nature  and  terms  of  the  contract  be- 
tween the  parties,  as  to  the  location  and  situation  of  the  en- 
tire mill  and  machinery,'*  etc.,  calling  attention  to  the  vari- 
ous features  of  the  evidence,  '*with  all  the  other  evidence, 
facts  and  circumstances  in  the  case  which  will  aid  you  in 
determining  the  true  relation  between  Thompson  and  Mad- 
dux and  the  defendant,  that  is,  whether  Thompson  and  Mad- 
dux were  independent  contractors  within  the  law  as  I  have 
defined  it  to  you,  or  whether  they  were  the  agents  or  ser- 
vants of  the  defendant  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  as  I 
have  defined  that  relation  to  you."  It  probably  was  unneces- 
sary for  the  court  to  detail  the  evidence  which  was  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  the  general  direction  in  reference  to  all  the  evi- 
dence was  ample;  but  the  instruction  is  correct  in  its  defini- 
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tion  of  the  relations  involved;  it  does  not  purport  to  pass 
upon  the  weight  or  effect  of  the  evidence,  and  it  is  not  ap- 
parent how  it  could  have  prejudiced  the  defendant  As  it 
was  proper  for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  Thompson  and 
Maddux  were  independent  contractors  or  were  servants  of  the 
defendant,  the  action  of  the  court  in  calling  attention  spe- 
cifically to  the  evidence  which  must  be  the  basis  of  the  finding 
cannot  be  successfully  assailed. 

3.  Some  minor  points  are  made  by  appellant  which  hardly 
demand  extended  notice  and  which  may  be  considered  to- 
gether. The  rulings  of  the  court  during  the  progress  of  the 
trial,  if  erroneous  at  all,  were  without  prejudice.  The  in- 
structions refused,  as  far  as  correct  and  appropriate,  were 
covered  by  those  given. 

The  point  is  urged  here  that  the  appliance  of  which  com- 
plaint is  made  was  not  shown  to  be  unsafe  and  insecure  or 
dangerous  and  that  the  servant  assumed  the  risk.  The  law 
applicable  to  this  contention  was  properly  presented  by  the 
instructions,  but  the  jury  on  sufficient  evidence  found  the 
facts  to  be  in  accordance  with  respondent's  position.  There 
is  no  doubt,  as  stated  in  Donnelly  v.  San  Francisco  Bridge 
Co.,  117  Cal.  417,  [49  Pac.  559],  that  *'the  master  must  sup- 
ply his  employees  with  suitable  appliances  and  a  reasonably 
safe  place  in  which  to  perform  their  tasks,  and  cannot  relieve 
himself  from  responsibility  by  delegating  to  any  servant  a 
duty  which  rests  upon  him  as  master;  but  where  the  over- 
seer or  foreman  is  negligent  in  any  duty  which  does  not  de- 
volve upon  the  master,  then  the  master  is  not  responsible  for 
an  injury  resulting  therefrom  to  another  servant  in  the  same 
general  employment."  The  evidence  here,  however,  shows 
that  the  machine  originally  furnished  was  unsafe  and  the 
appliance  was  put  on  to  render  it  less  dangerous.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  master  to  see  that  this  appliance  was  safely  se- 
cured. There  was  evidence  of  negligence  in  that  respect. 
The  law  also  requires  the  master  ^'to  inspect  the  machinery 
and  appliances  furnished  to  his  servant  and  this  duty  must 
be  continuously  fulfilled  and  positively  performed."  (Dyas 
V.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  140  GaL  296,  [73  Pac.  972].)  It 
cannot  be  said  that  respondent  assumed  the  risk,  as  he  was 
not  at  work  upon  this  particular  machine,  but  went  there  to 
adjust  it  at  the  request  of  an  inexperienced  workman,  and 
the  respondent  was  ignorant  of  the  manner  in  which  the  ap- 
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pliance  was  fastened  to  the  machine.  '^Under  such  circum- 
stances it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  warn  the  employee." 
(Tedford  v.  Los  Angeles  Electric  Co.,  134  Cal.  76,  [66  Pac, 
76].)  ''To  relieve  the  master,  the  employee  must  not  only 
know  of  the  defect,  but  also  must  know  the  dangers  and  risks 
attending  the  operation  of  the  machines  by  reason  of  the 
defects.''  {N  of  singer  y.  Ooldman,  122  GaL  609,  [55  Pac 
425].) 

There  was  sufficient  evidence,  if  believed  by  the  jury,  to 
uphold  the  contention  of  respondent  in  harmony  with  the 
foregoing  principles  of  law.  It  may  be  conceded  that  the  case 
is  a  close  one,  but  an  appellate  court  should  not  substitute  its 
own  judgment  of  the  facts  for  that  of  the  trial  court  or  of  a 
juiy,  nor  should  a  verdict  be  lightly  disturbed. 

We  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  is  an  entire  absence 
of  evidence  to  support  the  verdict  or  that  there  was  any  pre- 
judicial error  committed.  The  judgment  and  order  denying 
the  motion  for  a  new  trial  are  affirmed. 

Hart^  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[Ckf.  No.  256.    Third  AppeUate  Distriet.— Maidi  19,  1907.] 

P.  ERNEST  ALLSOPP,  Respondent,  v.  JOSHUA  HENDT 
MACHINE  WORKS,  AppeUant 

▲OTION    VOB    AC00UNTIN<3 — ^PLEADING— FiNDINaS—AOBNOT    KMt    BiSALB 

or  Propsbtt — Conviebsion — Subplusaos — Cause  of  Action  mot 
Changed. — In  an  action  for  an  accounting  under  an  agreement 
for  resale  bj  defendant  of  property  before  eold  bj  him  to  plaintiff, 
and  intrusted  to  defendant  as  agent  for  resale,  where  it  appears 
that  a  portion  of  the  property  was  resold,  and  the  eomplaint  and 
evidence  and  findings  support  the  cause  of  action  for  an  account* 
ing,  an  averment  and  finding  that  the  property  not  resold  was 
misappropriated  by  defendant  to  his  own  uses,  do  not  change  the 
eaust  of  action  to  one  of  tort  for  conversion,  but  are  immaterial 
and  may  be  disregarded  as  surplusage. 
In.— LiABUiTT  OF  Agent  to  Account — ^Abuse  of  Tbusv— Oomminquno 
OF  Machinsbt. — The  defendant  having  undertaken  as  agent  for 
plaintiff  to  seU  mining  machinery  intrusted  to  it  for  resale,  and 
having  returned  some  of  it  to  persons  from  whom  it  was  pur- 
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ehated  and  reeeivad  credit  therefor,  and  having  in  abuse  of  its  trusty 
commingled  the  reeidne  of  the  machinery  with  its  own  stock,  so 
that  its  identity  was  snbstantiaUj  lost,  and  having  sold  it  as  its 
own,  it  maj  properly  be  held  liable  to  account  as  of  the  date  when 
the  property  was  intrusted  to  it  for  resale. 

1^4 — Agxnt  Bound  lo  Utmost  Good  Faith. — An  agent  is  charged  with 
the  duty  of  acting  in  the  utmost  good  faith  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  principal. 

ID^— I>BMiLND  Betobx  Suit  roB  AcoouNTiNO.— Where  an  agent  has  been 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  falling  to  notify  the  prindpal 
of  money  collected,  or  has  converted  the  property  to  his  own  use, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  a  demand  before  suit  for  an  accounting; 
but  where  the  plaintiff  alleged  and  proved  a  demand  and  refusal 
of  the  defendant  to  account,  the  requirements  of  the  law  were 
satisfied. 

Id. — Statutb  of  Liuitations — ^Piaading — ^Ezpbibs  Tbttbt — Ooii- 
CBALKD  Bbxach. — The  statute  of  limitation  applicable  to  an  ac- 
counting between  an  agent  and  the  principal  is  section  343  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  cannot  be  invoked  if  not  pleaded; 
nor  could  the  statute  begin  to  run,  the  relation  being  one  of  ex- 
press trust,  where  no  knowledge  of  a  repudiation  of  the  trust  re- 
lation was  brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  principal,  but  the 
breach  of  trust  was  concealed  from  him. 

Id^— Yalux  of  Pbopxbtt  Intbttstxd— Estoppel — Support  of  Find- 
INO. — Upon  general  principles  of  equity,  the  defendant  should  be 
estopped  from  contending  that  the  value  of  the  property  intrusted 
to  it  for  resale  was  less  than  the  amount  paid  therefor  by  plain- 
tiff to  defendant,  and  the  evidence  is  held  to  sustain  a  finding  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  value. 

tD^ — Costs — ^Pkbcbntagi  in  San  Fbanoisco. — ^In  a  litigated  case  in  San 
Francisco,  the  plaintiff  recovering  is  entitled  to  the  percentage  al- 
lowed by  the  statute  applicable  thereto  which  is  still  in  force. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial,  and  from  an  order  refusing  to  retax  costs. 
M.  C.  Sloes,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

B.  B.  Young,  for  Appellant 

Charles  W.  Slack,  for  Bespondent 

BURNETT,  J. — ^The  complaint  alleges  that  on  or  about 
June  17,  1897,  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  entered  into 
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a  contract  whereby  the  defendant  agreed  to  sell  to  the  plain- 
tiff a  five-stamp  mill  with  certain  accessories  for  the  sum  of 
$5,000 ;  that  thereafter  by  agreement  the  price  was  increased 
to  $5,050;  that  thereafter,  on  or  about  the  twenty-third  day 
of  September,  A.  D.  1897,  the  defendant  offered  to  deliver 
the  said  property  to  the  plaintiff  and  he  accepted  the  said 
offer,  and  thereupon  he  paid  defendant  the  sum  of  $5,050. 
There  is  no  denial  of  these  allegations.  It  is  further  alleged 
that  on  or  about  October  4,  1897,  the  defendant  agreed  with 
the  plaintiff  to  resell  for  him  the  said  property  and  to  ac- 
count for  the  sales  as  they  were  made,  and  thereupon  de- 
fendant took  possession  of  the  property  for  said  purpose. 
The  answer  admits  the  agreement,  but  denies  that  the  de- 
fendant took  possession  for  the  purpose  of  resale,  but  alleges 
that  it  always  had  possession,  and  that  no  part  of  the  prop- 
erty was  ever  delivered  to  plaintiff  but  had  been  left  with 
defendant  at  the  request  of  plaintiff.  The  finding  of  the 
court  in  that  behalf  was  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing 
allegations  and  admissions  of  the  answer. 

It  is  further  alleged  in  the  complaint  that  the  defendant 
resold  different  portions  of  the  property  for  sums  exceeding 
$3,500,  and  appropriated  to  its  own  use  the  remainder  of  the 
property;  that  the  defendant  has  never  accounted  to  the  plain- 
tiff for  the  property  or  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof,  nor 
has  the  defendant  paid  to  the  plaintiff  any  of  the  proceeds 
except  the  sum  of  $3,500 ;  and  that  on  or  about  April  4,  1902, 
the  plaintiff  demanded  an  accounting  of  defendant,  and  the 
prayer  is  for  an  accounting  for  the  property  and  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale. 

The  answer  denies  that  the  defendant  resold  any  of  the 
property  for  any  sum  in  excess  of  $3,500 ;  denies  that  it  ap- 
propriated to  its  own  use  any  of  the  property ;  denies  that  it 
has  never  accounted  to  the  plaintiff  for  the  property  or  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  thereof ;  admits  the  demand  for  the  ac- 
countingy  denies  its  refusal  to  account,  and  alleges  the  pay* 
ment  to  plaintiff  of  all  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  prop- 
erty. The  finding  of  the  court  on  this  issue  is  ^'that  the  de- 
fendant resold  a  portion  of  the  said  property;  but  the  de- 
fendant is  unable  to  account  for  the  moneys  received  from 
such  resales;  and  that  the  defendant  has  never  accounted  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  said  property,  or  for  the  proceeds  of  tho 
resales  thereof.    That  the  defendant,  on  or  about  the  said 
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fourth  day  of  October,  1897,  appropriated  to  its  own  use  all 
of  the  said  property;  and  that  the  value  of  said  property 
at  said  date  -was  and  is  the  sum  of  $4,040.  That  the  defendant 
has  not  paid  to  the  plaintiff  any  of  the  proceeds  of  the  re- 
sales of  the  property  except  the  sum  of  $3,500,  paid  as  fol« 
lows:  $1,000  April  6,  1899,  $1,000  Aug.  10,  1899,  $500  Nov. 
24,  1899,  and  $1,000  April  21,  1900."  There  is  also  a  finding 
that  the  defendant  failed  and  refused  to  account  to  plaintiff. 
The  court  also  finds  that  the  action  is  not  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations  bb  pleaded  by  defendant,  and  the  judg- 
ment is  in  favor  of  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  $1,417.57. 

The  judgment  is  manifestly  just  and  finds  ample  support 
in  the  evidence.  The  zeal  and  sincerity  with  which  they  are 
urged,  however,  are  probably  justification  for  the  specific  con- 
sideration of  the  points  made  by  appellant. 

It  is  contended  that  the  evidence  is  insufficient  to  justify 
the  decision  and  that  said  decision  is  against  the  law  and  the 
evidence.  The  argument  is  that  the  action  is  for  an  account- 
ing, and  the  court  finds  the  property  was  converted  by  ap- 
pellant and  bases  its  judgment  upon  the  rule  of  damages  for 
conversion,  as  provided  in  section  3336,  Civil  Code,  whereas, 
it  is  urged,  the  evidence  does  not  justify  the  conclusion  that 
the  appellant  appropriated  the  property  to  its  own  use. 

Both  parties  agree  that  the  action  is  for  an  accounting. 
The  gist  of  such  an  action  is  the  failure  to  account.  The 
finding  that  the  defendant  ''appropriated  to  its  own  use  all 
of  the  said  property"  is  obviously  broader  than  the  allegation 
of  the  complaint  "and  has  appropriated  to  its  own  use  the 
remainder  of  the  said  propeHy/'  but  this  is  immaterial,  and 
the  contention  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  show 
any  conversion  is  of  no  consequence  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
a  cause  of  action  for  an  accounting  is  sufficiently  pleaded  and 
supported  by  the  evidence,  and  the  allegation  and  finding  of 
conversion  may  be  disregarded  as  surplusage.  The  allegation 
of  an  appropriation  of  the  property  by  the  defendant  was 
unnecessary  and  did  not  change  the  action  into  one  of  tort 
{State  V.  Chedwick,  10  Or.  423;  Segelken  v.  Meyer,  94  N.  T. 
583.)  But,  as  pointed  out  by  respondent,  there  is  abundant 
evidence  to  show — ^if  it  be  deemed  important — ^that  the  prop- 
erty was  converted  by  appellant. 

The  evidence  satisfies  the  requirement  of  the  rule  laid  down 
in  Steele  y.  Marsicano,  102  Cal.  666,  [36  Pae.  920],  to  the 
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effect  that  ^^in  order  to  charge  the  defendant  with  the  eon- 
version  of  the  plaintiff's  goods,  he  must  be  shown  to  have 
done  some  act  implying  the  exercise  or  assumption  of  title, 
or  of  a  dominion  over  the  goods,  or  some  act  inconsistent  with 
the  plaintiff's  right  of  ownership,  or  in  the  repudiation  of 
such  right'*  It  is  not  apparent  what  other  act  could  have 
been  done  bj  appellant  in  respect  to  the  property  that  would 
more  fully  carry  with  it  the  implication  of  the  assumption 
of  title  to  and  dominion  over  the  property,  or  repudiation  of 
any  right  of  respondent  in  and  to  the  ownership  of  said  prop- 
erty. The  defendant  having  undertaken  as  an  agent  to  sell 
the  property  for  plaintiff,  having  returned  some  of  the  prop- 
erty to  the  persons  from  whom  it  was  purchased  and  receiv- 
ing credit  therefor,  and  having  placed  the  remainder  with 
its  own  stock  so  that  its  identity  was  substantially  lost,  and 
having  used  and  sold  the  property  as  its  own  without  keeping 
any  account  of  its  transactions,  is  hardly  in  a  position  to  urge 
that  it  should  not  be  held  liable  for  the  value  of  the  machinery 
as  of  the  date  of  October  4,  1897,  when  it  agreed  in  writing 
to  dispose  of  the  machinery  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  report 
the  sales  as  they  were  made.  As  an  agent,  appellant  was 
charged  with  the  duty  of  acting  in  the  utmost  good  faith 
for  the  promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  principal.  Its  con- 
duct was  hardly  compatible  with  the  requirements  of  the 
elemental  principles  of  its  trust  and  the  canons  of  honorable 
dealing. 

Section  2228,  Civil  Code,  provides  that:  ''In  all  matters 
connected  with  his  trust,  a  trustee  is  bound  to  act  in  the  high- 
est good  faith  toward  his  beneficiary  and  may  not  obtain  any 
advantage  therein  over  the  latter  by  the  slightest  misrepre- 
sentation, concealment,  threat,  or  adverse  pressure  of  any 
kind."  And  the  doctrine  is  universally  recognized  that  ''the 
paramount  and  vital  principle  of  all  agencies  is  good  faith, 
for  without  it  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent  could  not 
very  well  exist.  So  sedulously  is  this  principle  guarded,  that 
all  departures  from  it  are  esteemed  frauds  upon  the  confidence 
bestowed."    (1  Am.  &  Eng.  Bncy.  of  Law,  p.  1071.) 

For  further  illustrations  of  the  same  doctrine  we  may  cite: 
Sterling  v.  Smith,  97  Cal.  343,  [32  Pac.  320] ;  San  Pedro  Lum^ 
her  Co.  v.  Reynolds,  121  Cal.  74,  [53  Pac.  410],  and  Calmon  v. 
SorraiUe,  142  Cal.  638,  [76  Pac.  486] ;  Burke  v.  Bours,  92  CaL 
108,  [28  Pac.  67]. 
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In  Tiew  of  the  foregoing,  the  trial  court,  with  some  jnstifiea- 
tbn  at  least,  might  have  charged  the  defendant  with  the  full 
price  paid  for  the  machinery  by  the  plaintiflp,  but  assuredly, 
the  corporation  could  not  expect  a  more  generous  concession 
than  the  reduction  from  the  price  of  twenty  per  cent  which 
was  made  by  the  court  The  defendant,  being  unable  to  ac- 
oount  for  the  property  and  its  proceeds,  could  not  complain 
at  the  action  of  the  court  in  taking  $4,040  as  the  amount  due 
October  4,  1897,  and,  according  to  the  well-settled  rule  of 
partial  payments,  computing  interest  and  applying  the  pay- 
ments made^  and  thus  determining  that  the  indebtedness  of 
defendant  was  as  found  in  the  judgment  (Estate  of  Den,  35 
CaL  692;  16  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  p.  1036.) 

Appellant's  contention  that  a  demand  for  the  delivery  of 
the  property  was  required  is  likewise  destitute  of  any  merit. 
The  appellant  answers  its  own  contention  by  asserting  that 
"This  is  not  an  action  for  conversion  but  one  for  an  account- 
ing." But  eyen  if  it  were  an  action  for  conversion,  under 
the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  no  demand  would  be 
required.  This  is  apparent  from  the  cases  cited  by  appellant : 
Wood  V.  McDonald,  66  Cal.  547,  [6  Pac.  452] ,  Remy  v.  Olds, 
88  Cal.  537,  [26  Pac.  355],  and  Merrill  v.  Merrill,  95  Cal.  334, 
[30  Pac.  642].  In  the  Wood  case  it  is  said:  "Proof  of  any 
circumstance  which  would  satisfy  a  jury  that  a  demand  would 
be  unavailing — ^as  a  refusal  by  defendant  to  listen  to  one,  or 
a  statement  in  advance  that  he  will  not  deliver — ^will  be  suffi- 
cient to  excuse  proof  of  a  demand.  If  there  is  proof  that 
defendant  had  converted  the  property  before  or  independent 
of  the  demand,  such  conversion — the  material  matter — ^will 
render  the  defendant  liable.*' 

"If  there  is  an  actual  conversion  no  demand  need  be 
made."    (Cooley  on  Torts,  p.  530.) 

"Where,  however,  the  agent  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of 
duty,  as  where  he  fails  to  render  an  account  of  sales  or  to 
notify  the  principal  of  the  collection  of  money  within  a  reason- 
able time  or  has  converted  the  property  to  his  own  use,  there 
is  no  necessity  for  demand  before  suit."  (1  Am.  &  Eng. 
Ency.  of  Law,  p.  1092.) 

As  before  seen,  the  action  was  for  an  accounting,  and  plain- 
txS  alleged  and  proved  that  he  demanded  that  an  account  be 
made  to  him  by  defendant  and  its  failure  and  refusal  to  do 
10.    In  that  behalf  he  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  law. 
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In  support  of  its  plea  of  the  bar  of  the  statute,  appellant 
says:  ''If  the  facts  stated  in  the  complaint  constitute  a  case 
of  wrongful  conversion  of  personal  property  by  appellant, 
.  •  .  then  the  claim  of  respondent  is  barred  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,  because  the  conversion  is  found  to  have  been  com- 
mitted on  the  fourth  day  of  October,  1897,  and  his  suit  was 
instituted  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  1902.'*  But  it 
is  a  sufficient  answer  to  say  that  the  wrong  sections  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  were  pleaded  by  defendant,  viz.: 
Section  337  and  subdivision  1  of  section  339.  The  section 
applicable  to  conversion  is  section  338,  subdivision  3  {Lowe  v. 
Ozmun,  137  Cal.  257,  [70  Pac.  87],  and  Ilorton  v.  Jack  (Cal), 
37  Pac.  652) ;  and  the  section  applicable  to  causes  of  action 
for  an  accounting  is  section  343.  {West  y.  Bussell,  74  CaL 
544,  [16  Pac.  392].) 

But  again,  there  was  an  express  trust  created  by  the  trans- 
action between  the  parties,  and  the  statute  of  limitations 
would  not  begin  to  run  until  there  was  brought  home  to 
plaintiff  knowledge  of  the  repudiation  of  the  trust  or  the 
violation  of  its  terms  on  the  part  of  defendant. 

In  San  Psdro  Lumber  Co.  v.  Reynolds,  121  Cal.  74,  [53 
Pac.  410],  it  is  said:  ''The  statute  of  limitations  cannot  be 
successfully  invoked.  Reynolds  was  acting  in  a  fiduciary 
capacity.  Such  of  his  acts  as  resulted  in  loss  to  the  cor- 
poration were  concealed  breaches  of  trust.  The  statute  of 
limitations  would  not  begin  to  run  in  his  favor,  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  escape  the  results  of  an  accounting,  until  after 
knowledge  by  his  principal  of  his  derelictions.  In  this  case 
the  accounting  was  promptly  demanded  after  discovery." 
And  likewise  it  may  be  said  here  that  plaintiff  acted  speedily 
and  without  unnecessary  delay. 

In  19  American  and  English  Encyclopedia  of  Law,  page 
187,  it  is  declared:  "As  long  as  the  relation  of  principal  and 
agent  continues,  there  is  a  privity  between  the  parties,  and 
there  is  nothing  to  set  the  statute  in  operation  as  to  claims 
and  accounts  between  them.  The  position  of  the  agent  is 
that  of  a  trustee,  and  claims  against  him  are  governed  by  a 
rule  similar  to  that  controlling  trustees.  The  assertion  by 
the  agent  of  an  adverse  right  or  his  failure  to  discharge  a 
duty  to  his  principal  arising  out  of  his  agency  does  not  set 
the  statute  in  motion  until  called  to  the  attention  of  the  prin- 
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cipal  or  nntil  he  knows,  or  with  reasonable  diligence  might 
have  known  thereof.*' 

In  2  Perry  on  Trusts,  section  863,  the  role  is  stated  as 
follows:  "As  between  trustee  and  cestui  que  trust,  in  the 
case  of  an  express  trust,  the  statute  of  limitations  has  no  ap- 
plication, and  no  length  of  time  is  a  bar.  Against  an  express 
and  continuing  trust  time  does  not  run  until  repudiation  or 
adverse  possession  by  the  trustee  and  knowledge  thereof  on 
the  part  of  the  cestui.  .  .  •  The  trustee  must  clearly  re- 
pudiate the  trust  and  assume  an  adverse  position,  with  notice 
to  the  cestui,  before  the  statute  can  begin  to  run,**  But  the 
principle  is  too  well  established  to  need  further  citation  of 
authorities. 

In  its  closing  brief  appellant  seems  to  have  abandoned  all 
the  contentions  of  the  opening  brief  and  to  have  planted  itself 
firmly  upon  the  proposition  that  *' there  is  no  evidence  to 
support  Finding  6  of  the  trial  court  'that  the  value  of  the 
said  property  at  the  last-mentioned  date  (Oct.,  1897)  was  and 
is  the  sum  of  $4,040,'  nor  the  judgment  of  said  court  that 
respondent  recover  from  appellant  a  sum  of  $1,417.57,  or  any 
sum."  The  argument  in  which  appellant  indulges  is  more 
curious  than  convincing.  Upon  general  considerations  of 
equity  it  would  seem  that  appellant  should  be  estopped  from 
contending  that  the  property  was  worth  less  than  $5,050,  the 
amount  paid  for  it  by  respondent  But  there  is  evidence  to 
sustain  the  finding  within  the  rule  prescribed  by  section  2237, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  that  **a  trustee  who  uses  or  disposes 
of  the  trust  property  contrary  to  section  2229  may,  at  the 
option  of  the  beneficiary,  be  required  to  account  for  all  profits 
so  made,  or  to  pay  the  value  of  its  use,  and,  if  he  disposed 
thereof,  to  replace  it,  with  its  fruits,  or  to  account  for  its 
proceeds  with  interest."  The  testimony  of  the  president  of 
the  corporation  is  sufiicient  support  for  the  finding  of  the 
court.  He  said  that  the  machinery  was  sold  to  Mr.  Allsopp 
for  the  fair  market  value;  and  when  asked  if  that  was  not 
the  value  at  the  time  it  was  taken  back  for  resale  his  answer 
was,  **I  could  not  say  positively.  I  don't  know  as  there  was 
any  particular  diflference.  I  don't  think  there  was  any  ap- 
preciable diflference."  There  are  other  circumstances  justify- 
ing the  court's  conclusion,  but  the  foregoing  is  sufficient. 

In  addition  to  the  appeal  from  the  judgment  and  order 
denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  there  is  also  an  appeal 
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from  an  order  of  the  court  refusing  to  strike  from  the  cost 
bill  the  amount  of  $20.88,  percentage  allowed  under  an  act 
of  the  legislature  entitled  '"An  Act  to  regulate  fees  in  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco/'  Statutes  of  1865-66, 
page  66.  In  the  recent  case  of  Doyle  ▼.  Eschen  et  ol.,  ante,  p. 
55,  [89  Pac.  836],  we  had  occasion  to  consider  the  question 
wheti[ier  the  provision  involved  herein  is  still  in  force,  and  we 
reached  the  conclusion  that  it  had  not  been  repealed.  .We  see 
no  reason  to  modify  the  views  therein  expressed. 
The  judgment  and  orders  are  a£Srmed. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart^  J.,  eoncurred* 


(OiT.  No.  288.    Third  Appellate  Distriet.— Manh  19,  1907.] 

CHARLES  SHIVELY,  Respondent,  ▼.  EUREKA  TEL- 
LURIUM  GOLD  MINING  CO.,  Defendant,  Appellant 
S.  W.  POWELL,  Administrator,  etc..  Intervener,  Ap* 
pellant 

CoBPOBATioNs— Bights  ot  Dnxoroas— Action  on  Quamtdx  Ublxht^ 
FoBMiB  JuDGMSNT  Invalidatimo  Notis  NOT  ▲  Bab/— A  jadgmwl 
ia  a  former  action  against  a  corporation  based  upon  notes  iMiied 
to  tho  director!  of  the  corporation  hj  their  own  TOtes,  which  weie 
adjudged  invalid  and  were  canceled,  in  which  the  indebtedness  ef 
the  corporation  upon  the  consideration  of  the  notes  was  not  passed 
npon  or  adjudicated,  is  not  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  cause  of  action 
en  behalf  of  the  directors,  based  npon  an  account  stated,  and  npon 
a  quantum  meruit  for  services  rendered  and  for  monej  loaned 
and  monej  expended  l^  them  for  the  use  and  beneilt  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

lA.— Tims  of  Aooottnt  Stated— Iicplixd  Aobbeicent— Suppobt  of 
FiNDiNQ. — ^An  account  stated  by  the  corporation  in  favor  of  one 
who  afterward  became  its  director,  for  services  actually  performed 
and  monej  advanced  prior  thereto,  is  valid  and  binding.  No  express 
agreement  was  required  to  be  shown,  but  a  finding  in  favor  of  the 
account  stated  is  sufficiently  based  npon  an  implied  agreement 

iBu — ^Incubbino  of  Just  Indebtednsss  by  Dx  Facto  Dibsctobs. — The 
incurring  of  just  indebtedness  against  the  corporation  bj  de  facto 
directors,  cannot  be  impeached  by  showing  an  irregularity  in  their 
election. 
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lA. — 8IBVIOK8   BBNDDtKD   AND   MONIT   ADVANCXD   BT   DIBXOTOBS— BBOV- 

LAUTT  07  Elbction — Sttppobt  ot  FINDING^ — ^If  there  is  any  differ- 
«iiee  in  the  rule  that  the  directors  of  a  eorporatloii  may  sue  the 
corporation  In  quantum  fneruit  for  money  expended  and  services 
performed  bj  each  in  good  faith  for  the  nse  and  benefit  of  the 
eorpoiation,  as  applied  to  de  jure  and  de  facto  directors,  it  is  saifi- 
fl&ent  to  declare  that  a  finding  that  the  directors  were  regularly 
elected  is  supported  l^  sufficient  evidence  to  make  it  binding  upon 
this  court. 
L>.— SumonsNOT  of  Evidxnci — ^Abssngb  of  Pbxjxjdiguii  Ebbob. — 
Meld,  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  support  all  of  the  findings 
made  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  directors,  his  assignors,  and 
against  the  defendant  corporation  and  the  intervener,  upon  the 
claim  of  fraud  and  conspiracy  of  the  directors;  and  that  there  is 
no  prejudicial  error  in  the  rulings  of  the  court. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Sliasta 
County  denying  a  new  triaL    John  F.  EUigon,  Judge. 

The  faets  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eourt,  and  in  the 
opinion  rendered  upon  a  former  appeal  in  129  Cal.  293. 

Edward  Sweeny,  and  Bobinson  &  Bobinson,  for  Corpora^ 
tion,  Appellant 

Campbell,  Metson  &  Campbell,  and  S.  D.  Woods,  for  Inter- 
yener,  Appellant 

Charles  A.  Qarter,  and  W.  S.  Tillotson,  for  Respondent 

BUBNETT,  J. — ^This  case  has  been  before  the  supreme 
eourt  on  a  former  appeal.  It  is  reported  in  Shively  ▼.  Eureka 
€ic.  Co.,  129  Cal.  293,  [61  Pac.  939],  to  which  we  refer  for 
a  statement  of  the  issues  presented  bj  the  pleadings.  The 
ease  was  reyeised  because  of  the  insufSiciency  of  the  allega- 
tions of  the  eomplaint  in  intervention  and  of  the  correspond- 
ing finding  to  show  a  personal  indebtedness  of  Ludlum  and 
Swezey  on  account  of  the  alleged  assessment  of  their  stock 
in  the  defendant  corporation.  But  in  response  to  plaintiff's 
prayer  that  judgment  be  rendered  for  him  on  the  findings, 
the  supreme  court  declared:  ''The  findings,  however,  would 
not  justify  a  finding  for  the  plaintiff.  A  fraudulent  con- 
spiracy is  alleged  in  the  complaint  in  intervention,  and,  in  the 
ahaenee  of  findings  disposing  of  these  issues^  we  would  not 
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be  justified  in  rendering  judgment  for  the  plaintiff."  The 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  eliminated  the  question  of  the 
indebtedness  of  Ludlum  and  Swezey,  two  of  plaintiff's  as- 
signors, to  the  corporation,  and  also  determined  the  authority 
of  the  intervener  to  appear  and  defend  for  the  corporation. 
Subsequently  the  intervener  died,  and  her  administrator, 
Powell,  was  substituted.  Defendant  corporation  filed 
amended  pleadings,  and  at  the  second  trial  the  defendant 
and  intervener  stood  on  common  ground.  Plaintiff  also  with- 
drew from  the  consideration  of  the  court  the  fourth  cause 
of  action,  involving  the  sum  of  $8,973.63  for  moneys  advanced 
by  Watson  D.  Swezey  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

1.  Among  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  in  intervention 
and  of  the  answer  of  the  corporation  upon  which  great 
emphasis  is  placed  is  'Hhat  prior  to  the  commencement  of 

this  action  on  the day  of ,  1896,  in  an  action 

brought  in  the  superior  court  of  said  Shasta  county  by  the 
plaintiff  against  the  defendant  ui)on  the  same  alleged  causes 
of  action  designated  in  plaintiff's  amended  complaint  3,  4,  5, 
6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13,  a  judgment  was  duly  given  and 
made  upon  the  merits,  fully  settling  and  adjusting  all  matters 
and  things  embraced  in  said  alleged  causes  of  action  in  favor 
of  said  defendant  and  against  said  plaintiff." 

In  reference  to  this  plea  in  bar  it  is  respondent's  conten- 
tion that  it  is  not  available  '' because  of  a  want  of  identity  of 
parties  and  of  the  issues  in  the  two  actions  and  because  the 
matters  actually  adjudicated  in  the  former  action  are  not 
presented  for  adjudication  in  the  present  action."  The  court 
found  in  favor  of  respondent,  holding  that  the  parties  and 
the  issues  were  different.  But  it  is  apparent  that  if  either 
the  parties  or  the  issues  were  different  the  finding  must  stand. 
The  parties  were  the  same  except  that  John  J.  Atherton,  the 
owner  of  fifty  shares  of  capital  stock,  was  intervener  in  the 
former,  and  Mrs.  B.  0.  Northrup,  the  owner  of  another  fifty 
shares,  was  intervener  in  the  present  action.  But  appellant 
contends  that  they  both  appeared  in  the  respective  actions  as 
intervening  stockholders  and  defended  for  the  corporation; 
andy  therefore,  they  appeared  in  the  same  capacity  and  for 
the  same  purpose,  and  hence  in  legal  contemplation  both 
actions  must  be  considered  as  between  the  same  parties. 
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In  Wickersham  v.  Crittenden,  110  Cal.  332,  [42  Pac.  893],  it 
is  said:  ''That  an  action  brought  by  a  stockholder  to  recover 
money  paid  to  the  president  of  the  corporation  on  account  of 
salary  is  brought  for  the  account  of  the  cori>oration,  and  not 
for  the  individual  benefit  of  the  stockholder;  and  whatever 
would  have  estopped  the  corporation  from  recovering  a  judg- 
ment against  its  president  is  equally  a  defense  against  the 
stockholder. "  To  the  same  effect  are  Fox  v.  Hale  dt  Norcrosst 
Min.  Co.,  108  Cal.  475,  [41  Pac.  328] ;  Chetwood  v.  California 
National  Bank,  113  Cal.  414,  [45  Pac.  704]. 

Although  the  complaint  in  intervention  does  not  purport  to 
be  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation,  yet  the  cases  cited  seem 
to  go  to  the  extent  of  holding  that  the  corporation  is  the  real 
party  in  interest  in  each  case.  If  so,  there  would  necessarily 
be  identity  of  parties.  But  this  becomes  immaterial  in  view  of 
the  conclusion  that  is  unavoidable  upon  the  vital  question  as 
to  whether  the  same  matter  was  adjudicated  and  the  same 
facts  involved  in  the  former  action  that  arise  in  the  action 
before  us. 

The  effect  and  scope  of  a  judgment  are  so  clearly  set  forth 
in  the  provisions  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  as  scarcely  to 
need  judicial  explanation.  The  difficulty  remains,  however, 
of  applying  the  law  to  the  particular  facts  as  they  are  devel- 
oped in  each  case.  Subdivision  2  of  section  1908,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  is  as  follows:  **In  other  cases,  the  judgment 
or  order  is,  in  respect  to  the  matter  directly  adjudged,  con- 
elusive  between  the  parties  and  their  successors  in  interest  by 
title  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  action  or  special 
proceeding,  litigating  for  the  same  thing  under  the  same  title 
and  in  the  same  capacity,  provided  they  have  notice,  actual  or 
constructive,  of  the  pendency  of  the  action  or  proceeding.'* 

As  to  how  we  shall  view  the  judgment  in  section  1911  we 
have  this  rule  provided:  **That  only  is  deemed  to  have  been 
adjudged  in  a  former  judgment  which  appears  upon  its  face  to 
have  been  so  adjudged,  or  which  was  actually  and  necessarily 
included  therein  or  necessary  thereto.'* 

At  the  former  trial,  after  the  evidence  was  all  introduced, 
as  stated  in  the  findings,  '' plaintiff  moved  the  court  to  be  al- 
lowed to  dismiss  said  action  on  behalf  of  plaintiff,  without 
prejiidice,  which  motion  was  by  the  court  allowed  and  granted, 
and  neither  plaintiff  nor  defendant  introduced  any  evidence 
to  sustain  the  allegations  of  the  respective  answers  to  inter- 
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▼ener's  complaint."  Appellant  insistB  that  there  was  no 
judgment  of  dismissal,  but  that  question  is  unimportant,  be- 
cause it  was  treated  by  all  parties  as  a  dismissal  and  none  of 
the  allegations  of  the  complaint  as  such  was  considered  or  de- 
termined by  the  court. 

However,  notwithstanding  the  dismissal  of  plaintiff's  action 
without  objection,  the  court  proceeded — ^no  one  contesting  its 
right  so  to  do — ^to  hear  and  determine  certain  issues  raised  by 
the  complaint  in  intervention  and  the  answers  of  plaintiff  and 
defendant  thereto.  The  court,  however,  did  not  determine  all 
these  issues  and,  as  before  seen,  the  only  evidence  offered  was 
on  behalf  of  the  intervener.  The  court  did  determine  that 
John  J.  Atherton  was  the  owner  of  fifty  shares  of  stock  and 
was  interested  in  the  result  of  the  action ;  that  at  all  the  times 
in  the  amended  complaint  mentioned,  and  long  prior  thereto, 
the  directors  of  said  corporation  were  W.  D.  Swezey,  J.  Scott 
Ludlum,  Anna  M.  Ludlum,  George  C.  Jones,  and  Peter 
Scherer.  That  the  question  and  issue  of  the  consideration  of 
the  promissory  notes  in  the  amended  complaint  mentioned  was 
withdrawn  from  the  consideration  of  the  court  and  no  evi- 
dence introduced  under  the  allegations  thereof;  that  para- 
graphs 4,  5  and  6  of  the  complaint  in  intervention  were  with- 
drawn from  consideration.  Paragraph  4  related  to  the  charge 
of  conspiracy;  paragraph  5  to  fraudulent  acts  of  Swezey  and 
Ludlum  in  carrying  out  the  conspiracy,  and  paragraph  6 
charged  that  the  latter  had  agreed  to  work  and  operate  the 
mine  at  their  own  cost  and  expense.  The  foregoing  para- 
graphs were  substantially  in  the  same  language  as  the  cor- 
responding allegations  in  the  present  complaint  in  interven- 
tion. The  court  further  found  ''that  said  Ludlum,  Jones  and 
Swezey  did  by  their  own  votes  as  directors  of  said  corporation 
cause  the  notes  mentioned  in  the  amended  complaint  to  be  is- 
sued to  themselves,  and  did  take  part  in  the  proceedings  au- 
thorizing said  notes  to  be  issued  to  them  by  said  Board  of 
Directors,  and  did  each  of  them  vote  therefor  and  as  said 
directors  did  deal  with  themselves  as  individuals  in  issuing 
said  notes,  and  each  of  them,  save  and  except  the  notes  men- 
tioned in  Counts  1  and  10  of  said  amended  complaint,  which 
were  issued  to  persons  not  directors  of  said  corporation."  And 
it  was  further  found  that  said  notes  were  not  assigned  in  good 
faith  and  for  a  valuable  consideration,  but  for  convenience  in 
collection,  and  as  conclusions  of  law  it  was  declared  that  8ai4 
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notes — except  the  two  mentioned — and  which,  it  may  be  re- 
marked, are  the  basis  for  two  of  the  counts  in  the  present  ac- 
tion, viz.,  the  note  to  plaintiff  for  $75,  and  to  one  E.  A.  Beid 
for  the  sum  of  $35 — ^''are  illegal,  null  and  void.  That  the 
same  be  surrendered  and  canceled"  How  there  can  be  any 
controversy  as  to  what  was  adjudicated  in  that  action  seems 
almost  incredible  in  view  of  the  language  used.  The  only 
qaestion  determined  is  that  the  notes,  having  been  issued  by 
the  directors  to  themselves,  were  without  validity  and  were 
assigned  for  convenience  of  collection  and  they  were  directed 
to  be  canceled.  And  the  record  shows  that  the  notes  were 
subsequently  canceled.  But  the  notes  were  simply  written 
evidence  of  an  Indebtedness,  and  the  effect  of  the  judgment 
was  to  remove  from  consideration  the  written  testimonial  of 
the  obligation  of  the  corporation  to  the  payees.  The  vital 
questions  involved  herein  as  to  the  existence  of  the  indebted* 
nesSy  whether  the  services  were  performed  and  the  money 
advanced  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation  as  set 
out  in  the  complaint,  and  the  defense  of  fraud  and  want  of 
consideration  as  exhibited  in  the  present  complaint  of  inter- 
vention, were  expressly  left  undetermined  and  they  were  not 
affected  in  any  way  by  the  judgment  aforesaid.  The  court 
found  in  the  present  action  ''that  all  of  the  causes  of  action 
were  founded  upon  the  said  promissory  notes,  while  in  the 
present  action  none  of  the  causes  of  action  is  based  or  founded 
on  any  promissory  note  (except  the  first  and  second  caiises  of 
action  stated  in  the  present  complaint,  which  are  the  subject 
of  subdivisions  one  and  two  of  the  paragraph).  The  third 
cause  of  action  is  upon  an  account  stated.  The  fifth  cause  of 
action  is  upon  quantum  meruit  for  services  rendered.  The 
sixth  cause  of  action  is  upon  quantum  meruit  for  mon^y 
loaned  and  advanced,  etc.  The  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth, 
eleventh,  twelfth,  and  thirteenth  causes  of  action  are  for 
moneys  loaned,  advanced,  and  expended  for  the  use  and  bene- 
fit of  the  corporation  defendant."  The  evidence  supports 
these  findings  and  it  must  follow  that  the  former  judgment  is 
no  bar.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  character  and  ability  of 
counsel  who  urge  it,  the  contention  of  appellants  to  the  con- 
trary would  scarcely  merit  the  courtesy  of  serious  attention. 
The  decisions  of  our  supreme  court  wherein  are  discussed  the 
scope  and  effect  of  judgments  and  of  the  aforesaid  provisions 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  are  quite  numerous  and  art 
6  CSsL  App.— 16 
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collated  by  counsel  for  the  respective  parties.  Among  them^ 
as  fairly  illustrative  of  the  principle  involved,  we  cite  the 
following:  Oakand  v.  Oakland  Water  Front  Co.,  118  Cal.  160, 
[50  Pac.  277],  in  which  Mr.  Justice  Harrison,  with  usual  per- 
spicuity, states  the  rule  in  this  manner:  ''The  doctrine  of  res 
adjudicata,  or  estoppel  by  reason  of  a  former  judgment,  rests 
upon  the  principle  that  a  cause  of  action  which  has  been  onoe 
determined  upon  its  merits  by  a  competent  tribunal,  between 
parties  over  whom  that  tribunal  had  jurisdiction,  cannot 
afterward  be  litigated  by  them  in  another  proceeding,  either 
in  the  same  or  a  different  tribunal,  and  it  is  immaterial 
whether  such  cause  of  action  is  of  equitable  or  of  legal  cog* 
nizance,  or  whether  the  judgment  was  given  in  a  common-law 
court  or  was  rendered  by  a  court  of  equity.  .  .  .  But,  if  the 
judgment  in  either  tribunal  is  rendered  for  a  reason  or  upon 
a  ground  not  involving  the  merits  of  the  controversy,  no  such 
effect  can  result.''  {Pyle  v.  Piercy,  122  Cal.  383,  [55  Pac 
141] ;  Soiith  San  Bernardino  Co.  v.  San  Bernardino  Nat.  Bank. 
127  Cal.  245,  [59  Pac.  699] ;  Beranio  v.  Ventura  Co.  Lumber 
Co.,  129  Cal.  232,  [79  Am.  St.  Rep.  118,  61  Pac  958] ;  Free^ 
man  v.  Barnum,  131  Cal.  387,  [82  Am.  St.  Rep.  355,  63  Pac 
691] ;  Moore  v.  Russell,  133  Cal.  297,  [85  Am.  St.  Rep.  166,  65 
Pac.  624] .)  It  is  manifest  from  the  provisions  of  the  code  and 
the  foregoing  decisions  that  a  judgment  is  conclusive  between 
the  parties  and  privies  only  as  to  the  facts  actually  considered 
and  determined  or  which  are  necessarily  involved  in  the  judg- 
ment, and  unless  those  facts  are  controlling  in  a  subsequent 
suit  the  plea  that  the  action  is  barred  by  the  former  judgment 
must  be  rejected. 

Appellant  seems  to  rely  largely  upon  Woolverton  v.  Baker, 
98  Cal.  628,  [33  Pac  731],  and  Bingham  v.  Heamey,  136  CaL 
175,  [68  Pac.  597].  In  those  cases  there  is  some  general  lan- 
guage used  apparently  affording  support  to  appellants'  con- 
tention, but,  of  course,  the  facts  of  each  case  must  be  con- 
sidered to  determine  what  was  really  decided.  The  decision 
in  the  Woolverton  case,  supra,  is  put  upon  the  ground  that  the 
cause  of  action  was  the  same  in  both  actions.  That  the  con- 
trolling question  at  issue  determined  in  the  former  and  in- 
volved in  the  subsequent  proceeding  was  the  title  to  the  land, 
and,  as  stated  in  the  syllabus,  it  is  correctly  held  that  ''In  an 
action  to  compel  a  reconveyance  of  land  alleged  to  have  been 
conveyed  to  one  of  the  defendants  upon  the  sole  consideratioii 
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and  condition  that  the  grantee  would  apply  a  sufficient  portion 
of  the  rents  for  her  support  and  maintenance  during  life,  on 
account  of  the  alleged  breach  of  such  condition,  a  judgment  in 
a  former  action  between  the  same  parties,  which  sets  up  the 
same  conveyance  and  alleged  that  it  had  been  made  upon  the 
sole  consideration  that  the  grantee  should  hold  the  same  in 
trust  for  her,  and  that  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  should 
be  applied  in  providing  for  her  support  and  maintenance  dur- 
ing life  and  that  they  had  not  been  so  applied,  and  sought 
a  judgment  that  she  was  the  owner  of  the  premises  as  against 
the  defendants,  and  that  the  premises  be  reconveyed  to  her, 
in  which  action  the  court  adjudged  that  the  defendants  as 
against  the  plaintiff  were  the  owners  of  the  land  in  fee  simple, 
free  and  clear  of  any  and  all  trusts,  exceptions,  limitations 
and  conditions  set  forth  and  alleged  in  said  complaint  con- 
stitutes a  complete  defense  and  bar  to  the  new  action  by  way 
of  estoppel."  It  would  deprive  a  judgment  of  almost  all 
significance  to  hold  to  the  contrary. 

The  difference  between  the  Bingham  case,  supra,  and  the 
one  at  bar  is  apparent  from  the  following  statement  of  the 
court:  ''The  former  action  was  between  the  same  parties.  It 
involved  the  same  subject  matter — ^the  contract  concerning  the 
sale  of  land.  The  court  in  the  former  action  had  declared 
the  contract  valid,  and  that  the  defendant  had  the  right  to 
have  it  foreclosed  and  to  be  restored  to  the  possession  of  the 
land.  The  present  action  is  brought  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing the  same  contract  rescinded  and  to  recover  the  payments 
made  thereunder."  It  is  true  that  into  the  second  action  the 
specific  allegation  of  fraud  for  the  first  time  was  injected  by 
the  plaintiff,  who  was  defendant  in  the  first  action,  but  this 
could  not  change  the  rule  that  the  validity  of  the  contract 
having  been  determined  it  could  not  again  be  brought  to  judg- 
ment by  the  same  parties.  We  are  satisfied  that  the  claim  of 
appellants  in  relation  to  the  former  judgment  cannot  be  main- 
tained. 

2.  Appellants  attack  the  finding  of  the  court  upholding  the 
allegations  in  the  fourth  count  of  the  complaint  in  reference 
to  the  stated  account  of  Oeorge  C.  Jones.  There  was  evi- 
dence, however,  to  show  that  the  account  had  been  stated  and 
agreed  to  by  the  parties,  but  the  court  found  that  subsequently 
to  the  statement  of  the  account  a  payment  was  made  which 
was  not  credited,  ''but  that  the  said  account  stated  was  for 
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Bervices  actually  performed  and  for  money  actually  advanced 
to  the  said  defendant  corporation,  by  the  said  Qeorge  C. 
Jones ;  and  when  said  sums  were  so  advanced  and  said  services 
so  performed,  and  when  said  account  was  stated,  neither  the 
said  George  C.  Jones  or  any  of  tiie  persons  alleged  and  com- 
plained of  by  the  defendant  and  intervener,  as  confederates  of 
the  said  George  C.  Jones,  was  a  director  of  the  said  defendant 
corporation. '*  Without  setting  out  the  evidence,  it  is  suiB- 
cient  to  say  that  an  examination  of  the  record  discloses  sup- 
port for  this  finding.  No  express  agreement  was  required  to 
be  shown.  It  might  be  implied.  (Hendy  v.  Murch,  75  GaL 
566,  [17  Pao.  702] ;  Mayberry  v.  Cook,  121  GaL  588,  54  Pac. 
95].) 

8.  Appellants  also  insist  that  the  court  erred  in  finding  that 
Ludlum,  Swezey,  Anna  Ludlum  and  Jones  were  elected 
directors  for  the  reason  that  they  were  not  elected  at  a  regular 
meeting  and  no  notice  was  given  of  said  meeting.  It  is 
admitted  that  they  were  de  facto  officers.  And  assuming  for 
the  sake  of  argument  that  they  were  irregularly  elected,  it  can- 
not avail  appellants,  because  the  act  of  incurring  a  just  in- 
debtedness by  persons  who  are  de  facto  directors  cannot  be 
impeached  by  showing  an  irregularity  in  their  election.  {Bar* 
rM  V.  LaJceview  Land  Co.,  122  Gal.  129,  [54  Pac.  594].)  In 
the  Barrell  case  also  it  is  held  that  ''A  corporation  will  not 
be  permitted,  after  allowing  a  person  to  act  as  its  secretary 
and  causing  him  to  authenticate  its  records,  to  object  to  the 
regularity  of  his  appointment,  or  to  repudiate  an  obligation 
signed  by  him  as  secretary  under  authority  from  its  board  of 
directors." 

It  is  claimed  that  the  rule  does  not  apply  to  money  ad- 
vanced by  the  directors.  In  the  language  of  appellants:  ^*De 
facto  officers  can  bind  the  corporation  so  far  as  third  persons 
are  concerned,  but  they  cannot  recover  upon  any  claim  on 
their  part."  It  seems,  however,  from  the  decisions  that  the 
directors  may  bring  and  maintain  actions  in  the  form  of 
quantum  meruit  against  the  corporation  for  money  expended 
and  services  performed  in  good  faith  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  corporation,  although  th^  may  not  execute  or  join  in 
the  execution  of  a  promissory  note  to  themselves  which  will 
bind  the  corporation.  (Seeley  v.  San  Jose  I.  M.  &  L.  Co.,  59 
GaL  22;  Santa  Cruz  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Spreckels,  65  Gal.  193,  [3 
Pac  661,  802] ;  Graves  v.  Mining  Co.,  81  GaL  303.  [22  Paa 
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665] ;  Pauly  v.  Pauly,  107  Cal.  8,  [48  Am.  St  Rep.  98,  40  Pac 
29].)  The  rule  is  stated  clearly  in  the  syllabus  of  Schnittger 
V.  Old  Home  Cons.  Min.  Co.,  144  Cal.  603,  [78  Pac,  9],  as 
follows;  ''A  director  of  a  corporation,  though  bound  to  the 
utmost  good  faith,  and  forbidden  to  take  part  in  any  transac- 
tion concerning  his  trust  in  which  he  has  an  adverse  interest,  is 
not  precluded  from  dealing  directly  with  the  corporation,  and 
may  become  its  creditor,  and  take  from  it  a  mortgage  or  other 
security,  and  may  enforce  it  like  any  other  creditor,  subject 
always  to  severe  scrutiny.  A  violation  of  his  duty  as  a  trustee 
may  render  the  transaction  voidable,  but  it  is  not  ipso  facto 
void.  The  mere  fact  that  the  creditor  was  a  director  of  the 
corporation  does  not  render  the  transaction  fraudulent"  If 
there  should  be  any  difference  in  this  respect  between  d$  facto 
and  de  jure  directors,  it  is  sufficient  to  declare  that  there  was 
some  evidence  to  show  the  regularity  of  the  election  in  ques- 
tion, and  hence  the  trial  court's  determination  that  they  were 
directors  of  the  corporation  is  binding  upon  us. 

4.  The  finding  that  "the  escrow  agreement  between  Watson 
D.  Swezey  and  J.  Scott  Ludlum  and  the  stockholders  of  the 
defendant  did  not  provide  that  the  said  Ludlum  and  Swezey 
should  at  their  own  cost  and  expense  operate  the  mine  of 
defendant"  is  also  vigorously  assailed.  It  was  contended  at 
the  trial  that  the  agreement  provided  that  they  should  do  this 
work  at  their  own  expense.  But  while  Mr.  Ludlum  was  on 
the  stand  he  identified  as  the  original  agreement  a  document 
which  contained  no  such  provision.  A  similar  provision  was, 
however,  afterward  attached  and  signed  by  Swezey,  but  ac- 
cording to  his  testimony  it  was  not  to  be  binding  unless  ratified 
and  signed  by  Ludlum,  which  Swezey 's  deposition  shows  was 
never  done.  There  is  at  least  evidence  to  support  this  as  well 
as  all  other  findings  of  the  court 

5.  The  claim  of  fraud  and  conspiracy  was  passed  upon  by 
the  court  and  deliberately  found  against  defendant  and  inter- 
vener. The  same  learned  judge  presided  at  the  three  trials  to 
which  reference  has  been  made,  and  he  had  rather  exceptional 
opportunities  to  weigh  the  evidence  and  determine  the  cred- 
ibility of  the  witnesses.  It  is  true,  as  suggested  by  appellants, 
that  it  is  usually  difficult  to  establish  fraud  clearly,  and 
that  positive  and  express  proof  is  not  required ;  but  it  must  be 
remembered,  also,  that  charges  of  this  character  are  easily 
made,  and  they  often  have  no  foundation  in  fact    Surmise  is 
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not  evidence  and  something  more  than  suspicion  is  required 
as  the  basis  for  judicial  action.  We  have  considered  the  cir- 
cumstances declared  by  appellants  to  be  badges  of  fraud,  and 
we  are  satisfied  that  they  do  not  present  sufficient  reason  for 
disturbing  the  findings  of  the  court  against  appellants. 

6.  During  the  progress  of  the  trial  exceptions  were  taken  by 
appellants  to  certain  rulings  of  the  court.  Most  of  them 
present  the  same  questions  hereinbefore  considered,  and  they 
do  not  require  further  notice.  I  think  there  is  merit  in 
some  of  the  objections,  however,  but  the  rulings  would  not 
justify  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  For  instance,  this  ques- 
tion was  asked  Mr.  Ludlum:  ''During  the  time  you  acted  and 
performed  services  for  the  company  as  you  have  testified,  what 
was  the  reasonable  value  of  those  services! 

^'Mr.  Woods:  We  object  to  that  upon  the  ground  that  it  is 
not  shown  that  he  knows. '* 

He  ought  to  have  been  interrogated  more  fully  as  to  his 
knowledge  of  the  value  of  such  services,  but  it  is  doubtful 
whether  the  objection  raises  the  question  of  his  competency  to 
testify.  Besides,  it  is  a  matter  addressed  largely  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  trial  court,  and  we  cannot  say  there  is  no  justifi- 
cation for  the  inference  that  he  had  shown  himself  qualified. 

Again,  the  same  witness  said:  "I  requested  the  board 
of  directors  on  Jan.  1,  1895,  that  they  have  stated  accountg 
made  of  the  indebtedness  that  was  against  the  company  at 
that  time  of  which  this  was  one. 

"Mr.  Eobinson:  We  move  to  strike  this  out,  your  Honor, 
on  the  ground  that  an  account  stated  is  a  conclusion  of  law. 

*'The  Court:  I  will  deny  the  motion." 

In  my  opinion,  the  motion  should  have  been  granted;  but 
the  ruling  did  no  harm,  as  the  conclusion  must  necessarily 
follow  from  the  facts  stated. 

We  find  no  prejudicial  error,  and  the  order  denying  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  is  affirmed. 

Ghipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  May  15,  1907, 
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[Qv.   No.   341.    First  Appellate  District.— -March   20,   1907.] 
J.  P.  WOOD,  Appellant,  v.  J.  A.  THOMPSON,  Respondent. 

Vkntje  of  Action — Specifio  Pxkfokmanox  aw  Contract  to  Convey 
Beal  Estate — Place  of  Commencement. — ^An  action  to  compel 
the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  convej  mining  claims 
situated  in  another  county  maj  be  brought  in  the  countj  of  the 
residence  of  the  defendant.  It  is  not  an  action  "for  the  recov- 
ery of  the  possession  of,  quieting  title  to,  or  for  the  enforcement 
of  liens  upon  real  estate,"  required  by  the  constitution  to  "be 
commenced  in  the  county  in  which  the  real  estate,  or  any  part 
thereof  affected  by  such  action  or  actions,  is  situated." 

Id. — Construction  of  Constitutional  Provision — Limitation  upon 
Jurisdiction  of  Superior  Court. — ^The  constitutional  provision  lim- 
iting the  place  of  commencement  of  certain  enumerated  actions, 
being  a  limitation  upon  the  general  jurisdiction  of  the  superior 
court,  is  to  be  strictly  construed;  and  its  prohibition  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  actions  enumerated  therein. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    John  Hunt,  Judge, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Vincent  Neale,  for  Appellant 

De  Yoto  &  Richardson,  for  Respondent 

COOPER,  P.  J.— This  action  was  brought  in  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco  to  compel  the  specific  performance 
of  a  contract  by  defendant  to  convey  to  plaintiff  an  undivided 
one-eighth  interest  in  certain  mining  claims  known  as  ^'King 
Solomon's  Mines,"  situated  in  Siskiyou  county,  either  by  the 
execution  of  a  good  and  sufficient  deed,  or  by  a  decree  giving 
to  plaintiff  shares  of  the  stock  of  the  Fidelity  Investment  and 
Development  Company,  a  corporation,  sufficient  to  represent 
the  one-eighth  interest.  A  demurrer  was  sustained  to  the 
complaint,  without  leave  to  amend,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
action  should  have  been  commenced  in  Siskiyou  county,  and 
that  the  superior  court  of  San  Francisco  had  no  jurisdiction. 

In  this  the  court  erred.  The  superior  courts  are  courts  of 
general  jurisdiction,  and  their  process  extends  to  all  parts  of 
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the  state  unless  expressly  limited  by  the  statute  or  the  constitu- 
tion. Our  constitution  contains  the  following  express  limita- 
tion upon  which  the  defendant  relies:  ^' All  actions  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  possession  of,  quieting  title  to,  or  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  liens  upon  real  estate,  shall  be  commenced  in  the 
county  in  which  the  real  estate,  or  any  part  thereof,  affected 
by  such  action  or  actions,  is  situated. '* 

The  above  provision,  being  a  limitation  upon  the  general 
jurisdiction  of  the  superior  courts,  is  to  be  strictly  construed. 
It  prohibits  the  commencement  of  certain  enumerated  actions, 
but  its  prohibition  must  be  confined  to  the  actions  enumerated 
therein.  (MiUer  &  Lux  v.  Kern  Co.  Land  Co.,  140  Cal.  132, 
[98  Am.  St.  Rep.  63,  73  Pac.  836].)  Measured  by  the  above 
rule,  the  prohibition  does  not  extend  to  this  case.  The  pur- 
pose of  the  action  is  not  to  recover  possession  of,  quiet  title  to, 
or  enforce  a  lien  upon  '^Eing  Solomon's  Mines."  It  is  to 
enforce  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract.  If  the  court 
should  determine  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  specific 
performance  by  a  conveyance  of  an  undivided  one-eighth  in- 
terest, that  would  not  of  itself  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  the 
possession  of  the  real  estate. 

In  Le  Breton  v.  Superior  Court,  66  Cal.  27,  [4  Pac.  777],  it 
was  held  that  the  quoted  provision  of  the  constitution  has  no 
application  to  an  action  for  the  settlement  of  a  trust  in  regard 
to  real  estate. 

In  Beach  v.  Hodgdon,  66  Cal.  187,  [5  Pac.  77],  it  was  held 
that  the  provision  did  not  apply  to  a  creditor's  bill  to  set 
aside  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  on  the  ground  of  fraud. 

If  the  superior  court  has  jurisdiction  to  set  aside  a  convey- 
ance of  land  situate  in  another  county,  it  certainly  would  have 
jurisdiction  to  compel  a  conveyance  of  such  land.  Nor  would 
such  action  be  one  for  the  recovery  of  possession  of  real  estate. 

The  order  is  reversed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 
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[Civ.  No.  820.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet— Mareb  22,  1907.] 

TOGNINA  RIGHETTI,  AppeUant,  v.  OBAZIO  RIQHETTI, 

Respondent. 

PioiassoBY  NoTS— Waivxb  aw  Intbbest  Arm  Matttritt— Exxcutbi 
Oral  Agsbxmemt. — An  executed  oral  agreement  between  the  owner 
of  a  note  and  the  payee,  upon  enfficient  eonsiderationy  to  waive 
the  payment  of  interest  thereon  after  maturity,  had  the  effect  le 
ehange  the  stipulation  of  the  note  as  to  such  interest. 

Il>.— Ck>N1>ITI0NAL  DSPOSIT  OW  MONBT  IN   BANK— EXTINGUISHMENT  NOf 

EfrscTED. — ^A  deposit  of  money  in  bank  for  the  purpose  of  eoe- 
tinguishing  a  note  under  the  provisions  of  section  1500  of  the  Oiyil 
Code  must  be  unconditional,  and  must  have  the  effect  to  make  the 
deposit  the  property  of  the  person  to  whose  credit  it  is  placed; 
and  a  deposit  of  money  made  conditionally  upon  the  surrender  of 
the  notes  is  insufficient  to  extinguish  the  obligation  of  the  note  for 
which  the  deposit  was  made* 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Luis  Obispo  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
E.  P.  Unangst,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

S.  V.  Wright,  and  Albert  Nelson,  for  Appellant. 

W.  H.  Spencer,  and  William  M.  Shipsey,  for  Respondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — Action  upon  a  promissory  note.  Judgment 
for  defendant  Appeal  by  plaintiff  therefrom,  and  from  an 
order  denying  a  new  trial. 

The  findings  of  the  court — ^all  of  which,  except  as  herein- 
after noted,  have  some  support  in  the  evidence — and  the  evi- 
dence in  the  record  together  establish  the  following  facts :  The 
note  sued  on  was  executed  by  defendant  aa  consideration  for 
the  purchase  of  an  interest  in  a  business  theretofore  conducted 
by  plaintiff's  husband  and  defendant.  Before  its  maturity 
the  husband  was  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  and  a  trustee  in  bank- 
ruptcy in/itituted  proceedings  to  have  the  note  declared  a  part 
of  the  estate  of  the  bankrupt,  for  its  possession  or  the  value 
thereof,  and  procured  an  injunctional  order  that  the  plaintiff 
be  restrained  from  selling  or  disposing  of  the  note  pending  the 
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action.  During  all  of  the  period  involved  in  this  action  the 
husband  of  the  plaintiff  acted  as  her  agent  with  full  authority 
in  the  premises.  At  the  maturity  of  the  note  defendant  noti- 
fied the  husband  as  such  agent  that  he  intended  to  deposit  the 
money  in  bank  in  extinguishment  of  the  note.  Thereupon, 
it  was  agreed  that  if  the  defendant  would  retain  the  money 
until  the  proceedings  instituted  by  the  trustee  against  the  wife 
were  settled,  no  interest  would  be  charged  thereon  after 
maturity.  Acting  upon  this  agreement,  the  defendant  re- 
tained the  money  until  such  proceedings  were  settled,  except 
that  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  adjustment  with  the  cred- 
itors of  the  husband,  who  was  then  in  jail  upon  a  charge  of 
fraud,  defendant  advanced  $1,800,  which  was  received  as 
part  payment  of  such  note,  which  sum,  together  with  $50  paid 
as  interest,  constituted  the  only  payments  thereon ;  and  a  bal- 
ance remained  unpaid  of  $296.70.  After  the  dismissal  of  the 
action  by  the  trustee,  defendant  offered  to  pay  this  balance, 
but  it  was  refused  and  a  claim  made  that  a  much  larger  sum 
was  due.  Through  threats  and  by  duress  the  husband  of  the 
plaintiff  procured  a  check  from  defendant  for  $600  and  a  new 
note  for  $300  in  settlement  of  the  balance  of  $296.70.  This 
check  and  the  old  note  were  left  in  escrow,  the  latter  to  be 
surrendered  upon  payment  of  the  check.  The  defendant  stop- 
ped payment  of  the  check,  and  through  his  attorneys  de- 
posited $296.70  in  the  Commercial  Bank  of  San  Luis  Obispo, 
to  be  paid  plaintiff  or  her  agent  upon  surrender  of  the  old 
note  and  the  note  for  $300.    This  plaintiff  declined  to  accept. 

It  is  contended  that  the  agreement  waiving  interest,  being 
oral,  could  not  have  the  effect  to  change  the  written  contract 
of  the  parties.  But  while  oral,  it  was  fully  executed.  Under 
the  terms  of  the  in  junctional  order,  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to 
enforce  collection  and  the  defendant,  under  the  code,  a  right 
to  deposit  the  money  in  extinguishment  of  the  debt.  The  oral 
agreement  in  relation  to  the  retention  of  the  money  and 
waiver  of  proceedings  to  collect,  being  fully  executed,  had  tha 
effect  to  change  the  stipulation  as  to  interest. 

It  is  contended  further  that  the  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint in  relation  to  the  coercion  claimed  in  procuring  the 
check  and  note  of  $300  are  insufficient.  In  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  fruits  of  the  attempted  settlement  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  by  plaintiff  to  defendant  upon  the  trial,  further 
consideration  of  the  questions  involved  would  serve  no  useful 
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purpose.  We  find  no  evidence  in  support  of  the  finding  that 
the  deposit  of  $296.70  was  made  in  the  Commercial  Bank  to 
the  credit  either  of  the  plaintiff  or  her  agent.  On  the  con* 
trary,  it  was  deposited  in  the  bank,  to  be  paid  conditionally 
upon  the  surrender  of  the  two  notes.  The  deposit  contem- 
plated by  section  1500  of  the  Civil  Code,  the  effect  of  which 
is  an  extinguishment  of  the  obligation,  is  an  unconditional  de- 
posit to  the  credit  of  the  holder  or  owner  of  the  obligation. 
This  unconditional  deposit  was  not  made,  and  the  court  erred 
in  treating  the  same  as  an  extinguishment  of  the  obligation. 
In  addition  to  this,  had  it  been  a  deposit  resulting  in  an  ex- 
tinguishment, the  court  possessed  no  right  to  direct  the  man- 
ner of  its  distribution,  either  as  to  costs  or  otherwise.  Money 
deposited  under  the  provisions  of  section  1500,  Civil  Code, 
becomes  at  once  the  property  of  the  person  to  whose  credit 
it  is  placed,  and  is  no  more  subject  to  such  an  order  than  any 
other  deposit  in  the  bank. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  record  discloses  no  error,  other 
than  the  one  last  above  referred  to.  It  plainly  appears  from 
the  record  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  have  entered 
a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  $296.70,  the  ad- 
mitted balance  unpaid  upon  the  note. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  the  judgment  and  order  be  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  remanded,  with  instructions  to  the  trial 
court  to  order  a  judgment  entered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  and 
against  defendant  for  $296.70,  without  costs  to  either  party. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  th« 
district  court  of  appeal  on  April  20,  1907. 
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[CiT.  No.  202.    Fint  Appellate  District.— March  22,   1907.] 

WOOD,  CUETIS  &  CO.,  Appellant,  v.  LUKE  SEUEICH, 

fiespondent. 

OontejlCt — ^DsLiyKET  or  Goods — ^Action  iob  Bbea.oh — Bsslcb  bt 
Plaintut— Bbfusai*  to  Accept  and  Pat— -Dsvendant  Exgusbd. — 
In  an  action  for  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract  to  deliver  ten 
carloads  of  apples,  where  the  contract  required  the  plaintiff  to  pay 
on  deliverj  of  each  carload,  and  it  appears  that  plaintiff  was  guilty 
of  an  inexcusable  breach  of  the  contract  on  his  part  by  refusal  to 
accept  and  pay  for  the  eighth  carload,  such  breach  of  the  contract 
on  plaintiff 's  part  excused  further  delivery  by  defendant,  and  plain- 
tiff cannot  recover. 

Id. — ^Mutual  Bbeachxs  aw  Contbact— Oenkbal  Bulbs. — One  who  re- 
fuses or  fails  to  perform  the  conditions  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
terms  of  a  contract,  and  shows  no  excuse  for  such  refusal  or  fail- 
ure, cannot  recover  for  a  breach  of  contract  by  the  other  party; 
and  the  refusal  of  one  party  to  a  contract  to  make  payment  as 
ealled  for  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  excuses  the  other  party  from 
further  performance. 

Ip,-.I70TICB  OF  Rescission  vob  Bbeach  not  Involved. — ^The  plaintiff 
who  is  guilty  of  a  breach  on  his  own  part  cannot  insist  that  defend- 
ant failed  to  give  notice  of  rescission  of  the  contract  on  account 
of  the  plaintiff's  breach.  The  defense  is  not  predicated  upon  a 
rescission  of  the  contract,  but  rests  upon  the  rule  that  the  plaintiff, 
who  has  broken  the  contract,  cannot  recover  for  the  defendant's 
refusal  to  perform  after  such  breach. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Santa 
Cruz  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Lucas 
F.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

W.  T.  Jeter,  C.  M.  Cassin,  and  L.  T.  Hatfield,  for  Appellant 

Wyckoff  6  Gardner,  for  Respondent 

HALL,  J. — Plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  recover  damages 
for  failure  of  defendant  to  deliver  three  carloads  of  apples 
under  a  contract,  whereby  defendant  agreed  to  deliver  to 
plaintiff  ten  carloads  of  Bellflower  apples  of  a  specified  qual- 
ity for  a  specified  price,  shipment  to  be  made  between  Septem^ 
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ber  15,  and  November  15,  1903,  at  the  convenience  of  the 
buyer,  say  one  carload  per  week.  Each  car  to  be  paid  for 
upon  delivery.  Plaintiff's  claim  for  damages  is  for  the  al- 
leged failure  of  defendant  to  deliver  the  eighth,  ninth  and 
tenth  carloads  of  apples. 

Defendant  pleaded  as  a  defense  that  plaintiff  did  not  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  contract  upon  its  part  in  this,  that 
defendant  delivered  a  carload  of  apples  (the  fifth  carload)  on 
the  seventh  day  of  October,  1903,  which  were  in  all  respects 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  contract,  but  that 
plaintiff  refused  to  pay  therefor  until  the  fourteenth  day  of 
November,  1903,  and  that  on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  Octo- 
ber, 1903,  defendant  delivered  a  carload  of  apples  to  plain- 
tiff (eighth  carload),  which  were  in  all  respects  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  contract,  but  that  plaintiff  re- 
fused to  accept  or  to  pay  for  the  same,  and  never  has  paid  for 
the  same. 

Plaintiff  attempted  to  justify  its  refusal  to  pay  for  the 
fifth  carload  upon  delivery,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were 
not  of  the  quality  required  by  the  contract,  but  upon  con- 
fessedly sufficient  evidence  the  court  found  that  they  were  of 
such  quality. 

Plaintiff  also  attempted  to  justify  its  refusal  to  accept  the 
eighth  carload,  ux>on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  of  the 
quality  stipulated  for  by  the  contract,  but  the  court  also,  upon 
oonfessedly  sufficient  evidence,  found  that  they  were  of  such 
quality. 

The  eighth  carload  was  tendered  on  the  twenty-seventh  day 
of  October,  1903,  and  as  the  evidence  of  plaintiff  discloses  was 
rejected  after  inspection  by  plaintiff  upon  the  alleged  ground 
that  the  apples  were  not  of  the  quality  called  for  by  the 
contract.  As  we  have  just  said,  the  court  found  upon  suffi- 
cient evidence  that  the  apples  were  of  the  quality  called  for 
by  the  terms  of  the  contract.  This  justified  the  finding  or 
conclusion  of  the  court  that  defendant  was  excused  from 
further  performance  by  the  defaults  and  failures  of  plaintiflL 

^'One  who  refuses  or  fails  to  perform  the  conditions  im- 
posed on  him  by  the  terms  of  a  contract,  and  shows  no  excuse 
for  such  refusal  or  failure,  cannot  recover  for  a  breach  of 
the  contract  by  the  other  party."  (11  Century  Digest,  sec 
1207,  citing  The  Alida,  12  Fed.  343;  Baird  v.  Evm$,  20  IlL 
80;  Bi9hi>p  Y.  Newton,  20  IlL  175;  Schoanover  y.  ChrUty,  20 
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ni.  426;  Eeaston  v.  Colgrove,  3  Ind.  265;  Morton  v.  Kane, 
18  Ind.  191;  Smith  v.  Cedar  Rapids  dk  M,  B.  Co.,  43  Iowa, 
239 ;  Oolding  v.  Petit,  20  La.  Ann.  505 ;  Coates  v.  Sangston, 
5  Md.  121 ;  Reynolds  v.  Burlington  &  M.  B.  B.  Co.,  11  Neb. 
186,  [7  N.  W.  737] ;  Chicago  B.  dk  Q.  B.  Co.  v.  Cochran,  42 
Neb.  531,  [60  N.  W.  894] ;  Elliott  v.  Heath,  14  N.  H.  131; 
Boyett  V.  BraswM,  72  N.  C.  260;  Davis  v.  Yates,  1  White  & 
W.  Civ.  Cas.  Ct.  App.  (Tex.),  sec.  265;  Warren  v.  Bean,  6 
Wis.  120.) 

In  Azema  v.  Levy,  5  N.  T.  Supp.  418,  under  a  contract  to 
sell  and  deliver  five  hundred  bags  of  beans,  to  be  delivered 
in  two  lots  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  bags  each,  it  was  held 
that  a  refusal  of  the  buyer  to  accept  the  first  shipment  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  bags  released  the  seller  of  the  obliga- 
tion to  make  any  further  tender. 

In  Providence  Coal  Co.  v.  Coxe,  19  B.  I.  380,  382,  [35  AtL 
210],  plaintiff  sued  for  breach  of  contract  to  sell  and  deliver 
ten  thousand  tons  of  coal,  the  shipments  to  be  distributed 
equally  over  a  period  of  several  months.  It  was  held  that 
the  refusal  of  plaintiff  to  take  the  agreed  portions  of  the  coal 
during  the  earlier  months  precluded  recovery  of  damages  for 
refusal  of  defendant  to  supply  coal  during  the  latter  months. 

So,  also,  in  Canda  v.  Wick,  100  N.  Y.  127,  [2  N.  B.  381], 
it  was  held  that  the  refusal  of  the  buyer  to  receive  one  boat- 
load of  bricks  on  a  contract  calling  for  the  delivery  of  four 
hundred  thousand  bricks,  to  be  delivered  from  time  to  time, 
absolved  the  seller  from  making  any  further  deliveries,  the 
grounds  of  the  refusal  to  accept  being  found  to  be  untrue  in 
fact. 

It  has  also  been  held  that  the  refusal  of  one  party  to  a 
contract  to  make  payment  as  called  for  by  the  terms  of  a 
contract  excuses  the  other  party  from  further  performance 
on  his  part.  {Johnson  v.  Tyng,  1  App.  Div.  610  [37  N.  T. 
Supp.  516] ;  Schwartz  v.  Saunders,  46  111.  15 ;  Hale  v.  Sheehan, 
52  Neb.  184,  [71  N.  W.  1019] ;  Minaker  v.  California  Can^ 
neries  Co.,  138  Cal.  238,  [71  Pao.  110].) 

In  Minaker  v.  Calif omia  Canneries  Co.,  138  Cal.  238,  [71 
Pac.  110],  defendant  refused  to  make  payments  required  by 
custom  on  a  contract  for  sale  of  fruit,  and  on  being  sued  for 
the  fruit  that  had  been  delivered  counterclaimed  for  damages 
because  of  refusal  of  plaintiff  to  deliver  the  balance  of  the 
froit    The  court  said:  ^'Of  course,  defendant  was  not  en* 
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titled  to  recover  damages  as  for  breach  of  the  contract  on 
the  part  of  plaintiffs  without  showing  performance  on  its 
part  of  its  own  agreement.  This  it  failed  to  do ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  the  first  party  to  disregard  and  violate  the 
conditions  of  the  contract.  It  was  just  as  important  that 
payment  should  be  made  as  agreed  upon  as  it  was  that  de- 
liveries should  be  made  according  to  the  contract,  and  when 
one  of  the  parties  flatly  declared  that  it  would  not  pay  as 
agreed,  the  other  party  had  the  right  to  refuse  to  further 
deliver." 

In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  not  necessary  for  us  to  determine 
that  the  delay  in  making  pa3anent  for  the  fifth  carload  of 
apples  was  such  a  breach  as  excused  the  defendant  from  fur- 
ther performing.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  refusal  to 
accept  or  to  pay  for  the  eighth  carload  of  apples  was  such 
a  breach  on  the  part  of  plaintiff  as  precludes  it  from  the 
recovery  of  any  damages  because  of  the  refusal  of  defendant 
to  make  any  further  deliveries.  It  signed  and  was  bound  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract.  It  was  just  as  much  its  duty  to 
accept  the  apples,  when  delivered  under  the  contract,  if  of  the 
stipulated  quality,  as  it  was  the  duty  of  defendant  to  deliver 
the  apple&  Being  the  first  to  refuse  to  perform,  it  cannot 
complain  because  the  defendant  refused  to  further  perform 
on  his  part.  (See  cases  cited  supra,  and  also  to  the  same 
effect,  Dunn  v.  Daly,  78  Cal.  644,  [21  Pac.  377] ;  Twomey  v. 
People's  Ice  Co.,  66  Cal.  233,  [5  Pac.  158] ;  Johnson  v.  Moss, 
45  CaL  515.) 

The  point  urged  by  appellant  that  defendant  did  not  show 
that  he  had  given  notice  of  a  rescission  of  the  contract  cannot 
avail  appellant.  Defendant's  defense  is  not  predicated  upon 
a  rescission  of  the  contract  on  his  part,  but  rests  upon  the 
proposition  that  one  party  to  a  contract  who  has  refused  to 
perform  his  part  of  the  contract  cannot  recover  damages  for 
a  refusal  of  the  other  party  to  perform  after  such  breach. 
The  rule  that  one  who  wrongfully  refuses  to  perform  the 
conditions  of  a  contract  on  his  part  cannot  recover  for  a 
breach  of  the  contract  by  the  other  party  is  akin  to  the  rule 
in  equity  that  one  who  asks  equity  must  do  equity. 

The  plaintiff  not  being  entitled  to  recover  at  all  because  of 
its  own  breach  of  the  contract,  any  rulings  that  the  court 
oonceming  the  admission  of  evidence  on  the  question 
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of  damages,  as  well  as  its  failure  to  find  upon  any  such  ques- 
tions, become  immaterial. 

We  find  no  errors  prejudicial  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.y  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  April  20,  1907,  and  a  petition  to 
have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court,  after  judgment 
in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme 
court  on  May  21, 1907. 


[dr.  No.  207.    Piwt  Appellate  District.— March   25,   1907.] 

VIRGINIA  TIMBER  AND  LUMBER  COMPANY,  Respond- 
ent,  V.  GLBNWOOD  LUMBER  COMPANY,  AppeUant 

Action  iob  Conversion  or  Goods — ^Plxading — Fraudulent  Sale  not 
Alleoed^Inadmissible  Evidence. — ^In  an  action  for  conversion, 
In  which  the  complaint  merely  alleges  the  conversion  by  defend- 
ant of  lumber  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  where  it  appears  in  proof 
that  the  property  was  sold  by  plaintiff  to  a  third  party  not  made 
defendant,  and  that  such  third  party  sold  the  same  to  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  a  pre-existing  debt,  and  no  facts  are  alleged  constituting 
fhe  fraud  of  such  third  person  in  procuring  the  property  from 
plaintiff  through  false  representations,  or  showing  a  rescission  of 
the  sale  for  such  fraud,  or  that  defendant  purchased  with  knowl- 
edge of  the  fraud,  the  court  erred  in  admitting  evidence  of  any 
trandnlent  purchase  vitiating  the  title  of  such  third  p&rty,  ai 
against  the  defendant's  title. 

Id. — Tbansveb  fob  Pbe-existing  Debt — Valuable  Consideration — ^Ekp 
BONsous  Instructions. — By  the  law  of  this  state,  a  transfer  of 
personal  property  in  consideration  of  a  pre-existing  debt  is  a  trans- 
fer for  a  valuable  consideration.  Where  there  was  no  evidence  that 
the  transferee  thereof  for  such  debt  had  any  knowledge  of  a  prior 
fraudulent  transfer  from  the  plaintiff,  instruction  that  a  pre-exist- 
ing debt  is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  to  warrant  the  person  se- 
curing the  property  to  hold  it  as  agaiuat  the  right  of  the  person 
from  whom  the  property  was  obtained  by  fraud  in  the  purchase, 
and  that  the  crediting  of  its  value  on  the  pre-eicisting  debt  would 
act  make  the  second  transferee  an  innocent  purchaser  for  valuey 
were  erroneous. 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Santa 
Clara  County.    M.  H.  Hyland,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Jackson  Hatch,  and  Walter  H.  Linf orth,  for  Appellant 

Corbet  ft  Ooodwin,  B.  A.  Herrington,  and  Louis  H.  Brown- 
stone,  for  Bespondent 

COOPEE,  P.  J. — ^Action  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 
wrongful  conversion  of  personal  property. 

The  action  was  tried  with  a  jury,  and  a  verdict  rendered 
for  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $1,625.59,  for  which  judgment  was 
entered.  This  is  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  on  the  judg- 
ment-roll and  a  bill  of  exceptions. 

The  plaintiff  alleges  that  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day  oi 
July,  1903,  it  was  the  owner  and  entitled  to  the  possession 
of  a  lot  of  lumber  described  in  the  complaint,  and  that  de- 
fendant at  said  time  wrongfully  converted  the  same  to  its 
use,  to  the  damage  of  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $2,000,  for  which 
amount  judgment  is  prayed. 

In  support  of  the  complaint  the  plaintiff,  under  proper 
objections  on  the  part  of  defendant,  was  allowed  to  introduce 
evidence  tending  to  show  that,  between  the  first  day  of  May 
and  the  first  day  of  July,  1903,  it  sold  and  delivered  the 
lumber  to  one  Routt  on  credit ;  and  that  it  has  not  been  paid 
for  said  lumber;  that  at  the  time  Routt  purchased  the  lumber 
he  was  doing  business  under  the  name  of  the  San  Jose  Lum- 
ber Company  and  had  his  office  with  defendant,  and  used 
its  yard  in  which  to  pile  the  lumber;  that  the  lumber  was 
hauled  from  the  railroad  depot  with  defendant's  teams,  and 
was,  when  placed  in  defendant's  yard,  turned  over  to  and 
became,  so  far  as  Routt  was  concerned,  the  property  of  de- 
fendant; that  in  March,  1903,  before  any  of  the  lumber  had 
been  sold  or  delivered  to  Routt,  he  had  entered  into  a  written 
contract  with  defendant  to  purchase  its  entire  stock  of  lumber 
in  its  yards  for  the  sum  of  about  $39,000,  of  which  sum  the 
said  Routt  paid  $3,000  and  no  more;  that  under  the  contract 
so  made  by  Routt  with  defendant,  the  entire  stock  of  lumber 
in  defendant's  yard  was  to  remain  the  property  of  defendant 
5  OH  App.— 17 
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nntil  fully  paid  for  by  Routt,  but  the  business  was  to  be 
carried  on  as  before,  a  correct  account  of  the  expenses  and  of 
all  sales  to  be  kept,  and  Routt  to  be  credited  on  the  purchase 
price  with  the  net  proceeds  of  such  sales;  that  Routt  was  to 
keep  up  the  stock  of  lumber,  so  as  to  keep  the  business  going; 
that  Routt  agreed  with  defendant  to  keep  up  at  his  own  cost 
and  charge  all  such  lumber  and  supplies  incident  to  the 
proper  carrying  on  of  defendant's  business  in  connection  with 
said  lumber-yard,  an  account  of  all  transactions  and  sales  to 
be  kept;  that  the  lumber  in  controversy  was  sold  and  delivered 
to  defendant  by  Routt  under  such  arrangement ;  that  prior  to 
selling  the  lumber  to  Routt  plaintiff  had  asked  him  for  refer- 
ences as  to  his  honesty  and  financial  standing,  and  that  plain- 
tiff communicated  with  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
and  received  from  them  replies  highly  favorable  to  Routt. 

In  other  words,  the  plaintiff's  theory  of  the  case  upon  the 
trial  was  that  the  sale  made  by  it  to  Routt  was  made  through 
fraud,  consisting  of  false  representations  made  by  Routt  as 
to  his  financial  standing  and  his  ability  to  pay,  and  that  de- 
fendant was  not  an  innocent  purchaser  for  value,  for  the 
reason  that  the  consideration  of  the  transfer  to  defendant 
was  a  prior  indebtedness  of  Routt  to  defendant. 

Routt  was  not  made  a  party  defendant.  It  is  conceded  that 
the  lumber  was  sold  and  delivered  to  him  by  plaintiff.  The 
complaint  contains  not  a  word  as  to  any  fraud,  or  as  to  any 
attempt  by  plaintiff  to  rescind. 

The  question,  then,  is  as  to  whether  or  not  the  plaintiff, 
having  sold  and  delivered  the  lumber  to  Routt,  can,  under  the 
complaint  in  conversion,  notwithstanding  defendant's  objec- 
tion, prove  facts  to  show  that  the  sale  to  Routt  was  f raudulent^ 
and  therefore  void.  We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
evidence  was  not  admissible  under  the  pleadings.  The  com- 
plaint must  state  the  facts  upon  which  it  is  sought  to  recover. 
In  order  to  have  enabled  the  plaintiff  to  introduce  evidence 
of  fraud  in  this  case,  it  must  have  alleged  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances with  sufficient  particularity,  to  show  that  the  sale 
to  Routt  was  fraudulent.  It  alleged  that  it  was  the  owner 
and  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  property  at  the  time  it 
claims  that  the  defendant  converted  it,  but  the  evidence  shows 
that  it  had  prior  to  that  time  sold  and  delivered  it  to  Routt. 
Plaintiff,  in  order  to  have  been  entitled  to  any  relief,  must 
necessarily  have  proven  the  sale  to  Routt  and  that  it  was 
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fraudulent.  The  cause  of  action  depended  upon  the  proof  of 
fraud.  If  it  was  necessary  to  prove  fraud  in  this  case,  it  was 
necessary  to  allege  it.  The  defendant  was  entitled  to  know 
the  facts  upon  which  the  plaintiff  relied  so  that  it  might  pre- 
pare  itself  to  meet  them.  Defendant  was  charged  with  having 
wrongfully  converted  the  property,  but  it  appears  that  it  pur- 
chased the  property  from  Boutt,  to  whom  it  had  been  sold 
by  plaintiff.  Plaintiff,  having  sold  the  property  to  Routt  and 
delivered  him  the  possession  of  it,  enabled  Boutt  to  sell  to 
defendant  with  an  apparently  good  title.  If  the  plaintiff 
would  relieve  itself  of  its  sale  to  Boutt  it  must  state  the  facts 
constituting  the  fraud  with  sufficient  particularity  to  enable 
the  defendant  to  meet  them.  The  object  of  pleading  is  to 
arrive  at  the  issue  and  give  fair  warning  to  the  adversary. 
The  issue  to  be  tried  in  this  case  was  as  to  whether  or  not  the 
sale  to  Boutt  was  procured  by  fraud.  The  reasoning  of 
Burriss  v.  Adams,  96  Cal.  664,  [31  Pac.  565],  seems  to  dispose 
of  the  case  at  bar.  That  was  an  action  in  which  the  plaintiff 
claimed  to  be  the  owner,  and  desired  his  title  quieted  to  an 
undivided  one-eighth  of  certain  land.  His  cause  of  action 
depended  upon  proof  of  fraud  at  a  certain  probate  sale,  but 
he  did  not  allege  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud  upon  which 
he  relied.  The  court  below  sustained  the  objection  to  the  evi- 
dence, upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  averment  in  the 
complaint  of  the  acts  constituting  the  fraud.  The  court  sus- 
tained the  ruling,  and  in  the  opinion  said:  ''The  complaint 
contains  only  the  averments  usually  employed  in  an  ordinary 
action  to  quiet  title.  Where  the  cause  of  action  depends  upon 
the  proof  of  fraud,  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud  must  be 
averred.  .  •  .  He  knew  from  the  start  that  the  respondent 
had  a  perfect  legal  title,  which  he  could  overthrow  by  proving 
her  guilty  of  a  certain  fraud,  and  he  did  not  aver  fraud  even 
in  general  terms.'*  In  the  case  at  bar  the  plaintiff  knew  that 
ity  at  least,  had  parted  with  the  legal  title  to  the  lumber  by 
a  sale  thereof,  and  that  it  could  not  recover  without  over- 
throwing that  sale.  It  did  not  aver  the  fraud,  or  even  men- 
tion the  sale.  It  knew  it  had  sold  the  lumber,  but  alleged 
that  it  was  the  owner  thereof. 

In  Weiherly  v.  Strauss,  93  Cal.  283,  [28  Pac.  1045],  the 
defendant  claimed  that  the  money  deposited  was  the  property 
of  the  husband  of  plaintiff,  and  that  the  intent  of  the  deposit 
in  the  wife's  name  was  to  defraud  creditors.    The  court  said: 
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''If  the  appellant  had  intended  to  avoid  such  gift  he  should 
have  made  proper  averments  therefor  in  his  answer,  in  order 
that  the  plaintifiF  might  meet  them  at  the  triaL  Fraud  is 
never  to  be  presumed,  and  whenever  it  constitutes  an  element 
of  a  cause  of  action,  or  of  a  defense  which  is  of  an  aflSrmative 
nature,  and  invoked  as  conferring  a  right  against  the  plain- 
tifiF, it  must  be  alleged." 

In  Capuro  v.  Builders'  Ins.  Co.,  89  Cal.  124,  the  court  said: 
'*The  rule  is,  undoubtedly,  as  stated  by  appellant^  that  when 
a  party  relies  upon  fraud,  either  to  support  his  cause  of  action 
or  in  defense,  he  must  set  up  the  facts  which  constitute  the 
fraud.  It  f ollowsy  as  a  necessary  consequence  of  that  proposi- 
tion, that  he  can  prove  only  those  facts  which  he  has  set  up." 

To  the  same  effect  see  Kent  v.  Snyder,  30  Cal  666 ;  Sterling 
v.  Smith,  97  Cal.  343,  [32  Pac.  320] ;  Moore  v.  Copp,  119  Cal. 
429,  [51  Pac.  630] ;  Burris  v.  Kennedy,  108  Cal.  331,  [41 
Pao.  458] ;  Alherioli  v.  Branham,  80  Cal.  631,  [13  Am.  St. 
Rep.  200,  22  Pac.  404] ;  Qlazer  v.  Clift,  10  Cal.  303;  Leszinsky 
V.  White,  45  Cal.  278. 

Plaintiff  does  not  cite  any  California  case  in  support  of  its 
contention,  but  it  cites  four  cases  from  other  states,  in  which 
it  is  claimed  the  rule  is  different.  Two  of  them  are  from 
Nebraska— P/ioenfa;  Iron  Works  v.  McEvoy,  47  Neb.  228,  [53 
Am.  St.  Rep.  527,  66  N.  W.  290] ,  and  Pekin  Plow  Co.  v.  WO- 
son,  66  Neb.  115,  [92  N.  W.  176].  They  were  actions  in  re- 
plevin, and  the  court  held  that  ''The  Code  takes  actions  of 
replevin  out  of  the  general  rule  in  regard  to  pleadings." 

Even  if  this  were  an  action  in  replevin,  we  have  no  such 
code  provision. 

Benisch  v.  Waggoner,  12  Colo.  534,  [13  Am.  St.  Rep.  254, 
21  Pac.  706],  was  an  action  in  replevin,  and  proceeds 
upon  the  theory  that  in  such  action,  where  a  delivery  of  the 
property  is  claimed,  an  affidavit  must  be  made  by  the  plaintiff 
showing  ''the  alleged  cause  of  detention  thereof  according  to 
his  best  knowledge  and  belief,"  which  it  would  seem  would 
inform  the  defendant  sufficiently  as  to  the  acts  claimed  to  be 
fraudulent 

Salisbury  v.  Barton,  63  Kan.  552,  [66  Pac.  618],  was  an 
action  in  replevin.  The  facts  are  not  fully  stated  in  the 
opinion.  The  court  said  that  the  plaintiff  pleaded  three 
elements  which,  if  proved,  would  entitle  him  to  recover — 
''ownership,   right  of   possession,   and   wrongful   detention 
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by  the  defendants."  In  the  ease  at  bar  the  plaintiff  claimed 
that  it  had  parted  with  the  ownership  by  reason  of  a 
sale;  that  such  sale  was  the  result  of  fraud,  and  that  it  re- 
scinded the  sale.  Having  parted  with  the  ownership,  its  right 
of  action  depended  upon  proving  facts  showing  that  by  reason 
of  fraud  it  was  induced  to  part  with  such  ownership,  so  as  to 
entitle  it  to  be  relieved  of  the  effect  of  the  transfer  of  such 
ownership.  It  was  not  entitled  to  prove  such  facts  without 
alleging  them. 

The  court,  at  the  request  of  plaintiff,  gave  instructions  num- 
bered 5,  6,  7,  and  8,  in  regard  to  the  question  of  an  innocent 
purchaser  for  value.  The  sixth  instruction  is  as  follows:  "I 
instruct  you,  that  a  pre-existing  debt  is  not  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration for  the  transfer  of  property,  to  warrant  the  person 
securing  such  property  to  hold  it  as  against  the  right  of  the  one 
from  whom  the  buyer  has  obtained  such  goods  by  fraud  in  the 
purchase."  Instructions  5,  7,  and  8,  contain  the  same  proposi- 
tion expressed  and  repeated  in  different  words.  The  eighth 
instruction  expressly  states  that  the  "crediting  of  the  value 
of  said  lumber  to  the  account  of  said  Routt  by  the  Qlenwood 
Lumber  Company,  pursuant  to  the  contract  made  between  the 
Glenwood  Lumber  Company  and  said  Routt  March  31,  1903, 
would  not  make  said  Glenwood  Lumber  Company  an  innocent 
purchaser  for  the  value  of  said  lumber."  No  evidence  was 
offered  in  any  way  to  connect  the  defendant  with  any  fraud, 
or  the  knowledge  of  any  fraud,  on  the  part  of  Routt,  and  hence 
it  is  evident  that  the  proposition  as  stated  to  the  jury  by  the 
instruction^  was  that  the  payment  of  a  prior  indebtedness  was 
not  a  valuable  consideration  for  the  sale  of  the  lumber  to  de- 
fendant. Such  is  not  the  law  in  this  state,  and  the  giving  of 
the  instructions  was  error. 

A  conveyance  or  transfer  of  property  in  consideration  of  a 
pre-existing  indebtedness  is  a  conveyance  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration. (Frey  v.  Clifford,  44  Cal.  342 ;  Davis  v.  Russell, 
52  Cal.  611,  [28  Am.  Rep.  647] ;  Sackett  v.  Johnson,  54  Cal. 
107;  Foorman  v.  Wallace,  75  Cal.  552,  [17  Pac.  680] ;  Duff 
r.  BandaU,  116  CaL  226,  [58  Am.  St.  Rep.  158, 48  Pac.  66].) 

The  judgment  is  reversed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 
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[GIt.  No.  869.    Second  Appellate  District.— Mareh  28,  1907.] 

LYDIA  M.  JOHN,  Petitioner,  v.  SUPERIOR  COURT  OP 
LOS  ANGELES  COUNTY,  etc..  Respondent. 

Divorce — Iuteblogtjtobt  Judgment — ^Disposition  of  Homestead  on 
Sepabate  Pbopebtt — Jurisdiction. — ^Where  the  complaint  bj  the 
husband  for  divorce  alleged  the  selection  of  a  homestead  on  the 
separate  property  of  the  husband  therein  described,  the  court  had 
jurisdiction,  and  it  was  its  duty,  under  section  131  of  Civil  Code, 
at  the  time  of  the  hearing  and  granting  of  the  interlocutory  judg- 
ment that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  divorce,  to  hear  and  determine 
the  issue  tendered  as  to  the  title  to  the  homestead  property,  and 
to  include  in  the  interlocutory  judgment  an  assignment  of  the 
homestead  to  the  husband,  as  its  former  owner,  in  pursuance  of  see- 
tions  146  and  147  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Id. — bright  to  Finaii  Judgment — ^Death  of  Plaintiff  Pending  Mo- 
tions.— ^Where,  after  the  lapse  of  the  year  without  appeal,  the 
plaintiff  properly  moved  for  a  final  judgment,  the  death  of  thf 
plaintiff  pending  the  disposition  of  the  motion  and  of  counter- 
motions  of  the  defendant  relating  to  the  question  of  property  rights 
did  not  impair  the  power  of  the  court  to  render  final  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff,  under  the  express  provisions  of  section  132  of  the 
Civil  Code  and  of  section  669  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

APPLICATION  for  a  writ  of  review  to  annul  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  Angeles  County.  D.  K.  Trask, 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

T.  M.  Stewart,  for  Petitioner. 

H.  C.  LawsoUy  for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — This  is  an  application  for  writ  of  cerHarafi 
In  an  action  for  divorce  brought  by  Joseph  S.  John,  against 
the  petitioner,  Lydia  M.  John,  it  was  alleged  that  certain  real 
property  therein  described  was  the  separate  property  of  the 
plaintiff  in  said  action  and  that  plaintiff  had  declared  a  home- 
stead thereon.  The  default  of  the  defendant  was  duly  en- 
tered, followed  on  January  31, 1905,  by  an  interlocutory  judg- 
ment, whereby  it  was  adjudged  that  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
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a  divorce,  and  that  the  homestead  set  out  in  the  complaint 
was  the  separate  property  of  the  plaintifip  and  should  be  set 
aside  and  awarded  to  him.  Nearly  one  year  after  the  entry 
of  this  judgment  the  defendant,  who  is  petitioner  here,  inter- 
posed certain  motions  having  for  their  object  the  reopening  of 
the  case  so  far  as  it  disposed  of  the  real  estate,  all  of  which 
motions  were  denied,  and  on  May  26, 1906,  and  after  the  death 
of  the  plaintiff,  Joseph  S.  John,  which  occurred  March  8, 
1906,  the  court  rendered  its  final  decree  in  accordance  with 
the  interlocutory  judgment  and  decision  had  upon  the  trial 
of  the  case. 

Petitioner  contends :  1.  That  that  part  of  the  interlocutory 
judgment  adjudging  the  real  property  to  be  the  separate  estate 
of  the  plaintiff  was  and  is  in  excess  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court;  2.  That  the  final  decree,  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  it 
was  rendered  after  the  death  of  Joseph  S.  John,  the  plaintiff 
in  said  action,  was  and  is  void.  Neither  position  is  tenable. 
It  appears  from  the  complaint  that  certain  real  estate  therein 
described  constituted  the  homestead  of  the  parties,  and  it  was 
alleged  that  the  said  real  estate  so  homesteaded  was  the 
separate  property  of  the  plaintiff.  Section  147,  Civil  Code, 
requires  that  **the  court,  rendering  a  decree  of  divorce, 
must  make  such  order  for  the  disposition  of  the  .  .  .  home- 
stead, as  in  this  chapter  provided."  And  section  146,  Civil 
Code,  provides:  ''In  case  of  the  dissolution  of  the  marriage, 
.  .  .  the  homestead  shall  be  assigned  as  follows:  ...  4.  If  a 
homestead  has  been  selected  from  the  separate  property  of 
either,  it  shall  be  assigned  to  the  former  owner  of  such  prop- 
erty. .  .  . '' 

It  clearly  appears  from  the  above-quoted  provisions  of  the 
code  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  determine  whether  or 
not  the  real  estate  described  in  the  complaint  was  the  separate 
property  of  the  plaintiff  as  therein  alleged.  It  was  an  issue 
in  the  case,  and  section  131,  Civil  Code,  contemplates  that  all 
issues  embraced  in  the  pleadings  shall  be  tried  and  determined 
at  the  time  when,  and  upon  the  trial  wherein,  the  court  de- 
termines whether  or  not  ''the  divorce  ought  to  be  granted." 
It  is  at  this  time  that  the  court  is  required  to  "file  its  decision 
and  conclusions  of  law  as  in  other  cases,"  and  this  decision 
must  respond  to  all  the  issues  involved  in  the  action.  {OUms 
V.  Glass,  4  Cal.  App.  604,  [88  Pac.  734].)  In  this  case,  one 
of  the  issues  was  whether  or  not  the  real  property  upon  which 
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the  homestead  was  impressed  was  the  separate  property  of  the 
plaintiff.  Section  132  gives  the  court  the  power  of  its  own 
motion  to  enter  final  judgment  at  the  expiration  of  one  year 
from  the  entry  of  the  interlocutory  judgment;  and  the  fact 
that  this  authority  is  given  the  court  would  seem  to  exclude 
the  idea  that  a  trial  was  contemplated  at  the  time  of  entering 
this  last  judgment.  It  has  been  said  that  there  are  three 
parties  to  an  action  for  the  dissolution  of  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony; that  the  state,  by  reason  of  its  interest  in  maintaining 
the  marriage  relation,  is  an  interested  third  party.  {De  Toe 
V.  Superior  Court,  140  Cal.  482,  [98  Am.  St.  Rep.  73,  74  Pae. 
28].)  The  real  parties  are  not  allowed  to  control  the  subject 
of  the  action  as  they  may  dispose  of  property  rights.  ''The 
legislature  has  complete  control  of  the  subject,  and  may  im- 
pose whatever  restrictions  or  delays  it  pleases,  either  in  regard 
to  the  time  for  beginning  the  action,  or  the  method  and  order 
of  procedure  after  the  action  is  begun.'*  {Orannis  v.  Su- 
perior Court,  146  Cal.  256,  [106  Am.  St.  Rep.  23,  79  Pac. 
891].)  And  it  may  likewise,  upon  a  dissolution  of  the  mar- 
riage, when  the  property  rights  of  the  parties  to  a  divorce 
suit  are  involved,  require  that  such  rights  and  property  inter- 
ests shall  be  determined  by  the  court  at  the  time  when  the 
court  determines  whether  "the  divorce  ought  to  be  granted." 
The  decision  of  the  court,  both  as  to  the  granting  of  the 
divorce  and  the  disposition  of  the  property,  is  subject  to  re- 
view on  appeal ;  and  certainly  it  was  never  intended  that  there 
should  be  a  delay  of  a  year,  or  possibly  a  longer  period  in  case 
of  an  appeal  from  an  interlocutory  judgment,  and  then  an- 
other trial  as  to  issues  involving  the  property  rights  of  the 
parties,  followed  by  the  delay  of  another  appeal  from  a  de- 
cision of  the  court  thereon  and  judgment  disposing  of  the 
same. 

It  appears  that  at  the  expiration  of  the  year  the  plaintiff 
made  a  motion  for  final  judgment.  This  was  opposed  by  the 
defendant,  and  pending  the  disposition  of  defendant's  mo- 
tions, the  plaintiff  died,  and  final  judgment  was  not  entered 
until  May  26th.  His  death,  according  to  the  express  pro- 
visions of  section  132,  Civil  Code,  did  not  impair  the  power  of 
the  court  to  enter  final  judgment.  Section  669,  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  provides  that  if  a  party  die  after  a  verdict  or 
decision  upon  any  issue  of  fact,  and  before  judgment,  the 
eourt  may  nevertheless  render  judgment  thereon.    There  had 
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been  a  decision  of  all  the  issues  of  fact  at  the  time  of  entering 
the  interlocutory  judg:ment,  and  both  section  132,  Civil  Code, 
and  section  669,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  constitute  authority 
for  the  action  taken  by  the  court  in  this  case. 
The  application  is  denied. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Of.  No.  806.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet.— Hareh  26,  1907.] 

CHARLES  L.  GOOD,  Respondent,  v.  COMMON  COUN- 
CIL  OP  THE  CITY  OP  SAN  DIEGO  et  aL,  Appellants. 

HmnciFAh  Chabteb — ^Bboall  of  Elected  OmoEifr— Conditional  Ten- 
T7SE  OF  Office. — ^Where  a  mnnieipal  charter  proTides  that  the  holder 
of  any  elective  office  may  be  remoTed  at  any  time  by  the  electors 
qualified  to  Tote  for  a  eaccesBor,  subject  to  the  condition  that 
twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  electors  of  the  district  express  their  dis- 
approval of  his  action  upon  some  measure  or  as  to  some  policy, 
and  demand  that  he  be  sustained  by  a  vote  of  confidence  or  re- 
tire, the  charter  does  not  contemplate  an  ordinary  ''removal  for 
cause,"  but  by  virtue  of  the  charter  provision,  every  elective  officer 
elected  after  the  provision  waa  adopted  holds  his  office  subject  te 
the  condition  subse<)uently  expressed  therein. 

tD, — SuFFiciENOT  OF  REASON  EXPRESSED  FOB  Beoall. — ^The  recall  pe- 
tition of  the  twenty-five  per  cent  of  electors  is  only  required  to  con- 
tain a  general  statement  of  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  on  which 
the  removal  is  sought,  and  it  is  sufficient  that  it  appears  in  general 
terms  that  the  official  conduct  of  the  officer  whose  recaU  is  sought 
has  been  in  opposition  to  the  wiU  and  preferences  of  his  constitu- 
ents and  obstructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city. 

Id. — Cebtificatb  of  Cmr  Clebk— Numbeb  of  Qualified  Signebs.— The 
certificate  of  the  city  clerk  required  by  the  charter  that  he  has 
compared  the  names  on  the  petition  of  electors  of  the  district 
for  recaU  of  the  officer  named  with  the  great  register  of  the 
county,  and  has  found  the  petition  to  be  sufficient,  shows  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  authority  devolved  on  the  city  clerk  to  hear  and 
determine  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition,  from  whose  determinatioB 
no  appeal  is  provided. 

fD.— Mandamus  to  Citt  Gouncil— Bight  of  ELBcroB.— The  city 
council  have  no  discretion  or  right  to  refuse  to  act  upon  the  pe- 
tition in  reference  to  the  calling  of  an  election,  and  mandamus  will 
lie  OB  the  face  of  a  sufficient  petition,  upon  which  the  eoundl  have 
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refused  to  act,  at  rait  of  an^  one  or  more  of  the  electors  whose 
names  appear  therein,  to  compel  it  to  act. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Diego  County.    D.  K.  Trask,  Judge  presiding. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Eugene  Daney,  and  E.  Swift  Torrance,  for  Appellants. 

Luce,  Sloan  &  Luce,  for  Respondent 

Anderson  &  Anderson,  Amici  Curiae^  also  for  Respondent 

TAGGART,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  and  judg- 
ment of  the  superior  court  directing  a  writ  of  mandate  to  is- 
sue commanding  the  defendants  to  order  an  election  for  the 
recall  and  removal  of  Jay  N.  Reynolds,  one  of  the  defendants, 
from  the  office  of  councilman  of  the  city  of  San  Diego,  to  fix  a 
date  for  such  election  and  to  make,  or  cause  to  be  made,  all 
necessary  arrangements  for  the  holding  of  such  election. 

Plaintiff  was  one  of  one  hundred  and  five  signers  of  a  peti- 
tion presented  to  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  San  Diego 
demanding  that  an  election  be  called  for  the  removal  of  said 
defendant  Jay  N.  Reynolds  from  the  office  of  member  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  San  Diego,  for  the  seventh 
ward,  and  the  election  of  his  successor,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
the  provisions  of  section  4  of  chapter  IV,  adopted  as  an 
amendment  to  article  I  of  the  charter  of  that  city  by  vote  of 
the  electors  thereof  on  January  7, 1905,  which  amendment  was 
approved  by  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  on  Feb- 
ruary 3, 1905.  (Statutes  and  Amendments  to  the  Codes,  Cali- 
fornia, pp.  901-922.) 

The  petition  was  signed  and  verified  by  one  of  the  signers, 
as  required  by  the  charter,  regularly  filed  with  the  city  clerk, 
who  within  ten  days  thereafter  submitted  to  the  common  coun- 
cil at  its  regular  meeting  said  petition,  accompanied  by  the 
certificate  of  said  clerk  in  the  words  and  figures  following,  to 
wit: 

"San  Diego,  Cal.,  March  30,  1906. 

"To  the  Honorable  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  San 
Diego,  California : 
"This  is  to  certify  that  the  foregoing  petition  of  the  electors 
of  the  Seventh  Ward  of  the  City  of  San  Diego,  California^ 
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for  the  recall  of  Councilman  Jay  N.  Reynolds,  has  been  exam- 
ined by  me,  and  the  names  on  the  said  petition  compared  with 
the  Great  Register  of  the  County  of  San  Diego,  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, for  the  year  1905,  and  I  find  said  petition  to  be  suffi- 
cient 

"(Seal)  J.  P.  BUTLER, 

"City  Clerk." 

The  common  council  refused  to  act  upon  the  petition,  but 
'•voted  to  disregard  said  petition  and  to  table  and  file  the  same 
without  action." 

Plaintiff  brings  this  action  as  a  resident  and  elector  of  the 
seventh  ward,  a  qualified  signer  of  said  petition,  and  a  prop- 
erty owner  and  taxpayer  in  said  city,  and  sets  forth  the  peti- 
tion for  recall  in  full  in  his  "Affidavit  and  Petition"  in  the 
proceeding  before  the  superior  court. 

Defendant  moved  to  quash  the  alternative  writ  issued  ex 
parte,  and  demurred  to  plaintiff's  afiSdavit  and  petition  upon 
which  the  writ  issued.  The  motion  was  denied  and  the  de- 
murrer overruled,  and  defendants,  declining  to  answer,  judg- 
ment was  entered  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  making  the  alternative 
writ  peremptory. 

These  rulings  of  the  court  were  excepted  to  and  are  assigned 
as  error  because:  1.  The  affidavit  and  petition  does  not  show 
the  petitioner  to  be  a  party  beneficially  interested  in  the  is- 
suance of  the  writ;  2.  The  petition  for  recall  does  not  state 
grounds  sufficient  in  law;  3.  The  clerk's  certificate  attached 
to  the  recall  petition  does  not  comply  with  the  charter  pro- 
vision by  *' showing  the  result  of  said  examination"  of  the 
great  register;  4.  The  determination  of  the  sufficiency  of  the 
recall  petition  rests  in  the  discretion  of  the  common  council  and 
cannot  be  controlled  by  the  mandate  of  the  courts ;  and  5.  The 
time  within  which  the  election  should  have  been  held  under  the 
provisions  of  the  charter  having  already  expired,  no  election 
can  be  called  by  the  said  common  council,  and  the  court  had 
no  jurisdiction  to  order  an  election  at  a  later  date. 

llie  fixing  of  the  tenure  of  office  of  the  officers  of  a  munici- 
pality subject  to  removal  by  the  body  that  elected  them  is  com- 
paratively new  in  our  system  of  government,  and  the  inter- 
pretative branch  of  the  law  is  in  rather  an  undeveloped  state 
on  the  subject.  A  responsible  government,  however,  is  the 
very  foundation  of  the  republican  system,  and  there  appears 
no  reason  why  a  representative  should  not  be  made  to  retire 
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at  any  time  at  the  request  of  the  people,  as  well  as  at  the  eud 
of  a  fixed  period.  This  is  not  deemed  inoompatible  with  a 
republican  form  of  government  in  France,  and  several  of  the 
South  American  states.  It  is  similar  in  principle  and  applicap 
tion  to  the  custom  or  rule  which  makes  the  ministry  or  real 
government  of  Great  Britain  answerable  at  all  times  for  its 
failure  to  meet  the  approval  of  the  electorate  of  that  country 
on  some  measure  or  question  of  policy. 

It  was  evidently  the  purpose  of  the  framers  of  the  section 
of  the  San  Diego  charter  under  which  the  petition  in  this  case 
was  filed  to  ingraft  this  principle  upon  the  charter  of  that 
city.  In  the  operation  of  this  charter  the  question  is  not 
whether  there  was  cause  for  the  removal  of  the  councilman 
from  office  as  the  word  ''cause"  has  heretofore  been  used  in 
this  connection.  The  fitness  of  the  incumbent,  or  the  pro- 
priety or  impropriety  of  his  conduct  is  not  alone  involved.  Mal- 
feasance, misfeasance,  or  nonfeasance  in  office  may  call  for 
the  exercise  of  the  right  conferred  by  this  section,  but  it  in- 
cludes more  than  these.  The  charter  provides  for  an  answer- 
able or  responsible  tenure  in  all  elective  offices,  and  ''the 
holder  of  any  elective  office  may  be  removed  at  any  time  by 
the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  a  successor  of  such  incum- 
bent" By  virtue  of  this  provision  every  elective  officer 
elected  after  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  holds  office  sub- 
ject to  the  condition  subsequent  that  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  electorate  of  the  district  from  which  he  was  elected  may  by 
petition  express  their  disapproval  of  his  action  upon  some 
measure  or  as  to  some  policy,  and  demand  that  he  be  sustained 
by  a  vote  of  confidence  or  retire. 

A  clear  conception  of  the  purpose  of  this  proceeding  as  dis- 
tinguished from  an  ordinary  "removal  for  cause"  is  necessary 
in  the  consideration  of  the  questions  here  presented.  The 
power  to  remove  a  corporate  officer  from  office,  for  reasonable 
and  just  cause,  is  one  of  the  common-law  incidents  of  all  cor- 
porations, and  this  extends  to  elective,  as  well  as  appointive, 
officers  {Richards  v.  Clarkhurg,  30  W.  Va.  491,  [4  S.  B. 
774] ;  Dillon  on  Municipal  Corporations,  sees.  242,  243) ;  and 
it  is  competent  for  the  charter  of  a  city  to  so  provide.  {Croly 
V.  Sacramento,  119  GaL  234,  [51  Pac.  323].)  In  such  cases 
the  "just  cause"  is  to  be  construed  as  something  more  than 
the  mere  wish  of  that  part  of  the  sovereign  people  which 
elected  the  officer  whom  it  is  attempting  to  remove. 
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A  case  of  ''removal  for  just  cause''  in  this  sense  implies 
some  misconduct  upon  the  part  of  the  officer,  or  imputes  to 
him  some  violation  of  the  law.  Under  such  circumstances  it 
is  necessary  that  the  charges  against  him  shall  be  based  upon 
some  refusal  to  obey  or  intention  to  violate  the  law  prescribing 
his  duties.  There  are  often  such  penalties  attached  to  pro- 
ceedings for  the  removal  of  officers  ''for  cause  shown"  that 
they  are  and  should  be  carefully  guarded  from  abuse  (Croly 
V.  Sacramento,  119  CaL  234,  [51  Pac.  323]) ;  but  as  to  the 
right  to  the  office  as  against  the  people,  it  is  a  well-recognized 
rule  that  the  agency  may  be  terminated  at  any  time  by  the 
sovereign  power  without  reason  given.  (Matter  of  Carter, 
141  CaL  319,  [74  Pac.  997].}  Offices  are  created  by  the  peo- 
ple for  administration  of  public  affairs  and  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  office-holder,  and  revocable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  au- 
thority creating  them,  unless  such  authority  is  limited  by  the 
power  which  conferred  it  {Attorney  General  v.  Jochim,  99 
Mich.  358,  [41  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  58  N.  W.  614].)  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  provision  here  under  consideration,  and 
similar  ones  in  other  city  charters,  are  intended  to  check  a 
growing  forgetfulness  on  the  part  of  office-holders  of  the 
principle  that  the  duties  of  their  offices  are  to  be  discharged 
in  the  interest  of  the  public  and  not  their  own.  In  the  con- 
sideration of  a  freeholders'  charter  the  intention  of  the  people 
in  its  adoption  is  to  be  considered  as  a  rule  of  construction. 
Provisions  for  the  summary  removal  of  appointive  officers  for 
cause  shown  are  made  by  the  charter.  The  general  law  and 
the  common-law  power  of  amotion,  as  well  as  the  provisions  of 
the  charter,  provide  for  removals  of  this  kind.  The  purpose 
of  section  4,  however,  is  the  reservation,  by  the  people,  of  the 
right  to  remove  any  elective  officer  of  the  city  whenever  a 
majority  of  the  electors  shall  so  determine. 

The  reason  why  the  removal  is  asked  in  this  case,  and  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  petition  for  recall  rests,  are,  that  the 
councilman  whom  it  is  sought  to  remove  voted  for  and  sup- 
ported a  certain  ordinance  regulating  the  licensing  and  sale 
of  liquors  in  the  city  of  San  Diego ;  that  he  voted  to  disregard 
a  former  petition  for  his  recall;  that  he  repeatedly  voted  to 
disregard  petitions  to  refer  to  the  vote  of  the  people  ordinances 
passed  by  the  council  of  said  city  filed  in  conformity  to  the 
provisions  of  the  charter;  and  that  he  voted  for  a  false  certifi- 
cation of  an  ordinance  to  prevent  a  referendum. 
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The  only  reference  in  the  recall  petition  to  the  wishes  or 
desires  of  the  councilman's  constituents  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ters mentioned,  and  the  only  allegation  in  relation  thereto  in 
the  **  AflSdavit  and  Petition"  for  the  writ  of  mandate,  is  found 
in  the  following  language  in  the  recall  petition:  ''That  the 
official  conduct  and  action  of  said  Jay  N.  Reynolds  ever  since 
he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  said  o0:ce  has  been  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  will  and  preferences  of  his  constituents,  and  ob- 
structive to  the  best  interests  of  the  City  of  San  Diego." 

If  there  be  enough  of  substance  in  the  grounds  as  stated  the 
proceeding  should  not  be  held  to  have  failed  because  of  lack  of 
detailed  and  specific  statement.  The  charter  provides  for  a 
general  statement  only  of  the  grounds  on  which  the  removal 
is  sought,  and  we  think  the  petition  sufficient  to  cover  this 
provision  and  to  indicate  to  the  officer  whose  removal  is  sought 
why  his  successor  is  asked  to  be  elected. 

The  certificate  of  the  city  clerk  is  that  he  had  compared  the 
names  on  the  petition  with  the  great  register  and  found  the 
petition  to  be  sufficient.  This  was  the  ''result  of  his  examina^ 
tion."  Findings  that  there  were  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  votes  cast  at  the  last  election,  and  that  the  one  hundred 
and  five  names  on  the  petition  were  on  the  great  register  could 
have  added  nothing  to  this.  That  it  was  sufficient  implied 
"that  it  fulfilled  the  requirements  of  the  law."  There  was 
nothing  to  be  done  by  the  common  council  in  this  connection  if 
the  petition  had  not  been  sufficient,  as  the  law  provided  that, 
if  the  petition  be  found  insufficient  hy  the  clerk,  he  should  re- 
turn it  to  the  petitioners. 

In  Davenport  v.  Los  Angeles,  146  Cal.  508,  [80  Pac.  684], 
in  a  similar  proceeding,  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  was  held  to 
be  insufficient  because  it  was  ambiguous,  and  on  its  face 
showed  that  the  city  clerk  had  not  complied  with  the  charter 
provision  contained  in  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Los  Angeles. 
This  provision  is  the  same  as  that  in  the  San  Diego  charter. 
(Amendments,  Los  Angeles  Charter,  sec.  198-c;  Statutes  and 
Amendments  to  Codes,  California,  1903,  p.  574.) 

By  these  charter  provisions  the  right  to  petition  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  public  officer  is  vested  in  "the  electors  entitled  to 
vote  for  a  successor  to  the  incumbent  sought  to  be  removed." 
This  being  the  foundation  of  the  right,  those  who  are  entitled 
to  demand  that  the  common  council  call  the  election  can  cer- 
tainly maintain  the  action  to  protect  the  right  granted.    There 
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is  but  one  question,  then,  as  to  how  the  action  must  be  brought. 
Must  all  the  petitioners  join,  must  one  sue  on  behalf  of  him- 
self and  others,  or  may  one  sue  alone  ?  We  think  the  author- 
ities sustain  the  right  of  one  or  more  of  the  petitioners  to 
maintain  the  proceeding  for  a  writ  of  mandate.  {Windsor  v. 
Polk  Co,,  115  Iowa,  738,  [87  N.  W.  705] ;  Kimberly  v.  Morris, 
87  Tex.  637,  [31  S.  W.  808] ;  Frederick  v.  San  Luis  Obispo, 
llSCal.  391,  [60Pac.  661].) 

There  is  no  discretion  vested  in  the  common  council  in  con- 
nection with  the  calling  of  this  election.  That  body's  func- 
tions are  purely  ministerial,  but  if  it  be  conceded  that  it  was 
vested  with  some  discretion,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  can  re- 
fuse to  act  The  duty  of  determining  whether  or  not  the  peti- 
tion contains  the  proper  number  of  signatures  and  the  com- 
paring of  them  with  the  great  register  devolved  upon  the  city 
clerk.  He  is  the  person  given  authority  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine the  question  of  sufficiency  of  the  petition,  and  no  appeal 
therefrom  is  provided  and  none  apparently  intended  to  be 
given.  This  is  evident  from  the  provision  of  the  act  requiring 
the  return  of  the  petition  by  the  city  clerk  to  the  petitioners 
if  found  insufficient,  and  which,  in  effect,  negatives  peti- 
tioner's right  of  appeal.  *' Whenever  any  board,  tribunal,  or 
person  is  by  law  vested  with  authority  to  decide  a  question, 
such  decision,  when  made,  is  res  judicata,  and  as  conclusive 
of  the  issues  involved  in  the  decision  as  though  the  adjudicsr 
tion  had  been  made  by  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction." 
(Freeman  on  Judgments,  sec.  531;  cited  and  affirmed  in 
People  V.  Los  Angeles,  133  Cal.  342,  [65  Pac.  749],  and 
People  V.  Ontario,  148  Cal.  637,  [84  Pac.  205].)  But  conced- 
ing that  the  council  had  supervisory  power  and  refused  to 
order  an  election  in  the  face  of  a  sufficient  petition,  mandamus 
will  lie  to  compel  it  to  act.  {Sansom  v.  Mercer,  68  Tex.  488, 
[2  Am.  St.  Rep.  505,  5  S.  W.  62] ;  Keller  v.  Hewitt,  109  Cal. 
146,  [41  Pac.  871] ;  Wood  v.  Strother,  76  Cal.  545,  [9  Am.  St. 
Bep.  249, 18  Pac.  766].) 

It  would  be  a  strange  perversion  of  the  law  if  the  common 
council,  in  order  to  defeat  one  of  the  provisions  of  the  charter 
oould  merely,  by  dilatory  action,  not  only  refuse  to  comply 
with  the  directions  of  the  charter,  but  prevent  the  courts  from 
furnishing  a  remedy  for  the  wrong  done  by  its  act.  This 
would  furnish  the  exception  to  section  3523  of  the  Civil  Code 
that,  **Por  every  wrong  there  is  a  remedy."    Such  a  result 


Digitized  by 


Google 


272  Good  v.  Common  Council.       [5  Cal.  App. 

is  to  be  avoided,  if  possible.  Conceding  that  provisions  of 
the  election  law  are  mandatory,  they  are  yet  to  be  liberally 
construed  to  accomplish  the  purpose  intended  by  the  law. 
{Jennings  v.  Brown,  114  Cal.  307,  [46  Pac.  77] ;  Packwood  v, 
Brawnell,  121  Cal.  480,  [53  Pac.  1079].)  We  find  nothing  in 
any  of  the  cases  cited  that  calls  for  a  construction  of  the  law 
that  would  defeat  its  purpose  entirely,  when  there  is  one  which 
would  enable  it  to  be  enforced  or  carried  out  in  the  mannex 
provided  by  its  terms. 

The  policy  of  the  law  and  its  effect  are  both  much  discussed 
in  the  briefs  of  counsel  for  both  parties,  as  well  as  those  of  the 
amid  curiae,  and  the  latter  and  the  respondent  have  stren-* 
uously  defended  the  constitutionality  of  the  charter  provision, 
although  appellant  disclaims  any  intention  of  raising  this 
question.  The  policy  of  the  law  has  been  considered  by  us 
only  in  so  far  as  it  was  necessary  to  determine  the  purpose 
and  intention  of  the  people  of  the  city  of  San  Diego  in  adopt- 
ing the  section  involved.  Whether,  as  applied,  ''their  new 
scheme  of  reform  will  result  in  disastrous  consequences,"  or 
not,  is  a  matter  that  should  have  been  considered  by  the  peo- 
ple in  adopting  the  amendment  to  the  charter,  but  it  cannot 
affect  the  action  of  this  court  on  the  question  before  it. 

The  constitutionality  of  the  charter  provision,  not  being  pre- 
sented by  the  appellant,  has  not  been  considered.  The  recent 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  in  Re  Pfahler,  150  Cal.  71, 
[88  Pac.  270],  discusses  many  of  the  propositions  of  law  pre- 
sented by  respondent  in  his  brief  in  relation  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  section  of  the  charter  here  being  considered, 
as  applied  to  other  provisions  of  the  charter  of  Los  Angeles 
city,  and  is  conclusive  as  to  some  of  them ;  but  this  matter  is 
not  before  us. 

Judgment  of  the  superior  court  a£Srmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.f  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 
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[GIt.  No.  833.    Second  AppeHate  Distriet.— Marfli  26,  1907.] 

AMESTOY  ESTATE  COMPANY  et  aL,  Appellante,  v.  CITY 
OF  LOS  ANGELES,  Bespondent 

JuDQHSNTS— Vacation— MisTAKi  o»  Law  by  Attokney-— Beukf  m 
Equity — Insuffigiznt  Complaint. — Though  a  complaint  in  equitj 
to  vacate  a  judgment  maj  disclose  a  sufficient  ground  for  relief  hj 
motion  under  section  473  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  addressed 
to  the  discretion  of  the  court,  for  a  mistake  of  law  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant's  attorney,  had  such  motion  been  made  in  time,  yet, 
the  time  having  elapsed  for  such  motion,  the  mere  averment  of  sach 
mistake  of  law  in  the  complaint,  not  occasioned  by  any  act  of  the 
defendant  causing  the  plaintiff  to  default  in  an  action  brought 
by  the  defendant  to  quiet  title  to  a  water  right  against  the  plain- 
tiff, states  no  cause  of  action  for  relief  in  equity  against  the  judg- 
ment in  such  action. 

lb. — ^Mistake  in  Agceptinq  Opinion  of  Attorney— Bipabian  Bights — 
Claim  of  Watee  Bight  by  City. — ^Where  the  complaint  shows  no 
mistake  of  fact  on  plaintiff's  part,  and  the  only  mistake,  if  any, 
was  in  accepting  the  opinion  of  plaintiff's  own  attorney,  as  matter 
of  law,  that  the  claim  of  a  water  right  on  the  part  of  the  city 
was  superior  to  that  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  riparian  owner  on  the 
stream,  which  alone  led  it  to  make  default  in  an  action  to  quiet 
the  city's  title  to  the  water  against  the  adverse  claim  of  the  plain- 
tiff, the  rule  is  applicable  that '  *  neither  the  ignorance,  the  blunders, 
nor  the  misapprehension  of  counsel,  not  occasioned  by  the  adverse 
party,  is  any  ground  for  vacating  the  judgment  or  decree." 

Id, — ^False  Claim  of  City — Issue  Tendered  by  Complaint — Con- 
clusiveness of  Judgment — Conceding  that  the  city's  claim  to  the 
entire  water  of  the  stream  was  false  and  fraudulent  as  against  the 
plaintiff,  as  a  riparian  owner,  and  might  have  been  successfully  de- 
fended, yet  as  an  issue  was  tendered  upon  the  claim,  and  the 
plaintiff,  as  defendant,  was  called  upon  to  set  forth  any  adverse 
claim  on  its  part,  the  claim  of  the  city  was  in  no  sense  collateral 
to  the  merits  of  the  action;  and  the  judgment  declaring  the  adverse 
claim  is  conclusive,  where  there  was  no  concealment  or  imposition 
upon  the  court,  and  no  extrinsic  or  collateral  fraud  is  shown  on 
the  part  of  the  city  to  prevent  a  fair  submission  of  the  controversy. 

la — Judgment  Upon  Evidence— Presumption — Inoonsistent  Avest 
ment  of  Yon)  Judgment. — Where  the  judgment  set  forth  in  the 
complaint  shows  that  it  was  not  merely  rendered  by  default^  but 
that  it  was  ordered  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  presumption  is  that  it  was  rendered  upon  competent 
5  OaL  App.— 18 
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evidence,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  heard  in  thii  proceeding  in 
equity  to  question  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  presumably  be- 
fore the  court,  which  was  by  it  determined  to  warrant  the  judg- 
ment, and  an  inconsistent  averment  that  it  was  an  unauthorized 
and  void  judgment  by  default  ia  controlled  by  the  judgment  set 
forth. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    Curtis  D.  Wilbur,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

B.  M.  Widney,  for  Appellants. 

W.  B.  Mathews,  H.  T.  Lee,  and  J.  B.  Scott,  for  Bespondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Action  to  vacate  a  judgment  of  the  superior 
court,  and  to  enjoin  defendant  from  asserting  rights  tiiere- 
under. 

The  complaint  alleges  ownership  by  plaintiff  of  a  large 
ranch  in  Los  Angeles  county,  traversed  by  the  Los  Angeles 
river,  a  non-navigable  stream.  That  said  lands  are  riparian 
to  said  stream  and  the  waters  thereof  are  necessary  for  the 
irrigation  of  said  lands,  and  have  been  so  used  for  more  than 
fifty  years.  That  heretofore,  in  April,  1903,  while  plaintiff 
was  so  seised,  the  defendant  commenced  an  action  against 
plaintiff  in  the  superior  court  of  Los  Angeles  county  to  de- 
termine conflicting  interests  as  to  such  water,  and  its  use;  that 
service  of  summons  was  duly  made  upon  plaintiff  in  June 
following.  That  after  said  service  plaintiff  correctly  and 
fuUy  stated  all  the  facts  involved  in  said  litigation  to  its  at- 
torney, who  advised  it  that  it  could  not  successfully  defend 
against  said  action,  and  against  further  expense  or  litigation 
in  reference  thereto.  That  plaintiff,  acting  upon  such  advice, 
permitted  its  default  to  be  entered  and,  on  September  11, 1903, 
judgment  was  ordered  by  the  court  in  accordance  with  the 
prayer  of  the  complaint  and  duly  entered,  by  which  it  was  ad- 
judged that  the  city  was  the  owner  in  fee  of  the  paramount 
right  to  the  use  of  all  of  the  water  of  said  river  so  far  as  may 
be  reasonably  necessary  from  time  to  time  to  give  an  ample 
supply  of  water  for  the  use  of  its  inhabitants,  and  for  all 
municipal  and  public  uses,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff 
herein  were  subordinate  to  the  rights  of  said  citgr.    It  is  al- 
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leged  that  this  judgment  was  ordered  upon  an  unverified  com- 
plaint and  no  evidence  was  offered  additional  in  its  support 

Plaintiff,  in  the  complaint  under  consideration,  alleges,  fur- 
ther, that  the  claim  of  right  asserted  by  said  city  in  its  com- 
plaint was  unfounded ;  that  the  said  city  possessed  no  rights  to 
said  water,  and  that  it  well  knew  such  fact  and  falsely  stated 
that  it  had  title  thereto,  well  knowing  that  plaintiff  herein 
was  the  owner  of  said  lands,  and  the  riparian  rights  incident 
thereto.  That  plaintiff  herein  did  not  discover  the  mistake 
and  error  of  its  attorney  for  more  than  a  year  after  the  entry 
of  the  judgment  aforesaid,  nor  until  January,  1905.  That 
had  plaintiff  known  of  the  error  and  mistake  of  its  counsel 
it  would  have  appeared  and  defended  said  action,  and  by  its 
answer  presented  a  good  and  complete  defense  upon  the 
merits.  The  complaint  further  alleges  that  the  riparian  rights 
of  the  plaintiff  are  of  large  value,  and  without  which  the  value 
of  its  lands  is  destroyed. 

A  general  demurrer  of  the  city  to  the  complaint  was  sus- 
tained by  the  court,  and  the  plaintiff,  not  desiring  to  further 
amend,  judgment  was  entered  dismissing  the  plaintiff's  ac- 
tion.   From  this  judgment  plaintiff  appeals. 

The  judgment  of  dismissal,  not  being  for  one  of  the  causes 
provided  in  section  581,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  must  be 
held  a  judgment  upon  the  merits  under  section  582;  and 
this  appeal,  therefore,  involves  the  action  of  the  court  in  sus- 
taining the  demurrer  of  the  defendant  to  the  complaint  The 
facts  admitted  by  the  demurrer  would  entitle  plaintiff  to  re- 
lief under  section  473,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  had  applica- 
tion been  made  to  the  court  within  a  reasonable  time,  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months.  (Parsons  v.  Weis,  144  Cal.  410,  [77  Pac. 
1007] ;  Douglass  v.  Todd,  96  Cal.  657,  [31  Am.  St  Rep.  247, 
31  Pac.  623].)  ''When  the  time  within  which  a  motion  may 
be  made  has  expired,  and  no  laches  or  want  of  diligence  is 
imputable  to  the  party  asking  relief,  there  is  nothing  in  reason 
or  propriety  preventing  the  interference  of  equity." 
{Brackett  v.  Banegas,  116  CaL  285,  [58  Am.  St  Eep.  164,  48 
Pac  90].)  But  there  is  a  marked  distinction  between  the 
powers  of  the  court  in  the  first  instance,  wherein  discretion  is 
given  to  the  court  to  relieve  a  party  from  a  mistake,  fraud,  or 
from  excusable  neglect,  under  section  473,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, and  those  powers  exercised  by  a  court  of  equity  after 
the  lapse  of  such  time  when  proceedings  are  instituted  by  an 
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original  bill  to  vacate  the  judgment  of  another  court.  That  a 
former  judgment  may  be  set  aside  by  a  court  of  equity  on 
the  ground  of  frauds  it  must  be  fraud  extrinsic  or  collateral 
to  the  questions  examined  and  determined  in  the  action. 
(United  States  v.  Throckmorton,  98  U.  S.  61;  Pico  v.  Cohn, 
91  Cal.  129,  [25  Am.  St.  Rep.  159,  25  Pac.  970,  27  Pac.  537] ; 
Langdon  v.  Blackburn,  109  Cal.  26,  [41  Pac.  814] ;  Hanley  v. 
Hanley,  114  Cal.  692,  [46  Pac.  736].) 

When  the  city  instituted  its  original  action  against  plaintiff 
and  served  upon  it  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  plaintiff  had 
notice  of  the  pendency  of  the  action,  was  by  the  service  re- 
quired to  appear  and  answer,  and  by  the  code  required  to  set 
up  any  claim  of  right  which  it  possessed  to  the  property  de- 
scribed in  the  complaint.  There  is  no  suggestion  in  the  com- 
plaint that  plaintiff  was  prevented  by  any  act  of  the  defend- 
ant from  appearing  and  making  a  proper  defense.  Conceding 
the  false  and  fraudulent  character  of  the  city's  claim,  an 
issue  in  relation  thereto  was  tendered  by  the  complaint,  and 
such  claim  was  one  of  the  questions  examined  and  determined 
in  the  action.  Such  claim  was  in  no  sense  collateral.  The 
judgment  is  conclusive,  unless  it  is  shown  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  court  has  been  imposed  upon,  or  that  the  prevailing 
party,  by  some  extrinsic  or  collateral  fraud,  has  prevented  a 
fair  submission  of  the  controversy.  (Fedley  v.  Fealey,  104 
Cal.  360,  [43  Am.  St.  Rep.  Ill,  38  Pac.  49].)  There  was  no 
concealment  or  imposition  upon  the  court  The  claim  as- 
serted by  the  city  may  have  been  one  which  the  plaintiff  herein 
could  have  successfully  resisted;  but  it  was  nevertheless  a 
claim,  and  under  section  738,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  an  ac- 
tion may  be  brought  by  any  person  against  another  who  claims 
an  interest  in  real  property  adverse  to  him.  The  claim  of  the 
city  was  to  the  flow  in  a  watercourse.  This  comprehends  the 
right  to  have  such  flow  continue  in  such  watercourse  over  the 
lands  affected,  and  such  right  claimed  was  a  servitude  upon 
the  land  of  the  plaintiff  herein,  and,  to  the  extent  of  the  ease- 
ment, an  interest  claimed  by  the  city  affecting  real  property 
described  in  the  complaint.  {Standart  v.  Bound  Valley 
Water  Co.,  77  Cal.  399,  [19  Pac.  689].) 

The  selection  of  the  attorney  upon  whose  advice  plaintiff 
acted  was  not  induced  by  any  act  of  the  city.  It  is  apparent 
from  plaintiff's  complaint  that  there  was  no  mistake  of  fact 
upon  its  part.    It  knew  of  the  claim  of  the  city  to  the  water 
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in  the  river,  knew  it  was  a  non-navigable  stream^  and  knew 
that  it  owned  the  land  over  which  the  watercourse  extended 
and  the  incidental  riparian  rights  appurtenant  to  such  land. 
Its  only  mistake,  if  any,  was  in  accepting  the  opinion  of  its 
attorney  that,  as  a  matter  of  law,  the  claim  of  right  upon  the 
part  of  the  city  was  superior  to  that  of  the  plaintiflf  as  a 
riparian  owner.  "It  is  undoubtedly  the  true  rule  that  neither 
the  ignorance,  the  blunders  nor  the  misapprehension  of  coun- 
sel, not  occasioned  by  the  adverse  party,  is  any  ground  for 
vacating  a  judgment  or  decree."  (Freeman  on  Judgments, 
sec.  508;  Black  on  Judgments,  sec.  375.)  The  facts  involved 
in  Bacon  v.  Bacon,  150  Cal.  477,  [89  Pac.  317],  were  such  as 
justified  the  conclusion  that  the  plaintiff  did  not  know  of  her 
own  rights,  which  clearly  distinguishes  that  case  from  the  one 
under  consideration. 

A  different  rule  obtains  when  the  proceedings  are  under 
section  473,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  That  section  is  broad 
enough  to  justify  the  action  of  the  court  in  relieving  a  party 
from  a  mistake  of  law  upon  the  part  of  his  attorney  when 
from  reliance  thereon  he  was  prevented  from  making  a  de- 
fense. (Douglass  v.  Todd,  96  Cal.  657,  [31  Am.  St.  Bep.  247, 
31  Pac.  623].)  The  broad  provisions  of  that  section  are  avail- 
able, however,  only  to  those  seeking  relief  thereunder.  It 
cannot  be  construed  as  an  attempt  to  broaden  the  powers  of  a 
court  of  equity  in  determining  its  jurisdiction  in  an  independ- 
ent proceeding.  The  reason  for  applying  different  rules  is 
obvious.  In  the  one  case,  the  motion  is  directed  to  the  discre- 
tion of  a  trial  court,  within  a  limited  time  and  before  the 
judgment  has  become  final ;  in  the  other,  it  is  the  exercise  of 
equitable  powers  by  an  independent  court  based  upon  estab- 
lished rules.  The  restricted  power  of  equity  is  founded  upon 
the  proposition  that  the  verity  of  a  judgment  should  under  all 
circumstances  be  maintained  when  the  attack  is  only  ux>on 
those  matters  considered  by  the  court  upon  the  original  hear- 
ing; without  which  rule  there  would  be  no  end  to  litigation 
and  no  permanent  rights  could  be  established  by  judgments 
and  decrees. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  complaint,  although  not  urged  in  the 
briefs,  that  the  judgment  was  by  default  and  on  its  face  void 
as  unauthorized  by  section  751  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 
Were  it  conceded  that  section  751  applies  to  cases  other  than 
those  where  unknown  owners  are  defendants,  an  inspection  of 
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the  judgment  incorporated  in  the  complaint  develops  that  it 
was  not  by  default,  but  was  a  judgment  ordered  in  accordance 
with  the  prayer  of  the  complaint,  presumably  upon  competent 
evidence.  In  this  proceeding,  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  heard 
to  question  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence,  presumably  before 
the  courty  which  was  by  it  determined  to  warrant  the  judg- 
ment. 
We  find  no  error  in  the  record,  and  the  judgment  is  aflSrmed. 

Shaw,  J.i  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[CLr.  No.  251.    Third  AppeUate  Bistriet.— March  27,  1907.] 

WILLIAM  H.  HEALEY,  and  ROBERT  TIBBITTS,  Co- 
partners, etc.,  Respondents,  v.  ANGLO-CALIFORNIAN 
BANK,  LIMITED,  and  the  Managers  Thereof,  and 
MODESTO  IRRIGATION  DISTRICT,  and  the  Board 
of  Directors  and  President  Thereof,  Appellants. 

laaiOATiON  District — ^Pboposkd  Bid  i^ob  Wobk — GEBTinxD  Chsok^ 
FosFEiTUBE — Injunction — ^Findings  Against  Evidbnce — ^Invalid 
Pboceeding — Support  ov  Judgment. — ^In  an  action  to  restrain  the 
managers  of  defendant  bank  from  paying  a  certified  checl^  in- 
dorsed "not  to  be  paid  unless  forfeited/'  which  was  delivered  to  the 
irrigation  district  defendant,  with  a  sealed  bid  for  proposed  work  on 
its  canal  system,  the  check  to  be  returned  if  the  bid  was  not  accepted, 
and  forfeited  if  the  bid  was  accepted,  and  not  complied  with  by  pbiin* 
tiff,  where  issue  was  joined  as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  bid  and 
noncompliance  therewith  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  court  found 
against  evidence  as  matter  of  fact  that  the  averments  of  the  com- 
plaint were  true,  and  the  denials  and  averments  of  the  answer  were 
nntme,  a  judgment  for  the  plaintiffs  can  only  be  supported  upon 
the  theory  that  the  court  found,  as  matter  of  law,  that  the  whole 
proceeding  was  invalid,  and  that  the  attempted  acceptance  and 
award  were  nugatory. 

Ij>. — ^Failure  ov  OrncsBs  of  Distsiot  to  Oomplt  with  Essential 
Proceedings — Void  Contract — ^Bidder  not  Estopped. — Where  the 
ofi&cers  of  the  irrigation  district,  which  is  a  public  municipal  corpo- 
ration, have  dispensed  or  failed  to  comply  with  any  of  the  essential 
proceedings  prescribed  by  statute  for  investing  them  with  power 
to  eontraet,  no  liability  is  imposed  upon  the  corporation  by  the 
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eontracty  and  the  bidder,  whose  oifer  Ib  a  mere  naked  one,  without 
consideration,  is  not  estopped,  hj  reason  of  his  failure  to  comply 
therewith,  from  claiming  the  return  of  the  check  deposited  with 
Ms  bid,  or  from  enjoining  the  payment  thereof. 

lAi^-ADyntTisxicKNT  ov  Less  Than  WHOiii  Work — Omissions  in  Ds- 
SGBiPnoN — ^iNBunrciXNT  Nones. — ^Where  the  advertisement  under 
lection  58  of  the  Wright  Act  was  for  less  than  the  whole  work, 
it  is  essential  that  the  notice  must  describe  the  particular  work  to 
be  done,  as  required  in  that  section,  so  as  to  correspond  with  the 
plans  and  specifications  thereof,  which  must  relate  to  the  same 
work,  so  as  not  to  mislead  bidders  to  their  disadvantage,  and  the 
failure  proper]/  to  describe  the  work  rendered  the  notice  insuffi- 
cient. 

Id. — ^UNGEBTAmriBS  Atfegtino  Competition  in  Bidding. — Any  uncer- 
tainties affecting  competition  in  bidding,  either  as  to  the  substan- 
tial terms  of  the  proposed  contract,  or  a  substantial  variance  as  to 
such  terms  between  the  notice  to  bidders  and  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations, or  in  the  plans  and  specifications,  or  as  to  the  reserved 
power  of  the  engineer  to  change  the  plans  and  require  extra  work 
without  providing  for  compensation,  rendered  the  whole  proceed- 
ings invalid. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    J.  G.  B.  Hebbard,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

W.  H.  Hatton,  and  L.  L.  Dennett^  for  Appellants. 

Alex.  G.  Eells,  for  Respondents. 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J.— Plaintiffs  allege  in  their  complaint  that 
on  November  29,  1902,  they  caused  to  be  delivered  to  defend- 
ant irrigation  district  a  sealed  proposal  in  writing  to  do  cer- 
tain work  for  it  upon  its  canal  system,  and  accompanying 
said  proposal,  placed  in  the  possession  of  said  defendant  ir- 
rigation district  their  check  for  $6,000,  upon  the  face  of  which 
check  was  written  **Not  to  be  cashed  unless  forfeited";  that 
said  check  was  certified  by  said  defendant  bank  and  was  so 
delivered  under  an  express  agreement  between  said  defendant 
irrigation  district  and  plaintiff,  that  *'if  said  proposal  were 
not  by  said  Modesto  Irrigation  District  accepted,  said  check 
should  be  returned  to  plaintiffs";  that  said  proposal  was 
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never  accepted  by  defendant  district  nor  waa  it  ever  in  fact 
forfeited  to  said  district;  that  '' notwithstanding  the  prem- 
ises, the  defendants  Modesto  Irrigation  District  and  F.  C. 
Davis,  as  its  President  as  aforesaid,  threatens  to  collect  the 
amount  of  said  check  .  .  .  and  will  do  so  unless  prevented  by 
the  injunction  of  this  Court,  to  the  great  and  irreparable  in- 
jury of  these  plaintiflEs.  And  the  said  defendant  Anglo-Cali- 
fomian  Bank  .  .  .  and  the  managers  as  aforesaid  threaten  to 
cash  and  pay  the  amount  of  said  check  ...  to  said  defendant 
Modesto  Irrigation  District  .  .  .  and  will  do  so  unless  pre- 
vented," etc.  An  injunction  is  prayed  for  and  also  that  de- 
fendant district  be  directed  to  surrender  said  check  to  plain- 
tiffs. 

The  defendant  bank  made  default.  Defendant  district,  an- 
swering the  complaint,  alleged  that  on  November  5,  1902,  de- 
fendant gave  notice  by  publication,  as  required  by  law,  calling 
for  bids  for  constructing  a  certain  portion  of  the  irrigation 
work  of  said  district,  a  copy  of  which  said  notice  is  made  part 
of  the  answer;  among  other  things,  said  notice  set  forth  the 
following,  to  wit:  *' Sealed  proposals  will  be  received  ...  on 
the  29th  day  of  November,  1902,  for  the  construction  of 
bridges,  drops,  railroad  crossings,  and  headgates,  hereafter 
particularly  described,  and  according  to  the  plans  and  specifi- 
cations of  said  work  and  instructions  to  bidders,  which  can  be 
seen  at  the  oflSce  of  said  Board.  The  contract  will  be  let  to 
the  lowest,  responsible  bidders,  but  the  Board  may  reject  any 
or  all  bids.  The  proposals  must  be  in  writing  and  signed  by 
the  bidder  and  must  be  upon  forms  furnished  by  the  Board, 
with  blanks  properly  filled  out,  and  be  enclosed  in  a  sealed 
envelope.  .  .  .  Said  proposals  must  be  accompanied  by  a 
certified  check  .  .  .  and  if  such  bid  is  accepted,  and  the  con- 
tract awarded  to  such  bidder,  and  he  fails  to  enter  into  such 
contract  and  to  furnish  such  bond,  then  his  check  and  the 
moneys  payable  thereon,  shaU  be  and  remain  the  property  of 
said  District.  .  •  .  Any  person  to  whom  a  contract  shall  bo 
awarded  shall,  within  ten  days'  notice  of  such  award,  make, 
execute  and  deliver  to  said  Board  a  written  contract,  in  form 
satisfactory  to  said  Board,  for  the  performance  of  said  work, 
at  the  time  to  be  specified,  in  the  manner  according  to  and 
upon  the  terms  prescribed  by  this  notice,  such  proposal,  and 
said  plans  and  specifications.  •  •  . 
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''Said  work  is  particularly  described  as  follows: 

''The  construction  of  the  drops,  headgates,  bridges  and  rail- 
road crossings  within  the  boundaries  and  said  irrigation  dis- 
trict according  to  the  plans  as  aforesaid. 

^'Said  bids  should  specify  the  price  per  thousand  of  lum- 
ber, the  price  of  concrete  per  cubic  yard,  and  of  syphon  pipe 
per  foot,  all  in  place. 

''The  work  will  comprise  about  75  drops^  34  bridges^  8  rail- 
road crossings,  and  5  headgatea. 

"Full  details  of  the  requirements  can  be  obtained  from  the 
said  plans  and  specifications  on  file  at  the  ofSce  of  the  said 
Board  of  Directors." 

It  is  further  averred  that  on  November  29, 1902,  the  several 
bids  or  proposals  were  opened  by  defendant  and  plaintiffs  pre- 
sented and  delivered  to  said  defendant  a  bid  in  writing  for  the 
construction  of  the  work  advertised  in  said  notice,  "which 
said  bid  was  accompanied  by  a  certified  check  hereinbefore 
mentioned,  which  said  certified  check  is  for  the  amount  re- 
quired in  said  notice";  that  defendant  "duly  accepted  the 
said  bid  or  proposal  in  writing  of  said  plaintiffs  .  •  •  and 
awarded  the  said  plaintiffs  the  contract  for  the  construction 
of  such  portion  of  irrigation  work  of  said  district  as  was  set 
forth  in  said  bid  or  proposal  in  writing  of  said  plaintiffs,  and 
thereafter  duly  notified  said  plaintiffs  of  the  said  acceptance 
of  their  said  bid,  and  of  the  awarding  to  plaintiffs  of  said 
contract";  that  by  said  bid  plaintiffs  agreed  that  if  not  ac- 
cepted and  said  contract  awarded  to  them,  and  in  case  there 
was  any  default  on  the  part  of  plaintiffs  in  executing  the 
contract  and  bond  required  by  said  notice,  the  said  check  and 
the  money  payable  thereon  should  be  and  remain  the  property 
of  said  district ;  that  plaintiffs  have  failed  and  refused  to  enter 
into  such  contract  and  to  furnish  tiie  required  bond. 

The  court  found  "that  each  and  all  the  fa«ts  alleged  in  the 
complaint  of  plaintiffs  herein  are  true  as  alleged,"  and  "that 
all  the  denials  in  the  answer  of  defendants  as  appearing  are 
untrue. ' '  The  court  also  found ' '  that  it  is  not  a  fact  that  said 
board  of  directors  .  .  .  duly  or  at  all  accepted  said  bid  or  pro- 
posal of  plaintiffs.  That  it  is  not  a  fact  that  said  board  ever 
duly  or  at  all  awarded  to  plaintiffs  the  contract  mentioned 
in  said  answer,  nor  any  other  contract."  As  conclusion  of 
law,  the  court  found  that  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  judgment 
as  prayed  for,  and  judgment  was  accordingly  entered.    De* 
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fendants  appeal  from  the  judgment,  and  from  the  order  deny- 
ing their  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  findings  are  challenged  as  unsupported  by  the  evi- 
dence, and,  in  point  of  fact,  rightly  so.  The  evidence  is  un- 
disputed that  plaintiffs  submitted  a  bid  pursuant  to  the  pro- 
posals of  defendants  and  put  up  their  certified  check  as  there 
required,  and  that  the  bid  of  plaintiffs  was  accepted  by  de- 
fendants and  plaintiffs  notified  thereof,  but  that  plaintiffs  re- 
fused to  proceed  further  in  the  matter.  The  findings  and 
judgment  can  be  sustained  only  upon  the  proposition  ad- 
vanced by  plaintiffs  "that  the  court  found  that,  in  contempla- 
tion of  law,  the  whole  proceeding  was  null  and  void,  and  the 
attempted  acceptance  and  award  simply  nugatory,"  as,  it  is 
claimed,  '*was  the  case  in  Ferine  Co.  v.  Pasadena,  116  Cal.  6, 
[47  Pac.  777]."  The  argument  is  that  appellant  is  a  public 
municipal  corporation,  and  its  officers  are  public  officers  (In 
re  Madera  Irr.  Dist,,  92  Cal.  297,  319,  323,  [27  Am.  St.  Rep. 
106,  28  Pac.  272] ;  Fallbrook  Irr.  List  v.  Bradley,  164  U.  S. 
112,  174,  [17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  56]) ;  and  that  **if  any  of  the 
essential  proceedings  prescribed  by  the  statute  for  investing 
the  officers  of  such  a  corporation  with  power  to  contract  be 
dispensed  with,  no  liability  is  upon  the  corporation,  by  reason 
of  such  a  contract" ;  citing  Forest  v.  Levee  Ditch,  77  Fed.  555; 
City  V.  Morgan,  65  Ohio   St.  219,  [62  N.  B.  127]. 

Admittedly,  the  power  given  the  defendants  is  found  in  sec- 
tion 53  of  the  so-called  Wright  act  (Stats.  1897,  pp.  254,  272). 
Section  53  is  as  follows:  "After  adopting  a  plan  for  such 
canal  or  canals,  storage  reservoirs  and  works  aa  in  this  act 
provided  for,  the  board  of  directors  shall  give  notice,  by  pub- 
lication thereof  .  .  .  calling  for  bids  for  the  construction  of 
the  work,  or  of  any  portion  thereof ;  if  less  than  the  whole  of 
the  work  is  advertised,  then  the  portion  so  advertised  must  be 
particularly  described  in  such  notice.  Said  notice  shall  set 
forth  that  plans  and  specifications  can  be  seen  at  the  office 
of  the  board,  and  that  the  board  will  receive  sealed  proposals 
therefor,  and  that  the  contract  will  be  let  to  the  lowest  re- 
sponsible bidder;  .  .  .  and  as  soon  as  convenient  thereafter 
the  board  shall  let  said  work,  either  in  portions,  or  as  a  whole, 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder;  or  they  may  reject  any  or  all 
bids  and  readvertise  for  proposals,  or  may  proceed  to  con- 
struct the  work  under  their  own  superintendence." 
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In  Ferine  Co.  v.  Pasadena,  116  Cal.  6,  [47  Pac.  777],  a  con- 
tractor bid  for  certain  work  under  the  street  law,  and,  as  re- 
quired by  that  law,  accompanied  his  bid  by  a  check  subject  to 
forfeiture  in  case  he  refused  or  neglected  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract if  his  bid  was  accepted.  He  was  awarded  the  contract, 
but  refused  to  proceed  further  and  brought  suit  to  recover  his 
deposit.  It  was  held  that  the  street  law  contemplates  for- 
feiture for  a  failure  to  enter  into  a  contract  based  upon  legal 
proceedings  of  the  municipal  authorities,  but  if  they  are  illegal 
the  provision  of  the  contract  relating  to  a  deposit  is  a  naked 
offer  without  consideration  and  the  bidder  is  not  estopped 
thereby.  It  was  held  also  that  a  discretion  lodged  in  the 
board  of  supervisors  alone  could  not  be  delegated  to  the  super- 
intendent or  city  surveyor;  and,  where  the  specifications  of  a 
contemplated  street  improvement  leave  it  to  them  to  designate 
what  extra  concrete  shall  be  put  in,  thus  giving  them  power  to 
increase  the  price  indefinitely  to  be  paid  by  the  property 
owner  without  his  having  the  means  of  knowing  the  ultimate 
cost  of  the  finished  work,  the  proceedings  for  the  improvement 
are  rendered  invalid. 

Respondents  contend  that  the  notice  of  proposals  is  juris- 
dictional by  analogy  to  the  notice  of  intention  in  the  case  of 
street  work  under  the  street  law,  and  that  the  description  of 
the  proposed  work  must  be  at  least  as  certain  as  is  required 
under  the  street  law;  and,  as  held  in  Patridge  v.  Lucas,  99 
Cal.  521,  [33  Pac.  1082],  it  must  enumerate  the  different 
classes  of  work  and  enumerate  them  correctly ;  and  it  must,  by 
definite  and  certain  references  to  specifications,  put  intending 
bidders  in  a  position  to  ascertain  definitely  what  is  intended  to 
be  required  of  them. 

Appellants  contend  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between 
the  object  of  the  notice  of  intention  in  the  street  law  and  the 
advertisement  or  notice  for  bids  in  the  Wright  irrigation  law ; 
that  the  only  object  of  the  advertisement  is  to  give  notice  to 
intending  bidders  and  does  not  concern  owners  of  irrigated 
land  in  the  district.  Furthermore,  it  is  claimed  that  the 
notice  is  in  no  sense  jurisdictional,  but  that  the  adoption  of 
the  plans  is  the  source  of  the  jurisdiction  to  be  exercised. 

It  is,  perhaps,  not  necessary  to  decide  just  how  far  in  all  cases 
the  advertisement  for  bids  is  jurisdictional  or  how  closely  the 
analogy  may  be  drawn  between  the  notices  referred  to  in  the 
two  acts.    This  much,  however,  we  think  may  be  safely  &f- 
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finned :  That  while  section  53  of  the  Wright  act  provides  for 
calling  for  bids  for  the  entire  work  ^^after  adopting  a  plan/' 
and  does  not  require  in  terms  that  in  snch  case  the  work  shall 
be  particularly  described,  the  act  does  specifically  provide  that 
"♦/  less  than  the  whole  work  is  advertised  (which  is  the  case 
here),  then  the  portion  so  advertised  must  be  particularly  de- 
scribed in  such  notice."  It  will  be  observed  that  the  statute 
requires  that  the  notice  shall  set  forth  that  the  plans  and  spec- 
ifications can  be  seen  at  the  office  of  the  board,  ^'and  that  the 
board  will  receive  sealed  proposals  therefor,  and  that  the 
contract  will  be  let  to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  .  .  .  and 
thereafter  the  board  shall  let  said  work."  Glearly,  the  act 
contemplates  that  the  work  '^  particularly  described  in  such 
notice*'  must  agree  substantially  with  the  work  described  in 
the  plans  and  specifications  and  must  relate  to  the  same  work, 
otherwise  the  bidders  might  be  misled  to  their  disadvantage 
by  reason  of  doubts  as  to  which  of  the  two  descriptions  of 
the  work  should  be  followed. 

Whether  there  be  uncertainty  in  the  specifications  as  to  the 
substantial  terms  of  the  proposed  contract  or  a  substantial 
variance  as  to  such  terms  between  the  notice  to  bidders  and 
the  plans  and  specifications,  the  result  would  be  the  same, 
as  is  set  forth  in  Packard  v.  Hayes,  94  Md.  233,  [51  Atl.  M], 
where  the  court  said: 

''Necessarily,  then,  all  the  essentials  that  the  municipality 
designs  that  the  contract  proposed  to  be  made  shall  contain 
is  to  be  determined  before  proposals  are  invited,  and  are  to 
be  placed  before  the  bidder  as  the  basis  of  his  bid ;  otherwise 
there  would  be  no  standard  by  which  bidding  could  be  made 
with  the  definiteness  and  precision  which  would  leave  nothing 
to  be  done  except  to  ascertain  the  lowest  bid.  And  it  may 
be  said  there  could  be  no  effective  competition  in  bidding, 
which  it  was  the  evident  design  of  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  we  are  considering  to  secure.  That  proposals  for 
contracts  under  these  provisions  should  be  made  by  bidders 
with  knowledge  of  and  with  reference  to  all  the  essential 
elements  of  the  contract  into  which  they  are  invited  to  enter 
is  enforced  by  other  considerations. 

"The  object  of  the  provisions  of  the  municipal  charter  we 
are  considering  is  to  prevent  favoritism  and  extravagance  in 
the  making  of  municipal  contracts.  The  effect  of  those  pro- 
visions to  produce  the  result  intended  would  be  greatly  im- 
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paired,  and  the  purpose  of  them  might  be  entirely  defeated, 
if  the  method  of  awarding  contracts  under  them  which  was 
pursued  in  this  ease  could  be  sustained.  The  absence  of 
any  definite  and  precise  basis  for  competition  among  the 
bidders,  the  allowing  of  each  bidder  to  submit  his  own  inde- 
pendent proposition  as  to  what  would  form  an  important 
element  of  the  contract,  and  the  reservation  of  a  discretion 
to  be  exercised  by  a  municipal  authority  as  to  an  essential 
of  the  contract  after  bids  had  been  submitted,  make  the  con- 
tract here  the  subject  of  controversy  violative  of  the  intent 
and  purpose  of  the  provisions  of  law  in  question,  as  well  as 
of  the  essential  character  of  competitive  bidding.''  (See, 
also,  Fane$  Bros.  Hardware  Co.  v.  Erb,  54  Ark.  645,  [17  S. 
W.  7].) 

In  Fone$  Bros.  Hardware  Co.  v.  Erh,  the  court  stated  cer- 
tain principles  deemed  to  be  indispensable  to  competitive  bid* 
ding:  1.  An  offering  to  the  public;  2.  Opportunity  for  com- 
petition; 3.  Basis  for  exact  comparison  of  bids,  i.  e.,  ''bidding 
for  the  same  particular  thing  to  be  done  according  to  the 
same  specifications.'' 

It  is  immaterial  that  fraud  be  shown.  It  is  tiie  opportunity 
for  fraud  or  favoritism  that  is  forbidden.  {Bolton  v.  OU- 
leran,  105  Gal.  244,  252,  [45  Am.  St  Bep.  33,  38  Pac.  881].) 

What,  then,  do  the  facts  showt  The  notice  reads:  ''Said 
work  is  particularly  described  as  follows:  The  construction 
of  the  drops,  headgates,  bridges  and  railroad  crossings  .  •  • 
according  to  the  plans  aforesaid."  The  plans  and  specifica^ 
tions  included  "flumes,"  "trestles"  and  "chutes"  not  men- 
tioned in  the  notice.  The  notice  called  for  certain  railroad 
crossings,  but  the  plans  showed  no  such  crossings.  As  to  these 
crossings,  it  is  explained  that  after  the  notice  was  published 
and  before  the  bids  were  submitted  the  bidders  were  told  not 
to  include  the  railroad  crossings  in  their  bids,  and  plainti& 
did  not,  in  fact,  include  them  in  their  bid,  although  one 
bidder  did  include  them  in  his  offer.  The  notice  speaks  of 
concrete  and  syphon  pipe,  no  details  of  which  are  mentioned 
in  the  specifications,  nor  did  the  form  of  bid  furnished  by 
defendants  provide  for  them,  although  one  of  the  bidders  in- 
cluded these  items  in  his  bid.  The  drops  were  the  most  ex- 
pensive part  of  tile  work,  but  the  plans  showed  only  what 
was  called  a  "typical  drop."  This  showed  the  manner  of 
construction,  but  gave  no  suggestion  as  to  the  amount  of  ex- 
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cavation  in  the  seventy-three  required  or  of  the  nature  of 
the  land  or  its  contour  where  the  drops  were  to  be  placed. 
There  was  a  profile  of  the  work,  but  it  was  not  referred  to 
in  the  notice  as  part  of  the  plans  and  was  not  furnished  with 
the  "set"  furnished  for  plaintiffs'  examination.  Attention 
is  called  also  to  the  omission  in  the  notice  to  state  any  time 
within  which  the  work  was  to  be  performed.  The  notice  read 
**at  the  time  to  be  specified."  The  specifications  required 
the  successful  bidder  to  execute  the  contract  within  ten  days 
from  acceptance  of  his  proposal  and  called  for  prompt  and 
vigorous  work  to  **the  time  fixed  for  the  completion  of  the 
contract,"  subject  to  certain  penalties,  but  nowhere  is  this 
time  stated.  Apparently  the  time  of  completion  was  left  en- 
tirely discretionary  with  defendants,  and  might  have  been 
so  fixed  as  to  greatly  increase  the  bidders'  burdens.  It  has 
been  held  that  the  time  for  completing  the  work  should  have 
been  stated  in  the  notice.  {Kne eland  v.  Furlong,  20  Wis. 
437;  Manley  B.  Co.  v.  Newton,  114  Ga.  245,  [40  S.  E.  277].) 
It  was  not  stated  either  in  the  notice  or  plans. 

The  notice  stated  that  the  bids  should  specify  the  price  of 
certain  materials,  to  wit,  concrete  and  syphon  pipe,  all  in 
place,  but  the  form  of  bid  furnished  by  defendants,  as  al- 
ready noticed,  omitted  mention  of  these  materials,  from  which 
it  appears  that  the  bids  were  not  permitted  to  include  the 
work  advertised  for.  Andrews  v.  Board,  7  Idaho,  453,  [63 
Pac.  593],  is  cited,  where  the  court  held  that  where  proposals 
for  a  two-span,  five  hundred -foot  bridge  were  called  for  and 
a  three-span  bridge,  less  than  five  hundred  feet  long,  was  let 
under  the  call,  the  bidding  was  not  competitive.  The  bid 
admittedly  refers  to  the  notice  as  well  as  to  the  plans  and  is 
an  ofEer  to  construct  all  the  work  advertised,  including,  as 
we  have  seen,  work  which  was  omitted  from  the  plans.  To 
say  the  least  of  these  provisions,  it  is  scarcely  possible  to 
determine  whether  the  contract  should  be  confined  to  the 
work  mentioned  in  the  notice,  or  the  proposals  or  the  plans. 
(Packard  v.  Hayes,  94  Md.  233,  [51  AtL  32,  34].) 

Attention  is  also  invited  to  certain  uncertainties  in  the 
specifications.  Some  principles  governing  in  such  case  have 
idready  been  adverted  to.  There  being  no  time  fixed  for  com- 
pletion of  the  work  opened  a  wide  door  for  favoritism  and 
precluded  the  probability,  if  not  the  possibility,  of  a  letting 
to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder.    It  is  irreconcilable  with  fair 
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dealing  to  leave  it  in  the  power  of  defendants  to  fix  a  time 
different  for  a  favored  bidder  from  that  fixed  for  one  not 
favored,  which  might  be  done  in  advance  of  the  bidding.  It 
is  no  answer,  as  appellants  contend,  that  we  must  not  pre- 
sume that  the  officers  of  the  district  will  violate  law.  It  is 
not  a  question  of  presumption  of  official  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity, but  a  question  of  opportunity  to  do  wrong  that  the 
law  guards  against.  {Bolton  v.  GUleran,  105  CaL  244,  [45 
Am.  St.  Bep.  33,  38  Pac.  881].) 

Turning  to  specifications  numbered  16  and  17,  we  find  an 
irreconcilable  conflict.  In  16,  provision  is  made  for  a  change 
of  work  from  that  described  in  the  specifications,  but  ''no 
material  change  shall  be  made  unless  first  agreed  on  in  writ- 
ing by  the  board  and  contractors."  In  17,  the  unqualified 
right  is  retained  in  the  district  ''to  change  at  any  time  during 
the  progress  of  the  work,  the  alignment,  grades  and  width  of 
the  canal  or  any  part  thereof,  and  also  the  limits  of  all  sec- 
tions; or  alter  the  character,  vary  the  dimensions  or  change 
of  location  of  structures,  or  substitute  one  kind  of  work  or 
material  for  another  (and  many  other  like  powers)  •  •  • 
without  the  contract  price  being  thereby  affected  unless  the 
aggregate  value  of  all  work  contemplated  by  the  contract  be 
changed  fully  twenty  (20)  per  cent,  in  which  case  a  fair 
allowance  either  to  the  district  or  contractor  shall  be  made 
(not  by  the  district  but)  by  the  engineer."  The  contractor, 
however,  may  "throw  up  said  contract,"  and  the  district 
"may  settle  with  the  contractor  on  the  measure  of  damages 
he  may  suffer."  Probably  these  contradictory  provisions 
crept  in  through  an  inadvertent  commingling  of  the  form  of 
specifications  for  the  entire  work  with  specifications  for  a 
part  of  the  whole  work.  However  this  may  be,  the  provisions 
stand  unexplained,  under  which  it  is  hard  to  conceive  how  a 
bidder  could  safely  enter  into  a  contract. 

It  is  also  provided  in  the  specifications  that  "bidders  may 
also  submit  their  own  plans  and  specifications  for  the  whole 
or  any  portion  thereof,"  etc.  This  provision  probably  came 
from  the  form  to  be  used  where  the  whole  work  under  a 
general  plan,  or  some  part  of  it,  was  to  be  bid  for,  but  it  is 
used  here  and  is  not  explained.  In  the  case  of  Ertle  v.  Leary, 
114  Cal.  238,  [46  Pac.  1],  it  was  held  that  where  the  law 
required  the  contract  to  be  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  upon 
plans  previously  adopted  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  there 
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is  no  authority  to  let  a  contract  upon  plans  to  be  submitted 
by  the  bidders,  thereby  preventing  competition  in  the  bid- 
ding and  giving  the  board  an  opportunity  for  favoritism. 

In  the  specifications  for  '* drops"  the  right  was  reserved 
to  the  engineer  *'to  modify  or  change  the  detail  of  construc- 
tion." Like  reservation  was  provided  as  to  headgates  ''and 
no  extra  expense  allowed  for  the  same."  {Bolton  v.  OUleran, 
105  CaL  244,  [45  Am.  St  Rep.  33,  38  Pac.  881] ;  Ferine  Co. 
V.  Pasadena,  116  Cal.  6,  [47  Pac.  777] ;  Chase  v.  Scheerer,  136 
CaL  248,  [68  Pac.  768] ;  Packard  v.  Hayes,  94  Md.  233,  [51 
Atl.  34].) 

In  view  of  the  foregoing  facts,  we  think  the  conclusion  of 
law  arrived  at  by  the  trial  court  was  correct.  The  judgment 
and  order  are  afSrmed. 

Burnett^  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Grim.  No.  853.    First  AppeUate  Distriet.— March  28,  1907.] 

RALPH  A.  HUNTINGTON,  Petitioner,  v.  SUPERIOR 
COURT  OF  THE  CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  SAN 
FRANCISCO  and  WILLIAM  P.  LAWLOR,  Judge, 
Respondents. 

GuioNAL  Law — Chaboi  ov  Mubdebt— Issui  as  to  Death  vbom  Abor- 
tion— EBBOB    m    INSTBUCTION — CONVICTION     OF     MANSLAUOHTEBn- 

Nxw  Tbial. — ^Where  a  defendant  charged  with  murder  was  tried 
for  the  crime  of  death  caused  by  abortion,  and  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter, under  an  improper  instruction  on  that  question,  for 
which  error  the  cause  was  remanded  for  a  new  trial  by  the  su- 
preme court,  the  conviction  for  manslaughter,  though  held  erroneous, 
was  an  acquittal  of  the  charge  of  murder,  and  the  new  trial  must 
be  limited  to  the  charge  of  manslaughter. 

Id. — ^Pbohibition  AoAn^ST  Second  Tbial  iob  Mubdebt— Limitation  of 
Penalty. — ^The  writ  of  prohibition  will  lie  to  prevent  a  second  trial 
upon  the  charge  of  murder  caused  by  abortion,  notwithstanding  a 
proposed  limitation  of  the  penalty  to  manslaughter. 

Id. — ^Limitation  or  Evidence. — ^The  charge  of  manslaughter  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  charge  of  death  procured  by  abortion,  and  cannot 
be  proved  by  evidence  of  that  offense.  It  can  only  be  proved  by 
evidence  of  facts  included  in  the  legal  definition  of  manslaughter. 
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WRIT  OP  PROHIBITION  to  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  William  P.  Lawlor, 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Peter  P.  Dunne,  and  Robert  Perral,  for  Petitioner. 

John  O'Gara,  Deputy  District  Attorney,  for  Respondents. 

COOPER,  P.  J.— This  is  an  application  for  a  writ  of  pro- 
hibition to  the  superior  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  San 
Francisco  and  Hon.  William  P.  Lawlor,  judge  thereof,  for 
the  purpose  of  prohibiting  the  said  superior  court  from  pro- 
ceeding with  the  trial  of  petitioner  for  the  crime  of  murder. 
The  facts  as  stated  in  the  petition,  and  which  must  be  taken 
as  true  for  the  purposes  of  this  case,  are  substantially  as 
f oUows : 

In  December,  1900,  an  information  was  filed  in  said  superior 
court  charging  petitioner  v^th  the  crime  of  murder,  in  having 
feloniously  killed  one  Jennie  McEown  with  malice  afore- 
thought on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  1900.  The 
defendant  was  tried  before  a  jury  in  said  superior  court,  and 
the  trial  resulted  in  a  verdict  finding  petitioner  guilty  of 
manslaughter,  upon  which  judgment  was  accordingly  en- 
tered, and  the  defendant  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  in 
the  state  prison  at  San  Quentin  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 
Thereafter  the  case  was  appealed  to  the  supreme  court,  and 
on  the  third  day  of  January,  1903,  that  court  rendered  its 
decision  reversing  the  case,  and  remanding  it  to  the  superior 
court  for  a  new  trial.  {People  v.  Huntington,  138  Cal.  261, 
[70  Pac.  284].)  In  the  opinion  in  said  case  the  court  said: 
**The  opening  statement  of  the  district  attorney  to  the  jury 
was  that  the  deceased  was  pregnant,  and  that  appellant,  while 
knowingly  and  intentionally  attempting  to  produce  an  abor- 
tion, caused  her  death.  Counsel  for  the  appellant,  in  his 
opening  statement,  denied  that  appellant  knew  deceased  was 
pregnant,  or  had  any  intent  to  produce  abortion,  but  was 
treating  her  for  supposed  disease,  and  that  she  died  under 
a  surgical  operation,  probably  from  the  effect  of  an  anesthetic 
which  had  been  administered.  The  issue  thus  presented  was 
the  only  one  suggested  at  the  trial,  and  the  evidence  intro- 
6  GaL  App.~19 
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duced  was  to  the  one  or  the  other  side  of  that  issue — ^the  only 
contention  of  the  prosecution  being  that  death  occurred  while 
defendant  was  trying  to  produce  the  abortion.  .  .  .  Under 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  at  bar  there  should  have  been 
no  instruction  on  the  subject  of  manslaughter.  The  only 
question  legitimately  before  the  jury  was  whether  the  ap- 
pellant had  caused  death  while  attempting  to  produce  abor- 
tion. If  that  was  the  fact  he  was  guilty  of  murder,  and  there 
was  no  element  of  manslaughter  present ;  but  the  jury,  under 
the  instruction,  found  him  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  he 
was  therefore  tried  for  one  crime,  and  convicted  of  an  entirely 
different  crime.*'  The  remittitur  duly  issued  from  the  su- 
preme court,  and  was  filed  in  the  superior  court  and  spread 
upon  its  minutes.  Thereupon,  in  the  regular  course  of  pro- 
ceedings, said  cause  was  set  for  trial  for  Monday,  the  fourth 
day  of  March,  1907,  in  said  department  No.  11  of  the  superior 
court,  before  the  Hon.  William  P.  Lawlor.  Upon  calling  the 
case  for  the  second  trial  in  the  superior  court  the  district 
attorney  answered  that  he  was  ready  to  proceed  with  the 
trial,  and  then  and  there  stated  and  announced  that  he  would 
proceed  under  the  information  and  try  the  defendant  upon 
the  charge  of  murder  in  the  second  degree;  and  upon  his 
theory  being  so  announced,  and  upon  objection  being  made 
by  the  defendant,  the  court  then  and  there  announced,  ruled 
and  determined  that  the  former  verdict  of  the  jury  in  this 
case  did  not  curtail  the  power  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  to  subject  petitioner  to  a  second  trial  upon  the  informa- 
tion for  murder  in  the  second  degree,  the  court  holding  that 
the  effect  of  the  former  verdict  was  limited  to  the  penalty 
only,  and  that  the  defendant  could  be  tried  for  murder  in 
the  second  degree,  but,  if  convicted,  could  only  be  sentenced 
for  the  crime  of  manslaughter.  The  petition  further  states 
that  the  said  Hon.  William  P.  Lawlor  ''announced,  ruled  and 
determined  that  this  petitioner  would  and  should  be  pro- 
ceeded against  on  his  said  second  trial  under  said  information 
for  the  crime  of  murder  by  abortion  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
evidence  of  his  guilt  thereof  would  be  admitted  by  this  court ; 
the  jury  would  be  instructed  that  the  issue  as  to  his  guilt  or 
innocence  of  said  murder  by  abortion  as  aforesaid  was  triable 
and  determinable  by  them ;  that  in  the  event  that  they  should 
determine  him  to  have  been  guilty  of  said  offense  it  would 
be  their  duty,  by  force  of  the  former  verdict  in  this  case,  to 
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return  a  verdict  of  guilty  of  manslaughter."  It  is  further 
alleged  in  the  petition  that,  by  reason  of  the  former  verdict 
and  judgment  in  this  case,  the  defendant  has  heen  acquitted 
of  the  crime  of  murder  either  in  the  first  degree  or  in  the 
second  degree,  and  that  the  court  will  exceed  its  jurisdiction 
and  power  in  proceeding  against  this  defendant,  and  trying 
him  for  the  crime  of  murder. 

To  the  above  petition  the  district  attorney,  on  behalf  of  the 
respondents,  has  filed  a  demurrer,  alleging  that  the  petition 
does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  any  ground  for 
the  issuance  of  the  writ,  and  that  it  does  not  show  want  of 
jurisdiction,  or  excess  of  jurisdiction,  in  the  superior  court, 
and  therefore  the  writ  should  not  issue. 

While  the  case  is  thus  presented  upon  the  demurrer  to  the 
petition,  it  is  evidently  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  have 
the  gist  of  the  matter  determined  on  the  demurrer. 

The  theory  of  the  prosecution  in  the  former  trial  was  that 
defendant  was  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree  by 
causing  the  death  of  deceased  while  he  was  feloniously  per- 
forming the  operation  of  abortion  upon  a  pregnant  woman. 
The  effect  of  the  former  verdict  of  manslaughter  was  to  acquit 
the  defendant  of  the  crime  of  murder.  {People  v.  CHlmore, 
4  Cal.  376,  [60  Am.  Dec.  620] ;  People  v.  Backus,  5  Cal.  275; 
People  V.  Apgar,  35  Cal.  391 ;  People  v.  Smith,  134  Cal.  454, 
[66  Pac  669].)  We  are  therefore  confronted  with  the 
proposition  as  to  whether  or  not  the  superior  court  has  juris- 
diction to  try  the  defendant  for  a  crime  of  which  he  has  been 
acquitted  in  that  court  and  in  the  same  proceeding.  We 
apprehend  that  if  the  crimes  included  in  the  information  in 
this  case  had  been  charged  separately — ^that  if  the  law  re- 
quired it,  and  there  had  been  three  informations  filed  against 
defendant — one  charging  him  with  murder  in  the  first  degree, 
one  with  murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  one  with  man- 
slaughter, the  matter  would  not  be  contested  by  the  district 
attorney.  Or  if  defendant  had  been  charged  in  three  several 
counts  in  one  information,  with  murder  in  the  first  degree, 
murder  in  the  second  degree  and  manslaughter,  and  had  been 
acquitted  on  the  counts  charging  murder,  and  convicted  on 
the  count  charging  manslaughter,  and  a  new  trial  granted, 
that  no  lawyer  would  contend  that  he  could  be  again  tried 
except  on  the  charge  of  manslaughter.  If  the  information 
cliarged  manslaughter  only,  the  court  would  hctve  no  power 
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to  try  defendant  for  any  other  or  different  crime,  whether  it 
be  murder,  arson,  larceny  or  any  other  crime  mentioned  in 
the  Penal  Code.  It  is  conceded  that  defendant  cannot  be 
convicted  of  any  other  crime  than  manslaughter  under  the 
law  in  the  present  status  of  the  case.  If  he  cannot  be  con- 
victed of  any  other  crime  than  manslaughter,  he  should  not 
be  tried  for  any  other  crime.  Evidence  should  not  be  received 
of  any  other  crime  than  the  one  under  investigation.  It  is 
an  old  rule  that  the  evidence  should  be  confined  to  the  point 
in  issue.  A  man  should  not  be  tried  for  one  crime  and  found 
guilty  of  another  and  different  crime,  unless  the  different 
crime  is  included  in  the  charge  for  which  he  is  being  legally 
tried.  Now,  in  the  charge  of  murder  is  included  the  lesser 
offense  of  manslaughter;  and  in  a  proper  case,  where  the 
defendant  is  being  tried  for  the  crime  of  murder,  a  jury  may 
find  the  lesser  offense  of  manslaughter;  but  it  does  not  follow 
that  a  defendant  can  be  tried  for  the  same  murder  of  which 
he  has  been  acquitted.  The  lesser  offense  is  included  in  the 
greater,  and  may  be  by  the  jury  carved  out  of  the  greater 
where  the  trial  is  legally  conducted  and  for  the  greater 
offense;  but  we  know  of  no  case  in  which  it  has  been  held 
that  the  court  could  proceed  to  try  a  defendant  for  an  offense 
of  which  he  has  been  acquitted.  If  the  contention  of  the 
respondents  is  correct,  the  evidence  in  this  case  might  be 
such  as  to  show  beyond  doubt  that  defendant  is  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree,  of  which  he  has  been  acquitted, 
and  that  he  is  not  guilty  of  manslaughter,  but  yet  the  jury 
may  be  told  that  they  can  find  him  guilty  of  manslaughter. 
He  may  be  convicted  of  a  crime  which  the  evidence  shows 
he  did  not  commit,  for  the  reason  that  the  evidence  shows 
he  did  commit  another  crime  of  which  he  has  been  acquitted. 
Such  is  not  the  law.  In  People  v.  Apgar,  35  Cal.  391,  in  which 
the  supreme  court  were  discussing  the  question  as  to  the  con- 
viction of  a  lesser  offense  being  an  acquittal  of  a  higher  one, 
the  court  said:  "Upon  the  principle  of  these  cases  the  de- 
fendant is  acquitted  of  the  higher  offense  charged,  and  can- 
not  be  again  tried  for  it,  so  that  the  case  as  to  that  offense 
is  wholly  ended.  He  was  only  convicted  of  the  lower  offense 
embraced  in  the  indictment,  and  if  the  judgment  were  re- 
versed he  could  only  be  tried  for  that  offense.** 

In  the  case  of  People  v.  Bennett,  114  Cal.  56,  [45  Paa 
1013],  which  is  relied  upon  by  the  respondents^  the  ohief 
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justice  filed  a  dissenting  opinion,  in  which  the  authorities 
are  very  fully  and  logically  reviewed,  and  to  which  attention 
is  called.  The  dissenting  opinion  is  not  reported  in  the  Cali- 
fornia Beports,  but  is  found  in  the  50th  Pacific  Reporter, 
page  704.  The  chief  justice,  in  discussing  the  question  that 
a  defendant,  having  been  convicted  of  an  assault  with  a  deadly 
weapon,  could  not  upon  a  new  trial  be  tried  for  the  higher 
offense  of  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder,  said:  ''As 
an  original  proposition  it  would  seem  to  be  beyond  dispute 
that  a  Court  of  Becord  and  of  superior  jurisdiction  ought  to 
be  held  to  know  what  the  issue  is  which  it  has  impaneled  a 
jury  to  try,  and  that  it  is  its  duty  to  confine  the  trial  to  that 
issue.  The  only  authority  for  a  new  trial  is  the  order  made 
in  that  very  case  for  a  new  triaL  When  that  order  is  limited, 
either  in  terms  or  in  legal  effect,  to  one  issue  it  seems  absurd 
to  say  that  the  Court  must  shut  its  eyes  to  its  own  order, 
and  open  the  case  for  trial  upon  all  the  issues.  If  this  view 
is  correct — ^as  I  shall  show  that  it  is  both  upon  principle  and 
authority — ^it  follows  that  there  was  not  upon  the  second  trial 
of  this  defendant  any  question  of  former  jeopardy  involved. 
He  was  only  on  trial  for  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon.  The 
charge  of  assault  for  murder,  of  which  he  had  been  acquitted, 
was  out  of  the  case  as  much  as  if  it  never  had  been  in  the 
indictment,  and  so  the  jury  should  have  been  instructed. 
.  .  .  '*  And  in  commenting  upon  People  v.  QUmore,  4  CaL 
376,  [60  Am.  Dec.  620],  the  chief  justice  said:  ''An  examina- 
tion of  the  whole  opinion  and  of  the  authorities  cited  in  sup- 
port of  the  conclusion  reached  shows  that  the  language  in 
which  the  questions  for  decision  were  stated  was  carefully 
and  advisedly  chosen ;  that  the  point  decided  was  not  that  the 
plea  of  former  acquittal  should  be  accepted,  and  evidence 
allowed  to  go  to  the  jury  in  support  of  it  at  the  new  trial 
which  was  ordered,  but  that  the  new  trial  must  be  confined 
to  the  charge  of  manslaughter.''  And  the  learned  chief  jus- 
tice in  conclusion  states:  "And  from  it  are  deduced  the  effect 
and  consequence  of  an  order  for  a  new  trial  in  such  case. 
viz. :  that  such  order  extends  only  to  so  much  of  the  issue  as 
is  embraced  in  the  charge  of  which  there  was  a  conviction.'* 
While  the  dissenting  opinion  of  the  chief  justice  in  the 
Bennett  ease  did  not  become  the  law  of  that  case,  the  views 
and  reasoning  were  afterward  adopted,  and  becai.ie  the  law 
in  People  v.  Smith,  134  CaL  454,  [66  Pac.  669],  where  the 
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opinion  was  delivered  by  the  chief  justice,  and  it  was  held 
that  where  defendant  was  charged  with  murder  and  con- 
victed of  manslaughter  he  was  thereby  acquitted  of  the 
crime  of  murder,  and  upon  the  conviction  of  manslaughter 
being  reversed,  he  could  only  on  the  second  trial  be  tried 
upon  the  charge  of  manslaughter,  and  was  only  entitled  to 
ten  peremptory  challenges,  and  not  to  twenty,  which  he  would 
have  been  allowed  in  a  trial  where  the  charge  was  murder. 
Attention  is  called  to  the  many  cases  cited  in  this  later  opinion, 
and  to  the  language  of  the  chief  justice,  in  which  he  said: 
"The  information  had,  as  above  stated,  originally  charged 
the  crime  of  murder,  which  of  course  included  a  charge  of 
the  lesser  grade  of  homicide — ^manslaughter.  But  the  verdict 
and  judgment  convicting  the  defendant  of  manslaughter  was 
in  legal  effect  an  acquittal  of  the  crime  of  murder,  and  elim- 
inated that  part  of  the  charge  from  the  information,  leaving 
only  the  accusation  of  manslaughter  pending;  and  when  a 
new  trial  was  ordered  by  this  Court  it  was  only  a  new  trial 
of  the  pending  issue  that  was  intended,  and  its  only  effect 
was  to  subject  the  defendant  to  a  new  trial  on  the  charge  of 
manslaughter.'* 

If  the  law  as  stated  by  the  court,  speaking  through  the  chief 
justice,  is  correct,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  upon  what  theory 
a  defendant  can  be  tried  for  a  crime  which  has  been  eliminated 
from  the  information. 

Reliance  is  placed  upon  the  later  case  of  People  ▼.  McFar- 
land,  138  Cal.  481,  [71  Pac.  568,  72  Pac.  48],  in  which  the 
opinion  was  delivered  by  Mr.  Commissioner  Chipman.  There 
are  some  expressions  in  that  opinion  that,  taken  by  themselves, 
are  in  conflict  with  what  has  here  been  said;  but  it  will  be 
noted  in  that  case  that  the  opinion  commences  by  stating  that 
the  defendant  pleaded  '*Not  guilty,"  a  former  acquittal  of 
the  offense  of  murder,  and  also  that  he  had  been  once  in 
jeopardy.  The  opinion  further  states  that  the  circumstances 
show  a  conflict  as  to  who  was  the  aggressor,  and  the  facts 
are  divergent  as  to  whether  the  deceased  or  the  defendant 
fired  the  first  shot.  In  such  case  it  is  very  clear  that  the 
facts  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  homicide  would 
have  to  be  given  in  evidence,  whether  the  defendant  was 
charged  with  murder  or  manslaughter,  which  plainly  dia* 
tinguishes  the  case  from  the  case  at  bar. 
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In  the  case  at  bar  the  defendant,  as  stated  in  PeopU  v. 
Huntington,  138  Cal.  261,  [70  Pac.  284],  which  has  become 
the  law  of  this  case,  is  charged  with  murder  by  reason  of 
causing  death  while  attempting  to  commit  a  felony,  to  wit, 
an  abortion.  We  think  that  causing  death  in  such  manner 
would  not  come  within  the  definition  of  manslaughter  as  con- 
tained  in  the  Penal  Code,  section  192.  Manslaughter  is  there 
defined  to  be  the  unlawful  killing  of  a  human  being  without 
malice,  and  is  divided  into  two  kinds :  First,  voluntary,  upon 
a  sudden  quarrel  or  heat  of  passion ;  second,  involuntary,  in 
the  commission  of  an  unlawful  act  not  amounting  to  felony; 
or  in  the  commission  of  a  lawful  act  which  might  produce 
death  in  an  unlawful  manner,  or  without  due  care  and  eir« 
cumspection.  As  the  charge  of  murder  in  the  second  degree 
includes  that  of  death  caused  by  a  defendant  while  commit- 
ting or  attempting  to  commit  a  felony,  it  does  not  necessarily 
include  death  caused  in  the  commission  of  an  unlawful  act 
not  amounting  to  a  felony,  or  in  the  commission  of  a  lawful 
act  in  an  unlawful  manner  without  due  care  or  circumspec- 
tion, or  inflicted  in  a  sudden  quarrel  or  heat  of  passion.  It 
was  accordingly  held  in  People  v.  Balkwell,  143  Cal.  259, 
[76  Pac.  1017],  that  the  lower  court  in  the  trial  of  the  case — 
which  was  a  charge  of  murder  claimed  to  have  been  committed 
in  performing  an  abortion,  did  not  err  in  refusing  to  give  an 
instruction  to  the  effect  that  the  jury  could  convict  of  man- 
slaughter. The  court,  by  holding  the  refusal  of  the  instruc- 
tion not  to  be  error,  in  effect  held  that  manslaughter  was  not 
included  in  the  charge  under  consideration. 

It  is  contended  that  the  writ  of  prohibition  will  not  lie  be- 
cause the  superior  court  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Fran- 
cisco has  jurisdiction  to  try  the  defendant  for  the  crime 
charged  in  the  information.  This  is  true  as  to  the  crime  of 
manslaughter  which  is  now  charged  in  the  information.  As 
to  that  charge,  and  the  evidence  and  the  rulings  to  be  made 
by  the  court,  we  cannot  and  will  not  interfere  by  the  writ  of 
prohibition;  but  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  try  the  de- 
fendant for  any  other  or  different  crime  than  that  of  man- 
slaughter. In  Hayne  v.  Justice's  Court,  82  Cal.  284,  [23  Pac. 
125],  it  was  held  that  a  writ  of  prohibition  would  lie  to 
prevent  the  justice's  court  from  proceeding  to  the  trial  of 
a  cause  against  the  express  prohibition  of  a  statute.  The 
jnstice't  oourt  in  that  case  had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  and 
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the  subject  matter;  but  the  statute  provided  that  an  order 
of  adjudication  in  insolvency  should  stay  proceedings  in  all 
actions  pending  in  the  justice's  court.  The  court  held  that 
the  prohibition  of  the  statute  extended  to  the  justice's  court, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  it  had  jurisdiction  of  the  per- 
son and  of  the  cause  of  action.  The  court  said,  in  speaking 
of  the  statute:  ^^This  is  a  plain  and  direct  prohibition  against 
any  further  proceedings  in  the  justice's  court."  Equally 
mandatory  is  the  language  in  People  v.  Smith,  that  the  ''only 
effect  was  to  subject  the  defendant  to  a  new  trial  on  the  charge 
of  manslaughter."  In  North  Bloomfield  O.  if.  Co.  v.  Keyser, 
58  Cal.  315,  it  was  held  that  the  writ  of  prohibition  would  lie 
to  restrain  a  judge  from  proceeding  in  an  action  in  which  he 
is  disqualified  by  reason  of  interest,  although  the  court  over 
which  he  presided  had  jurisdiction  of  the  cause.  The  case 
was  decided  upon  the  theory  that  the  judge,  by  reason  of  his 
interest,  was  prohibited  by  the  statute  from  trying  the  case. 

By  analogy  we  conclude  that  the  superior  court  is  pro- 
hibited by  reason  of  the  law  from  trying  the  defendant  for 
any  other  offense  than  that  of  manslaughter.  It  follows  that 
the  demurrer  to  the  petition  must  be  overruled,  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

The  respondents  will  be  allowed  ten  days  in  which  to  show 
cause  by  answer  why  the  writ  should  not  be  made  peremptory, 
and  in  default  of  such  answer  on  the  part  of  the  respondents 
the  writ  to  become  absolute. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[CiT.  No.  832.    Second  Appellate  DiBtrlei— March  29,  1907.] 

JESSE    ENIOHT,    Trustee,    Respondent,    ▼.    EMILIB    Q. 
COHEN  and  WILLIAM  COHEN,  Appdlanta. 

iKJTTNOnON — l^BXlAUnfARY   OUDXB— PllBPOSl — ^MKUTS   NOT   IMVOLVXD. — 

A  preliminarj  injunction  ia  granted  before  a  hearing  on  the  merits 
has  been  had,  and  its  purpose  and  sole  object  is  to  preserve  the 
■abject  in  controversy  in  its  then  existing  condition,  and,  without 
determining  any  question  of  right,  merely  to  prevent  a  farther 
perpetration  of  wrong  or  the  doing  of  any  act  whereby  ths  right 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Mareh,  1907.]  Kniqht  v.  Cobxn.  297 

in  eontroveny  maj  be  materiallj  injured  or  endangered  until  a  fuQ 
and  deliberate  investigation  of  the  case  is  afforded  to  the  party. 
Cases  are  not  tried  on  their  merits  on  pleadings  and  affidavits. 

Id. — Ck>NTROVXBTBD   BiGHT  AS   TO   PiPB-LINK— DeSTEUCTION   OF   BiGHT— 

BisoBxnoN. — Where  the  defendant  admits  the  existence  of  a  pipe- 
line used  hy  plaintiff  as  a  trustee  for  other  owners  of  lands  ir- 
ligated  thereby,  to  be  used  bj  plaintiff  on  his  own  lands  and  those 
of  other  beneficiaries  in  trust  for  irrigation  and  domestic  use,  and 
the  plaintiff  asserts  a  user  adverse  to  defendant  for  mere  than 
six  jearsi  and  defendant  claims  that  it  existed  under  her  license, 
which  has  been  revoked,  for  the  court  to  have  allowed  the  destruction 
of  the  rights  claimed  by  plaintiff  preliminazy  to  a  hearing  on  the 
merits  by  regular  trial  in  court  would  have  been  an  abuse  of  die- 
cretion. 

Id.— AppEAir— Bestr^ning  ORDEifr— Mergxe  in  Pbsuminabt  Injunc- 
Ti0N.~-It  seems  that  an  appeal  will  not  lie  from  an  order  denying 
a  motion  to  dissolve  a  restraining  order,  or  from  an  order  denying 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  same.  Upon  the  hearing  of  the  order 
to  show  cause  why  a  preliminary  injunction  should  not  be  granted, 
the  restraining  order  falls  with  a  denial  of  the  injunction!  and  is 
merged  in  it  if  granted. 

APPEAL  from  orders  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  An- 
geles County  denying  defendants'  motions  to  dissolve  a  tem- 
porary restraining  order,  and  to  discharge  said  restraining 
order  denying  defendants'  motion  for  an  injunction  pendente 
lite,  and  granting  plaintiff  a  preliminary  injunction  pendente 
lite.    W.  P.  James^  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  J.  Scrivner,  Alfred  H.  Cohen,  and  Lawler,  Allen  &  Van 
Dyke,  for  Appellants. 

Munson  &  Barclay,  W.  S.  Wright,  and  Anderson  &  Ander- 
son, for  Respondent 

TAGGART,  J. — ^An  appeal  from  four  orders  relating  to 
applications  for  provisional  injunctions  made  by  both  plaintiff 
and  defendants,  to  wit:  1.  From  an  order  denying  defend- 
ants' motion  to  dissolve  a  temporary  restraining  order  issued 
on  plaintiff's  ex  parte  application;  2,  From  an  order  denying 
defendants'  motion  to  discharge  said  restraining  order;  3. 
From  an  order  denying  defendants'  application  for  an  in- 
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junction  pendente  lite;  and  4.  From  an  order  granting  plain- 
tiff a  preliminary  injunction  pendente  lite. 

Plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  certain  lands  lying  in  Snover 
canyon,  immediately  above  and  adjoining  certain  lands  owned 
or  claimed  by  defendants.  In  his  verified  complaint  plaintiff 
alleges  that  he  is  the  owner  of  and  holds  in  trust  for  certain 
persons  named  said  lands  and  a  certain  pipe-line  used  in  con- 
ducting waters  from  his  said  lands  over  and  across  the  lands 
of  defendants  to  the  farming  neighborhood  in  and  about  La 
Canada,  there  to  be  used  by  plaintiff  and  other  beneficiaries 
of  said  trust  and  to  be  sold  for  irrigating  purposes  and 
domestic  uses  to  the  farmers  and  ranchers  of  that  place ;  and, 
that  he  has  maintained  said  pipe-line  across  defendants'  land, 
adversely  to  them,  for  more  than  six  years.  That  plaintiff 
and  the  other  parties  for  whom  he  holds  said  land,  pipe-line, 
and  water  in  trust,  own  orange  groves  in  and  about  La  Canada, 
and  the  use  of  said  water  is  essential  to  the  proper  care  and 
growth  of  said  orange  groves  and  the  maturing  of  the  fruits 
thereof.  That  defendants  threaten  to  and  will,  if  not  re- 
strained, cut  said  pipe-line  and  prevent  the  said  waters  from 
flowing  through  the  same  to  the  said  orange  groves,  thus  caus- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  latter.  On  this  verified  complaint 
and  an  affidavit  of  plaintiff  the  superior  court  issued  a  tem- 
porary restraining  order  and  an  order  to  defendants  to  show 
cause  why  a  preliminary  injunction  restraining  them  from 
interfering  with  plaintiff's  said  pipe-line  during  the  pendency 
of  the  litigation  should  not  issue  from  said  court. 

Prior  to  the  hearing  on  the  order  to  show  cause  defendants 
filed  and  served  a  notice  of  motion  to  dissolve  the  said  restrain- 
ing order  and  to  grant  defendants  an  injunction  pendente  lite 
enjoining  plaintiff  from  maintaining  the  pipe-line  across  do- 
fendants'  land  or  using  the  waters  on  plaintiff's  land,  which 
were  being  conducted  through  said  pipe-line,  or  entering  upon 
defendants'  land  to  repair  or  remove  said  pipe-line  therefrom. 
Li  support  of  these  motions  defendants  served  and  filed  an 
answer  and  cross-complaint  on  behalf  of  said  defendant  Emilie 
Q.  Cohen.  By  the  answer  the  ownership  of  the  pipe-line  on 
defendants'  land  and  the  adverse  maintenance  thereof  by 
plaintiff  are  denied,  and  it  is  averred  that  the  carrying  of 
said  waters  through  said  pipe-line  by  plaintiff  was  by  license 
and  permission  of  defendants,  which  license  and  permission 
have  been  revoked.    That  the  said  waters  are  carried  to  non- 
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riparian  lands  to  the  injury  and  detriment  of  defendants* 
riparian  rights  to  the  waters  of  said  Snover  canyon.  By  her 
cross-complaint  said  defendant  Emilie  G.  Cohen  sets  up  an 
ownership  of  the  waters  of  the  spring  upon  plaintiff's  land 
(being  the  waters  conducted  by  him  through  his  said  pipe- 
line) by  virtue  of  a  prior  appropriation  made  while  said  lands 
were  unoccupied  lands  of  the  United  States  government,  and 
that  the  same  are  necessary  for  the  irrigation  of  her  agri- 
cultural lands  and  for  her  domestic  use.  That  plaintiff  ac- 
quires the  said  waters  by  diverting  the  same  from  the  said 
spring  by  means  of  a  tunnel  projected  into  the  formation 
underneath  said  spring.  That  plaintiff's  said  pipe-line  across 
defendants'  land  was  constructed  and  maintained  under  a 
license  and  permission  from  said  defendant  and  her  prede- 
cessors in  interest,  and  that  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  April, 
1905,  defendant  revoked  said  license  and  notified  plaintiff  that 
be  might  remove  said  pipe-line  if  removed  before  April  22, 
1905.  That  plaintiff  did  not  so  remove  said  pipe-line  or  cease 
to  use  such  right  of  way  across  the  lands  of  cross-complainant, 
but  threatens  to  continue  to  maintain  the  pipe-line  and  use 
the  right  of  way  without  consent  or  permission  of  defendant. 
That  the  further  maintenance  of  said  pipe-line  by  said  plain- 
tiff and  his  associates  is  highly  detrimental  and  injurious  to 
the  riparian  rights  of  the  cross-complainant.  An  injunction 
is  asked  restraining  plaintiff  from  maintaining  the  pipe-line, 
carrjdng  away  the  waters  of  the  spring,  or  removing  the  pipe- 
line from  defendants'  land.  A  number  of  affidavits  accom- 
pany the  answer  and  cross-complaint  setting  out  cross-com- 
plainant's source  of  claim  to  said  waters,  and  statements, 
proceedings,  occurrences  and  conditions  tending  to  show  that 
plaintiff  never  claimed  any  right  to  maintain  said  pipe-line 
adverse  to  cross-complainant. 

Plaintiff  answered  said  cross-complainant  and  filed  certain 
affidavits  contradictory  of  the  material  averments  in  the  affi- 
davits filed  by  defendants  in  support  of  their  motion  for  a 
temporary  injunction. 

These  matters  and  motions  were  all  presented  to  the  superior 
court  at  one  hearing,  the  pleadings,  affidavits  and  papers  were 
read  and  submitted  to  the  court;  and  the  act  of  tiie  court  as- 
signed as  error  is  thus  set  out  in  the  record : ' '  Counsel  for  the 
defendants  proceeded  to  argue  said  cause  upon  its  merits,  both 
as  to  the  fact  and  the  law  of  the  case,  and  that  after  def end- 
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ants'  counsel  had  proceeded  at  some  length,  the  court  inter- 
rupted counsel  for  the  defendants  in  his  said  argument  and 
stated  that  after  the  reading  of  said  papers,  it  appeared  to  the 
court  that  it  was  not  necessary  or  expedient  that  he  should 
consider  and  determine  the  merits  of  the  case,  either  as  to  the 
law  or  the  fact,  for  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  plaintiff 
would  be  damaged  in  a  far  greater  degree  by  the  granting  of 
the  motion  to  dissolye  the  restraining  order  or  by  discharging 
the  order  to  show  cause,  or  by  refusing  to  grant  plaintiff's 
temporary  injunction  pendente  lite,  than  the  defendants  would 
be  if  the  motions  of  the  defendants  and  the  relief  sought  by 
them  were  granted,"  and  thereupon  made  the  roling  excepted 
to  and  appealed  from. 

That  the  course  pursued  by  the  superior  courts  and  the 
reasons  assigned  by  it  for  its  acts  show  a  proper  exercise  of 
discretion  does  not  require  the  citation  of  authority  to  sus- 
tain. Provisional  remedies  of  all  kinds  are  intended  by  the 
law  to  be  used  for  the  maintenance  and  preservation  of  the 
status  of  the  property  or  persons  involved  in  the  litigation,  so 
that  the  judgment  of  the  court  when  given  or  made  may  be 
effectually  carried  into  execution.  A  preliminary  injunction 
is  no  exception  to  the  rule.  It  was  not  necessary  for  tiie  court 
to  decide  the  merits  of  the  controversy  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff to  support  its  order  granting  him  a  preliminary  injunc- 
tion. Gases  are  not  tried  on  their  merits  upon  pleading  and 
affidavits.  A  preliminary  injunction  is  granted  before  a  hear- 
ing on  the  merits  has  been  had,  and  its  purpose  and  sole  ob- 
ject is  to  preserve  the  subject  in  controversy  in  its  then  exist- 
ing condition,  and  without  determining  any  question  of  right, 
merely  to  prevent  a  further  perpetration  of  wrong  or  the  do- 
ing of  any  act  whereby  the  right  in  controversy  may  be 
materially  injured  or  endangered  until  a  full  and  deliberate 
investigation  of  the  case  is  afforded  to  the  party.  (16  Am.  & 
Bug.  Ency.  of  Law,  p.  345.) 

Here  the  defendant  admits  the  existence  of  the  pipe-line, 
the  use  of  the  water,  and  its  necessity  to  plaintiff,  but  says 
it  all  existed  under  her  license  and  that  she  has  revoked  this. 
Whether  the  right  exists  by  adverse  user  or  by  permission  is 
the  question  at  issue,  and  its  destruction  preliminary  to  a 
hearing  on  the  merits  by  regular  trial  in  court  would  have 
been  an  abujse  of  discretion  by  the  trial  court. 
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Therefore,  the  rulings  of  the  trial  court  on  the  motions 
made  should  be  afiSrmed.  We  do  not,  by  this  ruling,  however, 
desire  to  be  understood  as  holding,  even  impliedly,  that  an  ap- 
peal will  lie  from  the  order  denying  the  motion  to  dissolve  the 
temporary  restraining  order,  or  that  the  order  which  is 
designated  as  an  order  denying  defendant's  motion  to  dis- 
charge said  restraining  order  is  appealable.  Neither  of  these 
are  expressly  made  appealable  by  the  code.  Upon  the  hearing 
of  the  order  to  show  cause  and  the  action  of  the  court  thereon, 
the  restraining  order  ceased  to  have  any  effect.  An  order 
dissolving  or  discharging  a  restraining  order  in  such  a  case 
is  not  necessary,  and  it  falls  with  a  denial  of  the  motion  for  a 
preliminary  injunction,  or  becomes  merged  in  the  latter  if 
granted.  {San  Diego  W.  Co.  v.  Steamship  Co.,  101  CaL  218, 
[35  Pac.  651].) 

Orders  appealed  from  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 


[Qt.  No.  264.    Third  Appellate  Dirtriel— March  80,  1907.] 

WELLS,  PARGO  &  COMPANY,  Respondent,  ▼.  JAMES  P. 
McCarthy  et  al..  Appellants. 

PUBADnfO — BUFPIOIXNOT    OJ    Ck>MFLAINT— BeVIEW     UPON    APPKAL.— Th« 

Bofficienej  of  a  complaint  to  support  the  judgment  must  be  re- 
▼iewed  oa  an  appeal  from  the  judgment. 
lo. — Complaint  upon  Fobeclosuri    of    Mobtgaos — Suffigebnot    of 

AVSEMENT  OF  OWNSBSHIP — ^ASSIGNMENT  BT  EXEOUTBIZ — PRESUMP- 
TION TTPON  Appeal. — ^Where  a  complaint  upon  the  foredoiure  of 
a  mortgage  alleged  an  asBignment  bj  the  ezecntriz  of  the  will  of 
a  deceased  person,  '^  pursuant  to  order  duly  made  in  the  matter  of 
the  estate ''  of  such  deceased  person,  without  ayerring  specifically 
what  order  was  made  in  such  matter,  and  also  alleged  an  indorse- 
ment and  deUyery  of  the  note  to  plaintiff  by  the  executrix  with- 
out recourse,  and  that  plaintiff  has  ever  since  been,  and  now  is, 
the  holder  and  owner  thereof,  it  must  be  presumed  in  favor  of  the 
judgment,  in  the  absence  of  a  bill  of  exceptions,  that  it  was  shown 
without  objection  that  an  order  of  sale  and  an  order  confirming 
the  sale  were  properly  made  by  the  superior  court,  and  that  the  cause 
was  tried  oa  the  theory  that  the  complaint  was  sufificient,  and  techni* 
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eal  objections  raised  for  the  first  time  on  appeal  most  be  disre- 
garded. 

Id^— Attempt  to  Allboi  Oboee  ov  Court— Lxoal  Conclusion — ^Ulti- 
MATS  Fact  of  Ownership  Allegsd. — ^There  being  no  attempt  te 
allege  the  orders  of  the  court,  even  if  the  allegation  relative  thereto 
be  deemed  a  mere  legal  conclusion  and  surplusage,  the  allegation 
of  ownership  of  the  note  and  mortgage  should  be  construed  as  an 
averment  of  an  ultimate  fact  sufficient  to  supply  the  defect  and 
to  support  the  judgment. 

Id. — Proposed  Amendment  rt  Subsequent  Lienholder — Novation — 
Statute  or  Limitations — ^Discretion. — The  court  did  not  abuse 
its  discretion  in  refusing  to  permit  an  amended  answer  to  be  filed 
more  than  four  years  after  issue  joined,  so  as  to  plead  a  novation 
of  the  indebtedness  on  the  note  and  mortgage,  which  was  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitation  as  against  a  subsequent  lienholder, 
and  thus  defeat  the  plaintiff's  mortgage  and  unjustly  assert 
priority  of  defendant's  lien  thereto. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  denying 
a  new  trial.    J.  M.  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Bishop,  Wheeler  &  Hoefler,  for  Appellants. 

E.  S.  Pillsbury,  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J.— This  action  was  brought  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage.  There  were  over  one  hundred  defendants.  Judg- 
ment was  rendered  in  favor  of  plaintiflE  for  nearly  $200,000, 
and  for  the  sale  of  the  property.  The  pleadings  are  numerous 
and  quite  voluminous,  covering  about  four  hundred  and  fifty 
pages  of  the  transcript.  Certain  of  the  defendants,  not  in- 
cluding McCarthy,  the  maker  of  the  note,  moved  for  a  new 
trial  on  a  bill  of  exceptions.  The  motion  was  denied.  They 
appeal  from  the  order  denying  their  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
and  also  from  the  judgment. 

By  appellants  two  points  are  urged  for  reversal.  One  re- 
lates to  the  sufficiency  of  the  complaint  and  must  therefore  be 
considered  on  the  appeal  from  the  judgment.  {Swift  v.  Oo- 
cidental  Min.  etc.  Co.,  141  Cal.  164,  [74  Pac.  700] ;  Sharp  v. 
Batvie,  142  Cal.  462,  [76  Pac.  62] ;  Jensen  v.  Will  &  Finck  Co., 
150  Cal.  398,  [89  Pac.  113].}     The  other  point  is  involved  in 
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a  ruling  of  the  trial  court  made  during  the  progress  of  the 
trial,  denying  the  application  of  the  appellants  to  file  an 
amended  answer.  We  shall  endeavor,  as  far  as  practicable 
within  reasonable  limits,  to  notice  the  suggestions  and  cita- 
tions of  counsel  in  support  of  their  respective  contentions. 

There  was  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  general  and  speciaL 
The  special  demurrer,  however,  was  not  addressed  to  the 
particular  defect  herein  ably  and  vigorously  assailed  by  ap- 
pellants. The  portion  of  the  complaint  which  is  the  ''storm- 
center''  of  the  contention  of  the  parties  is  as  follows:  "On  or 
about  the  first  day  of  February,  1894,  pursuant  to  an  order 
theretofore  duly  made  by  the  said  Superior  Court  in  the  mat- 
ter of  the  estate  of  said  Leland  Stanford,  deceased,  the  said 
Jane  L.  Stanford,  as  executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament 
of  Leland  Stanford,  deceased,  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  and  thirty  and 
36-100  dollars  paid  to  her  by  this  plaintiff  on  the  said  first 
day  of  February,  1894,  executed  and  delivered  to  this  plain- 
tiff an  instrument  in  writing,  whereby  she  assigned  to  this 
plaintiff  the  said  fourth  promissory  note,  and  all  moneys  due 
and  to  grow  due  thereon,  and  the  said  mortgage  executed  and 
delivered  to  the  said  Leland  Stanford,  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1891,  by  the  said  James  P.  McCarthy,  as  aforesaid 
Thereafter,  to  wit,  on  the  same  day,  the  said  Jane  L.  Stan- 
ford, as  such  executrix,  acknowledged  the  said  assignment  be- 
fore Eugene  W.  Levy,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  the  city  and 
county  of  San  Francisco,  so  as  to  entitle  the  said  assignment 
to  be  recorded,  and  thereafter,  to  wit,  on  the  13th  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1894,  the  said  assignment  was  recorded  in  the  office 
of  the  County  Recorder  of  the  said  city  and  county,  in  Liber 
16  of  Assignments  of  Mortgages,  beginning  at  page  330.  At 
the  same  time  with  the  execution  and  delivery  to  this  plain- 
tiff by  the  said  Jane  L.  Stanford  of  the  said  assignment, 
as  aforesaid,  she  also  endorsed  and  delivered  to  this  plaintiff 
the  said  fourth  promissory  note,  without  recourse,  and  this 
plaintiff  ever  since  then  has  been,  and  now  is,  the  holder  and 
owner  thereof." 

It  is  contended  by  appellants  that  the  facts  alleged  do  not 
show  that  the  estate  of  Stanford  ever  parted  with  the  title  to 
the  obligation,  and  hence  that  no  cause  of  action  is  stated  in 
behalf  of  plaintiff.  The  proposition  is  sound  and  will  not  be 
gainsaid  that  there  must  be  some  allegation  sufficient^  accord- 
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ing  to  the  rules  of  pleading,  to  show  title  in  plaintiff  or  else 
the  general  demurrer  should  have  been  sustained.  The  diffi- 
culty is  in  making  an  application  of  the  elementary  principles 
to  the  particular  facts  of  the  case. 

To  be  more  specific,  appellants  urge  that  "where  title  to  a 
chose  in  action  is  deraigned  through  a  transfer  alleged  to  have 
been  made  by  an  executrix,  the  complaint  must  show:  1.  A 
power  of  sale  conferred  by  will,  or  by  an  order  of  sale ;  2.  A 
sale  pursuant  to  the  power;  3.  A  confirmation  of  sale.''  As- 
suming that  the  order  of  court  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
complaint  refers  to  the  order  of  sale,  then  it  follows,  according 
to  appellants'  argument,  that  there  is  no  allegation  whatever 
of  the  order  of  confirmation  and  that  therefore  one  of  the  es- 
sential links  in  the  chain  of  title  is  lacking.  Section  1517, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is  involved,  which  provides:  **No 
sale  of  any  property  of  an  estate  of  a  decedent  is  valid  unless 
made  under  order  of  the  Superior  Court,  except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  chapter.  All  sales  must  be  under  oath  re- 
ported to  and  confirmed  by  the  court  before  the  title  of  the 
property  sold  passes."  It  is  not  controverted  that  the  case  at 
bar  does  not  fall  within  the  purview  of  the  exception  men- 
tioned in  said  section. 

In  Lindsay  v.  Mclnemey,  62  N.  J.  L.  524,  [41  Atl.  701],  it 
18  declared:  *'With  certain  exceptions,  not  now  pertinent, 
title  and  estate  must  always  be  pleaded  with  fullness  and  par- 
ticularity. When  claim  is  made  by  the  assignee  of  a  chose  in 
action  assignable  at  law  by  suit  thereon  in  his  own  name,  the 
fact  of  the  assignment  must  be  pleaded  by  direct  averment/' 
But,  as  well  pointed  out  by  respondent,  in  the  Lindsay  case, 
the  fact  was  as  stated  by  the  court  in  its  opinion :  '*No  assign- 
ment of  the  bond  is  averred  or  can  be  gathered  even  by  infer- 
ence.  In  the  stating  part  of  the  pleading  there  is,  generally, 
but  not  always,  added  to  the  name  of  Murphy,  where  occur- 
ring, the  designation  'assignor  as  aforesaid,'  and  to  that  of 
the  plaintiff  the  designation  'assignee  as  aforesaid,'  but  there 
is  no  averment,  direct  or  indirect,  of  any  assignment  of  the 
bond.  •  .  .  For  want  of  such  averment,  this  declaration  must 
fall."  The  principle  of  the  case  is  undoubtedly  sound,  but 
the  situation  was  manifestly  different  from  what  is  disclosed 
by  the  complaint  herein. 

The  scope  of  Stevens  v.  Bowers,  16  N.  J.  L.  16,  is  shown  by 
the  following  quotation:  ''The  plaintiff  declares  on  a  bond 
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made  to  two  and  sets  out  a  title  to  it  derived  from  one  of 
them  only,  without  showing  how  he  became  the  sole  owner,  or 
by  what  authority  he  undertook  to  assign  the  whole  bond." 

In  Smith  v.  Dean,  19  Mo.  63,  it  is  held  that  in  an  action 
upon  a  bond  by  an  assignee,  a  general  allegation  that  the 
plaintiflf  is  the  legal  holder  is  insufficient.  The  court  said: 
"The  plaintiff  must  state  facts  that  give  him  the  title  to  the 
bond,  when,  upon  its  face,  the  title  appears  to  be  in  another.'* 

White  V.  Brown,  14  How.  Pr.  282,  is  somewhat  similar.  It 
was  an  action  upon  a  promissory  note.  The  payee  in  the  note 
was  William  Bork  and  the  only  allegation  connecting  the 
plaintiff  with  the  obligation  was  tiiat  he  was  then  the  bona  fide 
owner  and  holder  of  the  said  note.  The  court  said :  ''The  com- 
plaint in  this  action  does  not  show  any  title  in  the  plaintiff 
to  the  note  set  up  in  it,  as  an  indorser,  or  a  party  to  the  note 
or  any  right  as  such  to  maintain  an  action  upon  if  Hence, 
the  demurrer  was  sustained.  The  last  two  cases  are  more 
directly  in  point  than  some  of  the  others,  but  the  allegations  of 
the  complaint  in  each  were  manifestly  not  so  comprehensive  as 
in  the  case  at  bar. 

In  this  connection  it  is  contended  that  the  allegation  of  the 
execution  of  the  assignment  by  the  executrix  is  not  sufficient 
because  such  execution  by  the  executrix  in  the  absence  of  an 
order  of  confirmation  conveys  no  title.  This  doctrine  is  clearly 
established  and  must  follow  from  the  provisions  of  said  section 
1517,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  it  has  been  so  declared  by 
the  supreme  court  in  Horton  v.  Jack,  115  Cal.  29,  [46  Pac. 
920] :  ''No  sale  of  any  property  of  the  estate  of  a  deceased 
person  passes  any  title  unless  it  is  confirmed  by  the  probate 
court.  .  .  •  Whether  or  not,  then,  this  sale  was,  in  fact,  made 
to  satisfy  a  debt  of  the  estate,  it  is  clear  that  neither  the  sale 
nor  the  supposed  payment  was  sanctioned  by  the  probate 
court,  and  that,  therefore,  the  title  to  the  property  remained 
in  the  estate.''  (See,  also,  Wickenham  v.  Johnston,  104  Cal. 
407,  [43  Am.  St.  Rep.  118,  38  Pac.  89] ;  Bovard  v.  Dickenson, 
131  Cal.  162,  [63  Pac.  162].) 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  the  allegations  as  to  the  order — admit- 
ting it  to  refer  either  to  the  order  of  sale  or  of  confirmation — ^ia 
utterly  insufficient  because  it  is  not  a  positive  averment,  but 
at  most  presents  the  facts  by  way  of  recital  or  as  a  legal  con- 
clusion. Certain  cases  are  cited  to  show  the  insufficienigr  of 
this  method  of  disclosing  a  material  fact 
S  CaL  App.— 20 
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In  Christy  v.  Dana,  42  Cal.  178,  the  court  said:  "On  exam- 
ining the  answer,  we  find  no  new  matter  which  was  material. 
It  avers,  it  is  true,  that  the  plaintiff's  debt  was  barred  by  the 
discharge  in  insolvency,  but  that  is  only  a  conclusion  of  law 
and  not  a  fact." 

It  is  manifestly  so,  but  that  it  was  immaterial  in  that  par- 
ticular case  is  shown  by  the  following  declaration  of  the 
court:  **It  is  evident  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  enforce 
his  mortgage  as  against  the  land,  notwithstanding  the  personal 
lial>ility  of  Dana  for  the  debt  may  have  been  barred  by  the 
discharge." 

In  Wheeler  v.  West,  71  Cal.  127,  [11  Pac.  871],  the  answer, 
among  other  things,  averred:  "That  these  defendants  .  .  . 
were  actually  engaged  in  working  and  mining  said  part  of  said 
claim,  pursuant  to  a  contract  and  agreement  between  plaintiffs 
and  themselves."  In  support  of  this  averment,  over  the  ob- 
jection of  plaintiffis,  evidence  was  received  of  a  verbal  contract 
between  the  parties.  The  objection  was  made  upon  the 
ground  "that  no  contract  was  pleaded  in  the  answer,  and  no 
issue  raised  on  any  contract."  The  court  said:  "A  contract 
relied  upon  as  a  cause  of  action  or  defense  to  an  action  should, 
where  opportunity  is  afforded,  be  pleaded  either  in  haec  verba 
or  according  to  its  l^al  intendment  and  effect.  The  attempted 
plea  of  the  contract  by  defendant  was  by  way  of  confession 
and  avoidance  of  the  wrongful  acts  charged  in  the  amended 
complaint,  and  as  pleaded  amounted  to  no  more  than  a  con- 
clusion of  law.  The  objection  to  the  evidence  should,  there- 
fore, have  been  sustained."  The  circumstance  that  objection 
was  made  to  the  evidence  differentiates  that  case  from  this. 
In  the  case  at  bar,  all  intendments  being  in  favor  of  the  judg- 
ment and  the  bill  of  exceptions  not  purporting  to  give  the  tes- 
timony or  the  proceedings  except  as  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  amendment,  hereafter  considered — it  must  be  pre- 
sumed, if  required  to  uphold  the  judgment,  that  it  was  shown, 
without  any  objection  whatever,  that  an  order  of  sale  and  an 
order  confirming  the  sale  were  properly  made  by  the  superior 
court  It  is  true  appellants  filed  a  demurrer,  but  they  should 
have  objected  to  the  evidence,  in  view  of  the  nature  of  the 
defect  complained  of  in  the  complaint,  in  order  that  plaintiff, 
if  80  advised,  might  have  amended  its  pleading.  Considering 
the  condition  of  the  record,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  cause 
was  tried  upon  the  theory  that  the  complaint  was  fiuffieient» 
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and  it  is  proper  to  invoke  the  rule  to  the  effect  that  technical 
objections  raised  for  the  first  time  on  appeal  must  be  disre- 
garded. (Oreiss  v.  State  Investment  Co.,  98  Cal.  242,  [33  Pac. 
195] ;  Abner  Doble  Co.  v.  Keystone,  145  CaL  490,  [78  Pac. 
1050].) 

Appellants  earnestly  contend  that  this  consideration  injects 
into  the  case  a  false  quantity,  that  the  presumption  if  indulged 
is  utterly  without  importance  because  nothing  can  aid  a  com- 
plaint which  fails  in  a  material  and  necessary  averment.  It 
is  true  that  it  is  of  no  consequence  whether  such  evidence  was 
admitted  without  objection  or  not  if  there  is  an  absolute 
failure,  and  no  attempt  to  allege  some  material  fact,  but  it  is 
held  by  the  authorities  that  it  does  become  of  moment  when 
there  is  an  imperfect  exhibition  in  the  complaint  of  such  fact, 
which  is  the  case  here. 

In  Burkett  v.  Oriffith,  90  Cal.  531,  [25  Am.  St.  Eep.  151, 
27  Pac.  527],  the  rule  is  stated  as  follows:  ** Argumentative 
pleading  is  no  more  permissible  under  the  code  than  it  was 
at  common  law.  Matters  of  substance  must  be  alleged  in 
direct  terms,  and  not  by  way  of  recital  or  reference.  What- 
ever is  an  essential  element  to  a  cause  of  action  must  be 
presented  by  a  distinct  averment,  and  cannot  be  left  to  an 
inference  to  be  drawn  from  the  construction  of  a  document 
attached  to  the  complaint.''  In  that  case  the  demurrer  was 
both  general  and  special.  It  was  sustained  by  the  trial  court 
and  upheld  by  the  supreme  court  The  complaint  was  rad- 
ically defective  in  several  respects,  and  the  ruling  was  un- 
doubtedly correct. 

In  People  v.  Jones,  123  Cal.  299,  [55  Pac.  992],  it  is  de- 
clared:  **It  is  a  rule  of  pleading,  both  in  civil  and  criminal 
actions,  that  the  lack  of  direct  and  positive  averments  of  a 
fact  cannot  be  supplied  by  intendment  or  implication,  and 
where  the  fact  is  stated  only  argumentatively,  or  by  way  of 
recital  or  reference,  it  is  insufficient"  In  that  case,  the  re- 
cital condenmed  was:  ''B.  A.  Jones,  acting  as  the  agent  of  said 
Kempling  and  wife."  No  doubt  the  court  stated  the  general 
rule  correctly,  but  it  seems  that  it  was  not  necessary  to  the 
decision,  because  the  court  proceeds:  ^'But  aside  from  this 
view  of  the  matter,  we  cannot  regard  the  answer  of  defend- 
ant as  constituting  perjury."  So  that  the  demurrer  was,  in 
view  of  the  court,  properly  sustained  independently  of  the 
formal  defect  in  the  allegation  of  the  agency. 
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In  the  case  of  Knox  v.  Buckman  Contracting  Co.,  139  Cal. 
598,  [73  Pac.  428],  the  sapreme  court  enforces  the  rule  in 
reference  to  the  allegation  of  nonpayment  of  promissory  note^ 
which  was  held  controlling  in  former  cases.  It  is  there  stated : 
''The  action  is  upon  several  promissory  notes,  but  the  only 
averment  in  the  complaint  as  to  a  breach  of  appellant's  con- 
tract to  pay  any  one  of  the  notes  is  this:  'That  the  whole  of 
said  note  is  owing  from  said  defendants  to  said  plaintiff.'  It 
has  been  frequently  held  by  this  court  that  such  an  averment 
is  not  an  averment  of  the  fact  of  nonpayment,  and  that  a  com- 
plaint in  such  a  case  which  contains  no  other  averment  as  to 
nonpajrment  does  not  state  facts  sufiScient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action."  No  doubt  the  court  felt  constrained  by  its  former 
decisions  in  that  particular  class  of  cases,  although  it  must  be 
admitted  that  the  rule  is  greatly  relaxed  in  the  case  of  Pen- 
rose v.  Winter,  135  CaL  289,  [67  Pac.  772],  wherein,  as  stated 
in  the  syllabus,  it  is  held  that:  ''In  an  action  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage,  an  averment  in  the  complaint  that  a  specified  sum  is 
'now  due  and  owing,'  though  the  statement  of  a  legal  con- 
clusion, in  which  the  material  fact  of  nonpayment  is  implied, 
is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  judgment  by  default. ' '  And,  further- 
more, in  the  discussion  of  that  case  by  the  learned  chief  justice, 
he  submits  some  reflections  directly  applicable  to  the  case  at 
bar:  "The  second  objection  to  the  judgment  is  that  the  com- 
plaint shows  the  note  and  mortgage  to  have  been  given  to 
John  S.  Craig,  described  in  both  instruments  as  the  guardian 
of  Ora  and  Bebecca  Eiler,  minors,  etc. ;  that  this  shows  that 
Craig  had  the  legal  title  to  the  note,  and  there  is  no  <Ulegation 
of  an  assignment  to  plaintiff.  This  objection,  I  think,  is  an- 
swered by  the  same  reasoning  that  answers  the  objection  that 
there  is  no  allegation  of  nonpayment.  It  is  true  there  is 
no  direct  allegation  of  an  assignment,  but  there  is  an  allega- 
tion which  implies  an  assignment.  It  is  alleged  that  the  plain- 
tiff, as  the  guardian  of  said  minors,  and  as  successor  of  Craig, 
etc.,  is  now  the  lawful  owner  and  holder  of  the  note  and 
mortgage.  If  an  assignment  was  necessary  to  make  plaintiff 
the  lawful  owner  and  holder  of  the  mortgage,  then  he  has 
alleged  a  legal  conclusion  which  implies  an  assignment,  and 
this  after  judgment  by  default  is  sufficient  to  support  the  judg- 
ment It  may  be  added  that  the  objection  last  considered 
would  come  with  more  force  from  the  maker  of  the  note  and 
mortgage  than  from  the  appellant"    The  logic  of  the  opinion 
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and  of  some  others  which  will  be  considered  is  that  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  the  allegation  of  what  is  usually  regarded 
Bfl  a  legal  conclusion  supplies  the  want  of  an  averment  of  a 
material  fact,  and  renders  the  judgment  safe  from  attack 
on  the  ground  that  the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  suffi* 
cient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action.  What  difference  in  this 
respect  can  there  be  between  a  default  judgment  and  a  judg- 
ment after  trial!  It  needs  no  citation  of  authorities  to  sup- 
port this  proposition — and,  indeed,  it  is  so  implied  in  section 
434,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure — that  the  objection  of  insuffi- 
ciency of  facts  can  be  made  at  any  time.  The  defendant  is 
not  required  to  appear  in  the  trial  court  and  file  a  demurrer 
in  order  to  make  the  objection  available,  and  if  the  objection 
can  be  made  at  any  time  while  the  cause  is  in  the  course  of 
adjudication,  it  can  be  made  with  equal  force  after  judgment 
in  the  trial  court  as  before.  And  if  the  allegation  of  a  legal 
conclusion  is  an  answer  to  the  objection  when  made  after  judg- 
ment by  default,  it  must  be  a  sufficient  answer  when  the  objec- 
tion is  raised  by  a  general  demurrer  before  trial.  Mr.  Justice 
McParland  was  undoubtedly  correct  in  his  dissenting  opinion 
in  the  Penrose  case,  supra,  in  the  following  statement:  "And, 
of  course,  the  objection  that  a  complaint  does  not  state  facts 
sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  may  be  taken  at  any 
time.  Such  an  objection  is  not  waived  by  default.''  Again, 
in  the  case  at  bar,  it  would  seem  to  be  sacrificing  the  spirit 
of  the  law  to  the  letter  to  hold  that  the  allegation  that  the 
plaintiff  is  the  owner  and  holder  of  the  note  is  simply  a  con- 
clusion of  law,  and  must  be  entirely  disregarded,  because,  per- 
chance, the  plaintiff  has  attempted,  although  ineffectually,  to 
allege  certain  facts  by  virtue  of  which  he  has  become  such 
owner  and  holder.  That  course  would  be  rather  to  allow  tech- 
nical objections  to  the  judgment  "to  prevail  against  its  sub- 
stantial justice.''  Every  purpose  of  orderly  and  correct  pro- 
cedure would  be  subserved  by  holding  that  the  allegation  of 
ownership  is  that  of  an  ultimate  fact,  notwithstanding  an 
attempt  to  deraign  title.  If  necessary  to  inform  the  antago- 
nist of  the  source  or  grounds  of  plaintiff's  title,  more  specific 
allegations  should  be  required  when  the  complaint  is  chal- 
lenged by  a  special  demurrer  or  a  motion  to  make  more  certain 
if  the  latter  pleading  is  to  be  countenanced.  The  reason  for 
holding  that  an  allegation  of  ownership  is  sometimes  regarded 
as  a  conclusion  of  law,  as  stated  in  OruweU  v,  Seybolt,  82  CaL 
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7,  [22  Pac.  938],  is  as  follows:  ** Where,  however,  the  pleader 
sets  forth  specifically  the  links  in  his  chain  of  title,  a  general 
allegation  of  ownership  will  be  treated  as  a  mere  conclusion 
from  the  facts  stated,  and  will  not  cure  any  defect  in  the 
chain  relied  upon.  It  will  be  presumed  that  every  fact  has 
been  alleged  which  can  be  proven."  If  when  an  attempt  is 
made  to  deraign  title  the  reason  for  holding  that  an  allegation 
of  ownership  is  a  legal  conclusion  is  based  upon  the  presump- 
tion that  every  fact  has  been  alleged  which  can  be  proved, 
the  reason  of  the  rule  fails,  and,  therefore,  the  rule  itself  does 
not  apply  when,  instead  of  facts,  conclusions  of  law  are  alleged 
in  the  deraignment  of  title.  There  is  here  an  attempt  to  allege 
the  orders  of  the  court  If  the  allegation  respecting  them 
should  be  considered  a  mere  legal  conclusion,  then  the  allega- 
tion of  ownership  should  be  construed  as  an  averment  of  a 
fact  and  sufficient  to  uphold  the  judgment. 

The  case  of  Marsh  v.  Superior  Court,  88  Cal.  596,  [26  Pac. 
962],  cited  by  appellants,  is  manifestly  different.  There  it  is 
held  that  ''the  averment  that  the  petition  filed  in  the  superior 
court  asking  for  the  removal  of  the  said  Whiteside  'contained 
no  allegation  of  any  legal  cause  why  said  Whiteside  should  be 
removed'  is  but  the  statement  of  a  conclusion  of  law,  and  is 
not  equivalent  to  a  direct  allegation  that  said  petitioner  did 
not  charge  that  said  Whiteside  had  violated  or  was  unfit  to 
execute  the  duties  of  trustee  under  said  deed  of  assignment" 
"Legal  cause"  is  necessarily  the  deduction  from  some  act, 
event  or  circumstance,  while  "owning,"  and  especially  "hold- 
ing" describe  and  imply  an  act,  event  and  circumstance.  Can 
it  be  said  here  that  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  averment  of  the 
transfer  of  title  from  the  estate  of  Stanford  to  plaintiff,  so 
that  no  evidence  could  be  received  of  that  fact  at  the  trial  t 
We  must  answer  that  question  in  the  affirmative  to  reverse 
the  judgment  on  the  ground  of  the  insufficiency  of  the  com- 
plaint. Respondent,  in  its  opening  brief,  claims  that  "pur- 
suant to  an  order  theretofore  duly  made,"  etc.,  does  not  refer 
to  the  order  of  sale,  "but  concisely  pleads  the  ultimate  fact  of 
the  order  pursuant  to  which  the  transfer  was  and  alone  could 
be  made,  that  is  to  say,  the  order  of  confirmation. "  In  its  sup- 
plementary  brief,  the  position  is  shifted,  and  it  is  contended 
that  it  refers  to  the  order  of  sale.  But  it  only  illustrates  the 
element  of  uncertainty  involved  in  the  form  of  expression. 
It  is  uncertain  whether  it  refers  to  one  or  the  other,  and  for 
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that  reason  is  subject  to  a  special  demurrer.  But  does  the 
fact  that  it  is  in  the  form  of  a  recital,  or  in  the  nature  of  a 
legal  conclusion,  preclude  the  court  from  considering  it  in 
order  to  uphold  the  judgment  as  against  a  general  demurrer  1 

In  Hill  V.  Haskin,  51  Cal.  177,  it  was  contended  by  appellant 
that  the  complaint  was  radically  defective  because  it  did  not 
aver  an  offer  to  account,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  a  condi- 
tion precedent  to  the  right  to  maintain  an  action.  The  su- 
preme court  said:  "But  inasmuch  as  the  plaintiff  could  not 
legally  demand  payment  of  the  defendant  until  he  had  first 
offered  to  account,  the  averment  that  'he  made  due  demand* 
is  a  sufficient  allegation  in  the  absence  of  a  special  demurrer 
to  let  in  proof  of  the  offer  to  account.  It  was  but  a  defective 
statement  of  a  material  fact.  Instead  of  alleging  the  fact 
directly,  it  was  stated  only  inferentially,  and  might  have  been 
demurred  to  on  this  ground.  .  .  .  But,  having  proceeded  to 
trial  without  interposing  the  objections,  it  was  too  late  after- 
ward for  the  defendant  to  raise  the  point  that  the  offer  to  ac- 
count ought  to  have  been  averred  with  greater  precision  and 
directness.''  It  is  somewhat  difficult  to  see  how  an  allegation 
that  he  made  due  demand  is  even  an  imperfect  attempt  to 
state  that  he  "offered  to  account,"  but  the  decision  indicates 
a  just  and  wise  purpose  of  the  higher  court  to  avoid  technical- 
ities in  furtherance  of  justice. 

In  Chase  v.  Evoy,  58  Cal.  352,  an  allegation  that  "the  claim 
was  duly  verified  by  the  oath  of  plaintiff  in  the  form  pre- 
scribed  by  law"  was  held  to  be  sufficient  as  against  a  general 
demurrer. 

In  Grant  v.  Sheerin,  84  Cal.  198,  [23  Pac.  1094],  it  was 
alleged  that  "plaintiff  as  such  executrix  has  demanded  from 
defendant  an  accounting  of  said  sale  and  the  payment  to  her 
of  the  purchase  price  of  said  monument.  And  defendant  has 
refused,  and  still  refuses,  to  account  for  or  pay  the  same  or 
any  part  thereof."  There  was  no  allegation,  except  inferen- 
tially, of  nonpayment.  The  supreme  court,  however,  said: 
"In  our  opinion,  the  complaint  in  this  case  stated  a  cause  of 
action,  and  it  was  sufficient  when  tested  only  by  a  general 
demurrer." 

From  Alexander  v.  McDow,  108  Cal.  29,  [41  Pac.  24],  we 
make  this  quotation:  "Thus,  while  a  judgment  will  not  relieve 
from  the  entire  absence  of  a  necessary  averment,  it  will  cure 
defects  in  all  such  averments  as  may  by  fair  and  reasonable 
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intendment  be  found  to  have  been  pleaded  although  defee* 
tively.  The  gravamen  of  the  charge  against  the  complaint  is 
that  it  fails  to  make  the  necessary  averment  of  assignment  to 
plaintiff.  .  .  .  Assignment  of  it  (the  note),  therefore,  became 
necessary  to  convey  title.  But  such  an  instrument  may  be  as- 
signed by  indorsement  as  fully  as  may  a  negotiable  instrument. 
The  assignment  is  pleaded  in  the  complaint  with  Caesarian 
brevity  by  the  single  word  indorsed,  followed  by  the  quota- 
tion (Pay  to  Jules  Alexander.  Levy  and  Alexander).  This, 
however,  is  aided  by  the  subsequent  statement  that  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  are  due  from  defendant  to  plaintiff.  By 
fair,  if  not  by  necessary,  implication,  we  learn  from  this  that 
Levy  and  Alexander  assigned  the  instrument  by  indorsement 
and  delivered  it  to  plaintiff,  and  that  plaintiff  then  became 
and  now  is  the  owner  and  holder  of  it.  So  construed  the  com- 
plaint will  support  the  judgment,  although" — ^Mr.  Justice 
Henshaw  somewhat  facetiously,  but  significantly,  remarks — 
''it  must  be  added  that  the  weight  is  about  all  it  is  capable 
of  sustaining." 

And  in  City  of  Santa  Barbara  v.  Eldred,  108  Cal.  297, 
[41  Pac.  410],  the  supreme  court,  speaking  through  Mr.  Justice 
Temple,  states  the  rule  as  follows :  "The  action  was  brought  to 
collect  a  municipal  tax,  and  to  the  complaint  a  general  demur* 
rer  was  interposed.  It  was  overruled  and  defendant  an- 
swered. He  now  specifies  a  great  many  alleged  defects  in  the 
complaint.  Many  of  them  are,  in  effect,  that  the  complaint  is 
ambiguous  or  uncertain.  Such  objections  cannot  be  reached 
on  general  demurrer.  Nor  can  the  other  objections,  which 
merely  amount  to  criticisms  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  state- 
ment, as  that  the  essential  facts  appear  only  inferentially,  or 
as  conclusions  of  law  or  by  way  of  recitals  prevail  on  siich  cLe- 
murrer.  There  must  be  a  total  absence  of  some  material  fact 
to  justify  us  in  sustaining  a  demurrer  of  this  character/' 
This  decision  is  severely  criticised  by  appellants.  They  de- 
clare it  to  be  against  every  other  authority  in  England  or 
America,  in  holding  that  a  conclusion  of  law  may  protect  a 
complaint  from  the  attack  of  a  general  demurrer.  It  may  be 
that  other  decisions  do  not  so  hold  in  so  many  words,  but  there 
are  well-considered  cases  holding  in  effect  that  where  there 
is  an  ineffectual  attempt  to  deraign  title  the  allegation  of 
"holding  and  ownership"  may  be  regarded  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  question  whether  the  complaint  states  a  cause  of 
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action.  We  have  already  cited  two  of  those  cases  from  this 
state.  There  is,  no  doubt,  some  inconsistency  shown  in  the 
judicial  literature  upon  this  subject,  but  the  later  cases  hold 
aa  we  have  stated. 

In  Estate  of  Behrens,  130  Cal.  416,  [62  Pac.  603],  aa  stated 
in  the  syllabus,  it  is  held  that  ''upon  the  contest  of  the  pro- 
bate of  a  will,  the  description  of  the  contestants  as  'brother 
and  sister  and  heirs  at  law'  of  the  deceased,  in  the  introducing 
sentence  of  their  opposition  to  the  probate,  without  any  direct 
averment  of  their  heirship,  constitutes  an  inferential  averment 
thereof,  which,  in  the  absence  of  a  demurrer  to  the  opposition, 
will  be  held  sufficient  after  judgment"  It  is  true  there  was 
no  demurrer  to  the  opposition,  but  the  same  result  must  have 
been  reached  in  the  presence  of  a  general  demurrer. 

There  are  many  other  cases  to  the  same  effect.  Admittedly, 
none  of  the  decisions  cited — and  they  have  all  been  exam- 
ined— presents  identically  the  same  phraseology  as  we  find  in 
the  complaint  before  us.  But  a  fair  consideration  of  the  au- 
thorities, keeping  in  view  that  "the  court  must,"  as  provided 
in  section  475,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  "in  every  stage  of  an 
action,  disregard  any  error,  improper  ruling,  instruction,  or 
defect,  in  the  pleadings  or  proceedings  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  said  court,  does  not  affect  the  substantial  rights  of  the 
parties,"  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  the  complaint  is  not  so 
defective  as  to  be  insufficient  to  support  the  judgment.  In 
view  of  the  technical  nature  of  the  objections  urged  and  the 
manifest  justice  of  the  determination  of  the  cause  reached 
l^  the  trial  judge,  if  deemed  necessary  to  support  the  judg- 
ment, any  appellate  court  should  and  could  hold,  without 
doing  violence  to  any  rule  of  pleading  or  principle  of  equity, 
that  as  against  a  general  demurrer,  there  was  either  a  suffi- 
cient attempt  to  allege  the  orders  of  the  probate  court,  or  that 
if  the  form  of  pleading  adopted  in  that  behalf  constitutes 
simply  a  legal  conclusion  and  such  legal  conclusion  must  be 
disregarded,  then  the  defect  is  supplied  by  the  averment  of  the 
ultimate  fact  that  plaintiff  is  the  owner  and  holder  of  the  note 
in  controversy.  Any  other  view,  it  seems  to  us,  would  be  a 
reproach  to  the  law  and  almost  a  wanton  infraction  of  the 
principles  of  equity. 

To  understand  the  significance  of  the  other  objection,  the 
following  facts  must  be  observed :  The  complaint  contains  the 
usual  allegation  that  certain  defendants,  including  the  appel« 
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lantSy  claim  some  right  or  interest  in  the  property,  but  that 
it  is  subsequent  and  subordinate  to  plaintiff's  lien.  Appel- 
lants answered  this  allegation  as  follows:  *' Defendants  admit 
that  they  have  and  claim,  and  that  each  of  them  has  and 
claims,  an  interest  in  certain  portions  of  the  property  de- 
scribed in  the  said  complaint^  but  deny  that  their  said  interest, 
or  that  the  interest  of  any  of  them,  is  subsequent  or  is  sub- 
ordinate or  is  subject  to  the  lien  of  the  said  mortgage."  The 
allegation  of  the  indorsement  and  delivery  of  the  promissory 
note  contained  in  the  complaint  was  denied  in  said  answer  as 
follows:  ''Defendants  deny  that  on  or  about  February  1st, 
1894,  or  at  any  other  time,  or  at  all,  Jane  L.  Stanford  indorsed 
and  delivered  or  indorsed  or  delivered  to  the  said  plaintiff 
the  said  fourth  promissory  note,  described  and  set  forth  in 
paragraph  15  of  the  said  complaint,  and  that  the  said  plain- 
tiff ever  since  has  been  and  now  is  the  owner  and  holder  or 
owner  or  holder  of  said  note."  The  answer  further  denies 
"that  there  is  any  sum  or  amount  whatever  now  due,  unpaid 
or  owing  upon  the  said  promissory  note." 

By  reason  of  the  foregoing  allegations  and  denials  appel- 
lants claimed  the  right  at  the  trial  to  introduce  evidence  of  a 
novation,  or,  as  it  appears  in  the  bill  of  exceptions:  ''That 
while  plaintiff  was  putting  in  its  case  the  defendants  herein- 
after named  repeatedly  endeavored  upon  cross-examination  to 
introduce  in  evidence  the  agreement  set  out  in  the  proposed 
amended  answer  hereinafter  contained,  but  objection  being 
made  by  plaintiff  on  the  ground  that  said  matter  was  not  cross- 
examination,  the  same  was  ruled  out.  That  after  the  close  of 
plaintiff's  case,  said  defendants  hereinafter  named  proceeded 
to  and  did  offer  in  evidence,  without  any  objection,  their  re- 
spective chains  of  title  and  claims  to,  in  or  upon  the  property 
involved  in  this  action."  Thereupon  said  defendants  offered 
in  evidence  the  agreement  set  out  in  said  proposed  amended 
answer,  which  was  offered,  so  counsel  stated,  "for  the  purpose 
of  showing  that  said  note  had  been  supplemented,  changed 
and  modified  and  that  the  same  is  no  longer  a  valid  or  existing 
obligation  of  any  kind  or  character,  that  being  a  new  and 
different  agreement  substituted  in  this  suit."  In  response 
to  a  question  by  the  court,  counsel  for  appellants  stated  that 
the  paper  in  question  constituted  an  agreement  of  the  parties 
in  interest  whereby  the  amount  due  is  $121,000,  instead  of 
$112,500,  as  provided  in  the  note  upon  which  the  suit  was 
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brought,  and  that  it  was  to  bear  a  greater  rate  of  interest  and 
that  the  amount  due  was  to  be  paid  in  two  installments  instead 
of  one,  etc.  In  other  words,  the  instrument  is  one  which 
shows  a  complete  novation  as  to  this  promissory  note.  ''First, 
as  to  the  change  in  the  amount  of  the  note,  and,  second,  as  to 
the  times  of  payment,  and  the  payments,  and  the  rate  of  inter- 
est which  it  shall  bear,  and  as  to  the  terms  upon  which  this 
mortgage  shall  be  released,  and  providing  that  the  mortgage, 
as  modified,  shall  stand  as  security  for  the  new  amount,  and  in 
the  event  of  foreclosure  interest  shall  be  given  at  the  rate  in- 
dicated.'*  Upon  objection  being  made  upon  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  addressed  to  any  issue  in  the  case,  the  court  declined 
to  admit  the  evidence,  holding  that  it  was  not  admissible  under 
the  pleadings,  and  should  be  specially  pleaded.  Subsequently 
appellants  asked  leave  to  file  an  amended  answer  setting  up 
this  agreement  and  alleging  in  appropriate  phraseology  that 
it  was  executed  as  a  novation  and  also  setting  up  the  bar  of 
the  statute  of  limitations  against  the  enforcement  of  this  new 
obligation.     The  court  sustained  plaintiflE's  objections. 

Appellant  Henshaw  then  made  application  to  file  an 
amended  answer  setting  out  the  same  agreement  as  a  novation 
and  alleging  that  by  virtue  of  the  novation  his  own  mortgage 
became  a  first  lien  upon  the  premises,  and  that  any  claim,  lien 
or  demand  of  the  plaintiff  was  subsequent  and  subordinate 
thereto,  and  also  *'that  on  the  14th  day  of  January,  1896,  the 
defendant  duly  commenced  an  action  in  the  Superior  Court  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  against  the  plaintiff 
above  named,  and  against  the  defendants,  James  P«  McCarthy 
and  William  Fitzhugh,  and  others,  for  the  purpose  of  fore- 
closing his  aforesaid  mortgage ;  that  said  action  is  still  pending 
and  undetermined."  In  support  of  the  opposition  to  the  ap- 
plication, counsel  for  plaintiff  stated:  ''This  is  the  first  time 
that  this  instrument  has  been  brought  into  this  action.  The 
answer  of  these  defendants  was  filed  on  the  2d  day  of  April, 
1899.  This  action  was  begun  on  the  4th  day  of  January, 
1898.  Their  answer  was  filed  more  than  four  years  ago.  In 
the  meantime,  if  there  has  been  a  novation  of  this  original  ob- 
ligation by  reason  of  the  execution  of  this  agreement,  any 
cause  of  action  stated  in  this  amendment  on  that  new  obliga- 
tion has  become  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations."  Bo- 
lides^ it  was  contended  that  it  was  unconscionable  on  their 
part — never  having  apprised  the  plaintiff  of  it — ^to  set  up  a 
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defense  which  would  deprive  plaintiff  of  its  cause  of  action. 
The  court,  in  sustaining  the  objection,  stated:  ''Mr.  Henshaw 
is  not  in  privity  with  this  contract,  or  with  any  of  the  parties 
to  the  contract  Whatever  rights  he  acquired  were  acquired 
before  this  was  executed.  If  a  suit  was  brought  upon  this 
agreement  and  he  was  made  a  party,  and  he  alleged  that  he 
had  a  mortgage  prior  to  the  making  of  the  agreement,  he 
would  plead  himself  out  of  court.  If  the  defense  were  al- 
lowed it  would  have  the  effect  of  making  his  mortgage 
previous  to  the  plaintiff's,  and  it  would  defeat  the  rights  of 
all  of  the  defendants.  Now,  here  is  a  party  who  has  known 
of  this  agreement  and  has  not  pleaded  it,  and  now  to  ask  to 
plead  it  would  have  the  effect  of  giving  him  a  prior  lien,  and  I 
think  it  would  be  an  inequitable  thing  to  do.''  It  would  seem 
that  any  judge  would  take  the  same  view  of  it  It  is  true,  as 
contended  by  counsel,  that  courts  should  be  liberal  in  allowing 
amendments  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  and  facilitating  the 
trial  of  causes  upon  their  merits.  Ordinarily,  an  application 
to  amend  a  pleading  to  present  more  fully  or  accurately  a 
cause  of  action  or  a  defense  should  be  granted  upon  such 
terms  as  shall  appear  just  In  Farmers'  Nat.  Oold  Bank  v. 
Stover,  60  CaL  396,  it  is  said:  ''An  amendment  of  pleadings 
should  be  allowed  at  any  stage  of  the  trial  when  it  is  necessary 
for  the  purpose  of  justice."  (See,  also,  Ouidery  v,  Oreen,  95 
Cal.  630,  [30  Pac.  786] ;  Crosby  v.  Clark,  132  Cal.  1,  [63  Pac. 
1022] ;  McDougald  v.  Hulet,  132  Cal.  155,  [64  Pac.  278] ;  Marr 
v.  Bhodes,  131  Cal.  267,  [63  Pac.  364] ;  Carters  v.  Lothian, 
133  CaL  451,  [65  Pac.  962].) 

But  it  is  dearly  established  by  the  authorities  that  the  ap- 
pellate court  will  not  reverse  an  order  denying  leave  to  amend 
except  for  abuse  of  discretion.  As  said  in  San  Joaquin  Val- 
ley Bank  v.  Dodge,  125  CaL  84,  [57  Pac.  687] :  "Amendments 
to  pleadings  are  left  much  to  the  discretion  of  the  court  below, 
and  it  is  presumed  that  such  discretion  will  always  be  exer- 
cised in  furtherance  of  justice  and  with  the  end  in  view  of 
disposing  of  cases  upon  their  merits.  We  cannot  interfere  ex- 
cept in  cases  where  such  discretion  is  abused." 

Such  amendments,  as  well  observed,  are  allowed  in  the  in- 
terests of  justice  and  not  simply  to  give  the  party  a  technical 
advantage.     (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  473.) 

In  Cooke  v.  Spears,  2  Cal.  412,  [56  Am.  Dec.  348],  in  dis- 
cussing the  refusal  of  the  court  below  to  allow  an  amendment 
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to  set  up  the  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  is  said:  ''It 
the  statute  of  limitations  had  been  pleaded  in  the  first  instance, 
there  would  have  been  no  ground  to  have  objected  to  it,  and 
the  court  would  have  had  no  legal  discretion  to  have  ordered  it 
to  be  stricken  out.  But  having  been  omitted  when  the  appli- 
cation to  amend  was  made,  the  first  question  certainly  pre- 
sented  was,  Will  it  be  in  furtherance  of  justice!  Such  is  the 
language  of  the  statute ;  such  clearly  was  the  intent  of  the  law. 
But  we  take  it  that  the  judge  below  was  not  bound  to  allow  the 
amendment,  unless  it  would  further  the  ends  of  justice.  He 
refused  it,  doubtless  believing  the  contrary,  and  we  think  he 
did  right.'' 

In  Page  t.  WtUiams,  54  Cal.  563,  the  defendant  in  an  action 
upon  certain  promissory  notes,  after  the  plaintiff  had  rested 
his  case  and  the  defendant  had  given  some  evidence,  offered  to 
show  that  the  notes  were  given  without  consideration;  and 
upon  the  court  refusing  to  hear  such  proof  under  the  plead- 
ings, defendant  asked  leave  to  file  an  amended  answer  alleging 
want  of  consideration.  The  court  refused  to  permit  it  on  the 
ground  that  the  case  had  been  at  issue  nearly  two  years,  and 
the  trial  had  already  commenced  and  new  issues  would  be 
tendered  by  the  amendment.  The  supreme  court  said:  "In 
our  opinion,  the  court  properly  exercised  its  discretion  in  re- 
fusing to  allow  this  amendment."  (See,  also,  Harding  t. 
Minear,  54  Cal.  502;  Bank  of  Woodland  v.  Heron,  122  Cal. 
108,  [54  Pac.  537].) 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  effect  of  allowing  the  amendment,  if 
supported  by  the  evidence,  would  have  been  to  defeat  plain- 
tiff's claim,  and  the  court  was  justified  in  treating  it  as  an 
application  to  amend  in  order  to  plead  the  statute  of  limita^ 
tions. 

Appellants  contend  that  "the  idea  of  administering  rules  of 
pleading  with  a  view  of  reaching  an  end  different  from  that 
attained  by  the  substantive  law  and  thus  working  out  an  in- 
definable justice,  is  illogical  and  absurd."  But  the  vice  of 
the  statement  is  in  the  implication  that  the  degree  and  quality 
of  justice  are  determined  by  the  method  adopted  in  its  pur- 
suit 

That  there  is  a  difference  between  legal  and  equitable  rights 
and  that  a  distinction  is  properly  made  between  purely  stat- 
utory and  moral  considerations  in  the  enforcement  of  obliga- 
tions and  in  the  application  of  remedies^  no  one  will  probably 
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deny.  If  no  such  distinction  exists  the  judges  will  have  to 
recant  many  errors  and  our  whole  judicial  system  will  need  re- 
construction. 

Appellants  invite  us  to  a  discussion  of  the  phrase  ''further- 
ance of  justice."  Obviously  it  is  ''such  justice  as  the  law 
administers  when  correctly  applied.''  {Stringer  t.  Davis,  30 
Cal.  322.)  But  that  description  does  not  and  cannot  pre- 
scribe what  proceeding  shall  be  taken  by  a  trial  court  in  every 
case  where  an  amendment  of  a  pleading  is  sought  In  fact, 
the  term  undefined  is  probably  defined  the  best  as  "beauty 
unadorned  is  adorned  the  most."  Each  particular  case  must 
be  left  to  the  wise  discretion  and  enlightened  conscience  of  the 
chancellor. 

Appellants  seem  to  think  that  it  is  "in  furtherance  of 
justice"  to  promote  their  interest  at  whatever  cost  to  someone 
else.  They  have  apparently  forgotten  the  qualification  of  the 
rule  that  amendments  should  be  allowed  in  furtherance  of 
justice  when  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice  to  the  eubstantial 
rights  of  others.  Assuredly,  after  an  action  had  been  pending 
for  five  years,  it  was  no  abuse  of  discretion  to  refuse  to  allow 
an  amendment  and  thereby  preserve  to  plaintiff  the  right 
to  enforce  a  just  obligation  to  the  amount  of  nearly  $200,000, 
and  to  subject  to  the  prior  claim  of  plaintiff  a  mortgage  ex- 
ecuted subsequently,  when  the  effect  of  granting  the  amend- 
ment might  be  to  defeat  plaintiff's  claim  altogether,  and  to 
give  appellants  an  advantage  which  the  evidence  does  not  show 
they  needed.  The  ability  and  industry  of  counsel  for  appel- 
lants compel  admiration,  but  to  uphold  their  contention,  in 
our  opinion,  would  be  a  travesty  of  justice  rather  than  in 
furtherance  thereof. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
are  affirmed* 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  May  31, 1907. 
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[Qt.   No.    244.    Third    Appellate    District.— AprU    S,    1907.] 
D.  A.  MANUEL,  Respondent,  v.  P.  A.  FLYNN,  Appellant 

Action  to  Quiet  Titlb  to  Stwp  of  Lani>— Boundabt — Support  of 
FiNDiNas  AND  Judgment. — ^In  an  action  to  quiet  titlo  to  a  strip 
of  land  involving  a  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  parties, 
where  the  evidence  is  conflieting  in  relation  thereto,  and  there  it 
ovidence  fully  sustaining  all  of  the  material  findings  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff,  which  are  amply  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment, 
the  province  of  the  trial  court  to  pass  upon  the  weight  of  the 
evidence  cannot  be  interfered  with  upon  appeal 

In. — Tbstimont  of  Plaintiff  to  Pasticulab  Subvet — Cboss-examina- 
TION  AS  to  Other  Surveys. — ^Where  plaintiff  testified  in  chief  only 
as  to  the  employment  of  a  particular  survey  or  to  establish  the 
boundary  line  and  to  his  own  observation  as  to  the  meeting  of 
comers,  the  court  properly  disallowed  questions  asked  on  cross-ex- 
amination as  to  other  surveys  not  referred  to  in  the  examination 
in  chief. 

to.— Latitude  of  Cross-examination — ^Soope  Limited  by  Examina- 
tion IK  Chief. — The  right  of  cross-examination  should  be  given 
considerable  latitude  or  not  be  restricted  where  it  is  apparent  that 
it  will  accomplish  some  important  purpose,  and  is  not  carried  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  examination  in  chief.  The  discretion  of 
the  court  should  not  be  abused,  or  given  such  elasticity  as  to  per- 
mit an  adversary  party  to  prove  his  own  case  under  the  guise  of 
cross-examination  by  propounding  questions,  neither  directly  nor 
collaterally  related  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  original  exami- 
nation. When  cross-examination  transcends  the  limitation  and  pur- 
pose of  the  testimony  in  chief,  it  ceases  to  be  cross-examination. 

Id.— Written  Agreement  as  to  Location  of  Corner — Alterations — 
Bubden  of  Proof — Immateriality. — ^Where  the  plaintiff  intro- 
duced in  evidence  a  written  agreement  as  to  the  location  of  an 
important  comer  in  which  alterations  appear,  the  burden  of  proof 
was  upon  the  plaintiff  to  explain  the  same,  and  where  one  was  shown 
to  have  been  made  before  signing,  and  the  other  to  have  been 
made  merely  to  correct  a  manifest  mistake  in  a  figure  relating  to 
the  location  of  a  tree,  the  location  of  which  was  definitely  fixed  in 
the  agreement  by  descriptive  reference  to  other  monuments,  the  al« 
terations  were  sufficiently  explained,  and  shown  to  be  immaterial. 

bi — ^TncE  FOB  Disproof  of  Explanation. — ^The  proper  time  for  an  at- 
tempt by  the  defendant  to  disprove  the  explanations  offered  by  tho 
plaintiff  to  show  the  immateriality  of  the  erasures  in  the  writtoB 
agreement  was  when  those  explanations  were  made,  and  when  the 
tdmiiBibility  of  the  written  agreement  was  before  the  court  fot 
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its  determination^  and  the  court's  conclusion  on  that  iasue  is  bind- 
ing here,  notwithstanding  a  subsequent  attempt  of  defendant  to 
disprove  the  explanation,  when  it  cannot  be  said,  as  matter  of  law, 
that  the  court's  determination  was  unsupported  bj  the  explanations 
made. 
lb. — EvmxNOS— DiOLAEiLTiON  AOAINBT  Intebxst. — ^A  witness  for  the 
plaintiff  was  properly  allowed  to  testify  to  a  conversation  with  the 
defendant  at  the  time  when  plaintiff's  fence  on  the  boundary  line 
was  intact,  in  which  the  defendant  stated  that  he  had  all  the  land 
that  belonged  to  him.  The  evidence,  while  not  conclusive,  was  ad- 
missible t§  show  a  declaration  l^  the  defendant  against  his  in- 
terest. 

Ih. — ^DOCUMXNTABT   EVIDBNOX — ^NOTIGX   TO   BEMOVX   FeNCB     SeBVED    BT 
CONSTABIil — CEBTmCATE      NOT      PBIMA       FACIB      EVIDENCE. — ^Whorc 

plaintiff  denied  having  received  any  notice  to  remove  his  fence,  a 
notice  signed  hy  the  defendant  and  certified  by  the  constable  to 
have  been  served  by  him  upon  plaintiff  was  not  admissible,  the 
certificate  being  no  part  of  the  oficial  duty  of  the  constable,  and 
not  prima  facie  evidence  of  the  fact  of  service. 
Dk — ^Nbw  Tbial — ^Affidavits — Bill  of  Exceptions — ^Bevixw  iipon 
Appeal — 8TiFtn[«ATi0N. — ^Affidavits  used  on  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  cannot  be  considered  on  appeal  from  an  order  denying  the 
motion,  where  they  are  not  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions 
authenticated  as  required  by  rule  XXIX  of  this  court,  and  a  stipu- 
lation of  attorneys  to  the  correctness  of  the  transcript  cannot 
take  the  place  of  such  authentication,  whether  it  includes  the  af- 
fidavits or  not,  especially  where  it  does  not  thereby  or  otherwise 
appear  that  they  constituted  all  the  affidavits  and  papers  used  on  the 
hearing. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Napa 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial  A.  O.  Bur- 
nett, Judge  presiding. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courts 

Webber  &  Rutherford,  for  Appellant 

T«  B.  Hutchison,  for  Respondent. 

HART,  J. — ^Action  to  quiet  title  and  for  damages  claimed 
to  have  been  suffered  by  plaintiff  through  certain  alleged 
tortious  acts  of  defendant. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  plaintiff,  *'ever  since  the 
23d  day  of  February,  1884,  has  been  the  owner,  in  possession 
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of  and  entitled  to  the  possession  of  certain  real  property, 
ntnate  within  the  Connty  of  Napa,  State  of  California,"  and 
of  which  a  description  is  particularly  set  ont.  The  title  in 
plaintiff  to  the  land  as  described  in  the  complaint  is  not  qnes- 
tioned,  but  the  controversy  arises  oyer  the  line  dividing  the 
lands  of  the  parties  and  involves  a  certain  strip  of  land  which 
the  plaintiff  claims  is  within  the  description  of  the  property 
belonging  to  him,  but  which  defendant  insists  is  within  the 
bonndaries  of  his  lands. 

It  is  also  chained,  by  appropriate  averments,  that  on  the 
ninth  day  of  May,  1901,  the  defendant  committed  a  trespass, 
in  si  mrmisy  upon  said  property  of  plaintiff,  and  that  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  May,  1901,  he  likewise  entered  upon  the 
property  in  dispute,  and  ^'maliciously  tore  down  and  de- 
stroyed the  fence  belonging  to  said  plaintiff  along  the  north 
and  east  sides  of  said  plaintiff's  land  for  a  distance  of  about 
one  mile."  It  is  charged  that  by  reason  of  the  trespass  first 
aUegedy  the  plaintiff  suffered  damage  in  the  sum  of  $2,000, 
and  that  because  of  the  alleged  destruction  of  the  fence  be 
was  damaged  in  the  sum  of  $100.  Other  damages  are  al- 
leged to  have  been  sustained  in  the  sum  of  $100  and  $200, 
respectively,  for  cutting  down  and  destro3ring  trees  on  plfliir 
tiff's  property  and  by  reason  of  the  alleged  fact  that  througli 
the  destruction  of  the  fence  the  stock  of  plaintiff  was  en- 
abled to  and  did  run  at  large,  etc.  It  is  alleged  that  defend 
ant  claims  some  interest  in  plaintiff's  property  adversely  to 
the  latter.    The  complaint  is  unverified. 

The  answer  denies  the  allegations  of  the  complaint,  both  as 
to  plaintiff's  ownership  of  the  certain  strip  or  portion  of  the 
land  referred  to  and  as  to  the  damages  claimed.  The  ques- 
tion presented  by  the  pleadings,  aside  from  the  incidental 
question  of  damages,  is  as  to  the  ownership  of  said  strip  of 
land,  approximately  two  chains  in  width  and  something  like 
a  half  mile  long. 

The  plaintiff  was  given  judgment,  quieting  his  title  to  the 
strip  of  land  in  controversy  and  awarding  him  damages  in  the 
som  of  $200 — $100  for  the  destruction  of  the  fence  as  alleged, 
and  $100  for  the  alleged  injury  suffered  by  plaintiff  through 
the  running  at  large  of  plaintiff's  stock,  in  consequence  of 
the  alleged  destruction  of  the  fence  and  the  loss  thereby  to 
liini  of  the  value  of  the  pasturage  upon  said  lands.  The 
lait.mentioned  item  of  damages  was,  however,  upon  the  order 
S  Cal.  App.— 21 
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of  the  court  at  the  time  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  was 
made,  remitted  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  judgment,  so  far  as 
it  affected  damages,  was  reduced  accordingly.  The  conclu- 
sion of  the  court  was,  as  the  findings  of  fact  and  judgment 
show,  that  the  plaintiff's  contention  as  to  the  location  of 
the  line  between  the  lands  of  the  parties  was  sustained  by 
the  evidence.  The  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  and  order 
denying  a  new  trial. 

1.  Appellant  contends  that  the  evidence  is  insufficient  to 
support  the  findings  of  the  court,  and  specifies  the  particulars 
in  which  the  evidence,  according  to  his  view,  sustains  his 
position.  There  appears  from  the  record  some  conflict  in 
the  evidence  relative  to  the  disputed  line  dividing  the  re- 
spective properties  of  the  parties.  There  is  seldom  presented 
to  the  appellate  court  a  record  on  appeal  of  which  the  same 
thing  may  not  be  said  where  the  sufficiency  of  the  proof  of 
the  ultimate  fact  is  challenged.  But  we  think  the  evidence 
as  shown  here  fully  sustains  all  the  material  findings,  from 
which  the  judgment  derives  ample  support  to  uphold  it. 

While  it  could  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  consider  the 
evidence  in  detail,  in  view  of  our  opinion  as  already  expressed 
that  it  fully  justifies  the  findings  of  the  court  upon  all  the 
essential  propositions  in  the  case,  it  may  be  well  to  explain 
the  exact  point  of  difference  between  the  parties  and  make 
a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  bearing  upon  that  point  as 
established  by  the  evidence.  The  lands  of  the  appellant  are 
situated  without  the  exterior  boundaries  of  the  grant  known 
as  the  "Rancho  Came  Humana,"  near  Calistoga,  Napa 
county,  while  the  lands  of  the  respondent  are  located  within 
the  boundaries  thereof.  In  the  determination  of  the  ulti- 
mate fact  it  became  necessary  to  locate  through  the  evidence 
the  eastern  boundary  line  of  said  ranch  as  made  by  certain 
early  surveys.  The  respondent  contends,  of  course,  that  the 
strip  of  land  in  dispute  is  embraced  within  the  boundary 
line  of  said  rancho,  while  the  appellant  claims  that  it  is  not, 
and  the  whole  controversy  finally  hinges  upon  and  is  reduced 
to  the  determination  of  the  location  of  what  is  known  as 
"Corner  51."  This  corner  was  thus  desiojnated  by  one  Tracy, 
a  surveyor,  who  surveyed  the  rancho  in  the  early  sixties,  and 
was  thereafter  designated  as  *' Corner  82''  by  one  T.  J.  De- 
woody,  a  surveyor,  who,  in  the  month  of  February,  1867,  and 
in  ths  month  of  August,  18G8,  surveyed  the  rancho^  and 
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which  survey  so  made  by  him  was  subsequently  confirmed 
by  the  United  States  district  court,  and  contains  a  full  de- 
scription of  the  boundary  lines  of  said  rancbo.  In  the  year 
1886  and  again  in  the  year  1887,  one  O.  H.  Buckman,  a 
surveyor  and  civil  engineer,  surveyed,  at  the  request  of  the 
plaintiff,  a  portion  of  the  land  of  the  latter  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  the  location  of  the  line,  and  at  the  trial  tes- 
tified that  he  "ran  the  north  line  of  Lot  5,  a  part  of  the  line 
of  the  Bancho  Came  Humana,  and  some  of  the  lines  of  the 
government  surveys  adjoining.  One  of  the  corners  of  the 
rancho  is  on  the  line  of  Mr.  Manuel,  commonly  called  Comer 
61  of  the  Tracy  survey."  He  said  that  he  was  familiar 
with  the  field-notes  of  the  "Tracy  survey  of  the  Came 
Humana  Bancho  as  affecting  Corner  51,  and  also  with  the 
field-notes  of  the  Dewoody  survey"  of  said  rancho,  and  that, 
according  to  the  field-notes  of  those  surveys  there  was  no 
change  made  in  the  Dewoody  survey  and  corners  50  and  51. 
There  was  other  evidence  to  this  point.  The  plaintiff  testified 
that  he  built  a  fence  on  the  line  made  by  Buckman  a  short 
time  after  the  latter  made  his  survey,  and  that  the  same  re- 
mained on  that  line  until  destroyed  by  defendant  a  short 
time  prior  to  the  institution  of  this  suit.  There  were  other 
witnesses  who  corroborated  the  testimony  thus  given  on  behalf 
of  plaintiff.  There  was  also  admitted  in  evidence  a  written 
agreement,  made  in  February,  1884,  and  to  which  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant,  and  Ephraim  and  T.  A.  Light  (the  lat- 
ter owning  lands  adjoining  those  of  the  former)  were  parties, 
which  stipulated  as  to  the  correct  location  of  "Comer  51." 
There  is  some  testimony  directly  tending  to  show  that  the 
line  as  contended  for  by  plaintiff  was  consistent  with  the 
number  of  acres  embraced  within  his  lands,  as  described 
by  metes  and  bounds — ^that  is  to  say,  that,  including  the  strip 
of  land  in  dispute  in  the  computation  of  the  number  of  acres 
embraced  within  the  description  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
plaintiff,  the  latter  would  only  have  the  number  of  acres  to 
which  he  was  entitled.  On  behalf  of  defendant  there  was 
evidence  contradictory  of  that  given  for  plaintiff.  Wallace, 
a  civil  engineer,  testified  to  having  made  a  survey  of  the  dis- 
puted line  of  the  rancho  a  short  time  previous  to  the  trial 
of  this  action.  His  testimony,  as  well  as  that  of  one  Lillie, 
who  stated  that  he  was  then  engaged  in  the  business  of  a 
carpenter  but  had  studied  and  had  had  some  experience  in 
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Bonreyingy  was,  as  to  the  location  of  the  grant  line  and  ''Cor- 
ner 51/'  opposed  to  that  given  for  plaintiff.  There  was  also 
testimony  given  by  neighbors  and  old  settlers  in  the  locality 
of  the  lands  of  the  parties  tending  to  oorroborate  the  tes- 
timony of  the  surveyors  thus  testifying  for  the  defendant. 
The  evidence,  so  far  as  sach  a  proposition  may  be  determined 
from  the  bare  record,  seems  to  greatly  preponderate  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff's  contention.  It  was,  however,  as  is  weU  un- 
derstood, for  the  conrt  below  to  pass  upon  the  weight  and 
probative  force  of  the  evidence,  and,  having  done  so,  and 
made  its  findings  accordingly  ui>on  evidence  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify them,  its  conclusions  are  beyond  onr  power  to  disturb. 
2.  The  appellant  complains  of  a  large  number  of  aUeged 
errors  in  the  rulings  of  the  court  on  the  admission  and  rejec- 
tion of  testimony.  There  are  only  a  few  of  these  which  we 
think  justify  special  notice.  The  plaintiff  testified  to  hav- 
ing employed  surveyor  Buckman  to  run  some  lines  for  him 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  proper  line  of  division 
between  his  lands  and  those  of  the  defendant  The  witness 
stated  that  he  was  present  when  Buckman  made  the  surv^, 
and  confined  his  testimony  to  the  fact  of  the  emplo3rment 
of  Buckman  and  what  the  latter  had  done  in  the  matter  of 
marking  the  comers,  etc.,  as  established  by  said  survey. 
Upoti  cross-examination  the  witness  was  asked  if  Buckman 
was  '*the  only  surveyor  who  surveyed  that  land  for  you,  and 
who  ran  the  lines  you  have  testified  tof "  An  objection  that 
the  question  was  not  cross-examination  was  sustained.  The 
witness  had  not  been  questioned  on  his  examination-in-chief 
as  to  any  other  survey  having  been  made  at  his  request  than 
the  one  concerning  which  he  testified.  We  can  understand 
how  such  a  question,  if  its  purpose  is  the  impeachment  of 
the  witness,  or  laying  the  foundation  therefor,  might  be 
proper  on  cross-examination;  but  the  question  here  was  not 
in  form  to  imply  any  such  purpose.  If  the  defendant  deemed 
it  important  to  show  that  the  witness  had  caused  other  sur- 
veys to  be  made  than  the  one  to  which  he  testified  in  chief 
he  was  not  at  liberty  to  do  so  by  making  the  plaintiff  his  own 
witness  before  the  latter  had  closed  his  case.  He  could  have 
called  him  for  that  purpose,  had  he  desired  to  do  so,  upon 
the  presentation  of  his  defense.  Counsel  declares  that  a 
more  pertinent  question  could  not  have  been  asked  in  cross- 
examination  of  tne  witness  in  view  of  his  direct  testimony. 
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It  is  true  that  the  right  of  cross-examination  should  be  given 
considerable  latitude  or  not  be  restricted  where  it  is  apparent 
that  it  will  accomplish  some  important  purpose  and  is  not 
carried  beyond  the  scope  of  the  examination-in-chief.  The 
power  of  cross-examination  is  one  of  the  most  ef3cacious 
weai)ons  with  which  truth  may  be  pursued  and  discovered. 
The  law,  it  must  be  admitted,  has  contrived  no  other  method 
or  test  so  productive  of  that  result.  Trial  courts,  therefore, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  discretion  committed  to  them  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  cross-examination,  should,  for  the  sake  of  the 
discovery  of  the  truth  of  a  disputed  fact,  give  it  full  range 
for  that  purpose,  and  yet  the  discretion  of  which  we  speak 
should  never  be  abused,  or  given  such  elasticity  as  to  permit 
an  adversary  party  to  prove  his  own  case  under  the  guise  of 
cross-examination,  by  thus  propounding  questions  which  are 
neither  directly  nor  collaterally  related  to  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  original  examination.  The  truth  sought  by  a  cross* 
examination  must,  of  course,  be  in  respect  of  and  limited  to 
the  material  matters  to  which  the  witness  has  testified  in  chief, 
and  when  such  examination  transcends  that  limitation  and 
purpose,  it  ceases  to  be  cross-examination.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear what  defendant's  purpose  was  in  asking  the  question, 
but  whatever  its  purpose,  the  form  in  which  it  was  put  ren- 
dered it,  in  our  opinion,  not  pertinent  cross-examination,  and 
the  eourt's  ruling  thereon  was  not  erroneous. 

3.  The  written  agreement  to  which  we  have  referred  as 
having  been  entered  into  by  and  between  the  plaintiff,  the 
defendant  and  the  Lights,  and  which  was  received  in  evi- 
dence, was  objected  to  by  appellant  because  it  had  been  al- 
tered in  some  respects.  The  instrument  upon  its  face  pre- 
sented evidence  of  having  been  at  some  time  altered  after 
it  was  written.  This  objection  having  been  made,  the  burden 
was  upon  plaintiff  to  explain  or  account  for  such  alterations, 
if  th^  involved  a  part  thereof  material  to  the  question  in 
dispute.  (Code  Civ.  Proc.,  sec.  1982.)  The  plaintiff  was, 
therefore,  questioned  as  to  the  alterations,  and  testified  that 
the  name  *'Dewoody"  had  been  inadvertently  and  unnec- 
essarily written  in  the  agreement  twice,  and  that  the  erasure 
of  the  name  in  one  place  was  made  before  the  agreement  was 
signed.  Plaintiff  also  testified,  and  likewise  his  son,  William 
A.  Manuel,  that  after  the  agreement  was  signed  he  observed 
^A%  the  &rst  figure  of  the  number  ''11,"  inserted  in  said 
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agreement  as  indicative  of  the  dimensions  of  one  of  the 
"witness  trees,"  had  been  written  in  such  manner  as  to  give 
it  the  appearance  of  a  figure  "4/'  which  would  have  made 
the  number  read  "41"  instead  of  "11."  The  son  of  plain- 
tiff, upon  discovering  the  apparent  mistake,  changed  the 
figure  so  that  it  conformed,  as  he  declared,  to  what  it  was 
intended  to  be  and  what  was  understood  to  be  the  dimensions 
of  the  tree  by  the  parties  when  the  agreement  was  executed. 
The  location  of  the  tree  was  definitely  fixed  in  the  agreement 
by  descriptive  reference  to  other  monuments  and  its  distance 
therefrom,  and  was  marked  "B.  T."  by  the  parties,  so  that, 
whatever  might  have  been  its  dimensions,  it  was  thus  clearly 
capable  of  identification  as  the  "witness  tree"  to  which  the 
parties  had  reference  when  making  the  agreement.  This 
erasure  was,  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  immaterial.  The  other 
erasure  was,  as  observed,  shown  to  have  been  made  previous 
to  the  signing  of  the  agreement  and  in  any  event  immateriaL 
No  attempt  was  made  by  the  defendant  to  contradict  the 
explanation  of  the  erasures  by  plaintiff  until  the  defendant 
took  the  stand  in  his  own  behalf.  He  said  that  all  the  eras- 
ures were  made  subsequent  to  the  signing  of  the  instrument 
But  the  proper  time  for  him  to  have  offered  this  testimony 
upon  the  point  was  when  the  question  of  the  admissibility 
of  the  document  was  before  the  court  for  determination.  And 
even  so,  the  court's  conclusion  from  the  evidence  upon  that 
issue  would  be  binding  here,  unless,  of  course,  it  appeared 
that  it  was  admitted  by  the  plaintiff  that  he  had  without 
the  consent  of  the  other  parties  altered  the  agreement  in  some 
part  material  to  the  question  in  controversy  subsequent  to 
the  execution  of  the  instrument,  or  the  evidence  accounting 
for  material  alterations  was  such  as  to  enable  us  to  say  that, 
as  a  question  of  law,  it  would  not  support  the  conclusion 
of  the  court. 

4.  The  witness  Doda  was  permitted,  over  an.  objection  by 
defendant,  to  state  that  during  a  conversation  with  appel- 
lant the  latter,  at  a  time  when  the  fence  built  by  respondent 
was  still  intact,  said  that  he  (appellant)  had  all  the  land  that 
belonged  to  him.  The  deduction  from  this  statement  by  ap- 
pellant was  that  the  fence  constructed  by  respondent  was, 
under  appellant's  belief,  then  on  the  correct  dividing  line  of 
the  lands  of  the  parties.  The  evidence  while,  of  course,  fur- 
nishing only  a  circumstance  and  is  not  conclusive  upon  the 
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point  to  which  it  related,  was  undoubtedly  admissible  as  a 
declaration  against  the  interest  of  the  defendant.  (Code  Civ. 
Proc,  sec.  1870,  subd.  2.) 

5.  Nor  was  error  committed  in  the  refusal  of  the  court  to 
admit  in  evidence  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  notice  served  on 
the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant  through  one  Scott,  then  a  con- 
stable, commanding  the  respondent  to  restore  a  fence,  charged 
to  have  been  removed  by  him,  to  *'its  proper  place.  *'  The  no- 
tice was  signed  by  the  defendant  and  a  certificate  attached  to 
it  by  Scott,  setting  forth  that  the  same  had  been  served  by  him 
on  the  plaintiff.  The  testimony  disclosed  the  fact  that  Scott 
had  died  previously  to  the  time  of  the  trial.  If  the  notice 
was  proper  testimony  for  any  purpose,  the  document  was 
nevertheless  inadmissible.  The  service  of  the  notice  was  not 
an  act  within  the  constable's  official  duties  under  the  law, 
and  his  purported  certificate  was  not  even  prima  facie  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  of  service.  This  document  was  shown  to 
the  plaintiff  when  he  was  on  the  witness-stand  and  he  denied 
that  he  had  ever  been  served  by  anyone  with  such  a  notice. 
It  was  then  that  it  was  offered  in  evidence  by  counsel  for  ap- 
pellant. The  court's  ruling  excluding  the  alleged  notice  was 
proper. 

6.  There  appears  in  the  transcript  certain  affidavits  of  de- 
fendant, his  son,  Thomas  Plynn,  and  RoUo  Pay,  deputy  re- 
corder of  Napa  county,  which  affidavits,  it  is  claimed  in  the 
briefs  of  appellant,  were  used  on  the  hearing  of  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial.  The  affidavit  of  defendant  is  to  the  effect 
that  he  was  surprised  at  the  testimony  given  for  the  plaintiff 
of  some  of  the  witnesses;  that  he  did  not  anticipate  such 
testimony  and  was,  therefore,  unprepared  to  meet  it  at  the 
trial,  and  alleged  that  if  a  new  trial  were  granted  he  could 
produce  evidence  to  contradict  it,  etc.  The  other  affidavits 
set  forth  facts  in  opposition  to  those  testified  to  by  said  wit- 
nesses which  affiants  deposed  that  they  would  give  in  evi- 
dence upon  another  trial  of  the  cause.  These  affidavits  are 
not  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions,  but  counsel  claim 
that  they  can  nevertheless  be  considered  on  this  appeal,  be- 
cause of  a  stipulation  entered  into  between  the  attorneys 
representing  both  parties,  to  the  effect  '*that  the  foregoing 
printed  pages  shall  constitute  the  Transcript  on  Appeal  in 
tbe  above-^^^Hled  cause,  and  that  the  appeals  may  be  heard 
thereon,''  and  'Hhat  the  papers  therein  mentioned  are  cor- 
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rect  copies  of  the  originals  on  file  in  the  Superior  Court  of 
Napa  County^  with  the  endorsements  of  the  dates  of  filing 
the  same,"  etc.  Said  stipulation  appears  in  the  transcript 
but  not  in  the  statement  or  in  a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  is 
signed  by  the  attorneys  for  appellant  and  the  attorney  who 
tried  the  case  for  respondent  and  who  has  died  since  the 
taking  of  the  appeal.  (The  present  attorneys  for  respondent 
were  thereafter  substituted  for  and  in  the  place  of  the  de- 
ceased lawyer.)  It  is  not  clear  that  the  stipulation  includes 
the  afQdavits  mentioned.  But  whether  it  does  or  not,  we 
think  that  under  the  rule  of  this  court  and  the  decisions, 
the  affidavits,  not  being  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions 
and  therefore  not  authenticated  as  required  by  rule  XXIX 
of  this  court,  cannot  be  considered  on  this  appeal. 

In  Melde  v.  Reynolds,  120  CaL  237,  [52  Pac.  491],  there 
appeared  in  the  transcript  certain  affidavits  upon  which  was 
indorsed  the  following:  ''Affidavits  of  ...  .  used  on  hearing 
of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  John  Hunt,  Judge."  These 
affidavits  were  not  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions  and 
authenticated  as  required  by  rule  XXIX  of  the  court, 
and  it  was  held  that  they  could  not  for  that  reason  be  con- 
sidered on  appeal.  The  court  says:  ''When  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial  is  made  upon  the  ground  of  accident  or  surprise,  it 
must  be  made  upon  affidavits  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  658} ; 
but  whether  an  affidavit  was  'used  on  the  hearing'  can  be 
determined  only  by  the  judge  before  whom  the  hearing  was 
had,  and  as  there  is  no  other  mode  provided  by  law  for  au- 
thenticating the  affidavits  which  may  be  used  on  the  hear- 
ing of  the  motion,  under  Rule  XXIX,  they  cannot  be  con- 
sidered on  the  appeal  unless  they  are  incorporated  into  a 
bill  of  exceptions.  (Citing  Herrlich  v.  McDonald^  80  Cal. 
472,  [22  Pac.  299] ;  Van  Olahn  v.  Brennan,  81  Cal.  261,  [22 
Pao.  696];  Spreckels  v.  SpreckeU,  114  Cal.  60,  [45  Pac. 
1022],  See,  also,  Skinner  v.  Horn,  144  Cal.  279,  [77  Pac. 
904].}  A  bill  of  exceptions,  settled  as  directed  by  section  651 
of  liie  Code  of  Civil  ProcedurOi  would  contain  all  the  affidavits 
upon  which  the  judge  acted  in  making  the  order,  but  the 
indorsement  by  him  upon  certain  affidavits  that  they  were 
used  at  the  hearing  of  the  motion  does  not  make  them  the 
record  of  the  papers  upon  which  the  motion  was  heard,  since 
it  does  not  appear  thereby  that  these  were  all  the  papers 
used  at  the  hearing."    (Citing  Shain  y.  Eikerenkoiter,  88 
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Gal.  13,  [25  Pac.  966].  See,  also,  San  Diego  8av.  Bank  v. 
OoodseU,  137  Cal.  420,  [70  Pac.  299],  et  seq.)  In  that  case, 
it  is  to  be  noticed,  even  the  indorsement  upon  the  afSdavits 
by  the  judge  who  heard  the  motion  that  they  had  been  used 
on  the  hearing,  they  not  having  been  incorporated  in  a  bill 
of  exceptions,  is  held  to  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  rule.  Certainly,  where,  as  here,  there  is  noth- 
ing more  than  the  mere  stipulation  of  the  attorneys  showing 
that  they  had  been  so  used  could  not  authorize  their  con- 
sideration upon  appeal.  Moreover,  it  does  not  thereby  or 
otherwise  appear  that  they  constituted  all  the  affidavits  and 
papers  used  on  the  hearing. 

We  find  no  error  in  the  record  prejudicial  to  the  defend- 
ant 

Judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Bumetty  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[Grim.  No.  51.    Second  AppeUate  Distriet.— Aprfl  S,  1907.] 
THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  JOHN  WHITE,  Appellant. 

CailONAL  Law— BOBBBBY— SUFPOBT  GW  VBBDIOT— OONFUOTING  EVTOBNCB 

— ^FoBCB  AND  Fear. — ^Upon  a  prosecution  for  robbery,  where  the 
evidence  is  conflicting  as  to  the  identity  of  the  defendant,  the  jury 
are  the  sole  judges  of  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  and  the 
weight  of  the  conflicting  evidence;  and  where  the  complainant's 
description  of  the  occurrence  up  to  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  her 
purse  to  her  assailant  shows  that  it  was  delivered  through  force 
and  fear,  the  taking  involved  the  crime  of  larceny,  but  embodies 
every  element  of  the  crime  of  robbery. 

Id. — ^MonvB— BoBBEBT  AND  Bapi — ^iNSTBuonoN — Pbssttmption. — Where 
the  evidence  indicates  a  motive  and  intent  to  commit  both  robbery 
and  rape,  and  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  the  assault  was 
for  the  purpose  of  rape,  and  if  there  was  no  intent  to  rob,  and  no 
taking  of  the  purse  by  force  or  fear,  the  defendant  should  be  ac- 
quitted, it  must  be  presumed  that  the  jury  did  its  duty  in  heeding 
the  instruction. 

Ift« — Questions  or  Fact — Conclusivb  DEnsMn^ATioN. — The  eredibilily 
of  the  complaining  witness  and  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence, 
and  also  what  intent  and  motive  were  established  by  the  evidence 
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were  questions  of  fact;  which  were  conclusively  determined  by  the 
superior  court  in  denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and  cannot 
be  considered  by  the  appellate  court. 

Id. — INSTEUCTIONS   NOT    CONPLICTINO  AS   TO   INTBNT   AND   MOTIVB. — The 

instruction  dealing  with  the  hypothesis  of  intent  to  commit  rape 
without  intent  to  rob  did  not  conflict  with  another  instruction  deal- 
ing with  the  hypothesis  of  robbery,  notwithstanding  an  assault  may 
have  been  made  for  some  other  purpose  or  motive. 

Id. — ^INAPPLICABLB  BEQUESTS. — ^Instructions  given  to  the  jury  must 
always  be  adapted  to  the  evidence  and  circumstances  of  the  case 
on  trial,  and  requests  for  instructions  by  the  defendant  which  were 
inapplicable  thereto  were  properly  refused. 

Id. — Impropee  Remark  by  District  Attorney — Statement  Outsidx 
OF  Record — Question  not  Presented  to  Trial  Court. — An  im- 
proper remark  by  the  district  attorney  as  to  matter  outside  of  the 
record  is  not  ground  of  reversal,  where  the  attention  of  the  court 
was  not  called  to  the  matter  at  the  time,  and  no  opportunity  wan 
given  to  the  trial  court  to  correct  the  abuse,  where  the  effect  of 
the  remark  could  have  been  removed  by  an  instruction  to  the  jury 
to  disregard  it. 

Id. — Failure  to  Request  Instructions. — The  failure  of  the  court  to 
instruct  the  jury  upon  any  proposition  deemed  essential  by  the  de- 
fendant is  not  to  be  regarded  as  error  unless  the  defendant  made 
a  request  for  said  instruction. 

Id. — Criminal  Peoposal  by  Dependant  to  Prosecutrix — ^Written 
Statement — Right  op  Cross-examination  not  Invaded. — The 
fact  that  the  prosecutrix  was  allowed  to  give  a  written  rather  than 
an  oral  statement  of  a  criminal  proposal  made  to  her  by  the  de- 
fendant at  the  time  of  the  assault  was  not  an  invasion  of  the  right 
of  cross-examination. 

lb. — ^DouBiJS  View  op  Premises — Absence  op  Judge— Waiver  of  Ob- 
jection.— The  absence  of  the  judge  from  a  first  view  by  the  jury 
of  the  premises  where  the  alleged  robbery  was  committed  was  erro- 
neous, but  where  the  jury  was  properly  instructed  and  there  was 
no  timely  objection  to  his  absence,  and  where  the  judge  fully  in- 
■tructed  the  jury  to  disregard  all  impressions  received  upon  the  first 
view,  and  another  view  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  judge 
without  objection,  there  was  no  ground  for  granting  a  new  trial 
hj  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  judge  during  the  first  view. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superiop  Court  of  Lob 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
B.  N.  Smithy  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
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H.  H.  Appel,  and  P.  R.  Robertson,  for  Appellant. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  J.  Charles  Jones^  for 
Respondent. 

TAGQART,  J. — ^Defendant  was  informed  against  for  the 
crime  of  robbery.  Prom  a  judgment  of  conviction  in  the 
superior  court,  and  an  order  of  that  court  denying  his  motion 
for  a  new  trial,  he  appealed  to  the  supreme  court.  This  ap- 
peal was  regularly  transferred  to  this  court  for  hearing  and 
decision. 

The  evidence  of  the  commission  of  the  crime  rests  almost 
entirely  upon  the  testimony  of  the  complaining  witness.  The 
defense  relies  upon  an  alibi  and  the  insuiBciency  of  the 
identification  of  the  defendant. 

As  the  complaining  witness  was  returning  to  her  home 
about  half-past  10  o'clock  on  the  night  of  June  18,  1902,  a 
man  stepped  in  front  of  her.  She  stopped,  threw  up  her 
hands  and  he  struck  her  with  a  rock.  She  screamed,  he  told 
her  to  **shut  up,"  put  his  arm  around  her  neck  and  struck 
her  in  the  mouth  with  his  fist.  She  kept  screaming  and  he 
kept  "beating"  her.  They  both  fell  down,  he  on  his  knees 
and  she  on  her  back  on  the  sidewalk.  He  kept  pounding  her 
in  the  face  and  she  begged  him  to  let  her  up.  At  last  he 
"loosened  up  a  little"  on  her  and  she  said,  "Do  you  want 
my  money!"  and  he  said,  "Where  is  it!"  She  said,  "It's 
in  my  pocket."  He  said,  "Give  it  to  me."  ...  He  kept  say- 
ing, "Give  it  to  me."  "So,"  says  the  witness,  "I  twisted 
myself  in  shape  that  I  got  the  pocketbook,  and  he  took  it." 

After  another  effort  to  scream,  followed  by  further  beat- 
ing, the  man  made  a  proposal  to  her  which  she  characterized 
as  the  "worst  proposal  a  man  can  make  to  a  woman."  This 
statement  was  stricken  out  on  motion  of  defendant.  The 
witness  then  further  testified  that  she  was  dragged  through 
an  opening  in  a  billboard  to  a  sandbank  near  the  river,  an 
effort  was  made  by  her  assailant  to  tear  her  clothing  from 
her,  the  undoing  of  his  own  clothing  by  the  man,  and  other 
preparations  made  by  him  tending  to  show  an  attempt  to 
commit  rape.  The  witness  described  the  face  and  dress  of 
the  man  with  much  particularity  of  detail  and  attributed  her 
ability  to  do  this  to  the  location  of  certain  lights  and  to  the 
fact  tiiat  while  she  had  been  held  down  on  the  ground,  an  eleo- 
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trie  headlight  on  a  passing  street-car  had  shone  upon  the  man's 
face  and  clothing  in  such  a  manner  aa  to  enable  her  to  see 
him  with  great  distinctness. 

The  ** proposal"  spoken  of  was  not  introduced  upon  the 
direct  examination  of  the  witness.  Defendant  demanded  that 
the  prosecution  be  required  to  disclose  the  language  of  this 
proposal  aa  part  of  the  transaction,  and  excepted  to  the  re- 
fusal of  the  court  to  require  this  to  be  done.  On  cross-ex- 
amination the  witness  requested  to  be  relieved  from  using 
the  language  of  the  proposal,  and  waa  permitted,  with  con- 
sent of  defendant's  attorney,  to  write  it  on  a  piece  of  paper. 
It  was  a  solicitation  of  sexual  intercourse.  It  does  not  clearly 
appear  from  the  record  how  or  when  (if  at  all)  thia  language 
was  disclosed  to  the  jury.  The  suggestion  was  made  by  the 
district  attorney  that  tiie  writing  be  submitted  to  counsel 
and  jury,  but  it  does  not  afSrmatively  appear  that  thia  was 
done. 

It  is  urged  that  the  verdict  is  contrary  to  the  evidence  be- 
cause, among  other  things,  the  condition  of  the  lights  at  the 
scene  of  the  crime  were  such  that  it  was  improbable  that  the 
complaining  witness  could  have  seen  her  assailant  with  suffi- 
cient clearness  to  be  able  to  identify  him.  Beside  the  cross- 
examination  of  the  complainant  in  this  regard,  the  record 
shows  many  pages  of  testimony  disclosing  the  results  of 
various  experiments  made  by  different  persons  at  the  place 
where  the  offense  was  consummated  to  test  the  effect  of  the 
lights  mentioned  in  complainant's  testimony.  The  testimony 
introduced  by  the  defendant  tended  to  establish  a  condi- 
tion of  darkness,  and  that  of  the  prosecution  one  of  light 
The  jury  resolved  these  contradictory  opinions  in  favor  of 
the  truthfulness  of  complainant's  story,  and  they  were  the 
sole  judges  of  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  and  of  the 
weight  of  such  conflicting  evidence. 

It  is  also  contended  that  the  motive  and  intent  shown  by 
the  evidence  indicated  rape  rather  than  robbery,  that  no 
taking  was  proven  and,  conceding  a  larceny  waa  established, 
that  it  was  not  accompanied  by  sufficient  force  to  constitute 
robbery.  The  complainant's  description  of  the  occurrence 
up  to  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  her  purse  to  her  assailant 
embodies  every  element  of  the  crime  of  robbery.  Force  and 
fear  were  both  present,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  distinguish 
those  eases  discussing  the  violence  of  the  force  used. 
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Motive  and  intent  to  commit  both  robbery  and  rape  appear 
from  the  evidence.  In  order  that  evidence  of  the  latter  might 
not  induce  the  jury  to  find  the  defendant  guilty  of  the  former, 
merely  because  robbery  was  the  crime  charged  in  the  informa- 
tion, the  court  gave  the  instruction  marked  ^'XXX."  The 
jury  were  thereby  informed  that,  if  the  assault  was  for  the 
purpose  of  rape  and  there  was  no  intent  to  rob,  and  no  taking 
of  the  purse  by  either  force  or  fear,  the  defendant  should 
be  acquitted.  It  must  be  presumed  that  the  jury  did  its  duty 
and  obeyed  this  instruction  of  the  court. 

The  questions  of  the  credibility  of  the  complaining  witness 
and  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence,  so  extensively  pre- 
sented by  appellant  in  his  brief,  were  ultimately  and  con- 
clusively determined  by  the  superior  court  when  it  denied 
his  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and  cannot  be  considered  by  this 
court.  What  intent  and  motive  were  established  by  the  evi- 
dence were  also  questions  of  fact  and  were  included  in  that 
determination. 

The  effect  of  instruction  XXX  as  to  intent  with  which  the 
crime  was  committed  was  not  neutralized  by  the  giving  of 
the  last  instruction  (not  numbered)  by  the  court  The  lat- 
ter instruction  is  in  the  following  language: 

''The  court  instructs  the  jury  that,  if  you  believe  from 
the  evidence,  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  that  the  personal 
property  mentioned  in  the  information  was  in  the  possession 
of  the  witness  Eate  A.  Dripps,  and  that  the  defendant  by 
the  use  of  force  and  violence  upon  the  person  of  said  Eate 
A.  Dripps,  or  by  putting  her  in  fear,  compelled  her,  against 
her  will,  to  deliver  to  him  the  said  personal  property,  or  any 
part  thereof,  mentioned  in  the  information,  from  her  per- 
son, or  immediate  presence,  as  charged  in  the  information, 
and  that  defendant  then  and  there  took  and  received  said 
personal  property  from  said  Eate  A.  Dripps,  under  such 
circumstances  and  by  such  means,  then  the  defendant  would 
be  guilty  of  robbery,  even  though  you  may  further  believe 
from  the  evidence  that  the  defendant  may  have  attacked  the 
said  Eate  A.  Dripps  (if  you  believe  from  the  evidence  that 
he  did  attack  her)  for  some  other  purpose  or  motive." 

If,  as  contended  by  appellant,  the  jury  were  advised  by 
this  instruction  that  a  felonious  intent  to  take  the  personal 
property  mentioned  in  the  information  was  not  necessary  to 
constitute  the  crime  of  robbery,  then  it  would  have  been 
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an  erroneous  statement  of  the  law,  but  we  do  not  think  this 
a  necessary  or  proper  construction  of  the  language  used  by 
the  court.  The  moving  intent  was  evidenced  by  the  acts  of 
the  party  and  the  presumption  of  law  that  he  intended  the 
ordinary  consequences  of  his  acts.  (Pen.  Code,  sec.  20 ;  Code 
Civ.  Proc.,  sees.  1962,  1963.)  This  attached  successively  to 
each  act  as  done  regardless  of  the  original  intent. 

The  last  instruction  given  is  not  in  conflict  with  instruc- 
tion XXX.  By  the  latter  instruction  (XXX)  the  jury  were 
told  that  if  the  assault  was  not  made  ''for  the  purpose  of 
committing  the  crime  of  robbery,  and  that  the  person  who 
assaulted  Mrs.  Dripps  did  not  intend  to  rob  her/'  and  did 
no  act  in  connection  with  the  assault  from  which  an  intent 
to  commit  the  crime  of  robbery  could  be  inferred,  then  they 
should  acquit  the  defendant.  One  instruction  deals  with  an 
hypothesis  in  which  no  element  of  robbery  was  present  at 
any  time  in  the  transaction.  The  other  with  a  transaction  in 
which  the  original  attack  was  made  with  the  intent  to  do 
something  else,  but  the  later  acts  in  which  justified  the  in- 
ference of  an  intent  to  commit  the  crime  of  robbery. 

Appellant  contends  that  the  court  should  have  instructed 
the  jury  in  regard  to  three  matters  upon  its  own  motion,  to 
wit:  The  effect  of  evidence  tending  to  show  intoxication  in 
respect  to  the  motive  or  intent  with  which  an  act  was  done; 
the  definition  of  the  word  **fear"  as  given  by  section  212  of 
the  Penal  Code;  and  the  definition  of  the  word  ''robbery" 
as  distinguished  from  grand  larceny;  and  the  failure  to  do 
so  is  assigned  as  error.  A  consideration  of  the  last  proposi 
tion  includes  the  same  question  of  law  arising  from  the 
failure  of  the  trial  court  to  give  an  instruction  as  to  the 
"lesser  offenses"  included  in  the  crime  of  robbery  (instruc- 
tion XIV),  at  the  request  of  the  appellant. 

Instructions  given  to  the  jury  must  always  be  adapted  to 
the  evidence  and  circumstances  of  the  case  on  trial.  The 
whole  defense  rested  upon  the  theory  that  defendant  was 
perfectly  sober.  He  staked  his  case  upon  the  fact  that  he 
was  not  there.  So  there  is  nothing  in  his  case  to  justify  an 
instruction  upon  the  question  of  intoxication.  The  case  for 
the  prosecution  did  not  rest  upon  the  intoxication  of  the 
defendant  to  establish  motive.  It  did  not  rely  upon  fear  alone 
to  show  a  robbery,  but  force  and  fear  combined.  There  was 
no  element  of  stealth  in  the  taking  proven,  and  nothing  in 
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the  evidence  to  require  the  court  of  its  own  motion  to  dis- 
tinguish robbery  and  grand  larceny.  This  case  is  one  of 
the  class  in  the  mind  of  the  court,  when  the  opinion  in  the 
case  of  People  v.  Church,  116  Cal.  303,  [48  Pac.  125],  was 
written,  and  the  following  language  nsed:  "Many  cases  of 
robbery  may  be  disclosed  by  the  evidence  where  the  trial 
court  would  be  justified  in  refusing  an  instruction  to  the 
effect  that  the  defendant  could  be  convicted  of  grand  larceny. 
Such  cases  would  be  those  where  the  evidence,  without  con- 
tradiction,  indicates  the  offense  to  have  been  accomplished 
by  means  of  force  or  fear.** 

The  statutory  definition  of  the  crime  of  robbery  was  given 
to  the  jury  in  one  of  the  instructions  of  the  court.  That  was 
sufiicient.  The  failure  of  the  trial  court  to  instruct  the  jury 
upon  any  proposition  deemed  essential  by  the  defendant  ia 
not  to  be  regarded  as  error,  unless  he  made  a  request  for 
such  instruction.  (People  v.  Fice,  97  Cal.  460,  [32  Pac. 
531].)  This  has  been  applied  to  an  instruction  as  to  intoxi- 
cation in  the  case  of  People  v.  Oliveria,  127  CaL  381,  [59 
Pac.  772]. 

We  have  considered  defendant's  objections  to  the  instruc- 
tions given  by  the  court,  notwithstanding  the  attorney  gen- 
eral's position  that  they  are  part  of  the  judgment-roll  and  are 
reviewable  only  as  part  of  the  judgment-roll  and  that  the 
record  does  not  disclose  the  judgment  from  which  the  appeal 
was  taken.  It  is  unnecessary  to  determine  the  question  of 
practice  raised,  in  view  of  the  rulings  made  on  the  questions 
of  law,  further  than  to  say  that  we  do  not  adopt  the  views 
of  the  attorney  general  as  applied  to  this  case. 

The  defendant  suffered  no  injury  because  the  court  refused 
to  require  Mrs.  Dripps  to  repeat  to  the  jury  in  open  court 
upon  her  direct  examination  the  proposal  which  she  said  was 
made  to  her  by  her  assailant  The  information  desired  was 
obtained  by  defendant  on  cross-examination  in  answer  to 
his  counsel's  question.  The  response  was  given  to  defend- 
ant's counsel  in  the  manner  requested  by  him,  that  is,  in 
writing,  and  if  it  failed  to  reach  the  jury  it  was  the  defend- 
ant's own  act.  It  cannot  be  presumed  that,  had  he  insisted 
upon  an  oral  response,  and  not  accepted  the  written  one, 
the  court  would  not  have  required  the  witness  to  answer 
him  orally.  No  constitutional  right  of  the  defendant  was 
invaded.    It  is  not  a  constitutional  right  of  the  defendant  to 
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have  the  prosecution  conduct  its  case  in  accordance  with  his 
wishes,  and  there  was  no  interference  with  the  fullest  exer- 
cise of  his  right  of  cross-examination  in  the  case  in  this  con- 
nection. 

The  remarks  of  the  district  attorney  specified  as  error  and 
misconduct  upon  his  part  were  all  within  the  bounds  of 
legitimate  inference  from  the  evidence,  except  one.  The 
statement,  outside  the  record,  ''that  the  shirt  defendant  wore 
the  night  of  the  alleged  assault  had  not  been  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  prosecution,  and  that  it  must  be  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  defendant,"  was  the  statement  of  a  fact  im- 
portant to  the  case  of  the  prosecution  and  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  defendant.  It  would  have  been  reversible  error  had 
the  matter  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  trial  court 
at  the  time  and  that  court  had  refused  to  instruct  the  jury 
to  disregard  the  remark,  but  no  opportunity  was  given  the 
trial  court  to  correct  the  abuse.  It  is  essential,  in  order  that 
such  an  act  shall  be  reviewed  by  this  court,  that  it  shall  first 
be  called  to  the  attention  of  the  court  below  at  the  time,  in 
order  that  the  court  may  so  act  in  the  premises  as,  if  possi- 
ble, to  avoid  the  error  and  prevent  a  mistrial.  (People  v. 
Kramer,  117  Cal.  647,  [49  Pac.  842].)  The  effect  of  such 
a  remark  could  have  been  removed  by  an  instruction  to  the 
jury  to  disregard  it  (People  v.  Shears,  133  CaL  159,  [65 
Pac.  295].) 

The  jury  were  twice  taken  to  view  the  place  where  the 
crime  had  been  committed.  On  both  occasions  the  proper 
safeguards  were  thrown  around  the  jury  and  the  proper 
cautions  and  instructions  were  given,  except  that  on  the 
first  occasion  the  trial  judge  failed  to  accompany  the  jury 
to  the  scene.  Misconduct  of  the  jury  at  the  first  view  was 
claimed  by  defendant,  and  presented,  by  afSdavit,  to  the 
trial  judge  upon  the  motion  for  a  new  trial.  This  showing 
was  met  by  counter  and  conflicting  affidavits  from  the  prose- 
cution, and,  by  its  ruling  on  the  motion,  the  trial  court  as- 
certained the  truth  to  be  with  the  prosecution.  This  was  a 
matter  peculiarly  within  the  province  of  the  judge  who  tried 
the  cause  and  this  court  will  not  disturb  his  finding.  (People 
V.  Bushing,  130  Cal.  449,  [80  Am.  St  Hep.  141,  62  Pao. 
742].) 

The  defendant  did  not  object  to  the  first  view  being  taken 
upon  the  ground  that  the  juiy  were  not  accompanied  by 
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the  judge,  but  after  the  return  of  the  jury  into  the  court  made 
this  the  ground  of  an  exception,  and  asked  the  court  to  have 
the  record  to  show  the  fact  and  his  exception. 

The  learned  judge  who  tried  the  case  recognized  the  error 
committed  by  his  absence  from  the  first  view  and  with  the 
purpose  of  correcting  such  error,  if  possible,  advised  the  jury 
of  the  error  committed,  and  instructed  them  to  disregard 
any  and  all  information  or  impressions  acquired  during  or 
by  reason  of  the  first  view,  and  to  eliminate  ever3i;hing 
seen  or  heard  on  that  occasion  in  the  same  way  that  they 
should  disregard  any  testimony  ordered  stricken  out,  and 
ordered  that  a  second  view  be  taken.  No  tenable  objections 
to  the  proceedings  in  connection  with  the  second  view,  or  ex- 
ceptions to  the  court's  actions  in  relation  thereto,  appear  in 
the  record. 

Appellant  contends  that  it  was  irremedial  error  for  the 
jury,  under  the  instructions  of  the  court,  to  view  the  premises 
without  the  presence  of  the  judge  of  the  court.  That  he  was 
entitled  to  have  the  judge  present  as  a  constitutional  right, 
and  that  his  failure  to  object  cannot  be  construed  as  a  waiver. 
The  attorney  general,  on  the  other  hand,  in  support  of  the 
action  of  the  trial  court,  urges,  first,  that:  A  view  is  not  the 
taking  of  evidence,  neither  is  it  ''the  trial";  therefore,  the 
presence  of  the  judge  is  not  necessary.  Next,  that  if  his 
presence  be  necessary,  his  absence  is  but  an  irregularity 
which  the  defendant  could  and  did  waive.  And  that  the 
jury  were  instructed  to  disregard  the  first  view,  and  the  first 
view  became  merged  into  the  second. 

Whatever  may  the  rule  in  other  jurisdictions,  it  is  clear  that 
the  later  decisions  of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state  are  based 
upon  the  theory  that  in  viewing  the  place  in  which  an  offense 
is  charged  to  have  been  committed,  under  section  1119  of 
the  Penal  Code,  the  jury  is  "receiving  evidence."  (People  v. 
MUner,  122  Cal.  184,  [54  Pac.  833].)  It  was  upon  this  theory 
that  it  was  declared  to  be  error  for  the  jury  to  view  the  place 
in  the  absence  of  the  defendant  in  a  criminal  case.  (People 
V.  Bush,  68  Cal.  623,  [10  Pac.  169] ;  S.  C,  71  Cal.  606,  [12 
Pac.  781].}  It  must  also  be  accepted  as  the  law  of  this  state 
that  the  judge  is  a  component  part  of  the  court,  and  there 
can  be  no  court  without  the  judge.  And  that  a  defendant 
convicted  under  such  circumstances  has  been  deprived  of  his 
liberty  without  due  process  of  law.  (Peopje  v.  lupper,  122 
6  Cal  App.— 22 
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Cal.  424,  [68  Am.  St.  Rep.  44,  55  Pac.  125] ;  People  v.  Blacks 
man,  127  Cal.  248,  p.  251,  [59  Pac.  573] ;  People  v.  Yut  Ling, 
74  Cal.  570,  [16  Pac.  489].) 

The  opinion  in  People  v.  Blackman,  in  so  far  as  it  haa  any 
bearing  on  the  question  here  involved,  relies  upon  the  opin- 
ion in  People  v.  Tupper,  which,  in  turn,  rests  upon  O'Brien  v. 
People,  17  Colo.  561,  [31  Pac.  230] ,  Turbeville  v.  State,  56 
Miss.  793,  and  State  v.  Beuerman,  59  Kan.  586,  [53  Pac.  874]. 

The  Colorado  case  mentioned  {O'Brien  v.  People)  is  ex- 
pressly distinguished,  by  the  justice  writing  the  principal 
opinion  therein,  from  one  in  which  there  is  a  waiver,  or  con- 
sent to,  the  absence  of  the  judge.  The  chief  justice,  in  a  con- 
curring opinion,  says  that  every  absence  of  the  judge  from 
the  courtroom  during  a  criminal  trial  is  not  reversible  error. 
He  concurs  in  the  decision  because  an  error  was  committed 
by  taking  the  testimony  of  a  witness  away  from  the  court- 
room, in  the  presence  of  the  jury,  when  the  judge  was  absent. 

In  Turbeville  v.  State,  the  decision  of  the  court,  as  stated 
in  the  syllabus,  is,  that:  ''The  circuit  judge's  absence  from 
the  bench  during  the  argument  of  a  felony  case  is  not  such 
abandonment  of  the  court  and  conduct  of  the  trial  as  that 
the  judgment  should  be  reversed,  if  he  remains  in  an  adjoin- 
ing room  within  hearing  with  a  lawyer  on  the  bench  to  call 
him  if  needed."  The  portion  of  the  opinion  supporting  the 
California  cases  is:  ''7/  we  would  consider  this  statement  of 
the  facts  as  showing  such  absence  from  the  room  on  the  part 
of  the  judge  as  constitutes  a  temporary  relinquishment  of 
the  control  of  the  court  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  trial,  we 
should  unhesitatingly  reverse  the  judgment.  There  can  be  no 
court  without  a  judge,  and  his  presence  as  the  presiding 
genius  of  the  trial  is  as  essential  during  the  argument  as  at 
any  other  time.'* 

In  State  v.  Beuerman  it  is  said:  "If  the  presiding  judge 
abandons  the  trial,  or  relinquishes  control  over  the  proceed- 
ings, the  accused  has  good  cause  to  complain.  (Meredeth  v. 
People,  84  111.  479;  Thompson  v.  People,  144  111,  378,  [32  N. 
B.  968] ;  State  v.  Smith,  49  Conn.  376;  TurbevtUe  v.  State. 
56  Miss.  793;  Palin  v.  State,  38  Neb.  862,  [57  N.  W.  743] ; 
O'Brien  v.  People,  17  Colo.  561,  [31  Pac.  230].)  The  fact 
that  the  court  may  not  see  or  hear  everything  occurring  in 
the  courtroom,  or  that  he  may  step  into  an  adjoining  room, 
but  not  out  of  hearing  of  the  proceedings,  is  not  necessarily 
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prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  defendant  in  every  case; 
but  the  presiding  judge  cannot  safely  absent  himself  from  the 
trial,  or  relinquish  control  over  the  proceedings  during  thf^ 
tfial.^'  If  the  language  of  this  opinion  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  the  holding  by  the  Kansas  court  in  State  v. 
Adams,  20  Kan.  311,  that  a  view  of  the  premises  by  a  jury 
is  not  receiving  evidence  during  the  trial,  and  the  absence 
of  either  judge  or  defendant  therefrom  not  error,  because 
the  statute  does  not  in  terms  require  them,  or  either  of  them, 
to  be  present,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Kansas  court  would  re- 
gard that  case  as  not  applicable  here. 

In  People  v.  Yut  Ling  it  is  said:  "When  the  jury  went  to 
view  the  premises,  the  judge  of  the  court  should  have  gone 
along  with  them.  It  was  the  right  of  the  defendant  to  have 
the  judge  accompany  the  jurors  when  they  went  to  take  this 
view.'*  We  are  left  in  the  dark  as  to  the  reasons  of  the  court 
for  its  position  on  this  question,  and  Justices  McFarland  and 
Paterson  dissent  from  the  decision  without  comment.  In  the 
absence  of  reasons  given,  we  have  assumed  that  the  court 
considered  the  view  as  receiving  evidence  (People  v.  Bvsh), 
and  a  part  of  the  trial,  and  therefore  the  absence  of  the  judge 
from  the  trial  was  error.  {People  v.  Tupper,  122  Cal.  424, 
[68  Am.  St.  Rep.  44,  55  Pac.  125].) 

Accepting  these  cases  as  declaring  the  law  of  this  state, 
and  considering  them  in  the  light  of  the  reasons  given  for  the 
decisions  upon  which  they  rest,  it  is  apparent  that  the  error 
committed  by  the  court  here  is  such  an  error  as  may,  in  a 
proper  case,  be  corrected  by  the  court,  and  the  right  to  object 
thereto  may  be  waived  by  the  defendant. 

The  view  has  been  a  part  of  the  jury  trial  since  its  origin, 
and  at  one  time  constituted,  with  the  personal  knowledge  of 
the  jurors,  the  entire  evidence  considered  by  the  jury  in  arriv- 
ing at  its  verdict.  There  is  nothing  in  the  reports  of  the  ear- 
lier English  cases  to  indicate  that  the  judge  was  required  to 
be  present  at  the  view,  and  the  practice  permitted  a  view  by 
either  a  part  or  the  whole  of  the  jury.  In  some  of  the  cases 
the  courts  seemed  concerned  chiefly  in  determining  how  many 
jurors,  or  what  part  of  the  jury,  must  have  visited  the  scene 
in  order  to  sustain  the  verdict.  For  many  years  after  other 
evidence  than  the  knowledge  of  the  jurors  began  to  be  con- 
gidered  by  the  jury,  the  view  continued  to  be  the  main  evi- 
dance  received  in  cases  of  waste,  trespass  and  nuisance.    It 
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is  still  made  an  important  part  of  the  evidence  in  cases  of 
waste  in  some  states,  and  in  other  states  in  cases  of  eminent 
domain,  by  express  statutory  provisions.  The  personal  knowl- 
edge of  the  juror  can  no  longer  be  considered,  unless  he  be 
sworn  and  examined  in  open  court  (Pen.  Code,  sec.  1120), 
the  freedom  of  the  common-law  view  is  much  restricted,  its 
use  now  rests  in  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  and  the 
whole  matter  is  generally  regulated  by  statute.  In  construing 
these  statutes  the  courts  have  reached  widely  divergent  con- 
clusions. The  opinions  range  from  those  holding  that  a  stat- 
ute providing  for  a  view  of  the  premises  in  a  criminal  case, 
similar  to  section  1119  of  the  Penal  Code,  is  unconstitutional 
because  such  a  view  is  receiving  evidence  by  the  jury  when 
absent  from  the  court  (Foster  v.  State,  70  Miss.  755,  [12 
South.  822] ),  to  those  holding  that  the  view  is  no  part  of  the 
trial,  and  that  the  jury  are  not  receiving  evidence,  but  merely 
receiving  impressions  from  inanimate  objects  that  will  enable 
them  better  to  comprehend  and  apply  the  testimony  in  the 
case.  (State  v.  Adams,  20  Kan.  311;  Shular  v.  State,  105 
Ind.  289,  [55  Am.  Rep.  211,  4  N.  E.  870] ;  People  v.  Johnson, 
110  N.  T.  134,  [17  N.  E.  684] ;  People  v.  Thorn,  156  N.  Y. 
286,  [50  N.  E.  947] ;  State  v.  Mortensm,  26  Utah,  312,  [78 
Pac.  562].) 

This  diversity  of  conclusion  appears  to  be  due,  largely,  to 
the  restriction  of  the  term  **the  trial"  to  the  permanent  pro- 
ceedings in  the  courtroom,  and  an  effort  of  the  courts  to  evade 
the  apparently  inevitable  result  of  that  construction  upon  the 
case  under  consideration. 

Every  step  taken  in  a  criminal  case,  by,  or  in,  the  court 
wherein  the  case  is  pending,  from  issue  joined  to  verdict  ren- 
dered, is  a  step  or  proceeding  ** arising  during  the  course  of 
the  trial.*'  (People  v.  Turner,  39  Cal.  370.)  In  this  extensive 
sense,  ''the  trial''  would  include  many  occasions  when  the 
judge  need  not  be  personally  present  exercising  control  or 
conducting  the  trial.  This  is  the  case  where  the  jury  are  kept 
together  during  the  entire  trial.  Between  the  sessions  of  the 
court  they  are  under  the  sole  control  of  the  sheriff,  and  if 
they  make  an  unauthorized  visit  in  a  body  to  the  place  where 
the  crime  was  committed,  while  in  charge  of  that  oflScer,  the 
error  may  be  waived,  and  the  court  can  consider  whether  or 
not  the  view  influenced  the  minds  of  the  jurors,  in  ruling  on 
a  motion  for  a  new  trial.    (Warner  v.  State,  56  N.  J.  L.  686^ 
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[44  Am.  St  Rep.  415,  29  AtL  505].)  The  same  rule  was 
applied  in  a  case  in  which  the  gist  of  the  action  on  trial  was 
the  condition  of  the  locus  in  quo.  (Rush  v.  St  Paul,  70  Minn. 
5,  [72  N.  W.  733].)  The  inquiry  is,  "Was  the  (misconduct) 
not  calculated  to  prejudice  the  result  of  the  trial  t  Is  it  ap- 
parent that  it  could  have  had  no  influence  upon  the  verdict  t" 
{People  V.  Stokes,  103  CaL  193,  [42  Am.  St.  Rep.  102,  37  Pac. 
207].)  Such  error  should  be  objected  to  at  the  time,  and  con- 
sent of  defendant  or  his  failure  to  object  in  time  will  defeat 
his  right  to  complain.  (People  v.  Tarm  Pai,  86  Cal.  225,  [24 
Pac.  998] ;  People  v.  Fitzgerald,  137  Cal.  546,  [70  Pac.  554].) 

This  same  test  has  been  extended  to  an  absence  of  tiie 
judge  from  the  courtroom,  without  suspending  the  trial, 
during  the  examination  of  a  witness  for  the  prosecution 
(Hays  V.  State,  58  Oa.  35),  and  during  the  argument  of  the 
case.  (0' Shields  v.  State,  81  Ga.  301,  [6  S.  B.  426] ;  PriU 
chett  V.  State,  92  Qa.  65,  [18  S.  B.  536.].) 

The  conditions  surrounding  the  jury  at  the  view;  the  re* 
strictions  upon  their  actions  and  that  of  the  judge;  the  in- 
ability of  the  judge  or  anyone  else  to  control  or  direct  their 
observations  to  any  objects  other  than  those  indicated  to  the 
person  appointed  as  "shower"  while  in  open  court  at  the 
courtroom;  the  absence  of  any  assistance  of  counsel  to  indi- 
cate the  details  of  the  observation  which  make  for  their  re- 
spective clients;  the  prohibition  of  the  taking  of  testimony 
or  receiving  of  any  other  information  than  that  given  by  the 
"shower,"  coupled  with  the  statutory  requirement  that  the 
jury  be  placed  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff,  might  call  for  a 
distinction  between  the  modified  form  of  trial  at  the  view  and 
the  proceedings  taken  and  had  in  the  courtroom,  if  this  were 
necessary  to  this  decision.  But  the  rule  having  been  estab- 
lished in  this  state  that  the  defendant  is  of  right  entitled  to 
have  the  judge  present  at  the  view,  the  modified  character 
of  his  functions  there  becomes  immaterial. 

Considering  the  absence  of  the  judge  as  involving  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  it  be  depriving  the  defendant  of  his 
liberty  without  due  process  of  law,  we  see  no  reason  why  the 
rule  above  declared  should  not  be  applied  to  the  error  com- 
mitted. 

Due  process  of  law  undoubtedly  means,  in  the  due  course 
of  legal  proceedings  according  to  the  rules  and  forms  which 
have  been  established  for  the  protection  of  private  rights; 
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and  that  changes  of  forms,  proceedings  and  process  from  time 
to  time  shall  be  made  with  due  regard  to  the  landmarks  estab- 
lished for  the  protection  of  the  citizen.  (Cooley's  Constitu- 
tional Limitations,  355.) 

Many  of  the  common-law,  statutory  and  constitutional  rights 
of  a  defendant  may  be  waived  by  him,  and  some  will  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  waived  if  they  have  not  been  asserted 
in  a  timely  manner.  He  is  entitled  to  be  tried  by  a  full  com- 
mon-law jury  on  a  charge  of  felony  before  sentence,  but  he 
may  waive  all  the  incidents  of  the  trial  established  for  his 
protection  and  enter  a  plea  of  guilty.  He  is  entitled  to  chal- 
lenge jurors  both  for  cause  and  peremptorily  without  assign- 
ing cause,  but  if  he  fails  to  do  so,  having  had  the  opportunity, 
it  is  too  late  to  complain  after  conviction.  So  it  is  with  hav- 
ing the  process  of  the  court  to  secure  the  attendance  of  his 
witnesses,  and  his  right  to  have  only  competent  evidence  in- 
troduced upon  the  trial.  Failing  to  assert  his  light,  he  is 
deemed  to  have  waived  it. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  defendant  had  an  opportunity  to 
assert  every  legal  right  involved,  and  either  failed  to  do  so, 
or  asserted  them  in  such  a  manner  that  he  is  deemed  to  have 
waived  them.  If  the  first  view  be  left  out  of  consideration, 
the  record  would  show  a  complete  trial  unattended  by  any 
prejudicial  error  preserved  and  excepted  to  as  required  by 
the  rules  of  practice.  The  first  view  was  no  more  prejudicial 
to  the  defendant  than  the  introduction  of  incompetent  evidence 
during  the  trial,  which,  on  discovery  of  the  error  by  the 
court,  was  directed  to  be  stricken  out,  and  the  jury  instructed 
to  disregard  it.  The  jury  were  aided  in  doing  this  by  the 
subsequent  view.  The  impressions  obtained  from  the  two 
views  would  be  presumed  to  be  the  same,  as  the  second  view 
covered  the  same  grounds,  the  shower  pointed  out  the  same 
places  and  objects,  and  the  affidavits  produced  on  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial  show  that  there  was  no  change  in  the  location 
of  the  objects  viewed,  or  the  topography  of  the  scene,  between 
the  first  and  second  views.  If  a  different  impression  were 
obtained,  that  from  the  second  being  more  recent  would  no 
doubt  be  the  more  vivid  at  the  time  of  the  deliberations  of  the 
jury. 

There  was  no  dispute  at  the  trial  in  relation  to  the  location 
of  any  of  the  objects  which  were  seen  by  the  jury  on  either 
view.    The  evidence  in  relation  to  the  disputed  matters  waa 
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directed  to  the  angle  at  which  the  lights  fell  upon  certain 
objects  and  places,  the  effect  of  the  distance  of  the  street 
lamps  from  the  scene,  and  the  strength  of  the  light  that  would 
be  given  by  them  at  the  place  of  the  occurrence.  Even  this 
evidence  was  of  minor  importance,  as  the  complaining  witness 
based  her  ability  to  see  so  distinctly  upon  the  fact  that  the 
headlight  of  a  passing  street-car  fell  upon  the  face  and  cloth- 
ing of  her  assailant  Both  of  the  views  by  the  jury  were  taken 
in  the  daytime,  and  there  was  no  opportunity  on  either  oc- 
casion to  observe  the  effect  of  the  lights  upon  the  scene.  The 
case  was  one  in  which  a  view  was  proper  and  served  the  pur- 
pose which  should  be  the  primary,  if  not  the  only,  considera- 
tion in  criminal  cases,  to  wit,  a  knowledge  of  the  premises 
that  the  jury  may  the  better  apply  the  testimony  heard  in 
court.  The  evidence  received  on  both  views  was  evidently  of 
this  character. 

However  the  error  be  classified  or  considered,  the  facts  dis- 
closed by  the  record,  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  warranted 
the  trial  judge  in  finding  that  the  prosecution  had  sustained 
the  burden  of  showing  that  no  injury  resulted  to  defendant's 
case,  and  that  he  was  not  prejudiced  by  the  absence  of  the 
presiding  judge  from  the  first  view. 

No  timely  objection  to  the  absence  of  the  judge  from  the 
first  view  was  made ;  such  absence  was  not  prejudicial  to  the 
defendant  or  subversive  of  his  legal  rights,  and  there  is  no 
ground  for  granting  a  new  triaL  (Home  v.  Sogers,  110  Ga. 
862,  [35S.  B.  718].) 

It  is  not  every  unauthorized  view  of  the  locus  in  quo  that 
will  require  the  setting  aside  of  a  verdict.  Considerations  of 
practical  justice  forbid  it  If  verdicts  were  set  aside  for  such 
reasons,  there  would  be  no  reasonable  limits  to  litigation,  es- 
pecially in  cities  where  the  opportunities  are  great  for  jurors 
personally  to  view  the  locality  of  a  crime  under  consideration. 

Judgment  and  order  appealed  from  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 
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[Civ.  No.  258.    Third  Appellate  I>i8triet.—Apiil  8,  1907.] 

HALE  BROS.,  a  Corporation,  Respondent,  v.  EDWARD  P. 
MILLIKEN  and  FOSTER  MILLIKEN,  Copartners,  etc., 
Appellants. 

Action  fob  Bbeach  op  COntraot — ^FAiLxms  to  Delivsb  Steel  tor 
Building  as  Agreed— Damages — Stjfpokt  op  Verdict. — ^In  an  me- 
tion  to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  contract  in  failing  to  deliver 
■teel  for  plaintiff's  building,  as  agreed,  where  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  the  contract  was  broken  in  failing  to  deliver 
the  steel  in  the  condition  and  within  the  time  required,  and  the  evi- 
dence was  conflicting  as  to  the  damages  arising  from  the  breach, 
and  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  sufficiently  supported  by  the 
plaintiff 's  witnesses,  the  verdict  cannot  be  disturbed  upon  appeal. 

Id. — ^LiMiT  OP  Power  op  Appellate  Court — Bevibw  op  Evidencb. — The 
evidence  must  be  so  plainly  and  palpably  insufficient  to  support  the 
verdict  that  it  can  be  said  that  such  is  the  case,  as  matter  of  law, 
before  this  court  is  justified  in  setting  aside  a  verdict  upon  the  evi- 
dence or  disturbing  the  findings  of  the  trial  court.  A  verdict  find- 
ing the  facts  in  a  particular  way  forecloses  any  inquiry  as  to  the 
credibility  or  discredit  of  witnesses  by  cross-examination. 

Id. — Evidence — Circumstances  Attending  Contract — Knowledge  bt 
Dependant's  Agent — Damages  Besulting  prom  Breach. — ^Evi- 
dence was  admissible  to  show  all  of  the  circumstances  leading  up 
to  and  attending  the  execution  of  the  contract  which  were  known 
to  the  defendants  through  their  agent  acting  within  the  scope  of 
his  authority  in  the  execution  thereof,  including  a  lease  which  ex- 
plained the  necessity  for  prompt  delivery  required  by  the  contract; 
and  when  such  special  circumstances  were  thus  known  to  both  par- 
ties, the  damages  resulting  from  the  breach  of  the  contract  which 
they  would  reasonably  contemplate  would  be  the  amount  of  injury 
which  would  ordinarily  follow  from  its  breach  under  such  known 
circumstances. 

Id. — Evidence  op  Usagb  Inadmissible— Legal  Standard  op  Weights 
AND  Measures. — ^Where  there  is  nothing  in  the  contract  to  show 
the  adoption  of  any  other  standard  for  the  measurement  of  steel  fur- 
nished under  the  contract,  the  legal  standard  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures fixed  in  this  state  must  be  deemed  to  enter  into  and  become  part 
of  the  contract  executed  therein,  and  evidence  of  local  usage  in 
San  Francisco  among  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  structural 
iron  and  steel  to  give  a  figured  or  estimated  weight  according  to 
dimensions,  instead  of  "scale"  weight,  determining  the  actual  num- 
ber of  pounds  therein,  is  inadmissible  to  vary  the  legal  effect  of  the 
contract. 
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In.— Bkpitition  or  Evidence. — Where  proposed  evidence  if  already  be- 
fore the  jury,  no  injury  could  result  in  disallowing  its  repetition. 

Id. — ^Bejection  of  Letter  Unpeejudigial. — ^Any  error  in  the  rejection 
of  a  letter  from  defendants'  agent  to  plaintiff's  agent  was  without 
prejudice,  when  defendants  presented  to  the  jury  all  that  could  by 
any  possibility  have  been  shown  by  the  rejected  letter. 

Id.^Letter  Admitted  on  Geoss-examination — ^Biqht  or  Explanation. 
Where  a  letter  written  by  a  witness  was  admitted  on  cross-exam- 
ination, as  tending  to  show  a  discrepancy,  the  witness  was  properly 
allowed,  on  re-examination,  to  explain  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  written,  and  the  reason  for  writing  it. 

lD.~lN8TEUCri0Ns.— i7eM,  that  in  the  instructions  given,  Is  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  developed  by  the  evidence,  there  was 
nothing  that  could  have  prejudiced  the  appellants. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    W.  P.  Lawlor,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

P.  H.  Dunne,  and  Walter  H.  Linforth,  for  Appellanta 

Campbell,  Metson  &  Campell,  Jaa.  H.  Budd,  and  Thomas 
H.  Breeze,  for  Respondent. 

HART,  J. — The  plaintiff  corporation  brought  this  action 
to  recover  from  the  defendants  the  sum  of  $13,973  for  dam- 
ages alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  it  on  account  of  the 
failure  of  defendants  to  deliver  within  the  time  agreed  upon 
certain  steel  to  be  used  in  the  erection  of  plaintiff's  building 
in  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  The  alleged  damages  consist 
of  the  following  items :  1.  The  sum  expended  by  plaintiff  in 
the  preparation  of  the  steel  for  use  after  its  delivery,  $577.65, 
the  pleaded  agreement  being  that  it  should  be  delivered  in 
condition  so  that  it  could  be  placed  as  received  in  the  building; 
2.  Ground  rent  at  the  rate  of  $1400  per  month  for  a  period 
of  three  months;  3.  Interest  on  the  money  expended  by  plain- 
tiff in  the  building  independent  of  the  steel  work  during  the 
time  of  the  delay,  aggregating  the  sum  of  $396.32;  4.  The 
loss  to  plaintiff  of  the  use  of  the  building  for  three  months, 
alleged  to  be  of  the  value  of  $3,000  per  month,  or  a  total  of 
$9,000, 
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On  the  twelfth  day  of  October,  1899,  plaintiff  leased  from 
one  David  B.  Jones,  for  a  term  of  ten  years  and  nine  months, 
the  said  lease  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1899, 
at  a  monthly  rental  of  $1,400,  a  certain  lot  or  piece  of  real 
property,  situated  in  said  city  of  San  Francisco,  and  upon 
which  it  contemplated  the  erection  of  a  large  building  to  be 
used  for  carrying  on  and  conducting  its  commercial  business. 
Ground  rent  was  not,  however,  to  become  payable  under  the 
lease  until  from  and  after  the  1st  of  July,  1900.  It  is  alleged 
by  plaintiff  that  with  a  knowledge  of  this  lease  and  of  its 
terms,  defendants  entered  into  a  contract  with  plaintiff  to 
furnish  the  steel  necessary  for  the  erection  of  said  building 
and  to  deliver  the  same  during  the  month  of  February,  1900. 
It  is  claimed  by  plaintiff  that  if  the  steel  had  been  delivered 
during  said  month  of  February  the  building  could  have  been 
"erected  and  completed  so  as  to  admit  of  occupancy  on  July 
1st,  1900,  but  that  the  building  was  not  completed  and  ready 
for  occupancy  before  the  1st  of  October,  1900,  and  that  the 
delay  was  occasioned  through  the  failure  of  the  defendants 
to  deliver  the  steel  within  the  contract  time  and  to  deliver 
in  such  condition  as  to  be  immediately  set  up  in  the  building 
upon  its  arrival  in  San  Francisco."  The  complaint  further 
alleges  that  during  the  negotiations  between  plaintiff  and 
defendants  for  the  furnishing  of  the  steel  for  said  building 
'*  defendants  submitted  to  plaintiff  two  lists  of  prices  at  which 
they  agreed  to  sell  and  deliver  to  plaintiff  the  steel  work  re- 
quired in  said  building.  One  of  said  list  prices  was  for  the 
delivery  of  said  steel  work  during  the  month  of  February, 
1900,  and  the  other  for  the  delivery  of  said  steel  work  during 
the  month  of  May,  1900;  that  the  prices  on  the  latter  list  were 
much  lower  than  those  on  the  other,  and  both  lists  of  prices 
provided  for  f.  o.  b.  delivery."  In  order  to  secure  the  deliv- 
ery of  the  steel  in  the  month  of  February,  it  is  alleged,  plain- 
tiff, on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  1900,  agreed  to  pay  the  de- 
fendants the  prices  demanded  for  the  February  delivery  of 
the  steel,  the  same  being  a  sum  in  excess  of  that  of  the  May 
delivery  to  the  extent  of  $4,105.22.  The  complaint  was  veri- 
fied. 

The  answer  specifically  denies  the  averments  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  pleads  a  counterclaim,  and  prays,  among  other 
things,  for  judgment  against  the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of 
$6,884.50,  alleged  to  be  the  balance  due  defendants  from  plain- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]        Hale  Bros.  v.  Milliken.  347 

tifif  for  the  structural  steel  so  furnished  it  by  defendants.  It 
may  be  here  stated  that  the  original  balance  claimed  to  be 
due  defendants  from  plaintiff  was  the  sum  of  $7,042.65,  but 
that  the  sum  of  $156.15  was  deducted  by  defendants  from 
their  claim  because  of  extra  labor  imposed  upon  the  steel- 
setter  by  reason  of  "shop  errors"  imputed  to  the  oversight 
or  negligence  of  defendants  in  arranging  the  steel,  prepara- 
tory to  its  erection  as  a  part  of  the  building. 

The  cause  was  tried  by  jury,  and  a  verdict  returned  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $186.41,  **  after  deducting  the 
amount  of  defendants'  counterclaim."  Thereupon,  and  in 
accordance  with  said  verdict,  the  court  entered  its  judgment 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $186.41.  Defendants  ap- 
peal from  said  judgment  and  from  an  order  refusing  them  a 
new  triaL 

Much  space  in  the  briefs  of  counsel  is  devoted  to  a  discus- 
sion of  the  evidence,  appellants  attempting  by  a  minute  exam- 
ination and  analysis  thereof  to  demonstrate  that  the  jury 
awarded  damages  in  favor  of  plaintiff  far  in  excess  of  what 
the  facts  adduced  justified.  The  contract  for  the  purchase 
and  sale  of  the  steel  for  the  building  was  made  and  entered 
into  between  Reid  Bros.,  architects  and  agents  of  plaintiff, 
and  N.  L.  Bell,  the  Pacific  Coast  agent  of  defendants.  The 
place  of  business  of  defendants  was  at  the  time  of  the  trans- 
action in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  headquarters  and 
office  of  their  agent.  Bell,  were,  at  the  time  of  the  making  of 
the  contract,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 

The  record  consists  of  a  transcript  of  four  hundred  and 
ninety  pages,  of  which  the  evidence  takes  up  approximately 
four  hundred  pages.  It  would  be  useless,  we  think,  to  under- 
take to  discuss  in  detail  the  entire  mass  of  evidence,  or  to 
attempt  to  present  a  satisfactory  synopsis  thereof,  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  reasons  why  the  verdict  should  or  should 
not  be  disturbed.  The  record  discloses  the  fact  that  most  of 
the  evidence  is  from  witnesses  produced  by  plaintiff,  and  that 
it  points  almost  all  one  way.  There  is  no  dispute  that  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  the  structural  steel  re- 
quired for  the  erection  of  the  building  of  plaintiff  was  made 
by  the  parties.  The  only  questions  in  the  case  are,  so  far  as 
the  facts  are  concerned,  whether  there  was  on  the  part  of  the 
defendants  a  breach  of  the  terms  of  the  contract,  and,  if  sOy 
whether  or  not  the  damages  awarded  are  excessive. 
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The  plaintiff,  having  leased  for  a  long  term  the  ground 
upon  which  the  building  was  to  be  erected  at  a  monthly  rental 
of  $1,400,  to  become  payable  on  and  after  the  first  day  of 
July,  1900,  was,  quite  naturally,  anxious  to  secure  the  steel 
materials  necessary  for  the  construction  of  the  structure  at 
as  early  a  date  as  possible,  so  as  to  enable  the  contracton  to 
complete  and  have  it  in  readiness  for  occupancy  by  the  time 
at  which  payment  of  the  ground  rent  was  to  begin.  That  this 
purpose  was  uppermost  in  the  mind  of  plaintiff,  and  well 
understood  by  defendants  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the 
contract,  is,  in  our  opinion,  indubitably  evidenced  by  the  sev- 
eral conversations  shown  to  have  taken  place  between  the  par- 
ties relative  to  the  steel  contract.  These  conversations  are 
testified  to  not  alone  by  witnesses  friendly  to  plaintiff,  but 
by  Mr.  Bell  himself.  The  telegraphic  dispatches  from  Bell 
to  the  defendants  concerning  the  contract  also  sustain  this 
conclusion.  Another  significant  circumstance  bearing  out  the 
contention  of  respondent  upon  this  point  is  the  fact  that  the 
plaintiff  was  willing  and  agreed  to  pay  for  the  steel  the  sum 
of  a  trifle  over  $4,000  demanded  for  February  shipments  in 
excess  of  the  prices  asked  for  May  shipments.  In  other  words, 
it  agreed  to  pay  $4,000  more  for  the  steel  in  order  to  secure 
early  shipments  and  delivery  thereof  than  it  would  have  been 
compelled  to  pay  for  the  same  material  delivered  in  the  month 
of  May.  The  lease  of  the  ground  and  the  time  at  which  the 
payment  of  the  rent,  by  the  provisions  of  said  lease,  was  to 
commence,  and  the  consequent  anxiety  of  plaintiff  to  be  in 
actual  occupancy  of  the  premises  by  the  time  the  payment 
of  the  rent  was  to  begin,  were  matters  of  full  and  frequent 
discussion  between  the  parties,  not  only  before  the  agreement 
of  sale  and  purchase  between  them  was  reached,  but  through- 
out the  entire  course  of  the  relations  established  between  them 
by  virtue  of  the  contract.  Telegrams  were  sent  to  defendants 
by  their  agent,  explaining  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
contract  was  made.  While  it  may  be  correct  to  say  that 
nothing  was  expressly  said  in  these  telegrams  about  the  lease, 
the  defendants,  nevertheless,  knew  that  haste  and  prompt  de- 
livery of  the  steel  were  important  features  of  the  contract, 
as  is  clearly  shown  by  their  replies  to  their  agent  But, 
whether  the  defendants  themselves  knew,  or  did  not  know, 
the  reason  for  the  requirement  of  prompt  delivery,  the  fact 
18  undisputed  that  their  agent  did  know  the  reason  and  knew 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]        Hale  Bbos.  t;.  Ujlltken.  849 

that  that  was  the  principal  consideration  controlling  plaintiff 
in  awarding  the  contract  for  the  steel  to  the  defendants. 
After  the  defendants,  in  response  to  a  telegram  from  BeU, 
sent  by  wire  the  "February  prices"  for  the  steel  required, 
the  plaintiff,  through  its  agents,  Reid  Brothers,  in  a  letter 
addressed  to  Bell,  accepted  the  same,  and  requested  the  latter 
to  inform  defendants  that  the  plans,  specifications  and  draw- 
ings were  with  P.  C.  Hale,  at  256  Church  street.  New  York, 
and,  in  order  (quoting  from  the  letter  to  Bell)  ''to  save  time, 
to  please  ask  your  firm  to  call  on  P.  C.  Hale  for  the  drawings 
and  specifications  •  •  •  to  look  over  carefully  and  wire  you 
if  everything  is  complete  to  proceed  at  once."  In  pursuance 
of  this  suggestion,  BeU  sent  the  following  telegram  to  de- 
fendants: ''Get  plans  P.  C.  Hale,  256  Church  street  Have 
secured  contract  Prices  quoted  February  delivery.  Exam- 
ine plans  and  wire  immediately  if  everything  is  clearly  shown 
thereon."  The  evidence  shows  that  defendants,  upon  receipt 
of  the  last-quoted  dispatch,  at  once  obtained  from  P.  C.  Hale 
the  plans  and  specifications  mentioned.  On  the  following 
day,  Milliken  Brothers  wired  their  San  Francisco  agent  as  fol- 
lows: "Plans  received  and  are  being  carefully  examined.  .  .  . 
The  specifications  call  for  Carnegie  sections.  Our  bid  of  course 
was  not  based  on  their  sections.  •  .  .  We  suggest,  in  order 
to  secure  prompt  delivery  required  [italics  are  ours],  that 
we  be  allowed  to  substitute  equivalent  areas  of  angles  and 
plates,  or  channels  and  plates,  whichever  can  be  secured 
quickest,  in  column  schedule."  Reid  Bros.,  having  been  noti- 
fied by  Bell  of  this  telegram  and  the  proposed  substitution 
of  "equivalent  areas  of  angles  and  plates,"  etc.,  for  the  Car- 
negie sections  called  for  by  the  plans  and  specifications,  ad- 
dressed the  following  letter  to  the  agent  of  the  defendants: 
"There  is  no  objection  to  your  people  substituting  equivalent 
areas  of  equal  strength  and  not  exceeding  in  weight  those 
shown  of  Carnegie  Steel  Company.  .  .  .  Prompt  delivery  has 
secured  you  this  work,  and  is  a  very  essential  feature  of  the 
contract,  so  do  not  fail  to  impress  upon  your  people  the  im- 
portance of  it,  and  also  the  importance  of  shipping  in  the 
regular  order  called  for  in  specifications. "  The  order  of  ship- 
ments, contained  in  the  specifications,  provides:  "In  order 
to  avoid  delay  in  erection,  material  must  be  shipped  in  the  or- 
der in  which  it  is  to  be  placed,  i.  e.,  beginning  at  the  basement, 
each  story  and  floor  must  be  shipped  in  such  complete  man- 
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ner  as  to  allow  each  of  said  stories  or  floors  to  be  entirely  com- 
pleted in  its  erection,  and  ready  for  immediate  reception  of 
masonry  and  walls."  A  few  days  after  the  10th  of  January, 
according  to  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Bell  himself,  Mr.  Reid  in- 
formed him  that  the  first  shipment  of  steel  would  be  required 
the  last  of  February  or  the  first  of  March.  This  shipment 
was  to  include  all  the  material  necessary  to  complete  the  first 
tier,  and  Reid  requested  BeU  to  have  the  steel  shipped  '*tier 
by  tier  at  intervals  approximately  one  week  apart."  By 
"tier"  was  meant  a  floor  complete — ^that  is,  one  story.  The 
foundation  work  was  finished  during  the  month  of  February, 
and  the  construction  had  so  far  progressed  that  by  the  1st  of 
March  the  builders  were  prepared  to  begin  the  erection  of  the 
steel  work. 

The  evidence  shows  that  the  building  was  not  completed  so 
that  it  could  be  occupied  until  about  the  1st  of  October, 
1900 — approximately,  if  not  actually,  three  months  after  the 
payment  of  ground  rent,  under  the  lease,  had  commenced. 
Witnesses  for  plaintiff — ^real  estate  dealers  in  San  Francisco — 
testified  as  to  the  rental  value  of  the  premises  from  July  1, 
1900,  to  October  1, 1900,  and  such  value  was  by  them  variously 
estimated  at  from  $2,500  to  $3,200  per  month.  Witnesses 
for  the  defendants  placed  the  rental  value  at  a  considerably 
lower  figure. 

The  delay  in  the  erection  and  completion  of  the  building 
was  occasioned,  according  to  the  testimony  of  Reid,  the  archi- 
tect, Lang,  the  brick  and  wood  contractor,  and  Arthur,  the 
steel-setter,  to  so-called  **shop  errors" — ^that  is,  errors  made 
at  the  manufactory  in  the  numbering  of  the  columns  and  the 
adjustment  of  the  connections  of  the  steel — and  to  misship- 
ments — ^that  is  to  say,  shipments  out  of  order  and  in  a  hap- 
hazard manner.  For  illustration,  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Reid 
that  the  first  tier  or  floor  was,  as  shipped,  incomplete,  and 
that  tiers  were  shipped  for  floors  not  prepared  or  ready  for 
gteel  erection  in  advance  of  those  floors  ready  for  the  steel 
material.  The  delay  thereby  occasioned  had,  it  is  shown,  and, 
as  would  necessarily  follow,  a  reactionary  effect  upon  the 
work  of  masonry  and  carpentry.  In  other  words,  the  brick 
and  wood  contractors  were  necessarily  delayed  by  reason  of 
the  delay  due  to  the  misshipments.  The  building  is  not  what 
is  known  strictly  as  a  steel  structure.  Mr.  Reid  testified  that 
the  delay,  caused  by  the  manner  in  which   the   steel  was 
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shipped,  covered  a  period  of  three  months.  Mr.  Lang,  the 
brick  and  wood  contractor,  stated  that  the  delay  in  brick  and 
carpentry  work,  occasioned  by  the  nonarrival  of  the  steel  at 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  and  order  in  which  the  contract 
called  for  its  shipment,  was  two  months  and  eighteen  days. 

There  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  oflEered  by  the  defend- 
ants directly  contradictory  of  that  of  which  we  have  pre- 
sented a  recapitulation.  Counsel  for  defendants,  however, 
undertake  to  show  by  an  extensive  argument  based  upon  cer- 
tain apparent  discrepancies  developed  through  the  cross-ex- 
amination of  some  of  the  principal  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff, 
that  the  amount  of  damages  assessed  by  the  jury  is  unwar- 
ranted by  the  evidence.  But,  under  the  well-understood  rule, 
where  there  appears  a  substantial  conflict  in  the  evidence 
(and  we  think,  as  we  have  before  suggested,  that  the  testimony 
was  pretty  much  all  one  way  upon  the  important  points), 
we  are  precluded  from  going  into  the  question  thus  pre- 
sented. The  evidence  must  be  so  plainly  and  palpably  in- 
sufficient to  support  the  verdict  that  it  can  be  said  that  such 
is  the  case  as  a  matter  of  law  before  this  court  is  justified  in 
setting  aside  a  verdict  upon  the  evidence  or  disturbing  the 
findings  of  the  trial  court.  The  record  here  does  not  author- 
ize us  to  make  any  such  ruling.  The  discrepancies  or  incon- 
sistencies which  may  have  been  brought  out  by  an  exami- 
nation or  by  cross-examination  of  the  witnesses  are  also  mat- 
ters for  the  jury  to  pass  upon  and  settle  to  their  own  satis- 
faction. Their  verdict,  finding  the  facts  in  a  particular  way, 
forecloses  us  from  any  inquiry  into  the  question  as  to  whether 
certain  witnesses  declared  the  truth  or  otherwise,  or  whether 
inconsistent  statements  which  may  have  been  shown  by  their 
cross-examination  were  sufficient  to  have  discredited  their 
testimony  or  not.  The  statement  thus  made  of  this  propo- 
sition is  only  a  trite  declaration  of  the  rule  by  which  appel- 
late courts  are  uniformly  governed  in  this  country  with  re- 
spect to  their  power  of  reviewing  questions  of  fact  It  is 
enough  to  say,  however,  that  we  have  given  the  record  care- 
ful and  painstaking  examination,  and  our  conclusion  is,  upon 
this  point,  that  the  verdict  and  judgment  are  abundantly  sup- 
ported by  the  evidence. 

There  were  numerous  objections  interposed  against  the  ad- 
mission of  certain  evidence,  some  of  which  are  not  discussed 
in  the  briefs,  and,  therefore,  not  urged  here.    As  to  some 
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of  the  objections,  it  may  be  said,  generally,  that  in  a  case  of 
the  character  of  the  one  at  bar,  as  disclosed  by  the  pleadings, 
it  is  proper  to  show  all  the  circumstances  surrounding  the 
transaction  leading  up  to  the  making  and  the  manner  of  the 
execution  of  the  contract.  The  circumstances  which  led  to 
the  making  of  this  contract  were  fully  made  known  to  the 
defendants,  or  their  agent,  who  was  acting  within  the  scope 
of  his  authority  as  such  in  all  his  dealings  with  plaintiff,  and 
it  was,  as  we  have  declared,  proper  to  place  them  before  the 
court  and  jury.  The  lease  between  plaintiff  and  Jones,  which 
explained  the  reason  of  the  requirement  of  an  early  and 
prompt  and  proper  delivery  of  the  steel,  and  to  the  admission 
of  which  into  the  record  objection  was  made,  not  only  con- 
stituted relevant  but  important  testimony.  It,  in  fact,  be- 
came a  part  of  the  contract,  through  other  testimony,  to  the 
extent  of  fixing  the  time  at  which  the  steel  should  be  deliv- 
ered. Evidence  of  consequential  delay — that  is,  the  delay  oc- 
casioned to  the  contractor  of  the  masonry  and  woodwork  and 
the  delay  caused  to  the  steel-setter,  was  proper  to  be  received 
and  considered  by  the  jury  in  the  determination  of  whether  or 
not  the  contract  was,  in  fact,  broken  through  the  negligence 
of  defendants  and  as  finally  aiding  in  the  ascertainment  of 
the  amount  of  damages,  if  any,  to  which  plaintiff  was  entitled 
by  reason  of  the  alleged  breach  of  the  contract.  It  would 
seem  to  require  the  citation  of  no  authorities  to  uphold  the 
position  that  special  circumstances,  if  any,  which  might  have 
entered  into  the  making  of  the  contract,  or  those  attending 
its  breach,  if  known  to  both  parties,  may  be  shown.  The 
principle  authorizing  such  evidence  is  quite  elementary,  and 
the  books  are  replete  with  authorities  illustrating  its  appli- 
cation. **If  the  special  circumstances  under  which  the  con- 
tract was  actually  made  were  communicated  by  the  plaintiffs 
to  the  defendants,  and  thus  known  to  both  parties,  the  dam- 
ages resulting  from  the  breach  of  such  contract,  which  they 
would  reasonably  contemplate,  would  be  the  amount  of  in- 
jury which  would  ordinarily  follow  from  a  breach  of  the 
contract  under  the  special  circumstances,  so  known  and  com- 
municated." (Hadley  v.  Baxendale,  9  Ex.  341;  see,  also, 
Mitchell  V.  Clarke,  71  Cal.  163,  [60  Am.  Rep.  529,  11  Pac. 
882] ;  Hawthorne  v.  Siegel,  88  Cal.  159,  [22  Am.  St.  Rep. 
291,  25  Pac.  1114],  et  seq.j  Booth  v.  Mill  Co.,  74  H.  Y.  15ji 
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Lang  Island  B.  Co.  v.  Verree,  69  N.  T.  489;  Richardson  ▼. 
Chynoweth,  26  Wis.  656.) 

But  the  most  important  point  presented  is  raised  by  the 
contention  that  the  court  below  erred  in  refusing  to  permit 
defendants  to  show  that  there  prevailed,  and  for  many  years 
had  existed,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  *'a  general  well- 
known  usage  among  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  struc- 
tural iron  and  steel,  similar  to  that  furnished  by  defendants, 
as  to  the  manner  and  way  by  which  the  weight  of  the  ma- 
terial was  determined  and  arrived  at"  The  contract  is 
silent,  80  far  as  express  language  is  concerned,  as  to  how  the 
weight  of  the  steel  was  to  be  determined — ^whether  by  what  is 
known  as  ** figured'*  or  estimated  weight,  or  by  ** scale" 
weight.  The  former,  as  we  understand  it,  is  the  means  of 
ascertaining  the  weight  by  a  standard,  fixed  and  adopted  by 
dealers  in  structural  steel.  For  example,  steel  columns,  gird- 
ers and  other  connections  necessary  for  the  steel  part  of  the 
structure,  according  to  their  dimensions,  are  given  a  standard 
weight  by  manufacturers  and  dealers  in  such  materials. 
** Scale  weight"  is  the  determination  of  the  weight  by  what 
the  material  actually  weighs  in  pounds.  It  is  contended  by 
appellants  that  if  there  existed  in  San  Francisco,  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  the  contract,  among  dealers  in  such 
material,  a  custom,  according  to  which  the  manner  or  method 
of  ascertaining  the  weight  of  structural  steel  was  determin- 
able, then  the  contract  is  to  be  presumed  to  have  been  made 
with  reference  to  such  custom  and  that  it,  therefore,  became 
a  part  of  said  contract.  Several  California  cases  are  cited 
in  support  of  this  view,  but  we  do  not  think  that  they  are 
exactly  in  point,  or,  at  least,  ought  not  to  be  held  applicable  to 
the  case  here.  The  contract  is  evidenced  by  conversations, 
telegrams,  letters,  and  the  plans,  specifications  and  drawings. 
There  is  no  controversy  between  the  parties  that  the  prices 
offered  by  defendants  and  accepted  by  plaintiff  were  for 
**so  much  per  pound";  but  it  is  claimed  by  appellants  that 
the  word  "pound"  **i8  of  technical  significance  when  used 
in  connection  with  the  sale  of  structural  steel."  But  appel- 
lants first  make  the  claim  that  their  contention  for  figured 
weight  is  sustained  by  a  certain  clause  in  the  specifications. 
The  clause  referred  to  reads:  "Figured  dimensions  in  all 
cases  to  be  taken  in  preference  to  scale  measurements,  and 
no  important  dimensions  shall  at  any  time  or  under  any 
6  Gal.  App.— 23 
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circumstances  be  determined  by  scale,  but  should  drawings 
not  show  all  required  dimensions  in  figures,  the  contractor  is 
to  apply  to  the  architects  for  such  figures,  and  shall  all  con- 
form to  them  as  a  part  of  the  contract/'  According  to  the 
interpretation  of  that  clause  by  appellants,  the  contract  it- 
self, of  which  the  specifications  became  a  part,  expressly 
points  out  that  the  quantity  of  steel  furnished  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  figured  or  dimension  weight.  But  that  clause  is 
not  open  to  such  a  construction.  If  it  were,  then  certainly, 
as  pertinently  suggested  by  counsel  for  respondent,  the  court's 
ruling  in  excluding  the  proffered  testimony  relative  to  the 
alleged  custom  could  not  be  error,  since  to  prove  by  parol 
what  in  terms  the  contract  already  provides  for  would  be 
the  work  of  supererogation  or  the  assumption  of  an  unnec- 
essary burden  by  defendants.  The  clause  is  manifestly  ad- 
dressed to  the  contractor  for  his  guidance  in  the  erection  of 
the  building.  The  real  meaning  of  it  is  so  clearly  explained 
in  the  brief  of  respondent  that  we  shall  adopt  the  language 
of  counsel  in  the  statement  of  what  we  conceive  to  be  its  true 
construction:  ''The  clause  plainly  means  that  lengths  are 
not  to  be  calculated  from  the  lines  of  the  plans  which  ob- 
viously were  drawn  on  a  reduced  scale.  If  dimensions  are 
noted  on  the  plans  in  figures,  they  shall  prevail  over  scale 
or  measured  dimensions.  If  on  any  line  the  length  is  not 
noted  in  figures,  the  contractor  must  not  calculate  its  length 
by  scale,  but  must  apply  to  the  architect  for  the  figures." 
The  contention  as  to  the  meaning  of  that  clause  being  thus 
disposed  of,  the  question  remains.  Did  the  court  err  in  dis- 
allowing the  testimony  offered  to  prove  the  alleged  usage? 

The  legislature  of  this  state  has  established  a  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  according  to  which,  by  the  provisions 
of  section  3222  of  the  Political  Code,  **all  contracts  made  in 
this  state  for  work  to  be  done  or  for  anything  to  be  sold  or 
delivered  by  weight  or  measure,"  must  be  construed.  The 
standard  of  weights  and  measures  is  thus  fixed  by  section 
3209,  supra:  **The  standard  of  weights  ....  now  in  charge 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  being  the  same  that  were  furnished 
to  this  state  by  the  government  of  the  United  States,  and 
consisting  of  ...  .  nine  avoirdupois  weights  of  one,  two, 
three,  four,  five,  ten,  twenty,  twenty-five  and  fifty  pounds, 
respectively,  ...  are  the  standards  of  weights  •  •  •  through- 
out  this  state." 
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There  is  no  allegation  in  the  answer,  either  in  the  denial 
of  the  averments  of  the  complaint,  or  in  the  paragraphs  set- 
ting out  the  counterclaim,  that  the  word  ** pound,"  as  used 
in  the  contract  as  pleaded,  was  understood  by  the  parties 
in  any  other  sense  than  its  ordinary  and  primary  and  legal 
signification.  It  will,  of  course,  be  conceded  that  the  phrase 
** avoirdupois  pound,"  as  used  in  the  statute,  and  as  com- 
monly understood,  means  sixteen  ounces  in  weight  (PoL 
Code,  sec.  3215.) 

The  case  of  Higgins  y.  Cal.  Petroleum  Co.,  120  Cal.  629, 
[52  Pac  1080],  so  much  relied  on  by  defendajits,  was  where 
the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  to  recover  '' certain  royalties 
on  certain  bituminous  rock  and  liquid  asphaltum  mined  by 
defendants,"  for  which  the  latter  agreed  to  pay  ''the  sum 
of  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  each  and  every  gross  ton."  The 
question  there  was.  What  did  the  parties  mean  by  the  word 
** gross"?  Evidence  was  admitted  at  the  trial  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  that  by  usage  at  the  place  where  the  contract 
was  made  the  word  ''gross"  as  used  in  the  contract  means 
a  "long  ton,"  or  a  ton  consisting  of  "two  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds,"  and  the  court  made  a  finding  ac- 
cordingly. The  supreme  court  sustained  the  ruling,  say- 
ing: "The  contention  of  appellant  is,  that  the  statute  defines 
the  meaning  and  use  of  the  word  'ton'  (PoL  Code,  sec.  3222), 
and  that  the  lease  is  unambiguous  and  cannot  be  explained 
OP  contradicted  by  parol  evidence;  therefore,  there  could  have 
been  no  evidence  at  the  trial  justifying  the  finding  of  the 
court  that  the  phrase  'gross  ton'  used  in  the  lease  meant  a 
long  ton  of  'two  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty  pounds.' 
Some  decisions  are  cited  apparently  holding  that  a  contract 
of  this  nature  must  be  conclusively  presumed  to  refer  to  the 
statutory  weights  and  measures — at  least,  in  the  absence  of 
a  direct  and  express  reference  in  the  contract  to  a  different 
standard — and  in  this  connection  it  is  argued  that  the  ad- 
jective 'gross'  does  not  refer  to  the  measure — ^that  is,  to  the 
number  of  pounds  in  the  ton — but  to  the  condition  of  the 
commodity  when  weighed,  to  wit,  that  the  crude  and  unre- 
fined asphalt  is  to  be  weighed,  and  not  the  refined  product. 
I  think  the  question  is  entirely  settled  by  section  1861  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  reads  as  follows:  'The 
terms  of  a  writing  are  presumed  to  have  been  used  in  their 
primary  and  general  acceptation,  but  evidence  is  nevertheless 
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admissible  that  they  have  a  local,  technical  or  otherwise  pe- 
culiar signiification,  and  were  so  used  and  understood  in  the 
particular  instance,  in  which  case  the  agreement  must  be 
construed  accordingly.'  "  The  same  question  was  presented 
in  the  case  of  Higgins  ▼.  Cal,  Petroleum  Co.,  109  Cal.  810, 
[41  Pac.  1087].  There  no  evidence  had  been  offered  or  re- 
ceived relative  to  the  meaning  of  the  word  '* gross."  The 
court,  in  the  latter  case,  held  that  ''gross  ton*'  meant  the 
usual  ton  of  two  thousand  pounds  avoirdupois,  and  that  the 
word  "gross"  as  used  signified  and  was  intended  to  describe 
the  crude  or  unrefined  product.  In  the  case  in  the  120th 
Cal.,  subsequently  tried,  evidence  was,  therefore,  admitted 
to  show  what  must  have  been  really  intended  by  the  use  of 
the  word  ''gross."  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion in  the  Higgins  case  turned  upon  the  meaning  of  the 
word  "gross,"  as  employed. 

The  very  purpose,  obviously,  of  laws  establishing  standards 
of  weights  and  measures,  is  to  render  certain  and  unequivocal 
the  meaning  of  the  language  of  contracts  involving  matters 
to  which  such  laws  relate,  by  a  comparison  of  the  language 
of  the  contracts  with  that  of  the  law,  and  thus  relieve  the 
courts,  in  some  measure  at  least,  of  the  perplexing  difficulties 
which  must  often  confront  them  in  seeking  the  actual  inten- 
tion of  the  parties  to  such  contracts.  The  legislature  has 
wisely  declared  that  it  is  the  better  policy  that  there  should 
be  a  general  law,  effective  and  operative  throughout  the 
whole  state,  regulating  such  matters,  and  of  which  all  per- 
sons are  conclusively  presumed  to  have  knowledge,  and 
through  the  assistance  of  which  all  contracts  pertaining  to 
the  subject  matter  of  the  statute  may  be  satisfactorily  con- 
strued. Viewed  thus  by  the  light  of  the  written  law,  it  is 
manifest  that  the  opportunity  for  mistakes  in  an  effort  to  as- 
certain what  parties  mean  by  the  language  of  such  contracts 
is  at  least  minimized,  if  not  altogether  obviated.  "If,"  as 
is  well  said  in  Evans  v.  Myers,  25  Pa.  St.  114,  "every  sec- 
tion of  the  country  may  have  its  own  weights  and  measures, 
to  be  established  by  its  own  customs,  strangers  would  be  en- 
trapped into  liabilities  which  they  never  intended  to  incur, 
and  no  one  could  know  with  precision  the  extent  of  his  ob- 
ligations." (See,  also,  Oreen  v.  Moffett,  22  Mo.  529;  Harris 
V.  Rutledge,  19  Iowa,  388,  [87  Am.  Dec.  441].)  The  legis- 
lature  certainly  meant  something  by  the  enactment  of  the 
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law  regulating  weights  and  measures,  and  the  rule  involved 
in  section  1861,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  should  not  be  so  ap- 
plied  as  to  operate,  practically,  to  repeal  or  nullify  the  entire 
chapter  upon  the  subject  of  weights  and  measures.  The  law 
is  founded  upon  experience  and  the  soundest  policy,  and  is, 
like  all  such  enactments,  designed  for  the  better  protection 
of  the  rights  of  parties  acquired  under  such  contracts.  Is  it 
to  be  donbted  that  the  courts,  in  the  construction  of  con- 
tracts, may  feel  an  infinitely  greater  degree  of  assurance 
that  tiiey  will  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion  where  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  all-important  judicial  function  they  may  be 
guided  by  the  unflickering  light  of  the  written  law  rather 
than  by  some  alleged  usage  of  trade,  proved,  it  may  be,  by 
conflicting  evidence  t  We  think  the  rule  of  construction  of 
such  contracts  ought  to  be,  as  contemplated  by  the  legisla- 
ture, that  they  are  to  be  conclusively  presumed  to  have  been 
made  in  reference  to  the  statute,  unless  the  parties  them- 
selves have  agreed  or  indicated  in  their  contracts  that  their 
execution  is  to  be  governed  by  some  usage  of  trade  or  custom 
prevailing  in  the  conmiunity  where  they  were  made,  or  their 
terms  are  to  be  performed.  Such  a  construction  would  give 
force  and  effect  to  the  statute  and  could  not  interfere  with 
the  operation  in  appropriate  cases  of  section  1861  and  other 
code  provisions  established  for  the  interpretation  of  contracts 
whose  terms  are  expressed  in  doubtful  or  ambiguous  language. 
And  when  we  use  the  term  '^  doubtful  or  ambiguous  lan- 
guage," we  mean  language  whose  true  meaning  can  find  no 
exposition  by  reference  alone  to  the  language  of  the  law  itself, 
an  end  which  we  think  can  be  attained  in  the  cases  of  con- 
tracts of  the  kind  under  consideration. 

Section  3222  of  the  Political  Code  is  garbed  in  language 
as  clear  as  a  cloudless  day,  and,  as  observed,  provides  that 
'*  contracts  made  within  this  state  for  work  to  be  done  or  for 
anything  to  be  sold  or  delivered  by  weight  or  measure,  must 
be  construed  according  to  the  foregoing  standards,"  referring 
to  the  preceding  section  establishing  the  standards  of  weights 
and  measures.  Is  it  to  be  held  that  that  section  means  noth- 
ing} Is  there  to  be  found  any  enacted  proviso  qualifying 
the  provisions  of  the  law  as  to  weights  and  measures  in  any 
particular  so  that  they  may  be  disregarded  with  impunity  f 

In  Rogers  v.  Mechanics'  Ins.  Co,,  1  Story,  603,  608,  [Fed. 
Caa.  No.  12,016],  Judge  Story  uses  the  following  language: 
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**I  own  myself  no  friend  to  the  indiscriminate  admission  of 
evidence  of  supposed  usages  and  customs  in  a  peculiar  trade 
and  business,  and  of  the  understanding  of  witnesses  relative 
thereto,  which  has  been  in  former  times  so  freely  resorted 
to,  but  which  is  now  subjected  by  our  courts  to  more  exact 
and  well-defined  restrictions.  Such  evidence  is  often,  very 
often,  of  a  loose  and  indeterminate  nature,  founded  upon 
very  vague  and  indefinite  notions  of  the  subject;  and,  there- 
fore, it  should,  as  I  think,  be  admitted  with  a  cautious  re- 
luctance and  scrupulous  jealousy,  as  it  may  shift  the  whole 
grounds  of  the  ordinary  interpretation  of  policies  of  insur- 
ance and  other  contracts.'* 

At  page  656  of  the  second  volume  of  his  work  on  Contracts, 
Judge  Parsons  says:  ''Where  certain  things  are  to  be  done 
by  the  contract  which  the  law  has  regulated  in  whole  or  in 
part,  the  contract  will  be  held  to  mean  that  they  should  be  so 
done  as  would  be  either  required  or  indicated  by  the  law.*' 

**The  true  office  of  usages  of  trade,"  says  Greenleaf,  sec- 
tion 251,  volume  2,  of  his  work  on  Evidence,  *'is  to  interpret 
the  otherwise  indeterminate  intentions  of  parties,  and  to  as- 
certain the  nature  and  extent  of  their  contracts,  arising  not 
from  express  stipulation,  but  from  mere  implications,  and 
acts  of  a  doubtful  and  equivalent  character;  and  to  fix  and 
explain  the  meaning  of  words  and  expressions  of  doubtful  or 
various  senses." 

**  .  .  .  But,  although  evidence  of  custom  and  usage  may  be 
introduced  in  a  case  to  show  what  the  meaning  of  the  parties 
was  in  regard  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  contract,  or  to 
explain  the  meaning  given  in  particular  trades  or  occupations 
to  certain  words,  yet  evidence  cannot  be  introduced  of  the 
custom  when  the  same  contradicts  the  plain  and  unambiguous 
words  of  the  contract  or  violates  a  settled  legal  rule  of  con- 
struction."    (Bigelow  v.  Legg,  102  N.  Y.  652,  [6  N.  E.  107].) 

The  ** settled  legal  rule  of  construction"  in  this  state  as 
to  such  contracts  is  to  be  found  in  the  provisions  of  the  law 
fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  The  legislature 
has  said  so  in  section  3222  of  the  Political  Code.  The  word 
"pound,"  whose  meaning  is  sought  to  be  modified  or  changed, 
does  not  and  cannot  render  the  contract  ambiguous,  because 
it  is  a  statutory  word.  **  Evidence  cannot  be  introduced  of 
the  custom  when  the  same  contradicts  the  plain  and  unam- 
biguous words  of  the  contract,"  says  the  court  in  Bigelaw  T. 
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Legg,  102  N.  Y.  652,  [6  N.  B.  107].  There  ia  no  claim  here, 
either  expressly  made,  or  deducible  from  the  pleadings,  the 
evidence  or  the  briefs,  that  during  the  negotiations  of  the 
parties  there  was  any  discussion  by  or  understanding  between 
them  that  the  word  ''pound"  should  be  used  in  the  contract 
in  any  other  sense  than  the  usual  or  statutory  one.  The  con- 
tract,  as  pleaded,  is  clear  and  unambiguous.  There  is  no  ob- 
scurity in  its  language,  and  there  can  be  shown  no  just  rea- 
son why  the  word  ** pound"  should  be  subjected  to  an  inter- 
pretation by  one  of  the  parties  peculiar  to  himself  or  his  own 
views. 

We  are  not  to  be  understood  as  questioning  the  ruling  in  the 
Higgins  case,  120  Cal.  629,  [52  Pac.  1080],  in  so  far  as  it 
concerns  the  application  of  section  1861,  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  that  case.  But  we 
do  think  that  the  decision  unnecessarily  lays  down  the  rule 
too  broadly,  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  if 
the  language  of  the  opinion  is  to  be  interpreted  as  holding 
the  rule  to  be  of  such  indiscriminate  and  universal  applica- 
tion in  the  matter  of  the  interpretation  of  express  contracts 
as  to  embrace  all  manner  of  such  instruments,  regardless  of 
the  language  in  which  they  are  expressed,  and  including  those 
which,  in  certain  respects,  the  legislature  has  provided  must 
be  construed  according  to  other  rules  adopted  by  it  for  that 
purpose,  then  we  feel  constrained  to  say  that  we  cannot  sub- 
scribe to  it. 

There  is,  however,  no  attempt  made  in  the  opinion  in  the 
Higgins  case,  120  Cal.  629,  [52  Pac.  1080],  to  combat  the 
authorities  which  it  is  therein  stated  were  ''cited  apparently 
holding  that  a  contract  of  this  nature  must  be  conclusively 
presumed  to  refer  to  the  statutory  weights  and  measures — 
at  least  in  the  absence  of  a  direct  and  express  reference  in 
the  contract  to  a  different  standard."  Nor  is  there  anything 
suggested  in  that  case  as  to  what  disposition  is  to  be  made 
of  section  3222  and  the  other  sections  of  the  Political  Code 
fixing  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures.  The  conclusion 
we  have  reached,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  ques- 
tion under  discussion,  is  that  all  contracts  involving  "work 
to  be  done,  or  anything  to  be  sold  or  delivered  by  weight 
Off  measure,"  must  be,  as  required  by  section  3222,  supra, 
oonstrued  by  the  light  of  the  statute  establishing  in  this  state 
a  standard  of  weights  and  measuresi  unless  the  parties  have 
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expressly  agreed  to,  or  used  language  fairly  indicating  an 
intention  to  be  governed  by,  a  different  standard ;  that  if  there 
ever  existed  anywhere  in  this  state  a  custom  or  usage  of  trade 
in  conflict  with  the  sections  of  the  Political  Code  referred  to, 
it  has  been  abrogated  by  those  sections  to  the  extent  that  the 
law  shall  prevail  over  such  custom  or  usage  of  trade  where 
the  parties  have  not  otherwise  stipulated  in  their  agreement. 
But  we  think  that  there  are  features  in  the  Higgins  case 
which  distinguish  it  from  this.  The  word  *' gross"  is  not 
used  in  the  statute,  and  has,  therefore,  acquired  no  legal 
signification,  whereas,  as  shown,  the  word  "pound"  is  so 
used  and  is  defined.  That  the  phrase  "gross  ton"  has  a  pe- 
culiar meaning  in  commercial  usage  is  shown  by  the  declara- 
tion  of  Justice  Temple  in  the  Higgins  case  "that  the  phrase 
'gross  ton'  is  often  used  in  lieu  of  the  phrase  'long  ton'  with 
which  we  are  all  familiar  in  commercial  reports,  and  which 
always  indicates  a  ton  containing  two  thousand  two  hundred 
and  forty  pounds."  The  adoption  of  any  other  principle 
of  construction  than  that  by  which  we  have  been  governed  in 
reaching  the  conclusion  here  would,  it  seems  to  us,  result  in 
wiping  off  our  statute  books  by  judicial  interpretation  legis- 
lative provisions,  against  the  wisdom  of  which  no  objection 
in  our  opinion  can  be  made. 

During  the  direct  examination  of  James  M.  Reid,  the  plain- 
tiff offered,  and  the  same  was  received  in  evidence  by  the 
court,  a  letter,  under  date  of  March  17,  1900,  addressed  to 
Bell,  and  written  and  signed  by  Beid  Bros.  This  letter  called 
to  the  attention  of  Bell  the  fact  that  the  steel-setters  had  ex- 
perienced some  difficulty  in  placing  the  steel  columns,  "the 
trouble  resulting  either  from  the  improper  placing  of  the 
brackets  on  the  side  columns,  or  the  incorrect  numbering  of 
them."  The  inference  from  the  letter  was  that  the  trouble 
and  consequent  delay  was  due  to  "shop  errors"  in  adjusting 
the  steel  connections  or  mistakes  made  in  marking  the  plan 
numbers  by  which  the  steel-setter  should  be  governed  iii  setting 
the  steel,  and  for  which  errors  and  mistakes  defendants  were 
responsible.  Testimony  had  been  given  on  behalf  of  plaintiff 
that  the  steel  materials  had  been  marked  with  a  shipping 
number  which  was  plainly  visible,  and  it  also  appeared  that 
the  plan  numbers  had  been  marked  on  the  steel,  but  had  been 
painted  over  so  that  they  were  somewhat  obscure.  The  set- 
ter had  undertaken  to  set  the  columns,  etc^  by  the  shipping 
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number  and  thus  had  made  the  mistakes  which  caused  the 
delay  in  this  particular.  During  the  cross-examination  of 
Beid,  counsel  attempted  to  put  in  evidence  a  letter  from  Bell 
to  Beid  Bros.,  dated  April  6,  1900,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  a  reply  to  the  letter  above  referred  to  and  explanatory 
thereof.  The  court  sustained  an  objection  to  the  admission  of 
this  letter.  It  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  its  rul- 
ing excluding  the  letter.  The  letter  begins  with,  ''I  here- 
with return  to  you  Mr.  Arthur's  bill  of  March  81st,  and  in 
reply  will  say  that  I  have  submitted  a  copy  of  this  bill  to  the 
New  York  oflSce,  but  in  the  meantime  I  do  not  consider 
Messrs.  Milliken  Brothers  responsible  for  the  mistake  of  Mr. 
Arthur  in  setting  up  the  columns  by  the  shipping  number  in 
place  of  the  plan  number."  And  then  follows  the  explana- 
tion of  how  Mr.  Arthur  must  have  made  the  mistakes,  and 
that  the  writer  had  pointed  out  the  fact  to  him.  The  objec- 
tion was  that  the  letter  was  hearsay  and  self-serving.  The 
offer  was  made,  of  course,  under  section  1854  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  which  provides  that  '^  •  .  when  a  detached 
act,  declaration,  conversation,  or  writing  is  given  in  evi- 
dence, any  other  act,  declaration,  conversation  or  writing 
which  is  necessary  to  make  it  understood  may  also  be  given 
in  evidence."  The  letter  to  which  the  one  rejected  is  claimed 
to  have  been  a  reply  is  dated,  it  will  be  remembered,  March 
17th.  The  reference  in  the  rejected  letter  to  Mr.  Arthur's 
*'bill  of  March  Slst"  might  indicate  that  it  was  not  directly  in 
reply  to  the  letter  of  the  17th  of  March.  There  is,  however, 
nothing  in  the  excluded  letter  ''which  is  necessary  to  make" 
the  letter  of  March  17th  understood.  There  is  but  one  theory 
upon  which  we  can  perceive  that  the  letter  might  have  been 
properly  admitted,  and  that  is  that  Beid  Bros.,  in  their  17th  of 
March  letter,  having  at  least  by  insinuation  charged  defend- 
ants with  the  delay  due  to  the  mistakes  of  the  steel-setter, 
the  refutation  by  the  latter  in  the  letter  of  April  6th  of  the 
charge  would  prevent  the  inference  of  acquiescence  by  appar- 
ent silence.  But  upon  this  theory  the  ruling  is  without  preju- 
dice to  defendants,  because  Mr.  Bell  in  his  testimony  (page 
415,  transcript)  declared  to  the  jury  that  the  mistakes  were 
due  to  the  carelessness  of  the  steel-setter;  that  Arthur  had 
set  up  the  steel  according  to  the  shipping  numbers  instead 
of  the  plan  numbers;  that  the  plan  numbers  were  placed 
upon  the  materials  so  that  they  could  easily  be  seen;  that  the 
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shipping  numbers  upon  the  columns  did  not  correspond  with 
the  setting  numbers  upon  the  plans,  and  that  he  had  pointed 
these  facts  out  to  Mr.  Arthur.  Thus,  it  will  be  seen,  defend- 
ants presented  to  the  jury  all  that  could  by  any  possibility 
have  been  shown  upon  that  question  by  the  rejected  letter. 

The  witness  Bell,  in  detailing  a  conversation  he  had  with 
one  of  the  Reid  brothers,  said,  among  other  things,  ''that  they 
would  not  hold  us  down  strictly  to  February  shipments." 
Upon  motion  of  plaintiff  the  quoted  portion  was  stricken 
out  by  the  court,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  **  incompetent, 
irrelevant  and  immaterial  testimony."  The  claim  of  plain- 
tiff is  that  the  statement  is  only  a  conclusion  of  the  witness. 
The  part  stricken  out  appears  with  an  extended  statement 
made  by  the  witness  of  a  conversation  with  Reid  and  is  pre- 
sented in  narrative  form  in  the  transcript,  and  it  is  some- 
what difficult  from  the  manner  in  which  it  thus  appears  to 
definitely  say  whether  the  language  used  by  the  witness  was 
intended  to  represent  what  Reid  actuaUy  said,  or  was  only 
the  witness'  conclusion  from  what  he  said.  The  trial  court 
was,  of  course,  in  a  position  to  determine  whether  the  part 
stricken  out  was  a  conclusion  or  not.  But  the  ruling  was 
harmless  in  any  view,  because,  whether  or  not  the  ship- 
ments were  to  be  made  under  the  contract  in  the  month  of 
February  was  immaterial,  if,  as  we  think  the  evidence  con- 
clusively shows,  the  understanding  of  the  parties  was  that 
shipments  were  in  any  event  to  be  so  made  that  the  building 
could  be  completed  and  occupied  by  the  1st  of  July,  1900. 

Nor  do  we  think  the  court  committed  error  in  sustaining  the 
objection  to  the  question  propounded  to  the  witness  Arthur: 
''The  amount  of  the  bill  which  you  rendered  for  all  of  this 
riveting  and  reframing  amounted  to  $189,  did  it  nott"  The 
witness  had  already  testified  that  the  amount  of  the  bill  for 
the  work  referred  to  was  the  sum  of  $189,  and,  therefore,  no 
injury  could  have  resulted  to  defendants  by  the  refusal  of 
the  court  to  allow  a  repetition  of  the  statement.  The  fact 
was  before  the  jury  for  all  the  purposes  for  which  it  might 
be  pertinently  used  in  the  case. 

While  Mr.  Reid  was  testifying,  a  letter,  written  by  his  firm 
to  the  defendants,  under  date  of  June  8,  1900,  was  called 
to  his  attention  on  cross-examination  by  appellants,  and  on 
their  motion  admitted  in  evidence.  The  letter  related  to  the 
differences  arising  between  plaintiff  and  defendants  by  reason 
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of  the  delay  in  the  completion  of  the  building,  and  the 
causes  thereof.  On  redirect  examination,  the  witness,  over 
the  objection  of  counsel  for  defendants,  was  permitted  to  ex- 
plain to  the  jury  "under  what  circumstances  that  letter  was 
written."  The  question  elicited  a  statement  to  the  effect  that 
plaintiff  was  anxious  to  settle  the  trouble,  and  that  witness 
had  in  view  the  purpose  of  "getting  the  lowest  amount  Hale 
would  want  to  settle  for,  irrespective  of  figuring  the  damages, 
which  it  was  impossible  to  do  at  that  time."  The  letter  fixed 
"the  total  time  of  delay  at  the  minimum  for  the  sake  of 
amicable  settlement,  namely,  one  month  and  a  half.''  As 
the  time  of  delay  suggested  as  the  basis  of  settlement  in  said 
letter  was  considerably  less  than  that  to  which  the  witness 
had  testified  in  the  case,  it  was  important  to  present  the  rea- 
sons why  and  circumstances  under  which  the  letter  was  writ- 
ten. The  objection  was,  we  think,  without  merit.  Defend- 
ants introduced  the  letter  into  the  record,  and  if  there  were 
any  inconsistencies  or  apparent  inconsistencies  between  the 
statements  contained  in  the  letter  and  the  testimony  pre- 
viously given  by  the  witness  on  any  material  point  in  the 
controversy,  it  was  proper  for  the  witness,  who  was  the  au- 
thor of  the  letter,  to  explain  them.  A  witness  who  has  made 
at  another  time  statements  at  variance  with  his  testimony 
would  have  the  undoubted  right  to  explain  or  reconcile  them 
with  his  evidence  as  given  in  the  case,  if  he  could  do  so. 
There  can  be  no  reason  why  the  same  principle  should  not  ap- 
ply where  the  explanation  is  as  to  a  letter  written  by  the  wit- 
ness, where,  of  course,  there  is  not  imported  into  such  ex- 
planation a  statement  of  extraneous  matters,  or  facts  foreign 
to  a  legitimate  explanation.  The  explanation  seems  to  have 
been  well  within  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  offered,  in- 
troducing nothing  which  could  serve  any  other  end  than  to 
show  the  reason  why  the  proposition  submitted  in  the  letter 
was  made. 

The  following  instruction  was  given  by  the  court  at  the 
request  of  plaintiff:  "The  contract  of  sale  is  admitted  in  the 
pleadings.  It  is  admitted  that  on  or  about  the  10th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1900,  the  plaintiff.  Hale  Brothers,  purchased  from  the 
defendants,  Milliken  Brothers,  and  Milliken  Brothers  sold  to 
Hale  Brothers  certain  steel  for  their  building  to  be  erected 
in  San  Francisco,  at  certain  prices  per  pound.  That  said 
steel  was  to  be  delivered  1  o.  b.  New  York  City,  during  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


864  Halb  Bbos.  i;.  BIilliken.  [5  Cal.  App. 

month  of  February,  1900.  That  said  steel  was  to  be  pre- 
pared and  shipped  according  to  the  plans  and  specifications 
prepared  by  Hale  Brothers'  architects.  One  of  liie  specifica- 
tions which  became  a  part  of  the  contract  was  as  follows: 
•  .  •  ''  It  is  insisted  by  appellants  that  this  instraction  is  er- 
roneous for  the  reason  that,  as  they  contend,  while  the  an- 
swer does  not  deny  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  steeL  it 
does  put  in  issue  the  allegation  that  such  steel  was  to  be  de- 
livered during  the  month  of  February,  1900,  or  during  any 
specified  month. 

At  the  request  of  defendant  the  following  instruction  was 
given  by  the  court:  ''Defendants,  in  their  answer,  do  not 
deny  the  making  of  the  contract,  as  alleged  in  the  eamplaint 
[the  italics  are  ours]  other  than  they  deny  that  they  agreed 
to  deliver  the  steel  at  any  other  place  thiui  the  City  of  New 
York,  in  the  State  of  New  York." 

The  contract,  as  alleged  in  the  complaint,  is  as  follows: 
"Plaintiff  agreed  to  purchase  and  defendants  agreed  to  for- 
nish  and  deliver  all  the  steel  required  by  the  plans,  specifica- 
tions and  drawings  made  by  the  architects  employed  by  plain- 
tiff, to  be  used  in  the  construction  of  a  building  to  be  erected 
by  plaintiff  on  the  lot  of  land  leased,  as  aforesaid,  by  plain- 
tiff from  David  B.  Jones,  at  the  following  prices:  •  .  •  all 
of  said  steel  work  to  be  delivered  f.  o.  b.  to  plaintiff  during 
the  month  of  February,  1900,  to  enable  plaintiff  to  complete 
and  occupy  said  building  on  or  before  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1900,  and  all  of  said  steel  work  to  be  made  and  completed 
in  conformity  with  the  plans,  specifications  and  drawings  pre- 
pared by  the  aforesaid  architects  and  delivered  in  such  con- 
dition as  to  be  immediately  set  up  in  said  building.'' 

The  court  submitted  for  determination  by  the  jury  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  place  at  which  the  steel  was  to  be  delivered. 
The  complaint  nowhere  by  direct  averment  declares  that  the 
steel  was  to  be  delivered  at  any  other  place  than  New  York 
city.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  instruction  complained 
of  contained  a  fair  statement  of  the  contract  admitted  by 
the  answer,  and  concerning  the  existence  of  which  there  was 
no  controversy  at  the  trial.  The  question  at  issue  was  not, 
whether  a  contract  had,  in  fact,  been  made  by  the  parties, 
but  whether  or  not  there  had  been  a  breach  of  the  terms 
thereof  by  one  of  the  parties.  The  criticised  instruction 
contains  practically  nothing  more  than  was  embraced  in  tho 
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instruction,  from  which  we  have  presented  an  ezeerpt,  given 
by  the  conrt  at  defendants'  own  request.  It  is  true  the  an- 
swer denied  that  delivery  was  to  be  made  in  the  month  of 
Februaiy,  but,  even  so,  the  appellants  are  not  in  a  position 
to  complain  of  an  instruction  which,  in  effect,  only  harmonizes 
with  one  given  by  the  court  upon  their  own  suggestion.  Be- 
sides, as  we  think  we  have  shown,  it  is  dear  from  the  evi- 
dence that  haste  in  the  completion  of  the  building  was  the 
controlling  feature  of  the  contract,  as  understood  by  both 
parties,  and  as  pleaded.  The  complaint  avers  that  the  par- 
ties entered  into  the  contract  of  sale  with  a  plain  undep> 
standing  of  the  terms  of  the  lease  between  Jones  and  plain- 
tiff, and  thus  discloses  the  importance  to  the  latter  of  the 
completion  of  the  building  so  that  it  could  be  occupied  by 
the  first  day  of  July,  at  which  time  payment  of  the  rent  for 
the  ground  was  to  begin.  What  we  have  said  with  reference 
to  the  ruling  striking  out  certain  portions  of  witness  Bell's 
testimony  applies  with  equal  pertinency  and  force  to  the 
point  under  discussion.  The  important  element  of  the  con- 
tract was  haste  in  the  delivery  of  the  steel — ^that  is,  such 
prompt  delivery  thereof  as  would  insure  the  completion  of 
the  building  by  the  time  desired.  Of  what  moment,  then, 
could  it  be  whether  the  steel  was  delivered  in  February  or  at 
a  subsequent  time,  if  the  object  sought  by  prompt  delivery 
were  nevertheless  accomplished  t  Under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  as  developed  by  the  evidence  the  instruction  could 
not  have  prejudiced  the  defendants. 

There  are  many  other  errors  assigned,  some  of  which  are 
referred  to  in  the  briefs  of  counsel  as  worthy  of  notice,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  give  them  special  attention.  We  have 
examined  them  all  with  care,  and  can  see  nothing  in  them 
impinging  upon  the  substantial  rights  of  defendants. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J^  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  May  3,  1907,  and  the  following 
opinion  was  then  rendered: 

HABT,  J. — We  have  given  the  petition  for  a  rehearing  of 
this  cause  careful  consideration,  and  are  unable  to  discover 
any  reason  for  changing  our  views,  as  expressed  in  the  main 
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opinion,  upon  the  questions  discussed.  It  may  be  suggested 
that,  since  filing  the  original  opinion  in  this  case,  there  has 
come  to  our  notice  the  recent  case  of  Leonhart  v.  California 
Wine  Assn.,  ante,  p.  19,  [89  Pac.  847],  in  which  the  court 
of  the  first  appellate  district  discusses  at  some  length  the 
question  of  the  resort  to  a  custom  or  usage  of  trade  for  the 
purpose  of  interpreting  the  language  of  a  written  or  other 
express  contract.  The  authorities  cited  therein  were  not 
called  to  our  attention  by  the  attorneys  in  the  case  before 
us.  We  think  some  of  them  are  applicable  here.  It  appears 
to  be  the  settled  rule  in  this  state,  and  ought  to  be,  that 
where  the  contract  is  certain  in  its  terms,  parol  proof  of 
a  usage  is  inadmissible.  (Withers  v.  Moore,  140  Gal.  591, 
[74  Pac.  159] .)  We  not  only  think  that  the  rule  thus  stated 
is  applicable  here,  but  also  reiterate  our  adherence  to  the 
position  that,  where  a  statute  itself  furnishes  a  rule  of  in- 
terpretation of  certain  contracts,  as  we  think  is  the  case 
here,  that  rule  should  be  the  sole  guide  of  the  courts  in  the 
interpretation  of  such  contracts,  unless  the  parties  thereto, 
by  said  contract,  have  themselves  interpreted  the  same,  or 
furnished  a  rule  by  the  stipulations  of  the  contract  for  an 
interpretation  different  from  that  prescribed  by  the  statute. 
The  necessary  effect  of  the  application  of  the  rule  involved 
in  section  1861  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  to  all  cases 
of  the  interpretation  of  contracts,  as  contended  for  by  coun- 
sel and  as  he  insists  is  authorized  by  the  opinion  in  the  case 
of  Higgins  v.  California  Petroleum  and  Asphalt  Co.,  120  Cal. 
629,  [52  Pac.  1080],  would  be  to  provide  easy  means  of  vary- 
ing the  terms  of  any  written  contract  by  parol,  however  plain 
and  well  understood  the  language  of  such  contract  might  be. 
We  cannot  conceive  a  more  dangerous  application  of  a  role 
of  construction  or  interpretation,  and  hardly  think  the  court 
intended  that  section  1861,  supra,  should  be  pressed,  in  its 
application,  to  the  extent  to  which  the  language  in  the  Hig- 
gins case  may  be  construed  as  carrying  it. 

We  feel  satisfied  with  the  conclusion  reached  upon  all  the 
points  made  by  counsel,  and  the  petition  for  a  rehearing  will, 
therefore,  be  denied. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court,  af* 
ter  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  bj 
the  supreme  court  on  May  31,  1907, 
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[Civ.  No.  834.     Second  Appellate  District.— Aprfl  8,  1907.] 

MERIDIAN  OIL  COMPANY,  Respondent,  v.  T.  H.  DUN- 
HAM, Appellant. 

SPIOinO  PSBFOBMANCE — CONTBAOT  TO  CONVXT  BEAL  ESTATX  TO  GOBPO- 

KATION — SuFWcrENCY  OF  COMPLAINT. — ^In  an  action  by  an  oil  com- 
pany to  enforce  specific  performance  of  a  contract  by  defendant  to 
convey  three  lots  of  land  thereto,  where  the  complaint  shows  that, 
in  consideration  of  a  purchase  of  land  from  the  defendant,  includ- 
ing the  three  lots  afterward  acquired  by  him  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  the  refinery  thereon,  it  had  issued  its  capital  stock,  which 
defendant  accepted  and  retained,  and  that  it  has  erected  valuable 
improvements  on  the  three  lots,  which  defendant  had  refused  to 
eonvey,  and  alleged  that  the  contract  to  convey  the  three  lots  was 
reasonable  and  Just  as  to  the  defendant,  it  states  a  cause  of  action, 
and  a  demurrer  thereto  was  properly  overruled. 

Id. — BmsK  AS  to  Pleading  Yalux  of  Land  Inafpucablx. — ^The  well- 
recogniced  rule  that  in  actions  for  specific  performance  the  com- 
plaint must  state  the  value  of  the  land,  or  other  facts  showing  that 
the  consideration  is  adequate,  Ib  not  applicable  to  the  facts  existing 
in  this  case. 

Id. — Estoppel  of  Defendant  to  Question  Adequacy. — ^Af  ter  accepting 
and  retaining  the  agreed  consideration  for  the  whole  purchase,  the 
defendant  cannot  question  the  adequacy  thereof. 

Id. — Parol  Conteaot — ^Paet  Peepoemance — Impbovements. — ^Though 
the  contract  to  convey  the  land  was  by  parol,  a  specific  performance 
of  it  may  be  enforced,  when  the  pa3rment  therefor  has  been  accom- 
panied not  only  by  a  change  of  possession,  but  by  a  large  expendi- 
ture of  money  upon  the  lots  by  way  of  improvements  thereon,  con- 
sisting of  a  number  of  tanks  constituting  a  part  of  the  plant  of  iti 
oil  refinery. 

Id. — Pleading  and  Pboof  as  to  Impbovements. — ^Where  the  contract 
did  not  in  terms  call  for  an  improvement,  it  was  not  necessary  to 
allege  or  prove  that  the  improvements  upon  the  property  were  made 
pursuant  to  the  agreement. 

Id. — Dogum£Ntab7  Evidence — Ebbob  not  Disclosed. — ^Where  no  error 
in  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  documentary  evidence  is  shown,  for 
the  reason  that  no  copy  thereof  is  included  in  the  record  upon  ap- 
peal, it  must  be  concluded  that  the  ruling  of  the  court  thereon  was 
correct. 

Id. — Obiginal  Book  Entbt  Showinq  Oontbact. — The  original  book  en- 
try showing  the  contract  between  the  corpoiation  and  the  defendant 
for  the  purchase  of  the  land  and  lots  described  at  a  eertain  price, 
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to  be  paid  for  in  stock,  was  properly  admitted  as  showing  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  with  defendant  as  the  president. 

Id. — Impbopeb  Evidence-^Underbtandino  and  Intention  ov  Detend- 
ANT — Ck)NCLU8iON. — Questions  on  direct  examination  of  the  defend* 
ant  as  to  his  understanding  and  intention  to  convey  the  lots  in  ques- 
tion were  properly  disallowed  as  calling  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
witness. 

lb. — ^Disposition  of  Stook  Immatebial— Aid  of  Oompant. — The  subse- 
quent disposition  of  the  stock  received  in  consideration  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  and  lots,  by  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  trus- 
tees to  aid  the  company  in  tiding  over  the  flnnncial  distress,  eould 
not,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  so  to  do,  release  appellant  from 
his  obligation  to  convey  the  property,  and  was  immateriaL 

lb. — Advancement  of  Monet  to  Cobporation — ^Position  of  Gbeditor. — 
The  advance  of  money  by  the  defendant  to  the  corporation  only 
placed  defendant  in  a  position  in  common  with  other  creditors 
thereof,  and  could  not  entitle  him  to  withhold  the  conveyance  of 
the  lots  unless  his  claim  was  paid. 

XD.--Ck)NTKAOT  OF  Saijb— SuppoBT  OF  FINDINGS.— ffekl,  that  the  evi- 
dence in  the  record  conclusively  supports  the  findings  that  the  de- 
fendant entered  into  an  agreement  to  sell  the  lots  in  controversy, 
and  that  his  conduct  was  each  as  to  estop  him  from  claiming  the 
contrary. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  O. 
A.  Gibbs,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

W.  C.  Batcheller,  for  Appellant 

Dunning  &  Craig,  for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — Action  to  enforce  specifie  performance  of  t 
contract  to  convey  real  estate. 

On  July  14,  1902,  the  plaintiff  was  a  corporation  having  a 
board  of  three  directors,  of  which  defendant  and  his  wife 
were  members  and  president  and  secretary  respectively  there- 
of. It  had  in  process  of  construction  an  oil  refinery  located 
upon  certain  lands,  which  were  then  owned  or  afterward 
acquired  by  defendant.  At  a  meeting  held  on  said  date,  all 
the  directors  being  present,  its  board  adopted  a  resolution 
to  purchase  from  the  defendant  the  real  estate  upon  which 
it  was  constructing  its  plants  and  pay  therefor  in  capital 
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stock  of  the  company,  and  authorized  the  secretary  to  is- 
sue said  stock  to  the  defendant.  The  stock  was  issued  in  ac- 
cordance with  said  resolution  and  delivered  to  defendant, 
who  conveyed,  or  caused  to  be  conveyed,  to  plaintiff  all  of 
the  property  except  the  three  lots  involved  in  this  action,  and 
which  he  did  not  then  own,  but  subsequently  acquired.  Plain- 
tiff took  possession  of  the  property,  including  the  three  lots, 
and  has  made  valuable  improvements  thereon,  having  a  num- 
ber of  oil  tanks  located  upon  the  lots,  conveyance  of  which 
defendant  withholds.  After  making  these  improvements, 
plaintiff  learned  the  condition  of  the  title  and  demanded  a 
conveyance  from  defendant,  and  upon  refusal  to  convey 
brought  this  action. 

Appellant's  demurrer  was  properly  overruled.  The  alle- 
gations of  the  complaint  sufficiently  show  that  the  contract 
was,  as  to  the  defendant,  reasonable  and  just.  The  consid- 
eration for  the  sale  was  capital  stock  of  plaintiff  company. 
This  was  issued  to  and  accepted  by  defendant,  who  executed 
a  deed  of  conveyance  to  a  part  of  the  property.  The  well- 
recognized  rule  that  in  actions  for  specific  performance  the 
complaint  must  state  the  value  of  the  land  or  other  facts  show- 
ing that  the  consideration  is  adequate  is  not  applicable  to 
the  facts  existing  here.  Alter  accepting  and  retaining  the 
agreed  consideration,  appellant  cannot  question  the  adequacy 
thereof.  (Nicholson  v.  Tarpey,  70  CaL  608,  [12  Pac.  778].) 
The  agreement  to  sell  was  based  upon  a  parol  contract  To 
justify  a  court  of  equity  in  enforcing  the  same,  there  must 
be,  on  the  part  of  the  purchaser,  part  performance  thereof 
within  the  meaning  of  section  1741,  Civil  Code.  Payment 
of  the  purchase  price  alone  does  not  constitute  such  part  per- 
formance. Such  payment  must  be  accompanied  by  a  change 
of  possession,  or  an  expenditure  of  money  upon  the  prop- 
erty. Not  only  was  there  a  change  of  possession  and  pay- 
ment of  the  consideration  here,  but  a  large  expenditure  was 
made  upon  these  lots  in  the  way  of  improvements  thereon, 
consisting  of  a  number  of  tanks  constituting  a  part  of  the 
plant  for  its  oil  refinery.  (Calanchini  v.  Bransteiter,  84  CaL 
249,  [24  Pac.  149].)  As  the  contract  called  for  no  improve- 
ment, it  was  not  necessary  to  allege  or  prove  that  the  improve- 
ments upon  the  property  were  made  purtuant  to  the  agree- 
ment. (Freeman  v.  Freeman,  43  N.  Y«  84^  [8  Am.  Bep. 
961}.) 
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An  examination  of  the  record  discloses  no  error  in  the  rul- 
ings of  the  court  in  admitting  evidence.  Neither  the  copy  of 
the  plat  admitted  in  evidence,  nor  the  certificate  excluded 
therefrom,  is  included  in  the  record,  and  without  which  we 
must  conclude  that  the  ruling  of  the  court  thereon  was  cor- 
rect. 

The  book  entry  dated  July  14,  1902,  in  the  journal  of  the 
company,  whereby  it  appeared  that  the  company  had  bought 
from  appellant  the  lots  described  in  the  resolution  of  that 
date  and  paid  therefor  in  stock  at  a  certain  price,  taken  in 
connection  with  appellant's  relation  to  the  corporation  as  its 
president,  was  material  as  tending  to  show  the  parol  con- 
tract with  appellant,  and  was,  therefore,  properly  admitted. 
The  evidence  offered  by  defendant  relative  to  a  sale  of  the 
company's  property  to  one  Jordan  appears  to  have  been 
wholly  irrelevant,  and  was  properly  excluded. 

On  direct  examination  appellant  was  interrogated  as  to 
his  understanding  and  intention  as  to  what  he  was  to  con- 
vey and  as  to  whether  he  intended  to  convey  the  lots  in  ques- 
tion to  the  company;  all  of  which  and  other  like  questions 
called  for  the  conclusion  of  the  witness. 

It  was  likewise  wholly  immaterial  what  appellant  did  with 
the  stock  received  by  him  as  consideration  for  the  promised 
conveyance  of  the  lots.  The  fact  that  it  was,  pursuant  to  a 
subsequent  contract,  placed  in  the  hands  of  trustees  to  aid 
the  company  in  tiding  over  its  financial  distress  could  not, 
in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  so  to  do,  release  appellant 
from  his  obligation  to  convey  the  property.  Nor  did  the  fact 
that  he  had  subsequently  advanced  money  to  the  corpora- 
tion entitle  him  to  withhold  the  conveyance  unless  his  claim 
was  paid.  His  position  in  this  respect  was  one  in  common 
with  other  creditors.  (San  Francisco  Water  Co.  v.  Pattee^ 
86  Cal.  623,  [25  Pac.  135].) 

The  main  contention  of  appellant  is  that,  if  for  no  other 
reason,  the  judgment  and  order  denying  his  motion  for  a 
new  trial  should  be  reversed  upon  the  ground  that  the  evi- 
dence fails  to  show  an  agreement  on  his  part  to  sell  the  prop- 
erty. It  conclusively  appears  from  the  record  that  defend- 
ant was  president  of  the  company;  that  he  and  his  wife  at 
the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  held  practically  all 
of  the  issued  stock ;  that  he  was  present  at  the  time  the  resolu- 
tion was  offered  and  adopted;  that  he  accepted  and  retained 
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the  stock  named  in  this  resolution  as  the  consideration  for 
the  purchase  of  the  lots  therein  designated  and  described; 
that  he  assisted  in  locating  the  lines  of  the  property  and  with 
an  employee  staked  out  where  to  set  the  tanks  on  these  lots; 
that  he,  in  selling  stock,  represented  to  the  purchaser  thereof 
that  the  company  owned  these  lots;  and  in  the  face  of  all  this 
he  strenuoudy  contends  that  he  never  agreed  to  sell  the  lots 
in  question.  As  we  have  seen,  the  adequacy  of  the  consid- 
eration is  not  involved  in  the  action.  The  court  finds  that  the 
contract  was  fair  and  just  as  to  defendant,  and  the  evidence 
supports  the  findings.  We  cannot  approve  of  the  position 
for  which  appellant  contends.  It  requires  no  authority  to 
support  the  statement  that  one  occupying  the  position  with 
reference  to  a  corporation  held  by  appellant  should  be  bound 
to  the  highest  standard  of  good  faith.  Any  other  view  would 
open  wide  the  door  for  the  perpetration  of  gross  fraud. 

What  we  have  said  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  complaint 
answers  appellant's  contention  as  to  the  court's  failure  to  find 
any  facts  upon  which  it  could  be  determined  that  the  con- 
sideration was  just  and  reasonable.  The  court  did  find  the 
ultimate  fact  that  it  ''was  just  and  reasonable  as  to  defend- 
ant." 

Judgment  and  order  appealed  from  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Crim.   No.  86.    First   AppeUate   District.— April   12,   1907.] 

In  re  SAMUEL  M.  SHORTRIDGB,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

Habeas  Goapus — Commitment  of  Attorney  fob  Contempt — ^Peesump- 
TiON  IN  Fatob  of  Accused. — ^Upon  an  application  for  a  writ  of 
kdbeas  corpus  to  review  the  yalidity  of  the  commitment  of  an  at- 
torney for  contempt  of  the  superior  court,  though  the  law  does 
not  permit  the  petitioner  to  contradict  the  recitals  of  facts  set 
forth  in  the  order  of  commitment,  yet  no  presumption  or  intend- 
ments can  be  indulged  in  against  the  petitioner.  The  offense  be- 
ing criminal  in  its  nature,  both  the  charge  and  the  finding  of 
the  court  are  to  be  strictly  construed  in  favor  of  the  accused;  and 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  commitment  must  be  sufficient  to  show 
contempt  within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  without  the  aid  of  intend- 
Dents  and  presumptions. 
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lD.-*-lNTKSBnPTioN  OF  Pbogbedinob  07  Ck>UBfr— Faots  not  Stated. — 
The  gtatement  that  the  attornej  held  for  contempt  interrupted  the 
proeeedings  of  the  court,  against  the  order  of  the  court  to  eeaae 
■oeh  interruption,  without  stating  what  he  said  and  did,  does  not 
eomply  with  the  mandate  of  the  law  that  the  facts  occurring  in  the 
immediate  view  and  presence  of  the  court  must  be  recited  in  the 
order.  Manj  interruptions  bj  an  attorney  maj  be  lawful  and 
proper,  and  the  particular  eircnmstances  of  the  interruption  must 
be  set  forth,  in  order  that  the  eommitment  shall  show  on  its  face 
that  the  remarks  of  the  attorney  were  out  of  the  line  of  his  dntj 
as  an  official  of  the  court,  and  to  the  part/  represented  hj  him. 

lb. — Stjpposabli  Foundation  fob  Contempt — Client  a  Fuoitivb  from 
Justice — ^Faots  not  Shown* — ^A  defendant  in  a  criminal  ease  who 
is  a  fugitive  from  justice,  or  who  refuses  to  submit  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  has  no  right  to  be  heard  in  court  by 
counsel,  until  he  does  submit  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court;  and  if  the  commitment  had  shown  what  does  not  appear 
therein,  that  the  client  of  the  petitioner  was  at  the  time  of  the 
aets  complained  of  a  fugitive  from  justice,  and  that  the  court 
for  that  reason  had  refused  to  permit  him  to  address  the  eourt  in 
behalf  of  his  client,  and  that  he  nevertheless  persisted  in  so  do* 
ing,  the  action  of  the  eourt  in  adjudging  him  guilty  of  contempt 
would  be  sustained.  But  this  rule  cannot  apply  where  no  such 
fact  or  reason  is  shown  in  the  commitment  for  denying  to  the  pe- 
titioner the  right  to  address  the  eourt. 

HEABINO  on  habeas  corpus  to  the  sheriff  of  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  to  test  the  validity  of  a  com- 
mitment for  contempt  by  the  Superior  Court  of  said  city 
and  county.    F.  H.  Dunne,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Peter  F.  Dunne,  Frank  P.  Murphy,  Henry  Ach,  Robert 
Ferral,  and  Charles  H.  Fairall,  for  Petitioner. 

Hiram  W.  Johnson,  for  Respondent. 

HALL,  J. — Samuel  M.  Shortridge  heretofore  filed  in  fhb 
court  hia  petition,  wherein  he  alleged  that  he  was  illegally 
restrained  of  his  liberty  by  Thomas  F.  O'Neil  as  sheriff  of 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  and  praying  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  carpus^  to  be  directed  to  said  sheriff,  which  being 
granted,  said  sheriff  in  due  time  made  return  thereto  that  he 
held  said  Shortridge  in  custody  by  virtue  of  a  conviction 
and  judgment  for  contempt  of  court,  a  certified  copy  of  the 
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commitment  being  attached  to  the  return.  At  the  hearing 
before  this  court  petitioner  excepted  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
return  by  way  of  a  demurrer  thereto,  to  the  effect  that  the 
commitment  is  on  its  face  void,  for  the  reason  that  it  does 
not  set  forth  facts  sufficient  to  warrant  a  conviction  or  judg- 
ment for  contempt  of  court 

The  commitment,  after  reciting  the  title  of  the  court,  is  in 
the  words  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"On  this  day  the  Superior  Court  of  the  State  of  California 
in  and  for  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  being  regu- 
larly  in  session,  and  having  then  and  there  regularly  before 
it  the  actions  and  proceedings  of  the  People  vs.  Eugene  E. 
Schmitz  and  Abraham  Buef,  and  being  then  and  there  en- 
gaged in  such  actions  and  proceedings  in  the  taking  of  testi- 
mony in  open  court  while  a  witness,  William  J.  Walsh,  was 
upon  the  witness  stand  in  open  court  and  being  regularly 
examined  and  interrogated  in  respect  to  said  actions  and 
proceedings,  after  the  said  William  J.  Walsh  had  been  duly 
and  regularly  sworn  to  testify  as  a  witness  in  said  matter, 
and  while  he  was  so  testifying  in  regard  to  his  actions  in  the 
matter  of  serving  an  attachment  for  the  body  and  person  of 
one  Abraham  Kuef,  which  had  theretofore  on  the  7th  day  of 
March,  1907,  been  regularly  issued  by  said  court  and  deliv- 
ered to  said  William  J.  Walsh  for  execution  as  Coroner  of 
the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  State  of  California, 
by  reason  of  the  fact  that  said  court  had  theretofore  duly 
made  and  entered  its  order,  adjudging  that  Thomas  F.  CNeil, 
the  duly  qualified,  elected  and  acting  Sheriff  of  said  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  was  disqualified  to  act  in  said 
matter,  and  after  said  court  had  on  several  occasions  admon- 
ished said  Samuel  M.  Shortridge  to  take  his  seat  and  to  refrain 
from  interrupting  the  said  proceedings,  or  from  interfering 
with  the  due  and  orderly  administration  of  justice,  or  the 
orderly  administration  of  the  procedure  in  said  court,  and 
the  said  Shortridge  having  refused  to  obey  the  orders  and 
directions  of  said  court,  and  having  interrupted  and  continued 
to  interrupt  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  proceedings  before 
the  said  Court,  and  having  interrupted  and  interfered  with 
the  due  and  orderly  administration  of  justice  in  said  court, 
the  said  court  adjudged  the  said  Shortridge  guilty  of  con- 
tempt  of  court,  and  directed  that  the  Sheriff  of  the  City 
snd  County  of  San  Francisco  take  the  said  Shortridge  into 
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custody,  and  that  he  be  confined  for  the  period  of  twenty- 
four  hours  in  the  County  Jail  of  the  City  and  County  of 
San  Francisco,  and  the  Court  then  found  and  now  finds  the 
following  facts  in  relation  to  the  said  contempt,  to  wit:  that 
on  the  8th  day  of  March,  1907,  there  was  pending  before 
the  above-entitled  court  an  action  or  proceeding  entitled  The 
People  of  the  State  of  California,  Plaintiflf,  vs.  Eugene  B. 
Schmitz  and  Abraham  Buef ,  Defendants ;  that  the  said  court 
on  said  day  duly  and  regularly  met,  and  was  during  the  time 
hereinafter  mentioned  duly  and  regularly  holding  a  session 
of  the  said  court ;  that  in  the  matter  of  the  said  action  and 
said  proceeding  the  witness  had  been  in  said  court  at  said 
time  duly  and  regularly  sworn,  and  was  being  examined  and 
interrogated  as  such  witness  in  said  action  on  said  day;  that 
during  the  time  of  the  examination  of  said  witness  the  said 
Samuel  M.  Shortridge  addressed  the  said  court,  interrupted 
the  said  proceedings,  and  was  admonished  and  warned  by  the 
said  court  to  take  his  seat  and  to  cease  his  interruptions, 
and  the  said  Samuel  M.  Shortridge  refused  then  and  there 
to  obey  the  order  and  direction  of  the  said  Court;  that 
the  said  Shortridge  continued  to  talk  to  said  court  and  in- 
terrupt the  said  proceedings,  although  directed  by  the  said 
Court  to  cease  to  do  so;  and  the  conduct  and  acts  and  lan- 
guage of  the  said  Shortridge  were  calculated  to  and  they 
did  interrupt  the  orderly  conduct  of  the  investigation  and 
proceeding  before  said  Court,  and  they  did  interfere  with 
and  interrupt  the  administration  of  justice  in  said  court;  that 
the  conduct  and  the  language  of  the  said  Shortridge  were 
boisterous  and  offensive;  that  by  reason  thereof  the  said  Short- 
ridge was  guilty  of  a  contempt  of  court  committed  in  the 
immediate  presence  of  the  court;  and  the  court  being  fully 
advised  in  the  premises; 

''It  is  hereby  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the  said 
Shortridge  be  confined  in  the  County  jail  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco  for  the  period  of  twenty-four  hours; 
that  the  sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
take  the  said  Shortridge  into  bis  custody  and  execute  this 
sentence  and  order. 

''Dated  March  8,  1907. 

"P.  H.  DUNNE, 
"Judge  of  the  Superior  Court" 
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The  law  does  not  permit  the  petitioner  to  contradict  the 
facts  set  forth  in  the  order  of  commitment,  but  the  recitals 
of  the  facts  must  be  taken  as  true  upon  the  hearing  before 
this  court  on  the  proceedings  for  a  discharge  by  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  no  presumptions  or  intendments  can 
be  indulged  in  against  the  prisoner,  but  the  facts  set  forth 
in  the  commitment  must  be  sufficient  to  show  contempt  within 
the  meaning  of  the  law  without  the  aid  of  intendments  and 
presumptions. 

*'The  power  of  the  court  to  punish  for  an  alleged  contempt 
of  its  authority,  though  undoubted,  is  in  its  nature  arbitrary, 
and  its  exercise  is  not  to  be  upheld  except  under  the  circum- 
stances and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law.  It  is  essen- 
tial to  the  validity  of  proceedings  in  contempt,  subjecting  a 
party  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  that  they  show  a  case  in 
point  of  jurisdiction  within  the  provisions  of  the  law  by  which 
such  proceedings  are  authorized,  for  mere  presumptions  and 
intendments  are  not  to  be  indulged  in  their  support." 
{Batchelder  v.  Moore,  42  CaL  415.) 

In  Overend  v.  Superior  Court,  131  Cal.  280,  [63  Pac.  372], 
it  was  said:  ''In  the  case  of  a  contempt  committed  in  the 
presence  of  the  Court,  the  section  says  that  the  order  adju- 
dicating the  contempt  must  contain  a  recital  of  the  facts. 
This  provision  can  only  mean  that  the  order  must  contain 
a  recital  of  those  facts  which  make  out  a  contempt,  that  is, 
a  recital  of  those  facts  which,  in  a  case  of  constructive  con- 
tempt, the  law  says  must  be  incorporated  in  an  affidavit." 
In  other  words,  the  facts  that  prove  the  contempt,  and  not 
mere  conclusions. 

To  the  same  effect  are  People  v.  Turner,  1  Cal.  155;  People 
V.  Bowe,  7  Cal.  183;  Ex  parte  ZeeJiandelaar,  71  CaL  238,  [12 
Pac.  259]. 

In  Ex  parte  Zeehandelaar,  the  prisoner  was  discharged  be- 
cause the  return  did  not  show  that  a  question  that  he  had 
refused  to  answer  as  a  witness  was  pertinent  to  the  matter  in 
issue  before  the  court.  In  Overend  v.  Superior  Court,  131 
Cal.  280,  [63  Pac.  372],  an  order  adjudging  a  witness  guilty 
of  contempt  was  annuUed  on  certiorari  because  the  question 
which  he  had  refused  to  answer  was  not  set  forth,  and  the 
order  therefore  did  not  show  that  he  had  refused  to  answer 
a  pertinent  question,  for  which  reason  the  order  did  not  state 
facts  showing  the  accused  to  be  guilty  of  contempt  ^  court. 
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These  two  last-cited  eases  strikingly  illvBtrate  the  doctrine 
that  no  presumptions  or  intendments  can  be  indulged  in  to 
support  an  adjudication  of  contempt,  and  that  the  order  of 
adjudication  must  state  facts  showing  the  prisoner  to  be 
guilty  of  contempt. 

''The  offense  being  criminal  in  its  nature,  both  the  charge 
and  the  finding  and  judgment  of  the  court  thereon  are  to 
be  strictly  construed  in  favor  of  the  accused."  {Schwarz  v. 
Superior  Court,  111  CaL  106,  [43  Pac.  580].) 

With  the  foregoing  principles  in  mind,  we  now  proceed  to 
an  examination  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  commitment  be- 
fore us.  The  petitioner  is  an  attorney  at  law,  entitled  to 
practice  as  such  in  all  the  courts  of  this  state,  and  as  such 
is  an  officer  of  all  said  courts.  It  is  apparent  from  a  reading 
of  the  commitment  that  the  adjudication  of  contempt  is  not 
predicated  upon  the  theory  that  the  acts  charged  against  him 
were  committed  by  him  as  a  mere  interloper  and  stranger 
to  the  action  then  pending  before  the  court.  If  that  were  so, 
it  certainly  should  have  been  so  stated  in  the  order.  Being 
an  attorney  at  law,  we  think  we  should  assume,  in  the  absence 
of  any  statement  to  the  contrary,  that  in  addressing  the  court, 
as  it  is  found  that  he  did,  he  was  acting  as  the  attorney  for 
one  of  the  parties  to  the  action  then  before  the  court.  We 
do  this  the  more  readily  because  the  argument  before  this 
court  from  both  sides  shows  this  to  be  the  fact.  A  reading 
of  the  order  of  commitment  discloses  that  the  gravamen  of 
the  charge  and  finding  against  the  petitioner  is  that,  while 
a  witness  was  being  examined  in  the  action  then  before  the 
court,  and  after  he  had  been  admonished  not  to  do  so,  he 
addressed  the  court  and  insisted  on  talking  to  the  court.  The 
finding  is  "that  during  the  time  of  the  examination  of  said 
witness  the  said  Samuel  M.  Shortridge  addressed  the  said 
court,  interrupted  the  said  proceedings,  and  was  admonished 
and  warned  by  the  said  court  to  take  his  seat  and  to  cease  his 
interruptions,  and  the  said  Samuel  M.  Shortridge  refused  then 
and  there  to  obey  the  order  and  direction  of  the  said  court; 
that  the  said  Shortridge  continued  to  talk  to  said  court  and 
interrupt  the  said  proceedings,  although  directed  by  the  court 
to  cease  to  do  so."  Evidently  the  statement  that  the  peti- 
tioner interrupted  the  proceedine:s  is  based  upon  the  fact  that 
be  addressed  the  court,  for  no  other  concrete  fact  is  set  forth* 
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The  mere  statement  that  he  interrupted  the  proceedings  with- 
out stating  what  he  did  does  not  comply  with  the  plain  man- 
date of  the  law  that  the  facts  must  be  stated.  The  statute 
requires  that  the  court  must  make  an  order  ''reciting  the 
facts  as  occurring  in  such  immediate  view  and  presence." 
This  is  essential,  in  order  that  it  may  clearly  appear  from 
the  actual  facts  set  forth  that  the  accused  has  been  guilty  of 
a  contempt.  Every  interruption  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  is  not  a  contempt,  nor  unlawful,  nor  necessarily  im- 
proper. Many  interruptions  are  lawful  and  proper.  Every 
time  an  attorney  in  the  performance  of  his  duty  objects  to  a 
question  asked  a  witness,  or  objects  to  any  other  proceeding 
in  the  action,  he  may  be  said  to  interrupt  the  proceedings. 
The  particular  circumstances  of  the  interruption — the  con- 
crete facts  constituting  the  interruption — ^must  be  set  forth  in 
order  that  the  commitment  shall  show  upon  its  face  and  with- 
out the  aid  of  presumptions  that  the  accused  has  been  guilty 
of  a  contempt.  The  only  interruption  set  forth — ^the  only 
concrete  fact  set  forth — ^is  that,  while  a  witness  was  being 
examined  the  petitioner  addressed  the  court,  and  continued 
to  do  so  after  being  admonished  to  take  his  seat.  What  he 
said  to  the  court  is  not  stated,  and  no  circumstances  are  set 
forth  which  will  enable  us  to  say  without  the  aid  of  intend- 
ment and  presumption  that  his  remarks  were  not  perfectly 
proper  in  themselves,  and  strictly  within  the  line  of  his  duty 
as  an  officer  of  the  court  and  the  attorney  for  one  or  both  of 
the  parties  to  the  action  then  pending  before  the  court. 

It  is  true  that  the  court  had  directed  him  to  cease  addressing 
the  court,  but  so  had  the  coxirt  in  the  cases  heretofore  cited 
(Overend  v.  Superior  Court,  131  Cal.  280,  [63  Pac.  372] ; 
Ex  parte  Zeehandelaar,  71  Cal.  238,  [12  Pac.  259] ;  Ex  parte 
Rowe,  7  Cal.  183)  directed  the  accused  as  a  witness  to  answer 
a  question ;  yet  it  was  held  in  those  cases  that  the  witness  was 
not  guilty  of  contempt  unless  the  question  was  one  pertinent 
to  the  issue  before  the  court.  Not  only  this,  but  the  order 
of  commitment  must  set  forth  the  question  and  sufficient 
facts  to  affirmatively  show  that  the  question  was  one  which 
the  witness  should  answer.  The  reviewing  court  cannot,  in 
such  cases,  in  support  of  the  action  of  the  trial  court,  pre- 
sume that  the  question  which  the  witness  refused  to  answer 
was  pertinent  and  proper,  but  it  must  be  shown  to  be  so  on 
the  face  of  the  commitment.    Unless  this  be  shown  on  the 
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Eace  of  the  order,  the  commitment  of  the  witness  for  contempt 
cannot  be  sustained,  notwithstanding  that  the  witness  refused 
to  obey  the  order  of  the  court  to  answer  the  question.  (See 
cases  last  cited.) 

Examining  the  commitment  now  before  us  by  the  four 
comers  in  the  light  of  the  rule  of  law  that  no  presumptions 
or  intendments  can  be  indulged  in  against  the  accused,  it 
boils  down  to  the  proposition  that  the  petitioner,  an  attorney 
for  one  of  the  parties  to  the  action  then  pending  before  the 
court,  has  been  adjudged  guilty  of  contempt  because  he  per- 
sisted in  addressing  the  court  as  such  attorney,  presumably 
on  behalf  of  his  client.  It  is  not  suggested  by  anything  in 
the  commitment  that  the  language  employed  by  him  was 
improper,  or  that  it  reflected  in  any  manner  upon  the  court 
or  the  judge  thereof.  It  is  true  that  the  order  does  state 
in  general  terms  that  his  conduct  was  boisterous  and  offen- 
sive, but  reading  this  statement  in  connection  with  the  con- 
text in  which  it  occurs,  it  is  clear  that  the  order  means  no 
more  by  this  than  to  state  a  conclusion  from  the  fact  that 
he  persisted  in  addressing  the  court  against  the  order  of  the 
court.  So  the  question  involves  the  single  proposition :  Does 
the  simple  fact  that  an  attorney  for  a  party  to  an  action  pend- 
ing before  the  court,  while  a  witness  is  being  examined,  per- 
sists in  addressing  the  court,  although  admonished  not  to  do 
so,  constitute  a  contempt  of  court?  We  think  it  does  not. 
For  aught  that  we  can  see  from  the  order,  the  petitioner  may 
have  been  rightfully  and  respectfully  discharging  his  duty 
to  the  court  and  to  his  client,  making  proper  objections  to 
the  questions  put  to  the  witness  on  the  stand.  What  he  said 
to  the  court  is  not  set  forth,  nor  are  any  circumstances  set 
forth  making  it  improper  for  him  to  address  the  court  in  a 
respectful  manner,  except  the  bare  order  of  the  court  not  to 
do  so.  This  we  do  not  think  is  sufficient,  any  more  than  is 
the  order  to  a  witness  to  answer  a  question  sufficient  without 
an  affirmative  showing  in  the  order  of  commitment  that  the 
question  is  one  that  the  witness  should  answer. 

In  what  we  have  said  concerning  the  commitment,  we  have 
not  overlooked  the  argument  so  forcibly  pressed  upon  us 
by  counsel  for  the  respondent  that  the  court  has  the  right  to 
refuse  to  hear  counsel  for  a  defendant  who  is  a  fugitive  from 
justice,  or  who  refuses  to  appear  in  court  when  lawfully  re- 
quired to  do  sow 
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Undoubtedly  a  defendant  in  a  criminal  case  who  is  a  fugi- 
tive from  justice^  or  who  refuses  to  submit  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  has  no  right  to  be  heard  in  court 
by  counsel  until  he  does  submit  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court.  {People  v.  Bedinger,  55  CaL  290,  [36  Am.  Rep. 
32] ;  People  v.  Elkins,  122  CaL  655,  [68  Am.  St.  Rep.  73,  55 
Pao.  599].)  If  the  commitment  in  this  case  showed  that  the 
client  of  the  petitioner  was,  at  the  time  of  the  acts  complained 
of,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  and  that  the  court  for  such  reason 
had  refused  to  permit  him  to  address  the  court  on  behalf  of 
such  client,  and  that  he  nevertheless  persisted  in  so  doing, 
we  should  not  hesitate  to  uphold  the  action  of  the  court  in 
adjudging  him  guilty  of  contempt  for  such  action. 

There  is  no  statement  in  the  order  before  us  that  defendant, 
or  any  party  to  the  action  then  before  the  court,  was  a  fugi- 
tive from  justice,  or  was  not  then  before  the  court. 
Neither  is  it  stated  that  the  court  for  any  such  reason  denied 
petitioner  the  right  to  address  the  court.  For  aught  that 
appears  upon  the  face  of  the  order  of  commitment  the  peti- 
tioner's client  may  have  been  sitting  by  his  side  in  the  court- 
room. It  is  true  that  there  is  a  recital  in  the  order  to  the  ef- 
fect that  an  attachment  had  theretofore  been  issued  for  the 
body  of  Abraham  Ruef ;  and  from  this  we  might  infer,  if  it 
were  permissible  in  this  proceeding  to  indulge  in  presump- 
tions against  the  accused,  that  Mr.  Ruef  may  have  been  a 
fugitive  from  justice.  But  as  we  have  already  seen,  upon 
proceedings  to  review  an  order  committing  a  person  for  con- 
tempt, no  intendments  or  presumptions  may  be  indulged  in 
against  the  accused,  but  the  order  must  be  strictly  con« 
strued  in  favor  of  his  liberty.  (Batchelder  v.  Moore,  42  Cal. 
415;  Schwarz  v.  Superior  Court,  131  Cal.  238,  [12  Pac.  259].) 

There  is  no  statement  in  the  record  before  us  that  Mr. 
Buef  was,  at  the  time  the  petitioner  addressed  the  court,  or 
at  any  other  time,  a  fugitive  from  justice.  If  such  were  the 
fact,  and  if  for  such  reason  the  court  had  refused  the  peti- 
tioner the  right  to  address  the  court,  it  was  a  very  simple 
matter  to  so  state  in  the  order. 

The  power  to  punish  for  contempt,  being  an  arbitrary 
power,  and  the  facta  as  recited  in  the  order  of  commitment 
being  conclusive  in  such  contempt  proceeding,  the  correct 
role,  in  our  opinion,  is  to  require  the  commitment  to  state  the 
facts  80  that  this  court,  on  reading  the  commitment,  can  de- 
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termine  as  to  whether  or  not  such  facts  as  a  matter  of  law 
coDstitate  a  contempt  of  court.  When  we  examine  the  com- 
mitment by  the  above  rule  we  cannot  say  as  matter  of  law 
that  the  petitioner  was  guilty  of  contempt. 

For  the  reasons  above  set  forth  we  think  the  order  of  com- 
mitment insufiScient  and  that  the  petitioner  should  be  dis- 
charged and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[OIt.  No.  884.    Second  Appellate  District.-— April  12,  1007.] 

JAMBS  D.  REYMERT,   Petitioner,  v.  B.   N.  SMITH,  Su- 
perior  Judge  of  Los  Angeles  County,  Respondent. 

CEBTIOEAU— OOMMITICXNT    FOB     GOMTBICFT— CBIMINAL     OmNSB— GOV- 

STBUonoN — ^Bevikw  of  JumsDionoNAL  Faots — ^Pbesukption, — 
Contempt  of  court  is  a  specific  criminal  offense;  and  the  charge, 
finding  and  judgment  of  the  court  therein  mnst  be  strietlj  con- 
strued in  favor  of  the  accused.  The  findings  do  not  conclude  a  re- 
viewing court  from  examining  the  record  to  determine  the  jurisdic- 
tional facts.  Where  the  performance  or  taking  of  necessary  steps 
which  ought  to  appear  of  record  is  not  shown,  it  will  be  presumed 
that  such  steps  were  not  taken. 

Id, — ^INSUTFICIENT    BECORD— CONTEMPT   OUT   OF    PbESENCI    OF    COUET — 

Notice  ob  Seevicb  not  Shown — ^Want  of  Jubisdigtion. — ^Where 
the  aUeged  contempt  was  committed  out  of  the  presence  of  the 
oourt  or  judge,  no  step  essential  to  a  proper  accusation  and  plea 
in  a  criminal  case  should  be  omitted;  and  where  there  is  nothing 
in  the  record  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  served  with  notice 
or  an  order  to  show  cause  indicating  the  charge  of  contempt,  or 
that  he  was  served  with  a  copy  of  the  affidavits,  or  given  an 
opportunity  to  answer,  and  no  answer  or  plea  was  filed,  the  court 
was  without  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  of  commitment  for 
eontempt. 

WRIT  OP  REVIEW  to  set  aside  proceedings  upon  com- 
mitment for  contempt  by  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  An- 
geles  County.    B.  N.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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J.  D.  Beymert,  in  pro,  per.,  and  J.  Marion  Brooks,  for  Peti- 
tioner. 

J.  D.  Fredericks,  District  Attorney,  and  John  C.  North, 
Deputy  District  Attorney,  for  Respondent. 

TAGQART,  J. — ^Application  for  review  of  proceedings 
upon  commitment  for  contempt  by  superior  court  of  Los  An- 
geles county. 

Judgment  was  rendered  by  said  superior  court  on  March 
16, 1907,  adjudging  that  petitioner  pay  a  fine  of  $200,  and  in 
case  such  fine  be  not  paid,  that  he  be  confined  in  the  county 
jail  of  said  county  until  the  fine  be  satisfied  at  the  rate  of  one 
day's  imprisonment  for  each  two  dollars  of  fine.  The  fine 
not  being  paid,  the  defendant  was  committed  to  the  custody  of 
the  sheriff  of  said  county. 

The  original  minute  entry  of  the  judgment  made  on  the 
day  of  its  rendition  contained  nothing  to  show  of  what  the 
alleged  contempt  consisted ;  but  subsequent  to  the  issuance  of 
the  order  of  this  court  directing  that  the  record  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  said  matter  be  certified  up  to  this  court,  and  on 
the  tenth  day  of  April,  1907,  an  order  was  entered  in  the 
minutes  of  said  superior  court,  stating  that  the  judgment 
rendered  by  the  superior  court  on  March  16,  1907,  '*was  not 
properly  written  out  in  the  judgment  record  of  this  court," 
and  ordering  that  the  judgment  entered  be  amended  to  con- 
form to  the  judgment  rendered.  The  latter  order  finds  the  aL 
legations  of  the  aflSdavits  of  certain  persons  (naming  them) 
to  be  true  and  adjudges  petitioner  guilty  of  contempt  for 
procuring  false  and  perjured  testimony. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  record  brought  up  to  show  that  the 
petitioner  was  served  with  any  notice  or  order  to  show  cause 
that  indicated  the  character  of  the  charge  of  contempt  which 
the  petitioner  was  expected  to  answer.  It  does  not  even  ap- 
pear that  he  was  served  with  a  copy  of  the  afiSdavits  upon 
which  the  proceeding  was  predicated.  No  answer  of  peti- 
tioner appears  in  the  record  and  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
was  given  an  opportunity  to  answer.  (Code  Civ.  Proc, 
sec.  1217.)  The  only  instrument  of  any  kind  presented  on 
his  behalf  was  a  motion  to  set  aside  the  citation  upon  the 
ground  that  there  was  no  proper  complaint  or  information 
upon  which  to  base  it.    This  motion  was  overruled  and  the 
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court  proceeded  to  hear  the  matter  without  any  formal  state- 
ment showing  the  charge  that  was  made  against  the  peti- 
tioner, and  without  any  answer  or  plea  being  filed  or  entered 
or  any  issue  of  fact  joined. 

Contempt  of  court  is  a  specific  criminal  offense  (Ex  part$ 
Goidd,  99  Cal.  362,  [37  Am.  Rep.  57,  S3  Pac.  1112] ;  Cosby  ▼. 
Superior  Court,  110  Cal.  52,  [42  Pac.  460]),  and  the  charge 
and  the  finding  and  judgment  of  the  court  tliereon  are  to  be 
strictly  construed  in  favor  of  the  accused.  (Schwartz  v.  flfu- 
perior  Court,  111  Cal.  112,  [43  Pac.  580].)  The  findings  of 
the  judgment  do  not  conclude  a  reviewing  court  from  an 
examination  of  the  record  to  determine  the  jurisdictional 
facts.  {Blair  v.  Hamilton,  32  Cal.  50.)  While  all  natural 
and  proper  conclusions  from  the  record  will  be  indulged, 
where  the  performance  or  taking  of  necessaiy  steps  which 
ought  to  appear  of  record  is  not  shown,  it  will  be  presumed 
that  such  steps  were  not  taken.     (5  Ency.  of  PL  ft  Pr.  290.) 

Waiving  the  question  of  the  right  of  the  court  below  to 
amend  its  records  pending  a  proceeding  for  review  in  this 
court,  it  is  apparent  that  the  superior  court  failed  to  ae- 
quire  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  petitioner.  The  con- 
viction of  a  citizen  of  a  criminal  offense  without  service  on 
him  of  a  formal  statement  of  the  charge  against  him  and  an 
opportunity  to  plead  and  answer  such  charge  would  be  an 
anomaly  in  the  law  of  criminal  procedure.  That  a  contempt 
proceeding  is  summary  in  its  character  is  a  reason  why 
greater  care  should  be  taken  in  pursuing  the  steps  required 
to  reach  a  conviction,  rather  than  a  reason  why  certain  steps 
necessary  to  the  ordinary  criminal  proceeding  should  be 
omitted  or  overlooked. 

Where  an  alleged  contempt  has  been  committed  without  the 
presence  of  the  court  or  the  judge  at  chambers,  there  is  no 
step  essential  to  a  proper  accusation  and  plea  in  an  ordinary 
criminal  case  which  can  safely  be  omitted  from  the  proceed- 
ing. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  superior  court  was  without 
jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  made  in  this  matter,  and  that 
an  order  of  this  court  should  be  entered  annulling  said  order 
and  discharging  said  petitioner  from  custody,  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 
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[dr.  No.  815.    Second  Appellate  District.— April  18,  1007.] 

ULLIAN   H.  PAGE,  Appellant,  v.   MAET  A,  GAEVBE, 

B^pondent. 

Jin>o]CBM*r— BBS  Adjudigata— -Mods  of  Proof — Ooixatiral  Attaok— 
BiciTJUUS  OF  Jurisdictional  Facts — Gertifdcd  Oophs  of  Judo- 
KXNT,  Findings  and  Pleadings. — Where  a  judgment  ia  offered  as 
an  estoppel,  jurisdiction  to  render  it  must  appear.  The  usual  man- 
ner of  proof  of  jurisdictional  facts  is  to  offer  the  judgment-roll; 
but  where  the  attack  upon  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  superior 
court  is  collateral,  its  recitals  showing  acquisition  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  parties  are  evidence  of  the  facts  recited,  and  every 
intendment  must  be  indulged  in  favor  of  the  judgment  In  such 
case,  certified  copies  of  the  judgment,  findings  and  pleadings  are 
admissible  to  show  what  issues  were  concluded  bj  the  judgment, 
as  against  the  parties  and  their  privies,  though  unaccompanied  bj 
the  judgment-rolL 

Id. — JuDGMXNT  Against  Intestate — Heirs  and  Widow  Ck>NCLUDSD. — 
A  judgment  binding  upon  an  intestate  is  binding  upon  his  heirs  at 
law,  and  a  judgment  which  would  estop  him  in  life  would  bar  an 
action  for  the  same  cause  by  his  widow,  who  stands  in  his  shoes, 
after  his  death. 

Id. — ^Idkntitt  of  Issues — ^Action  by  Privt  in  Estate — Estoppel  by 
Former  Judgment. — ^For  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the 
issues  determined  bj  the  former  judgment  are  the  same  as  those 
presented  in  an  action  bj  a  privy  in  estate  of  the  losing  party,  re- 
sort may  bo  had  to  the  pleadings  and  findings  introduced  in  evi- 
dence in  connection  with  the  former  judgment,  and  where  it  ap- 
pears that  the  issues  are  the  same,  and  that  the  same  evidence 
would  bo  required  to  support  the  former  action  which  would  be 
required  in  the  one  at  bar,  the  plaintiff  is  estopped  by  tho  ad- 
judication therein  had. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Kings  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial.    W.  M.  Conley,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

E.  T.  Cosper,  for  Appellant 

T.  IL  Clark,  for  Bespondent 
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SHAW,  J. — ^Appeal  on  behalf  of  plaintiff  from  judgment 
and  order  denying  her  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  plaintiff,  who  is  appellant  here,  is  the  widow  of  Sam- 
uel Page,  deceased,  who  died  intestate  on  June  24,  1899.  Be- 
sides his  widow,  he  left  surviving  him  her  unborn  child  in  esse, 
who  was  bom  alive  but  died  on  the  same  day,  and  three  sons 
and  a  daughter,  the  defendant  herein,  all  children  by  a  for- 
mer marriage.  Plaintiff,  in  her  own  right  as  widow  and  as 
sole  heir  of  her  deceased  child,  brings  this  suit  to  set  aside  and 
have  declared  null  and  void  certain  deeds,  whereby  the  said 
Samuel  Page,  in  his  lifetime  and  long  prior  to  his  marriage  to 
appellant,  conveyed  to  defendant  certain  real  estate  described 
in  the  complaint,  upon  the  ground  that  at  the  time  of  mak- 
ing the  deeds  Samud  Page  was  in  a  sick,  weakened  and  ex- 
hausted condition,  and,  on  account  of  great  physical  and  men- 
tal weakness,  incapable  of  making  any  deed,  or  doing  any  busi- 
ness whatever.  That  taking  advantage  of  his  condition,  this 
defendant  and  her  brother,  Solomon  C.  Page,  did,  by  means 
of  fraudulent  representations  made  to  said  Samuel  Page,  in- 
duce him  to  make  and  deliver  to  defendant  the  said  deeds  to 
the  real  estate.  The  answer  contains  no  denial  of  the  allega- 
tions as  to  the  mental  and  physical  condition  of  Samuel  Page 
at  the  time  of  executing  the  deeds ;  nor  any  denial  as  to  the 
fraudulent  representations  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  de- 
fendant There  is  a  denial  that  Samuel  Page  was,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  the  owner  of  the  land  in  question,  or 
that  he  had  been,  subsequent  to  May  1, 1897,  the  owner  of  any 
part  thereof,  or  held  any  interest  therein  other  than  a  life 
estate  to  a  portion  thereof.  As  a  defense  to  the  action  de- 
fendant relies  upon  two  judgments,  which  are  pleaded  by 
way  of  estoppel. 

The  conveyances  from  Samuel  Page  to  the  defendant  were 
made  on  December  9  and  11,  1896,  and  the  marriage  of  plain- 
tiff to  Samuel  Page  occurred  on  February  4,  1899.  About 
one  year  after  the  conveyance  of  the  property  to  defendant, 
Samuel  Page  commenced  an  action  against  her,  having  for  its 
purpose  the  annulment  and  setting  aside  of  the  deeds  whereby 
he  had  theretofore  conveyed  the  real  estate  to  the  defendant. 
Pending  the  trial  of  this  action  Samuel  Page  died.  A  special 
administrator  of  his  estate  was  substituted  as  plaintiff,  who, 
under  the  order  of  the  court,  prosecuted  said  action  to  a  final 
determination  and   judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  de- 
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fondant  therein.  At  the  time  of  filing  the  answer  herein  said 
judgment  had  become  finaL  At  the  trial  of  this  action  de- 
fendant offered  in  evidence  certified  copies  of  the  judgment, 
findings,  complaint,  amended  complaint,  and  the  order  sub- 
stituting the  special  administrator  as  plaintiff  and  his  sup- 
plemental complaint  in  the  former  suit  brought  by  Samuel 
Page;  to  all  of  which  objections  were  made  upon  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  constitute  the  entire  record  of  the  case. 
Other  objections  were  made,  which  will  be  noticed  in  dis- 
cussing the  effect  of  the  former  action  as  an  estoppel. 

To  constitute  an  estoppel  the  judgment  pleaded  in  bar  must 
be  a  valid  judgment  rendered  by  a  court  having  jurisdiction, 
and  these  facts  must  be  shown  in  order  to  justify  the  recep- 
tion  in  evidence  of  such  judgment.  The  usual  and  appro- 
priate manner  of  making  this  proof  is  to  offer  the  judgment- 
rolL  Conceding,  but  not  holding,  this  mode  of  proof  to  be 
exclusive  where  a  direct  attack  is  made  upon  a  judgment 
{McKinlay  v.  Tuiile,  42  Cal.  570;  Wiggin  v.  Superior  Court, 
68  Cal.  398,  [9  Pac.  646]),  we  are  nevertheless  of  the  opinion 
that  where  a  collateral  attack  is  made  the  recitals  con< 
tained  in  the  judgment  are  sufficient  evidence  of  the  matters 
therein  recited.  The  judgment  may  be  grossly  unjust  or 
erroneous,  but  the  decision  of  the  court  as  to  all  issues  in- 
volved in  the  action  stands  as  a  finality  between  the  parties 
and  their  privies  until  set  aside  in  some  mode  recognized  by 
law.  (Jones  on  Evidence,  sec.  601.)  In  such  case,  where  the 
judgment  is  one  rendered  by  a  court  of  general  jurisdiction, 
the  recitals  contained  therein  constitute  evidence  of  their 
truth  and  every  intendment  must  be  indulged  in  support  of 
the  judgment  {Hahn  v.  Kelly,  34  Gal.  391,  [94  Am.  Dec. 
742] ;  Estate  of  Twombley,  120  Cal.  351,  [52  Pac.  815] ; 
Drake  v.  Duvenick,  45  Cal.  455.)  The  duly  certified  copy  of 
the  judgment  pleaded  and  offered  was  the  highest  evidence  of 
the  adjudication  by  the  court  of  the  issues  involved  in  the 
suit  brought  by  Samuel  Page  against  respondent;  so  its  re- 
eitals  showing  acquisition  of  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  in 
that  action  constituted  evidence  of  the  facts  recited.  {Sim- 
mom  V.  Threshour,  118  Cal.  100,  [50  Pac.  312] ;  Code  Civ. 
Proc,  see.  1905.)  We,  therefore,  conclude  that  the  documents 
referred  to  were  entitled  to  be  received  in  evidence  unac- 
•ompanied  by  the  judgment-iolL 
5  OaL  App.-*26 
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The  further  objection  is  made  that  the  action  was  not  be- 
tween the  same  parties  and  did  not  involve  the  same  issues. 
A  solution  of  these  questions  must  dispose  of  the  appeal. 

Samuel  Page  commenced  his  action  against  this  respond- 
ent December  9,  1897,  and  prior  to  his  marriage  to  appellant 
herein.  His  death  occurred  June  24,  1899,  and  as  she  claims 
hy  right  of  succession  and  as  sole  heir  of  her  deceased  child, 
it  follows  that  her  title,  if  any,  was  acquired  at  a  date  some 
eighteen  months  after  he,  Samuel  Page,  had  instituted  suit 
against  this  defendant  to  regain  the  property  involved  and 
wherein  this  judgment  was  rendered.  The  rule  is  statutory 
that  when  a  matter  has  once  been  adjudicated  by  a  competent 
tribunal,  its  determination  "in  respect  to  the  matter  directly 
adjudged"  is  conclusive,  not  alone  between  the  actual  parties 
themselves,  but  also  as  to  ''their  successors  in  interest  by 
title  subsequent  to  the  commencement  of  the  action." 
(Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1908.)  A  judgment  binding  upon 
an  intestate  is  binding  upon  his  heirs  at  law.  (Jones  on  Evi- 
dence, sec.  603 ;  Koss  v.  Banta,  140  Ind.  120,  [34  N.  B.  865, 
39  N.  B.  732] ;  Bigelow  on  Estoppel,  pp.  75,  76.)  Appel- 
lant's position  is  one  of  privity  with  her  deceased  husband, 
to  whose  position  she  succeeds,  to  a  limited  extent,  as  to  all 
property  rights  which  he  owned  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
(Page  v.  Garver,  146  Cal.  577,  [80  Pac.  860].)  She  stands  in 
his  shoes,  and  a  judgment  which  would  estop  him  in  life  would 
bar  an  action  on  her  part  after  his  death.  {Page  v.  Page,  143 
Cal.  602,  [77  Pac.  452] ;  Herman  on  Estoppel,  sec.  63.) 

Appellant  insists  that  the  issues  determined  in  the  case  of 
Samuel  Page  against  respondent  are  entirely  different  from 
those  involved  in  this  action;  that  the  question  of  Samuel 
Page's  competency  or  capacity  to  convey  the  lands  was  not 
in  issue  in  the  former  action  and  has  never  been  adjudicated. 
For  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the  issues  are  the 
same,  resort  may  be  had  to  the  amended  complaint  and  find- 
ings introduced  in  evidence.  {Wixson  v.  Devine,  67  CaL 
341,  [7  Pac.  776] ;  Gray  v.  Dougherty,  25  Cal.  266;  Wolver- 
ton  V.  Baker,  86  Cal.  591,  [25  Pac.  54].)  An  examination  of 
these  discloses  the  fact  that  the  actions  were  brought  for  iden- 
tically the  same  purpose,  that  is,  to  set  aside  and  annul  the 
deeds  (which  are  the  same)  whereby  Samuel  Page  conveyed 
the  real  estate  to  this  respondent.  In  the  former  aetion 
Samuel  Page  alleged  that  he   was   at  the  time  of  making 
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the  deeds  **of  great  age,  to-wit:  of  the  age  of  74  years,  and 
was  infirm  of  purpose,  mind  and  bodi/."  In  the  case  at  bar 
his  widow  alleges  that  he  was,  at  said  time,  "sick,  weak  and  in 
an  exhausted  condition,"  and,  hy  reason  of  said  sickness,  he 
was  ** incapacitated  from  doing  any  business  arid  wholly  in- 
capable of  malcing  a  deed,"  In  both  cases  it  is  alleged  that 
this  respondent  took  advantage  of  his  alleged  condition  and 
by  false  and  fraudulent  representations  induced  him  to  sign 
the  deeds.  Evidence  which  would  prove  the  allegations  of 
the  complaint  in  the  one  case  would  be  equally  applicable  to 
the  issues  in  the  other.  The  same  evidence  which  would  be 
required  to  support  the  former  action  would  be  required  in 
the  one  at  bar.  (Phelan  v.  Quinn,  130  Cal.  374,  [62  Pac. 
623] ;  Freeman  on  Judgments,  sec.  259;  Taylor  v.  Castle,  42 
Cal.  367.) 

The  court  found  that  Samuel  Page  was  not  induced  through 
fraudulent  representations  to  make  the  deeds  to  this  respond- 
ent; that  there  was  no  conspiracy  between  respondent  and 
her  brother  to  obtain  the  property ;  and  that  Samuel  Page  was 
not  infirm  of  body,  mind  or  memory.  The  former  case  in- 
volved the  same  issues  as  this,  was  brought  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, tried  upon  its  merits,  and  appellant,  claiming  under  the 
same  title  as  the  successor  in  interest  of  Samuel  Page,  and  by 
reason  of  her  privity  with  him,  is  estopped  by  the  adjudica- 
tion therein  had. 

This  conclusion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  pass  upon  any 
other  points  made. 

The  judgment  and  order  denying  appellant's  motion  for  a 
new  trial  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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iOkf.  Na.  298.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet.^April  18,  1007.] 

O.  C.  LINDOW,  Appellant,  ▼.  C.  COHN,  Bespondent 
Peinoipal  £HD  Aobnt— Authobitt  ow    Tmatzldsiq    Balesican— -WlB- 

&ANTT  OF  QUAUTT  OF  QOODS — ^ADJUSTMBNT  OF  BBKAGH  OW  BBOONP 

OsDBK. — Though  a  traveling  saleBinaii  and  soliciting  agent  haa  au- 
thority to  bind  his  firm  as  principal  hj  a  warranty  of  the  qoali^ 
of  goods  sold  under  his  order  by  the  firm,  he  has  no  authority,  af- 
ter  such  goods  have  been  sold  and  paid  for,  to  determine  a  breach 
of  warranty  and  adjust  the  breach  bj  agreeing  that  the  goods  so 
sold  maj  be  retained,  and  their  price  deducted  from  a  second  order* 
His  authority  te  sell  is  limited  to  a  nle  for  cash  only. 

d^^-BEicxDT  FOB  Bbxach  Againbt  PbincipaIw— The  remedy  for  the 
breach  ef  the  warranty  of  quality  by  the  agent  is  an  action  l^  the 
buyer  to  recoTor  damages  therefor  against  the  principal  whose 
goods  were  sold  through  the  agent  to  the  buyer. 

iBiK— Action  upon  Bboond  Obdeb  bt  Assignib — ^Findings  Againbt 
EviDENGB— Authobitt— Batification. — ^lu  an  action  by  an  as- 
signee upon  the  second  order  obtained  by  the  agent  which  was 
filled  by  the  principal,  findings  that  the  agent  was  authorized  to 
receive  the  former  goods  in  exchange,  and  that  the  principal  rati- 
fied the  adjustment  of  the  breach  of  warranty  by  the  agent^  ara 
held  to  be  against  the  evidence. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Kcm 
County  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial.  J«  W.  ilLsir 
hon,  Judge. 

The  facto  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Jellett  ft  Meyerstein,  and  Oeorge  E.  Whitaker,  for  Ap- 
pellant. 

Emmons  &  Irwin,  J.  W.  P.  Laird,  and  Fred  E.  Borton, 
for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — The  facto  as  they  appear  from  the  record  are: 
That  one  Peiser,  as  traveling  salesman  and  soliciting  agent 
of  Meyerstein  Company,  plaintiff's  assignor,  sold  to  defend- 
•Bk  a  lot  of  merchandise,  consisting  of  oorduroy  trousen,  and 
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on  behalf  of  his  priscipal  made  covenants  of  warranty  as  to 
the  quality  of  the  goods.  Some  six  weeks  after  the  goods 
had  been  received  and  paid  for  by  defendant,  Peiser  again 
called  upon  defendant,  soliciting  further  orders  for  his 
house,  when  defendant  for  the  first  time  made  complaint,  stat- 
ing that  the  corduroy  trousers  were  not  as  he  had  repre- 
sented them ;  that  every  pair  thereof  which  defendant  had  sold 
had  been  brought  back  to  him,  and  that  he,  defendant,  had 
been  compelled  to  reimburse  the  purchasers  thereof.  Where- 
upon Peiser  admitted  that  the  goods  were  not  as  warranted, 
and  said  to  defendant  that  he  wanted  his  trade,  that  he 
would  do  all  that  he  could  to  make  it  right  and  told  defendant 
to  return  the  goods  and  charge  his  principal,  the  Meyerstein 
Company,  with  the  goods  shipped  back,  plus  freight  charges 
and  the  amount  of  defendant's  loss  in  making  adjustments 
with  his  customers.  Defendant  then  gave  Peiser  an  order 
on  Meyerstein  Company  for  the  biU  of  goods,  the  purchase 
price  of  which  is  herein  involved.  The  order  was  transmitted 
to  Meyerstein  Company,  who  in  due  course  of  time  shipped 
the  goods  as  per  order.  The  defendant,  pursuant  to  his 
agreement  with  Peiser,  returned  to  Meyerstein  Company  the 
unsold  portion  of  the  first  bill  of  goods,  and  after  deducting 
the  price  of  the  goods  so  returned,  together  with  freight 
charges  and  the  amount  which  defendant  had  paid  to  his 
customers  in  making  adjustments  with  them,  sent  to  Meyer- 
stein Company  his  check  for  the  balance,  in  settlement  of  this 
last  biU  of  goods.  The  Meyerstein  Company  refused  abso- 
lutely to  accept  the  return  of  the  goods,  and  by  letter  stated : 
**We  return  you  your  check,  shipping  receipt  and  Wells, 
Fargo  &  Co.  receipt.  The  goods  that  you  shipped  back  will 
lay  at  the  railroad  at  your  expense,  as  we  positively  refuse  to 
accept  ihem."  The  assignee  of  Meyerstein  Company  there- 
ujKm  brought  suit  for  the  amount  of  the  last  bill  of  goods,  and 
judgment  was  rendered  for  defendant,  from  which  and  an 
order  denying  his  motion  for  a  new  trial,  the  plaintiff  appeals. 
The  court  found  that  Peiser,  as  agent  of  Meyerstein  Com- 
pany, had  authority  to  make  the  agreement  for  the  return 
of  the  corduroy  trousers  and  settle  and  allow  the  amount  of 
iamages  claimed  by  defendant,  as  a  condition  of  defendant 
giving  the  second  order  for  goods,  and  found  further  that 
M^erstein  Company  ratified  the  acts  of  its  agent.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  record  disclosing  the  extent  of  Peiser 's  author- 
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ity,  other  than  the  fact  that  he  was  the  trayeling  salesman  of 
Meyerstein  Company,  engaged  in  soliciting  orders  for  his 
house.  It  thus  appears  that  no  actual  authority,  as  defined 
in  section  2316,  Civil  Code,  was  conferred  upon  him  to  make 
this  agreement  Hence,  the  only  question,  aside  from  the 
ratification  found  by  the  court,  is  whether  or  not  the  making 
of  the  agreement  for  the  return  of  the  goods  to  his  principal 
was  within  the  scope  of  his  employment  as  traveling  salesman 
or  soliciting  agent.  Did  the  position  clothe  him  with  author- 
ity to  make  the  said  agreement  with  defendant,  and,  if  not, 
did  Meyerstein  Company  ratify  his  acts  in  that  behalf  t 
Peiser's  authority  to  sell  carried  with  it  the  authority  to  war- 
rant the  quality  of  the  goods  sold  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  2323),  and 
the  court,  upon  sufficient  evidence,  finds  that  he  did  so  war- 
rant them.  This  section  of  the  code,  however,  cannot  be  ex- 
tended so  as  to  clothe  the  agent  with  authority  to  determine, 
not  only  whether  there  was  a  breach  of  the  covenants  of  war- 
ranty, but  also  to  adjust  and  allow  the  damages  which  de- 
fendant claims  to  have  sustained  by  such  breach.  Section 
2325,  Civil  Code,  provides  that  a  general  agent  intrusted  with 
the  possession  of  goods  sold  may  receive  the  price  for  which 
they  are  sold,  but  in  this  case  the  agent  was  not  so  intrusted. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  custom,  previous  dealings,  or  evidence 
of  any  character,  which  tends  to  show  that  Peiser  was  held 
out  by  his  principal  as  possessing  other  than  the  ordinary 
authority  incident  to  the  business  of  soliciting  agent  (Civ. 
Code,  sec.  2337),  and  that  was  merely  to  solicit  orders  and 
transmit  them  to  his  principal.  {Chambers  v.  Short,  79  Mo. 
204.)  His  principal  was  not  bound  to  complete  the  sale,  but 
might,  at  its  option,  decline  to  fill  the  order.  (6  Eney.  of 
Law,  p.  227.)  In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  "to 
sell''  means  to  sell  for  cash,  and  an  agent  authorized  to  sell 
has  no  authority  to  receive  other  goods  in  part  payment 
{Organ  Co.  v.  Starkey,  59  N.  H.  142) ;  and  in  this  case  Peiser 
had  no  authority  solely  by  virtue  of  his  position  to  bind  his 
principal  upon  an  agreement  to  receive  back  a  portion  of  the 
goods  in  the  way  of  barter  in  payment  for  the  second  order. 
{CUmgh  v.  Whitcomh,  105  Mass.  484;  Benjamin  on  Sales,  p. 
728;  Hayes  v.  Colby,  65  N.  H.  192,  [18  Ati.  251] ;  Seiple  v.  Ir^ 
win,  30  Pa.  St  513.)  Defendant  had  paid  Meyerstein  Com- 
pany for  the  first  bill  of  goods  and  the  transaction  was  com- 
plete, and  left  defendant  with  his  cause  of  action  against  the 
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principal  for  any  breach  of  warranty  made  by  the  agent  in 
the  sale  thereof. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  is  in- 
suflScient  to  justify  the  findings  to  the  effect  that  Peiser  was 
authorized  to  make,  on  behalf  of  his  principal,  the  covenants 
and  agreement  upon  which  respondent  bases  his  defense. 

The  court  finds  that  Meyerstein  Company  ratified  and  af- 
firmed the  acts  of  Peiser,  and  respondent  contends  that,  even 
conceding  that  authority  was  lacking  in  Peiser  to  make  the 
agreement,  the  ratification  is  sufficient  to  bind  his  principal. 
It  is  true  that  Meyerstein  Company  filled  the  second  order  and 
shipped  the  goods  to  defendant.  But  this  in  itself  would  not 
constitute  a  ratification  on  the  part  of  the  company,  unless  it 
had  notice  of  Peiser 's  alleged  agreement  with  defendant  be- 
fore making  delivery  of  the  goods.  (Civ.  Code,  see.  2310; 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Krxig,  89  Cal.  237,  [26  Pac.  902] ;  Omngs  v. 
Hull,  9  Pet.  (U.  S.)  607.)  There  is  no  evidence  tending  to 
show  that  the  company  had  any  knowledge  of  the  alleged 
agreement  claimed  to  have  been  made  with  Peiser  prior  to 
such  shipment,  and  it  appears  from  the  letter  which  defend- 
ant offered  in  evidence  that  it  repudiated  the  agreement  in  the 
strongest  possible  language  and  returned  to  defendant  his 
check.  Such  disavowal  was  sufficient.  We  cannot  agree 
with  respondent  that  Meyerstein  Company  received  the  goods 
that  were  returned.  The  contrary  clearly  and  conclusively 
appears. 

The  judgment  and  order  appealed  from  are  reversed* 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred* 


[ar.  No.  339.    Second  Appellate  District.— April  15,  1907.] 

JOSEPH  BROWN,  Appellant,  v.  HENRY  WRIQHTMAN 
et  al..  Respondents. 

Deeds — Conditions — ^Waiver  or  Fobpeitubb— -Grants  Without  Bk- 
STBICTION. — A  forfeiture  provided  for  in  a  deed  upon  breach  of  con- 
ditions or  restrictions  against  the  carrying  on  of  specified  business 
thereon  is  waived  by  grants  of  adjoining  portions  of  the  tract  hy 
fht  sune  graator^  containing  no  conditions  or  reatrietiou. 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Bernardino  County.    Benjamin  F.  Bledsoe,  Judge. 

The  f  aets  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Byron.  Waters,  and  Henry  Conner,  for  Appellant 

T.  J.  Norton,  B.  E.  Milliken,  and  Oill  &  Densmore,  for  Be- 
spondenti. 

TA60ART,  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  in  favor  of  de- 
fendants. Appellant  contends  that  the  findings  of  fact  made 
by  the  superior  court  entitle  him  to  judgment  against  the  de> 
f endants  as  prayed  for  in  his  complaint 

A  summaiy  of  the  findings  of  fact  material  here  shows: 
That  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  December,  1886,  plaintiff  sold 
and  conveyed  to  defendants'  predecessors  in  title  forty-five 
acres  of  land,  adjoining  the  town  of  San  Bernardino.  The 
deed  of  conveyance  contained  the  following  condition:  ''This 
grant  is  made  upon  the  following  expressed  condition  sub- 
sequent, to-wit:  That  there  shall  never  be  conducted  upon 
said  premises  or  any  part  thereof  the  business  of  selling  in- 
toxicating liquors  at  retail,  nor  shall  there  ever  be  kept  or 
maintained  upon  said  premises  or  any  part  thereof  any  bawdy 
house,  house  of  illf  ame  or  house  of  prostitution,  and  in  case  of 
the  happening  of  either  said  events  then  this  grant  to  cease 
and  be  void.'' 

At  the  time  of  such  sale  and  conveyance  plaintiff  owned 
and  resided  and  still  continues  to  reside,  upon  a  tract  of  fif- 
teen acres  of  land  l3nng  immediately  west  of  said  forty-five 
acre  tract  with  only  the  width  of  a  street  intervening.  At 
the  time  of  said  conveyance  the  district  in  which  said  two 
tracts  of  land  were  situated  was  a  residential  district  and  free 
from  the  business  and  houses  of  the  character  mentioned  in 
the  said  condition.  But  in  the  years  between  1891  and  1900 
plaintiff  sold  portions  of  the  tract  of  land  so  retained  by  him 
to  various  parties  without  restricting  or  limiting  the  use  of 
the  premises,  and  that  said  parties  to  whom  the  said  portions 
were  so  conveyed  established  and  maintained  and  continue  to 
maintain  thereon,  with  full  knowledge,  consent  and  acquies- 
cence of  plaintiff,  houses  of  prostitution  and  places  where  in- 
toxicating liquors  are  sold  at  retaiL    And  plaintiff  during  said 
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yean  himself  leased  to  persons  conducting  houses  of  prosti- 
tution and  carrying  on  a  retail  liquor  business  houses  located 
on  said  fifteen  acre  tract,  understanding  that  they  were  to 
be  used  for  such  purposes.  And  said  district  in  which  both 
of  said  tracts  of  land  were  situate  ceased  to  be  a  respectable 
residence  neighborhood,  and  before  the  year  1902  became  a 
district  wholly  devoted  to  places  of  lewd  resort,  houses  of 
prostitution  and  retail  liquor  business,  and  that  plaintiff  di- 
rectly, knowingly,  and  deliberately  contributed  to  and  ac- 
quiesced in  such  change. 

On  October  28, 1902,  the  defendant,  the  South  San  Bemar- 
dino  Land  and  Improvement  Company,  sold  four  lots  in  said 
forty-five  acre  tract  to  defendant  Miller,  who  erected  thereon 
two  cottages,  which  have  been  occupied  since  about  January  1, 
1903,  by  the  two  defendants.  Bertha  Smith  and  B.  Flores,  who 
have  conducted  bawdy-houses  therein  and  used  said  houses  as 
places  of  prostitution  and  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
at  retail 

Plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  have  the  court  declare  a 
forfeiture  of  title  to  the  forty-five  acre  tract  under  tlie  condi- 
tion above  set  out  and  for  restitution  of  the  possess^ja  of  the 
premises. 

The  trial  court  held  that  plaintiff  had  waived  lus  right  to 
claim  a  forfeiture  of  any  part  of  said  lands,  and  that  he  was 
estopped  by  his  own  acts  from  complaining  of  the  violation  of 
the  condition  by  his  grantees  or  their  successors  w  interest,  by 
reason  of  the  transactions  and  business  heretofore  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  done  or  performed  in  violation  of  said  condition 
on  the  lots  conveyed  to  Miller  as  aforesaid.  The  statement  of 
facts  found  compels  the  conclusion  reached  by  the  trial  court. 

As  a  reason  why  the  plaintiff  should  not  be  devested  of  his 
right  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  lands  in  question,  appellant  con- 
tends that  his  conduct  with  reference  to  othei  lands  can  have 
nothing  to  do  with  his  right  to  the  lands  conv^ed  upon  con- 
dition. The  description  of  the  two  tracts  as  shown  by  the 
numbers  of  lots  and  blocks  show  them  to  consist  of  contiguous 
portions  of  the  Bancho  San  Bernardino,  and  parcels  of  the 
same  lands.  But  conceding  them  to  have  been  held  by  dif- 
ferent title,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  rule  which  considers  the 
place  of  the  act  constituting  the  waiver  or  estoppel  if  the 
act  be  such  as  to  cause  the  result  upon  which  the  waiver  or 
estoppel  depends.    No  authority  has  been  called  to  our  at- 
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tention  which  would  permit  the  plaintiff  to  render  it  impos- 
sible to  fulfill  the  purpose  for  which  the  condition  subsequent 
was  placed  in  the  deed,  if  the  act  by  which  this  was  accom- 
plished were  done  on  one  side  of  the  street,  while  he  would  not 
be  permitted  to  do  so  if  the  act  were  done  on  the  other  side 
of  the  street.  This  attempted  distinction  '' sticks  in  the 
bark" 

The  authorities  cited  by  appellant  declare  the  rule  that  for- 
feitures are  not  favored  by  the  courts,  and  that  conditions 
providing  therefor  are  to  be  construed  liberally  in  favor  of 
the  holder  of  the  estate,  and  strictly  against  the  enforcement 
of  the  forfeiture.  {Quatman  v.  McCray,  128  CaL  285,  [60 
Pac.  855] ;  see,  also,  Reclamation  List.  v.  SeU,  145  Cal.  184, 
[78Pac.  638].) 

The  waiver  and  estoppel  found  by  the  superior  court  are 
sustained  by  numerous  cases.  In  Duncan  v.  Central  Pass.  JK. 
R.  Co.,  85  Ky.  525,  [4  S.  W.  231],  the  restrictions  were  in- 
serted in  the  deed  of  plaintiff  to  the  defendant  to  carry  out 
a  general  plan  of  selling  the  property  for  residence  purposes 
only.  Subsequent  sales  of  lots  in  the  tract  without  such  re- 
strictions were  held  to  constitute  a  waiver  or  abandonment. 
The  court  says:  "A  contract,  the  fulfillment  of  which  becomes 
unreasonable,  will  not  be  enforced  at  the  instance  of  a  party 
who  by  his  own  conduct  has  produced  such  a  result." 

In  Jenks  v.  Pawlowski,  98  Mich.  110,  [39  Am.  St.  Rep.  522, 
56  N.  W.  1105],  it  is  said :  "Restrictions  of  this  class  are  sus- 
tained upon  the  theory  that  a  party  has  the  right,  in  dispos- 
ing of  his  property,  to  prevent  such  a  use  by  the  grantee  as 
might  diminish  the  value  of  the  remaining  land,  or  impair  its 
eligibility  for  other  uses.  But  is  there  no  mutuality  in  such 
agreements  T  It  certainly  cannot  be  said  that  a  grantor  has 
the  right  afterward  to  sell  an  adjoining  lot  without  restric- 
tions, and  thereby  diminish  the  value  of  his  former  grantee's 
property  and  impair  its  eligibility  for  other  uses,  converting 
the  locality  into  a  saloon  locality,  and  still  be  allowed  to  insist 
upon  the  restriction." 

In  Chippewa  v.  Tremper,  75  Mich.  36,  [13  Am.  St.  Rep. 
420,  42  N.  W.  532],  the  restricting  condition  on  which  the 
forfeiture  was  asked  applied  only  to  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors.  Held,  that  evidence  of  the  sale  of  liquors  by  one  of 
plaintiff's  officers  in  a  building  erected  upon  an  adjoining  lot 
to  that  of  defendant  was  admissible  to  show  a  waiver  of 
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the  condition  by  plaintiff,  and,  also,  as  tending  to  show  an 
effort  upon  plaintiff's  part  to  create  a  monopoly,  and  that  a 
court  of  equity  would  not  lend  its  aid  to  create  a  monopoly 
in  selling  poisons  any  more  than  it  would  in  the  selling  of  foods 
or  other  necessaries. 

These  authorities  appear  to  be  directly  applicable  here  and 
sustain  the  conclusions  and  judgment  of  the  trial  court. 

The  judgment  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.  No.  341.    Second  Appellate  District.— April  15,  190T.] 

Mrs.  E.  J.  KELLER  and  HENRY  KELLER,  Appellants, 
V.  G.  D.  McGILLIARD,  Respondent. 

Action  to  Quiet  Title — Apfiemativb  Defense — Former  Judgment^ 
Estoppel. — In  an  action  to  quiet  title,  where  the  court  sustained 
an  affirmative  defense  that  defendant  had  obtained  a  former  judge- 
ment quieting  his  title  to  the  same  property,  under  the  sam«  ia- 
Bues  against  one  for  whom  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  action  who 
claims  the  property  is  a  mere  agent,  the  former  judgment  pleaded 
operates  as  an  estoppel  against  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant's 
source  ef  title  is  immateriaL 

Ip. — Faxlueb  of  Evidence — Title  not  to  bi  RELrnoATED.— The  real 
plaintiff  cannot  relitigate  the  title  to  the  property  involved  in  the 
former  judgment,  notwithstanding  he  failed  to  show  of  what  the 
title  claimed  by  him  consisted  at  the  time  of  the  former  trial.  If 
a  party  fails  to  assert  his  claim  properly,  or  to  present  the  proper 
evidence  in  the  first  suit^  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  litigate  it  ia 
a  second  suit. 

&>. — ^Unnecessary  Cross-complaint^— -Befusal  of  Motion  to  Strike 
Out  not  Prejudicial. — The  refusal  of  the  court  to  strike  oat  aa 
unnecessary  cross-complaint,  which  presented  no  issues  other  than 
those  presented  by  the  complaint  and  answer,  is  without  prejudice, 
where  no  judgment  was  rendered  upon  the  cross-complaint,  but 
only  on  an  affirmative  defense  set  up  in  the  answer. 

Xb.— Office  of  Gross-oomplaint. — A  cross-complaint  in  an  action  to 
quiet  title  may  be  used  to  present  a  case  for  affirmative  relief  in 
order  to  preclude  a  dismissal  of  plaintiff's  action  and  to  compel 
a  determinatioa  ef  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  aetion. 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Loe 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  N. 
P.  Conrey,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Jones  &  Weller,  for  Appellants. 

B.  L«  Horton,  for  Respondent 

TAQGAET,  J.— This  is  an  action  to  quiet  title.  J'udgment 
was  in  favor  of  defendant  McGilliard.  Plaintiffs  appeal  from 
judgment  and  order  denying  their  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  is  in  the  usual  form.  The  action  was  dis- 
missed as  to  the  defendants  Campbell  and  McC.  Chaffey,  and 
the  answer  of  the  defendant  McGilliard  first  denies  the  ma^ 
terial  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  then  sets  up  three 
affirmative  defenses: 

1.  That  the  property  described  in  the  complaint  was  con- 
veyed by  the  sheriff  of  Los  Angeles  county  to  one  J.  B. 
"White  by  deed  made  pursuant  to  a  judgment  foreclosing  a 
street  assessment  lien  against  Alex  Scott  and  J.  A.  Frawley  and 
others ;  that  said  White  thereafter  brought  an  action  to  quiet 
his  title  to  said  property  against  the  said  G.  D.  McGilliard, 
defendant  herein ;  that  notice  of  the  pendency  of  said  action 
was  filed  in  the  recorder's  office  as  provided  by  law;  and  that 
by  the  judgment  of  the  superior  court  duly  given  and  made 
in  said  action  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  1901,  it 
was  decreed  that  said  G.  D.  McGilliard,  defendant  herein,  was 
the  true  and  lawful  owner  of  said  property,  and  that  his 
title  thereto  be  quieted  against  the  claims  of  the  said  J.  E. 
White,  and  said  White  estopped  from  setting  up  any  claim 
to  the  property  against  the  defendant  herein.  That  an  ap- 
peal was  taken  by  said  White  to  the  supreme  court,  and  said 
judgment  was  duly  affirmed  by  that  court  on  the  sixteenth 
day  of  October,  1903.  That  the  plaintiff  E.  J,  Keller  ac- 
quired her  title  to  the  property  by  quitclaim  deed  from  said 
Alex.  Scott  and  J.  A.  Frawley,  dated  May  7,  1902.  That 
the  issues  involved  in  this  case  are  the  same  as  those  involved 
in  White  v.  McGilliard,  and  that  plaintiff  is  the  direct  suc- 
cessor in  interest  to  the  alleged  title  of  said  Scott  and  Fraw* 
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ley  acquired  after  the  entry  of  the  judgment  in  the  action 
of  White  V.  McGilliard. 

2.  A  title  by  adverse  possession  based  upon  a  certificate 
of  sale  of  said  property  for  payment  of  a  delinquent  bond  for 
street  assessment,  made  to  him  by  the  city  treasurer  of  Los 
Angeles  city  on  October  19,  1898,  actual  possession  and  pay- 
ment of  all  taxes  for  more  than  five  years  prior  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  being  alleged;  and 

3.  That  the  deed  by  which  plaintiff  acquired  title  is  void 
and  of  no  effect. 

By  the  same  instrument,  and  as  part  thereof,  said  defend- 
ant McQilliard  sets  out  a  cross-complaint  in  the  form,  and 
containing  the  usual  allegations,  of  a  complaint  to  quiet  title 
to  the  property  described  in  the  original  complaint  against 
the  plaintiffs  and  his  codefendants. 

On  the  day  of  trial  and  prior  to  the  decision  of  the  case 
defendant  was  permitted  by  the  court  to  amend  his  answer  hy 
adding  the  allegation:  ''That  the  plaintiffs  herein  are  closely 
related  to  the  said  J.  E.  White,  the  plaintiff  in  the  case  of 
White  V.  McOilliard,  above  mentioned,  and  are  his  agents  and 
representatives,  and  that  they  have  no  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty described  herein,  of  any  kind  or  character." 

The  court  finds  all  the  averments,  allegations  and  denials 
of  defendants'  answer  and  cross-complaint  to  be  true,  but  the 
defense  of  adverse  possession  and  void  deed;  and  that  the 
allegations,  averments  and  denials  of  plaintiffs'  pleadings  are 
untrue. 

Appellants  specify  as  grounds  for  reversing  the  judgment: 
(1)  That  defendant  did  not  set  up  in  his  answer  his  source 
of  title,  upon  which  the  judgment  was  rendered;  (2)  error  of 
the  court  in  refusing  to  strike  out  the  cross-complaint  and 
in  giving  judgment  thereon;  and  (3)  insufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence to  justify  the  court  in  finding  that  the  treasurer's  cer- 
tificate of  sale  and  deed  passed  the  title  to  the  defendant,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  was  not  the  real  party  in  interest. 

To  sustain  their  first  point  appellants  assume  that  the  only 
source  of  title  pleaded  by  defendant  was  the  city  treasurer's 
certificate  of  sale  and  adverse  possession.  These  were  but 
parts  of  the  same  source  of  title  set  up  in  the  second  affirma- 
tive defense  in  the  answer,  and  in  no  way  support  the  judg- 
ment, since  the  trial  court  expressly  found  against  this  de- 
fense. 
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The  assumption  of  appellants  is  unwarranted  by  the  record. 
The  first  afiBrmative  defense  pleads  as  a  source  of  title  good 
against  the  plaintiffs,  a  decree  of  the  superior  court  (affirmed 
by  the  supreme  court)  quieting  defendant  McGilliard's  title 
to  this  same  property,  rendered  in  an  action  wherein  the  issues 
were  the  same  as  in  this,  against  J.  E.  White,  who  is  alleged 
to  be  the  real  plaintiff  in  this  action.  While  perhaps  not  in 
the  strict  sense  a  source  of  title,  these  allegations  constitute 
an  estoppel  which  prevents  J.  E.  White  and  his  successors 
and  agents  from  questioning  the  title  of  McGilliard  and  ren- 
ders it  unnecessary  that  he  should  as  against  their  claims 
show  his  source  of  title.  This  defense  appears  to  be  the  one 
upon  which  the  judgment  was  rendered. 

It  is  the  rule  that  a  cross-complaint  is  unnecessary  in  an 
action  to  quiet  title,  and  where  unnecessary  it  may  be  stricken 
out  on  motion,  but  the  rule  has  its  exceptions.  (Winter  v. 
McMillan,  87  CaL  256,  [22  Am.  St.  Rep.  243,  25  Pac.  407] ; 
Islais  etc.  v.  Allen,  132  Cal.  438,  [64  Pac.  713].)  There  is  no 
issue  tendered  by  the  cross-complaint  here  and  none  made 
by  the  answer  to  it  which  was  not  before  the  court  on  the 
complaint  and  answer.  The  judgment,  however,  was  not  ren- 
dered upon  the  cross-complaint.  The  findings  of  fact  which 
support  the  judgment,  and  which  are  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose,  negative  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  confirm 
the  allegations  of  the  first  affirmative  defense  set  forth  in 
the  answer.  The  references  to  the  cross-complaint  in  the  find- 
ings may  be  stricken  out  as  surplusage  and  the  findings  still 
be  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment.  The  so-called  cross- 
complaint  was  not  a  separate  pleading  and  its  allegations  were 
mere  repetitions  of  some  of  the  allegations  of  the  answer.  If 
the  ruling  on  the  motion  were  error,  it  was  not  prejudicial  to 
plaintiffs'  interests;  but  the  practice  here  followed  seems  to 
be  justified  by  the  decision  in  Islais  v.  Allen,  supra,  in  cases 
where  affirmative  relief  is  sought  by  the  defendant  to  enable 
the  latter  to  prevent  a  dismissal  of  the  action  by  the  plaintiff 
and  thus  compel  a  determination  of  the  rights  of  the  parties 
if  the  action  be  begun.  In  other  words,  the  plaintiff  in  such 
an  action,  having  laid  claim  to  the  defendants'  property  by 
suit,  may  be  compelled,  if  the  latter  elects,  to  litigate  in  that 
suit  the  cloud  thus  raised  upon  defendant's  title  by  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  action. 
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Appellants*  third  ground  of  reversal,  like  the  first,  proceeds 
upon  the  assumption  that  the  treasurer's  certificate  of  sale 
is  the  only  source  of  title  pleaded  by  the  defendant.  The 
trial  court  was  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  not  sufficient 
evidence  to  justify  it  in  finding  that  this  certificate  and  the 
deed  made  in  pursuance  thereof  passed  title  to  the  defend- 
ant, even  when  aided  by  the  evidence  of  adverse  possession 
introduced,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  suggest  that 
the  judgment  rests  upon  these  instruments,  or  either  of  them, 
alone.  If  the  introduction  of  the  deed  were  erroneous  it 
could  not  have  been  prejudicial. 

The  plaintiffs'  confused  and  conflicting  testimony  on  the 
witness-stand,  taken  with  the  record  evidence  in  the  case,  was 
sufiScient  to  justify  the  trial  court  in  finding  that  she  was  the 
mere  agent  of  J.  B.  White  in  this  action.  The  matters  to  be 
considered  in  drawing  this  inference  are  peculiarly  within  the 
province  and  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  who  had  the  witness 
before  it,  and  could  best  determine  the  true  relations  of  the 
parties.  For  the  purposes  of  this  appeal,  this  finding  of 
the  trial  court  must  be  accepted  and  J.  B.  White  regarded 
as  the  real  plaintiff  here. 

The  real  plaintiff  then  stands  in  the  position  of  attempting 
to  relitigate  or  again  litigate  title  to  the  same  property  and 
against  the  same  parties  who  were  before  the  court  in  White 
V.  McOilliard,  140  Cal.  654,  [74  Pac.  298].  From  the  opinion 
of  the  supreme  court  in  that  case  it  appears  that  plaintiff  in 
that  action  (the  real  plaintiff  here)  to  sustain  his  claim  of 
ownership  of  the  property  relied  upon  the  same  title  conveyed 
by  deed  of  one  A.  K.  Crawford  to  Alex.  Scott  and  J.  A. 
Prawley,  which  was  introduced  to  support  the  title  of  Mrs. 
Keller,  the  record  plaintiff  here,  and  also  upon  the  deed  which 
White  received  from  the  sheriff  in  pursuance  of  the  execution 
of  the  judgment  foreclosing  the  street  assessment  lien  in  the 
action  of  White  v.  Scott,  Frawley  et  dl.  In  the  absence  of 
other  evidence  than  these  instruments  and  proceedings  the 
court  found  that  they  were  "not  in  themselves  suflScient  to 
connect  appellant  with  any  paramount  title  to  the  premises." 

The  court  upon  the  trial  of  that  case  (140  Cal.  654,  [74  Pac. 
298])  considered  these  evidences  of  title  and  presumably 
found  that  all  the  title  originally  held  by  Crawford  was  vested 
in  J.  E.  White,  but  since  it  did  not  appear  that  Crawford 
had  any  title  at  all,  White's  claim  of  ownership  failed  against 
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defendants'  possession  because  the  burden  was  upon  him  to 
establish  a  paramount  title.  Had  he  supplied  in  that  action 
the  chain  of  title  with  which  he  now  supports  the  title  in 
Mrs.  Keller's  name,  his  whole  title  would  have  been  passed 
upon  by  the  court.  The  purchase  from  Scott  and  Prawley 
in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Keller  does  not  bring  to  plaintiffs'  sup- 
port any  other  or  diflferent  title  than  that  presented  on  the 
trial  of  the  other  cause.  All  the  title  of  Scott  and  Frawley 
and  of  A.  K.  Crawford  was  before  the  court,  but  plaintiff  in 
that  action  failed  to  show  of  what  this  title  consisted.  Fail- 
ing  to  do  this,  he  cannot  now  maintain  another  action  against 
the  same  parties  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  evidence  to 
show  what  title  Scott  and  Frawley  had  at  the  time  of  the 
former  trial.  It  is  a  well-settled  rule  that  if  a  party  fails 
to  assert  his  claims  properly,  or  to  present  the  proper  evi- 
dence in  the  first  suit,  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  litigate  it  in 
a  second  suit.  (Bingliam  v.  Kearney,  136  Cal.  177,  [68 
Pac.  597].) 

The  errors  of  law  complained  of  as  arising  during  the 
course  of  the  trial,  in  so  far  as  they  are  not  covered  by  the 
foregoing  consideration  of  the  case,  are  not  specially  urged. 
They  do  not  appear  to  present  any  error  prejudicial  to  appel- 
lant. 

Judgment  and  order  appealed  from  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred* 


[Cir.  No.  336.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet.— April  16,  1907.] 

MARGARET  CORDINER,  a  Minor,  by  Her  Guardian  ad 
Litem,  Respondent,  v.  LOS  ANGELES  TRACTION 
COMPANY,  and  LOS  ANGELES  RAILWAY  COM- 
PANY, Appellants. 

NlGUOBNOB — ^FUTUBX      DAMAGES      BeSULTINO      FROM      INJUBT—EXPIM 

EvmsNCX  OP  Physicians. — In  an  action  for  an  injury  resolting 
from  negligence  in  order  to  justify  a  recovery  for  future  eonae- 
quencee,  the  evidence  must  show  with  reasonable  certainty  that 
such  consequence  will  follow.  Where  the  injury  was  to  the  base 
of  the  brain,  the  testimony  of  experienced  physicians  is  admisiibk 
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to  show  that  with  reasonable  eertaintj  futura  evil  conBequences 
will  result  from  the  iDJur7. 

Id.— COLUSION — Ck)KCUBBINO    NiOIJOENai    Of     EAILWAY     OoifPANIXfl — 

Bulb  or  "Last  Clear  Opportuntpt''  Inappuoablb. — ^Whero  the 
plaintiff  was  injured  bj  a  collision  resulting  from  the  concurrinf 
negligence  of  two  street  railway  companies,  the  plaintiff  maj  re- 
cover against  either  or  both  of  them,  and  the  rule  of  ''the  last 
clear  opportunity  to  avoid  the  injury"  is  inapplicable,  there  being 
ao  contributory  negligence  of  the  plaintiff.  In  such  ease,  the 
plaintiff,  while  in  pursuit  of  her  rights  against  both  defendants, 
cannot  be  involved  in  a  litigation  to  determine  the  respective  rights 
of  the  defendants  as  against  each  other. 

APPEALS  from  orders  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  denying  motions  for  a  new  trial  Curtis  D, 
Wilbur,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courL 

Harris  &  Harris,  and  Byron  L.  Oliver,  for  Los  Angeles 
Traction  Company,  Appellant 

Bicknell,  Gibson,  Trask,  Dunn  ft  Crutcher,  and  Norman 
S.  Sterry,  for  Los  Angeles  Railway  Company,  Appellant 

Hunsaker  &  Britt,  for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — This  is  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  per- 
sonal injuries  sustained  by  plaintiff  while  lawfully  riding  on 
a  street-car  operated  by  the  Los  Angeles  Traction  Company, 
one  of  the  defendants. 

The  Los  Angeles  Traction  Company  owned  a  street-car  line 
on  Sixteenth  street,  in  Los  Angeles,  over  which  it  was  running 
its  cars  in  carrying  passengers;  the  Los  Angeles  Railway  Com- 
pany owned  and  operated  a  street-car  line  on  Orand  avenue, 
in  said  city. 

On  January  31, 1903,  a  collision  occurred  at  the  intersection 
of  West  Sixteenth  street  and  South  Grand  avenue  between 
the  car  of  the  Los  Angeles  Traction  Company,  on  which  plain- 
tiff was  a  westbound  passenger  on  said  Sixteenth  street,  and 
a  north-bound  car  of  defendant  Los  Angeles  Railway  Com- 
pany on  said  Grand  avenue,  which  collision,  it  is  charged, 
was  due  to  the  neprligence  and  want  of  care  of  the  servants 
6  Cal.  App.— 26 
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of  said  defendants,  and  wherein,  as  a  result  of  said  eollision, 
plaintiff  was  violently  thrown  from  the  car  of  the  Los  An- 
geles Traction  Company,  on  which  she  was  riding  as  a  pas- 
senger, by  reason  whereof  she  sustained  injuries,  for  which, 
upon  the  trial,  she  had  judgment  against  defendants  for  dam- 
ages in  the  sum  of  $5,000.  Both  defendants  appeal  from  or- 
ders of  the  court  denying  their  motions  for  a  new  trial.  De- 
fendants ask  for  a  reversal,  first,  upon  the  ground  of  error 
in  the  admission  of  testimony  of  medical  experts  as  to  future 
consequences  of  the  injury;  second,  in  the  refusal  of  the  court 
to  give  certain  instructions  requested  by  defendant  Los  An- 
geles Railway  Company. 

Appellants  concede  plaintiff's  right  to  recover,  but  contend 
that  the  amount  of  recovery  should  be  limited  to  the  loss  that 
she  was  "reasonably  certain"  to  sustain.  We  are  in  full  ac- 
cord with  counsel's  view  of  the  law,  which  appears  to  have 
been  embodied  in  an  instruction,  number  VI,  given  to  the  jury 
by  the  trial  court,  wherein  they  were  instructed:  *'Li  case  you 
find  for  the  plaintiff  you  can  allow  plaintiff  as  damages  only 
fair  and  reasonable  compensation  for  such  harm  or  damage 
as  flows  naturally  from  the  injury  complained  of,  and  as  a 
natural  result  of  the  injury;  and  the  evidence  must  show  to  a 
reasonable  certainty,  that  such  harm  or  damage  has  or  does 
exist,  or  will  result,  before  you  can  allow  compensation  there- 
for. No  damages  can  be  allowed  that  are  merely  conjectural, 
or  flow  from  sympathy.'* 

No  attack  is  made  upon  this  instruction,  but  counsel  contend 
that  the  evidence  of  the  physicians  who  testified  as  experts, 
over  objections  made  by  appellants,  was  of  a  character  from 
which  no  certainty  could  be  deduced,  and  that  the  testimony 
consisted  of  mere  speculation  and  conjecture  as  to  possible 
future  consequences  of  the  injury,  which  was  calculated  to, 
and  did,  influence  the  minds  of  the  jury,  and  resulted  in  their 
rendering  a  verdict  for  a  sum  unsupported  by  the  evidence, 
except  upon  the  theory  that  plaintiff  would  at  some  future 
time  be  subjected  to  the  conditions  which  might  follow  as  a 
result  of  the  injury  sustained. 

The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  plaintiff  had  sustained 
a  fracture  at  the  base  of  the  brain,  and  referring  to  this  fact 
and  other  conditions  shown  to  exist  Dr.  Dukeman,  a  witness 
on  behalf  of  plaintiff,  was  asked:  ''Would  there  be  any  dan- 
ger of  a  relapse  on  the  part  of  the  patient  after  a  eonsider- 
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able  period  of  time  during  which  the  patient  had  apparently 
made  a  complete  recovery  T*  To  which  he  answered:  "There 
is  some  danger."  And  in  reply  to,  "What  is  the  occasion 
of  the  danger!'*  stated:  "After  a  fracture  there  is  always 
more  or  less  thickening  due  to  the  reparative  processes  that  go 
on  in  the  recovery  of  a  fracture.  That  thickening  may  pro- 
duce pressure  on  the  brain  and  produce  various  symptoms. 
•  •  .  One  of  the  main  symptoms  may  be  convulsions;  may  be 
paralysis  of  some  form." 

Referring  to  his  answers  in  regard  to  the  probability  of 
future  trouble,  the  witness  said  there  would  be  danger  of  a 
recurrence  of  such  symptoms  as  he  had  indicated  for  a  period 
of  days,  weeks,  months,  or  years.  On  cross-examination,  the 
witness  further  stated:  "I  should  look  for  more  serious  and 
fatal  results  from  a  fracture  at  the  base  of  the  brain  than  at 
any  other  place.  I  should  look  for  this  after  apparent  re- 
covery, apparent  recovery  so  far  as  anybody  can  tell ;  I  would 
always  be  looking  for  something.  .  . .  The  doctor  is  frequently 
mistaken  in  the  diagnosis  of  a  case.  I  think  he  is  more  often 
correct  than  incorrect.  ...  In  the  majority  of  cases  I  would 
look  for  future  trouble.  I  can't  tell  what  will  happen  in  this 
case.  My  experience  and  knowledge  as  a  physician  has  taught 
me  that  in  a  majority  of  cases  of  this  kind,  where  there  has 
been,  to  even  the  eye  of  a  doctor,  a  complete  recovery,  convul- 
sions or  paralysis,  or  some  other  symptoms,  various  symptoms, 
would  happen.  I  should  look  for  convulsions  in  the  majority 
of  cases  of  that  kind  where  there  had  been  a  complete  recov- 
ery, to  the  eye  even  of  a  doctor." 

Dr.  H.  G.  Brainard,  another  physician  called  as  a  witness 
on  behalf  of  plaintiff,  and  having  reference  to  the  condition 
of  plaintiff  after  an  apparent  recovery,  was  asked:  "What 
results  are  still  likely,  or  what  injury  is  a  patient  still  likely 
to  experience  as  a  result  of  the  injuries  received?"  and  re- 
plied: "The  condition  would  show  that  the  patient  had  not 
thoroughly  recovered  from  the  effect  of  the  injury,  and  we 
might  expect  from  the  injury  the  symptoms  that  rise  fre- 
quently from  a  case  of  suffering  from  a  fracture  at  the  base 
of  the  brain.  There  is  danger  of  convulsions  or  epilepsy,  dan- 
ger of  mental  deterioration,  danger  of  paralysis." 

To  justify  a  recovery  for  future  consequences  the  evidence 
must  show  with  reasonable  certainty  that  such  consequences 
will  follow*    The  fact  that  in  the  minds  of  the  jurors  the 
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disability  indicated  may  follow,  or  is  likely  to  or  will  probably 
follow  as  a  result  of  the  injury,  will  not  warrant  a  verdict  for 
damages.  This,  however,  does  not  mean  that  the  testimony 
of  a  witness  should  be  excluded  unless  he  is  reasonably  cer- 
tain that  the  indicated  results  will  foUow,  nor  that  isolated 
portions  of  his  testimony  should,  standing  alone,  or  consid* 
ered  with  other  evidence,  extend  to  the  degree  of  strength  re- 
quired to  establish  reasonable  certainty  as  to  future  resulting 
consequences.  It  is  the  province  of  the  jury  to  weigh  and 
determine  its  value  as  proof.  The  evidence  here  tended,  in 
an  appreciable  degree,  to  prove  the  ultimate  fact ;  that  is,  the 
reasonable  certainty  that  future  evil  consequences  would  re- 
sult from  the  injury,  and  was  properly  admitted  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  jury — it  being  its  function,  upon  a  considerar 
tion  of  the  evidence  as  a  whole,  to  determine  its  sufficiency 
as  proof  of  the  ultimate  fact.  Its  competency  should  not  be 
confounded  with  its  sufficiency;  nor  should  the  technical  defini- 
tion of  word9  constitute  a  controlling  factor  in  determining 
the  question  of  admissibility.  But,  as  stated  in  Ballard  v. 
Kansas  City,  110  Mo.  App.  391,  [86  S.  W.  479],  "the  main 
object  is  not  to  draw  fine  distinctions  based  upon  accurate 
definitions  of  words,  but  to  ascertain  the  real  idea  expressed.'' 
(See,  also,  Block  v.  Milwaukee  St,  By.  Co,,  89  Wis.  371,  [46 
Am.  St.  Rep.  849,  61  N.  W.  1101].)  It  is  often  impossible 
to  show  by  positive  proof  whether  or  not  an  impairment  of 
health  or  faculties  will  follow  as  a  result  of  injury.  Hence, 
of  necessity,  in  determining  the  question  courts  and  juries 
must  rely  upon  the  testimony  of  properly  qualified  physicians 
for  such  testimony  as  will  in  the  minds  of  the  jury  establish 
the  fact  in  issue  to  a  reasonable  certainty.  Such  evidence 
must  be  clearly  distinguished  from  conjecture,  or  that  which 
merely  establishes  a  possibility  of  future  trouble.  As  a  rule, 
the  physician  whose  opinion  is  most  reliable  is  loath  to  give 
an  opinion  as  to  what  consequences  will  or  will  not  follow  as  a 
result  of  an  injury  in  a  certain  case,  but  at  the  same  time 
willing,  as  here,  to  state  the  result  of  his  own  professional  ex- 
perience and  observations  in  treating  cases  where  like  injuries 
have  occurred,  and  as  a  result  of  that  experience  say  that 
we  might  or  might  not  expect  like  results  to  follow  in  this 
case.  Testimony  of  duly  qualified  experts  which  shows  that 
in  a  majority  of  cases  where  the  injury  consists  of  a  fracture 
at  the  base  of  the  brain,  such  injury  results  in  future  epilep^y^ 
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paralysis,  or  mental  deterioration,  tends  to  prove  the  reason- 
able certainty  that  such  consequences  will  follow  in  any  given 
case  of  like  injniy. 

In  this  view  considered,  the  evidence,  while  it  may  not  have 
been  by  the  jury  considered  sufficient  proof,  nevertheless 
tended  to  establish  to  a  reasonable  certainty  that,  notwith- 
standing the  apparent  recovery  of  the  plaintiff,  she  would 
in  the  future  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the  injury. 

Dr.  Dukeman  testified  that  there  was  some  danger  of  a  re- 
lapse, and  gave  his  reasons  for  so  stating.  That  after  ap- 
parent recovery  he  should  look  for  serious  results;  that  in 
the  majority  of  such  cases  he  would  look  for  future  trouble; 
that  in  a  majority  of  such  cases  where  there  was  an  apparent 
complete  recovery  to  the  eye  of  a  doctor,  convulsions,  paraly- 
sis, or  other  conditions  of  disease,  followed  as  a  result  of  the 
injury;  that  he  should  look  for  convulsions  in  a  majority  of 
such  cases. 

Dr.  Brain ard  testified  that  epilepsy  and  mental  deteriora- 
tion might  be  expected  to  follow  (not  that  they  might  follow), 
and  that  there  was  danger  of  such  conditions. 

In  Peterson  v.  Chicago  etc.  By.  Co.,  38  Minn.  511,  [39  N. 
W.  485],  and  Nichols  v.  Brabazon,  94  Wis.  549,  [69  N.  W. 
342],  the  court  held  that  questions  which  called  for  tiie  opinion 
of  the  witness  as  to  the  probability  of  the  patient  recovering 
were  not  subject  to  the  objection  made  here,  the  court  in  the 
latter  case  observing:  ** Certainly,  the  effect  of  the  whole 
testimony  must  be  to  establish  a  reasonable  certainty  that  the 
effects  of  the  injury  will  be  suffered  in  the  future." 

In  Block  V.  Milwaukee  St.  By.  Co.,  89  Wis.  371,  [46  Am. 
St  Bep.  849,  61  N.  W.  1101],  a  question  asked  as  to  the 
reasonable  probability  of  the  ultimate  recovery  was  sustained, 
the  court  saying:  "While  it  is  true  that  the  whole  testimony 
must  establish,  in  the  minds  of  the  jury,  more  than  a  mere 
'reasonable  probability,'  and  must  amount  to  proof  to  a  'rea- 
sonable certainty,'  this  ultimate  fact  is  susceptible  of  proof 
by  items  of  testimony  which  do  not,  separately,  fully  estab- 
lish if  (MitcheU  v.  Tacoma  By.  &  M.  Co.,  13  Wash.  560, 
[43  Pac.  528] ;  Ballard  v.  Kansas  City,  110  Mo.  App.  391, 
[86  S.  W.  479] ;  Peterson  v.  Chicago  etc.  By.  Co.,  38  Minn. 
511,  [39  N.  W.  485] ;  Filer  v.  New  York  Cent,  By.  Co.,  49  N. 
T.  42;  Eallum  v.  YUlage  of  Omro,  122  Wis.  337,  [99  N.  W. 
1051].) 
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We  have  carefully  examined  the  great  number  of  authori- 
ties submitted  by  counsel  for  appellants.  Many  of  them  re- 
late to  the  form  of  instructions  given  for  the  guidance  of  the 
jury  where  damages  for  future  results  of  injuries  were  sought. 
Others  are  clearly  distinguishable  from  the  case  at  bar.  In 
Lentz  V.  Dallas,  96  Tex.  258,  [72  S.  W.  59],  an  objection  was 
sustained  to  an  abstract  question  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  confined  to  the  probable  effects  of  the  injury.  Taeger 
V.  Ey.  Co.f  [Gal,]  51  Pac.  190,  falls  within  the  same  rule. 
The  case  of  Strohm  y.  B.  B.  Co.,  96  N.  Y.  305,  has  been  fre- 
quently cited  in  support  of  the  proposition  that  consequences 
which  are  contingent,  speculative  or  merely  possible  are  not 
proper  to  be  considered  in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  damages 
sustained  by  reason  of  personal  injuries.  In  that  case  the 
court  recognizes  the  rule  that  ''to  entitle  a  plaintiff  to  re- 
cover present  damages  for  apprehended  future  consequences 
there  must  be  such  a  degree  of  probability  of  their  occurring 
as  amounts  to  a  reasonable  certainty  that  they  will  result 
from  the  original  injury."  In  the  Strohm  case  the  questions 
and  answers  upon  which  the  court  based  its  ruling  were: 
*'Tou  said  it  (the  injury)  might  develop  into  worse  signs 
or  conditions!  What  do  you  refer  toT"  To  which  the  wit- 
ness answered:  "A  patient  .  .  .  may  develop,'*  etc.  Both 
question  and  answer  related  to  what  conditions  might  develop, 
not  to  conditions  that  might  be  expected  to  develop,  as  a  re- 
sult. 

Neither  of  the  defendants  questioned  the  right  of  plaintiff 
to  recover  such  damages  as  she  had  sustained  in  the  collision, 
but  each  contended  that  the  other  should  be  held  responsible 
therefor,  and  with  the  view  of  having  the  jury  pass  upon  the 
question,  the  Los  Angeles  Railway  Company  asked  the  court 
to  instruct  the  jury,  in  effect,  that  notwithstanding  the  neg- 
ligence of  its  motorman  in  driving  his  car  upon  the  crossing, 
still  if  the  traction  motorman  could,  after  he  saw  that  it  was 
beyond  the  power  of  the  motorman  of  the  Los  Angeles  Rail- 
way car  to  avoid  the  accident,  have,  by  proper  care,  pre- 
vented the  collision,  then  in  the  negligence  of  the  defendant 
Los  Angeles  Traction  Company  was  the  proximate  cause  of 
the  injury.  In  other  words,  while  admitting  that  plaintiff's 
injury  resulted  from  the  collision  due  to  tiie  joint  or  con- 
current acts  of  negligence  of  defendants,  she  must  be  confined 
in  her  recovery  for  such  damages  to  a  judgment  rendered 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]     CoRDiNER  V.  Los  Angeles  Traction  Co.    407 

against  the  defendant  who  had  the  "last  clear  chance"  to 
avoid  the  collision  and  neglected  to  act  upon  it  Appellant 
seeks  to  apply  the  well-established  principle  that  ''he  who 
last  has  a  clear  opportunity  of  avoiding  the  accident,  by 
the  exercise  of  proper  care  to  avoid  injuring  another,  must 
do  so/'  (Esrey  v.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  103  CaL  541,  [37 
Pac.  500].)  This  rule  is  only  applicable  to  cases  where  the 
defense  is  based  upon  the  contriToutory  negligence  of  plain- 
tiff due  to  his  want  of  care  in  placing  himself  in  a  position 
of  danger,  and  where  he  may,  not^^ithstanding  his  negligence, 
recover  from  a  defendant,  who  by  the  exercise  of  proper  care 
could  have  avoided  the  injury.  We  are  unable  to  perceive 
why  this  rule  should  apply  to  plaintiff,  who  was  in  no  way 
chargeable,  by  imputation  or  otherwise,  with  negligence ;  nor 
are  we  referred  to  any  authority  which  supports  the  proposi- 
tion. Indeed,  all  the  authorities  recognize  the  right  of  re- 
covery against  either  or  both  of  the  defendants  whose  con- 
curring acts  of  negligence  united  in  producing  the  injury. 
(1  Shearman  and  Bedfield  on  Negligence,  p.  122;  1  Thompson 
on  Negligence,  p.  75;  Doeg  v.  Cook,  126  CaL  213,  [77  Am.  St. 
Rep.  171,  58  Pac.  707] ;  Tompkins  v.  Clay  St.  By.  Co.,  66 
Cal.  163,  [4  Pac.  1165] ;  Fastens  v.  Adams,  49  CaL  87.) 

Plaintiff,  having  a  right  to  recover  against  either  or  both 
defendants,  could  not,  while  in  pursuit  of  her  rights,  be  in- 
volved in  a  litigation  having  for  its  purpose  the  determination 
of  questions  involving  the  respective  rights  of  defendants  as 
against  each  other. 

It  follows  that  the  orders  appealed  from  must  be  affirmed, 
and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  May  16,  1907,  and  a  petition  to 
have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  cx)urt,  after  judgment  in 
the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme  court 
on  June  13,  1907. 
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[Civ.    No.    281.    First   AppeDate   Diatrict— April   18,   1907.] 

SAN  FRANCISCO  NATIONAL  BANK,  R^pondent,  v. 
AMERICAN  NATIONAL  BANK  OP  LOS  ANGELES, 
Appellant. 

Banes — Custom  as  to  Collection  of  Papert— Knowledge  Imputed  to 
Depositor — Contract  of  Age  :cy. — A  reasonable  custom  of  all  the 
banks  of  a  place  that  none  of  them  shall  be  liable  for  commercial 
paper  deposited  with  any  one  of  them  for  collection  elsewhere,  un- 
til the  proceeds  thereof  in  actual  money  shall  come  to  their  pos- 
session, must  be  conclusively  deemed  known  to  the  depositor,  and 
to  be  binding  upon  him  as  an  implied  condition  of  the  contract  of 
agency,  without  reference  to  his  knowledge  or  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  custom. 

Id. — ^Dbapt  Foewabded  poe  Collection — Failubk  op  Collecting  Bank 
— ^Loss  OP  Drawing  Bank. — Where  such  a  custom  existed  in  the 
banks  of  San  Francisco  and  Lob  Angeles,  and  a  bank  of  the  former 
city  sent  a  draft  to  a  bank  of  the  latter  for  collection  in  Arizona, 
and  the  collecting  bank  in  Arizona  failed  after  collection,  the  loss 
must  fall  upon  the  San  Francisco  bank,  which  drew  the  draft. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    Thos.  F.  Oraham,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Lynn  Helm,  for  Appellant. 

S.  C.  Denson,  for  Respondent 

KERRIGAN,  J.— The  plaintiff  placed  a  draft  with  the  de- 
fendant for  collection,  the  defendant  forwarded  the  draft  to 
a  bank  at  Arizona  for  collection,  which  bank  collected  the 
draft,  failed,  and  no  part  of  the  proceeds  has  ever  reached  any 
of  the  parties  hereto.  The  action  was  tried  by  the  court  on 
an  agreed  statement  of  facts ;  judgment  was  rendered  therein 
for  plaintiff,  from  which  judgment  the  defendant  appeals. 

The  agreed  statement  of  facts,  in  part,  is  as  follows:  The 
Judson  Dynamite  and  Powder  Company,  of  San  Francisco, 
held  a  check,  dated  December  17,  1903,  on  the  Sandoval  Na- 
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tional  Bank  of  Nogales,  Arizona,  for  the  sum  of  $637.97, 
whioh  check  was,  December  21, 1903,  by  the  powder  company, 
indorsed  to  the  San  Francisco  National  Bank,  and  deposited 
with  it  for  collection.  The  same  day  that  bank  indorsed  the 
check  to  "any  bank  or  banker,"  and  sent  it  to  the  American 
National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles  "for  collection  and  return." 
The  American  Bank  of  Los  Angeles  received  the  check  De- 
cember 22,  1903.  It  thereupon  examined  a  directory  of 
banks  and  bankers,  and  learned  that  there  were  two  banks  at 
Nogales,  one  the  bank  on  which  the  check  was  drawn,  and  the 
other  the  International  Bank  of  Nogales,  whereupon  it  in- 
dorsed the  check  "American  National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles, 
to  any  bank  or  banker,"  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Interna- 
tional Bank  of  Nogales  for  collection,  by  which  bank  it  was 
received  and  collected  in  cash  December  28,  1903.  On  the 
same  day  the  International  Bank  of  Nogales  sent  the  Ameri- 
can National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles  a  draft  for  $636.72,  drawn 
on  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  which  was 
received  in  due  course  of  mail  and  immediately  forwarded 
by  the  Los  Angeles  Bank  to  the  Com  Exchange  Bank  in  New 
York  for  collection,  by  which  bank  it  was  received  January 
7,  1904,  and  the  next  day  presented  to  the  National  Bank  of 
Commerce  for  payment.  Payment  was  refused  because  of 
insufficient  funds,  and  the  draft  was  duly  protested  for  non- 
payment. The  International  Bank  of  Nogales  failed  Janu- 
ary 15, 1904,  and  was  utterly  insolvent  In  the  meantime,  on 
January  8,  1904,  the  Com  Exchange  Bank  of  New  York  tele- 
graphed the  defendant  of  the  nonpayment  of  the  draft  and 
that  the  draft  had  gone  to  protest,  and  thereupon,  on  the  same 
day,  defendant  telegraphed  to  the  International  Bank  of  No- 
gales as  follows:  "Your  draft  of  December  28  on  National 
Bank  of  Commerce  for  six  hundred  thirty-six  is  protested. 
Protect  and  wire  the  money  to  pay."  In  response  the  Inter- 
national Bank  of  Nogales  telegraphed  the  defendant:  "Draft 
protested  for  reason  that  currency  remittance  to  our  New 
York  correspondent  went  astray.  We  follow  your  instruc- 
tions and  cover   same  by  wire." 

January  15,  1904,  the  defendant  telegraphed  the  National 
Bank  of  Commerce  that  the  protested  draft  was  being  re- 
turned for  collection,  that  the  International  Bank  had  wired 
funds  covering  said  draft,  and  requested  the  National  Bank 
ot  Commerce  to  hold  the  amount  for  return  of  draft  to  it.  On 
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the  same  day  the  National  Bank  of  Commerce  replied  that 
the  account  was  not  good  for  the  check  mentioned,  and  that 
it  could  not  meet  the  request  of  the  defendant  The  defend- 
ant wrote  to  the  plaintiff  January  14,  1904,  and  as  the  con- 
tents of  that  communication  are  sufficiently  referred  to  in  the 
reply  thereto,  dated  January  19,  1904,  only  the  reply  need  be 
given.     It  is: 

"We  are  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  14th  inst.,  confirm- 
ing your  telegram  of  even  date,  and  note  your  suggestion  in 
regard  to  charging  back  item  of  $637.97,  on  Sandoval  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Nogales,  and  replying  to  same  have  referred 
the  matter  to  our  client,  and  he  wired  to  the  maker  of  the 
check,  in  Nogales,  and  has  reply  to-day  stating  that  the  check 
was  paid,  and  that  the  money  was  in  the  hands  of  your  agent 
at  Nogales.  Our  client  therefore  declines  to  reimburse  us  in 
the  matter,  and  inasmuch  as  we  cannot  return  to  them  the 
original  check,  we  are  inclined  to  think  that  they  are  right, 
and  that  at  the  time  the  check  was  paid  to  your  agent  our 
responsibility  in  the  matter  ceased.    Is  this  not  correct t*' 

It  is  the  custom  of  banks  in  each  of  the  cities  of  San 
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  by  recommendation  of  their  sev- 
eral clearing-houses,  that  in  receiving  notes,  drafts  and  checks 
on  points  other  than  said  respective  cities  of  San  Francisco 
and  Los  Angeles,  either  for  collection  or  credit,  that  the  bank 
with  which  said  check  is  deposited  for  collection  shall  trans- 
mit the  same  in  the  usual  manner  for  collection,  either  to 
the  bank  on  which  it  is  drawn,  or  to  such  bank  or  persons  as 
it  may  deem  reliable,  with  the  express  understanding  that  the 
same  is  done  simply  for  account  and  convenience  of  the  de- 
positor, and  that  the  bank  so  receiving  said  item  for  col- 
lection shall  in  no  wise  be  liable  for  default  of  any  such  bank, 
person  or  agents,  or  for  loss  in  transit,  or  for  any  other  cause 
whatever  until  the  proceeds  in  actual  money  shall  come  into 
its  possession. 

There  is  a  great  diversity  and  conflict  of  opinion  on  the 
question  mainly  discussed  in  the  briefs,  namely,  what  is  the 
extent  of  the  duty  and  responsibility  of  a  bank  which  receives 
an  instrument  for  colhction  at  a  place  different  from  its 
place  of  business,  and  how  far  it  is  liable  for  the  acts  of  its 
correspondents  or  agents  in  the  performance  of  their  duty. 
One  class  of  cases  maintains  the  absolute  liability  of  a  bank 
for  any  default  or  neglect  of  its  correspondent  or  eollectioii 
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agent  in  the  same  manner  as  it  would  for  the  default  of  its 
own  employees,  regarding  the  correspondent  or  collector  as 
the  agent  of  the  bank,  and  not  the  agent  of  the  owner  of  the 
commercial  paper.  Another  class  of  cases  holds  the  bank  re- 
ceiving the  claim  for  collection  at  a  place  distant  from  the 
place  where  it  conducts  its  business  liable  only  for  failure  to 
exercise  due  care  and  diligence  in  selecting  a  trustworthy 
agent  or  correspondent,  and  if  it  exercise  such  care  and  dili- 
gence the  bank  is  exonerated  from  all  liability.  The  view, 
however,  we  have  reached  in  the  case  on  other  points  renders 
it  unnecessary  to  analyze  and  discuss  the  various  conflicting 
decisions  on  this  question. 

1.  The  trial  court  held  that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of 
negligence  in  accepting  and  forwarding  for  collection  the 
draft  on  New  York  sent  it  by  the  International  Bank  of  No- 
gales  ;  that  it  should  have  insisted  upon  payment  of  the  money. 
In  reaching  this  conclusion  the  court  doubtless  relied  upon  the 
general  principle  of  law  that  as  commercial  paper  is  payable 
in  money  only,  a  collecting  bank  is  not  authorized  to  receive  in 
payment  anything  but  money  (Selover  on  Bank  Collections, 
sees.  46,  47),  but  defendant  did  not  take  the  New  York  draft 
as  payment.  At  the  time  of  receiving  the  draft  on  New  York 
the  defendant  might  have  sent  it  back  to  the  International 
Bank  of  Nogales,  and  demanded  payment  of  the  money,  or 
it  might  have  pursued  some  other  course  than  the  one  it  did 
adopt,  but  no  fair  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  statement 
of  facts  that  any  other  method  might  with  reasonable  prob- 
ability have  resulted  in  a  collection  from  the  International 
Bank  of  Nogales.  There  are  respectable  authorities  which 
hold  that  it  is  the  custom  of  banks  to  remit  by  check  or  draft 
or  certificate  for  the  proceeds  of  any  collection,  instead  of  re- 
mitting the  exact  money  collected,  and  that  this  custom  is  so 
general  and  universal  that  courts  take  judicial  notice  of  it 
(Selover  on  Bank  Collections,  sec.  127,  and  cases  cited),  but 
we  do  not  rest  our  decision  on  this  line  of  authorities.  We 
take  the  position  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  record  which 
would  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  defendant  was  remiss 
in  any  duty  or  obligation  it  owed  the  plaintiff.  By  the  cus- 
tom before  referred  to  the  Judson  Dynamite  and  Powder 
Company,  when  it  deposited  the  draft  with  plaintiff  for  col- 
lection, authorized  the  plaintiff  to  transmit  the  same  through 
the  usual  channels  for  such  collection.    It  was  not  expected 
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that  the  plaintiff  would  send  a  messenger  from  San  Fran- 
cisco to  Nogales  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  draft.  Un- 
der the  custom  plaintiff  only  undertook  to  transmit  the  draft, 
through  the  usual  channels,  either  to  the  bank  on  which  it 
was  drawn,  or  to  such  bank  as  it  might  deem  reliable,  with  the 
one  understanding  that  the  same  was  done  simply  for  account 
and  convenience  of  the  Judson  Dynamite  and  Powder  Ck>m- 
pany,  and  that  it  should  not  be  responsible  for  the  default 
of  any  such  bank,  or  for  any  cause  whatever,  until  the  proceeds 
in  actual  money  should  come  into  its  possession.  The  plain- 
tiff transmitted  the  draft  to  the  American  National  Bank  of 
Los  Angeles,  a  bank  which  it  deemed  reliable.  It  was  not 
guilty  of  any  negligence  in  making  such  selection  of  the  Los 
Angeles  bank,  and  is  not  liable  to  the  Judson  Powder  Com- 
pany for  any  default  of  such  bank.  The  money  never  came 
into  the  hands  of  the  plaintiff.  The  same  may  be  said  as  to 
the  deposit  of  the  draft  by  the  plaintiff  with  the  Los  An- 
geles bank  for  collection.  The  Los  Angeles  bank  sent  the 
draft  to  the  International  Bank  of  Nogales,  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, and  was  guilty  of  no  negligence  in  selecting  the  Interna- 
tional Bank  as  its  agent  at  Nogales.  The  Los  Angeles  bank 
never  received  the  money,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  draft 
never  came  into  its  possession.  When  the  International  Bank 
of  Nogales  collected  the  money  it  collected  it  under  the  cus- 
tom as  agent  for  the  Judson  Dynamite  and  Powder  Com- 
pany, it  having  been  selected  through  the  agencies  of  which 
the  plaintiff  availed  itself,  and  which  the  powder  company 
impliedly  agreed  to  when  it  left  the  draft  with  plaintiff  for 
collection.  From  the  time  the  International  Bank  of  No- 
gales collected  the  money,  it  became  the  debtor  of  the  Jud- 
son Dynamite  and  Powder  Company.  It  appropriated  the 
money  and  has  not  paid  the  powder  company.  It  would  not 
be  in  accord  with  the  custom  to  hold  the  defendant  for  the 
default  of  an  agent  not  in  its  employ,  and  of  whose  services 
it  availed  itself  with  no  fault  or  negligence  in  the  selection. 

2.  At  the  time  the  plaintiff  bank  sent  the  draft  in  question 
to  the  defendant  bank  at  Los  Angeles  for  collection,  there  was 
a  custom  among  banks  of  that  city  to  which  reference  has 
already  been  made.  That  part  of  it  pertinent  here  in  suh. 
stance  absolved  the  banks  at  Los  Angeles  from  default  of 
their  coaeresDondents  in  GoUectioff  checks  or  drafts  at  other 
polices  than  Los  Aiigeies. 
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While  the  identical  custom  prevailed  in  San  Francisco  as 
in  Los  Angeles,  there  is  nothing  in  the  agreed  statement  of 
facts  from  which  we  can  conclude  that  the  plaintiff  knew  of 
the  existence  of  the  custom  in  Los  Angeles.  Knowledge  of  a 
custom  must,  according  to  some  decisions,  be  brought  home  to 
parties  who  are  bound  by  it;  but  the  better  authorities  de- 
clare that  the  custom  of  banks  of  a  place  is  binding  on 
parties  who  deal  with  a  bank  there,  whether  they  are  aware 
of  its  existence  or  not  Li  Jefferson  County  8av.  Bank  v. 
Commercial  Nat.  Bank,  98  Tenn.  337,  [39  S.  W.  338],  it  is 
said:  ''A  principal  who  selects  a  bank  as  his  collecting 
agent,  thus  availing  himself  of  the  facilities  which  it  holds 
out,  in  the  absence  of  special  directions,  is  bound  by  any  rea- 
sonable usage  prevailing  and  established  among  the  banks  at 
the  place  where  the  collection  is  made  without  regard  to  his 
knowledge  or  want  of  knowledge  of  its  existence.''  In 
SaUien  v.  Bank  of  Roanoke,  90  Tenn.  221,  [16  S.  W.  374], 
it  is  held  that  the  great  weight  of  authority  is  that  a  rea- 
sonable custom  of  all  the  banks  of  a  place,  though  not  known 
to  a  party  sending  paper  for  collection  to  one  of  them,  is 
binding  upon  the  sender  aa  a  part  of  the  contract  of  agency, 
to  which  the  sender  impliedly  assents  by  selecting  the  bank 
without  inquiry  or  without  especial  instructions. 

Selover  on  Bank  Collections,  section  10,  says:  '^ Where  the 
custom  is  general  and  reasonable,  the  depositor  of  paper  for 
collection  is  bound  thereby,  though  he  did  not  know  of  it" 

In  Morse  on  Banks  and  Banking  (section  231)  it  is  said: 
'*  Knowledge  of  the  usage,  either  express  or  implied,  must,  it 
has  been  said,  be  brought  home  to  the  parties  who  are  to  be 
bound  by  it.  (Mills  v.  Bank  of  United  States,  11  Wheat. 
431 ;  Peirce  v.  Butler,  14  Mass.  303.)  But  other  cases  of  high 
authority  declare  that  the  usage  of  the  bank  in  collections 
will  bind  the  person  dealing  with  it  in  this  business,  whether 
such  usage  be  known  to  him  or  not  {Smith  v.  Whiting,  12 
Mass.  6,  [7  Am.  Dec.  25] ;  Bank  of  Washington  v.  Triplett,  1 
Pet.  25 ;  Dorchester  do  Milton  Bank  v.  New  England  Bank,  1 
Cush.  (Mass.)  177;  Farmers'  Bank  A  Trust  Co.  v.  Newland, 
97  Ky.  472,  [31  S.  W.  38] ;  Jefferson  County  Sav.  Bank  v. 
Commercial  Nat.  Bwnk,  98  Tenn.  337,  [39  S.  W.  339]) ;  and 
this  is  certainly  the  correct  rule.  Indeed,  the  opposing  cases 
can  be  easily  reconciled  by  the  link  which  appears  to  be  sug- 
gested in  one  of  them.    The  facts  that  one  deals  with  a  bank 
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without  taking  the  trouble  to  inquire  as  to  its  system  will 
raise  the  implication  that  he  already  knows  and  is  satisfied 
with  that  system.  It  is  clear  that,  if  a  person  hands  over  a 
note  to  a  hank  for  collection  without  any  species  of  remark  as 
to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  the  bank  is  not  bound  to  thrust 
upon  him  a  statement  of  its  intended  course,  and  to  retain 
him  until  the  whole  theory  has  been  expounded  to  him,  when 
his  conduct  unmistakably  shows  that  either  he  already  knows 
it  or  else  he  does  not  desire  to  know  it.  Either  he  knows  and 
approves  it,  or  he  voluntarily  trusts  to  the  wisdom  of  the  bank, 
at  his  own  deliberately  assumed  risk  of  its  sufficiency.  In  such 
case  the  bank  not  only  has  the  right  to  assume,  but  it  is  even 
positively  bound  to  assume,  that  his  desire  is  that  the  ordinary 
and  established  usage  be  pursued.  And  an  unordered  devia- 
tion from  that  usage,  though  the  usage  were  unknown  to 
him,  would  lay  the  bank  open  to  his  suit  for  damages;  and 
the  court  must,  as  has  been  already  shown,  hold  as  matter  of 
law  that  the  pursuance  of  this  custom  was  an  implied  condi- 
tion of  the  contract.  It  is  clear,  then,  that  he  could  not 
plead  ignorance  of  it  in  order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  a  suit 
against  the  bank  for  acting  according  to  it.  The  knowledge 
on  his  part  would  be  implied  conclusively.*'  (See,  also,  Zd., 
sec.  9.)  This  is  the  rule  in  California.  (See  Davis  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank  of  Fresno,  118  Cal.  600,  [50  Pac.  666].) 

A  custom  must  be  general  as  to  place  and  not  confined  to 
any  particular  bank  or  banks.  (Selover  on  Bank  Collections, 
sec.  10.)  The  custom  under  discussion  was  general  as  to 
Los  Angeles;  it  was  reasonable,  and  under  the  authorities 
cited  the  plaintiff  was  bound  by  it 

The  judgment  is  reversed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 
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[CiT.   No.   849.    Fint  Appellate   District.— April    18,    1007.] 

EGBERT  W.  HARRISON,  Appellant,  v.  S.  W.  HORTON, 
Auditor,  etc..  Respondent 

8an  Fbangisco  CHABTE&— Assistant  Distbict  Attoknict— Osdinancb 
Pbotiding  Additional  Assistant — ^Salary — ^Mandamus. — An  ordi- 
nance of  the  dtj  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  duly  passed,  pro- 
Tiding  for  tbe  appointment  of  an  additional  assistant  district  at- 
torney to  those  authorized  by  the  charter,  makes  him  a  legal  as- 
sistant or  deputy  district  attorney,  and  the  appointment  is  of  the 
same  dignity  as  if  the  ordinance  had  been  embodied  in  the  charter; 
and  mandamtu  ynll  lie  to  compel  the  auditor  to  draw  a  warrant 
for  his  salary  payable  out  of  the  general  fund,  as  fixed  in  the  or- 
dinance. 

Id. — Construction  or  Chaetzb — Spboifio  Appropriation — Salary  of 
Officer. — The  provision  of  the  San  Francisco  charter  forbidding 
the  auditor  to  draw  warrants  except  upon  an  unexhausted  specific 
appropriation  has  no  application  to  the  salary  of  an  officer  fixed  un- 
der express  authority  of  the  charter  in  a  Talid  ordinance. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.    J.  M.  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courL 

Richard  C.  Harrison,  for  Appellant. 

Maurice  L.  Asher,  for  Respondent 

COOPER,  P.  !J. — ^This  appeal  is  from  a  judgment  deny- 
ing appellant's  application  for  a  writ  of  mandamus,  to  compel 
the  respondent  to  audit  a  demand  upon  the  treasury  of  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  for  the  salary  of  appellant, 
as  assistant  district  attorney,  for  the  month  of  July,  1906.  It 
is  conceded  that  there  is  money  in  the  general  fund  in  the 
treasury  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  sufficient 
to  pay  the  daim;  that  such  money  has  not  heen  appropriated 
to  the  payment  of  any  claim  or  demand  upon  the  said  treas- 
ury, and  that  proper  demand  has  been  made  upon  the  respond- 
enti 
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The  respondent  contends  that  the  board  of  supervisors  had 
made  no  specific  appropriation  of  money  for  the  payment  of 
appellant's  salary  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning  July  1,1906, 
and  upon  this  ground  claims  that  his  refusal  was  justified,  and 
this  was  the  view  taken  by  the  judge  of  the  superior  court. 
It  will,  therefore,  be  necessary  to  consider  the  nature  of  the 
demand,  and  the  law  relative  thereto. 

Under  the  charter  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco 
(art  v.,  sec.  3),  the  district  attorney  is  authorized  to  appoint 
seven  assistant  district  attorneys,  who  shall  each  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  $3,600.  The  district  attorney  appointed 
seven  assistant  district  attome}^  under  the  authority  above 
cited,  and  appellant  was  not  one  of  the  seven  so  appointed. 

The  charter  further  provides  (art.  XVI,  sec.  35)  that 
when  any  officer  shall  require  additional  deputies,  applica- 
tion shall  be  made  to  the  mayor,  who  shall  make  investigation 
as  to  the  necessity  for  such  additional  deputies,  and  if  he  find 
the  same  necessary  he  may  recommend  to  the  supervisors  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  such  additional  deputy,  and 
thereupon  the  supervisors,  by  an  affirmative  vote  of  not  less 
than  fourteen  members,  may  authorize  such  appointment 
and  provide  for  the  compensation  of  such  deputy. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  f ramers 
of  the  charter  to  prevent  the  appointment  of  deputies  unless 
deemed  necessary  by  the  principal  officer,  the  mayor  and 
fourteen  of  the  supervisors. 

Application  having  been  made  by  the  district  attorney  to 
the  mayor,  and  the  mayor  finding  it  to  be  necessary,  recom- 
mended to  the  supervisors  the  appointment  of  an  additional 
assistant  district  attorney.  Upon  such  recommendation  the 
board  of  supervisors,  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  1905, 
duly  adopted  an  ordinance,  authorizing  the  district  attorney 
to  appoint  an  additional  assistant  district  attorney  at  a  sal- 
ary of  $250  per  month,  which  ordinance  was  duly  approved 
by  the  mayor.  On  January  8,  1906,  the  district  attorney,  in 
pursuance  of  the  charter,  and  the  ordinance  so  adopted  by  the 
board  of  supervisors,  duly  appointed  the  appellant  such  ad- 
ditional assistant  district  attorney.  Appellant  duly  qualified, 
took  the  oath  of  office,  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his 
duties,  and  his  appointment  has  not  been  revoked  or  an- 
nulled. He  performed  the  duties  required  of  him  as  such  as- 
sistant district  attorney  for  the  month  of  July,  1906,  and  haa 
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never  been  paid  therefor.  Having  performed  the  services  for 
the  city,  by  the  express  appointment  of  the  district  attorney 
under  the  authority  of  the  charter,  he  should  be  paid,  un- 
less the  charter  plainly  prohibits  such  payment.  The  conten- 
tion is  that  the  pa3anent  is  prohibited  by  reason  of  the  charter 
(art.  Ill,  chap.  1,  sees.  6,  7),  which  provides:  "Except  as 
otherwise  provided  in  this  charter,  no  money  shall  be  drawn 
from  the  treasury  unless  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  the  supervisors,  and  on  warrants  duly  drawn  thereon 
by  the  auditor.  No  warrant  shall  be  drawn  except  upon  an 
unexhausted  specific  appropriation.*' 

Does  this  provision  apply  to  the  salary  of  an  assistant  dis- 
trict attorney! 

The  appellant,  after  his  appointment  and  qualification,  held 
the  office  by  the  same  title  and  from  the  same  source  as  the 
seven  other  assistant  district  attorneys.  His  compensation  was 
different,  and  perhaps  the  duration  of  his  term  less  certain ; 
but  he  was  one  of  the  assistant  district  attorneys,  and  may 
be  said  to  be  the  eighth  one.  Seven  were  appointed  under  the 
direct  authority  of  the  charter.  Appellant  was  appointed  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  ordinance,  which  in  turn  was  author- 
ized by  the  charter.  After  the  ordinance  was  passed  it  must 
be  read  into  and  as  a  part  of  the  charter  for  the  purposes  of 
this  case,  and  when  so  read  the  district  attorney  had  the  au- 
thority to  appoint  eight  assistant  district  attorneys.  The 
charter  is  itself  a  law  of  the  state.  {People  v.  Williamson,  135 
GaL  418,  [67  Pac.  504].)  The  ordinance  was  a  statute  of  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  consistent  with  and  au- 
thorized by  the  charter,  and  when  the  ordinance  was  passed 
and  the  appellant  appointed  he  received  his  appointment  un- 
der a  law  of  the  state,  to  wit,  the  charter.  The  appointment 
is  of  the  same  weight  and  dignity  as  if  the  ordinance  had  been 
embodied  in  the  charter  at  the  time  of  its  adoption.  (Murphy 
V.  City  of  San  Luis  Obispo,  119  Cal.  625,  [51  Pac.  1085] ;  City 
of  San  Luis  Obispo  v.  Fitzgerald,  126  Cal.  279 ,  [58  Pac.  699].) 
An  assistant  district  attorney  is  in  fact  a  deputy  district  at- 
torney. (People  V.  Turner,  85  Cal.  432,  [24  Pac.  857] ;  Gar- 
nett  V.  Brooks,  136  Cal.  585,  [69  Pac.  298].) 

The  charter  contains  the  provision  (art.  Ill,  chap.  1,  sec.  15) 
that  ''the  board  of  supervisors  shall  authorize  the  disburse- 
ment of  all  public  moneys  except  as  otherwise  specifically  pro- 
6  OftL  App.— 27 
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vided  in  this  charter."  The  charter  specifically  provides  for 
the  salary  of  the  district  attorney  and  his  seven  assistants. 
When  the  ordinance  was  passed  it  specifically  provided  for 
the  salary  of  the  eighth  assistant,  and  this  with  the  direct 
authorization  of  the  supervisors.  We  cannot  persuade  our- 
selves that  the  salaries  of  the  district  attorney  and  of  his  as- 
sistants shall  go  unpaid  because  the  board  of  supervisors  did 
not  specifically  set  apart  a  fund  suflScient  for  their  payment  in 
fulL  The  charter  does  not  contemplate  that  the  machinery 
of  the  district  attorney's  oflSce  shall  be  stopped  by  reason  of 
the  errors  or  willful  neglect  of  the  board  of  supervisors — an 
independent  branch  of  the  city  government.  The  object  of 
the  charter  is  to  provide  safeguards  against  the  willful  and 
careless  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys  by  the  board  of 
supervisors,  but  the  board  of  supervisors  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  the  oflScers  of  the  city. 
Such  salaries  are  fixed  by  law  and  must  be  paid. 

In  Cashin  v.  Dunn,  58  Cal.  581,  the  auditor  refused  to  audit 
the  salary  of  plaintiff,  who  had  been  appointed  a  deputy  in 
the  office  of  the  superintendent  of  streets,  on  the  ground  that 
the  board  of  supervisors  in  fixing  the  tax  levy  for  the  cur- 
rent fiscal  year  had  not  appropriated  a  sufficient  amount  to 
pay  the  salaries  of  the  deputies  appointed  under  the  law,  and 
that  the  allowance  was  prohibited  by  the  act  of  February  25, 
1878,  known  as  the  one-twelfth  act.  The  court  held  that  the 
"One  Twelfth  Act"  had  no  application  ''to  the  auditing  and 
pajonent  of  demands  for  salaries  of  officers  whose  appoint- 
ment is  provided  for  and  salaries  fixed  by  law. "  (Stats.  1877- 
78,  p.  111.)     The  writ  was  ordered  to  issue. 

In  Welch  v.  Sirother,  74  Cal.  413,  [16  Pac.  22],  the  defend- 
ant refused  to  audit  the  demand  of  the  plaintiff  for  his  sal- 
ary as  deputy  clerk  for  the  month  of  July,  1887.  The  ap- 
propriation made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  was  insufficient, 
and  the  *  *  One  Twelfth  Act ' '  was  relied  upon.  The  court  said : 
**  Salaries  are  not  liabilities  against  the  treasury  which  rest 
upon  any  authorization  or  contract  by  the  board  of  supervis- 
ors, or  any  other  officer.  They  are  fixed  by  law,  and  not  sub- 
ject to  the  control  of  such  officers.  They  are  payable  out  of 
the  general  fund,  and  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  part  of 
that  fund  which  the  board  may  choose  to  set  apart  for  their 
payment"    The  writ  was  issued. 
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In  Lems  v.  Widber,  99  Cal.  412,  [33  Pac.  1128],  which  was 
an  application  for  a  writ  of  mandate  against  the  treasurer  of 
the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  to  compel  the  payment 
of  the  plaintiff's  salary  as  chief  clerk  of  the  register  of  voters, 
it  was  held  that  such  salary  was  payable  out  of  the  general 
fund  without  regard  to  the  revenues  of  the  previous  years. 
The  opinion  states:  ^'Our  conclusion  is  that  the  payment  of 
the  salary  of  a  public  officer  whose  office  has  been  created  and 
salary  fixed  by  law,  either  statutory  or  constitutional,  is  not 
within  the  provision  of  said  section  18  of  article  IX  of  the 
constitution ;  that  his  salary  is  to  be  paid  out  of  said  general 
fund  when  there  is  sufficient  money  therein,  without  regard 
to  revenues  of  separate  years ;  and  that  it  was  a  duty  specifi- 
cally enjoined  by  law  upon  respondent  to  pay  the  said  audited 
demand  of  petitioner  when  it  was  presented  on  said  third  day 
of  July.'* 

To  the  same  effect  see  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco  v. 
Broderick,  111  Cal.  302,  [43  Pac.  960] ;  People  v.  Black,  120 
Cal.  553,  [52  Pac.  840] ;  Stevens  v.  Truman,  127  Cal.  155,  [59 
Pac.  397]. 

The  principle  upon  which  all  the  above  eases  were  decided 
is  that  the  restrictions  which  the  organic  act  imposes  upon 
the  setting  aside  of  funds  and  payment  of  money  out  of  the 
treasury  do  not  apply  to  the  payment  of  demands  arising  out 
of  liabilities  which  are  placed  by  law  beyond  the  control  of  the 
board  of  supervisors.  The  board  of  supervisors  had  control 
in  the  first  place  of  the  question  as  to  whether  or  not  they 
would  authorize  the  appointment  of  appellant  as  assistant 
district  attorney.  After  having  authorized  his  appointment 
and  after  his  receiving  the  appointment  and  performing  the 
services,  the  demand  for  the  salary  in  payment  of  such  services 
is  beyond  the  control  of  the  supervisors.  The  cases  cited 
were  all  relative  to  the  restrictions  of  the  constitution  or  the 
one-twelfth  act,  but  they  apply  in  their  reasoning  with  equal 
force  to  the  charter  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco. 

The  provisions  discussed  in  the  cases  cited  were  as  stringent 
as  the  provisions  of  the  charter. 

The  late  case  of  Jackson  v.  Baehr,  138  CaL  266,  [71  Pac. 
167],  arose  after  the  adoption  of  the  present  charter.  It  was 
there  held  that  the  fact  that  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the 
city  and  county  of  San  Francisco  had  set  apart  a  special  fund 
for  the  fees  of  the  trial  jurors  in  criminal  casea^  and  that  this 
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fond  was  exhausted,  is  do  defense  to  a  mandamus  to  compel 
the  auditor  to  draw  his  warrant  upon  the  county  treasurer 
for  fees  of  jurors  for  each  day's  attendance  upon  the  court. 
It  is  there  said:  ''It  is  claimed  by  the  defendant  that  the 
board  of  supervisors  has  set  apart  $16,000  for  trial  jurors  in 
criminal  cases,  and  that  this  fund  is  exhausted.  That  he  is 
expressly  forbidden  by  the  charter  of  the  city  and  county  to 
draw  any  warrant  except  upon  an  unexhausted  specific  ap- 
propriation. It  is  sufficient,  in  answer  to  this,  to  say  that  the 
superior  courts  are  state  courts,  and  criminal  cases  concern  the 
state  and  are  state  affairs.  The  charter  provides  that  the  in- 
come and  revenue  of  the  city  shall  be  apportioned  and  kept  in 
separate  funds.  Among  the  various  funds  mentioned  is  the 
general  fund,  which  shall  consist  of  moneys  received  into  the 
treasury  and  not  specifically  appropriated  to  any  other  fund." 
It  was  certainly  not  intended  by  the  charter  to  prohibit  the 
payment  of  any  claim  out  of  the  general  fund,  and  yet  this 
would  be  the  result  of  respondent's  contention  that  *'no  war- 
rant can  be  drawn  except  upon  an  unexhausted  specific  ap- 
propriation." 

It  has  been  held  that  the  controller  cannot  refuse  to  draw 
a  warrant  for  a  salary  fixed  by  law  merely  because  the  legisla- 
ture had  failed  to  make  a  specific  appropriation.  That  the 
fixing  of  the  salary  payable  monthly  out  of  any  money  not 
otherwise  appropriated  was  sufficient.  {Humbert  v.  Pttnn, 
84  Cal.  67,  [24  Pac.  HI].) 

We  have  discussed  the  case  thus  far  without  reference  to 
the  question  that  an  appropriation  was  in  fact  made.  The 
bill  of  exceptions  shows  that  prior  to  July  1,  1906,  the  board 
of  supervisors  made  a  budget,  and  appropriated  for  the  fiscal 
year  commencing  July  1,  1906,  *' $36,200  for  the  salaries  of 
district  attorney,  his  assistants,  clerks,  stenographer  and  bond 
and  warrant  clerks."  Appellant  was  one  of  the  assistant  dis- 
trict attorneys,  and  included  in  the  appropriation.  It  cannot 
be  said  that,  because  the  appropriation  was  enough  for  the  offi- 
cers named  with  the  exception  of  one  assistant  district  at- 
torney, the  intention  was  to  exclude  this  appellant.  He  was 
as  much  an  assistant  as  either  of  the  seven  first  appointed. 
The  appropriation  may  become  exhausted  before  the  end  of 
the  fiscal  year,  but  it  certainly  was  not  short  for  the  very  first 
month  of  the  year. 
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Respondent  claims  that  the  appellant  was  not  an  officer,  that 
his  emplo3anent  was  only  temporary,  and  that  no  annual  sal- 
ary was  fixed.  There  is  no  merit  in  such  contention.  The 
charter  (art.  V,  chap.  3,  sec.  3)  provides  that  the  assistant  dis- 
trict attorneys  shall  each,  at  the  time  of  his  appointment,  be 
qualified  to  practice  law,  and  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of 
the  state,  and  must  have  been  so  qualified  for  at  least  two 
years  next  preceding  his  appointment.  Under  the  Political 
Code  (sec.  865)  the  assistant  or  deputy  possesses  the  powers 
and  may  perform  the  duties  of  his  principal.  The  position  was 
created  under  the  charter,  and  by  its  express  authority.  The 
compensation  was  fixed  by  the  body  authorized  in  the  charter 
to  fix  it.  The  duties  are  fixed  by  the  charter  and  by  statute, 
and  are  continuing  duties.  Such  duties  will  continue  while 
the  place  continues,  although  the  person  might  be  changed. 
This  in  our  opinion  made  the  appellant  an  officer  within  the 
rule  prescribed  by  the  authorities.  (Mechem  on  Public  Of- 
ficers, sec.  38;  United  States  ▼.  Maurice^  2  Brock.  96,  [Fed. 
Cas.  No.  15,747] ;  Patton  ▼.  Board  of  PuUic  Health,  127  CaL 
397,  [78  Am.  St.  Eep.  66,  59  Pac.  702J.) 

The  judgment  is  reversed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred* 


[Crim.  No.  88.    Third  Appellate  Bistrlet.— April  82,   1007.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  W.  E.  SWAIN,  Appellant 

CinfiNAX.  Law — Prxliminaxt  Exaionation  fob  Okand  Larceny — 
JuBisDionoM  or  Justicb  ov  thx  Pkacb— Tbial  fob  Pktit  Laboint. 
Where  a  justice  of  the  peace,  acting  as  a  committing  magistrate, 
eondueta  a  preliminary  examination  upon  a  charge  of  grand  larcenj, 
he  has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  same  proceeding,  without  the  interpo- 
gition  of  the  formal  complaint  required  bj  section  1426  of  the  Penal 
Code,  to  order  the  defendant  to  appear  before  him  upon  a  trial 
for  petit  larcenj.  Such  action  is  a  mere  attempted  usurpation  of 
power  and  is  whoUj  nugatory  and  roid. 

Id4 — ^Indigthent  fob  Oband  Larcent^-Dismissal  bt  Justice  of  thb 
Peace  not  a  Bab. — ^Where,  upon  the  subsequent  finding  of  an  indict- 
ment for  grand  larceny,  the  justice  of  the  peaee,  upon  motion  ef 
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the  district  attorney,  diBmissed  the  proceeding  before  him  for  petit 
larceny,  the  defendant  cannot  plead  such  dismissal  as  an  acquittal 
of  the  lesser  offense  and  a  bar  to  prosecution  under  the  indict* 


APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Te- 
hama County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Wm. 
M.  Finch,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

McCoy  &  Oans,  for  Appellant. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  W.  A.  Fish,  District  At- 
torney, and  J.  Charles  Jones,  for  Respondent. 

HAET,  J. — ^The  defendant  was  prosecuted  by  indictment 
for  the  larceny  of  four  head  of  hogs,  alleged  to  be  of  the 
value  of  more  than  $50,  and  the  property  of  one  E.  J.  Blos- 
som, and  was  found  guilty  by  the  jury  of  the  crime  of  petit 
larceny.  He  appeals  from  the  judgment  and  an  order  deny- 
ing his  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Upon  his  arraignment  upon  the  charge  alleged  against  him 
in  the  indictment,  the  defendant  interposed  a  plea  of  ''not 
guilty"  and  also  a  plea  "that  he  has  already  been  acquitted  of 
the  offense  charged  in  said  indictment  and  particularly  of 
the  offense  of  petit  larceny  included  therein,  by  the  judgment 
of  dismissal  of  the  Justice  Court  of  Red  Bluff  Township,  in 
the  County  of  Tehama,  State  of  California,  rendered  at  Red 
Bluff,  in  said  County  and  State,  on  the  22d  day  of  March, 
1906." 

The  only  point  urged  here  and  upon  which  a  reversal  of  the 
case  is  asked  is  founded  upon  the  ruling  of  the  trial  court  ex- 
cluding certain  testimony  bearing  upon  the  plea  of  "former 
acquittal."  It  appears  from  the  record  that  on  the  twenty- 
first  day  of  February,  1906,  and  about  one  month  prior  to 
the  finding  and  filing  of  the  indictment  upon  which  the  de- 
fendant was  tried,  as  before  explained,  a  deposition  or  com- 
plaint was  filed  by  one  E.  J.  Blossom  before  and  with  the 
justice  of  the  peace  of  Red  Bluff  township  as  a  magistrate, 
charging  the  defendant  with  the  crime  of  grand  larceny,  said 
complaint  or  deposition  alleging  the  asportation  of    eight 
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head  of  hogs  "of  the  value  of  seventy  dollars,  the  same  being 
the  personal  property  of  said  B.  J.  Blossom."  An  examina* 
tion  of  the  defendant  was  had  before  the  magistrate  upon 
this  charge,  and  after  hearing  all  the  evidence  offered  and 
taking  the  matter  under  advisement,  the  magistrate  finally 
made  the  following  order  in  the  case:  ''It  does  not  appear 
to  the  court  from  the  evidence  adduced  at  the  hearing  of 
this  case  that  the  crime  of  grand  larceny  has  been  committed 
by  the  defendants  (the  appellant  was  jointly  charged  with 
one  Peter  McNett),  but  there  is  sufficient  reason  to  believe 
that  the  crime  of  petit  larceny  has  been  conunitted  by  said 
defendants.  Wherefore,  it  is  ordered  that  said  defendants  be 
brought  to  trial  before  this  court  under  the  complaint  filed 
herein  on  the  21st  day  of  February,  1906,  on  the  charge  of 
petit  larceny."  An  order  was  then  made  setting  the  case  for 
trial  for  March  22,  1906.  Upon  the  last-mentioned  day,  the 
defendants  with  their  counsel  appeared  and  announced  them- 
selves ready  for  trial,  whereupon  the  district  attorney  made 
a  motion  to  dismiss  the  case  pending  before  the  magistrate, 
who  granted  said  motion  "for  the  reason  that  it  is  made  to 
appear  that  the  defendants  have  been  indicted  by  the  Grand 
Jury  of  Tehama  County,  for  Grand  Larceny,  which  includes 
the  offense  charged  in  the  complaint  in  this  action,  which  said 
indictment  is  now  pending  in  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
County  of  Tehama,  State  of  California,  a  certified  copy  of 
which  last-mentioned  indictment  has  been  produced  and  filed 
in  this  court." 

It  was  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  allow  proof  of  the  pro- 
ceedings thus  briefly  narrated  before  the  magistrate  which  con- 
stitutes the  alleged  error  of  which  complaint  is  here  made. 

The  claim  is  that  the  dismissal  of  the  proceeding  against 
the  defendant  by  the  magistrate  after  the  latter  had  made  an 
order  that  the  accused  be  put  upon  his  trial  for  a  misdemeanor 
under  the  deposition  upon  which  he  had  been  examined, 
amounted  to  his  acquittal  of  the  lesser  offense,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  prosecution,  under  the  indictment,  based  upon  the 
same  transaction,  was  barred.  This  position  is  the  equivalent 
of  the  contention  that  the  magistrate,  having  once  l^ally  ac- 
quired, as  such,  authority  to  preliminarily  examine  a  felony 
dharge,  is  also  in  the  same  proceeding  and  by  the  same  means 
invested  with  jurisdiction  to  exercise  his  powers  as  a  justice  of 
fhe  peace^  and  as  such  to  try  the  accused  upon  any  lesser  of- 
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f  ense  included  within  that  charged  in  the  deposition,  without 
the  interposition  of  the  formal  complaint  required  by  section 
1426  of  the  Penal  Code.  This  contention  is  obviously  without 
merit.  The  act  of  the  magistrate,  after  discharging  the  ac- 
cused upon  the  felony  charge,  in  ordering  the  defendant  to 
appear  before  him  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  trial  upon  a 
misdemeanor  upon  the  complaint  or  deposition  charging  the 
felony,  was  in  excess  of  that  officer's  jurisdiction  and,  there- 
fore, wholly  nugatory  and  void.  Under  our  law  the  following 
persons  are  magistrates :  1.  The  justices  of  the  supreme  court ; 
2.  The  judges  of  the  superior  courts;  3.  Justices  of  the  peace; 
4.  Police  magistrates  in  towns  or  cities.  (Pen.  Code,  sec 
808.) 

A  magistrate  is  defined  to  be  ''an  officer  having  power  to 
issue  a  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  a  person  charged  with  a  pub- 
lic offense. ' *     (Pen.  Code,  sec.  807.) 

Section  811  of  the  Penal  Code  provides  that  *'when  an 
information  is  laid  before  a  magistrate  of  the  commission 
of  a  public  offense,  triable  within  the  County,  he  must  ex- 
amine on  oath  the  informant  or  prosecutor,  and  any  wit- 
nesses he  may  produce,  and  take  their  depositions  in  writing, 
and  cause  them  to  be  subscribed  by  the  parties  making  them." 
Section  1426  of  said  code  reads:  "All  proceedings  and  actions 
before  a  justice's  or  police  court,  for  a  public  offense  of 
which  such  courts  have  jurisdiction,  must  be  commenced  by 
complaint  under  oath,  setting  forth  the  offense  charged,  with 
such  particulars  of  time,  place,  person,  and  property,  as  to 
enable  the  defendant  to  understand  distinctly  the  character 
of  the  offense  complained  of,  and  to  answer  the  complaint" 

It  is  readily  to  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  provisions 
of  our  Penal  Code  that  proceedings  in  criminal  cases  before 
a  magistrate  and  those  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  are  en- 
tirely different  and  distinct,  and  are  designed  to  accomplish 
widely  different  purposes.  The  proceeding  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace  acting  in  his  ex  officio  capacity  of  magistrate,  is 
one  of  the  two  methods  authorized  under  our  system  for  the 
inauguration  of  a  prosecution  upon  ordinary  felony  charges. 
The  proceeding  authorized  by  section  1426  of  the  code  in- 
volves a  trial,  of  which  the  justice  of  the  peace  as  such  has 
jurisdiction  under  the  law,  and  is,  of  course,  analogous  to  a 
trial  for  a  felony  in  the  superior  court.  Under  the  law,  a 
justice  of  the  peace,  when  exercising  the  powers  of  *  magis- 
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trate,  has  equal  authority  as  such  with  the  justices  of  the 
supreme  court  and  judges  of  the  superior  courts  when  acting 
in  a  similar  capacity. 

The  jurisdiction  of  all  those  officers,  when  acting  in  the  ex 
officio  capacity  in  question,  extends  only  to  taking  and  hear- 
ing evidence  upon  the  felony  charge  and  after  hearing  the 
proofs  making  an  order  either  discharging  the  accused,  or 
holding  him  to  trial  for  the  offense  shown  by  the  depositions 
to  have  been  committed  by  him.     (Pen.  Code,  sec.  872.) 

Surely,  it  would  not  for  a  moment  be  contended  that  a 
judge  of  the  superior  court,  acting  as  a  magistrate,  could, 
after  discharging  the  defendant  upon  the  felony  charge,  make 
a  valid  order  requiring  him  to  appear  for  trial  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  under  the  complaint  upon  which  he  had  been 
preliminarily  examined,  for  some  misdemeanor  of  which  the 
evidence  might  show  him  to  be  guilty. 

The  eases  cited  in  the  briefs  of  appellant  do  not  in  any 
aspect  of  the  question  presented  sustain  his  position.  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  case  of  People  v. 
Smith,  143  Cal.  598,  [77  Pac.  449],  relied  upon  by  him,  har- 
monizes with  the  view  of  respondent.  In  that  case,  the  de- 
fendant had  been  charged  by  a  formal  complaint  in  a  justice 
court  with  the  crime  of  petit  larceny.  Over  an  objection  by 
the  defendant's  counsel,  the  court,  on  motion  of  the  district 
attorney,  dismissed  the  complaint  in  order  to  enable  the  prose- 
cuting officer  to  file  a  felony  chai^  against  the  accused — 
said  felony  charge  consisting  of  the  crime  of  petit  larceny  al- 
leged against  him  in  said  complaint,  and  a  prior  conviction 
of  burglary.  The  authority  for  this  proceeding  is  found  in 
section  1385  of  the  Penal  Code  which  provides:  ''The  court 
may,  either  of  its  own  motion  or  upon  the  application  of 
the  District  Attorney,  and  in  furtherance  of  justice,  order 
an  action  or  indictment  to  be  dismissed.  The  reasons  of  the 
dismissal  must  be  set  forth  in  an  order  entered  upon  the 
minutes." 

Upon  the  trial  in  the  superior  court  upon  the  felony  charge, 
the  defendant,  having  entered  a  plea  of  former  acquittal, 
offered  the  proceedings  of  dismissal  in  the  justice  court  in 
evidence  to  sustain  that  plea,  it  being  admitted  that  the  in- 
formation upon  which  he  was  being  tried  upon  the  felony 
charge  "embraced  the  same  charge  contaiDed  in  the  complaint 
charging  the  defendant  with  petit  larceny,  filed  in  the  Justice 


Digitized  by 


Google 


426  People  v.  Swain.  [5  CaL  App. 

Court,"  and  dismissed,  etc.  Under  an  objection  by  the  district 
attorney  the  evidence  was  disallowed.  It  was  contended  that 
the  ruling  was  error  because  of  the  following  provision  of 
section  1387  of  the  Penal  Code:  '*An  order  for  the  dismissal 
of  the  action,  as  provided  in  this  chapter,  is  a  bar  to  any 
other  prosecution  for  the  same  offense,  if  it  is  a  misdemeanor, 
but  it  is  not  a  bar  if  the  offense  is  a  felony." 

The  court  held  that  the  circumstances  of  that  case  did  not 
bring  it  within  the  provisions  of  section  1387;  that  the  de- 
fendant, having  been  previously  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
burglary,  his  subsequent  perpetration  of  the  crime  of  petit 
larceny  was  an  act  constituting  a  felony,  under  the  terms  of 
section  666  of  the  Penal  Code.  Here,  as  seen,  the  appellant 
was  never  charged  by  a  complaint,  as  required  by  section  1426 
of  the  Penal  Code  with  the  crime  of  petit  larceny.  The  mere 
declaration  by  the  magistrate  that  the  evidence  taken  at  the 
preliminary  hearing  of  the  felony  charge  disclosed  a  case  of 
petit  larceny  against  the  accused,  and  the  order  that  he  be 
required  to  appear  for  trial  under  the  complaint  or  deposi- 
tion charging  the  felony,  amounted  to  no  more  than  such  a 
declaration  and  order  by  a  private  citizen.  It  was,  as  we  have 
declared,  an  attempt  upon  the  part  of  the  magistrate  to  exer- 
cise authority  not  within  his  jurisdiction  as  such  oflScer — a 
mere  attempted  usurpation  of  power.  It  will,  of  course,  be 
conceded  that  a  magistrate's  order  discharging  a  defendant 
does  not  operate  as  a  bar  to  a  second  hearing  of  the  charge 
either  by  the  magistrate  himself  or  by  a  grand  jury.  (Pen. 
Code,  sec.  999;  Patterson  v.  Conlan,  123  Cal.  454,  [56  Pac 
105].) 

From  the  foregoing  reasons,  it  follows  that  the  court's  rul- 
ing disallowing  the  testimony  was  clearly  within  the  law. 

This  being  the  only  point  urged  upon  this  appeal,  the  judg- 
ment and  order  appealed  from  will,  therefore,  be  affirmed. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]  People  v.  Jambs.  427 

[Crlm.  No.  87.    Tliird  Appellate  Distriet.— April  28,  1907.] 
THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  PHILIP  JAMBS,  Appellant 

Criminal  Law— Mubdebt— Expert  Evidenoe— Hypothbtioai*  Question. 
In  a  prosecution  for  murder,  a  medical  expert  testifying  for  the 
prosecution  may  be  asked  a  hypothetical  question  based  upon  the  evi- 
dence for  the  prosecution.  It  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  in- 
clude all  of  the  evidence  in  the  ease. 

Id. — ^Waiver  of  Objection  to  Hypothetical  Question — Impbopeb  Ob- 
jection.— An  objection  to  the  form  of  a  hypothetical  question  as 
involving  a  conclusion,  which  was  not  urged  in  the  superior  oourt| 
and  which  could  not  prejudice  the  defendant,  is  waived  and  a 
general  objection  that  the  question  was  a  ''hypothetical  question 
not  warianted  by  law,"  raises  no  issue  and  amounts  to  nothing. 

Id. — Instructions — Burden  of  Proof  as  to  Elements  of  Grime. — 
An  instruction  that  "each  and  every  fact  and  circumstance  relied 
upon  by  the  prosecution  must  be  proved  by  the  evidence  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt,  and  if  the  jury  are  not  satisfied  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  that  each  such  fact  and  circumstance  has  been 
proven,  it  is  your  duty  to  find  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,'*  is  not 
prejudicial  to  the  defendant,  and  is  to  be  construed  with  other 
instructions  given  wherein  the  people's  dnty  to  prove  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  all  the  elements  of  the  erime  charged  was  elearly 
•et  forth. 

lo. — ^Presumption  of  Innocence—Instruction  Bzquested  bt  Defend- 
ant.— The  defendant  cannot  complain  of  an  instruction  requested 
by  himself,  "that  the  presumption  of  innocence  attaches  at  every 
stage  of  the  case  and  to  every  fact  essential  to  a  conviction,  and 
remains  with  the  defendant  throughout  the  trial  until  the  contrary 
is  established  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt." 

lb. — Homicide  by  Officer— Refusal  of  Instruchons — ^Presumption 
OF  Official  Duty. — ^Where  an  officer  was  charged  with  murder, 
the  court  properly  refused  to  instruct  the  jury  "that  the  law  pre- 
sumes that,  if  the  defendant  was  an  officer  and  acting  as  such  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  homicide,  he  was  doing  his  duty,"  as  it 
conveys  the  misleading  suggestion  that  if  the  defendant  was  an 
officer  he  had  the  right  to  kill  the  deceased. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Sac- 
ramento County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  B. 
C.  Harty  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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Charles  B.  Harris,  and  James  L.  Copeland,  for  Appellant. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  J.  Charles  Jones,  for 
Bespondent 

BUENETT,  J.— Appellant  was  tried  on  an  information 
charging  him  with  murder,  and  he  was  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter. He  has  appealed  from  the  judgment  and  order 
denying  his  motion  for  a  new  triaL  The  assignments  of  er- 
rors relate  to  certain  instructions  given  and  refused  and  to 
the  action  of  the  trial  court  in  overruling  an  objection  to  a 
hypothetical  question  addressed  to  one  of  the  witnesses  for 
the  people.  We  will  notice  in  the  order  presented  in  his  brief 
all  of  the  points  upon  which  appellant  relies  for  a  reversal 
of  the  judgment. 

Dr.  Stevenson,  a  medical  expert  for  the  people,  was  asked 
this  question:  ''Suppose  a  man  weighing  130  pounds  or  there- 
abouts was  struck  with  sufficient  force  by  a  man  weighing 
180,  190  or  200  pounds,  to  knock  him  down  twice  within  a 
short  period  of  time,  the  first  blow  being  succeeded  by  a 
struggle,  and  during  tibat  struggle  the  smaller  man  was  choked 
for  a  period  of  half  a  minute,  at  first  lightly  and  then  gradu- 
ally increasing  it  until  he  let  go  his  hold  upon  a  revolver; 
after  the  second  blow  he  had  some  difficulty  in  arising,  but 
got  up,  walked  a  space  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  or  ten  feet; 
then  walked  a  space  of  thirty  or  forty  or  fifty  feet  without 
staggering ;  his  muscles  co-ordinating,  and  during  that  period, 
talks  coherently.  What  can  you  say  as  to  the  mental  condi- 
tion of  such  smaller  man  t ' '  Counsel  for  defendant  made  this 
objection:  ''I  object  to  the  question  as  not  founded  upon 
the  facts  as  proven  by  the  prosecution  in  this  case/'  There- 
upon, in  response  to  the  question  by  the  court,  ''Wherein  is 
it  defective  or  wherein  does  it  not  conform  to  the  facts  f" 
counsel  answered:  "In  this,  that  the  witness  Bridge  called 
by  the  prosecution  testified  that  when  the  defendant  first 
got  up,  he  staggered  to  the  bar;  that  after  he  got  the  pistol 
he  walked  in  a  stooping  position,  that  he  gradually  braced 
up  and  walked  a  little  better,  so  it  is  not  founded  upon  the 
testimony."  "Very  well,"  said  the  district  attorney,  "after 
he  got  the  pistol  there  was  a  little  swaying,  but  he  quickly 
gathered  himself  and  walked  naturally^  without  staggering 
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or  Bwaying,  all  of  his  muscles  apparently  co-ordinating  f 
Connsd  for  appellant  again  objected  '^on  the  same  grounds; 
on  the  farther  ground  that  it  caUs  for  an  opinion  on  a  hypo- 
thetical question  not  warranted  by  law.''  The  objection  was 
overruled  and  an  exception  taken. 

There  is  evidence  in  the  record  of  all  the  facts  embodied  in 
the  foregoing  question,  and  as  the  objection  went  only  to 
that  point  the  ruling  of  the  court  was  obviously  correct.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  the  question  to  embrace  all  the  evidence 
in  the  case.  Indeed,  if  that  were  the  rule,  hypothetical  ques- 
tions would  generally  be  impossible  on  account  of  the  conflict 
osually  created  by  the  testimony. 

The  rule  is  clearly  stated  in  People  v.  HUl,  116  Cal.  566, 
[48  Pac.  711],  by  Mr.  Justice  Van  Fleet,  as  follows:  ''While 
tibe  question  should  have  for  its  basis  some  probable,  or  at 
least  possible,  theory  to  be  deduced  from  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  counsel  have  a  right  to  frame  the  question  to  accord 
with  their  theory  of  what  the  material  facts  are  as  shown  by 
that  evidence,  and  in  so  doing  may  omit  facts  which  from 
their  point  of  view  have  no  material  bearing  upon  the  sub- 
ject'' Thompson  on  Trials  is  therein  quoted  to  the  following 
effect:  "The  hypothetical  questions  must  be  based  either  upon 
the  hypothesis  of  the  truth  of  all  the  evidence,  or  upon  a 
hypothesis  specially  framed  of  certain  facts  assiuned  to  be 
proved  for  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry.  Such  questions  leave 
it  for  the  jury  to  decide  in  the  first  case  whether  the  evi- 
dence is  true  or  not,  and  in  the  second  case  whether  the 
peculiar  facts  assumed  are  or  are  not  proved."  And  again: 
"It  is  no  objection  to  a  hypothetical  question  that  the  state 
of  facts  which  it  assumes  is  erroneous,  if  within  the  possible 
or  probable  range  of  the  evidence.  ...  It  is  the  privilege  of 
counsel  in  such  cases  to  assume  within  the  limits  of  the  evi- 
dence any  statement  of  facts  which  he  claims  the  evidence  jus- 
tifies, and  have  the  opinion  of  experts  upon  the  facts  thus 
assumed.  The  facts  are  assumed  for  the  purposes  of  the 
question,  and  for  no  other  purpose."  Jones  on  Evidence, 
volume  2,  section  372,  cited  by  appellant,  states  the  rule  also 
in  line  with  the  other  authorities:  "While  it  is  impossible 
to  lay  down  any  unyielding  rule  as  to  the  form  of  the  hypo- 
thetical question  in  such  cases,  it  is  clear  that  the  question 
should  be  so  framed  as  to  fairly  and  clearly  present  the  state 
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of  fads  which  the  counsel  claims  to  be  proved  and  which  the 
testimony  on  his  part  tends  to  prove.'' 

But  appellant  contends  that  facts  and  not  opinions  must 
be  assumed  in  the  question  (Rogers  on  Expert  Testimony, 
sec.  30)  and  that  the  objection  should  have  been  sustained 
because  the  words  '* co-ordinating"  and  "coherently"  presup- 
pose the  mental  condition  which  it  is  the  exclusive  province 
of  the  jury  to  determine.  Granting  that  these  words  are  ob- 
jectionable as  involving  a  conclusion,  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
their  use  could  have  prejudiced  appellant.  But  a  complete 
answer  to  the  contention  is  that  no  such  objection  was  made 
in  the  court  below  as  is  presented  here.  The  additional  ob- 
jection that  it  was  "a  hypothetical  question  not  warranted 
by  law"  raises  no  issue  and  amounts  to  nothing. 

In  the  case  of  People  v.  Mahoney,  77  Cal.  532,  [20  Pac  73], 
the  district  attorney  asked  one  Dr.  B.  F.  Carpenter  the  ques- 
tion: "From  an  examination  of  the  wound  and  the  course  of 
the  bullet,  in  your  opinion  would  it  have  been  possible  for 
the  deceased  to  have  shot  himself  t"  Defendant  objected  on 
the  ground  that  it  was  "incompetent,  no  foundation  having 
been  laid  for  it."  The  district  attorney  then  declared  he 
would  lay  the  foundation  and  he  proceeded  to  interrogate  the 
witness  as  to  his  competency.  The  hypothetical  question  was 
then  repeated,  and  it  was  objected  to  by  defendant's  counsel 
as  **  incompetent  and  irrelevant,  no  foundation  being  laid  for 
the  testimony/'  The  objection  was  overruled  and  an  excep- 
tion taken.  The  answer  of  the  witness  to  the  question  was, 
"No,  sir;  he  did  not."  The  supreme  court,  in  discussing  the 
matter,  said:  "It  appears  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  the  only 
question  upon  which  the  court  was  asked  to  pass  was,  whether 
the  witness  had  not  sufficient  experience  in  such  matters  to 
enable  him  to  speak  as  an  expert — ^to  give  his  opinion — ^not 
whether  the  opinion,  if  given,  was  competent  evidence.  The 
objection  made  was  not  specific,  if  the  point  now  urged  was 
the  one  which  counsel  desired  the  court  to  pass  upon  at  the 
trial."  The  above  question  addressed  to  Dr.  Carpenter  was 
of  the  gravest  importance  and  clearly  called  for  incompetent 
testimony ;  and  his  answer  may  have  caused  the  conviction  of 
the  defendant,  and  it  is  apparent  that  if  the  proper  objection 
had  been  made,  in  case  of  an  adverse  ruling  below,  the  defend- 
ant would  have  secured  a  reversal  in  the  appellate  court. 
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Here  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  the  objectionable  words 
—assuming  them  to  be  objectionable — could  not  have  preju- 
diced the  defendant.  But  we  uphold  the  order  of  the  court 
upon  the  ground  that,  in  view  of  the  particular  objection 
made,  the  ruling  was  undoubtedly  sound. 

It  is  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  giving  the  following  in- 
Btruction:  ''You  are  instructed  that  each  and  every  fact  and 
circumstance  relied  upon  by  the  prosecution  to  establish  the 
guilt  of  the  defendant  must  be  proved  by  the  evidence  beyond 
all  reasonable  doubt,  and  if  the  jury  are  not  satisfied  beyond 
all  reasonable  doubts  that  each  such  fact  and  circumstance 
has  been  proven  it  is  your  duty  to  find  a  verdict  of  not 
guilty."  The  suggestion  made  in  reference  to  this  instruo- 
tion  seems  exceedingly  hypercritical  and  destitute  of  any 
merit.  It  would  be  unreasonable  to  hold  that  to  the  average 
mind  the  language  used  could  mean  anything  more  or  less 
than  that  the  burden  is  upon  the  prosecution  to  establish  be- 
yond a  reasonable  doubt  the  crime  charged  against  the  de- 
fendant, and  that  if  any  fact  or  circumstance  necessary  to 
constitute  such  crime  is  not  so  established  the  defendant  must 
be  acquitted.  The  only  other  inference  likely  to  be  drawn 
is  that  the  burden  is  upon  the  people  to  prove  all  the  facts 
and  circumstances  which  the  prosecution  has  introduced  in 
evidence,  whether  material  or  not,  to  establish  the  erime. 
This,  it  is  needless  to  say,  is  stating  the  law  more  favorably 
to  defendant  than  he  has  a  right  to  demand.  But  if  we  con- 
cede that  the  instruction,  standing  apart,  might  be  deemed 
somewhat  obscure,  no  such  imputation  can  be  made  when  we 
consider  it  in  connection  with  the  other  instructions  given 
by  the  court  wherein  the  people's  duty  to  prove  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  all  the  elements  of  the  crime  charged  was 
clearly  set  forth. 

Appellant  also  assails  the  following  portion  of  one  of  the 
instructions  given:  **This  presumption  of  innocence  attaches 
to  every  stage  of  the  case  and  to  eveiy  fact  essential  to  a  con- 
viction and  remains  with  the  defendant  throughout  the  trial 
until  the  contrary  is  established  by  proof  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt."  The  contention  is  made  that  the  presumption  of  in- 
nocence remains  with  the  defendant  until  a  verdict  is  ren- 
dered and  not  simply  "until  the  contrary  is  established  by 
proof  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt" 
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In  People  v.  Arlington,  131  Cal.  235,  [63  Pac.  347,  349],  a 
flimilar  instruction  was  upheld  by  the  supreme  court  in  the 
following  language:  **The  court  told  the  jury  that  *  it  is  a 
presumption  that  abides  with  him  throughout  the  trial  of  the 
ease,'  and  we  do  not  think  the  language  'until  the  evidence 
convinces  you  to  the  contrary  beyond  all  reasonable  doubt' 
conveyed  the  impression  that  the  presumption  ceased  to  oper- 
ate at  the  close  of  the  evidence  of  the  prosecution  or  at  any 
time  before  the  jury  had  finally  determined  upon  a  verdict. 
The  court  meant  and,  we  think,  must  have  been  by  the  jury 
understood  to  mean  that  the  presumption  remained  to  the 
last  with  defendant  and  until  in  their  deliberations  upon  the 
evidence  they  became  convinced  of  his  guilt."  That  decision 
is  controlling  here.  But,  again,  appellant  cannot  complain 
of  the  instruction  because  he  requested  the  court  to  so  in- 
struct the  jury,  as  shown  in  the  transcript,  folios  180-182. 
The  court  instructed  the  jury  in  the  identical  language  re- 
quested by  appellant.  It  needs  no  citation  of  authorities  un- 
der such  circumstances  to  show  that  appellant  cannot  com- 
plain, even  granting  that  the  instruction  fails  to  state  the  law 
correctly. 

The  only  other  point  made  is  that  the  court  erred  in  re- 
fusing to  give  all  of  a  certain  instruction  requested  by  de- 
fendant. The  part  eliminated  reads  as  follows:  *'And  you 
are  further  instructed  that  the  law  presumes  that  if  the  de- 
fendant was  an  ofScer  and  acting  as  such  at  the  time  of  the 
alleged  homicide  that  he  was  doing  his  duty."  Appellant 
seeks  to  justify  his  contention  by  citing  subdivision  15  of  sec- 
tion 1963,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  provides  that  it  is 
presumed  "that  official  duty  has  been  regularly  performed"; 
but  the  proposed  instruction  goes  far  beyond  the  presump- 
tion of  the  regular  performance  of  official  duty.  It  conveys 
the  suggestion  that  if  the  defendant  was  an  officer  he  had  a 
right  to  kill  the  deceased.  Peace  officers  are  justly  invested, 
under  our  law,  with  considerable  discretion  and  power,  but 
it  could  hardly  be  contended  seriously  that  a  homicide  com- 
mitted by  one  is  presumed  to  be  justifiable  simply  because  of 
his  official  position.  At  best  the  instruction  was  obscure  and 
misleading.  As  far  as  it  inferentially  contained  a  correct 
legal  principle  it  was  covered  by  instructions  given.  Besides, 
it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  requested  by  appellant 
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We  have  examined  with  anxious  care  all  the  suggestions 
made  and  authorities  cited  by  counsel,  but  we  find  in  the  rec- 
ord no  error  whatever.    The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  June  17,  1907. 


[CIt.  No.  828.    Third  Appellate  Bistriet.— Aprfl  28,  1907.1 

DAVID  PEINE,  Eespondent,  v.  MARQABET  A.  DUNCAN, 

Appellant. 

AmAZr— DisiassAir— FAHiUBx  TO  FnjB  Transobift  m  TiicB.— An  ap- 
peal from  a  judgment  must  be  dlBmissed  for  a  failure  to  file  the 
transcript  on  appeal  within  forty  days  after  the  appeal  is  per- 
fected if  BO  proceeding  is  pending  for  the  settlement  of  a  bill  of 
exceptions  or  statement  to  be  used  on  the  appeal. 

&•— Dismissal  of  Pending  Proceedings — ^Lapsx  or  Tivs. — ^Whore  all 
pending  proceedings  to  settle  a  statement  on  motion  for  a  new  trial 
and  all  proceedings  on  the  motion  were  dismissed,  and  more  than 
forty  days  thereafter  had  elapsed  without  filing  a  transcript  on 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  and  no  appeal  from  the  order  was  taken 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  there  is  no  answer  to  the 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  from  the  judgment,  it  must  be  dit- 
miased. 

MOTION  to  dismiss  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the 
Saperior  Court  of  Colnsa  County.    W.  M.  Finch,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

0.  F.  Purkitt,  and  C.  L.  Donohoe,  for  Appellant 

Thomas  Butledge,  for  Bespondent 

GHIPMANy  ?•  J. — ^Motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  from  the 
judgment. 

It  appears  that  final  judgment  was  entered  in  this  ease  on 
January  15, 1906;  on  July  13, 1906,  the  defendant  served  no- 
6  Gal  App.— 28 
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tice  of  appeal  and  on  July  14,  1906,  filed  herein  an  under- 
taking on  appeal ;  no  bill  of  exceptions,  or  statement,  or  state- 
ment on  appeal  has  been  settled  or  filed;  on  November  17, 
1906,  the  trial  court  made  and  entered  its  order  dismissing 
all  proceedings  by  defendant  for  the  purpose  of  settling  her 
statement  on  motion  for  a  new  trial;  notice  of  appeal  from 
said  last-named  order  was  not  filed  herein  until  January  17, 
1907;  appellant  has  not  requested  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
certify  to  a  correct  transcript  of  the  record  in  said  cause. 
The  papers  on  the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  were  filed  in 
this  court  February  8,  1907,  prior  to  which  time  service  of 
notice  was  duly  made  upon  appellant. 

The  ground  of  the  motion  is  ''that  appellant  has  not  filed 
in  this  Court  a  transcript  of  the  record  in  said  cause  or  any 
transcript,  and  that  on  the  17th  day  of  November,  1906,  the 
said  Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Colusa  in  said  cause 
entered  its  order  dismissing  all  proceedings  then  pending  for 
the  settlement  of  the  statement  on  said  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  and  all  proceedings  for  a  new  trial  of  said  cause  in- 
stituted by  said  appellant,  and  that  no  appeal  has  been  taken 
by  said  appellant  from  said  last-mentioned  order  within  the 
time  allowed  by  law."  Appellant  makes  no  answer  to  said 
motion  and  has  failed  to  appear. 

Bule  II  of  this  court  [144  Cal.  x]  requires  that  the  tran- 
script  in  a  civil  action  be  filed  within  forty  days  after  the 
appeal  is  perfected;  provided  that  there  be  then  pending  no 
proceeding  for  the  settlement  of  a  bill  of  exceptions  or  a  state- 
ment which  may  be  urged  in  support  of  such  appeal.  Here, 
whatever  of  such  proceedings  as  had  been  pending  were  dis- 
missed November  17, 1906,  and  were  no  longer  pending.  Rule 
V  [144  Cal.  xli]  provides  that  if  the  transcript  or  the  record 
be  not  filed  within  the  time  prescribed,  the  appeal  may  be 
dismissed  on  motion,  upon  notice  given.  If,  however,  the 
transcript,  though  not  filed  within  the  time  prescribed,  be  on 
file  at  the  time  such  notice  is  given,  that  fact  shall  be  suffi- 
cient answer  to  the  motion. 

There  being  no  answer  to  the  motion  in  any  form,  and  the 
facts  above  set  forth  being  uncontroverted,  the  appeal  from 
the  judgment  must  be  dismissed,  and  it  is  so  ordered 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred* 
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[Giy.  No.  888.    Second  Appellate  District.— April  24,  1907.] 

PEOPLE'S  LUMBER  COMPANY,  Respondent,  v.  ALEX 
GILLARD  et  al.,  Defendants;  J.  F.  WHITE  and  0.  F. 
HICKSON,  AppeUants. 

Bom>  OF  Botldino  Oontbactob — ^Vauditt  at  Gomicon  Law — Appeal — 
Law  of  the  Case. — ^Where,  upon  a  former  appeal,  the  qnestion  wa« 
raised  whether  section  1208  of  the  Code  of  ClTil  Procedure,  nnder 
which  a  contractor's  bond  was  given,  was  constitutional,  and  it  was 
held  that  the  bond,  having  been  yoluntarilj  given,  was  valid  and 
enforceable  as  a  common-law  bond,  said  decision  is  the  law  of  the 
ease  upon  a  second  appeal,  where  the  voluntarj  issue  of  the  bond 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  issue. 

lb. — Pmtvnsw  of  Law  of  the  Case. — ^The  law  of  the  case  is  not  con- 
fined, in  this  state,  to  that  portion  of  the  opinion  of  the  appellate 
court  which  can  be  said  to  be  strictlj  essential  to  the  disposition 
made  of  the  case. 

Id. — Changes  Made  Pursuant  to  BxTHiDmo  Contraot— Pleading — 
Findings. — ^Where,  pursuant  to  the  decision  made  on  the  former 
appeal,  the  complaint  was  allowed  to  be  amended,  to  set  forth 
changes  made  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  an  action 
against  the  sureties  on  the  contractor's  bond,  and  issues  were  joined 
thereupon,  a  finding  that  the  changes  were  made  pursuant  to  the 
contract  conforms  to  the  amended  complaint. 

Id. — Statute  of  Limitations — ^Amended  Complaint. — The  amended 
complaint  setting  out  the  change  provided  for  in  the  contract  did 
not  state  a  new  cause  of  action,  foreign  to  the  case,  made  in  the 
original  complaint,  on  the  contractor's  bond,  io  as  to  allow  a  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  thereto. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
Walter  Bordwell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

J.  S.  Chapman,  and  Ward  Chapman,  for  Appellants. 

Blackstock  &  Orr,  and  L.  B.  Slosson,  for  Respondent. 

TAGGART,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiff and  from  an  order  denying  motion  of  defendants  White 
and  Hickson  for  a  new  triaL 
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Plaintiff  famished  material  to  the  defendants  Gillard  and 
Leaiy  as  contractors  to  be  nsed  in  the  construction  of  a  high 
school  building  in  the  town  of  San  Buenaventura.  Defend- 
ants White,  Hickson  and  Darancette  were  sureties  on  a  bond 
in  the  penal  sum  of  $7,000  given  to  insure  the  faithful  per- 
formance of  the  contract  entered  into  by  Gillard  and  Leary 
with  the  trustees  of  the  high  school  district,  and  the  payment 
of  all  just  claims  against  said  building  for  labor  and  ma- 
terial. Said  bond  being  conditioned  to  inure  to  and  for  the 
ose  and  benefit  of  any  and  all  persons  who  perform  labor 
for  or  furnish  materials  to  the  said  contractors  (in  pursuance 
of  said  contract),  etc. 

The  action  is  brought  against  the  contractors  and  sureties 
on  the  bond.  It  was  dismissed  as  to  Darancette  and  judg- 
ment given  against  the  other  defendants  for  $1,753.97  and 
costs.  Oillard  and  Leary  made  default  and  the  defendants 
White  and  Hickson  appeared  and  defended  and  now  appeal 
from  the  judgment  and  order  aforesaid. 

Appellants  urge  in  support  of  their  appeal  and  as  reasons 
for  reversing  said  judgment  and  order:  (1)  That  the  bond 
upon  which  their  liability  rests  was  given  pursuant  to  section 
1203  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  that  that  section  is  un- 
constitutional and  any  bond  given  in  pursuance  of  it  is  void 
and  unenforceable;  (2)  that  the  action  was  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations;  and  (3)  that  the  court  erred  in  sus- 
taining plaintiff's  objections  to  certain  testimony  offered  in 
evidence  by  the  defendants. 

This  is  the  second  appeal.  On  the  former  appeal  the  su- 
preme court  directly  decided  the  question  raised  by  the  first 
ground  of  appeal  here  presented.  It  was  held  that  the  bond 
in  question  "derives  force  from  its  provisions  and  not  from 
the  statute,**  and  that  it  "may  be  enforced."  No  such  other 
or  different  attack  is  now  made  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
bond  as  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule  declared  in  Ander- 
son y.  Hancock,  64  Cal.  455,  [2  Pac.  31],  and  similar  cases. 
The  determination  of  the  character  and  validity  of  the  bond 
was  the  decision  by  the  supreme  court  of  a  question  of  law, 
as  distinguished  from  an  inference  or  finding  of  fact  made 
by  that  court.  (Wallace  v.  Sisson,  114  Cal.  45,  [45  Pac 
1000].)  The  validity  or  enforceability  of  the  bond  did  not 
then,  and  does  not  now,  depend  upon  the  determination  of 
any  issue  of  fact.    The  ruling  on  the  former  appeal  was 
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predicated  on  the  admitted  truthfulness  of  the  allegation  in 
the  original  complaint  that  the  bond  was  ''given  in  pursa- 
ance  of  section  1203."  The  question  arises  now  upon  the 
undisputed  finding  of  the  court  to  the  same  effect.  The 
finding  "That  said  bond  was  given  by  defendants,  Oillard 
and  Leary,  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  section  1208 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,"  responds  to  and  covers  all 
the  issues  raised  by  appellants'  answer  to  the  amended  com- 
plaint as  to  the  validity  of  the  bond.  Appellants  contend 
that  an  issue  of  fact  was  presented  by  the  pleadings  upon 
the  second  trial  as  to  whether  or  not  the  bond  was  voluntarily 
given.  The  answer  to  the  amended  complaint  does  not  allege 
that  the  bond  was  not  voluntarily  given,  and  the  record  fails 
to  show  that  any  such  issue  of  fact  was  before  the  trial 
court. 

The  objections  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  complaint  in  the 
respect  here  under  consideration,  made  on  the  first  appeal, 
were:  (1)  Section  1203  is  unconstitutional;  (2)  the  act  being 
void,  the  bond  made  pursuant  to  it  is  void;  and  (3)  "The 
bond  being  a  statutory  bond,  the  right  to  sue  on  it  comes  alone 
from  the  statute,  and  that  the  complaint  must  set  forth  the 
facts  on  which  the  statutory  right  of  action  depends,  which 
it  is  claimed  the  complaint  fails  to  do."  {People's  Lumber 
Co.  V.  QUlard,  136  Cal.  57,  [68  Pac.  576].)  The  supreme 
court  says,  in  effect,  passing  over  the  objection  as  presented 
by  the  first  two  grounds,  and  admitting  that  the  bond  is^  in 
form,  a  statutory  bond,  the  right  to  sue  on  it  does  not  come 
alone  from  the  statute.  It  was  voluntarily  made,  and  may  be 
enforced  as  a  common-law  bond. 

If  the  determination  of  the  law  of  the  case  here  resolves 
itself  into  a  question  of  whether  or  not  the  opinion  of  the 
supreme  court  on  the  former  appeal  in  relation  to  the  validity 
of  the  bond  under  consideration  was  dictum,  the  rule  in  this 
state  is  clear.  Other  jurisdictions  have  taken  other  views, 
and  the  range  of  the  authorities  on  this  question  is  thus  stated 
in  Bouvier:  "According  to  the  more  rigid  rule,  an  expression 
of  opinion  however  deliberate  upon  a  question  however  fully 
argued,  if  not  essential  to  the  disposition  that  was  made 
of  the  case,  may  be  regarded  as  a  dictum;  but  it  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  said  that  it  is  difficult  to  see  why,  in  a  philosophi- 
cal point  of  view,  the  opinion  of  the  court  is  not  as  persuasive 
<m  all  the  points  which  were  so  involved  in  the  cause  that  it 
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was  the  duty  of  counsel  to  argue  them,  and  which  were  de- 
liberately passed  over  by  the  court,  as  if  the  decision  had 
hung  upon  but  one  point.*' 

Since  an  early  date  the  supreme  court  of  this  state  has 
refused  to  adopt  the  rule  which  confines  the  law  of  the  case 
to  that  portion  of  the  opinion  of  the  appellate  court  which 
can  be  said  to  be  strictly  essential  to  the  disposition  made  of 
the  case.  {Dewey  v.  Gray,  2  Cal.  374;  Ounier  v.  Laffan,  7 
Cal.  589;  Davidson  v.  Dallas,  15  Cal.  84;  Phelan  v.  San 
Francisco,  20  Cal.  39 ;  Taile  Mountain  v.  Stranahan,  21  CaL 
548;  Gwinn  v.  Hamilton,  75  Cal.  266,  [17  Pac.  212] ;  Page  v. 
Fowler,  37  Cal.  105;  Porter  v.  Muller,  112  Cal.  366,  [44  Pac. 
729].)  In  Phelan  v.  San  Francisco,  20  Cal.  39,  Field,  C 
J.,  states  the  rule  of  the  law  of  the  case  as  follows:  ''A 
previous  ruling  by  the  appellate  court  upon  a  point  distinctly 
made  may  be  only  authority  in  other  cases,  to  be  followed 
and  affirmed,  or  to  be  modified  or  overruled  according  to 
its  intrinsic  merits;  but  in  the  case  in  which  it  is  made  it  is 
more  than  authority;  it  is  a  final  adjudication,  from  the 
consequences  of  which  the  court  cannot  depart,  nor  the  par- 
ties relieve  themselves."  The  reason  for  the  rule  of  the  law 
of  the  case  is  said  in  some  of  the  cases  to  rest  upon  the  doc- 
trine of  res  adjudicata  (Soule  v.  Dawes,  14  Cal.  250) ;  in  oth- 
ers, upon  the  want  of  power,  when  the  cause  has  gone  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  appellate  court,  for  it  to  annul  or  re- 
verse its  decree  or  judgment  for  any  error  of  fact  or  law, 
and  because  the  rule  is  necessary  as  a  matter  of  public  policy 
(Sharon  v.  Sharon,  79  Cal.  654,  [22  Pac.  26].)  Considered 
by  the  rule  of  res  adjudicata  the  authorities  are  conclusive, 
and  no  clear  distinction  can  be  drawn  between  the  rule  of 
res  adjudicata  and  the  rule  of  finality  of  decision  declared 
in  the  latter  case.  (Sharon  v.  Sharon,  79  Cal.  654,  [22  Pac. 
26].) 

It  is  immaterial  that  the  decision  was  erroneous;  the  rule  is 
the  same  in  all  cases,  regardless  of  the  correctness  of  the  de- 
cision. (Page  v.  Fowler,  37  CaL  105;  Sharon  v.  Sharon,  79 
CaL  654,  [22  Pac.  26].) 

As  we  read  the  opinion  in  Wixson  v.  Devine,  80  CaL  385, 
22  Pac.  224,  there  is  nothing  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  in 
the  foregoing  cases  in  respect  to  this  question.  In  that  case 
the  court  is  considering  expressions  of  opinion  which  are 
purely  ** obiter.'*    Of  the  portions  of  the  opinions  referred 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]     People's  Lumbeb  Co.  v.  Gillabd.  439 

to  in  that  case  the  court  says:  '^They  were  not  the  subject 
of  review  on  his  appeal.  There  was  no  occasion,  therefore, 
for  this  court  on  that  appeal  to  say  anything  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness or  incorrectness  of  these  rulings." 

The  language  here  under  consideration  was  in  no  sense 
** obiter,^*  The  questions  of  the  constitutionality  of  section 
1203  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  the  validity  of  the 
obligation  upon  which  this  action  was  brought,  were  directly 
presented  and  argued  by  counsel,  and  decided  by  the  court 
on  the  former  appeal;  and,  had  the  decision  of  the  court  at 
that  time  upon  this  question  been  in  favor  of  appellants,  it 
would  have  concluded  the  case.  If  it  be  conceded  that  the 
opinion  was  dictum  at  all,  it  would  have  to  be  classified  as 
judicial  as  distinguished  from  obiter. 

Whatever  opinion  we  may  entertain  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
role,  or  the  validity  of  the  bond,  it  is  clear  from  the  authori- 
ties that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  superior  court  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  hold  the  bond  valid  and  enforceable,  under  the  law 
of  the  case. 

The  contract  contained  the  following  clause:  *' Third. 
Should  the  said  board  of  trustees  at  any  time  during  the 
progress  of  said  building  request  any  alterations,  deviations, 
additions,  or  omissions  from  the  said  contract,  specifications, 
or  plans,  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do  so,  and  the  same  shall 
in  no  way  affect  or  make  void  the  contract,  but  will  be  added 
to  or  deducted  from  the  amount  of  said  contract  price,  as 
the  case  may  be,  by  a  fair  and  reasonable  valuation."  The 
original  complaint  counted  upon  material  furnished  under, 
and  a  breach  of,  the  contract  generally,  as  the  measure  of 
defendants'  liability  on  the  bond.  After  the  former  appeal 
the  complaint  was  amended  to  meet  the  suggestions  of  the  su- 
preme court  in  regard  to  these  matters  upon  which  the  rever- 
sal of  the  judgment  was  based.  In  the  amended  complaint 
certain  changes  in  the  contract  and  building  are  alleged  to 
have  been  made  under  and  pursuant  to  the  above-mentioned 
clause,  after  the  execution  of  the  said  contract.  Issues  of  fact 
were  joined  by  the  answer,  upon  th<^  questions  whether  or 
not  these  changes  were  made  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the 
contract  or  otherwise,  and  whether  or  not  the  changes  so  made 
materially  altered  the  contract  so  as  to  relieve  the  defendant 
sureties  from  their  obligation  on  the  bond.  The  trial  court 
found  the  changes  to  have  been  made  pursuant  to  the  eon- 
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tract  and  not  otherwise.  This  finding  was  in  oonformity  with 
the  allegations  of  the  amended  complaint. 

To  sustain  their  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitation  appel- 
lants contend  that  because  of  the  additional  allegations  as  to 
the  changes  made  under  this  contract,  the  amended  com- 
plaint states  a  new  and  different  cause  of  action,  and  that 
as  to  the  cause  therein  stated  the  action  was  not  commenced 
until  the  amended  complaint  was  filed.  The  language  of 
the  opinion  of  the  commissioner  on  the  former  appeal  is  quoted 
in  appellants'  brief  as  an  apparent  authority  for  the  con- 
tention that  the  amended  complaint  counts  on  a  **  different 
contract.^*  The  language  quoted  shows  upon  its  face  that  it 
refers  to  the  claim  of  the  appellants  that  the  contract  was 
changed  and  modified  independent  of  its  own  provisions. 
Changes  or  alterations  made  in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  contract  were  not  being  considered  when  the  language 
quoted  was  used.  The  allegations  setting  out  the  changes 
provided  for  in  the  contract  do  not  state  a  new  or  different 
cause  of  action  foreign  to  the  original  complaint  {Frost  v. 
Witter,  132  Cal.  425,  [84  Am.  St.  Rep.  53,  64  Pac.  705].) 
The  measure  of  the  recovery  asked  is  still  based  upon  the 
material  furnished  for  the  high  school  building  under  the  con- 
tract, and  defendants'  liability  to  pay  is  based  upon  a  breach 
of  the  same  conditions  of  the  bond,  under  the  amended  com- 
plaint, that  it  was  under  the  original  complaint. 

The  error  specified  in  the  record  relating  to  the  refusal  of 
the  court  to  permit  the  witness  Leary  to  continue  his  statement 
in  regard  to  the  board  of  trustees  not  agreeing  to  pay  for  al- 
terations made  is  not  urged  in  appellants'  brief.  The  testi- 
mony was  in  direct  confiict  with  the  provisions  of  the  written 
contract,  and  the  ruling  of  the  court  might  be  justified  on  that 
ground,  but  since  the  matter  is  not  presented,  we  assume  that 
it  is  not  relied  upon  by  appellants.  We  see  no  error  in  the 
record  to  justify  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  or  order  com- 
plained of. 

Judgment  and  order  afiirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  June  20,  1907. 
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[dv.  No.  806.    Third  AppeHate  District.— April  M,  W07.] 

ARCHIBALD  ESTATE,  a  Corporation,  Appellant,  ▼.  A. 
H.  MATTESON,  Respondent. 

Action  fob  Monit  Loankd — ^Eyidbnoe — Ebbob  in  Nonsuit. — ^In  an  ac- 
tion for  monej  loaned  bj  a  corporation,  where  the  plaintiff's  eri- 
denc«  showed  that  the  corporation  had  authorized  its  president  offi- 
eia]l7,  as  such,  to  draw  checks  for  the  moneys;  that  he  had  no  momej 
in  bank  to  his  own  credit;  that  the  checks  of  the  corporation  were 
signed  by  him  officially  in  favor  of  the  defendant  for  the  amount 
of  the  alleged  loan,  and  were  cashed  by  defendant  and  returned 
to  the  secretary,  after  the  president's  death;  that  defendant  had 
admitted  receiving  the  money;  that  it  had  not  been  repaid;  and 
that  the  deceased  president  had  stated  to  the  secretary  that  the 
money  had  been  loaned  to  the  defendant — ^the  court  erred  in 
granting  a  nonsuit. 

Id. — Ejtbot  of  Motion  fob  NoNsxnT-— Dbicubbeb  to  Evidengb — Ques- 
tion OF  Law— Infebencbs  of  Fact. — ^A  motion  for  a  nonsuit  can- 
not be  granted  where  plaintiff's  evidence  tends  to  establish  the 
material  averments  of  the  complaint.  The  motion  operatee  practi- 
cally as  a  demurrer  to  plaintiff's  evidence,  and  assumes  the  truth  of 
the  facts  proved  and  of  all  reasonable  presumptions  and  inferences 
of  fact  therefrom,  and  presents  a  pure  question  of  law  for  the  court. 

Id. — Inoompbtbnt  Evidbkce — Heabsat — Gboss-ezamination. — ^Where 
hearsay  evidence  which  had  been  excluded  in  chief  was  brought  out 
by  the  defendant  on  cross-examination  of  the  secretary,  as  to 
declarations  made  by  the  deceased  president,  effect  must  be  given 
to  it  on  the  motion  for  nonsuit.  Error  in  admitting  evidence  for 
the  plaintiff  cannot  be  reviewed  on  motion  for  a  nonsuit. 

Id. — Inappbopbiate  Findings  on  Motion — Cbedibilitt  of  Witnesses — 
Pbobative  Poweb. — It  was  inappropriate  for  the  court  to  make 
findings  of  fact  on  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit.  The  question  of  the 
credibility  of  witnesses  cannot  arise  upon  such  motion  except  to 
give  to  the  testimony  for  plaintiff  its  full  probative  power. 

Id. — Tbial  bt  Coubt — Ikhatebial  Distinction  as  to  Nonsuit* — There 
is  no  difference  in  the  power  and  duty  of  the  court,  when  sitting  as  a 
jury,  and  when  trying  a  case  by  jury,  as  regards  the  decision  of  a 
motion  for  nonsuit,  the  rules  for  the  decision  of  which  are  the 
same  in  either  case.  The  only  question  to  be  decided  is  whether 
plaintiff's  evidence  has  made  a  prima  fade  case. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Mm- 
dera  County.      W.  M.  Conley,  Judge. 
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The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
R.  L.  Hargrove,  for  Appellant. 
Raleigh  E.  Rhodes,  for  Respondent 

HART,  J. — The  plaintiff  corporation  brought  this  action  to 
obtain  judgment  from  the  defendant  for  the  sum  of  $1,050,  al- 
leged to  have  been  loaned  by  the  former  to  the  latter.  "When 
plaintiff  rested  its  case,  the  court,  upon  the  application  of  de- 
fendant, granted  a  nonsuit,  and  it  is  from  this  judgment  of 
nonsuit,  upon  a  bill  of  exceptions,  that  this  appeal  is  taken. 

This  cause  has  previously  been  before  this  court  on  an 
appeal  from  a  judgment  of  nonsuit,  and  the  judgment 
reversed.  {Archibald  Estate  v.  Matteson  (CaL),  84  Pac. 
840.)  The  reversal  was  based  upon  the  proposition,  accord- 
ing to  the  opinion  filed  in  the  case,  that  there  was  evidence 
disclosed  by  the  record  tending  to  establish  the  material  aver- 
ments of  the  complaint,  and  that,  therefore,  the  court  erred 
in  ordering  a  nonsuit. 

The  learned  judge  of  the  court  below,  in  granting  a  non- 
suit  in  the  case  now  before  us,  filed  findings  of  fact  and  con- 
clusions of  law.  He  also  filed  a  written  opinion  (which  is 
incorporated  in  the  opening  brief  of  counsel  for  appellant) 
setting  forth  the  reasons  upon  which  he  reached  his  conclu- 
sion upon  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit 

There  was  but  one  witness,  W.  J.  Archibald,  secretary  of 
corporation  plaintiff,  produced  upon  behalf  of  plaintiff,  and 
his  testimony,  together  with  certain  documentary  evidence,  in- 
troduced into  the  record  all  the  facts  upon  which  plaintiff 
seemed  to  have  relied  and  from  the  character  of  which  the 
court  felt  justified  in  making  its  ruling,  resulting  in  the 
granting  of  the  nonsuit 

From  the  evidence  thus  adduced  we  learn  that  the  Archi- 
bald Estate  was  organized  as  a  corporation  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  May,  1904;  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  1904,  there 
was  held  by  the  directors  of  the  corporation  a  meeting,  at 
which,  with  the  transaction  of  other  business,  J.  F.  Archibald 
was  elected  president  of  the  corporation  or  of  the  said  board 
of  directors  thereof,  and  W.  J.  Archibald,  the  witness  (and  a 
nephew  of  J.  P.  Archibald),  was  made  secretary;  that  on 
June  4,  1904,  J.  F.  Archibald,  the  president^  etc,  executed  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]     Archibald  Estate  v.  Matteson.  443 

deed  transferring  to  said  corporation  all  the  real  and  per- 
sonal property  of  which  he  was  seised  and  possessed,  and  that 
on  July  5,  1904,  he  turned  over  to  the  corporation  by  check 
all  the  money  he  had  on  deposit  in  the  Commercial  Bank  of 
Madera,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $3,082.55.  This  check  and 
the  deed  conveying  the  real  and  personal  property  to  the 
corporation  were  offered  and  received  in  evidence.  On  the 
fourth  day  of  June,  1904,  the  board  of  directors  of  said 
corporation  passed  and  adopted  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  admitted  in  evidence  as  a  part  of  the  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  that  day:  ''Resolved,  that  the 
President  of  this  corporation  be  and  he  is  authorized,  em- 
powered and  directed  to  draw  from  any  bank  or  person  or 
corporation  in  which  may  be  deposited  any  of  the  money  or 
funds  of  this  corporation,  upon  his  own  signature  and  re- 
quest, and  the  signature  of  the  Secretary  shall  not  be  neces- 
sary to  draw  said  money  or  funds." 

The  sum  claimed  to  have  been  loaned  by  plaintiff  to  defend- 
ant was  received  by  the  latter  in  two  different  amounts  or 
installments  in  the  form  of  checks.  These  checks  were  re- 
ceived in  evidence  and  were  as  follows : 

"Madera,  Cal.,  Septomber  1,  1904. 

"Commercial  Bank  of  Madera.    Pay  to  the  order  of  A.  H. 
Matteson  the  amount  Eight  Hundred  dollars. 
"$800.00  (Signed)     J.  P.  ARCHIBALD,  Pres." 

(Indorsed)     (Signed)     "A.  H.  MATTESON." 

(Across  the  face  is  stamped)     "Paid,  9—2—04." 

"No.  Madera,  Cal.,  October  22nd,  1904. 

"Commercial  Bank  of  Madera.    Pay  to  the  order  of  A.  H. 

Matteson  amount  two  hundred  fifty  dollars. 
"$250.00  (Signed)        J.  P.  ARCHIBALD,  Pres." 

(Indorsed)     (Signed)    "A.  H.  MATTESON." 

(Across  the  face  is  stamped)     "Paid,  10—2—04." 

The  evidence  shows  that  J.  F.  Archibald  died  on  the  thir- 
teenth day  of  November,  1904.  The  witness  W.  J.  Archi- 
bald stated  that  said  checks  were  drawn  on  the  funds  of  the 
corporation.  The  passbook  of  the  Archibald  Estate  issued  by 
the  Commercial  Bank  of  Madera,  showing  that  the  corporar 
tion  had  sufficient  money  on  deposit  in  that  institution  to 
eash  said  checks,  was  admitted  in  evidence.    Witness  Archi- 
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bald  testified  that  the  bank  in  which  the  money  of  plaintiff 
was  deposited  was  instmcted  to  pay  money  on  checks  issued 
by  J.  F.  Archibald  and  signed  by  him  as  president,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  resolution  to  that  effect  adopted  by  the 
board  of  directors  on  the  fourth  day  of  June,  1904.  He 
further  testified  that  the  deceased,  J.  F.  Archibald,  had  no 
money  in  his  individual  name  on  deposit  in  said  bank ;  that 
he  had  held  conversations  with  deceased  prior  to  his  death,  in 
which  the  latter  had  declared  that  he  had  loaned  the  money 
to  the  defendant;  that  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  November, 
1904,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  plaintiff  held  a  meeting  at 
which  a  resolution  was  adopted  directing  that  a  demand  be 
made  upon  the  defendant  for  the  payment  to  the  corporation 
of  the  sum  of  money  in  dispute ;  that  previous  to  the  insti- 
tution of  this  suit,  he  held  a  conversation  with  the  defendant, 
who  then  admitted  having  received  the  money  on  the  checks 
heretofore  referred  to;  that  there  was  no  written  evidence 
either  by  note  or  mortgage  or  other  written  contract,  of  the 
alleged  transaction  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant;  that 
during  the  lifetime  of  the  deceased  and  after  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  corporation  all  moneys  withdrawn  from  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  of  Madera  by  the  corporation  were  so  drawn  by 
checks  signed  "J.  F.  Archibald,  Pres.'*  On  cross-examina- 
tion this  witness  admitted  that  there  was  no  record  either  in 
the  minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  corporation  or  in  any 
other  book  kept  by  it  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  the  his- 
tory of  its  business  dealings,  of  the  alleged  transaction  be- 
tween plaintiff  and  defendant  He  admitted  that  J.  F. 
Archibald  paid  personal  bills  and  accounts  against  himself 
through  checks  upon  the  Commercial  Bank  signed  by  him  as 
^'Pres.''  He  further  admitted  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
transaction  to  which  this  controversy  relates,  except  such 
knowledge  with  reference  thereto  as  he  had  obtained  from  an 
inspection  of  the  checks  after  they  had  been  cashed  and 
turned  over  to  plaintiff  by  the  bank,  and  such  information  as 
he  had  gathered  from  the  deceased  in  conversations  with 
him  upon  the  subject  before  his  death  and  that  learned 
from  the  defendant  himself  in  a  conversation  a  short  time  pre- 
ceding the  commencement  of  this  action.  In  other  words,  the 
witness  admitted  having  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  trans- 
action. 
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The  facts  thus  detailed  are  substantially  all  that  were  pre- 
sented by  plaintiff  and  upon  which  it  rested  its  case. 

The  complaint  is  in  the  ordinary  and  usual  form  in  ac- 
tions for  money  had  and  received,  and  is  verified.  The  an- 
swer denies  the  averments  of  the  complaint  and  sets  up  a 
special  defense  to  the  effect  that  said  cause  of  action  "is 
barred  by  the  provisions  of  section  1973  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,"  and  ''particularly  subdivision  1  of  said  section," 
and  by  way  of  a  plea  in  abatement  alleges,  that  if  the  defend- 
ant is  indebted  to  plaintiff  in  the  sum  sued  for  or  in  any 
other  sum,  the  action  is  prematurely  brought,  for  the  reason 
that  cause  therefor  has  not  accrued  to  plaintiff,  etc  But 
it  does  not  appear  definitely  from  the  answer  how  or  why 
the  action  is  barred  or  was  prematurely  commenced,  nor  does 
the  evidence  furnish  any  light  upon  the  subject  The  only 
question,  therefore,  demanding  inquiry  and  discussion  is 
whether  or  not,  from  the  standpoint  of  the  evidence,  received 
upon  the  merits  of  the  transaction,  the  court  erred  in  its  or- 
der granting  the  nonsuit.  We  know  of  no  rule  of  law  more 
firmly  rooted  in  the  procedure  of  our  ^stem  of  jurispru- 
dence than  that  which  forecloses  a  court  from  ordering  a  non- 
suit upon  the  close  of  plaintiff's  case  where  the  evidence  pre- 
sented by  the  plaintiff  tends  to  establish  the  material  aver- 
ments of  the  complaint  A  motion  for  a  nonsuit  in  purpose 
and  effect  practically  operates  as  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence, 
and  must  therefore  assume  that  all  the  facts  given  in  evidence 
to  support  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint  speak  the 
truth.  The  consequence  of  the  rule  as  thus  stated  is  that  a 
motion  for  a  nonsuit  presents  for  the  decision  of  the  court  a 
pure  question  of  law.  (Cravens  v.  Dewey,  13  Cal.  41 ;  Dcna- 
hue  V.  Gallavan,  43  Cal.  576 ;  Schroeder  v.  Schmidt,  74  CaL 
460,  [16  Pac.  243] ;  Warner  v.  Darrow,  91  Cal.  311,  [27  Pac. 
787] ;  Goldstone  v.  Merchants'  etc.  Co.,  123  Cal.  631,  [56  Pac 
776] ;  Wright  v.  Boseberry,  81  Cal.  87,  [22  Pac  336].) 

The  sole  question,  therefore,  is:  Does  the  evidence  tend  to 
prove  the  material  averments  of  the  complaint?  If  it  does, 
then  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  cannot  stand.  The  evidence 
must,  of  course,  establish  a  prima  facie  case.  The  proof  must 
be  sufficient  to  raise  more  than  a  mere  conjecture  or  surmise 
that  the  fact  is  as  alleged.  {Janin  v.  London  etc.  Bank,  92 
CaL  14,  [27  Am.  St  Bep.  82,  27  Pac  1100].)    But  where  the 
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evidence  and  the  presumptions  reasonably  arising  therefrom 
are  legally  sufficient  to  prove  the  material  allegations  of  the 
complaint,  a  nonsuit  should  be  denied.  {Felton  v.  MiUard, 
81  CaL  540,  [21  Pac.  533].)  Or,  even  where  there  is  a  con- 
flict in  the  evidence,  and  some  evidence  tends  to  sustain  the 
plaintiff's  case,  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  should  not  be  al- 
lowed. {Pacific  Mut.  L.  I.  Co.  v.  Fisher,  109  Cal.  567,  [42 
Pac.  154] ;  Wassermann  v.  Sloss,  117  Cal.  425,  [59  Am.  St 
Bep.  209,  49  Pac.  566].)  The  record  here  shows  that  certain 
testimony  given  by  the  witness  Archibald  was  purely  second- 
ary or  hearsay,  and  should  have  been  excluded,  and  it  may  be 
stated  that  where  objection  was  interposed  against  such  evi- 
dence the  court  promptly  and  properly  sustained  the  objeo- 
tion.  But  most  of  the  objectionable  testimony  referred  to 
was  brought  out  by  the  defendant  himself  upon  the  cross- 
examination  of  Archibald.  But  it  is  nevertheless  argued  by 
counsel  for  respondent  that  such  testimony  is  not  competent 
in  any  view  of  the  proposition  to  be  considered  in  the  deter- 
mination of  the  question  of  whether  or  not  a  nonsuit  should 
have  been  granted.  If  it  were  within  the  province  of  this 
court  upon  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  nonsuit  to  review 
errors  involved  in  admitting  incompetent  testimony,  the  re- 
spondent would  hardly  find  himself  in  a  position  to  com* 
plain.  A  party  cannot  take  advantage  of  his  own  fault  or 
wrong.  This  is,  however,  a  proposition  which  cannot  enter 
into  the  consideration  of  the  question  of  whether  a  nonsuit 
should  or  should  not  have  been  granted,  for  even  if  evidence 
be  erroneously  admitted  against  objection,  but  tends  to  prove 
the  averments  of  the  complaint,  full  effect  must  be  given  to  it 
upon  motion  for  a  nonsuit.  (Wright  v.  Boseberry,  supra.) 
The  rule,  in  other  words,  is  that  where,  upon  a  motion  for  a 
nonsuit,  the  testimony  is  relevant  but  may  be  inadmissible  un- 
der some  rule  of  evidence,  and  is  admitted  either  without  or 
against  objection,  it  must  be  given  the  effect  of  its  full  pro- 
bative force.  "Error  in  admitting  evidence  for  the  plain- 
tiff cannot  be  reviewed  on  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit"  {O'Con- 
nor  V.  Hopper,  102  Cal.  528,  [36  Pac.  939].)  And  in  the 
consideration  of  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
eourt  to  view  the  testimony  in  the  strongest  and  most  favor- 
able light  for  the  plaintiffs 
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Do  the  facts  bs  developed  by  the  evidence,  and  of  which 
we  have  presented  an  epitome,  suflSciently  meet  the  criterion 
established  by  the  rules  thus  declared,  or,  in  other  words, 
do  they  make  out  a  prima  facie  case  for  plaintiff? 

A  resumS  of  the  record  as  briefly  given  here  will  show  that 
there  is  proof  that  all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  in- 
cluding the  money  he  had  on  deposit  in  the  Commercial 
Bank,  was  transferred  by  J.  P.  Archibald  to  the  Archibald 
Estate  corporation;  that  the  corporation  authorized  said 
Archibald  to  draw  any  moneys  belonging  to  it  and  on  de- 
posit in  any  bank  or  with  any  corporation  or  person  on  his 
check,  signed  by  his  name  as  president  of  the  corporation; 
that  he  had  no  money  credited  to  his  individual  account  in 
the  Commercial  Bank  of  Madera;  that  the  defendant  ad- 
mitted having  received  the  sums  of  money  involved  in  the 
amount  in  dispute;  that  the  checks  through  and  by  which  said 
sums  were  paid  to  defendant  by  the  deceased  were  issued  on 
said  Commercial  Bank  and  signed  by  said  J.  P.  Archibald 
as  "President*';  that  said  money  has  not  been  returned  or 
repaid  to  either  plaintiff  or  to  the  deceased ;  that  the  deceased 
in  his  lifetime  stated  to  the  secretary  of  the  corporation  that 
said  loan  had  been  made  to  said  defendant. 

We  think  the  evidence  and  '*the  presumptions  reasonably 
arising  therefrom'*  strongly  tend  to  establish  the  material 
averments  of  the  complaint,  or  at  least  sufficiently  so  tend 
as  to  compel,  under  the  principles  as  declared  by  the  courts, 
a  denial  of  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit.  These  facts  must,  as  seen, 
be  assumed  upon  the  motion  to  be  true,  and,  so  assuming 
them  to  import  verity,  and  giving  them  full  effect,  is  there 
any  ground  for  doubting  that  they  are  of  sufficient  probative 
force  to  persuade  the  conclusion  that  the  defendant  was  in- 
debted to  the  plaintiff?  The  fund  drawn  upon  to  secure  the 
money  received  by  the  defendant  is  shown  without  question 
to  have  been  that  of  plaintiff.  The  authority  of  Archibald 
to  draw  the  money  as  indicated  is  under  the  proof  equally 
without  question  or  doubt.  The  receipt  of  the  money  by  the 
defendant  is  an  uncontroverted  fact  in  the  record,  and  that 
the  deceased  was  acting  for  the  corporation  and  not  for  him- 
self individually  in  the  transaction  with  the  defendant  is  an 
inference  or  presumption  of  fact  reasonably  arising  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  checks  were  signed  and  from  the  fact 


Digitized  by 


Google 


448  Abchibald  Estatb  v.  Matteson.     [5  GaL  App. 

that  the  fund  upon  which  they  were  drawn  was  that  of  the 
plaintiff. 

It  must  certainly  be  admitted  that  the  last-mentioned  fact 
warrants  a  much  stronger  inference  that  the  transaction,  so 
far  as  J.  F.  Archibald's  participation  in  it  was  concerned,  was 
by  and  for  the  plaintiff,  than  it  would  afford  in  the  establish- 
ment of  respondent's  contention  that  Archibald  acted  in  his 
individual  capacity  in  loaning  the  money  to  defendant.  It 
is  true  that  there  is  no  evidence  of  the  history  of  the  transac- 
tion to  be  found  in  the  records  or  books  of  the  Archibald  Es- 
tate, but  this  circumstance,  in  our  opinion,  does  not  ma- 
terially detract  from  the  strength  of  the  other  testimony,  for 
such  omission  may  or  might  be  accounted  for  upon  reasons 
perfectly  consistent  with  contractual  relations  involving  the 
transaction  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant.  Whatever 
significance  might  be  attached  to  the  circumstance,  either  for 
or  against  the  contention  of  plaintiff,  by  the  jury  or  the 
judge  acting  as  such  in  the  determination  of  the  facts  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case,  is  a  matter  which  cannot  concern  the 
decision  upon  the  motion.  If  the  other  admitted  evidence 
tends  to  prove  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint,  the 
circumstance  to  which  we  refer  is,  as  to  its  effect  upon  the 
ruling  upon  the  motion,  of  no  importance  in  any  point  of 
view.  The  same  observations  are  equally  applicable  to  the 
point  established  by  the  evidence  that  the  president  of  the 
corporation  was  accustomed  to  liquidating  personal  or  private 
aocountB  against  himself  through  checks  upon  the  bank, 
signed  by  him  as  '*Pres."  There  is  nothing  in  this  fact 
necessarily  incompatible  with  the  contention  that  Archibald, 
in  loaning  the  money  to  defendant,  was  acting  for  the  cor- 
poration. The  findings  of  fact  and  conclusions  of  law  filed 
by  the  court  below  were,  of  course,  unnecessary  and  inappro- 
priate.  In  fact,  the  learned  judge  of  the  court  below,  in  his 
written  opinion,  declares  that  "while  undoubtedly  this  is  an 
unusual  and  an  apparently  unnecessary  proceeding,  still  I 
feel  that  under  the  decision  heretofore  rendered  by  the  Court 
of  Appeal  in  Archibald  Estate  v.  Matteson,  nothing  else  re- 
mains to  be  done." 

The  question  raised  by  the  motion,  as  observed,  is  one 
purely  of  law,  and  we  cannot  see  how  the  court's  findings  of 
facts  from  the  evidence  before  it  can  in  any   degree  aid  or 
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strengthen  the  conclusion  reached,  for,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
motion  must  admit  the  truth  of  the  facts  shown  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  by  consequence  it  is  the  evidence  alone  upon  which 
we  must  rely  for  light  to  guide  us  to  a  conclusion.  The 
question  of  the  credibility  of  witnesses  cannot  arise  on  the 
motion,  except  in  so  far  as  the  rule  requires  for  the  purposes 
of  the  motion  that  the  testimony  shall  be  given  the  full 
benefit  of  its  probative  power. 

In  his  written  opinion  giving  his  reasons  for  granting  the 
motion,  the  learned  judge  of  the  trial  court  says :  "...  It 
certainly  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  an  anomalous  proceed- 
ing, after  the  trial  judge,  in  any  case,  tried  without  a  jury, 
had  determined  that  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  support 
a  judgment,  to  refuse  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit,  and  if  the  de- 
fendant then  chose  to  rest  upon  the  evidence  offered  on  be- 
half of  plaintiff,  to  order  a  judgment  in  favor  of  defendant. 
If  this  course  were  pursued  it  would  be  in  effect  a  confession 
of  error  in  refusing  a  nonsuits  The  case  would  be  entirely 
different  if  the  trial  were  had  before  a  jury,  whose  province 
it  is  to  decide  the  facts,  for  it  is  unquestionably  the  settled 
law  of  this  state  that  a  nonsuit  will  not  be  granted  when 
there  is  any  evidence  whatever  tending  to  sustain  plaintiff's 
cause  of  action." 

We  think  the  fallacy  involved  in  the  reasoning  of  the 
learned  trial  judge  lies  in  the  fact  of  overlooking  the  extent 
of  the  responsibility  in  the  proof  of  the  ultimate  fact  resting 
upon  the  plaintiff.  As  we  have  undertaken  to  demonstrate, 
the  plaintiff  must,  in  support  of  his  averments,  offer  sufficient 
proof  to  make  out  at  least  a  prima  facie  case.  When  he  has 
done  this,  he  has  presented  a  case  which  he  is  entitled  to  have 
submitted  to  the  jury,  which  is  only  putting  in  another  form 
the  declaration  of  the  rule  that  in  such  a  state  of  the  record 
when  plaintiff  has  closed  his  case,  the  granting  of  a  nonsuit 
is  not  justified.  When  he  has  thus  rested  his  case,  he  is  en- 
titled to  know  what  excuse,  justification  or  defense,  if  any  he 
has,  the  defendant  may  offer  against  the  claims  of  his  com- 
plaint If  the  defendant  elects  to  offer  no  proof,  it  is  then 
for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  or  not  the  plaintiff,  upon 
the  merits  of  the  case,  as  presented,  is  entitled  to  a  recovery. 
And  in  such  case  there  is,  of  course,  abstractly  speaking, 
no  presumption  to  be  indulged  as  to  the  truth  or  falsity  of  the 
ft  CaL  App.— 29 
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testimony  as  given,  for,  the  ease  being  then  submitted  upon  its 
merits,  the  judge  or  jury  trying  the  facts  may  accord  to  the 
evidence  such  weight  as  it,  not  arbitrarily  but  in  subordina- 
tion to  rules  of  law  governing  that  determination  may  decide 
that  it  is  entitled  to,  or  may  give  it  no  weight  whatever. 

The  trial  judge  is  also  in  error  in  the  intimation  in  his 
opinion  that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  power  and  duty 
of  a  court,  upon  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit,  merely  for  the  rea- 
son that  a  jury  has  been  waived  by  the  parties  and  the  ques- 
tions of  fact  are  to  be  submitted  to  the  arbitrament  of  the 
court.  The  motion  is  not,  of  course,  addressed  to  the  court, 
fitting  as  a  jury,  when  the  latter  has  been  waived,  but  is  a 
question  of  law  alone  submitted  to  the  judgment  and  de- 
cision of  the  court,  as  such,  and  the  jury,  or  the  court  acting 
in  that  capacity,  has  no  more  concern  with  it  than  it  could 
have  with  the  decision  of  a  question  upon  demurrer  to  a  com- 
plaint or  other  pleading. 

In  the  case  of  Goldstone  v.  Merchants*  etc,  Co.,  123  Cal. 
631,  [56  Pac.  778],  the  court  says  that  *'the  rules  as  to  a  non- 
suit are  the  same  whether  the  trial  is  by  the  court  or  by  the 
jury."  When,  therefore,  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  is  submitted 
to  the  court,  acting  also  as  a  jury,  it  is  not  for  the  court  to 
base  its  determination  of  the  motion  upon  what  it  might  do 
in  dealing  with  the  facts  as  a  jury,  but  solely  upon  the  propo- 
sition of  whether  the  facts  as  proved  are  such  as  to  make  out 
a  prima  facie  case.  If  the  facts  upon  their  face,  when  plain- 
tiff rests,  are  sufficient  to  justify  the  submission  of  the  case  to 
a  jury,  then  they  are,  of  course,  enough  to  submit  to  the  court 
when  acting  as  a  jury,  notwithstanding  the  court's  opinion 
that,  upon  the  merits,  they  are  not  sufficient  to  entitle  x>lain- 
tifl  to  a  recovery,  and,  under  such  circumstances  the  motion 
ahould  be  denied. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  judgment  is  reversed. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 
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[CUT.  No.  284.    Third  Appellate  Distriei—Aprll  25,  1907.] 

R.  S.  MINER,  Respondent,  v.  T.  B.  RICKEY,  Appellant 
Action    vob    Biri^ces — ^Amxndmsnt    to    Answkr^-Disoeetion — Sbt- 

TUEHENT  WITH  PARTKXB8HIF— RETUSAL  NOT  PSEJUDIOIAL. — In  EH  ae- 

tion  for  senriees,  although  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  answer  to 
iet  up  a  settlement  between  plaintiff  and  a  partnership  of  whieh 
defendant  was  a  member,  and  payment  in  full,  might  well  have 
been  allowed  so  as  to  present  the  case  upon  its  merits,  yet  it  eannot 
be  held  that  the  court  abused  its  discretion  in  refusing  it,  where 
its  action  was  not  prejudicial,  it  appearing  that  the  action  was 
tried  upon  the  theory  that  the  settlement  was  in  issue. 

I»« — Inditidual  AonoN — Evidence — ^Paetnership— Joint  Obuoation — 
Instruction — ^Material  Variance. — In  an  action  for  services 
against  a  defendant  individually,  where  defendant's  evidence,  re- 
ceived without  objection,  tended  to  prove  that  any  liability  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  was  against  a  partnership  of  whieh  defendant  was  a 
member,  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  an  instruction  that  if  the 
jury  found  that  the  services  were  rendered  at  the  request  of  the 
defendant  acting  as  a  member  of  the  partnership  to  the  plaintiff's 
knowledge,  their  verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant.  In  such  case 
the  obligation  would  be  joint,  and  the  instruction  is  addressed  to 
the  question  of  a  material  variance  between  the  complaint  and  the 
evidence. 

Id. — ^Hearsay  Evidenci— Prejudicial  Error. — ^It  was  prejudicial  error 
to  admit  hearsay  evidence  either  to  prove  the  value  of  plaintiff's 
services,  or  to  corroborate  the  testimony  of  plaintiff  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  defendant,  or  to  show  a  eonversation  with  the  regis- 
ter of  the  state  land  ofiftce,  to  excuse  delay  in  a  suit  for  years 
that  should  have  been  dismissed  on  motion. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Mono 
County.    Clark  Howard,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Parker  ft  Parker,  Alfred  Chartz,  Charles  C.  Boynton,  and 
James  F.  Peck,  for  Appellant. 

Richard  S.  Miner,  for  Respondent 
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BURNETT,  J. — ^The  action  waa  brought  for  legal  aervices 
and  was  tried  before  a  jury.  The  verdict  was  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of  $480.00.  The  appeal  is  from  the 
judgment  on  a  bill  of  exceptions. 

The  first  point  urged  in  the  brief  of  appellant  for  reversal 
is  based  upon  the  ruling  of  the  court  in  denying  the  motion 
to  suspend  the  trial  until  the  determination  of  another  action 
pending  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States.  We  un- 
derstand,  however,  from  the  oral  argument  that  appellant  has 
abandoned  this  position  and  therefore  we  shall  not  discuss  it 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  allow  the 
defendant  to  amend  his  answer.  The  motion  to  amend,  it 
is  claimed,  was  promptly  made  at  the  close  of  plaintiff's 
case,  and  was  based  upon  the  testimony  of  plaintiff  himself. 
By  the  amendment  it  was  proposed  to  set  up  a  ''settlement 
of  all  the  claims  and  demands  existing  between  the  plaintiff 
and  Bichard  Kirman  and  T.  B.  Bickey  as  copartners,  in  which 
settlement  a  balance  of  account  was  struck  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  and  in  which  settlement  there  was  found 
to  be  due  and  owing  from  the  said  Bichard  Eirman  and  T. 
B.  Bickey  as  copartners  to  the  plaintiff  the  sum  of  $1S8.50, 
which  said  last-mentioned  sum  was  then  and  there  paid  by 
defendant  to  the  plaintiff  and  received  by  plaintiff  in  pay- 
ment and  discharge  of  the  said  balance  so  then  found  to  be 
due  by  said  settlement"  The  pertinency  of  defendant's  ap- 
plication to  amend  is  pointed  by  his  contention  that  if  he  in- 
curred any  liability  at  all  to  plaintiff  it  was  solely  as  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Kirman  &  Bickey,  a  copartnership.  As  often 
held,  the  power  of  the  court  should  be  liberally  exercised  in 
allowing  amendments  so  as  to  present  causes  upon  their  mer- 
its, and  yet  where  no  abuse  of  discretion  is  shown  the  action 
of  the  lower  court  in  denying  a  motion  to  amend  should  not 
be  disturbed  by  the  appellate  tribunaL  While  the  motion 
in  the  present  instance  might  well  have  been  granted,  yet  it 
is  manifest  that  the  ruling  did  not  prejudice  the  substantia] 
rights  of  the  defendant,  as  the  cause  was  tried  upon  the  theory 
that  the  settlement  was  in  issue. 

The  criticism  by  appellant  of  the  instructions  given  by  the 
court  and  found  at  folios  933  and  936  of  the  transcript  we 
deem  inapt  and  unjustifiable.  We  think  there  is  no  uncer- 
tainty in  the  expression,  ''all  accounts  prior  to  said  settle- 
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ment"  It  obvionsly  refers  to  all  services  for  said  firm  per- 
formed by  plaintiff  prior  to  said  settlement.  It  would  not 
be  contended  that  the  settlement  would  affect  any  services 
rendered  thereafter  or  performed  at  any  time  for  the  defend- 
ant individually. 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  the  instruction  defining  a  partnership 
liability  and  also  the  following  should  have  been  given  to  the 
jury:  ''This  is  an  action  against  T.  B.  Rickey  individually 
and  if  the  jury  find  from  the  evidence  that  the  items  sued 
upon  in  this  action  were  rendered  by  plaintiff  and  that  such 
services  were  rendered  by  plaintiff  at  the  request  of  the  de- 
fendant, who  at  the  time  of  making  the  request  was  acting 
aa  one  of  the  copartners  of  a  copartnership  composed  of 
Richard  Eirman  and  T.  B.  Rickey,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
knew  at  the  time  of  such  request  that  the  defendant's  re- 
quest was  made  as  such  copartner  for  the  copartnership,  then 
your  verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant."  To  appreciate 
the  force  of  this  contention  it  should  be  remembered  that  the 
complaint  was  framed  upon  the  theory  that  plaintiff  was 
employed  by  and  rendered  services  for  the  defendant  indi- 
vidually. The  defendant  relied  simply  upon  the  denials  in 
his  answer  of  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint.  No 
affirmative  defense  was  set  up  except  one  in  relation  to  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  action,  which  at  the  trial  was  with- 
drawn. The  evidence  introduced  by  plaintiff  was  sufficient 
to  support  his  claim.  Defendant's  evidence,  received  ¥^th- 
out  objection,  tended  to  prove  that  whatever  liability  existed 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  was  against  a  partnership  of  which  the 
defendant  and  the  said  Richard  Kirman  were  the  members. 
In  this  state  it  has  been  held  that  when  ''several  persons  con- 
tract together  with  the  same  party  for  one  and  the  same  act 
they  shall  be  regarded  as  jointly  and  not  individually  or 
separately  liable  in  the  absence  of  any  words  to  show  that  a 
distinct  as  well  as  entire  liability  was  intended  to  fasten  upon 
the  promisors.  Especially  is  this  the  rule  as  to  the  legal  lia- 
bility of  partners  upon  their  partnership  obligations. ' '  {Har- 
risan  y.  McCarmick,  69  Cal.  620,  [11  Pac.  456],  and  cases 
cited.)  It  might  be  contended  that  where  defendant  claims 
as  a  defense  that  the  obligation  is  joint  and  not  separate,  he 
should  plead  it  affirmatively,  but  the  obvious  answer  here 
is  that  it  was  treated  as  though  an  issue  in  the  casa    The  evi- 
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dence  of  the  partnership  liability  was  received  without  objeo- 
tion,  and  hence  defendant  was  entitled  to  the  instruction  to 
which  we  have  referred,  as  it  was  addressed  to  the  question  of 
a  material  variance  between  the  complaint  and  the  evidence. 

Again,  hearsay  testimony  of  a  prejudicial  nature  was  ad- 
mitted over  the  objection  of  defendant.  The  most  serious  er- 
ror in  this  respect  is  in  relation  to  the  testimony  of  one  David 
Hays.  Nearly  all  of  his  testimony  was  improperly  admitted, 
but  we  shall  refer  to  only  a  few  of  the  questions  and  answers 
disclosed  by  the  record.  He  was  asked:  ''Were  you  author- 
ized by  Turner  and  Dobin,  the  plaintiffs  in  these  actions,  to 
employ  an  attorney  to  help  in  the  prosecution  of  these  cases  t" 
He  answered  substantially  that  he  was.  Again:  ''Now  state 
what  you  did  do,  if  anything."  The  witness  answered: 
"Well,  I  went  to  different  persons  that  were  practicing  law 
to  engage  them  to  act  in  cases  for  the  association."  Mr. 
Miner:  "To  whom  did  you  got"  Answer:  "Well,  I  went  to 
Judge  Goodall  .  .  .  and  Mr.  Miner,  the  plaintiff."  Q.  "Now, 
how  often  did  you  come  to  me  and  consult  me  in  that 
matter  1"  A.  "I  think  I  may  have  gone  to  you,  one  time  or 
another,  five  or  six  times,  and  you  stated  'I  don't  know  aa 
I  have  the  right — '  "  Mr.  Miner:  "State  what  I  said  gen- 
erally."  A.  "Employed  on  the  other  side  in  some  of  those 
instances  of  which  I  speak  by  Eirman  &  Rickey."  Mr.  Miner: 
"Was  any  amount,  was  any  sum  mentioned,  that  I  could  get, 
if  you  recollect,  providing  I  would  prosecute  the  land  cases  t" 
A.  "Well,  I  suggested  that  you  might  make  a  few  thousand 
dollars  by  serving  the  sheep  men  association,  that  we  needed 
you.    You  said  you  could  not  take  any  case." 

It  is  idle  to  argue  the  incompetency  of  the  foregoing  testi- 
mony. It  is  hearsay  pure  and  simple.  The  effect  it  might 
have  upon  the  jury  it  is  easy  to  surmise.  The  plaintiff  un- 
derstood its  significance,  because  he  made  three  futile  efforts 
to  induce  the  trial  judge  to  admit  it,  but  at  the  fourth  at- 
tempt his  pertinacity  and  importunity  were  finally  rewarded 
— ^but  upon  what  ground  it  does  not  appear.  Plaintiff,  in  the 
oral  ai^ument,  admitted  that  the  ruling  is  somewhat  ques- 
tionable, but  suggested  that  the  evidence  might  be  admissible 
to  prove  the  value  of  his  services.  But  it  is  clear  that  it  was 
not  addressed  to  the  issue  as  to  the  reasonable  value  of  his 
services.    But  if  it  related  to  that  matter  it  would  still  be 


Digitized  by 


Google 


April,  1907.]  Adams  v.  Thornton.  455 

hearsay  and  inadmissible.  The  value  of  services  cannot  be 
shown  by  declarations  of  third  persons  not  under  oath.  The 
evidence  was  undoubtedly  offered  to  corroborate  plaintiff's 
testimony  as  tending  to  increase  the  probability  that  he  was 
employed  by  defendant.  We  cannot  say,  of  course,  what 
weight  was  attached  to  this  testimony  by  the  jury,  but  by  its 
admission,  in  the  somewhat  turgid  phraseology  of  appellant, 
''every  rule  of  evidence  was  violated  and  the  defendant's 
rights  ruthlessly  disregarded.'* 

Mr.  Joe  A,  Brown,  another  witness,  was  allowed  also  over 
objection  to  testify  to  a  conversation  with  the  register  of  the 
state  land  office,  in  which  he  stated  that  the  **  interest  on  school 
lands  sometimes  was  not  demanded  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  there  couldn't  only  be  two  reasons  for  that;  one  would 
be  that  the  land  had  not  been  listed  to  the  state,  and  the 
other  that  there  might  be  suits  pending."  This  evidence  was 
offered  for  the  purpose  of  rebutting  any  unfavorable  infer- 
ence that  might  be  drawn  against  plaintiff  from  the  fact  that 
the  cases  against  defendant  and  in  which  plaintiff  claims  to 
have  performed  the  services  that  are  the  basis  for  the  present 
suit  were  allowed  to  remain  on  the  calendar  undisposed  ef 
for  years  when  upon  motion  they  could  have  been  dismissed. 
The  objection  to  this  evidence  likewise  should  have  been  sus- 
tained. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  the  judgment  is  reversed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.  No.  274.    Third  Appellate  District.— April  29,  1907.] 

W.  H.  ADAMS,  AppeUant,  v.  ARTHUR  THORNTON,  Be- 

spondent 

Claim  akd  Dkliyery— Cboppino  Lease — Tenanot  m  ComiON— Law 
or  THE  Case. — ^In  an  action  of  claim  and  delivery,  where  the  court 
decided  on  a  former  appeal  that  the  instrument  of  lease  between 
the  parties  must  be  deemed  onlj  a  cropping  contract,  and  that  hj 
virtue  of  its  provisions  the  parties  were  cotenants  in  the  fruits 
xaised  during  the  time  of  the  contract,  and  that  each  has  an  equal 
right  with  the  other  to  the  possession  of  the  fruit,  the  construction 
of  the  contract  is  the  law  of  the  case  upoa  a  Mcond  appeal. 
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Id. — Right  to  Nonsuit — ^Distxnot  Evidengx — ^Law  of  Cask  Inappu- 
CABL£. — The  decision  upon  the  fonner  appeal  that  the  defendant 
was  entitled  to  a  nonsuit  is  not  the  law  of  the  case  upon  the  second 
appeal,  where  the  evidence  at  the  second  trial  is  so  distinct  aa  to 
render  the  granting  of  a  nonsuit  thereat  erroneous. 

Id, — ^Beplbvin  Maintainablk  When  Shark  may  be  Asokbtainid. — 
Where  the  personal  property  held  in  cotenancy  is  readilj  divisible 
by  weight  or  measurement  into  portions  absolutely  alike  in  quality 
and  Talue,  and  an  equal  division  thereof  was  in  fact  made  by  the 
cropping  tenant,  placed  in  separate  piles,  each  pile  having  a  sepa- 
rate letter,  and  the  lessor's  share  was  tendered  to  him  and  re- 
fused, and  the  lessor  took  possession  of  all  the  fruit  and  refused 
to  return  the  tenant's  share  upon  demand,  replevin  by  the  crop- 
ping tenant  may  be  maintained  to  secure  his  share  of  the  erop 
from  the  lessor. 

Id. — ^Aboument  ttpon  Appeal — Point  Made  in  Beplt  Bbiep. — The  fact 
that  the  point  was  first  made  by  appellant  in  his  reply  brief  that 
the  law  of  the  case  does  not  apply  where  the  plaintiff's  evidence 
is  different  upon  the  new  trial  does  not  preclude  the  decision  of  the 
point  by  this  court. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Joaquin  County.    Frank  H.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  cnnrt 

Nicol  &  Ott,  and  J.  M.  C.  Murphy,  for  Appellant 

Louttit  &  Middlecoffy  for  Respondent 

BURNETT,  J.— This  action  was  brought  in  replevin 
to  recover  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  and  three-fourths 
sacks  of  dried  apricots  or  their  value  in  case  a  delivery  could 
not  be  had,  together  with  damages  for  their  detention.  When 
plaintiff  rested,  a  motion  for  nonsuit  was  made  and  the  court 
granted  the  motion  '' solely  for  the  reason  that  the  court  feels 
bound  by  the  decision  of  the  Appellate  Court  for  the  Third 
District  rendered  on  the  prior  appeal  in  this  cause,  to  hold 
that  plaintiff  and  defendant  are  tenants  in  common  of  the 
property  described  in  the  complaint^  and  that  this  court 
should  grant  a  nonsuit  on  such  grounds." 

In  the  decision  by  this  court  on  the  former  appeal  it  was 
held  that  **  While  the  agreement  set  out  and  under  which 
the  parties  were  operating  is  called  therein  a  lease,  yet  un- 
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der  the  authority  of  Bernal  v.  Hovious,  17  Cal.  542,  [79  Am. 
Dec.  147],  it  must  be  deemed  only  a  cropping  contract,  and 
the  parties  are  cotenants  in  the  fruits  raised  during  the  time 
of  the  contract,  and  each  has  an  equal  right  with  the  other 
to  the  possession  of  the  whole  of  said  fruit,  and,  under  the 
general  rule,  neither  can  maintain  a  suit  against  the  other  for 
the  possession  of  the  fruit,"  and  the  judgment  was  reversed 
on  the  ground  that  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit  should  have  been 
granted* 

It  is  claimed  by  respondent  that  the  aforesaid  decision  of 
this  court  is  the  law  of  the  case  and  that  we  must  affirm  the 
action  of  the  trial  court  in  granting  the  nonsuit  in  conso- 
nance with  the  mandate  of  the  appellate  court 

Among  the  decisions  declaring  the  effect  and  scope  of  such 
a  judgment  as  bearing  upon  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
litigation,  the  cases  of  More  v.  Calkins,  95  Cal.  436,  [29  Am. 
St  Eep.  128,  30  Pac.  583],  and  McOraw  v.  Friend  &  Terry 
Co.,  133  Cal.  589,  [65  Pac.  1051],  are  directly  in  point  In 
the  former,  as  we  find  in  the  syllabus^  it  is  held  that  ''The 
construction  placed  upon  a  deed  of  trust  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  its  decision  reversing  the  judgment  and  remanding 
the  case  for  a  new  trial  ...  is  the  law  of  the  case  and  the 
question  of  its  correctness  will  not  be  considered  upon  a  sec- 
ond appeal." 

And  so  here,  we  cannot  call  in  question  the  construction 
placed  by  this  court  in  the  former  appeal  upon  the  written 
contract  between  the  parties.  We  are  bound  to  hold  that 
it  constituted  a  cropping  contract,  and  that  by  virtue  of  its 
provisions  the  parties  became  tenants  in  common  in  and  to 
all  the  fruit  produced,  which  was  the  subject  matter  of  said 
contract 

The  only  remaining  question  is  whether  the  determination 
by  the  appellate  court  that  claim  and  delivery  would  not  lie 
in  view  of  the  evidence  disclosed  by  the  record  and  that  the 
nonsuit  should  have  been  granted  at  the  former  trial  pre^ 
dudes  us  from  any  inquiry  into  the  evidence  taken  at  the 
second  trial  to  find  the  absence  of  support  for  the  action  of  the 
court  in  granting  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit  The  proper  solu- 
tion of  this  question  depends  upon  the  consideration  whether 
the  evidence  was  the  same  or  substantially  the  same  at  both 
trials.  In  the  McQraw  case,  supra,  it  is  said  that  ''in  an  ao* 
tion  for  negligence  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  on  the  ground  that 
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the  evidence  for  the  plaintiff  establishes  his  contributory  neg- 
ligence, so  as  to  preclude  a  recovery,  raises  a  question  of 
law;  and  the  decision  upon  a  former  appeal,  that  a  nonsuit 
should  have  been  granted  upon  that  ground,  is  the  law  of  the 
case  upon  a  second  appeal  when  the  evidence  for  the  plaintiff 
does  not  warrant  a  different  conclusion.**  And  in  Sharon 
V.  Sharon,  79  CaL  633,  [22  Pac.  26,  131],  it  is  said  that  *'The 
rule  has  no  application  when  the  facts  presented  on  the  sec- 
ond appeal  are  materially  different  from  those  on  which  the 
decision  was  rendered."  (Citing  Nieto  v.  Carpenter,  21  Cal. 
454;  Meeks  v.  Southern  Pacific  R.  B.  Co.,  56  CaL  513,  [38  Am. 
Rep.  67] ;  Cross  v.  Zellerbach,  63  Cal.  623,  and  Dodge  v.  Gay- 
lord,  53  Ind.  365.) 

Turning  to  the  record  before  us  we  find  the  evidence  at 
the  latter  trial  materially  different  from  that  at  the  former. 
One  important  circumstance  is  disclosed  which  was  not  pre- 
sented before.  This  constitutes  a  significant  feature  which 
cannot  be  ignored  in  the  determination  of  the  question  whether 
the  action  can  be  maintained  between  tenants  in  common.  It 
is  this:  After  the  fruit  was  cured  and  packed,  it  was  di- 
vided into  two  equal  parts  of  the  same  grade  and  value  and 
placed  in  separate  piles  in  the  house  occupied  by  plaintiff. 
In  view  of  this  distinction  between  the  two  trials  was  the 
court  below  justified  in  granting  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit! 
The  plaintiff  testified:  "I  was  in  the  occupation  and  pos- 
session of  those  lands  during  the  year  1902  and  had  been  for 
two  years  prior  thereto.  I  had  been  farming  them  and  caring 
for  orchards  thereon.  I  know  the  fruit  that  is  mentioned  in 
the  complaint.  It  was  grown  on  that  orchard  during  the 
year  1902.  I  picked,  cut,  dried  and  cured  it.  When  it  was 
cured  I  sacked  it  in  fruit  sacks  secured  and  paid  for  by  me. 
After  it  was  cut,  cured  and  sacked  I  divided  it  into  two 
equal  parts  and  piled  it  in  a  house  on  the  premises  occupied 
by  me.  There  was  a  division  of  the  dried  fruit  into  separate 
piles,  each  pile  having  a  separate  letter.  The  sacks  were  all 
of  the  same  weight  and  the  same  value.  They  were  piled  so 
that  each  pile  was  distinguishable  from  the  other.  After 
the  fruit  had  been  divided  and  piled  as  I  have  stated,  I  of- 
fered to  deliver  Mr.  Thornton  the  one-half  thereof.  He  re- 
fused to  accept  it.  After  I  had  offered  to  deliver  it  to  him 
and  while  I  was  away,  he  came  and  took  all  the  fruit  and 
hauled  it  away.    I  never  got  possession  of  any  of  it  again. 
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...  I  demanded  the  return  of  it,  and  Thornton  refused  to 
return  it.  Prom  the  time  it  was  picked  it  remained  in  my 
possession  until  it  was  taken  away  by  Thornton." 

In  Balch  v.  Jones,  61  Cal.  237,  it  is  said:  "An  action  of 
replevin  or  of  claim  and  delivery  of  the  common  property 
is  not  maintainable  by  one  tenant  in  common  against  another, 
nor  is  trover,  unless  there  has  been  such  a  loss,  destruction  or 
disposal  of  the  property  as  amounts  to  a  conversion;  or  the 
property  is  divisible  in  its  nature  and  ascertainable  by  meas* 
urement,  weight  or  count.  In  such  a  case  a  tenant  in  common 
may  demand  of  his  cotenants,  having  possession  of  the  whole, 
his  share,  and  on  a  refusal  or  conversion,  he  may  sue  in 
trover.'* 

In  Wattles  v.  Dubois,  67  Mich.  313,  [34  N.  W.  672],  it  is 
held  that  ''the  refusal  by  a  tenant  to  deliver  to  his  land- 
lord  his  half  of  the  unthreshed  grain  grown  on  the  leased 
premises,  is  a  waiver  of  the  tenant's  right  to  possession  for 
the  purposes  of  such  delivery,  and  the  landlord  has  a  right 
to  the  immediate  possession  of  his  half  and  may  maintain 
replevin  therefor." 

Here,  it  will  be  observed,  the  defendant  refused  to  accept 
his  one-half  which  plaintiff  offered  to  deliver. 

In  Sutherland  v.  Carter,  52  Mich.  473,  [18  N.  W.  224],  the 
court  said:  ''The  plaintiff  was  tenant  in  common  of  the 
grain,  and  after  it  was  threshed  she  was  entitled  to  her  one- 
half  thereof  and  it  was  Carter's  duty  to  deliver  it  to  her  when 
she  demanded  it  upon  the  farm.  It  was  her  property,  and 
the  action  will  lie  in  such  a  case  under  the  facts  found  in  this 
record."     (Citing  a  large  number  of  cases.) 

In  Morgan  v.  Hedges,  4  Colo.  531,  this  language  is  used: 
"The  stipulations  in  the  articles  of  agreement  that  appellant, 
Morgan,  should  sell  the  products  of  the  ranch  and  keep  a  full 
account  of  all  receipts  and  disbursements,  involves  an  agree- 
ment for  their  possession  to  that  end.  Where  tenants  in 
common  of  chattels  agree  that  one  shall  have  exclusive  pos- 
session of  the  chattels,  the  tenant  so  entitled  may  maintain 
replevin  against  his  cotenant" 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  agreement  provided  for  the  posses- 
sion of  the  fruit  by  plaintiff  and  his  delivery  of  one-half  of 
the  dried  fruit  to  defendant  (See,  also^  Newton  y.  Oardner, 
24  WisL  232.) 
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In  Hurff  V.  Hires,  40  N.  J.  L.  588,  [29  Am,  Eep.  282],  it 
Is  declared:  ''There  is  a  clear  and  well-settled  distinction  be- 
tween the  individual  rights  of  several  parties  in  goods  of  uni* 
form  kind  and  quality,  and  in  those  in  which  there  is  no  uni- 
formity in  these  respects.  It  is  recognized  in  cases  of  a  co- 
tenancy of  personal  property,  readily  divisible,  by  weight  or 
measurement,  into  portions  absolutely  alike  in  quality  and 
value.  In  such  cases,  either  tenant  may  take  his  proper  pro- 
portion, and  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  proper  severance  so  long 
as  he  does  not  take  more  than  his  share;  but  the  rule  is  other- 
wise in  case  of  property  not  severable;  in  that  event,  the 
partition  must  be  by  agreement,  or  proceeding  in  equity." 

In  Cobbey  on  Replevin,  section  238,  the  rule  is  stated  as 
follows:  **An  action  will  not  lie  for  an  undivided  interest  in 
a  chattel,  nor  can  such  tenant  in  common  sue  alone  as  against 
a  stranger  in  possession.  The  plaintiff  must  have  a  right  to 
a  whole  and  entire  interest.  A  different  rule  prevails  where 
the  property  can  be  separated  into  aliquot  parts,  and  the  in- 
terest is  easily  separable,  as  one-third  of  sixty  bushels  of 
wheat.  Where  com  in  a  single  pile  or  crib,  owned  by  two 
tenants  in  common,  is  in  the  exclusive  possession  of  one  of 
such  tenants,  but  both  being  equally  entitled  to  the  possession 
thereof,  the  other  joint  owner,  if  his  cotenant  refuses  a  di- 
vision when  properly  demanded,  may  recover  bis  portion  of 
the  grain  by  replevin." 

^'Replevin  will  lie  for  separate  and  distinct  articles  capable 
of  identification  and  not  undivided  portions  of  separate  lots." 
{Phipps  V.  Taylor,  15  Or.  484,  [16  Pac.  171].) 

It  would  seem  that  in  the  present  instance  the  evidence 
brings  the  plaintiff  clearly  within  the  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  one  tenant  cannot  maintain  an  action  for  re- 
plevin against  his  cotenant.  All  the  property  under  the 
agreement  was  rightfully  in  the  possession  of  plaintiff.  He 
had  divided  it  equally  and  one  part  belonged  to  him.  He 
offered  to  deliver  to  defendant  the  portion  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  and  defendant  refused  to  accept  it.  During  the 
absence  of  plaintiff  defendant  comes  and  takes  all  the  prop- 
erty and  refuses  to  surrender  the  one-half  when  it  is  de- 
manded of  him.  If  these  facts  do  not  show  cause  to  institute 
the  action,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  what  would  be  sufficient. 
It  is  well  settled  that  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence,  that  the  evidence  must  be 
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viewed  most  favorably  for  the  plaintiff,  and  if  it  tends  to 
prove  all  the  material  allegations  of  the  complaint  the  mo- 
tion should  be  denied.  It  may  be  admitted  that  the  testi- 
mony of  plaintiff  at  the  former  trial  is  not  altogether  con- 
sistent with  his  testimony  at  the  latter,  but  the  question  of 
the  credibility  of  the  witness  is  not  involved  here,  and  it  is 
to  be  remembered  that  the  want  of  harmony  in  the  testi- 
mony of  a  witness  at  two  separate  trials  may  of  itself  render 
inapplicable  the  doctrine  of  "the  law  of  the  case.'' 

No  doubt  the  learned  trial  judge  would  have  denied  the 
motion  if  he  had  not  felt  constrained  by  the  former  decision 
in  the  case,  but  we  think  the  evidence  is  materially  different 
and  hence  that  the  motion  should  have  been  denied. 

The  judgment  is  reversed. 

Chipman,  P.  J,,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  May  28,  1907,  and  the  following 
opinion  was  then  rendered  thereon : 

BUBNETT,  J. — ^Respondent's  petition  for  a  rehearing 
seems  to  proceed  upon  the  theory  that  the  afiSrmative  de- 
fense set  up  in  the  answer  was  established  at  the  trial.  The 
truth  is  that  plaintiff  was  the  only  witness  examined  and  his 
evidence  tended  to  prove  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and 
not  any  allegation  of  the  answer  inconsistent  therewith. 
Upon  the  trial  of  all  the  issues  in  the  case  it  may  be  that 
defendant  will  be  entitled  to  judgment,  but  we  still  think  that 
the  motion  for  a  nonsuit  was  improperly  granted.  We  are 
not  inclined  to  the  view  that  we  should  not  consider  the  con- 
tention that  the  law  of  the  case  is  not  applicable  because  the 
point  was  not  raised  in  the  opening  brief.  We  see  no  rea- 
son why  we  should  not  consider  it,  though  it  was  made,  not 
in  anticipation  of  defendant's  argument  but  in  answer  thereto. 

The  petition  for  a  rehearing  is  denied. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  June  24,  1907. 


Digitized  by 


Google     — 


462  KiTTS  V.  Superior  Court.        [5  Cal.  App. 


[CWm.  No.  824.    Thlra  AppeDate  District.— April  29,  1907.] 

CHARLES  W.  KITTS,  Petitioner,  v.  SUPERIOR  COURT 
OP  NEVADA  COUNTY,  and  F.  T.  NILON,  Judge,  Re- 
spondents. 

Gbiminal  Law — ^Indictment— VAUDirr—DisQUALiriOATioN  o»  Gband 
JUBOBS. — The  Talidity  of  an  indictment  is  not  affected  hy  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  ^and  jurors  was  disqualified  because  he  had  serTed 
as  and  been  discharged  as  a  juror  in  the  superior  court  within  one 
jear,  nor  by  the  fact  that  two  others  were  disqualified  because  the/ 
were  not  assessed  upon  the  last  assessment-roll  of  the  county. 

Is. — Construction  or  Penal  Code — ^Disqualification  or  Grand  Jurors 
— Grounds  or  Motion  to  Set  Aside  Indictment. — The  disqualifica- 
tions of  individual  grand  jurors  are  those  prescribed  in  section  896 
of  the  Penal  Code,  and  do  not  include  the  disqualifications  of  jurors 
generallj'  urged  in  this  case,  and  prescribed  in  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure; and  under  the  maxim  "Expressio  unius  est  exclusio  al- 
ierius,"  it  seems  the  conclusion  is  warranted  that  a  motion  to  set 
aside  an  indictment  under  section  995  of  the  Penal  Code  for  dis- 
qualification of  individual  grand  jurors  is  limited  to  the  grounds 
specified  in  section  896  of  that  code. 

Ijk — Nature  or  Grand  Jury — De  Jure  Body — DisQUAuriED  Grand 
Jurors  Acting  Under  Color  or  Right — Proceedings  not  Vitla.ted. 
The  grand  jury  is  &  de  jure  body  created  by  the  constitution;  and 
one  who,  having  been  regularly  summoned  and  impaneled  as  a  grand 
juror,  and  who  exercises  the  duties  thereof,  though  thereafter  dis- 
covered to  be  disqualified  by  some  provision  of  law,  serves  under  color 
of  right;  and  "upon  principles  of  policy  and  justice,"  his  acts  in 
■ueh  capacity  should  not  be  held  to  invalidate  the  whole  jury  or  any 
proceedings  had  by  it  in  which  he  participated. 

Id^Begular  Number  Impaneled — Sole  Objection  to  Numbeel — ^If 
the  requisite  number  of  grand  jurors  have  been  regularly  summoned 
and  impaneled  in  the  first  instance,  no  objection  to  number  can 
thereafter  be  urged  to  question  the  validity  of  an  indictment,  ex* 
eept  where  it  may  appear  that  twelve  of  such  jurors  have  not  eon- 
enrred  in  finding  it. 

Id^ — Prohibition — ^Vauditt  or  Indictment. — ^Whatever  ground  of  criti- 
cism may  be  urged  against  an  indictment  under  a  general  or  special 
demurrer,  where  it  attempts  to  set  forth  a  public  offense,  its  validity 
cannot  be  questioned  under  a  petition  for  prohibition  addressed  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court. 
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PETITION  for  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  Superior  Court 
of  Nevada  County.    F.  T.  Nilon,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Charles  W.  Kitts,  and  A.  M.  Seymour,  for  Petitioner. 

George  L.  Jones,  District  Attorney,  for  Respondents. 

HART,  J. — The  grand  jury  of  Nevada  county,  on  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  November,  1906,  returned  and  caused 
to  be  filed  in  the  superior  court  of  that  county  an  indict- 
ment against  the  petitioner  for  the  crime  of  assault  by  means 
and  force  likely  to  produce  great  bodily  injury  upon  the 
person  of  one  Martin  Shoebridge.  Thereafter  petitioner 
moved  the  respondents  to  set  aside  said  indictment  upon  the 
grounds  that  certain  members  of  said  grand  jury  were  dis- 
qualified under  the  law  from  acting  as  such  .and  at  the  time 
of  the  presentation  of  said  motion  evidence  was  offered  which 
it  is  claimed  supported  the  charge  of  the  disqualification  of 
such  jurors.  The  motion  was  denied  by  respondents,  and 
thereupon  the  petitioner  was  required  to  answer  the  indict- 
ment. 

It  is  claimed  that  by  reason  of  the  alleged  disqualification 
of  said  jurors  the  indictment  was  not  found,  presented  and 
filed  according  to  the  requirements  of  law,  and  that  the  same 
does  not  therefore  confer  upon  respondents  jurisdiction  to  try 
petitioner  for  the  offense  charged  against  him  in  said  alleged 
indictment. 

The  petitioner  asks  that  respondent  be  prohibited  from  try- 
ing him  upon  said  alleged  indictment,  and  commanded  to  de- 
sist and  refrain  from  taking  further  proceedings  in  the  case. 
The  jurors  who  are  alleged  to  have  been  disqualified  from 
serving  as  members  of  said  grand  jury  are  J.  H.  Nile,  W.  H. 
Hughes,  and  E.  G.  Sukeforth.  It  is  claimed  that  said  Suke- 
forth  was  disqualified  because  he  "had  served  in  and  been  dis- 
charged as  a  juror  by  a  court  of  record  of  this  state,  to  wit: 
the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Nevada,  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, within  a  year  of  the  time  that  he  was  summoned  and 
impaneled  to  act  as  such  grand  juror,  and  within  a  year  of 
the  finding  and  filing  of  the  said  alleged  indictment,''  and 
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that  said  Nile  and  Hughes  were  not  competent  to  act  as  grand 
jurors  for  the  reason  that  they  were  not  assessed  on  ''the  last 
assessment-roll  of  said  Nevada  County  for  the  year  1906, 
on  property  owned  by  them,  standing  in  their  names,  or  at 
all.''  It  is  alleged  that  the  juror  Hughes  is  not  thus  assessed 
"except  there  is  an  assessment  on  said  last  assessment-roll 
to  'Hughes  Bros.,'  which  may  or  may  not  be  property  belong- 
ing to  said  William  H.  Hughes."  It  is  also  averred  that 
"said  alleged  indictment  fails  to  state  any  public  offense 
against  your  petitioner." 

As  to  the  first  proposition,  that  the  juror  Sukeforth  was  not 
competent  to  act  as  a  grand  juror  because  of  having  served 
as  a  juror  and  having  been  discharged  as  such  within  a  year 
of  the  time  that  "he  was  summoned  and  impaneled  to  act  as 
such  grand  juror,  and  within  a  year  of  the  finding  and  filing 
of  said  alleged  indictment,"  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that 
the  supreme  court  has  recently,  in  the  case  of  Ex  parte  Ruef, 
on  habeas  corpus,  150  CaL  665,  [89  Pac.  605] ,  ruled  adversely 
to  petitioner's  contention. 

In  that  case  the  court  says,  speaking  of  the  same  objection 
as  is  made  here:  "We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  does  not 
affect  the  validity  of  an  indictment  found  by  the  grand  jury. 
The  Penal  Code  enumerates  the  grounds  upon  which  an  in- 
dictment  mav  be  set  aside.  (Pen.  Code.  sec.  995.)  One  of 
these  grounds  is  'any  ground  which  would  have  been  good 
ground  for  challenge  to  any  individual  juror.'  Penal  Code, 
section  896,  provides  for  a  challenge  to  an  individual  grand 
juror  for  six  specific  grounds  only.  The  particular  incompe- 
tency here  relied  on  is  not  included.  We  think  that  the  legis- 
lature, in  declaring  that  persons  who  had  been  discharged  as 
jurors  within  a  year  should  not  be  competent,  and  at  the 
same  time  denying  to  a  defendant  indicted  by  a  grand  jury 
including  one  or  more  such  persons  any  remedy  by  way  of 
motion  or  challenge,  in  effect  provided  that  if  the  statutory 
rule  prohibiting  the  service  of  such  persons  were  not  obeyed, 
the  departure  should  not  invalidate  any  indictment  found." 

The  point  that  the  grand  jury  was  not  a  legally  constituted 
body  because  jurors  Nile  and  Hughes  were  not  assessed  upon 
the  last  assessment-roll  of  the  county  on  property  belonging 
to  them,  and  therefore  could  not  return  a  valid  indictment, 
cannot^  we  think,  be  maintained.    The  law  provides  that  the 
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grand  jury  shall  be  composed  of  nineteen  members  (Code 
Civ.  Proc,  sec.  192),  twelve  of  whom  may  find  an  indict- 
ment (Pen.  Code,  sec.  940.)  One  of  the  prescribed  qualifi- 
cations of  a  grand  juror  is  that  he  shall  be  ''assessed  on  the 
last  assessment-roll  of  the  county  ...  on  property  belong, 
ing  to  him."  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  198.)  Of  course,  it  is 
true  that  a  person  not  possessing  the  general  qualifications 
for  a  juror  required  by  section  198,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is 
not  competent  to  act  either  as  a  grand  or  petit  juror  in  any 
case.  Under  the  system  in  vogue  in  California  prior  to  the 
adoption  of  our  present  constitution  the  only  mode  author- 
ized for  the  inauguration  of  a  prosecution  of  an  ordinary 
felony  charge  was  by  indictment  by  a  grand  juror,  a  neces- 
sary prerequisite  to  which  was  a  preliminary  hearing  of  the 
charge  by  a  magistrate  and  an  order  holding  the  accused  to 
answer  before  said  body.  By  that  method  of  proceeding,  the 
accused,  having  been  held  to  answer,  was  expressly  given  by 
the  law  the  right,  and  thus  afforded  an  opportunity  of  inter- 
posing in  open  court  a  challenge  to  the  panel  of  grand  jurors 
or  of  examining  them  individually  for  the  purpose  of  exer* 
cising  any  challenge  of  their  right  upon  any  ground  pre- 
scribed by  the  statute  to  inquire  into  or  act  upon  his  case. 
Since  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  however,  the 
procedure  with  regard  to  the  initiation  of  prosecutions  for 
felony  is  essentially  different  from  the  former  manner  of 
proceeding.  Under  our  present  system,  as  established  by 
the  constitution  of  1879,  and  which  it  is  safe  to  say  is 
familiar  to  people  generally,  all  offenses  theretofore  pros- 
ecuted by  indictment  may  be  prosecuted  by  information 
after  an  examination  and  commitment  by  a  magistrate,  or 
by  indictment  with  or  without  such  examination  and  com- 
mitment, as  may  be  prescribed  by  law.  (Const.,  art.  I,  sec 
8.)  The  effect  of  this  provision  of  the  constitution  is,  as 
may  readily  be  seen,  that  an  indictment  by  a  grand  jury 
may  be  found  for  a  felony  without  a  preliminary  exam* 
ination  of  the  charge  by  a  magistrate,  and  the  accused,  there- 
fore, deprived  of  an  opportunity,  as  formerly  accorded  to 
him,  of  examining  the  inquisitors  as  to  their  general  and  spe- 
cial qualifications  to  act  as  such  before  they  proceed  to  the 
examination  of  his  case.  The  result  is,  in  such  a  case,  that 
the  accused  has  but  one  remedy^  which  is  exercisable  only 
6  Cal.  App.— 30 
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after  the  iDdictment  is  found  and  filed,  and  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  motion  to  set  it  aside  for  certain  specified  reasons  pre- 
scribed by  section  995  of  the  Penal  Code.  Among  the  grounds 
enumerated  by  that  section  as  requiring  the  setting  aside  of 
an  indictment  is  "any  ground  which  would  have  been  good 
ground  for  challenge,  either  to  the  panel  or  to  any  individual 
grand  juror."  The  grounds  of  challenge  to  the  panel  are 
set  forth  in  section  995  and  the  cause  of  challenge  to  an  indi- 
vidual grand  juror  prescribed  in  section  896  of  the  Penal 
Code.  The  incompetency  of  the  grand  juror  for  not  possessing 
the  qualification  mentioned  in  subdivision  4  of  section  198 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  is  not  embraced  within  the 
grounds  prescribed  in  either  section  995  or  896  of  the  Penal 
Code.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that,  under  the  system  which 
prevailed  under  the  constitution  preceding  the  present  one,  if 
an  examination  of  the  grand  jurors  disclosed  that  any  or  all  of 
them  were  wanting  in  any  of  the  general  qualifications  re- 
quired in  them  by  law,  or  by  section  198  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure,  if  at  that  time  that  section  existed  as  now,  such 
juror  or  jurors  could  have  been  successfully  challenged  upon 
such  ground.  It  would  seem,  from  adjudications  of  analogous 
questions  by  the  courts,  that  where,  as  in  this  case,  a  section 
of  the  code  expressly  mentions  certain  grounds  upon  which 
an  indictment  may  be  set  aside,  and  said  section  does  not  in- 
clude in  such  grounds  certain  grounds  prescribed  in  another 
section  or  code  disqualifying  a  person  from  acting  as  a  grand 
juror,  the  section  involving  the  grounds  upon  which  the  in- 
dictment may  be  set  aside  is  intended  by  the  legislature  as  a 
limitation  of  the  grounds  as  to  which  an  indictment  may  be 
set  aside.  Certainly  the  rule  of  construction  expressed  by 
the  maxim  ^'Expressio  uniiis  est  exclusio  dUerius/^  would 
warrant  this  conclusion.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  base  our 
conclusion  that  petitioner's  position  on  this  point  is  untenable 
upon  this  reason. 

Counsel  upon  both  sides  of  this  case  have  in  their  briefs 
elaborately,  interestingly  and  instructively  discussed  aU  the 
points  wUch  could  conceivably  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
main  point  in  the  case,  to  wit,  whether,  for  any  of  the  reasons 
suggested  by  petitioner,  the  superior  court  of  Nevada  county 
is  without  jurisdiction  to  try  said  petitioner  under  the  indict- 
ment of  which  complaint  is  made.    But  we  are  of  opinion  that 
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the  point  which  is  under  discussion  has  been  decided  against 
the  contention  of  petitioner  in  a  number  of  opinions  filed  by 
the  supreme  court  The  case  of  People  v.  Simmons,  119  Cal. 
1,  [50  Pae.  844],  while  not  directly  in  point,  is  valuable, 
more  particularly  because  the  court  adopts  the  reasoning 
and  authorities  cited  in  the  case  of  People  v.  Hecht,  105  Cal. 
621,  [45  Am.  St.  Rep.  96,  38  Pac.  941].  The  last-mentioned 
case  was  where  a  question  arose  as  to  the  qualifications  of  cer- 
tain members  of  a  board  of  freeholders,  elected  to  frame  a 
new  charter  for  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco.  By 
proceedings  in  quo  warranto  it  was  attempted,  not  only  to 
oust  two  of  the  elected  members  of  the  board  because  they 
had  not  been,  as  required  by  the  constitution  in  such  case, 
electors  of  the  city  for  which  they  were  elected  for  a  period 
of  five  years  preceding  their  said  election,  but  to  have  declared 
invalid  the  entire  board  because,  by  reason  of  the  disqualifica- 
tion of  two  of  the  members  so  elected,  the  full  number  of  fif- 
teen qualified  electors  had  not  been  elected  as  such  freeholders. 
The  supreme  court,  in  a  characteristically  able  opinion  by 
Judge  Niles  Searls,  then  a  commissioner,  held  that  under  the 
facts  as  alleged  in  the  complaint  and  admitted  to  be  true  by 
the  demurrer,  the  two  alleged  disqualified  freeholders  were 
in  fact  disqualified  and  could  not,  therefore,  act  as  such,  on 
the  board,  but  that  the  fact  of  their  disqualification  did  not 
invalidate  the  board;  that  it  was  a  legally  constituted  body, 
with  full  power  to  perform  the  duties  designed  by  the  con- 
stitution and  for  which  it  had  been  elected  and  organized. 
Among  other  things  this  learned  judge  says:  ''An  interpre- 
tation which  holds  that  the  ineligibility,  or  death,  or  unwill- 
ingness to  act  of  a  single  member  thus  selected  invalidates 
the  entire  election,  would  work  great  hardship,  and  tend  to 
thwart  the  will  of  the  electors  in  many  instances,  and  should 
not  be  indulged  unless  rendered  imperative  by  the  mandate 
of  the  constitution.  The  same  constitution  (art  XI,  sec.  5) 
provides  that  the  legislature,  by  general  and  uniform  laws, 
shall  provide  for  the  election  or  appointment  in  the  several 
counties  of  'boards  of  supervisors,'  etc.  Other  portions  of 
the  constitution  provide  for  a  Supreme  Court,  'which  shall 
consist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  six  Associate  Justices.'  Again, 
'the  Senate  shall  consist  of  forty  members,  and  the  Assembly 
of  eighty  members.'    It  would,  we  think,  hardly  be  contended 
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that  because  the  constitution  provides  for  a  board  of  super* 
visors  that  an  election  for  supervisors,  in  which  a  single  mem- 
ber elected  was  disqualified,  would  either  invalidate  the  elec- 
tion of  other  members,  or  prevent  their  organizing  and 
acting  as  a  board.  Like  considerations  apply  to  the  election 
of  members  of  the  senate  and  assembly,  and  to  the  election, 
organization  and  action  of  the  Supreme  Court."  Further 
on  in  the  opinion  it  is  said:  ''Again,  the  ofSce  of  freeholder 
is  created  by  the  constitution.  It  is  a  de  jure  office.  When 
Hellman  and  Bourn  were  elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  quali- 
fied electors,  received  their  certificates  of  election  and  quali- 
fied and  participated  in  the  action  of  the  board,  they  were 
there  under  color  of  office  and  presumptively  entitled  to  the 
office.  They  were  de  facto  officers  in  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  ot  sl  de  jure  office,  and  as  such  their  acts,  while  they 
remained  such,  were  as  valid  and  binding  as  those  of  de  jure 
officers.  There  must  he  sl  de  jure  office  to  be  filled  before 
there  can  be  a  de  facto  officer.  If  the  former  exists,  and  the 
latter  holds  it  under  and  pursuant  to  a  regular  commission 
purporting  to  empower  him  to  act,  his  acts  in  such  office,  un- 
til his  right  thereto  is  judicially  determined,  the  law  holds 
upon  principles  of  policy  and  justice  to  be  valid  so  far  as 
they  involve  the  public  and  third  parties." 

An  officer  de  facto  is  defined  to  be  ''one  whose  acts,  though 
not  those  of  a  lawful  officer,  the  law,  upon  principles  of  policy 
and  justice,  will  hold  valid  so  far  as  they  involve  the  interests 
of  the  public  and  third  persons  where  the  duties  of  the 
office  were  exercised:  1.  •  •  •  2.  •  .  .  3 — ^under  color  of  a 
known  election  or  appointment,  void  because  the  officer  was 
not  eligible,  •  .  .  such  ineligibility  .  •  .  being  unknown  to  the 
public"     [state  v.  Carroll,  38  Conn.  449,  [9  Am.  Rep.  409].) 

We  think  the  principles  discussed  in  the  Heeht  case  apply 
here.  In  fact,  it  is,  as  we  have  seen,  so  expressly  declared  in 
People  V.  Simmons,  sxipra.  The  grand  jury  is  a  da  jure 
body  created  by  the  constitution.  (Const.,  art.  I,  sec.  8.)  One 
who,  having  been  regularly  summoned  and  impaneled  as  a 
grand  juror,  and  exercises  the  duties  thereof,  although 
thereafter  discovered  to  be  disqualified  by  reason  of  some 
provision  of  the  law,  serves  under  color  of  right,  and  "upon 
principles  of  policy  and  justice,"  his  acts  in  such  capacity 
should  not  be  held  either  to  invalidate  the  whole  juiy  or  any 
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proeeedings  had  by  it  in  TV'hich  he  participated.  Any  num- 
ber of  cases  can  be  found  to  the  point  that  where  a  grand 
jury  has  been  summoned  and  impaneled  as  required  by  law 
the  death  of  one  of  the  members  after  such  impanelment, 
thereby  reducing  the  number  below  that  required  by  the  stat- 
ute, does  not  render  invalid  the  jury  as  it  remains  nor  vitiate 
any  proceedings  properly  coming  before  it.  {People  v. 
Hunter,  54  Cal.  65.)  If  the  requisite  number,  having  been 
regularly  summoned,  is  sworn  or  impaneled  as  grand  jurors 
in  the  first  instance,  no  objection  as  to  number  can  be  urged 
questioning  the  validity  of  an  indictment  except  where  it 
may  appear  that  twelve  of  such  jurors  have  not  concurred  in 
finding  it.  Upon  this  point  it  is  our  conclusion  that  the  fact 
that  jurors  Nile  and  Hughes  may  not  have  been  assessed  on 
the  last  assessment-roll  of  the  county  on  property  belonging 
to  them  does  not  operate  to  invalidate  the  indictment.  The 
case  of  People  v.  Leonard,  106  Cal.  302,  [39  Pac.  617], 
is  not  an  authority  supporting  petitioner's  contention.  There 
the  question  was  whether  or  not,  when  impaneling  a  grand 
jury,  and  after  excuses  allowed  there  were  remaining  twenty 
jurors  from  whom  to  select  the  required  number,  two  of 
whom,  in  reply  to  questions  by  the  district  attorney,  declared 
they  were  not  assessed  on  the  last  assessment-roll  of  the 
county,  upon  the  excuse  of  such  jurors  by  the  court  after 
challenge  by  the  district  attorney,  and  the  ordering  of  a  spe- 
cial venire  for  two  persons  from  whom  to  complete  the  panel, 
was  the  proper  procedure  under  the  provisions  of  the  code 
upon  the  subject.  The  court  held  that  the  course  pursued 
was  regular  and  proper. 

The  third  and  last  point  relied  upon  is  that  the  indictment 
does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  public  offense. 

Without  passing  upon  the  question  of  whether  or  not  the 
indictment  might  in  some  respects  be  amenable  to  criticism 
under  either  a  general  or  special  demurrer,  it  may  be  said 
that  the  offense  charged  therein  is  sufficiently  set  forth  to 
withstand  attack  in  this  proceeding. 

The  purpose  of  the  remedy  here  sought  is,  like  that  afforded 
by  the  writ  of  habecu  corpus,  solely  to  determine  the  question 
of  jurisdiction,  and  consequently  the  principle  declared  upon 
a  similar  point  in  the  case  of  Ex  parte  Ruef,  on  habeas  cor* 
fus,  150  Cal.  665,  [89  Pac.  605],  is  pertinent  here.    In  that 
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case  the  court  says:  "On  habeas  corpus  the  inquiry  into  the 
sufficiency  of  an  indictment  is  limited.  We  think  the  true 
rule  is  that  where  an  indictment  purports  or  attempts  to 
state  an  offense  of  a  kind  of  which  the  court  assuming  to  pro- 
ceed has  jurisdiction,  the  question  whether  the  facts  charged 
are  sufficient  to  constitute  an  offense  of  that  kind  will  not  be 
examined  into  on  habeas  corpus.*^ 

The  indictment  here,  it  may  be  said,  certainly  makes  ''an 
attempt  to  state  an  offense/'  and  with  equal  certainly  fully 
meets  the  test,  so  far  as  a  proceeding  of  this  character  is  con- 
cerned, laid  down  in  the  Buef  case. 

A  large  array  of  authorities  is  cited  by  the  learned  counsel 
for  petitioner  in  the  discussion  of  the  numerous  points  grow- 
ing out  of  the  main  contention.  The  briefis  on  both  sides  are 
voluminous  and  able,  showing,  as  we  have  before  suggested, 
commendable  and  assiduous  industry,  but  it  would  only  com- 
pel unnecessary  prolixity  to  undertake  to  notice  all  the  points 
discussed,  many  of  which  only  collaterally  affect  the  principal 
question  in  dispute,  or  to  enter  upon  the  laborious  task  of  dis- 
tinguishing, as  can  without  difficulty  be  done,  the  many  cases 
offered  in  support  of  the  contention  of  petitioner,  from  the 
one  at  bar.  We  have  given  careful  attention  to  the  record, 
and  to  the  arguments,  oral  and  written,  and  find  no  reason 
for  entertaining  any  doubt  that  the  respondents  have  juris- 
diction to  try  petitioner  upon  the  charge  alleged  in  the  in- 
dictment. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons,  the  order  to  show  cause  will  be 
discharged,  and  the  application  for  peremptory  writ  of  pro- 
hibition denied. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 
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[Grim.  No.  67.    Seeona  Appellate  District— April  SO,  1907.] 

Ex  Parte  JULIA  A.  WOOD  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

•vAn  Bktobm  School — ^Iiifbopeb  Coichiticent  or  Adult — ^Habkas 
CklBPUs. — Onlj  minoTB  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen,  when 
found  to  be  ineorrigible,  can  be  committed  to  the  Whittier  State 
Befonn  SchooL  Where  an  adult  female  haa  been  committed 
thereto,  ac  being  ineorrigible^  she  must  be  discharged  upon  writ  of 
habeas  oorpm. 

APPLICATION  for  writ  of  haheoi  corpus  to  the  super- 
intendent of  the  State  Reform  SchooL 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Hugh  J.  Crawford,  for  Petitioner, 

J.  C.  North,  Deputy  District  Attorney  of  Los  Angeles 
County,  for  Respondent. 

SHAW,  J. — ^Application  made  by  Lawrence  D.  Wood  on 
behalf  of  his  daughter  Julia  A.  Wood  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpuSf  to  be  directed  to  the  superintendent  of  the  Whittier 
state  schooL 

On  March  16,  1907,  a  complaint  was  filed  in  the  superior 
eourt  of  Los  Angeles  county  by  one  A.  C.  Dodd,  wherein  it 
was  alleged  that  Julia  A.  Wood,  a  female,  was  a  minor  under 
the  age  of  eighteen  years ;  that  she  was  guilty  of  incorrigible 
conduct;  and  praying  that  she  be  committed  to  the  Whittier 
state  schooL  At  the  hearing,  had  on  the  day  of  filing  the  com- 
plaint, it  was  by  the  court  adjudged  that  said  Julia  A.  Wood 
was  an  incorrigible  under  subdivision  1  of  section  20  of  an 
act  of  the  legislature  of  California  entitled,  ''An  Act  to 
establish  a  State  Reform  School  for  juvenile  offenders,  and 
to  make  an  appropriation  therefor,"  approved  March  11, 
1889,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and  that  she  was  a 
fit  subject  for  commitment  to  said  school ;  and  thereupon  the 
court,  on  said  sixteenth  day  of  March,  1907,  made  an  order 
committing  her  to  said  Whittier  state  school  until  she  ar- 
rived at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
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Among  other  grounds  urged  in  support  of  the  issuance  of 
the  writ,  it  is  contended  that  said  Julia  A.  Wood  was  not  a 
minor  at  the  date  of  said  adjudication  and  commitment,  and 
hence  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  order  her  committed  to 
said  institution  as  an  incorrigible  under  subdivision  1  of  sec- 
tion 20  of  said  act,  which  is  as  follows :  ''It  shall  also  be  lawful 
for  the  said  board  of  trustees,  under  such  rules  as  they  may 
prescribe,  to  receive  into  the  care  and  guardianship  of  sai<l 
institution,  whenever  it  may  be  convenient  so  to  do,  minors 
between  the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen  years,  committed  to 
custody  in  any  of  the  following  modes :  1.  Miiiors  committed 
by  any  judge  of  a  Superior  Court  of  this  state  on  the  com- 
plaint, in  writing,  filed  and  due  proof  thereof  made  by  the 
parent  or  guardian  of  such  minor,  shov^ing  that  by  reason 
of  the  incorrigible  and  vicious  conduct  or  nature  of  such 
minor,  he  is  beyond  the  control  and  power  of  such  parent 
or  guardian,  and  that  from  a  regard  for  the  future  welfare 
of  such  minor  and  the  protection  of  society,  it  appears  that 
such  minor  should  be  placed  in  the  care  of  such  institution." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  it  is  only  minors  between  the  ages 
of  eight  and  eighteen  years  who  may  be  lawfully  received  un- 
der the  protecting  care  of  said  institution  by  said  board  of 
trustees,  with  the  further  provision  contained  in  subdivision 
1,  which  makes  it  applicable  to  minors  committed  as  therein 
provided.  Clearly,  the  court  had  no  right,  under  this  pro- 
vision, to  adjudge  said  Julia  A.  Wood  guilty  of  incorrigible 
conduct  and  commit  her  to  said  institution  unless  she  was  a 
minor.  Nor  did  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  institution  have 
any  power  to  receive  and  retain  her  in  custody,  unless  she  was 
at  the  time  of  such  commitment  "between  the  ages  of  eight  and 
eighteen  years."  It  appears  that  she  is  a  female  and  was 
born  on  March  17,  1889.  By  section  25  of  the  Civil  Code 
minors  are  defined  as:  '*1.  Males  under  twenty-one  years  of 
age;  2.  Females  under  eighteen  years  of  age."  And  section 
26  of  the  Civil  Code  provides  that  *'the  periods  specified  in 
the  preceding  section  (i.  e.,  section  25)  must  be  calculated 
from  the  first  minute  of  the  day  on  which  persons  are  born 
to  the  same  minute  of  the  corresponding  day  completing  the 
period  of  minority."  It  thus  conclusively  appears  that  the 
said  Julia  A,  Wood  completed  the  period  of  her  minority  at 
the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  day  of  March,  1907,  and 
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that  at  the  time  of  said  adjudication  and  commitment  ahe 
was  of  full  adult  age.    {Ganahl  ▼.  8oher  (Cal.),  5  Pac.  80.) 

The  respondent  has  presented  no  argument  nor  authority 
in  justification  of  the  action  of  the  court,  and  we  find  no  war- 
rant in  subdiyision  1  of  section  20,  under  which  the  proceed* 
ings  were  had,  authorizing  the  commitment  of  adults  to  any 
such  institution  upon  the  charge  that  they  are  guilty  of  in- 
corrigible conduct.  The  benefits  of  the  Whittier  state  school 
according  to  the  title  of  the  act  as  amended  in  1893,  were 
intended  for  juvenile  delinquents  only. 

This  conclusion  renders  it  unnecessary  to  pass  xiipon  the 
question  as  to  the  power  of  the  court  to  commit  her  for  a 
period  extending  three  years  beyond  the  time  when  she  ar- 
rived at  adult  age,  as  well  as  other  questions  presented  by 
the  petition. 

It  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  the  said  Julia  A.  Wood,  on 
behalf  of  whom  said  application  is  made,  be  discharged. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[(3t.    No.  S82.    Second  Appellate  Dietriet.— ^pril  80,  1007.] 

COMMERCIAL  BANK  OP  SANTA  ANA,  Respondent,  ▼• 
T.  A.  WELLS  and  J.  B.  WELLS,  Appellanta, 

Appeals — Ambiguous  IlNDicBTAinKe — ^Disicissal. — ^Where  the  notice  of 
appeal  waa  from  the  judgment  and  from  an  order  denjing  a  new 
trial,  and  the  onlj  undertaking  filed  ivas  eonditioned  to  ^'paj  all 
costs  and  damagei  which  maj  be  awarded  on  the  appeal  or  on  a 
dismissal  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,''  it  li  not 
possible  to  determine  which  appeal  is  referred  to  in  the  undertaking; 
and  it  is  so  ambiguous  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  if  none  had  been 
filed  and  both  appeals  must  be  dismissed. 

Id^-Lapsb  op  Tiici  TO  Appkal  raoM  Obdeb. — ^The  motion  of  appeal  haT- 
ing  referred  both  to  the  judgment  and  order,  each  of  which  was  ap- 
pealable, the  fkot  that  the  time  had  lapsed  for  taking  an  appeal 
from  the  order  is  of  no  consequence. 

I0^— Nxw  Undkbtajung  not  Pbbicissiblb. — ^To  permit  a  new  under- 
taking to  be  filed  would  be  in  eif  ect  to  permit  a  new  appeal  to  be 
perfected  after  the  time  fixed  bj  lawj  and  an  applicatioB  therefor 
I  be  denied. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


474  Commercial  Bank  v.  Wells.     [5  Cal.  App. 

MOTION  to  dismiss  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  of  Orange  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a 
new  trial,    Z.  B.  West,  Judge, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

J.  Marion  Brooks,  for  Appellants, 

E.  E.  Eeech,  for  Respondent. 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Motion  to  dismiss  appeals.  The  notice  of 
appeal  was  from  the  judgment  and  from  an  order  denying  a 
new  trial.  The  only  undertaking  filed  was  conditioned  to 
"pay  all  costs  and  damages  which  may  be  awarded  on  the  ap- 
peal or  on  a  dismissal  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  hundred 
dollars."  It  is  not  possible  to  determine  which  appeal  is 
referred  to  in  the  undertaking.  "It  is  so  ambiguous  that  it 
must  be  regarded  as  if  none  had  been  filed."  (People  v. 
Center,  61  Cal.  191 ;  Home  <&  Loan  Associates  ▼.  Wilkins,  71 
Cal.  626,  [12  Pac.  799].)  The  fact  that  the  time  had  elapsed 
within  which  one  of  the  appeals  should  be  taken  is  of  no  conse- 
quence. The  notice  referred  to  the  judgment  and  order,  both 
of  which  were  appealable.  A  different  rule  applies  when  the 
notice  relates  to  a  nonappealable  order.  {Wadleigh  ▼. 
Phelps,  147  Cal.  140,  [81  Pac.  418].) 

The  application  to  file  a  new  undertaking  must  be  denied. 
**To  allow  a  new  one  to  be  filed  would  be,  in  effect,  to  permit 
a  new  appeal  to  be  perfected  after  the  time  fixed  by  law." 
(Home  &  Loan  Associates  v.  Wilkins,  71  CaL  626,  [12  Pac. 
799].) 

Application  to  file  undertaking  is  denied  and  the  appeals 
dismissed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J,  concur. 
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[dr.    No.  S08.    Third  Appellate  District.— April  SO,  1907.1 
ANNIE  B,  TEICH,  Appellant,  v.  S.  ARMS,  Respondent. 

Unlawtdl  Dstaind—Estoppkl  or  Lessiev— Bight  to  Show  Termtna- 
flOW  OF  Lkssob's  Title. — ^Though  in  an  aetion  of  unlawful  detainer 
the  lessee  is  estopped  from  denying  the  title  of  the  lessor,  as  it  stood 
when  the  lease  was  executed,  he  is  not  estopped  to  show  that  the 
title  of  the  lessor  has  expired  or  has  been  extinguished,  or  has  been 
Alienated  from  him  bj  operation  of  law. 

Id. — Sale  to  State  fob  Taxes — ^Failure  of  Redemption — ^Tftle  from 
State — ^Attornment  bt  Tenant. — ^Where  the  land  leased  was  sold 
to  the  state  for  taxes,  and  the  right  of  the  lessor  to  redeem  after  the 
cxeeution  of  a  deed  to  the  state  was  foreclosed  by  the  state's  eon- 
▼eyanee  of  the  title  to  another  owner,  such  owner  has  the  right  te 
feceire  the  rents,  and  it  ia  the  duty  of  the  tenant  to  attorn  to  the 


APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Ma- 
dera County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  H« 
C.  Qesford,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

S.  h.  Strother,  and  M.  K  Harris,  for  Appellant 

Defendant  having  gone  into  possession  under  the  lease, 
he  cannot  dispute  the  lessor's  title  or  attorn  to  a  stranger 
to  the  lease.  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  1948;  Thompson  v.  Pioche, 
44  Cal.  508;  Douglas  v.  Fulda,  45  Cal.  592;  McKissick  v. 
Ashby,  98  Cal.  422,  33  Pac.  729 ;  Gear  on  Landlord  and  Ten- 
ant,  p.  687;  12  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  1st  ed.,  pp.  697- 
701;  Freeman  v.  Ogden,  40  N.  Y.  105;  Smith  v.  Oranbery, 
39  Ga.  381,  99  Am.  Dec.  464;  O'Donnell  v.  Mclntyre,  118 
N.  Y.  156,  23  N.  E.  455;  Austin  v.  Aheaime,  61  N.  Y.  6; 
Sperling  v.  Isaacs,  13  Daly  (N.  Y.),  275;  Lindley  v.  Dakin^ 
13  Ind.  6;  Williams  v.  McMichael,  64  Ga.  445;  Elliott  v. 
Dycke,  78  Ala.  150 ;  Thompson  v.  Felton,  54  Cal.  547 ;  Betram 
▼.  Cook,  32  Mich.  518;  Steinhouser  v.  Kuhn^  50  Mich.  367, 
15  N.  W.  513.)  In  an  action  of  unlawful  detainer,  the  ques- 
tion of  title  is  not  involved,  and  cannot  be  raised.  (Code 
Civ.  Proc.|  sec  1161,  subd.  2;  Mason  v.  Wolff,  40  CaL  250; 
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Felton  V.  Millard,  81  Cal.  540,  21  Pac.  534,  22  Pac.  750; 
Bostwick  V.  Mahoney,  73  Cal.  238,  14  Pae.  832;  Knowles  v. 
Murphy,  107  Cal.  107,  40  Pac.  111.) 

F.  A.  Fee,  and  Frank  H.  Short,  for  Bespondent 

It  IS  conceded  that  a  tenant  cannot  dispute  the  title  of 
the  landlord  while  it  continues ;  yet  he  is  not  estopped  to  show 
that  the  title  under  which  he  entered  has  expired  or  has  been 
extinguished.  {Jackson  ▼.  Rowland,  6  Wend.  667,  22  Am. 
Dec.  557;  8  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  2d  ed.,  p.  442;  Hoag 
▼.  Hoag,  85  N.  T.  471;  McDevitt  v.  Sullivan,  8  Cal.  593; 
Tewksbury  ▼.  Magraff,  33  Cal.  237 ;  2  Qreenleaf  on  Evidence, 
253;  Beitiaon  y.  Budd,  17  Ark.  546,  65  Am.  Dec.  442;  Frank- 
Un  County  Orammar  School  y.  Bailey,  62  Yt  467,  20  AtL 
820, 10  L.  E.  A.  405;  Stout  v.  MerriU,  35  Iowa,  47.)  Where 
title  has  passed  to  the  state,  for  delinquent  taxes,  the  tenant, 
under  a  purchase  of  the  title,  may  protect  himself  from  con- 
viction* {Waggoner  v.  McLaughlin,  33  Ark.  195.)  The  suc- 
cessor in  interest  of  the  title  of  the  lessor  is  not  a  stranger 
to  the  lease,  but  is  entitled  to  recover  the  rents,  and  becomes 
the  true  landlord  to  whom  the  tenant  must  attorn  if  he  has 
notice  of  his  title.  (Civ.  Code,  sees.  84,  1111;  Taylor  on 
Landlord  and  Tenant,  439 ;  McDonald  v.  Hanlon,  79  Cal.  442, 
21  Pac.  861;  Harris  v.  Foster,  97  Cal.  294,  33  Am.  St  Eep. 
187,  32  Pac.  246;  Drey  fas  v.  Hirt,  82  Cal.  621,  23  Pac.  193; 
McDonough  y.  Starbird,  105  Cal.  19,  38  Pae.  510.) 

BURNETT,  J.— This  is  an  ordinary  action  for  unlawful 
detainer.  The  complaint  alleges  the  execution  of  a  written 
lease  for  one  year  from  August  1,  1904,  for  the  monthly  ren- 
tal of  $35,  payable  on  the  first  of  each  month ;  that  defendant 
entered  into  the  occupation  and  possession  of  the  premises; 
that  on  January  16, 1905,  a  demand  in  writing  was  made  up- 
on defendant  to  pay  $175,  the  amount  of  rent  unpaid,  or  sur- 
render possession  within  three  days;  that  defendant  refused 
to  do  either,  and  the  prayer  is  for  the  rent  due  and  for  dam* 
ages. 

The  answer  sets  up  as  a  defense  that  on  June  26,  1897,  the 
properly  was  sold  to  the  state  for  delinquent  taxes,  and  June 
24, 1903,  the  deed  was  regularly  made  to  the  state ;  that  there- 
after, on  August  6, 1904,  the  property  was  sold  and  conveyed 
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to  the  San  Jose  Safe  Deposit  Bank  of  Savings,  and  that  there- 
upon said  bank  entered  into  possession  and  leased  and  hired 
the  premises  to  defendant,  and  on  or  about  the  fifteenth  day 
of  August,  defendant  entered  into  possession  as  the  tenant 
and  lessee  of  said  bank  and  has  eontinued  as  such  and  has 
paid  to  the  bank  all  the  rent  due. 

The  judgment  was  for  defendant  The  plaintiff  brings 
the  appeal  from  the  judgment  and  order  denying  her  motion 
for  a  new  triaL 

Appellant  admits  the  regularity  and  validity  of  the  tax 
proceedings,  and  does  not  question  the  sufficiency  of  the  con- 
veyance to  the  state  and  to  the  bank.  The  only  controversy, 
she  says,  is  as  to  the  effect  of  the  deeds  upon  the  relation  to 
each  other  of  plaintiff  and  defendant. 

The  vital  question  is,  Was  the  transaction  set  up  in  the 
answer  sufficient  in  law  to  destroy  the  relation  of  landlord 
and  tenant  between  the  parties  to  this  action  and  absolve  de- 
fendant from  any  liability  to  pay  rent  to  plaintiff!  The 
question  was  presented  to  the  trial  court  when  defendant 
offered  in  evidence  the  deed  from  the  state  to  the  bank.  The 
objection  was  made  that  ^'said  deed  is  incompetent,  irrelevant 
and  immaterial  in  this  case  on  the  ground  that  a  tenant  in 
possession  could  not  dispute  his  landlord's  title  or  attorn  to 
a  stranger;  that  the  said  deed  constituted  no  defense  to  this 
action.'* 

At  the  outset  it  is  contended  by  appellant  that  the  ques- 
tion of  title  is  foreign  to  the  issue  in  unlawful  detainer.  As 
a  general  proposition  this  is  undoubtedly  true.  It  is  alwayi 
true  when  we  limit  it  to  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  at  the  time 
of  the  execution  of  the  lease.  This  follows  from  the  nature  of 
the  action.  The  question  at  issue  is  not  title,  but  the  right 
to  the  possession;  hence  evidence  of  title  could  only  be  re- 
ceived as  showing  the  right  to  the  possession  of  the  property, 
and  this  evidence  could  not  be  directed  to  the  time  of  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  lease,  for  the  simple  reason  that  on  well-known 
principles  of  equity,  the  defendant,  having  entered  into  the 
possession  of  the  property  by  virtue  of  his  recognition  of 
plaintiff's  title,  is  estopped  from  thereafter  denying  it 

In  Mason  v.  Wolff,  40  CaL  250,  the  court,  speaking  through 
Mr.  Justice  Temple,  said:  ''Here  the  question  of  title  is  not 
involved  and  cannot  be  raised.    In  %  eertain  sense  the  suit 
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is  brought  upon  the  lease,  and  the  consequence  of  entering 
into  that  contract  can  only  be  avoided  by  showing  some  fraud 
or  mistake  which  would  have  been  sufficient  to  set  aside  the 
lease  itself."  In  that  case,  it  will  be  observed,  the  errors 
reviewed  consisted  in  the  improper  admission  of  evidence 
which  did  not  affect  the  validity  of  plaintiff's  title,  but 
it  is  obvious  the  rule  stated  by  the  court,  in  its  general  ap- 
plication, is  correct 

To  the  same  effect  are  Bostwick  v.  Mahoneyf  73  CaL  239, 
[14  Pac.  832],  Felton  v.  MUUrd,  81  Cal.  541,  [21  Pac.  534, 
22  Pac.  750],  and  Knowles  v.  Murphy,  107  Cal.  113,  [40  Pac. 
Ill],  where,  through  Mr.  Justice  Harrison,  it  is  declared  as 
follows:  ''It  was  immaterial  for  the  purposes  of  this  action 
whether  the  deed  from  the  defendants  to  Salor  was  absolute 
or  by  way  of  mortgage.  The  question  of  title  was  not  in- 
volved and  the  defendants  could  not  avoid  the  obligations 
assumed  by  them  by  reason  of  the  lease  by  showing  that  Salor 
did  not  have  the  title  of  the  premises  which  he  demised  to 
them." 

In  all  the  foregoing  cases  the  title  considered  was  the  title  at 
the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  lease,  and  the  doctrine  an- 
nounced is  not  only  correct  on  principle  but  it  accords  with 
all  the  authorities.  But  defendant  is  not  estopped  from  con- 
tending that  since  the  execution  of  the  lease  the  title  of  plain- 
tiff has  been  extinguished ;  and  such  evidence  may  be  material 
as  tending  to  show  that  plaintiff,  since  the  transaction  with 
defendant,  has  lost  the  right  to  the  possession  of  the  premises 
and  that  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  no  longer  exists 
between  the  parties.    The  authorities  so  hold. 

In  Jackson  v.  Rowland,  6  Wend.  670,  [22  Am.  Dec.  557], 
the  supreme  court  of  New  York  said:  "A  tenant  cannot 
dispute  the  title  of  the  landlord  so  long  as  it  remains  as  it 
was  at  the  time  the  tenancy  commenced,  but  he  may  show 
that  the  title  under  which  he  entered  has  expired  or  has  been 
extinguished/^ 

Greenleaf  declares  the  same  rule:  **The  tenant  may  always 
show  that  his  landlord's  title  has  expired  or  that  he  has  sold 
his  interest  in  the  premises  or  that  it  is  alienated  from  him  by 
judgment  and  operation  of  law."  (2  Greenleaf  on  Evidence, 
253.) 
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Our  own  courts  have  so  decided.  In  McDeviii  y.  Sullivan^ 
8  Cal.  596,  it  is  said:  ''Although  as  a  general  rule  a  tenant 
cannot  dispute  his  landlord's  title,  he  may  show  that  it  has 
terminated,"  citing  Chitty  on  Contracts,  page  296. 

In  Wheelock  v,  Warschauer,  21  Cal.  317,  again  it  is  de- 
clared: ''The  right  to  maintain  the  action  depends  upon  the 
existence  of  a  tenancy,  and  a  tenancy  once  created  is  presumed 
to  continue  so  long  as  the  tenant  remains  in  possession.  This 
presumption  may  be  rebutted,  however,  for  the  rule  which 
estops  a  tenant  from  disputing  the  title  of  his  landlord  does 
not  preclude  him  from  showing  that  the  tenancy  has  been  de- 
termined." 

And  in  Tewkshury  ▼.  Magraff,  33  Cal.  244,  Mr.  Justice 
Sanderson,  speaking  for  the  court,  reaches  the  same  conclu- 
sion: "Whether  a  tenant  can  dispute  his  landlord's  title  de- 
pends upon  a  variety  of  circumstances.  .  .  .  One  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule  is,  where  the  tenant  has  been  ousted 
by  title  paramount  he  may  plead  it;  also  that  the  landlord's 
title  has  ceased  or  become  extinguished.'* 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  defendant  did  not  question  the  title 
under  which  he  entered.  He  did  not  dispute  plaintiff's  pos- 
session or  right  to  the  possession  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  lease.  The  effect  of  the  deed  to  the  bank  was  to  extin- 
guish plaintiff's  title  and  right  of  possession,  and  since  it  did 
not  become  operative  until  after  the  creation  of  defendant's 
tenancy  it  was  admissible  under  the  authorities  cited.  By  the 
recitals  of  the  deed  it  appears  that  before  the  execution  of  the 
lease  the  property  had  been  sold  to  the  state;  but  the  evidence 
was  not  offered  nor  received  for  the  purpose  of  attacking 
plaintiff's  title  at  the  time  she  leased  to  defendant  On  the 
contrary,  this  deed  shows  that  the  state  simply  held  the  prop- 
erty for  security  with  the  right  of  possession  and  redemption 
in  plaintiff  until  the  deed  was  executed  to  the  bank  some  days 
after  defendant  went  into  possession.  Section  3817,  Political 
Code,  as  it  now  stands,  provides  that:  "In  all  cases  where  real 
estate  has  been  sold  or  may  hereafter  be  sold  for  delinquent 
taxes  to  the  state,  and  the  state  has  not  disposed  of  the  same, 
the  person  whose  estate  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be  sold, 
his  heirs,  executors,  administrators  or  other  successors  in  in- 
terest shall  at  any  time  after  the  same  has  been  sold  to  the 
state  and  before  the  state  shall  have  disposed  of  the  same 


Digitized  by 


Google 


480  Tbich  v.  Abms.  [5  CaL  App. 

have  the  right  to  redeem  such  real  estate/'  etc.  At  the  time 
of  the  lease,  therefore,  the  plaintiff  wai  in  possession  of  the 
land;  she  had  a  right  to  the  possession  and  the  right  to  re- 
deem. That  included  the  title  as  far  as  involved  in  the  trans- 
action between  plaintiff  and  defendant  When,  however, 
the  state  ''disposed  of  the  same"  on  August  6th  the  right  to 
redeem  was  foreclosed,  the  right  of  plaintiff  to  remain  in  pos- 
session no  longer  existed,  plaintiff's  title  was  completely  ex- 
tinguished and  the  whole  interest  was  conveyed  to  the  bank. 

In  the  American  and  English  Encyclopedia  of  Law,  volume 
27,  page  982,  we  find  the  general  doctrine  announced  as  fol- 
lows: ''The  general  rule  is  that  until  the  expiration  of  the 
time  for  redemption  and  the  execution  and  delivery  of  a  deed 
the  title  to  the  land  sold  for  the  taxes  remains  with  the  or- 
iginal owner  and  the  purchaser  acquires  only  a  lien  for  the 
amount  of  his  bid  with  interest,  etc.  The  purchaser  is  not 
entitled  to  possession  or  to  rents  and  profits;  but  after  the 
execution  of  the  deed  the  grantee  is  vested  under  the  statutes 
in  most  jurisdictions  with  an  interest  in  fee  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  prior  interests  and  encumbrances." 

The  deed  to  the  bank  undoubtedly  vested  in  it  the  entire 
estate  in  and  to  the  property.  The  covenant  to  pay  rent  runs 
with  the  land.  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  1463.)  By  virtue  of  the  con- 
veyance from  the  state  the  bank  became  entitled  to  the  rent 
accruing  after  said  conveyance  and  could  have  maintained 
an  action  therefor.  The  rule  was  different  at  common  law. 
In  Taylor's  Landlord  and  Tenant  it  is  stated  as  follows:  "No 
person  can  take  advantage  of  a  covenant  or  condition  except 
he  be  a  party  or  privy  thereto ;  consequently  the  assignee  of 
the  reversion  could  at  common  law  neither  sue  nor  be  sued 
upon  covenants  contained  in  a  demise,  whether  such  demise 
were  for  life  or  for  years.  .  .  ,  The  principle  seems  to 
have  followed  from  that  provision  of  the  feudal  law  which 
prevented  a  lord  from  transferring  his  seigniory  without  the 
consent  of  his  vassal  .  .  •  But  as  experience  showed  that 
property  best  answers  the  purposes  of  civil  life  when  the 
transfer  and  circulation  are  free,  this  restraint  upon  aliena- 
tion was  gradually  removed  by  the  English  statutes,  partic- 
ularly by  32  Henry  VIII,  C.  34.  ...  By  it  the  privity  of 
contract,  together  with  the  privity  of  estate,  was  transferred 
to  the  assignee  of  the  reversion  ^  who  then  stood,  with  regard 
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to  a  tenant,  in  the  same  position  ai  the  lessor  did  before  he 
parted  with  the  reversion/' 

We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  cognate  proposi- 
tion stated  hj  appellant  that  the  bank  is  a  *' stranger,"  and 
therefore  the  attempted  attornment  to  it  by  defendant  was 
void.  Section  1948  of  the  Civil  Code  is  cited,  which  provides 
that:  ''The  attornment  of  a  tenant  to  a  stranger  is  void,  un- 
less it  is  made  with  the  consent  of  the  landlord,  or  in  conse- 
quence of  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction." 
Whatever  the  scope  of  the  section,  we  think  it  does  not  apply 
to  the  facts  of  this  case.  The  bank  is  in  sufScient  privity 
with  plaintiff  in  regard  to  the  title  as  not  to  be  a  ''stranger" 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  statute.  We  can  see  in  prin- 
ciple no  difference  between  the  facts  here  and  where  the  land- 
lord has  himself  conveyed  all  of  his  interest  to  a  third  party. 
In  such  a  contingency  no  question  could  be  raised  as  to  the 
right  of  attornment  to  the  grantee.  Section  821  of  the  Civil 
Code  is  applicable  here  as  it  would  be  in  case  the  plaintiff 
had  directly  conveyed  the  land  to  the  bank,  and  it  provides 
that:  "A  person  to  whom  any  real  property  is  transferred 
or  devised,  upon  which  rent  has  been  reserved  or  to  whom 
any  such  rent  has  been  transferred  is  entitled  to  the  same 
remedies  for  recovery  of  rent  ...  as  his  grantor  or  de- 
visor might  have  had."  And  for  the  protection  of  the  ten- 
ant it  is  provided  in  section  1111,  Civil  Code,  that:  "Grants 
of  rents  or  reversions  or  of  remainders  are  good  and  effectual 
without  attornments  of  the  tenants;  but  no  tenant  who  be- 
fore notice  of  the  grant  shall  have  paid  rent  to  the  grantor 
must  suffer  any  damage  thereby." 

In  McDonald  v.  Hardon,  79  Cal.  442,  [21  Pac.  861],  it  is 
held  that  "while  real  property  is  occupied  by  a  tenant  from 
month  to  month,  where  the  owner  makes  a  lease  in  praesenti 
to  a  third  person  for  five  years,  such  other  person  may  with- 
out entering  into  possession  and  without  attornment  to  him 
change  the  terms  of  the  tenancy  and  upon  nonpayment  of  the 
increased  rent  may  maintain  an  action  of  unlawful  detainer." 
(See,  also,  Dreyfus  v.  Hirt,  82  Cal.  621,  [23  Pac.  193] ;  Jfc- 
Donough  v.  Starbird,  105  Cal.  19,  [38  Pac.  510] ;  FrankUn 
V.  Palmer,  50  111.  200.) 

We  have  examined  all  the  cases  in  other  jurisdictions  cited 
1^  appellant  Some  support  her  contention  while  others  are 
6  OaL  App.-^1 
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opposed  to  it.    We  think  the  law  in  this  state  was  properly 
determined  by  the  court  below. 
The  judgment  and  order  are  afBlrmed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.  No.  880.    Second  Appellate  District.—May    t,  1907.] 

THOMAS  HIGGINS,  Petitioner,  v.  C.  G.  KEYES  et  al.,  Re- 
spondents. 

IClOHANIOS'   LiBNS — PORECLOSURB — MONET    DUE    CJONTRACTOB — DEPOSIT 

BY  Owner  to  Abide  Judgment — AppeaJj — Stay  Bond — Mandamus. 
In  a  consolidated  mechanics'  lien  suit  for  foreclosure  of  liens  against 
the  owner  of  the  property  and  the  contractors,  where  the  owner  de- 
posits in  court  the  amount  due  to  the  contractors  to  abide  the 
judgment  therein,  and  to  be  applied  in  satisfaction  thereof  as  the 
court  maj  direct,  the  deposit  must  be  construed  to  refer  to  the 
judgment  ilnallj  rendered;  and  where  an  appeal  is  taken  by  the 
owner,  upon  a  staj  bond,  he  is  not  entitled,  pending  the  appeal,  to  a 
writ  of  mandate  to  compel  a  return  of  the  deposit,  in  the  absence 
of  an  order  of  the  court  to  that  effect  and  a  refusal  to  obey  it  by 
the  custodian  of  the  money. 

PETITION  for  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  the  return  of 
money  deposited  in  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  Angeles  County 
to  abide  judgment  therein. 

Respondent  C.  B.  Keyes  is  County  Clerk  of  Los  Angeles 
County.    Further  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Gray,  Barker  &  Bowen,  and  R.  L.  Horton,  for  Petitioner. 

J.  D.  Fredericks,  District  Attorney,  Hartley  Shaw,  Deputy 
District  Attorney,  and  Charles  L.  Batcheller,  for  Respond- 
ents. 

TAGGART,  J.— Petition  for  a  writ  of  mandate.  Peti- 
tioner  is  the  defendant  owner  in  a  consolidated  mechanics' 
lien  foreclosure  proceeding  brought  by  the  Los  Angeles 
Pressed  Brick  Company  et  aL,  against  petitioner  and  AlpeteTi 
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Hall  &  Alpeter,  contractors,  in  the  superior  court  of  Los  An- 
geles county. 

The  findings  in  that  case  recite  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  trial  in  said  proceeding  petitioner  '' deposited  in  court 
the  sum  of  $18,617.99  to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  court  in 
these  causes  and  to  be  applied  in  satisfaction  of  such  judg- 
ment as  the  court  may  direct/'  Judgment  was  rendered  in 
favor  of  said  contractors  against  petitioner  for  the  sum  of 
$15,993.24  with  interest;  for  personal  judgments  in  various 
sums  in  favor  of  several  of  the  lien  claimants  against  the  con- 
tractors; for  liens  in  favor  of  two  of  said  claimants  against 
the  property  of  petitioner  to  secure  the  payment  of  their 
claims;  and  in  favor  of  petitioner  against  both  the  lien  and 
claim  of  one  of  the  claimants.  The  judgment  directs  the 
clerk  to  pay  from  the  $18,617.99  deposited  by  petitioner  the 
attorneys'  fees  of  the  two  claimants  whose  liens  were  declared 
valid,  and  to  distribute  and  apply  the  $15,993.24  awarded  to 
the  contractors  to  the  pa3mient,  first,  of  the  two  claims  which 
were  held  to  constitute  liens  against  the  premises,  and  next, 
pro  rata  of  the  claims  of  the  other  claimants  who  recovered 
judgments  against  the  contractors. 

Petitioner  appealed  from  the  judgment  and  two  adverse 
orders  of  the  trial  court,  and  filed  an  undertaking  on  such  ap- 
peals. The  conditions  of  the  undertaking  and  obligations  of 
the  sureties  covered  the  costs  on  the  three  several  appeals,  a 
stay  of  execution  from  a  money  judgment  in  the  sum  awarded 
in  favor  of  the  contractors  and  against  petitioner,  and  $1,000 
— ^fixed  by  the  judge  of  the  court  as  the  value  of  the  use  and 
occupation  of  the  premises  involved  pending  the  appeal. 

Demand  was  made  upon  the  respondents  and  each  of  them, 
by  petitioner,  for  a  return  of  the  money  deposited  by  him, 
which  demands  were  refused;  whereupon  he  made  application 
to  the  superior  court  for  an  order  requiring  the  clerk  to  pay 
said  fund  to  him,  said  petitioner.  This  application  was  denied 
without  prejudice  and  this  court  is  asked  to  issue  its  writ  of 
mandate  commanding  the  respondents  to  pay  over  said  fund 
to  petitioner. 

The  fund  so  asked  to  be  returned  was  ''deposited  in  court'' 
and  therefore  paid  to  the  clerk  as  an  ofi&cer  of  the  court  and 
not  as  an  individual.  If  it  was  paid  to  him  as  an  individual, 
the  proceeding  here  begun  is  not  the  proper  one  for  iti  re- 
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covery.  The  money,  however,  as  stated  in  the  findings,  was 
"deposited  in  court,"  and  remains  subject  to  the  order  of 
the  court  whether  in  the  hands  of  the  clerk  or  the  treasurer. 
When  the  money  was  delivered  to  the  clerk  it  was  his  duty, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  law  (Code  Civ.  Proc.,  sec.  2104) 
or  by  a  conditional  order  of  the  court  (sec.  673),  to  pay  it 
over  to  the  treasurer.  Under  the  latter  section  it  was  prob- 
ably competent  for  the  court  to  have  made  a  different  order 
for  its  custody,  but  in  the  absence  of  such  order  the  proper 
place  for  it  was  in  the  county  treasurer's  hands;  and  no  such 
special  or  different  order  was  made  in  the  case. 

It  is  not  to  be  distinguished  from  any  other  deposit  in  court 
**to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  court*'  The  **  judgment,"  un- 
der such  circumstances,  has  always  been  construed  to  mean 
the  final  judgment,  and  there  is  no  final  judgment  in  an  ac- 
tion while  an  appeal  is  pending.  The  judgment  rendered  by 
the  superior  court  is  not  to  be  considered  in  this  connection, 
and  the  condition  of  the  deposit  has  not  been  complied  with. 
The  deposit  "to  abide  the  judgment  of  the  court"  must  have 
read  into  it  "the  Supreme  Court." 

If  it  be  conceded  that  this  is  a  special  deposit  under  limited 
instructions,  and  the  judgment  of  the  superior  court  is  "the 
judgment,"  the  rendition  of  which  the  deposit  was  to  abide 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  which  the  fund  was  to  be  applied 
"as  the  court  may  direct,"  then  this  contract  may  be  enforced 
whatever  the  character  or  injustice  of  that  judgment  We 
cannot  read  into  the  contract  the  clause,  "if  rendered  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  depositor,"  and  if  such  a  strict  construc- 
tion as  petitioner  contends  for  be  given  to  the  contract  of 
deposit,  we  would  be  compelled  to  hold  that  the  fund  be  ap- 
plied as  directed  by  the  superior  court  regardless  of  peti- 
tioner's appeal 

Neither  do  we  think  it  proper  or  competent  for  this  court 
to  consider  and  determine  the  questions  which  are  directly  in- 
volved in  petitioner's  appeal  to  the  supreme  court.  There  be- 
ing other  sufficient  grounds  upon  which  this  court's  action  can 
be  based,  we  do  not  think  it  necessary  for  us  to  express  any 
opinion  as  to  whether  or  not  the  judgment  of  the  superior 
court  is  void  as  contended  by  petitioner. 

The  fund  is  in  the  custody  of  the  court  for  a  specified  pur- 
pose^ and  while  the  county  treasurer  holda  the  corpus  of  the 
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fund,  he  does  so  merely  as  custodian  for  the  court,  and  cannot 
be  compelled  to  pay  the  money  to  anyone  except  on  the  or- 
der of  the  court  holding  the  deposit.  Until  such  an  order 
has  been  made  there  is  no  duty  imposed  upon  either  the  clerk 
or  treasurer  to  pay  out  the  money.  Until  he  has  refused  to 
obey  such  an  order  properly  made  the  treasurer  has  not  re- 
fused to  perform  any  act  in  connection  with  the  fund  so  de- 
posited with  him  that  is  specifically  enjoined  upon  him  as  a 
duty  resulting  from  his  o£Sce,  trust  or  station.  (Code  Civ. 
Proe.,  sec  1085.) 

Allen,  P.  J.y  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 


[C9t.    Ko.  86i.    Third  AppeDate  District.— May  1,  1907.] 

J.  W.  PEESTON,  Respondent,  ▼.   MAURICE   HIRSCH, 

Appellant. 

Action  to  Quikt  Title — Evidencs — ^United  States  Patent— Bboobo 
OP  CsBTiriED  Copt — Becordeb's  Gopt. — In  an  action  to  quiet  title, 
where  plaintiff  deraigne  title  under  a  patent  from  the  United  States, 
a  eopy  of  which,  certified  bj  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  was  recorded  in  the  proper  county,  the  record  of  such  copj 
has,  under  section  1160  of  the  Civil  Code,  prima  facie,  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  the  original  for  title  or  for  eyidence  "until  the  origi- 
nal letters  patent  be  recorded,"  and  under  section  1833  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  the  copy  of  such  record  certified  bj  the 
recording  officer  is  prima  facie  evidence. 

Id. — Tax  Title — Objections  to  Evidengs— Besbbyation  op  Rulings  bt 
Court — ^Beasons  not  Stated. — ^Where  the  defendant  relied  upon  • 
tax  title  derived  from  the  state,  objections  to  the  introduction  of 
which  were  formally  stated,  and  the  defendant  had  full  opportunity 
to  answer  them,  and  rulings  thereupon  were  reserved  with  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties,  it  cannot  be  held  that  the  defendant  was  preju- 
diced bj  the  final  ruling  excluding  the  title  without  stating  the 
reasons  for  such  ruling. 

iDrf— Invalid  Certificate  op  Sale — Failure  to  Recite  Years  op  As- 
sessment—Void Deed. — ^Under  section  3776  of  the  Political  Code 
requiring  a  certificate  of  sale  bj  a  tax  collector  to  the  state  for 
delinquent  assessment  to  recite  the  year  of  the  assessment,  a  cer- 
tificate which  recites  that  the  property  was  assessed  in  the  jear  18 — 
is  Toid  and  a  deed  issued  thereunder  to  tha  state  conveyed  no  title. 
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Id. — ^Becital  of  Year  in  Caption. — The  reeital  of  the  year  in  the  cap- 
tion of  the  certificate  is  immateriaL  The  caption  is  no  part  of  the 
eertificate  to  which  the  tax  collector  certified,  and  cannot  be  referred 
to  in  aid  of  the  eertificate  in  a  matter  required  by  the  statute  to 
appear  therein. 

In. — Pboceedings  on  Tax  Bale  in  Invitum — Stbiot  Pubsuit  of  Stat- 
utes.— ^Proceedings  on  tax  sale  are  in  invitwn,  and  to  be  valid  must 
be  strioti  juris.  The  power  exercised  is  purely  statutory,  and  the 
steps  directed  by  the  statute  must  be  strictly  pursued. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Men- 
docino County.    J.  Q.  White,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courL 

J.  L.  McNab,  for  Appellant. 

J.  W.  Preston,  for  Respondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J.— Action  to  quiet  title.  Plaintiff  had 
judgment,  from  which  defendant  appeals  on  bill  of  exceptions. 

Plaintiff  deraigns  title  from  the  government  by  patent  to 
his  immediate  predecessor  and  a  deed  from  the  patentee  to 
him.  Appellant  relies  wholly  upon  his  tax  title.  The  levy 
was  made  for  the  year  1890-91.  It  was  stipulated  by  counsel 
for  plaintiff  that  the  assessment,  for  which  the  attempted  sale 
was  made,  was  regular,  and  that  all  proceedings  in  relation  to 
the  delinquent  tax  list  were  duly  and  regularly  done  and 
made,  and  also  all  proceedings  in  regard  to  said  levy,  assess- 
ments and  delinquency  were  regular  up  to  the  time  of  the  is- 
suance of  the  tax  collector's  certificate  of  sale  of  the  same. 
Defendant  thereupon  offered  in  evidence  the  following  records 
in  the  order  named:  1.  The  tax  collector's  certificate  of  sale 
to  the  state;  2.  His  deed  to  the  state;  3.  The  controller's 
notice  to  the  tax  collector  directing  the  sale  of  the  property 
at  auction;  4.  Affidavit  of  publication  of  controller's  notice; 
5.  The  deed  by  the  tax  collector  to  defendant.  Plaintiff  ob- 
jected to  the  certificate  of  sale  as  irrelevant,  incompetent  and 
immaterial  because  not  a  certificate  under  the  law.  Particu- 
larly it  was  objected  that  no  money  was  paid  by  anyone  at 
the  sale  or  at  the  date  of  the  sale  as  required  by  section  3776 
of  the  Political  Code  as  it  read  in  1890  and  1891;  also,  that 
the  certificate  does  not  state  the  year  of  the  asaeasmfinL  but 
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leaves  the  date  blank,  as  it  reads :  ''Said  property  was  assessed 
in  the  year  18 — ,  ...  to  T.  Bamhart/'  ete.,  also,  that  the 
law  thea  in  force  did  not  provide  for  the  payment  of  any 
money  and  no  money  was  paid,  and  hence  no  valid  certificate 
could  be  made  because  the  prerequisite  facts  as  contained  in 
the  statute  were  not  and  could  not  be  complied  with.  It  was 
agreed  ''between  the  court  and  counsel  that  the  final  admis- 
sibility of  said  certificate  should  be  argued  in  briefs  to  be 
submitted  in  court,"  and  the  evidence  went  in  subject  to  the 
future  ruling  of  the  court.  Defendant  next  offered  in  evi- 
dence the  tax  collector's  deed.  Plaintiff  objected  to  its  in- 
troduction on  the  grounds:  1.  That  it  had  not  been  shown 
either  by  the  deed  or  other  evidence  that  the  thirty  days' 
notice  required  to  be  given  by  the  purchaser  to  the  party 
on  whose  land  the  taxes  have  been  assessed,  as  required  by 
section  3785  of  the  Political  Code  as  amended  in  1891,  has 
been  given ;  2.  That  no  proof  has  been  made  that  any  notice 
of  any  kind  has  been  served  as  required  by  said  section  3785 ; 
3.  That  the  deed  does  not  recite  what  the  certificate  of  sale 
recites  as  to  the  time  when  the  state  would  be  entitled  to  a 
deed;  L  e.,  "the  date  when  the  state  would  be  entitled  to  a 
deed  and  the  date  of  the  certificate  of  sale  are  not  one  and 
the  same  as  stated  in  the  deed";  4.  The  language  of  the  cer- 
tificate and  in  the  deed  is  not  the  same  and  does  not  mean 
the  same;  in  short,  "the  language  of  the  deed  is  that  the 
state  would  be  entitled  to  a  deed  the  very  day  the  certificate 
is  dated";  5.  "The  deed  does  not  recite  the  facts  contained 
in  the  certificate  which  the  Political  Code,  section  3786,  re- 
quired." The  court  reserved  its  ruling  as  before.  The 
authorization  for  the  sale  issued  by  the  controller  was  ad- 
mitted to  have  beeu  filed  January  2,  1903,  and  in  due  form. 
The  affidavit  of  publication  of  notice  of  sale  was  objected  to 
on  the  ground  that  it  does  not  contain  a  correct  estimate  of 
the  minimum  price  at  which  the  land  must  be  sold,  as  re- 
quired by  section  3897  of  the  Political  Code;  that  the  auditor 
neglected  to  include  in  his  estimate  what  are  called  penalties, 
and  hence  the  amount  at  which  the  land  was  advertised  to 
be  sold  was  too  small  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  said 
section*  The  ruling  of  the  court  was  reserved  as  in  the  pre- 
eeding  offers.  No  point  was  made  that  the  authorization  of 
the  oontroUer,  after  being  received,  was  not  published.    The 
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deed  of  the  tax  collector  to  defendant  was  then  offered  in 
evidence,  to  which  plaintiff  objected  on  the  grounds:  1.  That 
there  is  no  certificate  of  sale  to  snpport  the  deed  to  the  state; 
that  there  was  no  notice  given  as  required  by  section  3785; 
that  the  deed  could  not  recite  the  facts  as  contained  in  the 
certificate  '^  because  no  such  deed  or  certificate  was  validly 
in  existence";  2.  That  the  deed  purported  to  recite  that  the 
certificate  of  sale  stated  the  land  to  have  been  assessed  in 
the  year  1890,  whereas  the  certificate  does  not  recite  that 
fact;  3.  That  the  deed  states  the  purchase  price  less  than 
the  amount  of  the  delinquent  taxes,  costs,  penalties  and  ac- 
crued expenses,  as  required  by  section  3897. 

1.  At  the  close  of  the  evidence  the  cause  was  submitted, 
and  thereafter  the  court,  in  making  its  decision,  sustained 
the  reserved  objections  without  giving  any  reason  in  support 
of  its  ruling.  Defendant  claims  that  this  was  prejudicial 
error.  (Citing  Mayo  v.  Marzeaux^  38  CaL  445,  and  Martin  v. 
Lloyd,  94  CaL  204,  [29  Pac.  491].)  In  these  eases  the  su- 
preme court  strongly  condemns  the  practice  of  suspending 
the  rulings  upon  evidence,  and  especially  advises  that  where 
the  evidence  is  rejected  at  some  subsequent  period  in  the 
trial  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  give  its  reasons  for  the 
ruling.  (Raymond  v.  Olover^  122  CaL  471,  [55  Pac.  398].) 
A  case  might  be  presented  where  the  postponement  of  the 
decision  would  deprive  the  losing  party  of  the  opportunity 
to  supply  the  evidence  through  unobjectionable  means,  and 
if  this  should  clearly  appear  the  ruling  might  be  prejudicial 
error,  if  an  early  and  timely  ruling  had  been  requested  and 
denied.  In  the  present  instance,  however,  the  objections  were 
specific,  and  defendant  was  fully  apprised  of  the  grounds, 
and  presumably  counsel  had  the  opportunity  to  place  their 
views  touching  the  objection  before  tiie  court  Furthermore, 
the  evidence  was  matter  of  ofBlcial  record,  and  could  be  sup- 
plied in  no  other  way  than  that  resorted  to.  Defendant  could 
not,  therefore,  have  been  injured  by  the  delay  in  ruling  upon 
the  evidence.  It  may  be  added  that  reserved  rulings  are  gen- 
erally reserved  with  the  consent  of  both  parties,  whioh  was  the 
case  here,  and  no  court  would  decline  to  make  rulings  when- 
ever it  was  shown  to  it  that  further  delay  might  prejudice  the 
rights  of  one  or  both  of  the  parties.  It  is  quite  unusual  for 
trial  courts  to  state  their  reasons  for  rulin^i  in  admitting  or 
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refusing  evidence;  and  the  instance  would  have  to  be 
peculiarly  exceptional  where,  of  the  omission  to  give  a  reason 
for  a  ruling,  prejudicial  error  could  be  predicated. 

2.  Plaintiflf  offered  in  evidence  a  certified  copy  of  a  copy 
of  a  United  States  patent  to  (George  Lynch,  plaintiff's  grantor. 
Defendant  objected  to  its  introduction  upon  various  grounds, 
among  them  that  there  was  no  showing  that  the  original  could 
not  be  produced.  It  appears  that  a  copy  of  the  patent  duly 
certified  to  be  such  copy  by  the  commissioner  of  the  general 
land  office  was  recorded  in  the  county  of  Mendocino  on  Sei>- 
tember  24,  1903.  The  document  offered  in  evidence  was  a 
copy  of  this  record  duly  certified  by  the  county  recorder. 
The  copy  of  the  patent  thus  recorded  ''shall  have  prima  facie 
the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  original,  for  title  or  for  evi- 
dence, until  said  original  letters  patent  be  recorded."  (Civ. 
Code,  sec.  1160.)  The  copy  of  this  record  certified  by  the 
recording  officer  is  prima  facie  evidence.  (Code  Civ.  Proc., 
see.  1833.)    The  document  was  properly  admitted  in  evidence. 

3.  The  objections  made  to  the  certificate  of  sale  have  al- 
ready been  stated.  It  is  well  settled  that  proceedings  on  tax 
sale  are  in  invitum,  and  to  be  valid  must  be  stricii  juris. 
The  power  exercised  is  purely  statutory,  and  the  steps  di- 
rected by  the  statute  must  be  strictly  pursued.  (People  v. 
Central  Pacific  B.  R.  Co.,  83  Cal.  393,  398,  [26  Pac.  303].) 
It  was  held  in  Simmons  v.  McCarthy,  118  Cal.  622,  [50  Pac. 
761],  that  under  section  3786  of  the  Political  Code,  requiring 
a  tax  deed  to  recite  the  matters  recited  in  the  certificate  of 
sale,  and  section  3776,  requiring  the  certificate  of  sale  to  state 
''the  name  of  the  person  assessed,  the  description  of  the  land 
sold,  the  amount  paid  therefor,  and  that  it  was  sold  for  taxes, 
giving  the  amount  and  the  year  of  the  assessment,  and  speci- 
fying the  time  when  the  purchaser  will  be  entitled  to  a  deed," 
a  tax  deed  reciting  that  the  property  was  assessed  "in  the 
year  188—,  for  the  year  1888  and  1889,"  is  void  for  failure 
to  state  the  year  of  the  assessment.  It  was  also  held  that 
such  a  deed  cannot  be  aided  by  reference  to  the  certificate 
of  sale;  also  that  the  amount  of  the  taxes  and  subsequent 
charges  must  be  correctly  stated.  The  same  would  be  true 
of  the  certificate  of  sale  in  so  far  as  the  statute  prescribed 
what  must  appear  therein.  The  body  of  the  certificate  failed 
to  state  the  year  for  which  the  properly  was  assessed.    Ap- 
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pellant  claims  that  this  omission  is  supplied  by  the  caption 

of  the  certificate.    It  reads:  *'18 .    No.  203.    No.  , 

Book ,  Page ,  Sub .    Certificate  of  Sale  of  Real 

Estate.  Sold  for  the  Non-Payment  of  State  and  County  Taxes 
for  the  year  1890."  Then  follows  the  formal  certificate,  read- 
ing: 

**  State  of  California,  County  of  Mendocino — ss.  I,  J.  M. 
Standley,  Tax  Collector,"  etc. 

The  caption  is  no  part  of  the  certificate  to  which  the  tax 
collector  certified,  and  cannot  be  referred  to  in  aid  of  the 
certificate  in  a  matter  required  by  statute  to  appear  therein. 
Nor  was  the  omission  of  the  year  a  mere  clerical  misprision 
to  be  avoided  as  an  irregularity  by  section  3885  of  the  Political 
Code,  as  claimed  by  appellant.  It  is  also  contended  that  the 
certificate  transferred  the  title  subject  only  to  defeasance  by 
redemption  {Teralta  L.  Co.  v.  Shaffer,  116  Cal.  518,  [58  Am. 
St.  Bep.  194,  48  Pae.  613] ),  and  redemption  was  never  made; 
and  that  plaintiff  cannot  have  his  title  made  clear  when  the 
evidence  shows  that  he  has  been  devested  of  title.  (Citing 
Peterson  v.  Oibbs,  147  Cal.  1,  [109  Am.  St.  Rep.  107,  81  Pac 
121].)  Finally,  that  plaintiff  cannot  have  his  title  quieted 
while  in  default  in  the  payment  of  his  taxes;  that  he  must 
come  into  court  with  clean  hands  or  go  out  empty-handed. 
The  answer  to  these  various  contentions  is:  First,  that  the 
certificate  being  fatally  defective  conveyed  no  title,  and, 
secondly,  the  action  is  not  against  the  state  nor  does  it  in 
any  wise  affect  the  rights  of  the  state.  The  maxim  of  equity 
invoked  by  appellant  is  not  open  to  him  in  this  case. 

4.  Appellant  has,  with  commendable  consideration,  called 
our  attention  to  the  case  of  Johnson,  Administrator,  v.  Afc- 
Natnara  et  al.  (not  yet  reported  or  published  in  California 
decisions),  holding  adversely  to  appellant's  contention  as  to 
the  validity  of  the  tax  deed.  This  concession  renders  further 
examination  of  the  case  unnecessary. 

The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 
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[CIt.    No.  885.    ThM  Appellate  Dietriet.— Uaj  f,  1907.] 

J.  H.  BBAUMONT,  AppeUant,  v,  W.  H.  SAMSON  et  aL, 
BOARD  OF  SUPEKVISOKS  OF  TEHAMA  COUNTY, 
Respondents. 

Municipal  Gobporation— YAUDFrr  of  Action  op  Supbivisobs — Bjoaan 
— CxsnoBABi— Quo  Wabbanto.— Certiorari  will  not  Ue  to  teet  the 
mliditjr  of  the  action  of  the  Sttperriaon  in  deelaring  territoxy  de- 
scribed in  its  order  to  be  duly  incorporated  as  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion of  the  sixth  dass,  under  a  specified  name.  The  proper  remed/ 
is  b J  a  proceeding  in  quo  warranto* 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Snperiop  Court  of  Te- 
hama County,  and  from  an  order  dismissing  a  proceeding 
npon  writ  of  review.    John  F.  Ellison,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Charles  L.  Donohoe,  and  Frank  Freeman,  for  Appellant 

W.  A.  Fish,  District  Attorney,  and  ilcCcj  &  Gans,  for 

Respondents. 

CHIPMAN,  C.  J. — Certiorari.  This  is  an  appeal  from  the 
judgment  and  order  of  the  superior  court  of  Tehama  county 
denying  plaintiff's  application  for  a  writ  of  review  and  dis- 
missing the  proceedings  therein. 

Proceedings  were  taken  before  the  board  of  supervisors  of 
said  county,  which  resulted  in  an  order  of  said  board  declar- 
ing the  territory  in  said  order  described  to  be  **duly  incor- 
porated as  a  municipal  corporation  of  the  sixth  class,  under 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Town  of  Coming."  The  purpose 
of  the  action  is  to  set  aside,  vacate  and  annul  aU  of  said  pro- 
ceedings and  to  obtain  a  decree  that  said  incorporation  is 
invalid. 

Several  questions  arising  in  the  case  have  been  discussed, 
and  among  others  it  is  contended  by  respondents  that  plain- 
tiff had  a  plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  by  quo  warranto 
and  that  this  latter,  and  not  certiorari,  is  the  appropriate 
remedy,  and  it  was  so  held  by  the  learned  trial  judge.    We 
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think  the  point  well  taken,  and  this  makes  it  unnecessary  to 
notice  other  questions. 

It  appeared  that  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  board,  the 
persons  named  as  trustees  of  said  town  of  Coming  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  were  so  acting  at  the 
commencement  of  this  action.  Whether  or  not  a  de  jure  cor- 
poration, the  officers  elected  to  exercise  its  i>oweiB  and  func- 
tions assumed  to  act  under  the  authority  conferred  by  the 
proceedings  taken  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  we  think 
the  organization  constituted  a  de  facto  corporation.  The  good 
faith  of  these  officers  in  so  acting  is  not  called  in  question, 
nor  is  it  disputed  that  they  were  acting  under  the  authority 
supposed  by  them  to  be  conferred  by  the  proceedings  leading 
up  to  the  formation  of  an  assumed  valid  and  legal  corpora>- 
tion.  At  most,  the  acts  of  these  trustees  constituted  a  usurpa- 
tion of,  or  an  intrusion  into,  a  public  office,  and  their  authority 
80  to  do,  it  seems  to  us,  cannot  be  properly  determined  other- 
wise than  by  the  method  pointed  out  in  section  803  et  seq. 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  commonly  caUed  proceedings 
by  quo  warranto. 

The  writ  of  review,  or  certiorari,  lies  when  "an  inferior 
tribunal,  board,  or  officer,  exercising  judicial  functions,  has 
exceeded"  its  jurisdiction,  ''and  there  is  no  appeal,  nor,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  any  plain,  speedy  and  adequate 
remedy.'*  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec  1068.)  The  office  of  this 
writ  is  not  so  much  to  determine  the  valid  existence  of  the 
tribunal,  board,  or  officer,  while  acting  in  a  judicial  capacity, 
as  it  is  to  determine  whether  the  jurisdiction  of  such  tribunal, 
board  or  officer  has  been  exceeded.  "The  character  of  the 
act  or  determination  sought  to  be  reviewed,  rather  than  the 
tribunal  or  officer  by  which  the  act  or  determination  is  made, 
is  the  test  for  determining  whether  the  writ  should  be  issued, 
for  it  is  only  a  determination  which  is  made  'when  exercising 
judicial  functions'  that  can  be  reviewed."  (Quinchard  v. 
Board  of  Trustees,  113  Cal.  664,  668,  [46  Pac.  856].) 

In  volume  17,  Encyclopedia  of  Pleading  and  Practice,  page 
412,  it  is  said:  ** Certiorari  to  ministerial  boards  or  officers 
is  not  the  proper  remedy  to  try  the  title  to  an  office  or  the 
right  to  exercise  corporate  functions.  Quo  warranto  is  the 
only  remedy  which  affords  complete  relief,  and  although  ques- 
tions regarding  the  legality  of  an  election  may  be  ooUaterally 
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raified  and  detetmined  by  certiorari  in  determining  the  valid* 
ity  of  lawB  or  ordinances  of  municipal  bodies,  yet  for  the 
purpose  of  directly  testing  the  right  to  a  public  office  quo 
warranto  and  not  certiorari  is  the  proper  remedy.  Nor  is 
certiorari  allowed  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  up  a  certificate 
of  incorporation  or  other  proceedings  for  the  purpose  of  en- 
abling the  court  to  determine  the  legal  existence  of  an  alleged 
corporation.  For  the  purpose  of  determining  such  questions, 
the  proper  remedy  is  by  scire  facias  or  quo  warranto,  so  that 
the  corporation  may  be  in  court"  (See  cases  cited  in  foot- 
notes.) 

In  the  case  of  State  ▼.  Osbum,  24  Nev.  187,  [61  Pac. 
837],  the  action  was  for  a  writ  to  review  the  proceedings 
of  the  city  council  of  the  city  of  Beno,  Nevada.  The  statute 
relating  to  this  writ  is  substantially  the  same  in  that  state 
as  in  California.  The  question  of  the  constitutionality  of  the 
act  incorporating  the  city  of  Beno  was  raised,  and  the  court, 
in  passing  upon  that  question,  said:  ''We  are  not  determining 
whether  the  dty  council  of  that  city  exceeded  its  jurisdiction 
in  ordering  bonds  to  be  sold  for  the  purposes  indicated, 
.  .  .  but  we  are  passing  upon  the  rights  of  the  respondent  to 
exercise  the  functions  of  city  council,  and  upon  the  validity 
of  the  corporate  existence  of  the  City  of  Beno.  This  we  do 
not  believe  we  have  the  power  or  authority  to  do,  under  the 
limitations  of  the  regulative  statute  above  cited.''  The  court 
then  proceeds  to  show  that  the  question  of  corporate  existence 
''must  and  can  be  determined  by  another  proceeding,  plain, 
speedy  and  adequate."  Beference  is  then  made  to  the  statute 
regulating  proceedings  in  quo  warranto  as  furnishing  the  true 
remedy. 

The  cases  are  numerous  in  our  reports  where  the  form  of 
action  was  quo  warranto  to  determine  the  right  to  enjoy  a 
franchise  or  exercise  the  powers  of  a  municipal  or  other  cor- 
poration. People  V.  Tovm  of  Linden,  107  Cal.  94,  [40  Pac. 
115],  cited  by  appellant,  is  an  instance.  Our  attention  has 
been  called  to  but  one  case  where  the  action  by  writ  of  review 
seems  to  have  been  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of  determining 
the  validity  of  the  proceedings  of  a  board  of  supervisors  re- 
sulting in  the  incorporation  of  a  town.  The  question  now 
before  us  was  not  raised  in  that  case.  Furthermore,  the 
opinion  is  careful  to  state  the  limitation  of  the  inquiry  solely 
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to  the  correction  of  errors  or  irregularities  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  board  while  exercising  judicial  functions.  Many 
acts  connected  with  the  statutory  proceeding  for  the  creation 
of  a  municipal  corporation  are  shown  to  be  legislative  or 
ministerial  and  not  within  the  corrective  force  of  a  writ  of 
review.  It  would  seem  to  us  that  a  remedy  incapable  of 
determining  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  aU  the  steps  taken 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  would  be  inadequate  to  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  validity  of  the  corporation  created  by  the  board. 
And  then,  too,  every  consideration  requires  that  the  corpora- 
tion  thus  created  should  be  a  party  to  the  action  and  have 
its  day  in  court. 

The  judgment  discharging  the  writ  and  dismissing  fha 
proceedings  is  affirmed. 

Burnett,  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.    No.  818.    Third  Appellate  Distriet.— llaj  9,  1907.] 

J.  W.  REED  and  C.  E.  PAINE,  Respondents,  v.  J.  W.  COL- 
LINS et  al.,  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS  OF  MARX- 
POSA  COUNTY,  AppeUants. 

License — Sals  of  Liquobs — County  Ordinance — Abbitrart  BsrasAL 

BY   SUPEBVISOBS — MANDAMUS — ^FINDINGS — ^REVIEW    UPON    APPEAL. — 

Under  a  coontj  ordinance  regulating  liquor  licenses,  where  ap- 
plicants for  a  license  had  been  refused,  and  upon  their  petition  for 
a  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  its  issuance,  the  court  found  that  thej 
had  followed  the  prescribed  method  to  obtain  the  license  under  the 
ordinance,  that  thej  were  fit  and  proper  persons,  that  no  exception 
was  taken  bj  the  supervisors  to  their  character  or  standing,  and 
that  the  supervisors  arbitrarilj  rejected  their  petition  without  cause, 
and  the  court  granted  the  mandate,  if  no  evidence  is  returned  upon 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  it  most  be  assumed  that  the  evidence  sap- 
ported  the  findings  and  the  judgment  must  be  affirmed. 
Id. — ^Pbovision  in  Ordinance  for  ''Due  Consideration" — ABBiruurr 
Distinction. — The  provision  in  the  ordinance  for  ''due  considera- 
tion" of  an  application  for  a  license  simply  means  a  consideration 
ef  the  application  upon  its  merits,  and  the  return  of  a  judgment 
based  upon  some  substantial  reason  arising  upon  evidence  heard, 
and  does  not  justify  an  arbitrary  distinction  against  the  applicant!. 
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iDy-— Grounds  or  Refusal  Matebial — Ezebcisx  of  Poucs  Powzb. — The 
groundfl  upon  which  the  governing  body  of  a  eitj  or  county  bases 
its  aetion  in  the  refusal  of  a  license  to  sell  liquor  bj  retail  are  ez- 
tremelj  material  and  important.  Thej  are  not  confined  to  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance,  since,  under  a  proper  ezereise  of  the  police 
power  granted  by  the  constitution,  a  license  may  be  refused  upon 
sufficient  grounds  stated,  shown  bj  the  evidence  before  it,  ad- 
dressed to  the  unfitness  of  the  applicant,  or  the  unsuitableness  of 
the  place  at  which  the  saloon  ia  to  be  located. 

iDd— Conclusiveness  or  Bejsction  ros  Good  Reason^ — ^When  the  rri- 
dence  is  taken  upon  a  sufficient  ground,  and  the  result  is  the  rejec- 
tion of  the  application,  the  action  of  the  governing  board  in  order- 
ing such  rejection  ia  conclusive,  and  not  a  question  for  judicial 
determination,  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  evidence  in  no 
manner  or  degree  developed  any  good  reason  for  the  rejection. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Maiip 
posa  County.   J.  J.  Trabucco,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  oourL 

J.  A.  Adair,  for  Appellants. 

John  A.  Wall,  for  Bespondenta. 

HART,  J. — ^Plaintiffs  obtained  judgment  in  the  court  be» 
low,  granting  a  peremptory  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  the 
defendants,  as  members  of  and  constituting  the  board  of 
supervisors  of  Mariposa  counly,  to  issue  to  said  plaintiffs  a 
license  to  traffic  within  the  limits  of  said  counly  in  the  retail 
liquor  business. 

The  defendants  appeal  from  the  judgment,  upon  the  judg- 
ment-roll alone. 

The  plaintiffs  made  application  for  said  license  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  an  ordinance,  adopted  by  said 
board  of  supervisors  on  the  fourth  day  of  January,  1900, 
and  designated  and  known  as  "Ordinance  No.  73.''  This 
ordinance  is  set  out  in  full  in  the  complaint.  The  part  of 
the  ordinance  which  is  important  to  the  consideration  of  the 
question  submitted  here  for  adjudication  provides  that  it 
shall  be  unlawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  "open,  estab- 
lish or  conduct,  or  caused  to  be  opened,  established  or  con- 
ducted, any  barroom  or  public  saloon  •  •  •  where  wines^  spirit- 
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nous  or  malt  liquors  are  sold  by  the  glass,  bottle  or  otherwise, 
in  less  quantities  than  one  quart,  within  the  limits  of  the 
county  of  Mariposa,  without  first  obtaining  permission  from 
the  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  filing  a  bond  as  hereinafter 
provided."  Provision  is  then  made  that  the  application  for 
such  permission  shall  be  made  by  petition  in  writing  to  the 
board  of  supervisors,  and  that  "if,  after  due  consideration 
of  the  same  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  petition  be  favor- 
ably acted  upon,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  person  in  whose 
favor  the  petition  was  presented  and  the  prayer  of  which  was 
granted,  before  opening  the  said  place,  to  file  with  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  a  good  and  sufficient  bond,  to  be  approved  by 
the  Chairman  of  the  Board,  with  two  sureties,  in  the  sum  of 
one  thousand  dollars,  conditioned  that  the  applicant  shall 
maintain  said  place  in  a  quiet,  orderly  and  decent  manner." 
After  declaring  that,  on  the  third  day  of  October,  1906,  the 
said  board  of  supervisors,  at  a  regular  meeting  thereof,  re- 
jected said  application  and  refused  to  grant  the  plaintiffs 
the  license  so  applied  for,  the  complaint  proceeds  to  allege: 
"That  in  making  such  rejection  and  in  refusing  to  grant  the 
said  license,  the  said  board  of  Supervisors  took  no  exception 
whatever  to  the  said  petition,  either  as  regards  its  form,  sub- 
stance or  sufficiency  in  any  respect,  and  said  board  of  su- 
pervisors took  no  exception  to  the  personal  character  or 
standing  in  the  community  of  your  petitioners  or  either  of 
them,  but  on  the  contrary  the  members  of  said  board  found 
no  fault  with  petitioners  or  either  of  them  regarding  their  re- 
spective characters  or  standing  in  the  community."  It  is 
also  charged  that  "the  said  action  of  the  said  board  of  su- 
pervisors in  refusing  to  grant  petitioners  a  license  as  asked 
for  by  ihem  was  purely  arbitrary  on  the  part  of  said  Board 
and  entirely  without  cause,  and  the  action  of  said  board  in 
80  rejecting  said  application  of  your  petitioners  was  not  in 
the  exercise  of  any  right  conferred  on  said  Board  by  any  ordi- 
nance of  the  county  of  Mariposa,  and  was  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  hereinbefore  set  forth  and  with- 
out right  or  authority." 

A  general  demurrer  was  interposed  to  the  complaint  by  the 
district  attorney,  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  defendants, 
and  overruled  by  the  court.  Thereafter  an  answer  was  filed 
denying  the  necessary  and  material  allegations  of  the  oom- 
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plaint  and  affirming  the  right  of  defendants  to  refuse  the 
license,  averring  that  in  so  doing  they  acted  in  accordance 
with  their  official  duty  and  within  their  authority  under  the 
law.  The  court  found  the  material  facts  as  alleged  in  the 
complaint  to  be  true,  and  among  others,  ''that  in  making  such 
rejection  and  in  refusing  to  grant  the  said  license,  the  said 
lioard  of  Supervisors  took  no  exception  whatever  to  the  peti- 
tion of  petitioners,  either  as  regards  its  form,  substance  or 
sufficiency  in  any  respect  and  took  no  exception  to  the  per- 
mnal  character  or  standing  in  the  conmiunity  of  the  petition- 
era  or  either  of  them,  but  on  the  contrary,  the  said  Board  of 
Supervisors  found  no  fault  with  petitioners  or  either  of  them 
regarding  their  respective  characters  or  standing  in  the  cozn- 
munity.  That  at  tdl  the  times  mentioned  in  the  petition  the 
petitioners  herein  are  and  at  the  time  of  making  the  applica- 
tion for  a  license  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  were  fit  and 
proper  persons  to  be  granted  a  license  for  the  purpose  for 
which  th^  demanded  the  same  and  that  such  fitness  of  said 
petitioners  was  at  all  times  well  known  to  the  said  Board  of 
Supervisors."  The  court  also  found  ''that  the  action  of  said 
Board  of  Supervisors  in  refusing  to  grant  petitioners  herein 
a  license  as  asked  for  by  them,  was  purely  arbitrary  and  en- 
tirely without  cause,"  etc  The  appeal  being  from  the  judg- 
ment upon  the  judgment-roll  alone,  there  is,  of  course,  no  at- 
tempt made  to  present  the  evidence  taken  at  the  trial,  and 
it  is  further  a  matter  of  course,  that  the  evidence  heard  by 
the  court  must  be  assumed  to  fully  support  the  findings. 

The  court  below  filed  a  written  opinion,  and  the  conclusion 
reached  appears  to  be  largely,  if  not  altogether,  based  upon 
the  ruling  in  the  case  of  Henry  ▼.  Barton,  107  CaL  535, 
[40  Pac.  798].  That  case  seems  to  be  on  all-fours  in  respect 
of  the  facts  with  the  one  before  us,  and  it  is  there  held  that 
the  judgment  of  mandate  awarded  to  the  plaintiff  was  proper, 
and  it  was  therefore  affirmed.  The  legislative  or  governing 
body  of  the  city  of  San  Bernardino  had  adopted  an  ordinance 
regulating  the  retail  liquor  traffic  whose  provisions,  so  far  as 
they  concern  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  obtaining  a  li- 
cense, are  in  effect  the  same  as  those  in  the  ordinance  before 
us.  The  plaintiff,  having  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
said  ordinance  petitioned  for  a  license  to  sell  liquor  at  retail, 
and  the  board  of  trustees  of  said  city  having  refused  to  grant 
6  OaL  App.- 
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the  same,  petitioned  the  superior  court  for,  and  secured  a 
peremptory  writ  of  mandate  compelling  said  board  to  issue 
to  him  such  license.  The  court,  in  the  case  mentioned,  says : 
''This  action  of  the  Trustees  cannot  be  successfully  main- 
tained. The  ordinances  of  the  City  of  San  Bernardino  as 
they  now  stand,  entitle  any  man  who  complies  with  their  pro- 
visions to  a  retail  liquor  license,  and  this  respondent  com- 
plied with  these  provisions.  Trustees  of  cities  have  no  power 
except  that  given  them  by  express  provision  of  law,  and  we 
find  no  power  in  any  of  these  ordinances  vesting  in  them  dis- 
cretion as  to  the  granting  or  denying  an  application  for  a 
liquor  license.  In  the  absence  of  some  express  legislative  en- 
actment granting  such  right  there  is  no  principle  of  law  that 
will  allow  the  trustees  of  any  city  to  say  that  a  liquor  license 
shall  be  granted  to  A.,  and  the  same  right  denied  to  B."  Ac- 
cording to  this  opinion,  then,  it  will  be  noticed  there  must 
be  expressly  vested  in  the  governing  body  "a  discretion  as  to 
the  granting  or  denying  of  an  application  for  a  liquor  li- 
cense," otherwise,  as  we  understand  it,  the  license  must,  un- 
der any  circumstances,  issue.  And  this  broad  statement  of 
the  rule  as  declared  in  that  opinion  seems  to  be  further  jus- 
tified by  language  previously  expressed  therein  that  **no  evi- 
dence was  taken  in  the  case,  and  consequently  we  know  noth- 
ing of  the  specific  facts  or  grounds  upon  which  this  action 
of  the  trustees  was  based;  but,  as  we  look  at  the  case,  the 
grounds^  whatever  they  may  have  teen,  are  wholly  imma- 
terial.** (Italics  are  ours.)  That  case  was  decided  in  de- 
partment. We  deem  it  no  impropriety,  preliminarily  to  stat- 
ing our  conclusion  here,  to  say  that,  so  far  at  least  as  the 
writer  of  this  opinion  is  concerned,  we  do  not  feel  that  we 
can  concur  in  all  that  appears  to  be  said  in  Henry  v.  Barton^ 
107  Cal.  535,  [40  Pac  798].  It  has  been  repeatedly  declared 
by  the  courts  that  the  retail  traffic  in  intoxicating  liquors  is 
a  business  in  which  a  citizen  or  other  person  has  no  inherent 
right  to  engage;  that  the  sale  of  such  liquors  in  that  form 
may  be  by  the  state,  in  the  exercise  of  its  power  of  police, 
entirely  prohibited  or  suppressed,  or  the  state  xnay  regulate 
its  sale  by  the  imposition  of  such  conditions  and  restrictions 
as  it  may  see  fit  to  adopt,  provided,  of  course,  such  condi- 
tions and  restrictions  in  no  way  interfere  with  interstate  com- 
merce.    {Cramley  v.  Christensen,  137  U.  S.  91,  [11  Sup.  Ct 
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Rep.  13] ;  Ex  parte  Chrigtensen,  85  CaL  213,  [24  Pac  747] ; 
Ex  parte  CampbeU,  74  Cal.  20  ct  seq.,  [5  Am.  St.  Rep.  418, 
15  Pac  318] ;  Ex  parte  McClain,  61  CaL  437,  [44  Am.  Rep. 
554].) 

The  gronnds  upon  which  a  goyeming  board  of  a  city  or 
eonnty  bases  its  action  in  the  refusal  of  a  license  to  sell  liquor 
by  retafl  are,  it  seems  to  us,  extremely  material  and  im- 
portant If  the  language  of  the  opinion  in  the  Henry  ▼.  Bar- 
tan  case  is  to  be  accepted  as  meaning  that  when  a  license  is 
once  applied  for  in  compliance  with  the  proTisions  of  an  or- 
dinance regulating  the  retail  sale  of  liquor  and  which  does 
not  in  terms  reserve  to  the  goyeming  board  discretion  to  ar- 
bitrarily refuse  a  license,  that  there  is  no  other  alternative 
remaining  to  the  board  but  to  grant  it,  notwithstanding  that 
evidence  may  be  taken  to  satisfactorily  show  the  petitioner 
to  be  a  wholly  unfit  person  to  conduct  a  public  barroom  or 
saloon,  then,  it  seems  to  us,  that  the  necessary  corollary  of  that 
proposition  is  that,  while  the  board  has  tibe  power  to  sup- 
press the  sale  of  liquor  by  retail  altogether,  if  once  it  adopts 
such  an  ordinance  licensing  it,  it  thereby  surrenders  the 
power  vested  by  direct  grant  from  the  constitution  in  the 
municipality  of  which  it  is  the  legally  constituted  representa* 
tive  to  afford  full  protection  to  the  public  by  limiting  ''to 
the  utmost  the  evils"  which  are  often  the  offspring  of  such 
occupation.  If  we  do  not  misapprehend  the  decision,  its  ef- 
fect is  as  thus  stated,  and  we  feel  no  diffidence  in  declaring 
that  we  are  not  prepared  to  accept  the  proposition  as  sound 
law,  or  as  an  accurate  construction  of  the  police  power.  We 
are  of  the  opinion  rather  that,  whatever  may  be  the  provi- 
sions of  an  ordinance  respecting  the  licensing  of  the  retail 
liquor  business — ^whether  in  express  terms  it  dothes  the  gov- 
erning board  with  a  discretion  to  grant  or  to  refuse  a  license 
in  a  given  case  or  not — ^there  is,  nevertheless,  reserved  to  said 
board  sufficient  of  the  power  directly  granted  to  it,  or  to  the 
municipality  for  which  it  speaks,  by  the  constitution  (Const., 
art.  II,  sec.  11),  over  the  subject  to  definitively  and  conclu- 
sively determine,  upon  due  investigation,  whether  a  license 
granted  to  a  particular  individual  would  be  a  public  menace, 
and  if  so,  to  refuse  to  so  grant  it,  without  occasion  or  ground 
to  fear  that  such  action  could  not  resist  the  coercive  power 
of  the  judicial  arm  of  the  government.    There  can  be  no 
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doubt  that  the  trend  of  judicial  opinion  is  pointed  in  the  di- 
rection of  committing  to  the  local  authorities,  as  the  people 
through  their  organic  law  seem  to  have  endeavored  to  do,  a 
very  extensive  discretion  in  the  matter  of  dealing  with  and 
regulating  this,  as  well  as  other  occupations  which  may,  and 
often  do,  without  reasonable  regulation,  tend  greatly  to  tho 
debasement  and  demoralization  of  the  morals,  health,  peaco 
and  happiness  of  communities.  Not  only  does  this  appear 
to  be  the  judicial  but  as  well  the  legislative  policy  of  the  state, 
for  the  legislature  has  limited  the  matter  of  the  licensing 
of  all  classes  of  business  by  the  boards  of  supervisors  of  coun- 
ties and  the  legislative  bodies  of  incorporated  cities  and 
towns  to  the  purposes  of  regulation  only.  (Stats,  and  Amdts. 
of  the  Codes,  1901,  p.  635,  adding  sec.  3366  to  the  Pol.  Code.) 
There  can  be  no  question  that  if,  after  receiving  a  license  to 
conduct  a  retail  liquor  business,  the  licensee  should,  contrary 
to  the  conditions  of  the  bond  required,  suffer  his  establish- 
ment to  become  a  disreputable  or  disorderly  house,  the  board 
could  recall  or  forfeit  his  license.  Why,  then,  if  before  the 
granting  of  the  license,  evidence  could  be  produced  to  show 
the  applicant  to  be  an  unfit  person  to  conduct  such  a  place, 
or  to  be  of  a  character  or  reputation  to  make  the  inference 
reasonably  probable,  that,  if  given  a  license,  he  would  main- 
tain his  establishment  in  a  manner  modeled  along  the  lines 
of  his  character  or  reputation,  should  not  the  board,  regard- 
less of  whether  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance  gave  it  such 
discretion,  have  the  power  to  reject  his  application  and  re- 
fuse him  a  license,  and  thus  prevent  damage  rather  than  post- 
pone action  until  perhaps  some  irreparable  injury  resulting 
from  the  issuance  of  the  license  had  been  suffered  by  the 
community!  If  evidence  taken  by  the  board  should  satis- 
factorily show  that  the  applicant  had  once  been  incarcer- 
ated in  a  state  prison  for  the  commission  of  one  of  the  mean- 
erit  felonies  known  to  the  law,  or  that  the  place  where  it  was 
proposed  to  locate  the  saloon  was  not  the  proper  one  for 
such  a  business — as,  for  example,  that  it  was  too  near  a  pub- 
lic or  private  school  or  a  church  or  in  the  residential  part  of 
the  community,  where  it  would  be  especially  offensive — is  it 
possible  that  the  board  would  be  powerless  to  prevent  so  grave 
a  catastrophe  as  would  follow  the  granting  of  a  license  un- 
der sufih  circumstances^  simply  because  the  ordinance  has  not 
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expressly  declared  that  there  is  vested  in  it  discretion  to  say 
who  shall  or  shall  not  have  a  license  or  where  a  saloon  may  or 
may  not  be  located!  The  argument  is  often  made  that  where 
80  much  power  upon  this  subject  is  conceded  to  a  municipal 
board  the  result  may  be,  if  such  board  should  see  fit  to  ar- 
bitrarily exercise  it,  the  creation  of  a  monopoly  of  the  retail 
liquor  trade  in  a  community.  The  same  argument  may  with 
equal  force  be  addressed  to  the  exercise  of  the  same  power 
of  the  board  when  it  is  expressed  and  specifically  given  in 
terms  in  an  ordinance  of  regulation,  as  may  regularly  be 
done  under  the  ruling  in  Henry  v.  Barton^  supra.  But  the 
obvious  reply  to  such  arguments,  it  seems  to  us,  lies  in  the 
tact,  first,  that  public  officers  are  presumed  to  perform  their 
official  duty  faithfully,  fairly  and  honestly,  and  secondly, 
that  if,  by  the  judgment  of  those  agents  of  the  state  to 
whose  sound  discretion  such  matters  are  committed,  it  is 
concluded  that  the  interests  of  the  community  they  represent 
demand  that  the  retail  sale  of  liquor  shall  be  so  curtailed 
or  restricted  as  that  it  may  thereby  result  in  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  a  limited  number  of  citizens,  such  consequence 
is  only  one  of  the  many  which  may  be  expected  to  fiow  from 
necessary  conditions  which  it  is  competent  to  impose  upon 
the  prosecution  of  an  occupation  in  which  the  citizen  has  a 
right  to  engage,  not  because  such  right  inheres  in  him,  but 
only  because  he  is  permitted  to  exercise  it  by  the  mere  suf- 
ferance or  tolerance  of  the  sovereign  authority.  These  ob- 
servations, though  not  necessary  to  a  decision  of  the  case  be- 
fore us,  result,  as  we  have  indicated,  from  our  interpreta- 
tion of  the  language  of  the  opinion  in  Henry  v.  Barton — ^that 
it  is  immaterial  what  the  grounds  of  the  rejection  of  an  ap- 
plication for  a  retail  liquor  license  may  be,  the  board  has  no 
authority  or  right  to  reject,  unless  so  empowered  by  some  ex- 
press legislative  enactment,  and  that  there  is  no  principle 
of  law,  in  the  absence  of  such  an  enactment,  ''that  will  al- 
low the  trustees  of  any  city  to  say  that  a  liquor  license  shall 
be  granted  to  A.  and  the  same  right  denied  to  B."  The  effect 
of  our  views  upon  this  subject,  as  we  have  endeavored  to 
express  them,  is  that  the  board  has  the  right  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, whatever  may  be  the  provisions  of  the  ordinauce, 
to  take  evidence  upon  the  question  of  the  character  or  reputa- 
tion of  any  applicant  to  determine  whether  he  is  a  fit  per^ 
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son  to  whom  to  grant  such  a  privilege,  or  to  determine  as  to 
the  suitableness  of  the  place  at  which  it  is  proposed  to  main- 
tain the  saloon  or  barroom;  that  when  evidence  is  so  taken, 
and  the  result  is  the  rejection  of  the  application,  the  action 
of  the  board  in  ordering  such  rejection  is  conclusive,  and  not 
a  question  for  judicial  interference  and  determination,  un- 
less it  can  be  shown  that  the  evidence  in  no  manner  or  degree 
developed  any  good  reason  for  the  rejection  based  upon  the 
character  or  reputation  of  the  applicant,  or  in  no  manner 
or  degree  militated  against  the  location  of  the  saloon  at  the 
place  proposed.  These  views  are,  we  think,  in  a  general  way 
in  harmony  with  those  often  expressed  by  the  supreme  court 
prior  to  the  decision  of  the  case  of  Henry  v.  Barton^  107  Cal. 
535,  [40  Pac.  798].  Of  course  we  do  not  deny  that  where 
the  board  acted  arbitrarily  or  refused  to  grant  a  license  with- 
out reason,  where  such  discretion  was  not  expressly  given  it 
by  the  ordinance,  such  action  may  be  reviewed  and  a  mandate 
to  require  it  to  issue  the  license  might  lie.  In  other  words, 
the  board  may  not,  under  such  an  ordinance,  have  the  power 
to  refuse  the  license  upon  no  reason,  or  what  would  be  equiv- 
alent thereto,  upon  pretended  grounds  which  do  not  com- 
port with  common  sense — as,  for  instance,  that  the  applicant, 
though  a  citizen,  was  not  a  native-bom  American,  and  like 
nonsensical  grounds. 

We  have  thus  expressed  our  views  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration,  because  we  felt  that,  as  we  must  found  our 
conclusion  here  largely  upon  the  opinion  in  the  case  to  which 
we  have  referred,  and  uphold  the  judgment  of  the  court  be- 
low, it  was  only  justice  to  ourselves  to  explain  how  far  our 
judgment  would  permit  us  to  commit  ourselves  to  the  prin- 
ciples as  they  appear  to  be  declared  in  that  opinion.  We 
know  it  to  be  our  duty  to  follow  ''the  law  of  the  case"  as  it 
has  been  declared  by  the  highest  court  of  the  state.  This, 
of  course,  we  propose  to  do  here.  But  we  know  of  no  reason 
why  we  should  not  state  our  own  opinions,  whatever  they 
may  be  worth,  upon  important  questions  coming  before  us, 
even  though  th^  may  to  some  extent  conflict  with  those  ex- 
pressed by  the  court  superior  to  this,  where,  as  here,  in  reach- 
ing a  final  conclusion  we  adhere  to  the  rule,  vital  to  the  de- 
cision, as  laid  down  by  that  court.  As  stated,  there  is  no  sub- 
ject with  which  the  courts  are  called  upon  to  deal  of  greater 
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concern  to  society  than  the  police  power,  and,  while  upon  the 
main  point  which  must  govern  in  the  decision  of  this  case  we 
feel  compelled  to  agree  with  the  department  opinion  to  which 
we  have  referred,  we  have  not  hesitated  to  present  our  own 
views,  deferentially,  of  course,  upon  the  important  general 
questions  to  which  we  have  given  some  attention.  Indeed,  the 
questions  here  discussed  are  of  the  greatest  importance,  for, 
within  all  the  vast  body  of  the  law,  with  its  endless  ramifica- 
tions and  the  infinite  variety  of  its  operations,  there  are  not  to 
be  found  doctrines  which,  when  properly  and  intelligently  ap- 
plied, are  more  efficacious  in  the  attainment  of  the  best  and 
highest  ends  and  aims  of  organized  society  than  those  which 
are  included  in  and  belong  to  the  great  power  of  police  in- 
herent in  every  state  of  the  Union.  Over  all  the  subjects 
coming  legitimately  within  its  range  and  scope,  the  state  is 
sovereign  and  supreme.  In  its  comprehensive  sense,  '4t  em- 
braces,** says  Judge  Cooley,  "the  whole  system  of  internal 
regulation,  by  which  the  state  seeks  not  only  to  preserve  the 
pubUo  order  and  to  prevent  offenses  against  the  state,  but 
also  to  establish  for  the  intercourse  of  citizens  with  citizens 
those  rules  of  good  manners  and  good  neighborhood  which 
are  calculated  to  prevent  a  conflict  of  rights,  and  to  insure 
to  each  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  his  own  so  far  as 
is  reasonably  consistent  with  a  like  enjoyment  of  rights  by 
others.'*  Or,  as  it  is  so  forcefully  and  clearly  put  by  Judge 
Blackstone,  this  power  of  which  we  speak  is  "the  due  regula- 
tion and  domestic  order  of  the  kingdom,  whereby  the  inhabit- 
ants of  a  state,  like  members  of  a  well-governed  family,  are 
bound  to  conform  their  behaviour  to  the  rules  of  propriety, 
good  neighborhood  and  good  manners,  and  to  be  decent,  in- 
dustrious and  inoffensive  in  their  respective  stations.**  These 
are,  of  course,  elementary  principles  with  which  all  students 
of  the  law  are  fully  familiar,  but  their  restatement,  when 
appropriate  occasion  arises,  can  do  no  harm,  for  frequent 
repetitions  of  them  might,  to  the  infinite  advantage  of  society 
in  general,  have  the  effect  of  impressing  them  upon  the  minds 
of  those  gentlemen  to  whom  is  committed  the  serious  duty 
of  making  and  amending  our  laws,  or  of  those  citizens  in  in- 
corporated cities  and  towns  clothed  by  their  fellowmen  with 
the  authority  of  exercising  cognate  duties  within  a  more  lim- 
ited territorial  sphere. 
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In  the  case  at  bar,  however,  from  the  findings  of  fact  filed 
by  the  trial  judge,  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  board 
either  heard  no  evidence  whatever,  other  than  that  furnished 
by  the  general  meager  statements  of  the  petition  by  plain- 
tiffs for  the  license,  or  if  evidence  was  taken,  it  found  noth- 
ing against  them,  either  as  to  character  or  reputation,  or 
nothing  militating  against  the  issuance  of  the  license  because 
of  the  proposed  location.  The  board,  therefore,  seems  to 
have  acted  arbitrarily  or  without  particular  reason  on  the  ap- 
plication. 

The  case,  in  view  of  the  facts  thus  presented  by  the  record, 
appears,  as  suggested,  to  be  within  the  ruling  in  Henry  v. 
Barton,  107  Cal.  535,  [40  Pac  798],  and  should,  therefore, 
be  afiSrmed. 

The  district  attorney,  in  his  brief,  directs  special  attention 
to  the  language  of  the  ordinance,  ^'If,  after  due  considera- 
tion of  the  same  by  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  the  petition 
be  favorably  acted  upon,''  etc,  and  says  from  that  language 
it  is  *' apparent  that  defendants  reserved  to  themselves  the 
right  to  grant  or  refuse  a  license  for  the  canying  on  of  a 
saloon  business." 

We  see  nothing  in  the  quoted  language  from  which  it  may 
even  be  implied  that  the  ordinance  intended  reserving  to  the 
supervisors  arbitrary  discretion  to  reject  an  application  for  a 
license.  On  the  contrary,  the  phrase  ''due  consideration" 
means  a  consideration  of  the  application  upon  its  merits,  and 
the  return  of  a  judgment  based  upon  some  substantial  reason 
arising  upon  the  evidence  heard.  As  stated,  under  the  rul- 
ing in  the  case  of  Henry  v.  Barton,  and  by  the  provisions  of 
the  ordinance  pursuant  to  which  the  application  was  made, 
there  is  no  warrant  for  making  an  arbitrary  distinction  as 
against  the  plaintiffs  here. 

For  the  reasons  given,  the  judgment  appealed  from  will  be 
afi&nned« 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J*.,  concurred. 
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[Qv.    No.  314,    Thira  Appellate  Distrfct— May  6,  1907.] 

C.  M.  TATB,  Respondent,  v.  A.  B.  AITKBN  and  E.  P.  CASE, 

Appellants. 

VSNDOK  AND  PUSOHASEB^-COKTRAOT  TO   SELL — AOENOY — COMPENSATION 

OF  Agent. — ^A  contract  by  plaintiff  with  defendants,  by  which  they 
were  authorized  to  sell  the  plaintiff's  real  estate  for  $1,000,  or  such 
less  sum  aa  plaintiff  may  take,  and  giving  to  defendants,  as  re- 
muneration, all  sums  in  excess  of  the  amount  stipulated  for  sale,  does 
not  give  to  the  defendants  an  option  to  purchase,  but  is  a  contract 
of  agency,  under  which  the  defendants  were  bound  to  act  in  the 
utmost  good  faith. 
In.— Bad  Faith  or  Agent — ^Misbxpbesentation  to  Procubx  LABosa 
Ck)MMissiON— Deed  to  agent.— Where  the  plaintiff's  agents  had  a 
contract  to  sell  plaintiff's  property  for  $1,300,  and,  to  procure  a 
larger  commission,  misrepresented  to  plaintiff  that  $800  was  all 
they  could  get  for  the  property,  and  thereby  induced  plaintiff  to 
deed  the  property  to  them,  for  sale  at  that  price,  they  acted  in  bad 
faith,  and  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  remainder  of  the  $1,000 
trovi  them. 

Id. — SlONATDBl    BY      PLAINTIFF'S     WiFE— AUTHOEETT— BATIFICATION — 

AoENOT  OF  Defendants  fob  Plaintiff. — Where  the  plaintiff  author- 
ised his  wife  to  sign  the  contract  with  defendants  during  his  absence, 
making  them  their  agents  to  sell  the  land  upon  the  terms  agreed 
upon,  with  the  understanding  with  them  that  he  would  afterward 
sign  it,  and  the  employment  of  the  defendants  was  ratified  by  the 
husband's  execution  of  the  deed  to  them  by  reason  of  the  defend- 
ants' misrepresentation,  the  defendants  were  properly  found  to  be 
the  agents  of  the  plaintiff. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Conrt  of  Te- 
hama County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Wm. 
M.  Finch,  Judge  presiding. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

M.  J.  Cheatham,  and  W.  P.  Johnson,  for  Appellanta» 

John  J.  Wells,  for  Respondent. 

HART,  J. — ^Plaintiflf  commenced  this  action  for  the  purpose 
of  recovering  the  sum  of  $500  alleged  to  be  due  him  from  de- 
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fendants,  said  amount  representing,  it  is  alleged,  the  difference 
between  the  sum  paid  to  plaintiff  by  the  defendants  for  a  piece 
of  land  belonging  to  the  former,  and  the  sum  received  for 
said  land  by  said  defendants  on  a  sale  of  the  same  to  &  third 
party,  the  transaction  involving  such  sale  having  been  con- 
ducted, it  is  averred,  by  defendants  as  agents  of  plaintiff. 
Plaintiff  was  given  judgment  for  $200,  from  which  and  the 
order  denying  a  new  trial  this  appeal  is  taken. 

The  defendants,  at  and  for  some  time  prior  to  the  date  of 
the  institution  of  this  action,  were  copartners,  engaged  in  the 
business  of  buying  and  selling  real  estate,  at  the  town  of 
Ck)rning,  in  Tehama  county.  The  plaintiff  at  the  same  time 
was  the  owner  of  ''Lot  numbered  2,  in  the  Block  numbered  11, 
in  Richfield  Colony,  in  the  said  County  of  Tehama."  In  the 
month  of  July,  1904,  the  plaintiff  employed  said  defendants 
as  agents,  conferring  upon  them  full  authority  to  sell  said  lot, 
agreeing  to  pay  them  for  their  services  in  effecting  the  sale 
thereof  so  much  as  they  might  receive  therefor  in  excess  of 
a  certain  amount  fixed  and  stated  in  a  certain  written  agree- 
ment to  be  hereafter  noticed. 

It  is  charged  in  the  complaint  ''that  on  the  first  day  of 
July,  1905,  the  defendants  bargained  and  agreed  with  one  W. 
L.  Yound,  to  sell  and  convey  to  him  the  said  property  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  which 
sum  the  said  Yound  then  and  there  paid  to  the  defendants." 
It  is  further  alleged  "that  thereafter  the  defendants,  while 
still  the  agents  of  plaintiff,  for  the  purpose  of  making  the 
sale  of  the  said  property,  represented  to  plaintiff  that  they 
could  sell  the  said  property  for  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
dollars,  but  not  for  any  greater  sum,  and  they  prevailed  upon 
the  plaintiff  to  accept  the  said  sum  of  eight  hundred  dollars, 
in  full  as  payment  for  the  said  property."  The  plaintiff,  it 
is  alleged,  thereupon  executed  a  deed,  conveying  said  property 
to  defendants,  and  that  the  latter  paid  to  him  the  sum  of  $800 ; 
that  immediately  after  said  transaction,  "and  as  a  part  there- 
of," the  defendants  conveyed  said  property  to  said  W.  L. 
Yound,  the  latter  paying  to  the  defendants  therefor  the  sum 
of  $1,300. 

The  answer,  after  denying  that  the  land  was  sold  to  defend- 
ants under  the  circumstances  alleged  in  the  complaint,  and 
denying  that  plaintiff  employed  them  as  agents  to  sell  said 
land,  admits  that  the  defendants  purchased  it  at  the  price 
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mentioned,  but  declares  that  plaintiff  sold  the  same  to  them 
upon  his  ''own  volition  and  without  any  inducements  on  the 
part  of  defendants  other  than  the  ordinary  inducements 
usually  made  in  transactions  of  this  character. '^  The  sale  of 
the  land  to  Yound  for  the  sum  of  $1,300  is  also  admitted.  The 
answer,  as  a  ''further  and  second  defense,"  sets  out  the  al- 
leged written  agreement  to  which  we  have  previously  referred, 
the  same  being  signed  by  Mrs.  K.  M.  Tate,  the  wife  of  plain- 
tiff, and  by  the  defendants,  dated  July  14,  1904,  and  by  the 
provisions  of  which  the  defendants  were  purported  to  be  given 
power  and  authority  to  sell  the  land  described  in  the  com- 
plaint "for  the  sum  of  $1,000.00,  or  as  much  less  as  he  (plain- 
tiff) may  take  at  any  time  therefor,"  and  it  was  also  stipu- 
lated in  said  agreement  that  the  defendants,  for  the  services 
of  negotiating  and  consummating  such  sale,  should  retain,  as 
their  commission,  "all  over  the  above-mentioned  sum."  It  is 
then  alleged  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1905,  and  after  the 
execution  of  the  said  written  contract,  "plaintiff,  pursuant 
to  the  terms  thereof,  informed  defendants  that  he  would  re- 
duce the  price  of  the  property  named  therein  from  $1,000.00 
to  $800.00."  The  defendants  further  admit  that  when  they 
purchased  said  land  from  plaintiff  they  were  negotiating  with 
said  Yound  for  the  sale  of  the  same  to  him,  etc. 

The  evidence  offered  by  plaintiff  in  support  of  the  allega- 
tions of  his  complaint  shows,  briefly  stated,  the  following  facts: 
That  Mrs.  Tate,  wife  of  plaintiff,  signed  the  written  contract, 
set  out  in  the  answer,  by  the  request  and  consent  of  the  plain- 
tiff, authorizing  defendants  to  sell  the  property  mentioned  in 
the  pleadings,  upon  the  terms  as  therein  stipulated ;  that  plain- 
tiff himself  was  also  to  have  signed  said  contract,  but  failed 
to  do  so;  that  plaintiff  approved  the  act  of  his  wife  in  mak- 
ing and  signing  said  contract;  that  on  July  1,  1895,  while 
plaintiff  was  absent  from  home,  the  defendant  Case  called 
at  his  residence,  and  stated  to  plaintiff's  wife  that  he  (Case) 
had  a  purchaser  for  the  property  if  the  price  were  reduced 
from  $1,000  to  $800;  that  Mrs.  Tate  asked  time  in  which  to 
consult  her  husband  with  regard  to  the  proposition,  but  that 
Case  advised  her  to  take  $800  for  the  property,  as  that  was 
as  much  as  could  be  obtained  for  it,  and  that  in  selling  it 
for  that  sum  they  (the  defendants)  would  receive  no  com- 
mission; that  finally  Mrs.  Tate  consented  to  take  the  respon- 
sibility of  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  property  for  the  amount 
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mentioned;  that  when  plaintiff  returned  home  his  wife  re- 
lated to  him  the  facts  of  the  transaction  which  had  occurred 
between  her  and  the  defendant  Case;  that  he  approved  and 
ratified  her  action  in  the  acceptance  of  Case's  proposition 
to  pay  $800  for  the  land,  by  the  execution  of  a  deed  convey- 
ing the  property  to  defendants,  and  left  the  same  ''at  the 
bank"  to  be  delivered  to  defendants  upon  the  payment  of 
the  sum  agreed  upon;  that  defendants  paid  plaintiff  the 
amount  and  received  the  deed,  which  bore  date  of  July  5, 
1905. 

The  foregoing  represents  in  substance  and  effect  the  testi- 
mony given  by  Mrs.  Tate.  There  was  introduced  in  evi- 
dence a  document,  signed  by  the  defendants,  and  dated  July 
1,  1905,  purpoi-ting  to  be  an  acknowledgment  by  them  of  the 
receipt  from  W.  L.  Yound  of  the  sum  of  $1,300  ''payment 
in  full  Lot  2,  Blk  11,  34  acres  more  or  less,  Richfield."  The 
plaintiff  testified  that  his  wife  had  told  him  of  the  conversa- 
tion with  Case,  and  that  believing  therefrom  that  the  sum 
of  $800  was  all  that  he  could  get  for  the  property,  conveyed 
the  same  to  defendants  for  that  sum.  He  stated,  in  reply 
to  a  question  asked  on  cross-examination,  that  his  wife  acted 
for  him  in  the  matter,  and  that  he  had  ratified  her  acta.  Mr. 
Yound  testified  to  having  paid  to  defendants  the  sum  of 
$1,300  for  the  property  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1905.  These 
are  in  brief  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  evidence  introduced 
on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff. 

The  defendants,  while  admitting  having  entered  into  the 
contract  for  the  sale  of  the  land  to  which  they  and  Mrs. 
Tate  had  subscribed  their  names,  testified  that  subsequent 
to  the  execution  thereof,  the  price  of  $1,000  called  for  by  said 
contract  for  said  property  was  verbally  changed  by  plain- 
tiff to  $800.  The  defendant  Case  testified  as  follows:  "On 
Friday,  the  30th  day  of  June,  I  told  her  (Mrs.  Tate)  we 
had  some  parties  looking  at  the  place,  and  that  we  had  hopes 
to  sell.  I  explained  to  her  and  told  her  the  price  we  were 
asking  for  the  place  was  thirteen  hundred  dollars;  that  we 
often  had  to  make  trades,  and  I  expected  if  we  sold  the  place, 
to  have  to  make  a  deal  and  trade  it  off.  I  went  specifically  to 
ask  her  if  she  would  take  less  than  eight  hundred  dollars. 
It  was  understood  that  eight  hundred  dollars  was  the  price. 
It  had  been  talked  again  and  again.  I  asked  her.  in  case 
we  couldn't  make  a  sale  to  do  any  better,  if  we  should  turn 
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it  down,  if  we  couldn't  get  the  eight  hundred  dollars  for  her, 
and  ahe  said  she  would  rather  not  take  less  than  eight  hun- 
dred dollars.  I  told  her  then  that  if  she  was  satisfied  to  take 
the  eight  hundred  dollars  to  oome  down  the  next  morning 
to  make  out  the  deed,  and  we  would  take  our  chaneea  on  sell- 
ing the  place.  Before  I  had  gone  out  to  Mrs.  Tate's  I  had 
taken  Mr.  Yound  out  to  look  at  the  place  and  on  Saturday  I 
took  him  out  again.  In  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  Mr.  Yound 
came  back  to  the  office  and  after  some  little  talk  he  decided 
to  take  the  property  at  $1,300.  ...  He  then  paid  us  the 
$1,800.00.  After  he  had  paid  us  the  money  for  the  place,  I 
went  out  and  told  Mrs.  Tate  that  she  could  come  in  and  have 
the  deed  fixed  up  and  then  we  would  pay  her  the  money. 

''She  understood  that  Mr.  Aitken  and  I  had  bought  the 
place  from  her  on  Friday  evening.  We  told  her  we  would 
take  the  place  and  take  chances  on  selling  it.  We  were  tak- 
ing it  under  and  in  pursuance  of  that  contract."  Defendant 
Aitken  corroborated  the  testimony  of  Case  as  to  an  alleged 
conversation  with  Mrs.  Tate  in  the  former's  office  in  which 
the  latter,  it  was  claimed,  said  that  she  would  be  satisfied  to 
receive  $800  for  the  property,  and  that  she  did  not  care  how 
much  defendants  made  over  and  above  that  sum.  There  was 
testimony  to  the  same  effect  by  one  B.  B.  Aitken.  In  re- 
buttal, the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  testified  that,  having  heard, 
after  the  conveyance  of  the  property  to  the  defendants,  the 
latter  had  sold  the  same  for  $1,300,  they  called  on  the  de- 
fendant Case,  repeated  to  him  what  they  had  learned,  and 
he  then  insisted  that  they  had  received  but  $800  for  the  prop- 
erty from  Mr.  Yound,  etc. 

The  court  found  that  the  defendants  were  the  agents  of 
plaintiff  for  the  sale  of  the  property;  that  as  such  agents  of 
plaintiff  they  ''bargained  and  agreed  with  one  W.  L.  Yound 
to  sell  and  convey  to  him  the  said  property  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sum  of  thirteen  hundred  dollars,  which  said 
sum  the  said  Yound  then  and  there  paid  to  defendants" ;  that 
defendants,  after  such  sale  to  said  Yound,  represented  to 
plaintiff  that  the  sum  of  $800  could  be  obtained  for  said 
property,  and  that  it  could  be  sold  for  no  greater  sum,-  that 
plaintiff,  relying  on  such  representations,  and,  being  in  ig- 
norance of  tiie  negotiations  for  the  sale  of  the  land  by  de- 
fendants to  Youndi  accepted  the  sum  of  $800  therefor,  and 
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thereupon  oonveyed  the  same  to  defendants;  that  thereafter 
defendants  conveyed  the  land  to  Yound. 

The  appellants  undertake  to  avoid  the  effect  of  the  judg- 
ment against  them  upon  the  ground  that,  as  they  seem  with 
earnestness  to  contend,  as  to  the  transaction  responsible  for 
this  action,  they  were  not  at  any  time  acting  as,  or  were,  in 
fact,  the  agents  of  plaintiff.  This  contention  is  urged  mainly 
upon  the  proposition  that  the  written  contract  which  pur- 
ported to  authorize  them  to  sell  the  property  was  not  in  fact 
or  in  law  the  act  of  plaintiff,  because  it  was  not  signed  or 
executed  by  him.  But  the  evidence  as  presented  by  the 
record  justifies  no  such  assumption.  While  it  is  true  that 
the  agreement  empowering  the  defendants  to  sell  the  property 
for  plaintiff  does  not  bear  his  signature,  and  on  its  face 
appears  to  carry  with  it  no  other  or  further  authority  tibian 
that  which  his  wife  by  her  own  individual  act  sought  to  con« 
fer,  the  testimony  of  the  latter,  which  upon  this  point  not 
only  stands  in  the  record  absolutely  uncontroverted  but  with- 
out any  attempt  at  contradiction  whatever,  is  to  the  effect 
that  her  husband,  who  was  employed  in  a  store  at  Vina,  and 
had  little  opportunity  to  give  personal  attention  to  the  matter, 
authorized  her  to  see  the  defendant,  Case,  '^and  put  the 
property  in  his  hands  as  our  agent";  that  she  called  at  the 
office  of  Aitken  &  Case,  ^^and  Dr.  Case  wrote  out  a  contract 
with  me,  and  I  signed  it,  and  the  arrangement  was  that  the 
first  time  my  husband  was  in  town  he  would  call  at  the  office 
and  sign  it,  too,  and  it  was  so  understood  when  I  left  Dr. 
Case."  She  further  testified  that  her  husband  approved  her 
act  in  signing  the  agreement,  and  had  said  to  her  that  he 
would  himself  sign  it  at  some  later  time.  Her  testimony 
with  reference  to  this  agreement  was  corroborated  by  her 
husband,  who  was  made  to  say  by  the  attorney  for  the  ap- 
pellants himself,  on  cross-examination,  that  his  wife  had  acted 
for  him  in  the  transaction.  Moreover,  the  actions  of  plaintiff, 
as  disclosed  by  the  evidence,  clearly  show  that  he  ratified  the 
acts  of  his  wife,  both  in  the  execution  of  the  agreement  with 
the  defendants  and  in  the  sale  of  the  property  to  them.  After 
the  property  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  appellants  for 
the  purpose  of  selling  it  for  the  plaintiff,  the  former  adver- 
tised it  over  their  firm  name  for  sale  for  the  sum  of  $1,300 
in  the  Coming  "Observer,"  a  newspaper  published  at  Com- 
ing, and  this  advertisement  came  under  the  observation  «! 
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and  was  known  to  Mrs.  Tate,  and,  while  it  does  not  directly 
00  appear  from  the  evidence,  it  is  a  most  reasonable  conclusion 
that  plaintiff  also  must  have  known  of  said  advertisement. 

That  the  representation  made  by  Case  to  Mrs.  Tate  in  the 
conversation  after  the  defendants  had  virtually  made  a  sale 
of  the  property  to  Yound,  to  the  effect  that  the  sum  of  $800 
was  as  much  as  could  be  secured  for  the  land,  was  untrue, 
and  resorted  to  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  obtain  a  larger 
commission  from  the  sale  than  the  defendants  could  otherwise 
hope  to  receive,  we  think  is  indubitably  established  by  the 
testimony  of  Case  himself.  According  to  his  evidence,  after 
he  was  undoubtedly  satisfied  that  he  could  sell  the  land  for 
$1,300,  he  asked  Mrs.  Tate  if  she  would  not  take  less  than 
$800  for  it,  because  that  sum  could  not  be  obtained  for  it, 
and  that  she  refused  to  accept  anything  less  than  that  amount, 
whereupon  he  told  her  that  he  would  take  it  at  that  figure, 
and  requested  her  to  call  at  his  office  with  the  deed  transfer- 
ring it  to  defendants.  It  is  true  that  he  says  that  this  con- 
versation occurred  on  June  30th,  the  day  before  the  sum  of 
$1,300  was  paid  to  his  firm  by  Yound  for  the  land ;  but  Mrs. 
Tate  says  it  took  place  on  the  evening  of  July  1st.  The  court 
found  the  fact  as  testified  to  by  Mrs.  Tate,  and  it  is  sufficient 
to  say  that,  from  a  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  record, 
we  are  fully  satisfied  and  in  perfect  accord  with  that  finding. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  when  Case  declared  to  Mrs.  Tate  that 
the  sum  of  $800  could  not  be  obtained  for  the  land,  that  he 
thus  made  a  statement  having  no  foundation  in  fact,  for, 
accepting  his  own  word,  when  he  discovered  that  she  was 
unwilling  to  part  with  the  property  for  less  than  that  amount, 
he  told  her  he  would  buy  the  property  at  that  price.  This, 
too,  in  the  face  of  repeated  asseverations  that  he  would  be 
unable  to  make  any  profit  on  the  sale  of  the  property,  unless 
he  could  secure  it  for  less  than  $800.  It  is  also  a  circumstance 
of  considerable  significance  that  when  Case,  according  to  his 
own  statement  as  a  witness,  after  receiving  the  sum  of  $1,300 
for  Uie  property — ^which  event  occurred,  it  will  be  recalled, 
before  his  firm  acquired  title  to  it— called  on  Mrs.  Tate  at 
her  house,  and  requested  her  to  ''come  in  and  have  the  deed 
fixed  up  and  then  we  would  pay  her  the  money,"  said  abso- 
lutely nothing  of  having  already  sold  the  land  to  Yound. 
The  whole  affair,  as  it  is  portrayed  by  the  evidence  before 
Qji^  io  far  as  it  concerns  the  part  taken  in  it  by  the  defend- 
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ants,  appears  to  bear  the  marks  of  the  ambidexterity  1^  which 
transactions  involving  real  estate  deals  are  too  often  char- 
acterized. The  evidence  fully  supports  the  findings  of  the 
trial  court,  and  there  is  no  reason  which  the  record  discovers 
justifying  the  fostering  of  any  doubt  that  the  judgment  is 
just  and  that  it  should  be  sustained.  Counsel  have  directed 
our  attention  to  the  law  and  some  cases  bearing  thereon  with 
reference  to  the  elements,  the  existence  of  which  is  essential 
to  the  establishment  of  the  relation  of  principal  and  agent. 
We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  the  principles  thus  stated  and 
presented;  but,  under  the  facts  as  shown  by  the  record,  they 
have  no  force  here.  The  evidence  sufficiently  shows  that  the 
acts  of  Mrs.  Tate  in  the  transaction,  from  its  inception  to 
its  conclusion,  were  first  authorized  and  subsequently  ratified 
by  the  plaintiff.  It  shows,  as  we  have  stated,  that  the  de- 
fendants were,  as  to  the  sale  of  the  property,  at  all  the  times 
mentioned  in  the  complaint,  agents  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
they  did  not,  in  the  part  of  the  transaction  involving  the  final 
disposition  of  the  land,  act  in  good  faith  with  their  client. 

Counsel  have  made  an  attempt  to  maintain  that  the  agree- 
ment, by  the  provisions  of  which  defendants  were  made  the 
agents  of  plaintiff  for  the  sale  of  the  property,  amounts  only 
to  an  option  to  purchase  said  property  by  the  defendants. 
This  contention  is  not  supportable.  The  writing,  in  express 
and  unequivocal  terms,  empowers  and  authorizes  defendants, 
as  agents  of  the  plaintiff,  to  sell  the  property  '*for  the  sum 
of  $1,000,  or  as  much  less  as  we  may  take  at  any  time  there- 
after," and  the  defendants  in  unmistakable  language  agree, 
as  agents,  to  sell  the  property  and  to  accept  as  their  re- 
muneration therefor  any  sum  which  they  might  succeed  in 
obtaining  for  it  in  excess  of  that  which  it  was  stipulated 
plaintiff  should  receive  for  it. 

The  only  errors  urged  are  based  upon  the  insufficiency  of 
the  evidence  to  support  the  findings,  and  therefore,  having 
disposed  of  those  against  the  contention  of  appellant,  it  fol- 
lows that  the  judgment  and  order  appealed  from  must  be 
affirmed,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  July  5,  1907. 
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[Qt.    No.  181.    ThM  Appellate  Distriet.— Maj  9,  1907.] 

DANIEL  SHIVELY  and  WILLIAM  B.  SHIVELT,  Ad- 
ministrators of  the  Estate  of  W,  B.  SHIVELY,  Deceased, 
Appellants,  v.  BOBEBT  LEE  HABBIS  and  CLABA 
GABTEB,  Bespondents. 

ESTATIB  OP  DXGEABED  PSBSONS — JUDOIONT  AOAmST  ABlONXSTaATOBa — 

Allowid  Claim — Statutx  or  Lhotatioks. — ^Under  seetion  1504  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  a  final  judgment  recovered  against 
administrators  has  onlj  the  effect  of  an  allowed  elaim,  which  must 
be  directed  to  be  paid  in  the  course  of  administration,  and  no  stat- 
ute of  limitations  can  run  against  the  judgment,  though  more  than 
five  years  have  elapsed  from  the  date  when  it  became  final,  while 
the  administration  still  continues. 

1]>^— TTntenablb  Action  bt  Admimistsatobs. — An  action  cannot  be  sus- 
tained bj  the  administrators  to  have  it  declared  that  a  judgment 
against  the  estate  is  barred  bj  the  statute  and  is  not  a  elaim  against 
the  estate. 

10. — Complaint  on  Judgmsnt— Absxnox  op  Summons— Abandon- 
ment— ^Election  op  Bemedt — Cbbditox  not  Estoppxd. — The  mere 
filing  of  a  complaint  upon  such  judgment  against  the  administrators 
just  before  the  expiration  of  five  years  from  the  date  of  its  finalitj 
is  not  the  pursuit  of  any  remedy,  and  the  principle  of  election  of 
remedy  does  not  apply  to  estop  the  plaintiff  from  claiming  under 
the  judgment  as  an  allowed  claim,  where  he  took  no  further  step 
in  the  action,  and  issued  no  summons  therein,  bat  practically 
abandoned  it. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Hum- 
boldt County.    Q.  W.  Hunter,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Heniy  L.  Ford,  and  J.  S.  Bumell,  for  Appellants. 

Gillett  &  Cutler,  for  Bespondents. 

BUENETT,  J. — There  are  two  counts  to  the  complaint. 
In  the  first  it  is  alleged  that  the  respondent  Harris,  on  May 
18,  1896,  recovered  a  judgment  against  appellants  as  ad- 
5  Cal.  App.— 33 
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ministrators  of  the  estate  of  W.  B.  Shively,  deceased,  for  the 
■urn  of  $829.93,  which  judgment  was  not  appealed  from  and 
became  final  May  18,  1897;  that  before  the  said  judgment 
became  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  namely,  on  May 
18,  1902,  said  Harris  brought  suit  on  said  judgment  and  no 
summons  was  ever  issued  therein,  although  more  than  two 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  filing  of  the  complaint  in  that 
action;  and  the  said  Harris  wrongfully  maintains  that  by 
reason  of  said  barred  judgment  he  has  a  claim  against  the 
said  estate  and  that  said  claim  is  a  cloud  upon  said  estate. 
In  the  second  count  it  appears  that  respondent  Clara  Carter 
brought  a  similar  action  against  appellants  and  recovered 
judgment  and  assigned  the  judgment  to  Harris,  and  in  other 
respects  the  first  and  second  counts  are  similar.  The  prayer 
of  the  complaint  is:  ** Wherefore,  said  plaintiffs  pray  judg- 
ment of  this  Honorable  Court  that  said  barred  judgment 
and  barred  cause  of  action  is  not  a  claim  against  said  estate." 

A  demurrer  was  interposed  on  the  ground  **that  said  com- 
plaint does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
action,"  and  was  sustained  by  the  court  without  leave  to 
amend.  From  the  judgment  entered  accordingly  in  favor  of 
defendants,  plaintiffs  appealed. 

There  is  no  merit  whatever  in  the  contention  of  appellants. 
It  is  based  entirely  upon  the  proposition  that  the  judgment 
obtained  by  respondents  against  the  Shively  estate  was  barred 
in  five  years,  and  that  an  action  was  necessary  in  order  to 
keep  alive  said  judgment.  The  truth  is  that  the  jtidgment 
against  the  administrators  was  not  affected  by  the  statute  of 
limitations  as,  during  the  whole  time,  the  estate  was  in  pro- 
cess of  administration;  and  it  was  an  idle  and  nugatory  act 
on  the  part  of  Harris  to  institute  an  action  to  renew  said 
judgment,  as  his  learned  counsel  no  doubt  speedily  recognized, 
since  he  did  nothing  after  filing  the  complaint  to  bring  said 
cause  to  an  issue. 

Section  1504  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides  that: 
•*A  judgment  rendered  against  an  executor  or  administrator, 
upon  any  claim  for  money  against  the  estate  of  his  testator 
or  intestate,  only  establishes  the  claim  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  it  had  been  allowed  by  the  executor  or  administrator 
and  the  judge;  and  the  judgment  must  be  that  the  executor 
or  administrator  pay,  in  due  course  of  administration,  the 
amount  ascertained  to  be  due.  ...  No  execution  must  issue 
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upon  such  judgment,  nop  shall  it  create  any  lien  upon  the 
property  of  the  estate,  or  give  to  the  judgment  creditor  any 
priority  of  payment.'* 

It  would  hardly  be  contended  that  while  the  estate  was 
being  administered  the  statute  would  run  against  a  claim  that 
had  been  allowed  by  the  executor  and  approved  by  the  judge. 
But  by  the  foregoing  section  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure 
a  judgment  rendered  against  an  executor  or  administrator 
is  placed  upon  the  same  footing  as  such  a  claim.  Indeed,  the 
question  has  been  settled  by  the  supreme  court  in  opposition 
to  the  claim  of  appellants.  In  Estate  of  Schroeder,  46 
Cal.  307,  it  is  said:  '*We  think  there  are  several  reasons  why 
the  statute  does  not  run  pending  the  administration  against 
a  claim  allowed.  .  .  .  Other  reasons  might  be  adduced,  but 
these  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the  statute  of  limitations 
ceases  to  run  during  a  pending  administration  against  claims 
duly  allowed."  The  opinion  shows  that  the  court  was  con- 
sidering judgments  rendered  against  administrators  and  not 
claims  that  were  allowed  by  said  administrators.  However, 
as  stated,  the  doctrine  applicable  to  both  is  the  same.  (See, 
also,  In  re  ArgueUo,  85  Cal.  151,  [24  Pac.  641] ,  Wise  v.  Wttt- 
iams,  88  Cal.  30,  [25  Pac.  1064],  and  Estate  of  More,  121 
Cal.  635,  [54  Pac.  14S].) 

The  other  point  that  *'the  defendant  Harris  elected  his 
remedy  by  the  commencement  of  the  action  and  he  is  now 
barred  by  his  election"  is  equally  without  merit.  It  is  based 
upon  the  proposition  that  *' where  there  exists  an  election 
between  inconsistent  remedies,  the  party  is  confined  to  the 
remedy  which  he  first  prefers  to  adopt"  (Rodemund  v. 
Clark,  46  N.  Y.  354) ;  or,  as  stated  in  another  case:  "It  is 
one  of  the  very  elements  of  the  law  that  when  a  suitor  reaches 
the  parting  of  the  ways  in  the  pursuit  of  inconsistent  rem- 
edies he  must  elect  which  road  he  must  follow.  The  first  step 
taken  is  an  election,  and  the  election,  when  made,  is  irrev- 
ocable." 

The  principle  is  sound  but  it  is  manifest  that  it  has  no 
application  to  the  case  at  bar.  There  was  no  choice  here 
between  two  inconsistent  remedies.  The  course  pursued  by 
Harris  in  bringing  the  second  suit  was  not  in  pursuit  of  any 
remedy  at  all.  It  had  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  judgment 
against  the  estate,  and  he  very  properly  abandoned  the  action 
before  bringing  the  appellants  into  court    The  mere  filing 
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of  a  complaint,  which  could  not  be  sustained  and  which  was 
abandoned,  cannot  be  urged  as  an  estoppel  against  the  asser- 
tion of  a  judgment  against  the  estate  which  has  not  been 
satisfied  and  still  remains  in  full  force  and  effect 
The  judgment  is  afi&rmed. 

Hart^  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[GIt.    No.  291.    Second  Appellate  I>iBtriet.^lCaj  11,  1907.] 

J.  W.  FBEEMAN,  Respondent,  ▼.  BOBEBT  A.  BBOWN, 

Appellant 

Niw  Tbul — Statbicbnt — Omission  or  SpsciFiaATioNS — ^Bitxtsal  wo 
Allow  Amendmbkt — Disobetion — ^Bkvixw  upon  Appxal. — Though 
an  order  refusing  to  allow  a  supplemental  amendment  to  the  state- 
ment on  motion  for  new  trial  to  add  thereto  specifications  whoUj 
omitted  therefrom  hj  oversight  and  excusable  neglect,  under  seetion 
473  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is  reviewable  upon  appeal  there- 
from,  jet  such  order  was  addressed  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
eourt,  and  where  the  review  upon  appeal  shows  no  abuse  of  dis- 
eretiony  the  order  refusing  to  grant  the  relief  will  be  afBlrmed. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Snperior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  refusing  leave  to  amend  a  statement  on  mo- 
tion for  a  new  triaL    Walter  Bordwell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

George  L.  Eeefer,  and  Walter  L.  Bowers,  for  Appellant 

The  court  should  have  granted  the  leave  to  amend  in  fur- 
therance of  justice,  and  it  was  error  not  to  do  so.  (Code  Civ. 
Proc,  sec.  473;  Butler  v.  King,  10  Cal.  343;  Cook  v.  Spears, 
2  Cal.  409,  56  Am.  Dec.  348;  lAnhart  v.  Buiff,  11  Cal.  280; 
Smith  V.  Yreka  etc.  Co.,  14  CaL  202;  McMillen  v.  Dana,  18 
Cal.  349 ;  Roland  v.  Kreyenhagan,  18  Cal.  457 ;  Pierson  v.  If c 
Cahill,  22  CaL  128;  Gould  v.  Stafford,  101  Cal.  32,  35  Pac 
429;  Ward  v.  Clay,  82  Cal.  502,  23  Pac.  50,  227;  City  Im^ 
provement  Co.  v.  Emmons,  138  Cal.  300,  71  Pac.  332;  Swett 
T.  Gray,  141  CaL  63,  74  Pac  439.)    When  it  is  not  done  in 
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furtherance  of  justice  it  is  error,  {C^mnolly  v.  Peck,  3  Cal. 
82;  Tyron  v.  Sutton,  13  Cal.  494;  Hooper  v.  WeUs-Fargo  Co., 
27  Cal.  35,  85  Am.  Dec.  211 ;  Farmers'  etc.  Bcmk  ▼.  Stover,  60 
Cal.  388;  Marr  v.  Rhodes,  131  Cal.  267,  63  Pac.  364;  McDou- 
gold  V.  Hulet,  132  Cal.  154,  64  Pac.  278.)  The  statement  may 
be  amended  to  insert  all  the  grounds  of  the  motion  and  speci- 
fications after  the  time  for  filing  the  statement  has  passed. 
{Valentine  v.  Stewart,  15  Cal.  387,  396;  Loucks  v.  Edmonds 
son,  18  Cal.  203;  Lucas  v.  City  of  Marysville,  46  Cal.  200; 
Smith  ▼.  City  of  Stockton,  73  Cal.  206,  14  Pac.  675.)  The 
oversight  of  counsel  is  sufficient  ground  for  the  amendment. 
(Kirstevn  v.  Madden,  38  Cal.  158.)  It  is  right  and  proper 
to  allow  the  amendment  so  that  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
may  be  heard  upon  its  merits.  {Clark  v.  Rauer,  1  Cal.  App. 
Dec  753.) 

H.  M.  Barstow,  for  Respondent. 

No  appeal  lies  from  the  order  in  question.  (Melde  v.  Rey- 
nolds, 120  Cal.  234<238,  52  Pac.  491.)  Oversight  unexplained 
is  not  an  excuse.    {Bailey  v.  Taaffe,  29  Cal.  425.) 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  an  order  denying  the  de- 
fendant's application  for  leave  to  amend  proposed  statement 
on  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Upon  the  trial  of  the  action  in  the  court  below  judgment 
was  entered  against  defendant,  and  in  due  time  he  served 
his  notice  of  intention  to  move  for  a  new  trial  and  served 
and  filed  his  proposed  statement  on  such  motion,  which  state- 
ment omitted  to  specify  the  particulars  wherein  the  evidence 
was  insufficient  to  justify  the  findings,  and  wherein  the  de- 
cision and  judgment  was  against  law,  and  the  errors  in  law 
occurring  at  the  trial  and  excepted  to  by  the  defendant. 
When  the  settlement  of  the  statement  came  on  for  hearing 
defendant  asked  leave  to  amend  the  proposed  statement  by 
filing  a  supplemental  statement  setting  forth  the  omissions 
hereinbefore  referred  to.  This  application  was  supported  by 
an  affidavit  of  one  of  the  attorneys,  ''that  by  reason  of  an 
oversight  and  through  press  of  business  affiant  omitted  to 
specify  in  the  proposed  statement  the  particulars  wherein 
the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  justify  the  findings,  wherein 
the  decision  and  judgment  was  against  law,  and  the  errors 
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in  law  occurring  at  the  trial  and  excepted  to  by  defendant; 
that  said  errors  and  omissions  occurred  entirely  through  an 
oversight  and  through  press  of  business  which  caused  afQant 
to  overlook  said  error  and  omission."  The  court  denied  this 
leave  to  amend  and  file  supplemental  statement,  from  which 
order  defendant  appeals. 

It  is  settled  that  the  order  of  a  court  made  in  the  exercise 
of  its  discretionary  power  denying  relief  of  this  character  ia 
reviewable  upon  appeal  {Murphy  v.  Stelliiig,  133  Cal.  641, 
[72  Pac.  176]  )y  and  in  this  case  such  appeal  was  taken  in  time. 
{PoUitz  V.  Wickersham,  150  Cal.  138,  [88  Pac.  911].)  The 
relief  sought  by  defendant  was  from  the  result  of  mistake, 
inadvertence  and  excusable  neglect  under  section  473,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure.  The  court  has  the  power  so  to  relieve,  but 
the  granting  of  such  relief  rests  in  the  sound  discretion  of 
the  court.  "Whether  or  not  the  circumstances  of  a  particular 
case  are  such  that  the  mistake  or  inadvertence  should  be  ex- 
cused is  a  question  the  determination  of  which  must,  of  neces- 
sity, be  left  largely  to  the  court  to  which  application  is  made; 
and  it  is  well  settled  that  this  court  will  not  interfere  with 
the  exercise  of  the  discretion  of  that  tribunal,  except  in  a 
case  where  a  clear  abuse  of  discretion  is  apparent."  (Vinson 
V.  Los  Angeles  Pac.  B.  Co.,  147  Cal.  479,  [82  Pac.  64].)  In 
this  last  case,  where  the  affidavit  showed  that  the  press  of 
professional  duties  occasioned  the  neglect,  it  was  held  not 
an  abuse  of  discretion  to  grant  relief.  In  this  case,  however, 
press  of  professional  duties  is  not  assigned,  but  press  of  busi- 
ness, which  may  comprehend  matters  foreign  to  the  duties 
of  an  attorney,  is  urged.  The  whole  matter,  however,  was 
for  the  trial  court,  and  we  cannot  say  from  the  meager  affi- 
davit presented  and  relied  upon  that  the  court  abused  its 
discretion  in  deuying  the  relief  sought. 

The  order  denying  leave  to  file  supplemental  statement  is 
affirmed, 

Shaw,  J^  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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[CiT.    No.  811.    Second  AppeHate  BiBtriet.— Maj  IS,  1907.] 

TICK  WO,  Respondent,  v.  M.  E.  IJNDERHILL,  Adminis- 
tratrix of  Estate  of  J.  H.  UNDEBHILL,  Deceased,  Ap- 
pellant. 

Action  Against  Administratrix — ^Rejected  Claim — ^Account — ^Evi- 
DKNCE — Boos  or  Accounts. — In  an  action  against  the  admin- 
Sfltratiiz  upon  a  rejected  claim  for  meals  furnished  and  money 
loaned  to  the  decedent,  the  plaintiff's  book  of  accounts  was  prop- 
erly admitted  in  evidence  to  show  the  number  of  meals  furnished 
to  the  employees  of  the  deceased  at  his  request,  in  connection  with 
evidence  tending  to  show  that  it  was  a  book  of  original  entries,  and 
was  fairlj  and  honestly  kept.  What  credit  waa  to  be  given  to  the 
entries  was  for  the  trial  court  to  determine. 

Id. — ^BooK  Kept  in  Chinese  Characters — Translation. — ^Where  the 
book  of  accounts  was  kept  in  Chinese  characters,  there  was  no  error 
in  permitting  a  witness  to  translate  its  entries  to  the  court 

Id. — Corroboration  or  Account. — Held,  that  there  was  evidence  in  the 
record  outside  of  the  book  of  account  which  tended  to  sustain  the 
finding  of  the  court  as  to  the  value  of  the  meals  furnished;  and 
that  the  court  properly  allowed  one  of  the  employees  of  the  de- 
eeased  to  testify  that  he  was  paid  a  fixed  sum  and  his  board  by  the 
deceased,  and  that  this  board  was  furnished  by  plaintiff. 

Id. — MoNXT  Loaned — ^Book  or  Accounts — SurnciENCT  or  Evidence.— 
An  entry  in  the  book  of  accounts  is  not  proof  of  monej  loaned;  but 
it  is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  finding  thereupon  that  there  is  ample 
proof  outside  of  the  book  to  show  that  plaintiff  made  the  loan,  and 
that  it  was  unpaid. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Kern 
County  denying  a  new  trial.    J,  W.  Mahon,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  W.  P.  Laird,  and  E.  B.  Coil,  for  Appellant. 

No  sufficient  foundation  was  laid  for  the  admission  of  the 
books.  (Watrous  v.  Cunningham,  71  Cal.  32,  11  Pac.  811; 
Vosburgh  v.  Thayer,  12  Johns.  461 ;  Morrell  v.  Whitehead,  4 
B.  D.  Smith,  239 ;  Conklin  v.  Siambler,  8  Abb.  Pr.  395.)  The 
books  were  not  admissible  to  prove  the  loan.  (2  Wigmore  on 
Evidence,  sees.  539,  1549;  Collins  v.  Bard,  2  Cal.  421;  Lu 
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France  v.  Hemtt,  7  Cal.  186 ;  Veiths  v.  Hoggs,  8  Iowa,  187.) 
Nor  to  prove  entries  against  third  persons.  (2  Wigmore  on 
Evidence,  sees.  1541,  1549.) 

W.  W.  Kaye,  and  Thomas  Scott,  for  Bespondent. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  competent  witness  to  prove  the  correct- 
ness of  his  book  of  original  entries,  kept  by  himself,  as  against 
the  decedent.  (Landis  v.  Turner,  14  Cal.  573 ;  Roche  v.  Ware, 
71  Cal.  375,  60  Am.  Rep.  539,  12  Pac.  284;  Cowdery  ▼.  Mc- 
Chesney,  124  Cal.  863,  367,  57  Pac.  221.) 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 
Plaintiff  was  the  keeper  of  an  eating-house  at  Mojave,  and 
Underbill,  deceased,  was  a  saloon-keeper  and  ice  dealer  in 
the  same  town.  Plaintiff  issued  meal  tickets  representing 
twenty-one  meals  for  a  consideration  of  $5.  Some  of  Under- 
bill's employees  took  their  meals  at  plaintiff's  place  of  busi- 
ness. For  these  meals  tickets  were  issued  to  Underbill  and 
be  delivered  the  same  to  his  employees,  and  when  he  settled 
with  them  he  took  from  their  wages  the  price  of  the  meals 
so  furnished  by  plaintiff. 

The  court  finds  that  the  price  and  value  of  such  meals  so 
furnished  Underbill's  employees  was  $80;  and,  in  addition, 
that  during  Underbill's  life  plaintiff  loaned  him  $500  in 
money. 

Appellant  was  duly  appointed  administratrix  of  Under- 
bill's estate  and  plaintiff  duly  presented  his  claim  against 
the  estate  for  the  price  and  value  of  such  meals  so  furnished 
and  the  amount  of  such  loan;  and  the  same  being  rejected, 
he  brings  this  action.  The  court  gave  judgment  for  plaintiff. 
No  appeal  from  the  judgment  was  perfected  within  time,  and 
the  only  appeal  is  from  the  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

It  is  urged  that  the  court  erred  in  permitting  plaintiff's 
book  of  accounts  to  be  read  in  evidence,  because  no  prelim- 
inary proof  was  first  made  entitling  it  to  be  received.  The 
book  was  kept  in  Chinese  characters,  and  plaintiff  was  prop- 
erly permitted  to  testify  as  to  his  business;  that  he  kept  the 
book  offered  in  evidence  in  connection  with  his  business ;  that 
this  book  contained  the  original  entries  made  at  the  time 
of  the  transactions;  that  he  kept  no  other  books;  that  when 
he  delivered  a  meal  ticket  he  immediately  put  it  down  in  the 
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book;  that  the  entries  were  all  made  by  hiinself.  We  think 
this  su£Scient  preliminary  proof,  coupled  with  the  evidence 
of  other  witnesses  that  the  entries  as  to  the  price  of  meal 
tickets  corresponded  with  the  fixed  chaise  therefor  and  that 
plaintiff  wrote  part  of  the  entries  at  the  time  of  the  trans- 
action in  the  presence  of  sach  witnesses  and  in  the  book 
offered  in  evidence;  all  of  which  tended  to  show  that  the 
book  was  fairly  and  honestly  kept.  What  credit  should  be 
given  such  entries  in  such  book  was  for  the  trial  court  to 
determine.  Were  it  even  conceded  that  plaintiff  was  not 
competent  to  testify  as  to  its  correctness  and  fairness,  an 
attempt  to  prove  such  fact  by  plaintiff  himself  was  abortive. 
A  question  was  asked  him  in  relation  thereto  and  objected 
to,  but  the  answer  was  not  responsive  and  established  nothing, 
and  no  prejudicial  error  is  apparent  in  the  ruling  of  the  court. 
There  is  some  evidence  in  the  record  outside  of  this  book 
which  tended  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the  court  that  meals 
to  the  value  of  $80  were  furnished  on  and  before  the  twelfth 
day  of  June,  1904,  and  the  price  thereof  unpaid. 

There  was  no  error  in  permitting  a  witness  to  translate  to 
the  court  this  book  so  kept  in  Chinese  characters. 

There  was  no  error  in  permitting  the  witness  Taylor  to 
testify  that  he  was  paid  a  fixed  sum  and  his  board  by  Under- 
bill and  that  this  board  was  furnished  by  plaintiff.  It  was 
competent  evidence  and  tended  to  support  plaintiff's  con- 
tention. 

The  entry  of  cash  loaned  which  appears  in  the  book  of 
accounts  received  in  evidence  would  not  of  itself  justify  a 
finding  in  that  regard.  The  book  was  competent  as  to  the 
transactions  connected  with  the  plaintiff's  business,  and  an 
entry  therein  disconnected  from  such  business  would  not 
affect  its  admissibility  as  to  those  matters  properly  entered, 
but  such  entry  was  not  proof  of  the  loan.  There  is  ample 
proof  outside  of  the  book  to  warrant  the  finding  that  plain- 
tiff made  the  loan  and  that  it  was  unpaid.  While  much 
of  the  evidence  in  the  case  was  conflicting,  it  was  for  the 
trial  court  to  determine  the  facts  from  such  evidence,  and 
such  findings  will  not  be  disturbed. 

The  further  point  is  made  that  plaintiff  declares  upon  an 
indebtedness  existing  June  12,  19(k,  while  the  findings  are 
that  the  indebtedness  on  account  of  the  meals  furnished  was 
contracted  between  February  12th  and  June  21st,  1904,  the 
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latter  date  being  that  of  the  decease  of  Underbill.  The  record 
shows  that  $80  of  this  indebtedness  was  contracted  on  and 
before  the  date  alleged  in  the  complaint,  and  that  so  much 
thereof  as  was  contracted  after  June  12th,  to  wit,  $20  thereof, 
was  not  considered  and  did  not  enter  into  the  judgment. 
The  court  only  rendered  judgment  for  that  portion  of  the 
account  which  was  contracted  within  the  time  alleged  in  the 
complaint. 

We  find  no  error  in  the  record  prejudicial  to  appellant^ 
and  the  order  is  afSrmed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.    No.  317.    Second  Appellate  District.— May  13,  1907.] 

S.  M.  PINKIERT,  Respondent,  v.  D.  S.  KORNBLUM,  Ap- 

pellant. 

AtTAOHMBNT — ^MOTTON  TO  DISSOLVE — iNSUFriCIBNT  COMPLAINT — ^DETECT 

NOT  Cured. — Though  a  motion  to  dUsolve  an  attachment  cannot  be 
made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  and  an 
amended  complaint  will  support  it  if  a  defective  complaint  has  been 
cured  by  amendment,  jet,  if  the  complaint  fails  to  state  a  cause  of 
action,  and  is  incurable,  or  if  the  plaintiff  fails  to  amend  an  in- 
sufficient complaint  before  decision  of  the  motion,  it  will  be  pre- 
sumed that  he  cannot  do  so,  and,  in  either  case,  the  attachment  must 
be  dissolved. 

ID. — COMPLAINT  Showing  Money  Paid  Under  Contest  fob  Shares  of 
Stock  not  Delivered — Alternative  Remedy — ^Rescission — Dam- 
ages.— ^Where  the  complaint  shows  that  plaintiff  fullj  paid  money 
nnder  a  contract  for  shares  of  stock,  which  were  not  delivered,  it 
might  state  a  cause  of  action  entitling  plaintiff  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract for  failure  of  consideration  under  section  1689  of  the  Civil 
Code,  in  which  case  he  would  be  entitled  to  judgment  for  the  return 
of  the  money  paid,  or  to  affirm  the  contract,  and  recover  damages 
for  its  breach,  measured  by  section  3336  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Id. — Complaint  for  Damages  Insufficient  to  Support  Attachment. — 
If  the  complaint  stated  a  full  cause  of  action  to  recover  damages 
for  the  breach  of  the  contract,  which  it  fails  to  do,  it  could  not^  in 
•uch  case,  support  an  attachment  for  that  cause  of  action. 

Id* — Insufficient  Complaint  for  Rescission. — If  the  complaint  be 
eonsidered  as  a  complaint  to  rescind  the  written  contract  for  failure 
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of  consideration,  it  is  insufficient  as  lacking  allegations  to  show  that 
the  time  for  performance  of  the  contract  on  defendant's  part,  in 
which  to  cause  the  stock  to  be  issued  in  a  proposed  corporation  then 
in  process  of  formation,  had  elapsed  before  his  refusal  of  perform- 
ance or  to  show  the  stage  of  its  organization,  or  when  or  where  it 
was  to  be  organized. 
Id. — Reasonable  Time  fob  Perpormanob — Twenty  Days  not  Sxrm- 
ciENT  AS  Matter  of  Law — Facts  must  be  Averred. — The  defend- 
ant was  entitled  under  the  contract,  which  fixed  no  time  for  per- 
formance, to  a  reasonable  time  therefor.  It  cannot  be  said  as 
matter  of  law  that  twenty  days  after  date  of  the  contract  was  a 
sufficient  time  in  which  to  procure  the  issuance  of  the  stock,  and 
any  facts  showing  the  contrary  or  that  the  failure  was  caused 
by  defendant 's  act,  must  be  alleged. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Conrt  of  Los 
Angeles  County  denying  a  motion  to  dissolve  an  attachment. 
Waldo  M.  York,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Goldberg  &  Meily,  for  Appellant. 

James  L.  Irwin,  for  Respondent. 

TAGGART,  J. — Appeal  from  an  order  denying  motion  to 
dissolve  an  attachment. 

The  verified  complaint  alleges  that  on  the  ninth  day  of 
May,  1906,  plaintiff  paid  to  defendant  the  sum  of  $1,000, 
in  consideration  of  which  defendant  agreed,  in  writing,  to 
issue,  or  cause  to  be  issued,  to  plaintiff  five  thousand  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  a  corporation,  then  in  process  of 
organization,  each  share  of  the  par  value  of  one  dollar. 

That  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  1906,  defendant  re- 
fused to  perform  said  contract,  or  to  return  the  said  $1,000. 
That  plaintiff  thereupon  demanded  the  return  of  said  sum 
and  defendant  refused  and  refuses,  etc.,  to  pay  the  same  to 
plaintiff.  The  demand  is  for  judgment  against  defendant 
for  $1,000  and  costs  of  suit. 

The  affidavit  avers  an  indebtedness  of  $1,000  **upon  an 
express  contract  for  the  direct  payment  of  money,  to  wit: 
For  money  obtained  by  said  defendant  at  his  special  instance 
and  request  from  said  plaintiff,"  etc 
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The  motion  to  dissolve  the  attachment  was  based  upon  two 
grounds,  to  wit:  That  the  amount  of  plaintiff's  claim  aa 
stated  in  the  affidavit  does  not  conform  to  plaintiff's  com- 
plaint, and  that  the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient 
to  constitute  a  cause  of  action. 

There  appears  to  be  a  variance  between  the  complaint  and 
affidavit,  but  it  is  not  the  one  specified  in  the  motion.  If 
the  complaint  stated  sufficient  facts  to  entitle  plaintiff  to 
recover  at  all,  it  would  not  state  a  cause  of  action  on  an 
express  contract,  but  we  do  not  regard  this  as  material  here. 

Plaintiff  fully  paid  for  personal  property  which  was  never 
delivered  to  him.  He  was  entitled  therefore  to  rescind  the 
contract  for  failure  of  consideration  (Civ,  Code,  sec  1689), 
or  to  affirm  the  contract  and  bring  an  action  for  its  breach 
(Civ.  Code,  sec.  3309),  In  the  former  case,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  a  judgment  for  the  return  of  the  money  paid; 
in  the  latter,  to  a  judgment  for  damages  measured  by  section 
3336  of  the  Civil  Code.  The  complaint  is  entirely  lacking 
in  the  allegations  necessary  to  the  last-mentioned  cause  of 
action,  and  if  sufficient  to  state  such  a  cause  of  action  it 
would  not  support  an  attachment.  Considered  as  a  complaint 
to  rescind,  it  appears  also  lacking  in  allegations  necessary 
to  show  that  the  time  for  performance  on  the  defendant's 
part  had  elapsed. 

His  refusal  to  comply  with  plaintiff's  request  to  perform 
on  May  29,  1906,  may  have  been  entirely  consistent  with  good 
faith  and  intent  on  his  part  to  perform  his  part  of  the  con- 
tract within  the  time  allowed  by  law.  The  contract  provided 
no  time  within  which  he  should  cause  the  stock  to  be  issued 
and  delivery  thereof  made.  The  stage  of  the  organization 
of  the  corporation  then  in  progress  does  not  appear.  There 
is  no  allegation  as  to  when  or  where  it  was  to  be  organized. 
The  law  would  allow  at  least  a  reasonable  time  to  defendant 
to  act,  and  without  any  information  as  to  the  time  required 
to  bring  about  the  conditions  requisite  to  the  issuance  of  the 
stock,  it  cannot  be  said  that  twenty  days  was  such  reasonable 
time.  If  the  corporation  was  organized  at  the  time  of  the 
demand,  it  should  have  been  alleged.  If  it  was  not,  and  this 
was  because  of  defendant's  act,  the  facts  should  have  been 
set  forth. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  motion  to  dissolve  an  attachment 
cannot  be  made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  demurrer  to  the 
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complaint  {KoMer  v.  Agassiz,  99  Cal.  9,  [83  Pao.  741]),  and 
an  amended  complaint  will  be  held  to  support  an  attachment 
issaed  on  a  complaint  originally  defective  which  has  been 
cured  by  an  amendment  {Hale  v.  MiUiken,  142  CaL  138,  [75 
Pac  653]),  yet,  if  the  complaint  fails  to  state  a  cause  of 
action  and  is  incurable,  the  attachment  must  be  dissolved. 
If  a  motion  to  dissolve  is  made  on  this  ground  the  plaintiff 
must  amend  his  complaint  before  the  decision  of  the  motion 
to  dissolve  {Hathaway  ▼.  Davis,  83  CaL  169),  or  it  will  be 
presumed  that  he  cannot  do  so. 

The  record  discloses  no  amendment  or  attempt  to  amend; 
therefore  the  attachment  should  have  been  dissolved. 

The  order  denying  the  motion  is  reversed. 


Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  eoncurredi 


[Qt.    No.   255.    Third   Appellate  Biitriet.— May  18,   1907.] 

U.  G.  PETERSON  et  al..  Respondents,  v.  ADRIEN  CHAIX 
et  al..  Appellants. 

OoNTiuoT  roB  Sals  or  Grapes— ^'Abottt  250  Tons  Mou  oe  Less" — 
Fabol  Evidbkob— ENTOtx  Chop. — ^IJnder  a  written  contract  for  the 
sale  of  ''about  250  tons  grapes  more  or  less,  at  the  stipulated  price 
of  $27.00  per  ton  cash  after  delivery,  grapes  to  be  of  sound  qual- 
ity/' parol  or  extrinsie  evidence  is  not  admissible  to  show  that 
the  sale  was  intended  to  include  the  entire  crop  of  grapes  grown  in 
the  vineyards  of  the  sellers^  including  166  tons  additional  to  the 
quantity   spedfled. 

&. — IMPLUCD  Agseehent. — Though  there  is  no  express  agreement  to 
purchase  the  grapes,  the  law  implies  an  agreement  by  the  pur- 
chasers to  pay  at  the  stipulated  price  for  aU  grapes  received  by 
them  of  the  quality  named,  and  when  nearly  257  tons  were  ac- 
cepted, the  law  implies  no  agreement  to  aceept  any  grapes  in  excess 
thereof. 

ID. — QENXKAL  BTTLI  AS  TO  EXTEIKSIO  Evn>BKCE — ^EXCEPTIONS ThOUgh, 

as  a  general  rule,  where  a  contract  appears  to  be  partly  in  writing 
and  partly  in  parol,  and  is  uncertain  in  its  terms,  parol  evidence  is 
admissible  to  show  what  the  stipulations  were,  and  in  construing  an 
uncertain  contract  parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  the  cir- 
eumstances  under  which  the  contract  was  made,  etc,  yet  neither 
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of  these  rules  appfies  where  the  contract,  with  what  the  law  implies 
from  its  terms  as  a  necessarj  part  thereof,  is  certain,  clear,  definite, 
complete  and  unambiguous,  in  which  case  it  cannot  be  added  to, 
Taried  or  contradicted  hj  extrinsic  eyidence. 

O. — GoNsTBUcnoN  or  Com  Provisions. — Section  1860  of  the  Civil 
Code,  as  to  parol  evidence  of  the  circumstances,  etc.,  is  to  be 
restricted  in  its  application,  so  as  to  harmonize  with  section  1625 
of  that  code,  making  a  written  contract  supersede  all  oral  nego- 
tiations, and  also  with  section  1856  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
allowing  a  mistake,  imperfection,  or  invalidity  of  the  contract  to 
be  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings. 

TDw — Terms  of  Contra.ct  not  iNTKODuaNO  Ambiguitt— "About" — 
"MOBB  OB  Lbss."— It  is  settled,  upon  authority,  that  the  termi 
"about"  and  "more  or  less,"  used  in  the  contract  in  question, 
introduce  no  ambiguity,  and  that  extrinsic  evidence  of  previous 
or  contemporaneous  conversations  is  not  admissible  to  show  what 
was  meant  by  their  use  when  the  contract  does  not  refer  to  inde- 
pendent circumstances  to  identify  the  goods  sold. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Sonoma  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
Emmett  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

E.  B.  Young,  and  J.  W.  Gates,  for  Appellants. 

J.  B.  Leppo,  for  Respondents. 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J. — ^In  their  petition  for  rehearing  plain- 
tiffs urged  that  the  written  memorandum  did  not  constitute 
the  whole  of  the  agreement  between  the  parties;  but  that 
there  were  conditions,  resting  in  parol,  which  were  an  essential 
part  thereof,  and  that  the  case  presents  an  instance  ''where 
a  verbal  contract  is  entire,  and  a  part  only  in  part  perform- 
ance is  reduced  to  writing,"  and  hence  parol  testimony  was 
admissible  to  establish  the  complete  agreement.  We  do  not 
think  that  an  extended  discussion  is  called  for  in  disposing  of 
plaintiffs'  contention.  It  may  be  conceded,  and  as  we  under- 
stand defendants'  position  they  admit,  that  where  the  con- 
tract appears  to  be  merely  an  incomplete  memorandum,  or 
to  be  partly  in  writing  and  partly  in  parol,  extrinsic  evidence 
is  admissible  to  show  what  the  mutual  stipulations  were.  But 
this  is  true  only  as  to  such  matters  concerning  which  the 
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written  memorandum  is  silent  or  as  to  which  terms  are  used 
which  import  ambiguity  or  uncertainty — i.  e.,  which  on  their 
face  admit  of  doubt  as  to  what  the  parties  meant  by  their 
use.  There  is  another  principle  to  be  observed,  namely,  that 
whatever  the  law  implies  from  a  contract  in  writing  is  as 
much  a  part  of  the  contract  as  that  which  is  therein  ex- 
pressed ;  and  to  the  extent  that  the  contract,  with  that  which 
the  law  implies,  is  clear,  definite  and  complete,  it  cannot  be 
added  to,  varied  or  contradicted  by  extrinsic  evidence.  A 
still  farther  principle  is  not  to  be  overlooked,  namely,  ex- 
trinsic evidence  is  not  admissible  to  show  that  a  contract  was 
partly  written  and  partly  oral,  if  the  matter  proposed  to  be 
made  part  of  the  contract  by  such  evidence  is  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  writing.  We  may  add  a  still  further 
and  salutary  rule,  which  has  been  recently  given  careful 
and  extended  discussion  by  this  court,  in  the  case  of  Hale 
Bros.  Inc.  v.  Milliken,  ante,  p.  344,  [90  Pac.  365],  and  it  is 
this:  While  it  is  competent  in  construing  a  contract  to  show 
the  situation  of  the  parties,  the  subject  matter  of  the  con- 
tract, and  acts  of  the  parties  under  the  contract,  as  tending 
to  show  how  they  understood  it,  still  this  cannot  be  done 
to  the  extent  of  varying  or  contradicting  a  written  contract, 
where  such  contract  is  certain,  complete  and  unambiguous. 
The  foregoing  principles  are  stated  to  be  the  law  in  the  very 
well  reasoned  case,  supported  by  cited  authorities,  of  Faulk- 
ner  v.  Smith  WcMpaper  Co.,  88  Iowa,  169,  [45  Am.  St.  Rep. 
230,  55  N.  W.  200].  In  that  case  the  memorandum  read  as 
follows:  *'0n  demand  I  promise  to  deliver  to  the  order  of 
B.  P.  Fisher  Eight  hundred  dollars  (less  twenty  per  cent 
discount),  in  wall  paper,  at  wholesale  prices,  good,  dean, 
assorted  stock  out  of  my  store  on  Fifth  Street,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  No  storage.  Lew  Smith  Wall  Paper  Co."  The  de- 
fendant pleaded  that,  at  the  date  of  making  the  order,  and 
of  its  acceptance  by  Fisher,  the  wholesale  price  for  good, 
clean,  assorted  wallpaper,  and  the  price  upon  which  said 
order  was  based,  and  at  which  said  paper  was  to  be  delivered 
by  the  defendant  to,  and  accepted  by,  the  payee  was  agreed 
upon,  and  set  forth  on  a  card  then  shown  Fisher;  that  the 
schedule  of  prices  printed  upon  the  card  was  then  agreed 
upon  between  the  parties  to  said  order  as  the  then  wholesale 
prices  at  which  paper  was  to  be  delivered,  and  said  card 
accompanied  the  order,  as  a  part  of  it,  and  a  part  of  the 
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contract  fixing  the  wholesale  price  of  said  paper.  Defendant 
was  permitted  to  prove  at  the  trial  that,  when  the  contract 
was  made  between  the  parties,  he  handed  the  plaintiff's  as- 
signor a  card,  having  printed  thereon  a  price  list  of  wall* 
paper,  and  that  he  was  to  take  the  paper  mentioned  in  the 
contract  at  the  prices  stated  on  the  card.  It  was  not  attached 
to  or  made  part  of  the  written  contract  or  referred  to  in  it 
The  evidence  was  objected  to,  as  tending  to  vary  and  con- 
tradict the  written  contract  of  the  parties.  Defendant 
claimed  that  the  evidence  was  admissible  as  constituting  part 
of  the  contract;  that,  though  it  was  on  a  separate  piece  of 
paper,  still  it  was  in  fact  but  a  part  of  and  altogether  con- 
stituted but  one  contract.  The  Iowa  supreme  court  held  that 
the  lower  court  erred  in  admitting  the  evidence.  In  speaking 
of  the  terms  "wholesale  price,"  the  court  said:  "There  is  no 
claim  that  the  schedule  of  prices,  as  set  forth  on  the  card 
introduced  in  evidence,  was  to  be  a  part  of  the  written  con- 
tract, and  was  omitted  by  accident,  mistake,  oversight  or 
fraud.  No  such  issue  is  presented.  The  evidence  objected 
to  would  work  a  material  change  in  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
It  shows  that  the  paper  was  to  be  received  at  a  price  which 
was  agreed  upon  when  the  contract  was  executed,  and  out- 
side of  the  provisions  of  the  written  contract.  It  measured 
the  amount  of  paper  that  should  be  received  under  the  written 
contract  by  the  then  wholesale  market  price,  when  the  written 
contract  measured  the  amount  of  paper  to  be  delivered  under 
it  by  the  wholesale  price  at  the  time  of  demand  made  for 
the  goods." 

In  the  case  here  the  sole  controversy  relates  to  the  quantity 
of  grapes  which  defendants  agreed  to  receive.  It  is  true  the 
contract  is  silent  as  to  the  agreement  of  defendants  to  receive 
any  of  the  grapes.  But  they  did  receive  them  and  no  ques- 
tion arises  as  to  this.  The  law  would  have  implied  an  agree- 
ment to  pay  at  the  stipulated  price  for  all  grapes  received 
by  them  of  the  quality  named.  True,  also,  that  the  contract 
is  silent  as  to  the  varieties  of  the  grapes,  but  as  all  bore  the 
same  price  and  as  no  dispute  arose  upon  this  point  the  fact 
is  immaterial.  So,  also,  as  to  the  omission  to  state  when  the 
delivery  was  to  be  made  or  whence  the  grapes  were  to  come. 
Reduced  to  the  actual  matter  in  controversy,  the  sole  dispute 
was  whether  plaintifb  could  prove  by  parol  testimony  that 
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defendants  had  agreed  to  receive  all  of  plaintiffs'  crop,  or 
to  receive  166  tons  of  grapes  in  excess  of  tiie  ''250  tons  more 
or  less,"  specified  in  the  written  memorandum.  It  is  not 
necessary  to  repeat  the  observations  upon  this  point  hereto- 
fore made.  We  are  still  of  the  opinion  that  extrinsic  evidence 
was  not  admissible  to  materially  add  to  the  quantity  men- 
tioned in  the  memorandum.  The  principle  invoked  by  re* 
spondents,  when  rightly  applied,  affords  them  no  relief. 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  our  former  opinion  and  herein, 
the  judgment  and  order  are  reversed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 

The  following  is  the  former  opinion  above  referred  to, 
rendered  February  20,  1907: 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J. — ^Action  upon  a  contract  for  the  sale  of 
certain  grapes.  The  cause  was  tried  by  the  court  without  a 
jury  and  plaintiffs  had  judgment,  from  which  and  from  the 
order  denying  their  motion  for  a  new  trial  defendants  appeal. 

It  is  averred  in  the  complaint  that  on  September  22,  1902, 
plaintiffs  entered  into  a  contract  with  defendants  whereby 
plaintiffs  agreed  to  sell  and  deliver  to  defendants  at  their 
winery  in  Santa  Rosa,  and  defendants  agreed  to  buy  and 
receive,  the  crop  of  grapes  owned  and  grown  by  plaintiffs 
on  their  vineyards  near  said  city,  for  the  season  of  1902, 
said  grapes  to  be  of  sound  quality  but  not  required  to  con- 
tain any  specified  percentage  of  sugar,  and  that  defendants 
agreed  to  pay  to  plaintiffs  for  the  same,  cash  on  delivery, 
the  sum  of  $27  per  ton;  that  prior  to  October  27,  1902, 
plaintiffs  delivered  to  defendants,  under  said  contract, 
256.817-1000  tons  of  said  grapes  and  defendants  then  and 
there  duly  received  and  accepted  the  same  under  said  con- 
tract, amounting  to  $6,934.05;  that  plaintiffs  were  ready  and 
willing  to  deliver  the  balance  of  their  said  crop  to  defendants, 
but  defendants  gave  plaintiffs  notice  that  they,  defendants, 
'•would  not  receive  or  accept  or  pay  for  any  more  of  the  said 
crop  and  then  and  there  refused  to  receive  or  accept  any 
more  of  said  grapes";  that  there  remained  undelivered  of 
said  crop  166.155-1000  tons  of  grapes  of  quality  called  for 
by  said  contract;  that  after  defendants'  said  refusal,  to  wit, 
6  CaL  App.-~34 
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.1  ■ 

on  October  28,  1902,  plaintiffs  sold  to  the  best  advantage  said 
remaining  grapes  (except  ten  tons  hereinafter  mentioned), 
receiving  therefor  the  sum  of  $20  per  ton,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  $3,123.10,  and  that  the  difference  between  said 
sum  and  the  sum  agreed  by  defendants  to  be  paid  is  $1,093.08 ; 
that  there  remained  undelivered  to  defendants  ten  tons  of 
grapes  which  by  reason  of  defendants'  said  refusal  became 
decayed  and  valueless. 

Defendants  by  their  answer  admitted  the  delivery  to  them, 
agreeably  to  the  contract,  of  239.291-1000  tons,  but  alleged 
that  17.495-1000  tons  delivered  to  defendants  prior  to  August 
27,  1902,  were  of  inferior  quality,  for  which  defendants 
agreed  to  pay  the  reasonable  market  value,  which  they  allege 
was  and  is  $317.43,  and  admit  an  indebtedness  of  $6,778.30, 
which  sum  they  allege  they  tendered  to  plaintiffs  prior  to  the 
commencement  of  this  action,  and  that  plaintiffs  refused  to 
receive  the  same,  and  they  aver  a  present  willingness  to  pay 
said  sum  to  plaintiffs ;  defendants  deny  specifically  the  allega- 
tions of  the  complaint  except  as  to  the  above  admissions. 

The  court  made  findings  in  accordance  with  the  facts  set 
forth  in  the  complaint  and  found  that  **no  contract  or  agree- 
ment other  than  the  one  above  mentioned  (i.  e.,  alleged  in  the 
complaint)  was  ever  made  between  plaintiffs  and  defendants 
for  the  sale  and  purchase  of  plaintiffis*  said  crop  of  grapes 
for  the  season  of  1902."  The  court  also  found  that  no  tender 
had  been  made  by  defendants,  as  to  which  finding  the  matter 
may  be  dismissed,  as  it  is  not  now  claimed  that  any  tender 
Visa  made  by  defendants. 

It  appeared  by  the  opening  statement  of  counsel  for  plain* 
tiffs  and  during  the  examination  of  the  first  witness  called 
by  plaintiffs  that  a  written  contract  was  entered  into  by  the 
parties,  defendants  acting  through  one  Hood,  admittedly 
their  agent,  plaintiffs,  however,  claiming  that  it  was  but  a 
part  of  the  contract  This  instrument  bears  date  as  alleged 
of  the  contract  pleaded  in  the  complaint,  and  is  as  follows : 

"Santa  Eosa,  Sept.  22nd,  1902. 

"In  consideration  of  one  ($1.00)  dollar,  paid  to  me  in  hand, 
I  sell  and  promise  to  deliver  to  CHAIX  &  BERNARD  at 
James  G.  Hood's  winery  at  Santa  Rosa,  Cal.,  about  250  tons 
grapes  more  or  less  tons  of  grapes,  at  the  stipulated  price  of 
$27.00  per  ton  cash  after  delivery. 
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''Grapes  to  be  of  sound  quality,  md  not  Icai  than  (00) 
Vmtm!tff»Tmo  peg  e^Ht  of  mgof,  ■ 

•'SeUep,  — PETERSON  BROS. 
"Buyer,  — JAMES  Q.  HOOD." 

The  last  clause  shown  in  the  contract  as  erased  was  so  erased 
before  signing. 

Over  the  objection  of  defendants,  the  plaintiffs  were  per- 
mitted to  introduce  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  as  to 
the  circumstances  leading  up  to  the  signing  of  the  above 
memorandum;  to  show  that  the  sale  was  intended  to  include 
the  entire  crop  of  plaintiffs  grown  upon  their  vineyards; 
explaining  the  varieties  of  grapes  and  estimated  tons  of  each ; 
that  the  grapes  were  not  to  be  subject  to  the  sugar  test;  in 
short,  witnesses  were  permitted  to  testify  to  all  the  conversa- 
tions and  details  relating  to  the  transaction  that  took  place 
during  the  negotiations  and  contemporaneously  with  the  sign- 
ing of  the  contract.  Upon  objections  being  interposed  and 
after  argument,  the  court  remarked:  **My  understanding  is 
that  all  these  matters  of  the  conversation  precedent  are 
merged  in  a  written  contract,  but  under  section  1860  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  I  will  permit  the  question  and  you 
can  take  your  exception."  The  objections  and  ruling  ran 
to  all  this  line  of  testimony,  of  which  there  was  much,  and 
present  the  principal  question  before  us.  Respondents'  view 
of  the  matter  as  stated  in  the  brief  is  that  "the  writing  of 
September  22d  is  only  a  commercial  memorandum,  and  does 
not  purport  to  fully  set  forth  all  of  the  contract  of  sale  and 
purchase  of  the  grapes,"  and  hence  all  the  circumstances  at- 
tending the  making  of  the  contract  may  be  inquired  into. 

Section  1860,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  upon  which  reliance 
ii  placed,  reads  as  follows:  "For  the  proper  construction  of 
an  instrument,  the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  made,  in- 
cluding the  situation  of  the  subject  of  the  instrument,  and 
of  the  parties  to  it,  may  also  be  shown,  so  that  the  judge  be 
placed  in  the  position  of  those  whose  language  he  is  to  inter- 
pret." This  section  is  not  to  be  read  as  applicable  to  every 
contract  that  may  come  before  the  court  for  interpretation. 
It  has  its  limitations  and  must  be  read  in  connection  with 
other  provisions  of  our  code.  To  give  it  a  literal  and  uni- 
versal application  would  bring  it  into  direct  conflict  with  sec- 
tion 1856,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which  provides:  "When 
the  terms  of  an  agreement  have  been  reduced  to  writing  by 
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the  parties,  it  is  to  be  considered  as  contaiDing  all  those  terms, 
and  therefore  there  can  be  between  the  parties  and  their  repre- 
sentatives, or  successors  in  interest,  no  evidence  of  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  other  than  the  contents  of  the  writing,  ex- 
cept in  tiie  following  cases :  1.  Where  a  mistake  or  imperfec- 
tion of  the  writing  is  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings ;  2.  Where 
the  validity  of  the  agreement  is  the  fact  in  ^spute.  But 
this  section  does  not  exclude  other  evidence  of  the  circum- 
stances under  which  the  agreement  was  made,  or  to  which 
it  relates,  as  defined  in  section  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty, 
or  to  explain  an  extrinsic  ambiguity,  or  to  establish  illegality 
or  fraud."  In  the  present  case  there  is  no  allegation  or  proof 
of  mistake,  of  invalidity  of  the  contract,  or  of  fraud. 

Section  1625,  Civil  Code,  must  also  be  read  and  harmonized 
with  section  1860,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  It  reads:  "The 
execution  of  a  contract  in  writing,  whether  the  law  requires 
it  to  be  written  or  not,  supersedes  all  the  oral  negotiations  or 
stipulations  concerning  its  matter  which  preceded  or  accom- 
panied the  execution  of  the  instrument."  From  these  and 
other  sections  which  might  be  cited,  it  is  plain  that  section 
1860  is  to  be  restricted  in  its  application. 

The  court  said  in  Balfour  v.  Fresno  C.  (&  I.  Co.,  109  CaL  221, 
225,  [41  Pac.  876,  877] :  **If  the  language  of  the  contract  be,  as 
defendant  contends,  plain  and  unambiguous,  and  susceptible  of 
but  one  construction,  then  the  objection  was  good,  and  the  evi- 
dence properly  excluded.  If,  however,  the  language  employed 
be  fairly  susceptible  of  either  one  of  the  two  interpretations 
contended  for  without  doing  violence  to  its  usual  and  ordinary 
import,  or  some  established  rule  of  construction,  then  an  am- 
biguity arises,  which  extrinsic  evidence  may  be  resorted  to  for 
the  purpose  of  explaining.  This  is  not  allowing  parol  evi- 
dence for  the  purpose  of  varying  or  altering  the  contract,  or 
of  putting  a  different  sense  and  construction  upon  its  lan- 
guage from  that  which  it  would  naturally  bear,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  the  circumstances  under  which  the  lan- 
guage was  used,  and  applying  it  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties."  (Citing  Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  1860,  and 
cases.) 

In  Johnson  v.  Pugh,  110  Wis.  167,  [85  N.  W.  641],  it  was 
broadly  contended  that  testimony  of  the  circumstances  sur- 
rounding and  leading  up  to  the  making  of  a  written  contract 
is  always  admissible,  not  for  the  purpose  of  changing  or  vary* 
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ing  the  terms  of  the  written  instrument,  but  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  court  in  possession  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  contract  ''Not  so/' 
said  the  court.  ''Where  there  is  no  ambiguity  in  the  contract, 
either  in  its  literal  sense  or  when  it  is  applied  to  the  subject 
thereof,  it  must  speak  for  itself  entirely  unaided  by  extrinsic 
matters.  Where  such  ambiguity  does  exist,  then  evidence  of 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  contract  was  made  is 
proper  to  enable  the  court  in  the  light  thereof  to  read  the 
instrument  in  the  sense  the  parties  intended,  if  that  can  be 
done  without  violence  to  the  rules  of  law." 

The  meaning  of  section  1860  may  be  discovered  in  the  light 
of  the  foregoing  decisions.  Before  resort  can  be  had  to  extrin- 
sic evidence  the  language  employed  in  the  contract  must  not 
only  be  "fairly  susceptible  of  either  one  of  the  two  interpreta- 
tions contended  for,"  but  this  must  be  "without  doing  violence 
to  its  usual  and  ordinary  import,"  and  it  must  also  be  "with- 
out doing  violence  to  .  .  .  some  established  rule  of  construc- 
tion." {Balfour  v.  Fresno  L.  d;  I.  Co.,  supra.)  It  is  no  part 
of  the  oflSce  of  construction  to  add  to  the  contract  or  take  from 
it,  but  it  is  to  ascertain  what  the  parties  intended  by  what  they 
have  said.  If  there  be  no  ambiguity  in  the  contract,  it  must 
speak  for  itself.  It  is  true,  as  provided  in  section  1861,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  that  although  "the  terms  of  a  writing  are 
presumed  to  have  been  used  in  their  primary  and  general  ac- 
ceptation," still  evidence  is  admissible  to  show  "that  they  have 
a  local,  technical  or  otherwise  peculiar  signification,  and  were 
so  used  and  understood  in  the  particular  instance,  in  which 
case  the  agreement  must  be  construed  accordingly."  Such 
was  the  case  of  Higgins  v.  Cdl.  Petroleum  etc,  Co.,  120  Cal. 
681,  [52  Pac.  1080] ,  cited  by  respondents,  where  the  terms  used 
were  "short  tons."  It  was  there  held  that  it  is  not  necessary 
that  the  contract  should  expressly  indicate  a  local,  technical,  or 
peculiar  signification,  but  "that  it  may  be  shown  by  evidence 
that  the  language  is  used  in  a  technical,  local  or  peculiar  sense, 
and  not  merely  that  evidence  may  be  introduced  to  show  what 
such  meaning  is,  when  language  is  so  used."  That  case,  how- 
ever, was  not  intended  to  change  the  rules  above  mentioned. 
The  rules  stated  in  sections  1860  and  1861  do  not  apply  where 
the  terms  used  in  the  contract  are  free  from  ambiguity  or  are 
not  used  in  a  technical,  local  or  peculiar  signification.  The 
code  rule  enunciated  in  section  1856,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
has  been  frequently  enforced  by  our  supreme  court,  and  was 
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the  rule  before  being  incorporated  into  the  code.  (Ooldman 
y.  Davis,  23  Cal.  256.  See  of  later  cases :  Schurtz  y.  Romero  82 
Cal.  474,  [23  Pac.  118] ;  West  Coast  L.  Co.  y.  Apfield,  86  CaL 
335,  [24  Pac.  993] ;  BedU  y.  Fisher,  95  Cal.  568,  [30  Pac.  773] ; 
and  also  McDonald  y.  Poole,  113  Cal.  437,  [45  Pac.  702],  con- 
stroing  sec.  1625,  Giy.  Code.)  Among  cases  in  other  jurisdic- 
tions  tiiie  following  may  be  consulted  with  profit;  they  come 
down  finally  to  the  simple  proposition  that  where  there  is  no 
uncertainty  of  sense  there  is  no  room  for  construction :  Hart  y. 
Hart,  117  Wis.  639,  [94  N.  W.  890] ;  Fawkner  y.  Smith  W.  P. 
Co.,  88  Iowa,  169,  [45  Am.  St.  Rep.  230,  55  N.  W.  200].  If  it 
be  claimed  that  the  contract  is  incomplete,  it  must  so  appear 
upon  inspection  before  parol  eyidence  is  admissible  to  complete 
it,  and  such  eyidence  must  be  consistent  with  and  not  contra- 
dictory of  it.  {Brantingham  y.  Huff,  174  N.  Y.  53,  [95  Am. 
St  Bep.  545,  66  N.  E.  620] ;  Ferguson  C.  Co.  y.  JfanAo^^on  2*. 
Co.,  118  Fed  791.) 

In  the  case  here  the  only  terms  which  haye  giyen  rise  to 
any  controversy  are  the  terms  ** about"  and  "more  or  less" 
as  applied  to  the  quantity  of  grapes  sold.  The  sugar  test 
was  stricken  out,  and  it  so  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  con- 
tract. There  is  no  uncertainty  that  the  plaintifib  agreed  to 
sell  and  deliver  250  tons  of  grapes  at  a  place  named  and 
that  the  buyer  was  to  pay  $27  per  ton  upon  delivery,  the 
grapes  to  be  of  sound  quality.  The  material  question  which 
has  arisen  between  the  parties  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  con- 
tract is  the  single  question  of  quantity  agreed  to  be  sold  and 
delivered.  Parol  evidence  was  not  admitted  to  show  that 
the  terms  *' about"  and  '*more  or  less"  had  a  local  or  tech- 
nical or  otherwise  peculiar  signification  and  were  so  under- 
stood  in  the  particular  instance,  but  the  evidence  was  intro- 
duced to  prove  that  it  was  part  of  the  agreement  that  the 
buyer  should  receive  all  the  grapes  grown  by  the  seller  on  the 
several  vineyards  mentioned  by  the  witnesses;  that  when  the 
matter  of  quantity  in  the  vineyards  was  under  discussion, 
and  the  estimate  of  plaintiffs  was  from  250  to  290  tons,  de- 
fendants said  it  would  make  no  difference  as  to  the  amount, 
for  they  would  take  all  the  grapes  that  plaintiffs  had.  Plain- 
tiffs made  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  show  by  parol  that  the 
terms  **more  or  less"  had  by  custom  among  buyers  and  sellers 
of  wine  grapes  a  local  and  peculiar  signification  which  meant 
all  grapes  grown  by  the  seller.    Defendants  objected  to  the 
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testimony,  however,  and  the  objection  was  sustained.  It 
seems  to  us  that  the  conversations  occurring  when  the  parties 
were  estimating  the  quantity  thought  to  be  on  the  vines^ 
should  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  opinions  which  were  to 
form  some  safe  quantity  to  name  in  the  contract  which  plain- 
ti£b  were  willing  to  agree  to  sell  and  deliver  and  not  as  part 
of  the  contract  itself.  So  important  a  matter  as  that  the 
buyers  agreed  to  take  all  the  grapes  grown  by  the  sellers, 
regardless  of  quantity,  should  have  found  expression  in  the 
contract,  either  directly  or  by  introducing  some  extrinsic  am- 
biguity, and  not  having  been  so  expressed,  cannot  now  be 
added  thereto  by  parol.  This  additional  quantity  is  166  tons, 
or  sixty  per  cent  greater  than  the  quantity  stated  in  the  con- 
tract by  the  sellers.  Possibly  had  this  large  excess  been  sug- 
gested during  these  conversations  the  buyers  would  have 
hesitated  to  say  that  it  made  no  difference  as  to  the  quantity. 
However  this  may  be,  the  terms  "about"  and  "more  or  less" 
have  frequently  found  their  way  into  contracts  and  courts 
have  without  disagreement  held  that  they  introduce  no  am- 
biguity and  that  extrinsic  evidence  of  previous  or  contem- 
poraneous conversations  is  not  admissible  to  show  what  the 
parties  meant  by  their  use,  unless  the  contract  on  its  face 
makes  reference  to  some  independent  circumstances  to  iden- 
tify the  goods  sold. 

Both  parties  cite  Brawley  v.  United  States,  96  IT.  S.  168. 
This  is  a  leading  case  and  has  been  often  cited.  It  lays  down 
certain  rules  for  the  guidance  of  courts  in  the  construction 
of  similar  contracts.  In  that  case  the  contract  was  to  deliver 
at  a  certain  army  post  "880  cords  of  sound,  first  quality,  of 
merchantable  wood,  more  or  less,  as  shall  be  determined  to 
be  necessary,  by  the  post-commander,  for  the  regular  sup- 
ply," etc.  It  appeared  that  the  quarter-master's  department 
had  made  an  estimate  of  the  quantity  required  and  had  ac- 
cordingly advertised  for  880  cords;  the  bids  were  opened 
April  15,  1871,  and  the  contract  was  awarded  May  6th,  but 
though  dated  on  that  day  was  not  executed  until  June  14th. 
About  June  18th  the  post-commander  notified  plaintiff,  the 
claimant,  that  but  40  cords  of  wood  would  be  required  and 
forbade  his  hauling  any  more  to  the  government  yard.  He 
had,  however,  at  ^reat  expense,  before  the  contract  was 
signed,  gone  forward  and  cut  the  full  quantity  and  hauled  it 
near  to  the  yard.     The  court  held  that  "the  substantial  en« 
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gagement  was  to  furnish  what  should  be  determined  to  be 
necessary  by  the  post-commander  for  the  regular  supply  for 
the  year,"  and  plaintiff  failed  in  his  action.  The  opinion  is 
valuable  for  its  concise  and  accurate  statement  of  the  rules 
governing  similar  contracts.  Said  the  court,  by  Mr.  Justice 
Bradley : 

''Where  a  contract  is  made  to  sell  or  furnish  certain  goods 
identified  by  independent  circumstances,  such  as  an  entire 
lot  deposited  in  a  certain  warehouse,  or  aU  that  may  be  manu- 
factured by  the  vendor  in  a  certain  establishment,  or  that 
may  be  shipped  by  his  agent  or  correspondent  in  certain  ves- 
sels, and  the  quantity  is  named  with  the  qualification  of 
'about,'  or  *more  or  less,*  or  words  of  like  import,  the  con- 
tract applies  to  the  specific  lot ;  and  the  naming  of  the  quan- 
tity is  not  regarded  as  in  the  nature  of  a  warranty,  but 
only  as  an  estimate  of  the  probable  amount,  in  reference  to 
which  good  faith  is  all  that  is  required  of  the  party  making 
it.  In  such  cases,  the  governing  rule  is  somewhat  analogous 
to  that  which  is  applied  in  the  description  of  lands,  where 
natural  boundaries  and  monuments  control  courses  and  dis- 
tances and  estimates  of  quantity. 

*'But  when  no  such  independent  circumstances  are  referred 
to,  acd  the  engagement  is  to  furnish  goods  of  a  certain  quality 
or  character  to  a  certain  amount,  the  quantity  specified  is  ma- 
terial, and  governs  the  contract.  The  addition  of  the  qualify- 
ing words,  'about,'  'more  or  less,'  and  the  like,  in  such  cases, 
is  only  for  the  purpose  of  providing  against  accidental  varisr 
tions  arising  from  slight  and  unimportant  excesses  or  defi- 
ciencies in  number,  measure  or  weight. 

"If,  however,  the  qualifying  words  are  supplemented  by 
other  stipulations  or  conditions  which  give  them  a  broader 
scope  or  a  more  extensive  significancy,  then  the  contract  is 
to  be  governed  by  such  added  stipulations  or  conditions.  -As, 
if  it  be  agreed  to  furnish  so  many  bushels  of  wheat,  more  or 
less,  according  to  what  the  party  receiving  it  shall  require 
for  the  use  of  his  mill,  then  the  contract  is  not  governed 
by  the  quantity  named,  nor  by  that  quantity  with  slight  and 
unimportant  variations,  but  what  the  receiving  party  shall 
require  for  the  use  of  his  mill;  and  the  variation  from  the 
quantity  named  will  depend  upon  his  discretion  and  require- 
ments, so  long  as  he  acts  in  good  faith.  So  where  a  manu- 
factxurer  contracts  to  deliver  at  a  certain  price  all  the  articles 


Digitized  by 


Google 


May,  1907.]  Peterson  v.  Chaix.  537 

he  shall  make  in  his  factory  for  the  space  of  two  years,  'say 
a  thousand  to  twelve  hundred  gallons  of  naphtha  per  month/ 
the  designation  of  quantity  is  qualified  not  only  by  the  in- 
determinate word  *say,'  but  by  the  fair  discretion  or  ability 
of  the  manufacturer,  always  provided  he  acts  in  good 
faith.  .  .  . 

''Reference  is  made  to  the  previous  negotiations  which  led 
to  the  making  of  the  contract,  the  bid  of  the  claimant^  the 
fact  that  the  contract  was  awarded  to  him  on  his  bid  aa  early 
as  May,  and  that,  on  the  faith  and  expectation  that  the  quan- 
tity named  would  be  wanted,  he  had  cut  the  eight  hundred 
and  eighty  cords  of  wood  before  the  contract  was  signed. 

"All  this  is  irrelevant  matter.  The  written  contract 
merged  all  previous  negotiations,  and  is  presumed,  in  law,  to 
express  the  final  understanding  of  the  parties.  If  the  con- 
tract did  not  express  the  true  agreement,  it  was  the  claim- 
ant's folly  to  have  signed  it.  The  court  cannot  be  governed 
by  any  such  outside  considerations.  Previous  and  contem- 
porary transactions  and  facts  may  be  very  properly  taken  into 
consideration  to  ascertain  the  subject  matter  of  a  contract 
and  the  sense  in  which  the  parties  may  have  used  particular 
terms,  but  not  to  alter  or  modify  the  plain  language  which 
they  have  used.'* 

The  importance  of  the  question  and  the  earnest  contention 
of  respondent  that  the  lower  court  ruled  correctly  is  our  jus- 
tification for  a  still  further  notice  of  some  of  the  many  cases 
in  which  the  matter  has  been  considered.  In  ShicJUe  v. 
Choieau  H.  &  V.  Iron  Co.,  84  Mo.  161,  the  opinion,  as  ren- 
dered in  the  court  of  appeals,  10  Mo.  App.  242,  was  adopted. 
The  contract  read: 

"Your  proposal  of  four  hundred  tons,  more  or  less,  of 
wrought  scrap,  consisting  of  one,  one-half  and  three-eighth 
plate  blacksmith  scrap,  and  lot  of  gas  pipes  from  Southern 
Hotel,  and  other  scrap,  as  shown  your  Mr.  Fusz,  at  twenty- 
two  dollars  per  net  ton  in  our  yard,  is  accepted  You  can 
commence  hauling  same  at  your  convenience," 

The  court  said:  "Defendant  admitted  the  purchase  and  re- 
ceipt of  the  iron  at  the  price  mentioned  and  nonpayment  of 
the  balance  claimed ;  but  by  way  of  counterclaim  alleged  that 
■aid  iron  was  delivered  in  part  i>erformance  of  the  contract 
above  under  which  they  claimed  that  it  was  agreed  that  de- 
fendants were  to  have  all  the  scrap  iron  in  plaintiff's  yard. 
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''Evidence  was  offered  to  show  that  at  the  time  the  terms 
were  agreed  upon  the  parties  were  in  the  yard  containing  the 
scrap  and  made  estimates  of  the  quantity,  and  defendants 
offered  to  prove  that  it  was  then  agreed  that  they  were  to 
have  all  the  scrap  iron."  The  court  held  this  evidence  inad- 
missible.   As  reported  in  10  Mo.  App.,  the  court  said : 

*'The  words  'more  or  less'  in  a  written  contract  are  never 
understood  to  permit  more  than  a  small  departure  from  the 
quantity  named  in  the  contract  Such  being  the  meaning 
af&xed  by  law  to  the  words  'more  or  less'  in  a  written  con- 
tract, the  use  of  such  words  does  not  create  such  an  ambiguity 
in  the  contract  as  will  let  in  parol  explanation.  The  words 
'400  tons  more  or  less'  are  to  be  taken,  not  as  mere  words  of 
expectation,  but  as  words  of  contract  limiting  and  defining 
the  quantity  to  be  sold.  {Morris  v.  Levison,  1  C.  P.  Div. 
155;  Leeming  v.  Snaith,  16  Q.  B.  275.)  The  construction 
put  upon  the  contract  by  the  defendant  has  the  effect  of 
erasing  from  the  contract  the  words  '400  tons.'  This  cannot 
be  done.  It  is  well  settled,  in  interpreting  any  written  instru- 
ment, that  such  a  meaning  shall  be  put  upon  it  as  will,  if 
possible,  give  effect  to  all  its  parts." 

In  Cabot  v.  Winsor,  1  Allen  (83  Mass.),  546,  the  contract 
was  as  follows:  "Sold  to  Nath'l  Winsor  Jr.  &  Co.  for  account 
of  Stephen  Cabot,  Esq.,  five  hundred  (500)  bundles,  more  or 
less,  gunny  bags  at  10c.  per  bag."  It  appeared  in  evidence 
that  both  parties  knew  t^at  the  object  of  the  defendant  in 
making  the  purchase  was  to  fill  the  ship  "Hesperus,"  then 
lying  at  India  Wharf,  and  that  at  the  time  of  the  purchase 
it  was  uncertain  what  number  of  bundles  would  be  needed 
for  that  purpose.  Only  200  bundles  were  actually  taken  on 
board  of  the  "Hesperus,"  that  being  all  that  proved  to  be 
necessary  to  fill  the  ship;  the  remainder,  about  275  bundles, 
were  left  on  the  wharf.  Defendants  claimed  that  under  the 
contract  they  were  to  have  500  bundles,  or  more  or  less  than 
that  number,  as  might  reasonably  be  found  necessary  to  fill 
the  ship,  or  at  their  election;  and  that,  as  they  did  not  re- 
quire any  more  than  the  200  bundles  for  that  purpose,  and 
as  they  in  fact  never  received  any  more  than  that  number, 
they  were  only  bound  to  pay  for  200. 

But  it  was  held  at  the  trial  that  there  was  no  latent  am- 
biguity in  the  contract,  and  that  its  construction  was  for  the 
court    Defendants  offered  to  prove  by  parol  that  both  par* 
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ties  understood  the  contract  differently,  and  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  cover  more  than  enough  to  fill  the  ship ;  and  they 
offered  to  prove  the  declarations  and  acts  of  the  plaintiff  be- 
fore, at  the  time  of,  and  after  the  making  of  the  contract, 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  he  so  construed  it;  but 
the  judge  excluded  the  evidence.  On  the  appeal  the  supreme 
judicial  court  said: 

"We  are  unable  to  perceive  any  ground  on  which  it  can 
be  held  that  this  contract  falls  within  any  of  the  exceptions 
to  the  familiar  and  well-established  rule  which  excludes  all 
parol  evidence  in  the  construction  of  the  written  agreements 
of  parties.  The  language  in  which  it  is  expressed  is  not 
technical,  nor  is  it  alleged  to  have  any  peculiar  or  local 
signification,  or  to  have  been  used  with  reference  to  any  cus- 
tom or  usage,  which  would  vary  or  change  its  natural  and 
ordinary  meaning.  Nor  are  the  terms  of  the  contract  ren- 
dered uncertain  or  doubtful  by  reference  to  extrinsic  facts, 
so  as  to  create  a  latent  ambiguity.  The  words  'more  or  less,' 
which  seem  to  have  given  rise  to  the  contention  between  the 
parties,  have  a  plain,  ordinary  and  popular  signification,  and 
are  often  used  in  contracts  relating  both  to  real  and  personal 
estate." 

After  speaking  of  the  sales  of  merchandise,  especially  in 
large  quantities,  where  these  terms  are  frequently  used  in 
connection  with  the  specific  quantity  named  in  the  contract, 
the  court  said:  ''But  in  such  cases,  parol  evidence  is  not 
admitted  to  show  that  the  parties  intended  to  buy  and  sell 
a  different  quantity  or  amount  from  that  stated  in  the  writ- 
ten agreement.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  held  to  be  a  contract 
for  the  sale  of  the  quantity  or  amount  specified ;  and  the  effect 
of  the  words  'more  or  less'  is  only  to  permit  the  vendor  to 
fulfill  his  contract  by  a  delivery  of  so  much  as  may  reason- 
ably and  fairly  be  held  to  be  a  compliance  with  the  contract, 
after  making  due  allowance  for  an  excess  or  short  delivery 
arising  from  the  usual  and  ordinary  causes,  which  prevent 
an  accurate  estimate  of  the  weight  or  number  of  the  articles 
sold."  It  was  held  that  the  readiness  to  deliver  475  bundles 
was  sufficient  compliance,  and  that  "a  variation  of  five  per 
cent  in  so  large  a  quantity  was  not  such  a  deficiency  as  to 
fall  outside  of  the  fair  and  reasonable  limit  of  short  de- 
livery." 
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In  Creighion  v.  Comstock,  27  Ohio  St.  548,  the  sale  was  of 
timber  "supposed  to  be  twenty-three  thousand  feet  white 
pine  timber,  more  or  less,  now  laying  in  the  river  inmie- 
diately  under  said  Creighton's  logway  in  the  Ohio  Biver  at 
Columbus."  A  delivery  of  16,000  feet  was  held  to  be  insuffi- 
cient and  involved  too  great  a  variation  or  deficiency  to  be 
brought  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  "more  or  less." 

In  Holland  v.  Bea,  48  Mich.  218,  [12  N.  W.  167],  the  court 
held  that  473  M  feet  of  lumber  would  not  satisfy  a  call  for  500 
M  feet  "more  or  less."  See,  also,  the  rule  stated  in  Kirwan  v. 
Van  Camp  Packing  Co.,  12  Ind.  App.  1,  [39  N.  E.  536]. 

Respondent  cites  the  case  of  Day  v.  Cross,  69  Tex.  595.  In 
that  case  the  sale  was  of  all  the  cattle  of  certain  brands, 
10,000  head,  more  or  less,  except  a  certain  number  of  the 
cattle  of  certain  brands.  The  court  held  that  it  was  not  a 
guaranty  as  to  the  number  of  the  cattle  in  said  marks  and 
brands,  but  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  marks  and  brands, 
and  that  the  seller  was  only  bound  to  exercise  good  faith, 
care,  skill  and  energy  to  collect  the  cattle,  taking  them  from 
the  range  where  they  were  accustomed  to  run  at  the  making 
of  the  contract.  Here  the  controlling  feature  was  the  marks 
and  brands  and  not  the  designated  number  as  indicating  what 
was  sold. 

In  TUden  v.  Rosenthal,  41  111.  885,  89  Am.  Dec.  388,  by  the 
written  contract  defendant  agreed  to  deliver  on  a  certain 
day  "262  head,  more  or  less,  of  good  fat  cattle  ...  to  average 
thirteen  hundred  pounds,  and  are  the  cattle  known  as  the 
McCoy  and  Bishop  lot,  now  being  fed  in  the  vicinity  of  Coun- 
cil Bluffis,  Iowa."  Plaintiffs  tendered  178  head,  which  de- 
fendants refused  to  receive  and  plaintiffs  brought  suit  for 
this  number.  The  court  held  that  the  phrase  "more  or  less" 
was  used  by  the  parties  to  cover  such  trifling  deficiencies  in 
number  as  might  be  caused  by  the  ordinary  casualties  of  death 
or  loss.  "But,"  said  the  court,  "the  deficiency  was  nearly 
one-third  of  the  whole  number  contracted  for.  We  are  not 
prepared  to  say  that  when  a  person  contracts  for  a  lot  of 
cattle  containing  262  head  he  shall  accept  178."  See  cases 
collected  in  Benjamin  on  Sales,  section  682  et  seq.  For  dis- 
cussion of  rule  in  sale  of  land  see  Belknap  v.  Sealey,  14  N.  Y. 
(4  Kern.)  143,  67  Am.  Dec.  120,  and  note;  HarrM  Y.  Hill, 
19  Ark.  102.  68  Am.  Dec  202. 
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Appellants  make  no  point  in  their  brief  as  to  the  17  tons 
for  which  they  allege  that  they  agreed  to  pay  the  market 
value.  The  sole  question  discussed  relates  to  the  liability  of 
defendants  for  the  166  tons  of  grapes  which  they  refused 
to  accept 

Our  conclusion  is  that  in  accepting  the  256.817  tons  de- 
fendants became  liable  therefor  at  the  contract  price,  but 
that  they  were  not  bound  to  accept  the  excess  tendered  by 
plaintifiEs  and  refused  by  defendants. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  rerersed. 

Harty  J.,  and  Burnett,  J^  concurred. 


[Crim.    No.  47.    Third  Appellate  Dietriet.— May  16,  1907.] 
Ex  Parte  HENBT  HAASE,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

HABBA8    Ck>BPUS — CONVICTION   UPON    PlUL   OF   GUILTT   OF   BUBGLAKT   DT 
FIBST     DEGBEX— DSTERMINATION     OF     DXOBKB — JUBISDICTION — PBS- 

SUMFTION.— Upon  a  petitton  for  hahea§  corpug  the  attack  upon  a 
judgment  of  eonvietion  in  the  superior  eourt  upon  a  plea  of  guilty 
of  burglarj  in  the  first  degree  is  collateral,  and  every  intendment 
is  in  favor  of  the  judgment.  Though  it  seems  that,  in  sueh  case, 
no  substantial  right  of  the  defendant  would  be  invaded  bj  failure 
of  the  court  to  determine  the  degree,  yet  the  only  question  upon 
hdbeaa  corpus  is  as  to  the  juriBdiction ;  and  if  it  be  supposed 
necessary  that  the  court  should  determine  the  degree,  it  must  be 
presumed,  where  the  record  does  not  affirmatively  show  the  contrary, 
that  the  court  determined  the  degree  upon  sufficient  evidence  not- 
withstanding the  plea. 

HEABINO  on  writ  of  habeas  corpus  addressed  to  the  war- 
den of  the  state  prison,  holding  petitioner  under  a  judgment 
of  conviction  in  the  Superior  Court  of  San  Bernardino  County. 
B.  F.  Bledsoe,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eourtc 

B.  T.  McEisick,  for  Petitioner. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  for  Bespondent» 
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BURNETT,  J.— Petitioner  asks  to  be  discharged  from  the 
custody  of  the  warden  of  the  state  prison  on  the  ground  that 
the  ''judgment  and  sentence  were  and  are  void,  that  said 
court  had  no  authority  in  law  to  enter  said  judgment  or  to 
pronounce  said  sentence;  that  the  same  are  in  excess  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  and  are  nullities.*' 

The  return  to  the  writ  shows  that  petitioner  is  imprisoned 
by  virtue  of  a  commitment  issued  out  of  the  superior  court 
of  the  state  of  California  in  and  for  the  county  of  San  Ber- 
nardino in  the  following  form:  "The  district  attorney,  with 
the  defendant,  who  had  heretofore  waived  counsel,  came  into 
court.  The  defendant  was  duly  informed  by  the  court  of 
the  nature  of  the  information  filed  against  him  for  the  crime 
of  burglary  committed  on  the  6th  day  of  October,  1904,  of  his 
arraignment  and  plea  of  guilty  on  the  8th  day  of  October, 
1904,  of  burglary  in  the  first  degree.  The  defendant  was  then 
asked  if  he  had  any  legal  cause  to  show  why  judgment  should 
not  be  pronounced  against  him.  To  which  he  replied  he  had 
none.  And  no  sufficient  cause  being  shown  or  appearing  to 
the  court,  thereupon,  the  court  rendered  its  judgment:  That 
whereas,  the  said  Henry  Haase,  having  been  duly  convicted 
in  this  court  of  the  crime  of  burglary  in  the  first  degree. 

''It  is  therefore  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  the 
said  Henry  Haaae  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  state 
prison  of  the  State  of  California  at  Folsom  for  the  term  of 
eight  years.'' 

It  is  insisted  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  sentence 
the  defendant  because  of  its  failure  to  determine  the  degree 
of  the  crime.  In  this  connection  petitioner  cites  section  1192 
of  the  Penal  Code,  which  provides:  "Upon  a  plea  of  guilty 
of  a  crime  distinguished  or  divided  into  degrees  the  court 
must,  before  passing  sentence,  determine  the  degree."  And 
in  response  to  the  suggestion  that  the  defendant  by  the  form 
of  his  plea  obviated  the  necessity  of  the  court's  actual  deter- 
mination of  the  degree,  attention  is  directed  to  section  1017 
of  the  same  code,  providing  for  the  form  of  the  plea  as  fol- 
lows: "Every  plea  must  be  oral  and  entered  upon  the  min- 
utes of  the  court  in  substantially  the  following  form:  1.  If 
the  defendant  plead  guilty,  'the  defendant  pleads  that  he  is 
guilty  of  the  offense  charged.*  " 

The  usual  and  proper  practice  undoubtedly  is  to  charge  in 
general  terms  in  the  information  the  offense  of  burglary  witlu 
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out  specif3ang  the  entry  as  having  been  made  in  the  day  or 
night  time.  If  the  defendant  then  pleads  guilty,  the  plea 
should  be,  in  orderly  sequence,  "Guilty  of  the  offense 
charged,'*  to  wit,  burglary.  The  duty  would  then  be  cast 
upon  the  court  to  determine  the  degree  before  passing  sen* 
tence.  And  if  the  court  failed  to  determine  the  degree  it 
would  be  prejudicial  error.  {People  v.  Jefferson,  52  Cal. 
452.)  But  what  objection  could  be  urged  against  an  infor- 
mation charging  burglary  in  the  night-time?  The  effect 
would  be  simply  to  confine  the  plea  or  the  trial  to  the  crime 
of  burglary  in  the  first  degree.  (People  v.  Smith,  136  Cal. 
208,  [68  Pac.  702].)  But  if  the  defendant  were  arraigned 
upon  such  an  information  and  should  plead  guilty  of  ''bur- 
glary in  the  first  degree,"  and  were  sentenced  to  eight  years 
in  the  penitentiary,  it  could  not  be  said  that  the  judgment 
was  void  or  even  voidable.  In  such  a  case  the  plea  would  be 
equivalent  to  that  **of  guilty  of  the  offense  charged,''  and  it 
would  be  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  requirement  of 
the  statute. 

When,  as  in  the  case  at  bar,  the  information  charges  bur- 
glary in  general  terms  so  as  to  include  both  degrees,  why 
should  the  defendant  be  precluded  from  pleading  in  harmony 
with  the  facts  guilty  of  either  one  of  said  offenses  if  he  so 
desires?  How  is  any  substantial  right  of  the  defendant  in- 
vaded if  the  court  accepts  his.  confession  that  the  crime  was 
committed  in  the  night-time  instead  of  calling  a  witness 
to  prove  such  fact?  Ordinarily,  the  court  would  determine 
the  degree  by  the  examination  of  witnesses,  but  it  would 
seem  to  be  entirely  unnecessary  where  the  defendant — pre- 
sumably upon  sufficient  information  as  to  the  nature  and 
consequences  of  the  offense — confesses  in  effect  that  he  com- 
mitted  the  crime  in  the  night-time  and  is  therefore  guilty 
of  burglary  in  the  first  degree. 

But  aside  from  the  foregoing  consideration  it  is  manifest 
from  the  record  before  us  that  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to 
his  discharge.  The  only  question,  admittedly,  that  we  can 
consider  upon  this  application,  is  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  below  to  sentence  the  defendant.  {Forbes  v.  Hyde, 
31  Cal.  342;  Ex  parte  Eollis,  59  Cal.  405;  In  re  Bouner,  151 
U.  S.  242,  [38  L.  ed.  149].)  Again,  the  proceeding  of  habeas 
corpus  is  not  a  substitute  for  appeal.  {Ex  parte  Long,  114 
CaL  159,  [45   Pac.    1057] ;  Kellar   v.  Davis,  69   Neb.  494, 
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[95  N.  W.  1028].)  And  in  reviewing  the  record  of  a  court 
of  general  jurisdiction,  it  must  be  remembered  that  every  in- 
tendment 18  in  favor  of  the  judgment,  and  that  the  want  of 
jurisdiction  must  afi&rmatively  appear.  This  is  a  collateral 
and  not  a  direct  attack,  and  in  order  to  entitle  petitioner 
to  his  discharge  the  record  must  show  that  the  judgment  is  a 
nullity. 

In  Be  Eickhoff,  101  Cal.  603,  [36  Pac.  11],  Mr.  Justice 
Harrison,  speaking  for  the  court,  said:  **More  than  two  hun- 
dred years  ago  it  was  said  in  Peacock  v.  BeU,  1  Wm.  Saund. 
74,  that  'The  rule  for  jurisdiction  is  that  nothing  shaU  be 
intended  to  be  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  a  superior  court 
but  that  which  specially  appears  to  be  so;  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, nothing  shall  be  intended  to  be  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  on  inferior  court  but  that  which  is  so  expressly  alleged'; 
and  this  rule  has  been  so  frequently  repeated  as  to  have  be- 
come a  maxim  in  the  law.  This  presumption  extends  to  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  support  of  the  judgment,  as  well  those 
facts  which  are  necessary  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  of  the 
defendant  as  those  which  are  necessary  to  sustain  its  decision 
of  fact  or  conclusion  of  law  thereon.  .  .  .  The  fact  that  the 
court  has  rendered  a  judgment  implies  a  determination  by  it 
before  it  assumed  to  hear  the  controversy,  that  it  had  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  subject  matter  of  the  action,  and  of  the  defend- 
ant against  whom  the  complaint  was  directed.  ...  Its  de^ 
termination  upon  this  question  is  to  be  made  upon  evidence 
of  some  nature;  .  .  .  and  if  its  conclusion  is  incorrect,  it  is 
merely  error,  which  can  be  reviewed  only  upon  a  direct 
appeal.  Even  though  it  should  determine  the  question  with- 
out any  evidence  before  it,  the  same  presumption  of  verity 
attends  its  decision  upon  this  point  as  upon  any  other  issue 
which  it  may  determine  without  evidence.  Nor  does  this 
presumption  of  its  jurisdiction  to  make  the  decision  depend 
upon  the  existence  of  any  record  of  the  decision.  ...  If  it 
makes  a  record  of  the  facts  giving  it  jurisdiction,  or  of  its 
exercise  of  such  jurisdiction,  there  is  no  occasion  to  invoke 
any  presumption.  It  is  only  when  the  record  is  silent  that 
the  necessity  for  presumption  arises,"  It  would  seem  im- 
possible to  add  anything  to  the  foregoing  statement  of  the 
rule. 

The  doctrine  is  announced  also  in  the  late  case  of  Canadian 
etc.  Co.  v.    ClaHta  etc  Co.,   140    Cal.  674,  [74  Pac.  301], 
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through  Mr.  Justice  Angellotti,  as  follows:  ** Every  presump- 
tion is  in  favor  of  the  validity  of  the  judgment,  and  any  con- 
dition of  facts  consistent  with  the  validity  of  the  judgment 
will  be  presumed  to  have  existed  rather  than  one  which  will 
defeat  the  judgment.  Unless  the  record  of  the  judgment  it- 
self affirmatively  shows  that  the  court  was  without  juris- 
diction to  render  the  judgment,  the  judgment  is  not  void  upon 
its  face."     (See,  also,  In  re  Brown,  32  Cal.  49.) 

In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  not  required  that  the  record  shall 
show  that  the  court  heard  evidence  and  determined  the  de- 
gree of  the  offense,  even  if  we  assume  that  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances  such  determination  was  necessary.  **The  only 
material  parts  of  a  judgment  are  the  statement  of  the  of- 
fense for  which  the  defendant  has  been  convicted,  omitting 
therefrom  all  that  is  contained  in  the  previous  papers  and 
therefore  not  necessary  to  be  repeated,  and  the  sentence  of 
the  court.  {In  re  Ruiz,  28  Cal.  253.)  Hence,  here,  the  com- 
mitment, which  is  merely  a  certified  copy  of  the  judgment. 
in  properly  silent  as  to  whether  the  court  formally  determined 
the  degree  or  whether  any  evidence  on  the  subject  was  re- 
ceived. If  necessary,  however,  to  support  the  judgment,  it 
must  be  presumed  that  notwithstanding  the  plea  of  guilty 
of  burglary  of  the  first  degree,  the  court  heard  evidence  and 
determined  that  the  offense  was  committed  in  the  night-time 
and  was  therefore  burglary  of  the  first  degree.  There  is  no 
ground  for  the  contention  of  petitioner  that  it  appears  af- 
firmatively that  no  such  proceeding  was  had.  The  affidavit 
of  the  clerk  verifying  the  minutes  of  the  court  was  received 
in  evidence  at  the  hearing,  but  it  simply  discloses  the  fact 
that  the  record  is  silent  as  to  whether  the  court  determined 
the  question  as  petitioner  claims  it  should  have  done  before 
passing  sentence. 

We  have  not  referred  to  many  of  the  decisions  cited  and 
suggestions  made  by  counsel,  as  we  deem  the  foregoing  de- 
cisive of  the  issue. 

The  writ  is  discharged  and  the  petitioner  is  remanded. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred, 
ft  GaL  App.— 86 
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[CIt.    No.   816.    Third   Appellata  Diatriet.— May   16,   1907.] 
ALICE  E.  HINER,  Respondent,  v.  J.  P.  HINER,  AppeUant. 

ACTION  roB  Maintenancx — Equity  Case — Ordeb  fob  Allowance  Pend- 
ing Suit — Appeal — Jubisdiction  of  Supreme  Coubt — Transfeb. — 
One  who  has  a  cauae  of  action  for  divorce  may,  without  suing  for 
a  divorce,  maintain  a  separate  cause  of  action  for  maintenance, 
addressed  to  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  superior  court.  An 
appeal  from  an  order  granting  an  allowance  pending  such  action 
should  be  taken  directly  to  the  supreme  court.  When  taken  to 
this  court,  it  cannot  be  dismissed,  but  must  be  transferred  to  the 
supreme  court  under  section  4  of  article  YI  of  the  constitution. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Sonoma 
County  granting  an  allowance  pending  an  action  for  main- 
tenance.   Emmett  Seawell,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  P.  Thompson,  for  Appellant 

J.  W.  Gates,  for  Respondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J.— Plaintiff  is  the  wife  of  defendant  and 
brings  the  action  for  separate  maintenance  for  herself  and 
three  children  of  the  marriage.  The  complaint  alleges  that 
in  October,  1902,  plaintiff  and  defendant  were  residing  to- 
gether in  the  county  of  Chehalis,  state  of  Washington,  and 
that  in  said  month  defendant  abandoned  and  willfully  de- 
serted plaintiff  and  has  never  returned  to  plaintiff  or  to  their 
said  residence,  but  still  continues  to  abandon  and  desert 
plaintiff;  that  defendant  came  to  California  shortly  after 
October,  1902,  *'and  is  now  a  bona  fide  resident  of  Sonoma 
County";  that  "plaintiff  ever  since  October,  1902,  has  been 
and  is  now  a  bona  fide  resident  of  said  Chehalis  County,  State 
of  Washington";  that  defendant  is  possessed  of  considerable 
means,  setting  forth  a  description  of  property  alleged  to  be 
owned  by  him,  and  that  plaintiff,  when  so  abandoned  and 
deserted  by  defendant,  was  left  with  no  means  of  income 
and  with  property  ''of  but  little  value  and  plaintiff  now  has 
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DO  means  of  support."  Plaintiff  alleges  that  she  is  in  need 
of  $100  per  month  from  October,  1902,  thenceforth  **for  her 
support  and  for  the  support  of  her  said  minor  children**; 
that  ''under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Washington  the  plaintiff 
has  a  cause  of  action  against  defendant  for  a  divorce.*'  The 
prayer  of  the  complaint  is  that  it  be  decreed  that  plaintiff 
''has  a  cause  for  divorce  against  defendant;  that  $100.00  per 
month  is  a  proper  amount  for  the  support  of  plaintiff  and 
her  said  minor  children  and  has  been  ever  since  said  desertion 
of  plaintiff  by  defendant*'  Attorney's  fees  are  also  prayed 
for  in  the  sum  of  $250  and  $100  pending  the  trial  of  the 
action  and  for  costs  and  expenses  of  suit,  and  "that  the  same 
may  be  made  a  charge  upon  said  land  and  premises,"  and 
for  such  other  relief  as  may  be  meet  and  proper. 

Plaintiff  gave  notice  to  defendant  that  at  a  time  stated  she 
would  move  the  court  for  an  order  requiring  defendant  to 
pay  plaintiff  $100  per  month,  commencing  at  the  filing  of 
the  complaint;  also  for  $400  attorney's  fees  and  $300  for 
costs  and  expenses;  that  said  motion  would  be  heard  upon 
the  pleadings  and  upon  certain  affidavits,  copies  of  which 
were  served  with  the  notice.  The  matter  came  on  to  be  heard 
upon  said  papers  and  upon  counter-affidavits  filed  by  de- 
fendant, and  upon  the  hearing  the  court  made  an  order  that 
defendant  forthwith  pay  $210  as  and  for  alimony;  $50  costs 
of  suit  and  $100  as  attorney's  fees  and  directed  that  execu- 
tion issue  to  enforce  collection  of  the  same.  The  appeal  is 
from  this  order  and  is  taken  directly  to  this  court. 

Section  137  of  the  Civil  Code  provides  for  the  payment  of 
alimony  "where  an  action  for  divorce  is  pending."  As 
amended  in  1905,  Statutes  1905,  page  205,  it  also  provides 
further:  "When  the  wife  has  any  cause  of  action  for  a  di- 
vorce as  provided  in  section  ninety-two  of  this  code,  she  may, 
without  applying  for  a  divorce,  maintain  in  the  superior  court 
an  action  against  him  for  permanent  support  and  maintenance 
of  herself  or  of  herself  and  children.  During  the  pendency 
of  such  action  the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  require  the 
husband  to  pay  as  alimony  any  money  necessary  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  action  and  for  the  support  and  main- 
tenance, and  execution  may  issue  therefor  in  the  discretion 
of  the  court.  The  final  judgment  in  such  action  may  be  en- 
forced by  the  court  by  such  order  or  orders  as  in  its  dls- 
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cretion  it  may  from  time  to  time  deem  necessary,  and  sueh 
order  or  orders  may  be  varied,  altered  or  revoked  at  the 
discretion  of  the  court." 

It  was  held  in  Sharon  v.  Sharon,  67  Cal.  185,  [7  Pac.  456, 
8  Pac.  709],  that  divorce  is  an  action  in  equity  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution  conferring  appellate  jurisdiction 
upon  the  supreme  court;  and  in  Benton  v.  Benton,  122  Cal. 
395,  [55  Pac.  152],  it  was  held  that  in  actions  for  divorce, 
with  application  for  alimony  or  allowance  for  support  pen- 
dente lite,  the  cause  of  action  is  divorce  and  the  support  of 
the  wife  pending  suit  is  an  incident  Hardy  v.  Hardy,  97 
Cal.  125,  [31  Pac.  906],  was  an  action  for  maintenance,  with- 
out appl3nng  for  a  divorce.  The  statute  gave  the  action  then 
**when  tie  husband  willfully  deserts  the  wife."  The  court 
said:  "Proof  of  willful  desertion  by  the  husband  is  there- 
fore an  essential  element  in  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action." 
As  the  statute  now  reads  we  should  hold  it  to  be  an  essential 
element  of  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  that  the  wife  should 
show  "a  cause  of  action  for  divorce  as  provided  in  section 
92"  of  the  Civil  Code.  To  do  this  she  must  appeal  to  the 
equity  side  of  the  court,  and  hence  it  would  seem  to  follow 
that  the  action  for  maintenance  must  be  addressed  to  the 
equity  powers  of  the  court.  If,  however,  this  reasoning  be 
doubtful,  the  language  of  the  section  removes  all  doubt.  The 
judgment  contemplated  is  a  judgment  confided  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court,  and  may  be  enforced  at  its  discretion 
by  order  or  orders,  and  these  orders  may  with  like  discretion 
be  varied,  altered  or  revoked.  Clearly  a  jury  trial  could 
not  be  demanded  to  assess  an  amount  which  rests  wholly 
within  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  which  may,  upon  cause 
shown,  be  taken  away  by  the  court. 

The  supreme  court  is  given  appellate  jurisdiction  "in  all 
cases  of  equity,  except  such  as  arise  in  justice's  court." 
(Const.,  art.  VI,  sec.  4.)  The  appeal,  in  our  opinion,  should 
have  been  taken  directly  to  the  supreme  court  and  not  to 
this  court.  By  the  same  section  it  is  provided  that  where  the 
appeal  is  not  taken  to  the  proper  court  it  shall  not  be  dis< 
missed,  "but  the  cause  shall  be  transferred  to  the  proper 
court  upon  such  terms  as  to  costs  or  otherwise  as  may  be 
just,  and  shall  be  proceeded  with  therein  as  if  regularly 
appealed  thereto." 
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It  18  therefore  ordered  that  the  cause  be  transferred  to  the 
sapreme  court,  the  costs  to  attend  the  final  disposition  thereof 
by  that  court 

Bumetti  J.,  and  Hart,  J^  concurred* 


[GrinL    No.  43.    Third  Appellate  District.— Maj  18,  1907.] 

Ex  Parte  ELMER  FOWLER,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

Habeas  Ck)apns — Cbiminal  Law — ^Niw  Infobmation — ^Erbok  not  Bx- 
▼IKWABLX. — ^Any  error  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
■aperior  court  in  allowing  a  new  information  to  be  filed,  based 
upon  a  correction  by  the  magistrate  of  his  order  of  commitment, 
without  a  re-examination,  after  a  first  information  has  been  set 
aside  as  not  vrarranted  by  the  commitment,  or  anj  irregularitj  in 
the  action  of  the  magistrate,  affecting  the  substantial  rights  of 
the  defendant,  is  not  reidewable  upon  habeas  carpus,  and  can  fm> 
nish  no  ground  for  his  discharge. 

Id. — INFOBMATION     NOT     BASED     ON    ObDEB     OF    Ck)MMITMENT — SbTONO 

Aside. — ^An  information  upon  a  commitment  which  held  the  peti* 
tioner  for  an  offense  different  from  that  charged  in  the  informa- 
tion has  no  proper  basis  on  which  to  rest.  The  district  attor- 
ney was  not  authorized  to  file  it,  and  it  was  properly  set  aside. 

Jp. — POWEB    07  SUPEBIOB    GOUBT— NEW    INFOBMATION — COBBECTION    07 

IBBEGULABITY  BT  Maoistbate. — The  Superior  court  has  power,  upon 
setting  aside  an  information  because  not  charging  the  offense  for 
which  the  prisoner  has  been  committed,  or  because  of  any  irregu- 
larity in  the  order  of  commitment,  to  order  a  new  information  to 
be  filed,  or  to  direct  any  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment 
to  be  rectified  by  the  magistrate,  and  a  new  information  based 
thereon  to  be  filed. 
Id. — ^Ibbegulabttt  m  Commitxsnt— Assaui/t  wtfr  Intent  to  Mub- 
DEB — Omission  o7  Wobds — ^**Malicje  Atobbthouoht."— Where  it 
is  clear  that  the  magistrate  intended  to  hold  the  defendant  to 
answer  for  an  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  commit 
murder,  and  the  attempt  was  merely  ineffectual  for  want  of  the 
technical  words  "with  malice  aforethought,"  necessary  to  the  com- 
plete description  of  the  crime,  it  appears  that  the  omission  amounts 
only  to  an  irregularity,  which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trate to  eorrect,  upon  being  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  superior  eourt. 
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1d.^Lapsx  of  Thibtt  Days  Aiteb  Examination— <<  Good  Causb"  worn 
Delay. — It  seems  that  section  809  of  the  Penal  Code  lequiring  am 
information  to  be  filed  within  thirtj  days  after  the  order  of  com- 
mitment has  no  reference  to  a  new  information  filed,  upon  a  cor- 
rected order,  after  the  original  has  been  set  aside;  but  if  that 
section  should  be  deemed  applicable  the  conditions  which  gave  rise 
to  the  necessity  for  the  filing  of  the  new  information  more  than 
thirty  days  after  the  original  order  constitute  *'good  cause"  for 
the  delay  contemplated  by  section  1382  of  the  Penal  Code. 

ID— BS-BZAMINATION     NOT     REQUIRED     UPON     OOBaEGTION     07     OOMMIT- 

MBNT. — Where  the  magistrate  is  directed  by  the  court  to  correct 
an  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment  after  an  information 
has  been  set  aside,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  magistrate  to  go  into 
a  re-ezamination  of  the  charge  in  order  to  make  the  correction 
which  would  justify  a  new  information  upon  the  original  charge. 

APPLICATION  for  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  the  sheriff 
of  Merced  County,  to  review  criminal  proceedings  in  the 
Superior  Court    E.  N.  Rector,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Ben  Berry,  and  B.  P.  Powler,  for  Petitioner. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  for  Respondent 

HART,  J. — ^Petitioner,  who  is  held  under  restraint  by  the 
sheriff  of  Merced  county,  under  an  information  charging  him 
with  the  crime  of  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon  with  intent 
to  commit  murder,  makes  this  application  for  his  release  from 
the  custody  of  said  sheriff,  on  habeas  corpus. 

On  January  20, 1907,  a  complaint  or  deposition  was  filed  in 
the  justice  court  of  township  No.  3  of  Merced  county,  charg- 
ing the  petitioner  with  the  crime  of  assault  with  a  deadly 
weapon.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  charge  on  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  January,  1907,  the  magistrate  made  and  entered 
an  order,  obviously  attempting  to  commit  the  petitioner  for 
trial  in  the  superior  court  for  the  offense  of  assault  with  a 
deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  commit  murder.  On  the  four- 
teenth day  of  February,  1907,  the  district  attorney  of  Merced 
county  filed  in  the  superior  court  an  information  charging 
petitioner  with  the  crime  for  which  the  magistrate  thus  at- 
tempted to  order  him  committed.  Upon  appearing  in  court 
for  arraignment  under  said  io  formation,  on  the  fourth  day 
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of  March,  1907,  petitioner  made  a  motion  to  set  the  same 
aside  on  the  ground  that  prior  to  the  filing  thereof  he  had 
not  been  legally  committed  for  the  offense  charged  therein. 
On  the  following  day  the  court  made  an  order  granting 
petitioner's  motion  by  setting  aside  said  information,  and 
made  the  further  order  **that  the  Clerk  of  said  court  return 
all  the  papers  to  the  committing  magistrate  for  recommit- 
ment." 

The  order  made  by  the  magistrate  and  entered  in  his 
docket,  committing  petitioner  for  trial,  reads  as  follows: 
''Whereupon  the  case  being  submitted,  it  is  by  the  court 
ordered  that  Elmer  Fowler  be  held  to  answer  to  the  Superior 
Court  upon  a  charge  of  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon  with 
intent  to  commit  murder,  committed  as  follows:  That  said 
Elmer  Fowler  on  or  about  che  20th  day  of  January,  1907,  at 
Los  Banos,  in  said  County  of  Merced,  State  of  California, 
willfully,  unlawfully  and  feloniously  did  assault  one  James 
Cowan,  a  human  being,  with  a  deadly  weapon,  to  wit:  a 
loaded  pistol  with  intent  to  commit  murder.'* 

On  the  eighth  day  of  March,  1907,  the  magistrate  made  the 
following  entry  in  his  docket:  '*  .  .  .  Received  March,  the 
8th,  1907,  from  County  Clerk  of  order  of  Superior  Court 
directing  of  return  of  papers  for  recommitment."  There- 
after and  on  the  13th  day  of  March,  1907,  the  following  order 
was  entered  in  his  docket  by  the  magistrate:  "March  13th, 
1907.  People  v.  Elmer  Fowler.  Wherefore,  the  papers  being 
returned  for  recommitment,  it  appearing  to  me  that  the  of- 
fense of  assault  with  intent  to  commit  murder  has  been  com- 
mitted as  follows:  That  on  or  about  the  19th  day  of  January, 
A.  D.  1907,  Elmer  Fowler  did  unlawfully,  willfully,  feloni- 
ously  and  with  malice  aforethought  assault  one  James  Cowan 
in  the  town  of  Los  Banos,  Merced  County,  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, with  a  deadly  weapon,  to  wit:  a  loaded  pistol,  with 
intent  then  and  there  to  kill  and  murder  said  James  Cowan, 
and  there  is  sufficient  cause  to  believe  the  within  Elmer 
Fowler  guilty  thereof,  I  order  that  he  be  held  to  answer  to 
the  same,"  etc.  The  same  order  in  substance  and  effect  was 
thereupon  indorsed  by  the  magistrate  on  the  complaint  filed 
with  him  on  the  twentieth  day  of  January,  1907.  The  new 
or  amended  commitment,  with  the  other  "papers,"  having 
been  by  the  magistrate  returned  to  the  clerk  of  the  superior 
eourt^  a  new  information  was,  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
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March,  1907,  filed  in  said  court  by  the  district  attorney, 
charging  petitioner  with  the  crime  of  an  assault  with  a  deadly 
weapon  with  intent  to  commit  murder.  On  the  thirtieth  day 
of  March,  1907,  upon  his  appearance  for  arraignment  upon 
the  charge  alleged  in  said  information,  petitioner  '^  moved 
said  Superior  Court  to  set  aside  the  information  upon  the 
ground  that  prior  to  the  filing  thereof,  he  had  not  been 
legally  committed  for  the  oflfense  charged  in  said  information 
and  upon  the  further  ground  that  on  the  13th  day  of  March, 
1907,  the  committing  magistrate  was  without  jurisdiction  to 
make  and  enter  the  judgment  and  order  holding  the  peti- 
tioner to  answer  before  the  Superior  Court  for  trial  for  the 
offense  therein  indicated;  that  the  indorsement  of  said  judg- 
ment and  order  upon  the  complaint  by  the  committing 
magistrate  was  void  and  the  information  based  upon  such 
indorsement  was  void."  The  court  denied  the  motion.  Upon 
the  same  day,  and  after  the  court  refused  to  grant  petition- 
er's  motion  to  set  aside  the  information,  a  motion  was  made 
by  petitioner  ''to  dismiss  the  prosecution  of  said  charge  upon 
the  ground  that  the  information  had  not  been  filed  within 
thirty  days  from  the  time  the  preliminary  examination  was 
held  and  petitioner  held  to  answer  before  the  Superior  Court 
of  said  County  of  Merced  on  the  31st  day  of  January,  1907." 
This  motion  was  denied  by  the  court 

The  petitioner  thus  presents  two  points  or  grounds  upon 
which  he  claims  to  be  entitled  to  his  release:  1.  ''That  the 
committing  magistrate  was  without  jurisdiction  to  make  and 
enter  his  judgment  and  order  on  the  13th  day  of  March, 
1907,  and  hence  the  commitment  based  thereon  is  void.'* 
2.  That  the  said  information  was  not  filed  in  the  superior 
court  within  thirty  days  after  the  petitioner  had  been  ex- 
amined and  committed,  as  required  by  section  809  of  the 
Penal  Code. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  defect  in  the  original  commit- 
ment consisted  in  the  failure  of  the  magistrate  to  properly 
designate  or  describe  the  offense  for  which  it  was  his  evident 
intention  to  commit  the  petitioner.  The  complaint  or  deposi- 
tion charged  an  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon,  and  the  other 
depositions  or  testimony  presumably  developed,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  magistrate,  a  case  of  assault  with  a  deadly 
weapon  with  intent  to  commit  murder.  The  magistrate  en- 
tered an  order  in  his  docket,  attempting  to  oommit  petitioner 
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for  the  last-mentioned  assault,  bat  omitted,  in  his  description 
thereof,  the  words  ''with  malice  aforethought, '^  which  are 
indispensably  essential  to  the  description  or  charging  of  that 
offense.  The  district  attorney,  in  the  information  based  upon 
that  order  of  commitment,  charged  the  petitioner  with  the 
crime  of  an  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  com- 
mit murder.  The  superior  court,  upon  motion,  set  aside  the 
information  because  it  appeared  that  the  petitioner  had  not 
been  legally  committed  for  the  offense  charged  in  said  in- 
formation, and  ordered  the  clerk  of  said  court  to  ''return 
all  the  papers  to  the  committing  magistrate  for  recommit- 
ment" The  course  pursued  by  the  court  thus  far  was  regu- 
lar, if  the  order  of  commitment  involved  only  an  irregularity. 
The  information,  based  upon  a  commitment  which  held  peti- 
tioner for  an  offense  different  from  that  charged  in  such 
information,  had  no  proper  basis  on  which  to  rest,  and  the 
district  attorney  was  not  authorized  to  file  it.  (People  v. 
Thompson,  84  Cal  601,  [24  Pac  384] ;  Pen.  Code,  sees.  872, 
997,  998.) 

But  it  is  contended  that  a  new  information  should  have 
been  based  upon  the  original  order  and  in  conformity  thereto ; 
that  the  court,  having  once  made  the  order  committing  the 
petitioner  for  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon,  which  said  order 
was  entered  in  his  docket,  lost  all  further  jurisdiction  of  the 
case,  and  could  do  nothing  further  with  reference  thereto 
than  to  correct  some  irregularity,  if  any  existed,  in  such  order 
of  commitment;  that  the  proceeding  had  by  him  with  regard 
to  the  "papers  returned  for  recommitment'*  involved  not 
simply  the  correction  of  an  irregularity  or  defect  in  the  order 
of  commitment,  but  constituted  the  making  of  an  entirely 
new  order,  committing  petitioner  for  an  entirely  different 
and  distinct  offense  from  that  for  which  he  was  originally 
held.  We  are  of  opinion  that  this  point  presents  a  question 
which  cannot  be  reviewed  in  this  proceeding.  {Ex  parte 
Nicholas  on  Habeas  Corpus,  91  Cal.  641,  [28  Pac.  47].) 
The  so-called  new  information  charged  the  petitioner  with 
an  offense  of  which  the  superior  court  has  jurisdiction,  and 
it  gave  the  court  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  petitioner, 
and  the  court  therefore  had  jurisdiction,  upon  the  motion 
to  set  aside  the  information,  to  hear  and  determine  "what- 
ever questions  of  law  or  fact  were  involved  in  the  motion, 
and  its  decision,  although  it  may  be  erroneous,  is  not  void. 
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On  the  contrary,  it  is  valid  and  binding  until  reversed  on 
appeal."  {Ex  parte  Nicholas,  91  Cal.  641,  [28  Pac.  47]; 
Ex  parte  Walpole,  85  Cal.  362,  [24  Pac.  657].)  If  there 
was  any  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment  by  the 
magistrate  affecting  the  substantial  rights  of  petitioner,  it 
was  subject  to  review,  first  in  the  superior  court,  upon  motion 
to  set  aside  the  information  based  upon  such  order  of  com- 
mitment, and  then  by  this  or  the  supreme  court  upon  appeal ; 
but  it  is  not  a  ground  for  discharging  the  prisoner  on  habeas 
corpus.  {Ex  parte  Walpole,  85  Cal.  362,  [24  Pac.  657].) 
It  is  elementary  that  when  a  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the 
subject  matter  of  the  litigation  and  of  the  persons  of  the  par- 
ties litigant,  it  has  jurisdiction  to  make  errors  as  well  as  to 
not  make  them.  This  is,  of  course,  only  putting  in  another 
form  the  rule  that  such  errors  are  not  reviewable  in  an  ex- 
traordinary proceeding,  or  in  a  proceeding  the  sole  purpose 
of  which  is  to  try  the  question  of  jurisdiction.  In  other  words, 
jurisdiction  is  **the  power  to  hear  and  determine,"  and  when 
a  court  has  once  determined  a  proposition  within  its  jurisdic- 
tion, such  determination,  whether  right  or  wrong,  is  at  an  end 
and  is  conclusive  until  challenged,  through  some  motion  or  in 
some  other  proper  legal  proceeding.  It  may,  however,  be  sug- 
gested (though  it  need  not  be  here  decided)  that  it  at  least 
seems  clear  that  the  magistrate  attempted  to  make  an  order 
committing  the  petitioner  for  the  very  offense  for  which  he 
finally  ordered  him  to  be  committed,  and  that  the  attempt  was 
ineffectual  only  because  of  the  omission  in  the  order  of  certain 
technical  words  necessary  to  the  description  of  the  crime.  It 
would  at  least  appear  to  harmonize  with  common  sense  to  hold 
that  where  the  language  of  the  order  is  such  as  to  lead  to  no 
other  rational  conclusion  than  that  the  magistrate  intended  to 
commit  the  prisoner  for  a  certain  offense,  but  fails  to  do  so 
merely  because  he  has  not  described  the  same  in  the  order  of 
commitment  with  the  technical  nicety  and  precision  which  is 
required  in  stating  the  offense  in  an  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, it  amounts  only  to  an  irregularity  which  it  is  within  the 
power  and  authority  of  the  magistrate  to  correct  upon  being 
directed  to  do  so  by  the  superior  court.  We  find  nothing  in 
any  language  used  in  Ex  parte  Branigan,  19  Cal.  133  et  seq., 
in  conflict  with  this  suggestion.  Of  course,  we  are  not  to  be 
understood  as  suggesting  that  a  magistrate,  after  once  com- 
mitting an   accused  for  a  certain  offense,   may  thereafter 
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change  his  order  and  commit  him  for  another  and  distinct 
offense.  Nor  is  there  anything  involved  in  our  suggestions 
upon  this  point  to  be  construed  as  a  disapproval  of  the  opinion 
in  the  case  of  People  v.  Nogiri,  142  CaL  597,  [76  Pac.  490] . 
On  the  contrary,  we  think  that  that  case  with  great  clearness 
straightened  out  certain  propositions  which  had  theretofore 
been  misconceived  and  misunderstood,  and  expounded  them  in 
accordance  with  the  real  intention  of  the  lawmakers.  The 
opinion  in  that  case  is  not,  however,  in  point  here,  if  the  sug- 
gestion we  have  made  that  the  omission  in  the  order  of  com- 
mitment was  but  a  mere  irregularity  be  sound.  If  the  sug- 
gestion is  erroneous,  then  the  Nogiri  case  would  no  doubt  be  an 
authority  upon  appeal,  if  the  case  ever  reaches  that  point. 

The  second  point  urged  is,  we  think,  without  substantial 
merit.  The  proposition  involved  in  this  point  is  whether  or 
not  there  was  failure  on  the  part  of  the  district  attorney,  in 
the  matter  of  the  filing  of  the  information,  to  comply  with 
the  mandate  of  section  809  of  the  Penal  Code.  That  section 
requires  that  an  information  shall  be  filed  within  thirty  days 
after  the  examination  and  the  order  committing  a  defendant 
for  trial  in  the  superior  court.  It  has  been  held  that  this 
provision  is  mandatory,  and  that  default  by  the  district  at- 
torney in  filing  an  information  within  the  time  limit  pre- 
scribed therein,  unless  good  cause  therefor  be  shown,  forfeits 
his  right  as  such  officer  to  do  so  at  all  upon  the  commitment 
returned  by  the  magistrate,  and  that  the  superior  court  can- 
not, under  an  information  filed  after  such  time,  acquire  juris- 
diction to  try  the  prisoner  for  the  offense  therein  charged. 
{In  re  Begerow,  133  Cal.  349,  [85  Am.  St.  Rep.  178,  65  Pac. 
828].)  At  least,  the  court  held  in  that  case  that  subdivision 
2  of  section  1382  of  the  Penal  Code,  which  provides  that  the 
prosecution  against  a  defendant  must  be  dismissed,  the  trial 
not  having  been  postponed  upon  the  application  of  defendant, 
unless  good  cause  be  shown  therefor,  if  the  defendant  is  not 
brought  to  trial  within  sixty  days  after  the  finding  of  the 
indictment,  or  filing  of  the  information,  is  imperative  and 
mandatory.  We  can  see  no  reason  why  the  same  may  not 
be  said  of  subdivision  1  of  that  section,  prescribing  the  time 
limit  of  thirty  days  within  which  the  information  must  be 
filed.  The  only  question  here,  then,  is,  Was  the  filing  of  the 
new  or  second  information  by  the  district  attorney  more  than 
thirty  days  after  the  date  of  the  making  of  the  original  order. 
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or,  perhaps  more  correctly  speakiiig,  the  attempted  order  com- 
mitting the  petitioner  for  the  crime  of  assault  to  commit 
murder,  an  idle  and  nugatory  and  void  act  and  the  informa- 
tion thus  filed  insufBcient  to  confer  upon  the  superior  court 
jurisdiction  to  try  said  petitioner  thereunder  t  The  power 
of  the  courty  upon  setting  aside  an  information  for  the  reason 
that  it  does  not  charge  the  offense  for  which  the  prisoner  has 
been  committed,  or  because  of  any  irregularity  in  the  order 
of  commitment,  to  order  a  new  information  to  be  filed,  or 
directing  any  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment  to 
be  rectified  by  the  magistrate,  and  a  new  information  based 
thereon  filed,  is  unquestioned  and  conceded.  (Pen.  Code, 
sees.  997,  998;  People  v.  Thompson,  84  CaL  601,  [24  Pac, 
384] ;  Ex  parte  Walpole,  85  CaL  362,  [24  Pac.  657] ;  People 
V.  Lane,  101  CaL  515,  [36  Pac.  16].)  If  section  809  of  the 
Penal  Code  could  be  held  to  be  applicable  to  a  case  where 
an  information  has  been  dismissed  or  set  aside  and  a  new 
one  directed  by  the  court  to  be  filed  in  its  place,  and  such 
new  information  is  filed  more  than  thirty  days  after  the  time 
at  which  the  order  of  commitment  was  made,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  conditions  which  gave  rise  to  the  necessity 
for  the  filing  of  the  new  information  after  the  thirty  days 
after  the  original  order  of  commitment  has  been  made  con- 
stitute the  ^'good  cause"  contemplated  by  section  1382, 
supra^  as  an  excuse  for  a  failure  to  file  the  information  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  said  section  809,  supra.  But  it  seems 
to  us  that  the  supreme  court  has  settled  this  question  in  a 
number  of  cases.  In  the  case  of  People  v.  Lee  Look,  143 
Cal.  221,  [76  Pac.  1029],  the  court,  speaking  through  Mr. 
Justice  McFarland,  says:  ** There  is  nothing  in  the  point 
that  the  second  information  was  not  filed  within  thirty  days 
after  appellant  was  held  to  answer.  The  provision  of  section 
809  of  the  Penal  Code  has  no  reference  to  the  new  informa- 
tion which  may  be  directed  by  the  court  after  a  demurrer 
sustained  to  the  information."  There  can  be  no  distinction 
upon  principle  between  the  case  of  a  demurrer  sustained 
to  an  information  and  where  the  information  has,  upon  mo- 
tion, been  set  aside. 

In  the  case  of  Begerow,  (133  CaL  349,  [85  Am.  St.  Eep. 
178,  65  Pac.  828]),  the  court,  among  other  things,  said: 
**  .  .  .  And,  indeed,  a  mistrial  is  not  a  trial,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  constitution  or  statutory  provision.    The  fact 
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that  there  has  been  an  aiiempted  trial  may  constitute  the  good 
cause  which  the  prosecution  is  required  to  show  to  excuse 
delay.  .  .  ,  ''  (Italics  ours.)  So,  as  we  have  suggested,  the 
fact  that  the  district  attorney  has  attempted  to  file  an  in- 
formation within  the  thirty  days  and  has  failed,  should  be, 
we  think,  sufficient  cause  to  excuse  the  delay  which,  but  for 
the  order  of  the  superior  oourt  setting  aside  the  information — 
an  order  which  the  law  commanded  should  be  made — ^would 
not  have  occurred. 

In  the  cases  of  People  v.  Thompson,  84  CaL  601,  [24 
Pac.  657],  and  People  v.  Lane,  101  Cal.  615,  [36  Pac.  16], 
and,  in  short,  in  every  case  where  the  point  has  been  presented 
to  and  noticed  by  the  court,  it  is  declared  that  there  is  no 
necessity,  after  an  order  setting  aside  an  information,  upon 
the  ground  of  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment,  to  go 
into  another  examination  of  the  charge  in  order  to  justify  the 
filing  of  a  new  information.  It  would  certainly  entail  upon 
both  the  people  and  the  defendant  great  inconvenience  and 
expense  if  a  re-examination  of  the  charge  were  necessary 
where  an  information  had  been  set  aside  or  dismissed  because 
of  some  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment  or  by  reason 
of  a  failure  of  the  district  attorney  to  keep  within  the  terms 
of  the  order  of  commitment  in  drafting  and  filing  the  in- 
formation. The  legislature  could  have  had  no  such  intention, 
and  surely  there  can  be  found  no  reason  for  justifying  the 
courts  in  giving  the  law  a  construction  which  would  produce 
a  result  so  unnecessary.  But  such  a  construction  would  in- 
evitably be  required  if  the  true  rule  is,  as  contended  by  peti- 
tioner, that  a  second  information,  directed  to  be  filed  in  the 
place  of  one  filed  within  the  time  but  set  aside,  must  be  filed 
within  thirty  days  after  the  order  of  conunitment  is  made. 

For  the  foregoing  reasons  the  writ  will  be  discharged  and 
petitioner  remanded. 

Ghipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett^  J.,  concurred. 
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[€»▼.    No.   801.    Third   Appellate  District— Maj   20,   1907.1 

HEALDSBURG  ELECTRIC  LIGHT  &  POWER  COM- 
PANY,  AppeUant,  v.  CITY  OF  HEALDSBURG,  Re- 
spondent 

Action  Against  Municipal  Cobpobation — ^Tobtb  Vvtua  Ynxs — ^In- 
JUBiKs  TO  Propebtt — iNsuFPiOUCNT  COMPLAINT. — A  Complaint  in  an 
action  against  a  municipal  corporation,  setting  forth  acts  of  tort 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  willfullj  and  wantonly  causing  injnij 
to  plaintiff's  property,  and  preventing  the  plaintiff  from  continu- 
ing its  lawful  business,  to  the  plaintiff 's  damage  alleged,  states  acts 
of  tort  ultra  vires  to  the  municipal  corporation,  for  which  it  cannot 
be  held  responsible,  and  states  no  cause  of  action  against  it 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Sonoma  County.    A.  G.  Burnett,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Wright  ft  Lukens,  for  Appellant. 

J.  A.  Barham,  for  Respondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J. — ^Action  for  damages  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  the  oppressive,  malicious  and  violent  acts  of  de- 
fendant resulting  in  the  destruction  of  parts  of  plaintiff's 
plant  and  with  intent  to  compel  it  to  discontinue  business. 
A  general  and  sx)ecial  demurrer  was  sustained,  and  plaintiff 
failing  to  amend,  judgment  passed  for  defendant,  from  which 
plaintiff  appeals. 

It  is  alleged  in  the  amended  complaint:  That  plaintiff  is  a 
corporation  formed  under  the  laws  of  this  state  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  electric  light  and  power  to  the  residents 
of  the  city  of  Healdsburg,  and  that  plaintiff  ever  since  March 
15,  1899,  has  been  and  on  that  day  was  lawfully  so  engaged  ; 
the  complaint  then  describes  the  property  and  apparatus  con- 
stituting  plaintiff's  plant;  avers,  in  paragraph  7,  that  the 
said  plant  was  not  injurious  to  health  or  offensive  to  the  senses, 
or  in  anywise  interfered  with  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of 
life  or  with  the  free  use  and  passage  of  the  public  parks  and 
streets  of  said  city,  and  in  no  manner  constituted  a  nuisanoe. 
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public  or  private;  that  on  February  6,  1899,  defendant,  "well 
knowing  the  premises,  but  solely  with  the  design  and  intent 
to  oppress  this  plaintiff,  and  to  compel  it  to  discontinue  its 
business  aforesaid,  duly  gassed  an  ordinance  designated 
'Ordinance  No.  81'  in  the  words  and  figures  as  follows"; 
then  follows  the  ordinance  which  purports  to  describe  the 
kind  and  character  of  the  material  to  be  used  in  the  construc- 
tion, maintenance  and  repair  of  electric  lighting  plants,  or 
systems  now  in  use  in  the  city  of  Healdsburg,  or  to  be  here- 
after erected  therein.  The  amended  complaint  next  charges 
that  with  like  intent  the  said  city  on  the  same  day  duly  passed 
ordinance  No.  82,  which  declared  certain  described  electric 
poles  and  wires  to  be  a  nuisance.  It  is  next  alleged  that  with 
like  intent  defendant,  on  March  10, 1899,  served  written  notice 
upon  plaintiff  directing  it  "within  four  days  from  the  hour 
of  7  o'clock  of  the  forenoon  of  the  eleventh  day  of  March, 
1899,"  to  abate  and  remove  all  its  unpainted  electric  poles 
now  standing,  etc.,  and  all  wires  conducting  electricity  not 
properly  insulated ;  defendant  was  further  directed  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  said  ordinances  Nos.  81  and  82,  copies 
of  which  were  attached  to  said  notice.  It  is  then  alleged  that 
on  March  14,  1899,  all  the  trustees  of  defendant  met  and 
with  like  design  and  intent  to  oppress  plaintiff  and  compel  it 
to  discontinue  its  business,  passed  a  resolution,  which  is  set 
forth  in  full,  and  which  in  substance  recited  the  notice  given 
plaintiff  of  March  10th;  that  the  time  in  which  plaintiff  should 
comply  therewith  would  expire  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.  of 
March  15,  1899 ;  that  said  plaintiff  has  not  abated  or  removed 
said  nuisances,  etc.;  therefore,  resolved  "that  the  street  com- 
missioner ...  be,  and  he  is  hereby  instructed,  to  abate  and 
remove  said  nuisances,  commencing  at  7  o'clock  A.  M.,  March 
15,  1899,  and  that  he  employ  sufficient  assistance  to  accom- 
plish that  purpose."  It  is  then  averred  that,  "Thereupon 
said  defendant,  ...  on  the  15th  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1899, 
wantonly  and  willfully  intending  and  devising  to  oppress  this 
plaintiff,  and  to  compel  it  to  discontinue  entirely  its  business 
at  the  City  of  Healdsburg,  forcibly  and  violently  cut,  up- 
rooted,  threw  down,  broke  and  so  injured  divers  parts  of  the 
plant  and  property  of  the  plaintiff  as  to  prevent  the  plaintiff 
entirely  from  continuing  its  business  aforesaid  at  Healds- 
burg";  that  "by  reason  of  said  acts"  the  plaintiff  was  obliged 
to  wholly  discontinue  its  business  to  its  damage  in  the  sum 
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of  $20,000.  There  is  no  allegation  in  the  complaint  that  plain- 
tiff ever  had,  or  now  has,  the  right  to  erect  poles  or  wires 
in  said  city.  The  defendant  demurred  for  insufficiency  of 
facts  and  also  specially  on  the  grounds  of  uncertainty,  am- 
biguity and  unintelligibility. 

In  its  brief  appellant  makes  the  following  statement:  **The 
plaintiff  was  engaged  in  a  lawful  business  at  Healdsburg, 
mainly  producing  and  supplying  the  City  of  Healdsburg  and 
its  residents  with  electric  light  and  power.  The  business  was 
not  in  itself  a  nuisance  and  could  only  become  so  in  the 
manner  of  conducting  it.  But  for  the  purposes  of  this  de- 
murrer the  allegations  of  paragraph  VII  of  the  complaint 
are  conclusive  upon  the  defendant,  and  the  only  refuge  re- 
maining for  the  defendant  is  to  plead  that  the  acts  com- 
plained of  are  ultra  vires  the  municipal  corporation.  This 
in  fact  is  what  counsel  for  the  defendant  did  in  the  court 
below,  and  it  is  for  the  correction  of  the  error  in  so  holding 
that  this  appeal  is  prosecuted.''  Appellant  limits  the  dis- 
cussion to  the  single  question:  Is  a  municipal  corporation 
liable  for  the  torts  of  its  agents  and  servants  whose  acts  are 
concededly  tdtra  vires  f  We  shall  confine  ourselves  to  this 
single  question  and  we  shall  also  assume,  as  conceded,  that 
the  acts  complained  of  were  vlira  vires.  We  take  it  when 
counsel  use  this  phrase  it  is  with  knowledge  of  its  import, 
i.  e.,  that  it  denotes,  in  the  present  case,  an  act  or  acts  of 
tort  done  on  behalf  of  the  corporation,  not  within  the  scope 
of  the  powers  conferred  upon  it.  It  is  charged  that  defendant 
wantonly,  willfully  and  with  intent  to  oppress  plaintiff  and 
to  compel  plaintiff  to  abandon  its  business  '* forcibly  and 
violently  cut,  uprooted,  threw  down,  broke  and  so  injured 
divers  parts  of  the  plant  and  property  of  the  plaintiff  as  to 
prevent  the  plaintiff  entirely  from  continuing  its  business 
aforesaid."  It  does  not  appear  by  direct  averment  whether 
this  was  pursuant  to  said  ordinances  and  orders  set  forth; 
nor  does  it  appear  that  the  alleged  injuries  were  done  by 
the  street  commissioner  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  on  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  the  defendant  itself  did 
the  alleged  mischief  without  averring  other  agency  through 
whom  it  was  accomplished.  We  are  unable  to  discover  any 
lawful  authority  for  the  destruction  of  plaintiff's  property 
in  the  manner  dleged.  That  it  was  ultra  vires  in  the  strictest 
\  of  that  phrase  seems  dear. 
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Whatever  may  be  the  doctriDe  in  other  jurisdictions,  it  is 
settled  law  in  this  state  that  a  municipality  cannot  be  held 
liable  for  injuries  to  private  property  thus  perpetrated.  The 
principle  was  applied  in  Wichman  v.  City  of  PlacerviUe,  147 
Cal.  162,  [81  Pac.  537],  in  a  matter  of  contract  obligation, 
where  it  was  held  that  the  ultra  vires  acts  of  a  municipal 
corporation  are  absolutely  void;  and  we  believe  there  is  no 
distinction  in  the  application  of  the  principle  between  such 
acts  arising  out  of  contract  and  in  tort. 

In  Sievera  v.  San  Francisco,  115  CaL  648,  [66  Am.  St. 
Rep.  153,  47  Pac.  687],  the  doctrine  of  respondeat  superior 
was  quite  fully  discussed,  where  the  injury  complained  of 
was  to  private  property,  resulting  from  certain  street  grad- 
ing. The  court  there  said:  ''In  the  performance  of  its  gov- 
ernmental  or  public  functions,  the  corporation  is  either 
deemed  a  public  agency,  a  mandatary  of  the  state,  as  in 
Bamett  v.  Contra  Costa  County,  67  Cal.  77,  [7  Pac.  177], 
and,  therefore,  not  liable  to  be  sued  civilly  for  damages,  or 
it  is  considered,  in  the  performance  of  these  functions,  to  be 
clothed  with  sovereignty,  and  therefore  not  liable  in  an  ac- 
tion. (Lloyd  V.  Mayor  of  New  York,  5  N.  Y.  369,  [55  Am. 
Dec.  347].)  "Where  the  injury  results  from  the  wrongful  act 
or  omission  of  an  officer  charged  with  a  duty  prescribed  or 
limited  by  law,  the  officer  is  not  treated  as  the  servant  or 
agent  of  the  corporation  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
enjoined,  but  is  held  to  be  the  servant  and  agent  of,  and  oon- 
troUed  by,  the  law,  and  for  his  acts  the  municipality  will  not 
be  held  liable."  This  case  was  referred  to  in  Ukiah  v.  Ukiah 
Water  dk  Imp.  Co.,  142  Cal.  173,  [100  Am.  St.  Rep.  107,  75 
Pao.  773],  where  it  is  stated  to  be  the  established  rule  in 
thin  state  that  a  municipality  is  not  liable  for  damages  oo- 
eaiioned  by  the  negligence  of  its  officials  or  employees ;  citing, 
also,  Huffman  v.  San  Joaquin  Co.,  21  Cal.  426 ;  Chops  v.  City 
of  Eureka,  78  Cal.  588,  [12  Am.  St.  Rep.  113,  21  Pac.  364]. 
In  Chope  v.  City  of  Eureka,  it  was  held  that  in  the  absence 
of  a  statutory  provision  imposing  the  liability,  a  municipal 
corporation  is  not  liable  for  personal  injuries  to  individuals 
occasioned  through  the  neglect  of  the  officers  of  the  corpora- 
tion to  properly  perform  their  duties. 

Mr.  Dillon  says:  '*If  the  act  complained  of  lies  wholly  out- 
jttda  of  the  general  or  special  powers  of  the  corporation  as 
6  CaL  App.-^6 
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conferred  in  its  charter  or  by  statute,  the  corporation  can 
in  no  event  be  liable  to  an  action  for  damages,  whether  it 
directly  commanded  the  performance  of  the  act  or  whether 
it  be  done  by  its  officers  without  its  express  command."  (2 
Dillon  on  Municipal  Corporations,  sec.  968.  See  Winhigler 
▼.  City  of  Los  Angeles,  45  Cal.  36 ;  also  extended  note  in  God- 
dard  v.  Inhabitants  of  Harpswell,  84  Me.  499,  [30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  373,  376,  24  Atl.  958].) 

Plaintiff  seems  to  have  been  careful  to  show  that  the  acts 
complained  of  were  outside  of  any  general  or  special  powers 
given  defendant,  and  to  frame  its  pleading  upon  the  theory, 
contended  for  now,  that  though  ultra  vires,  defendant  was 
liable  for  its  alleged  acts.  We  think  plaintiff  has  misconceived 
the  law  as  applied  in  this  state. 

The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Hart,  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 


[av.    No.  317.    Third  Appellate  District.— May  21,  1907.] 

PUTNAM  VISHER,  Administrator  of  Estate  of  SEBAS- 
TIAN VISHER.  Deceased,  Appellant,  v.  I.  R.  WILBUR, 
Respondent. 

STATCm    Of     LllCITATIONS — ACCOXJNT     STATED — ^UNPAID     INTEREST     ON 

Barbed  Note  Paid  and  Surrendered. — Where  at  the  time  of  stat- 
ing an  account  purporting  to  be  for  unpaid  interest  on  a  note 
which  was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  which  had  been 
fully  paid  and  surrendered  more  than  six  years  prior  to  such  ac- 
count stated,  the  cause  of  action  for  such  interest  is  barred  by 
section  337  of  the  Ck>de  of  Civil  Procedure. 

ID. — ^Effect  o»  Account  Stated — Operation  o»  Statute. — ^As  soon  at 
an  account  ceases  to  be  open  and  the  balance  is  ascertained  and 
assented  to,  it  becomes  a  stated  account,  and  the  balance  is  at 
once  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  statute. 

Id. — ^Evidence  upon  Account  Stated— Bar  or  Statute. — Upon  the 
theory  that  the  action  was  for  money  had  and  received  upon  an 
account  stated,  any  evidence  relevantly  bearing  upon  the  alleged 
bar  of  the  statute  pleaded  in  the  answer  was  admissible  to  show 
that  the  account  stated  was  for  interest  on  a  barred  note. 

D). — Trust  Theory  of  Complaint — ^Varunce — ^Proof  of  Relation  o» 
Debtok  and  Creditor. — A  trust  theory  of  the  plaintiif  as  to  th« 
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money  evidenced  bj  the  promissoiy  note  is  at  vananee  with  evi- 
dence showing  simply  and  onlj  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  parties,  and  that  the  particular  transaction  from  which 
the  alleged  indebtedness  arose  was  in  no  manner  impressed  with  the 
qualities  of  a  trust. 

Id. — ^Acknowledgment  or  Debt— New  Pboicise— IjEttebs  Written  to 
Heib — Sxtbsequent  Appointment  as  Administbatoe. — ^Assuming 
that  letters  written  bj  the  supposed  debtor  to  a  single  heir  of 
the  creditor,  who  at  the  time  was  not  a  representative  of  the  estate, 
or  authorized  to  bind  it,  contained  language  which,  if  written  to 
the  creditor  or  his  personal  representative,  would  eonstitute  a 
sufficient  acknowledgment  to  take  the  debt  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute,  they  could  not  have  that  effect,  there  being  no  privity 
of  contract  between  the  debtor  and  the  heir;  and  the  subsequent 
appointment  of  the  heir  as  administrator  could  not  have  the  effect 
to  revive  the  right  of  action  because  of  such  prior  letters. 

Id. — Revival  oy  Barbed  Claim — ^Writing  Essential — ^Express  ob 
Implied  promise — Unequivocal  Acknowledgment  ov  Debt. — In 
order  to  revive  a  daim  which  is  barred  by  statute,  a  writing  is 
essential,  and  it  must  contain  either  an  express  or  implied  promise 
to  pay  an  existing  debt  In  the  absence  of  an  express  promise, 
the  acknowledgment  must  be  unequivocal,  and  must  contain  a 
direct  and  unqualified  admissioD  of  an  existing  debt  for  which  the 
party  is  liable,  and  which  he  is  willing  to  pay. 

Id. — iNsuFnciENT  Acknowledgment— Yagub  and  Ck)NDiTioNAL  Dec- 
laration.—A  vague,  indeterminate  and  conditional  declaration  in 
a  letter  that  if  the  estate  has  any  valid  claim  against  the  writer 
he  will  pay  it  if  he  ever  gets  money  enough  to  do  so  does  not  con- 
stitute an  acknowledgment  from  which  even  a  conditional  promise 
to  pay  the  specific  debt  declared  upon  can  be  implied. 

Id. — Pleading — Evidence — ^Yariancb  in  Promise. — ^Where  one  new 
promise  is  set  forth  in  the  complaint,  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover 
npon  proof  of  another. 

Id. — Claim  Against  Estate — Credit  ow  Account  Sued  upon — Sub- 
sisting Debt  Negatived. — ^A  claim  presented  by  the  defendant 
against  the  estate,  allowing  a  credit  for  the  account  sued  upon, 
and  showing  a  balance  due  from  the  estate  to  the  defendant,  does 
not  show  an  acknowledgment  of  any  subsisting  debt  as  to  such 
account,  but  expressly  negatives  such  inference. 

Id* — Finding  upon  Bab  op  Statute — Ruling  upon  Evidence  with- 
out Prejudice. — ^Where  a  finding  that  the  cause  of  action  was 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  supported  by  the  evidence, 
any  rulings  upon  evidence  which  was  offered  and  received  on  the 
merits  of  the  case,  having  no  relation  to  the  plea  of  the  statute, 
whether  erroneous  or  not,  were  without  prejudice^ 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Joaquin  County.    W.  B.  Nutter,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

A.  H.  Carpenter,  for  Appellant 

S.  D.  Woods,  for  Respondent 

HART,  J. — The  complaint  in  this  action  alleges:  **  .  •  . 
That  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  January,  1894,  one  Sebas- 
tian Visher  deposited  and  left  with  the  defendant,  I.  R.  Wil- 
bur, the  sum  of  $1,722.77,  lawful  money  of  the  United  States, 
upon  the  express  agreement  and  condition  that  the  same 
should  be  held  by  the  said  I.  R.  Wilbur  in  trust  for  the  said 
Sebastian  Visher,  and  should  draw  interest  from  the  time 
of  such  deposit  to  the  time  of  payment  at  the  rate  of  seven 
per  cent  per  annum,  and  that  the  same  should  be  paid  to 
the  said  Sebastian  Visher  upon  his  demand  therefor."  Fol- 
lowing this  allegation  is  an  averment  that  on  the  first  day 
of  April,  1896,  the  defendant  rendered  to  the  deceased  an 
itemized  statement,  showing  the  original  balance  due  from 
said  defendant  to  said  Sebastian  to  be  the  sum  of  $1,993.95, 
and  also  showing  various  items  of  expenditure  made  by  de- 
fendant for  and  on  account  of  said  intestate  of  plaintiff,  ag- 
gregating the  sum  of  $1,309.60,  leaving,  at  the  time  of  the 
rendering  of  said  statement,  the  sum  of  $684.35  still  due 
and  unpaid.  It  is  this  last-mentioned  sum  which  the  plain- 
tiff in  his  complaint  alleges  to  be  the  money  held  by  defend- 
ant in  trust  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  his  intestate  during 
the  lifetime  of  the  latter.  By  the  complaint  we  are  informed 
that  Sebastian  Visher  died  intestate  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
November,  1898,  in  San  Joaquin  county,  and  that  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  December,  1903,  the  plaintiff,  having 
previously  made  due  application  therefor,  was  granted,  by 
the  superior  court  of  San  Joaquin  county,  letters  of  admin- 
istration upon  the  estate  of  said  deceased.  It  is  alleged  that, 
after  his  appointment  as  such  administrator,  the  plaintiff 
made  demand  upon  the  defendant  for  payment  to  and  settle- 
ment with  him,  as  such  representative  of  the  estate  of  the  de- 
ceased, of  the  amount  shown  to  be  the  balance  due  said  estate 
by  the  statement  rendered  to  deceased  in  his  lifetime  by  said 
defendant 
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The  answer  denies  that  the  defendant  is  or  was  indebted  to 
the  deceased  at  the  time  of  his  death  or  at  any  other  time,  or 
to  the  estate  of  said  deceased,  in  the  sum  mentioned  in  the 
complaint,  or  in  any  other  amount.  It  is  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendant, prior  to  the  death  of  said  Sebastian  Visher,  paid  to 
the  latter  all  moneys  due  said  Visher  from  defendant.  There 
are  other  allegations  in  the  answer  directly  declaring  that  cer- 
tain  specified  sums  of  money  were  expended  by  the  defendant 
for  and  on  behalf  of  the  deceased  previous  to  his  death,  at 
the  latter 's  request,  and  that,  in  addition  to  such  expenditareSy 
the  defendant  permitted  the  deceased,  during  his  life,  and 
for  a  long  time  prior  to  his  death,  to  collect  and  appropriate 
to  his  own  use  the  rents  of  a  certain  house  in  the  city  of 
Stockton,  of  which  defendant  was  the  owner,  the  total  sum 
of  said  rents  so  collected  by  deceased  being  $465.00;  that 
it  was  at  all  times  understood  between  them  that  the  rents  so 
collected  ''should  be  applied  in  payment  on  account,  or  in 
full,  as  the  case  might  be,  of  any  moneys  on  any  account  what- 
ever due  from  the  said  defendant  to  the  said  Sebastian 
Visher. '^  The  answer  also  pleads  the  statute  of  limitations, 
in  ''that  said  action  is  barred  by  the  provisions  of  section 
337  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.'' 

The  defendant  had  judgment,  from  which,  upon  a  bill  of 
exceptions,  plaintiff  presents  this  appeal. 

The  evidence  taken  consisted  mainly  of  the  testimony  given 
by  the  defendant  The  court  found  that  *'it  is  not  true  that 
on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  January,  1894,  Sebastian  Visher 
deposited  and  left  with  the  defendant  the  sum  of  $1,722.77 
...  or  any  other  sum  upon  any  agreement  or  condition  that 
the  same  shotdd  be  held  by  the  defendant  in  trust  for  said 
Sebastian  Visher;  that  it  is  not  true  that  on  or  about  the 
first  day  of  April,  1896,  or  at  any  other  time,  the  said  defend- 
ant made  or  gave  to  said  Sebastian  Visher  a  statement  in 
writing  of  the  amount  of  moneys  held  by  him  in  trust  for 
said  Sebastian  Visher  as  set  forth  and  alleged  in  said  com- 
plaint or  otherwise."  The  third  finding  of  the  court  is  as 
follows:  "It  is  true  that  on  or  about  the  first  day  of  April, 
1896,  the  said  defendant  made  and  gave  to  Sebastian  Visher 
the  written  statement  of  account  in  the  words  and  figures 
as  set  forth  in  said  complaint,  and  that  said  written  statement 
ef  account  was  made  and  given  by  the  said  defendant  to  said 
Sebastian  Visher  as  the  written  statement  of  account  of  the 
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amount  then  due  from  the  said  defendant  to  said  Sebastian 
Visher  on  account  of  moneys  theretofore  due  to  said  Sebastian 
Visher  from  said  defendant  as  the  interest  remaining  unpaid 
upon  a  certain  promissory  note  theretofore  existing  between 
the  said  defendant  and  said  Sebastian  Visher  for  the  sum  of 
$12,000.00.  That  the  said  written  statement  of  account  was 
made  and  given  by  said  defendant  to  said  Sebastian  Visher, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  on  the  9th  day  of  August, 
1890,  the  said  defendant  paid  said  Sebastian  Visher  the  sum 
of  $7,475.00  as  the  balance  on  said  promissory  note  less  the 
said  sum  of  $1,722.77,  and  received  from  the  said  Sebastian 
Visher  a  receipt  in  the  words  and  figures  as  follows:  *  Stock- 
ton, August  9th,  1890.  Reed,  of  I.  R.  Wilbur  the  sum  of 
Seven  thousand  and  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars 
in  full  of  all  demands  to  date.  S.  Visher.'  and  received  from 
said  Sebastian  Visher  the  said  promissory  note."  Findings 
4  and  5  are  to  the  effect  that,  subsequent  to  the  making  and 
giving  of  said  written  statement  of  account  the  defendant 
paid  to  said  Sebastian,  or  for  and  on  his  account,  various  sums 
of  money,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  the  sum  of  $329.84, 
and  that  said  Visher  collected  and  kept  for  his  own  use  rents 
for  the  house  of  defendant  in  the  total  sum  of  $465.00,  and 
that  in  addition  thereto,  the  defendant  gave  to  and  paid  out 
on  account  of  said  Visher  other  sums  of  money,  aggregating 
in  amount  between  $2,000  and  $3,000.  It  is  found  by  the 
court  that  the  expenditures  by  defendant  to  and  for  the  de- 
ceased involved  in  the  last-mentioned  sum  **were  not  given 
or  paid  out  on  account  of  the  said  written  statement  of  ac- 
count, but  were  gifts  made  by  the  said  defendant  to  the  said 
Sebastian  Visher,  and  not  otiierwise."  The  court  also  finds 
'Hhat  the  said  cause  of  action  set  forth  in  said  complaint  is 
barred  by  the  provision  of  section  337  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Procedure  of  this  state." 

It  would  serve  no  useful  purpose  to  present  or  attempt  an 
elaborate  review  of  the  facts  established  by  the  evidence  con- 
tained in  the  record.  It  may,  however,  be  well  to  remark, 
as  affording  some  explanation  of  the  reason  for  the  gifts 
found  by  the  court  to  have  been  made  by  the  defendant  to  the 
deceased,  in  the  latter 's  lifetime,  that  the  defendant  was  the 
son  in  law  of  the  deceased;  that  the  most  amiable  and  cor- 
dial personal  relations  appeared  to  have  always  existed  be- 
tween them — in  fact,  their  personal  relations  seem  to  have 
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been  marked  by  unusual  filial  affection  for  and  toward  each 
other.  There  had  been  carried  on  by  and  between  them  busi- 
ness dealings  for  many  years,  and  the  evidence  indicates  that 
it  was  the  desire  of  the  defendant  at  all  times  to  aid  and 
assist  his  father  in  law  to  prosper  in  business.  We  have 
closely  examined  the  record,  and  think  the  findings  of  the 
trial  court  are  abundantly  supported  by  the  evidence. 

That  the  cause  of  action  set  forth  in  the  complaint  is  barred 
by  the  provisions  of  section  337  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedurCy  we  think  the  evidence  clearly  establishes.  The  lan- 
guage of  that  section  is  to  the  effect  that  the  time  within 
which  an  action  may  be  commenced  ''upon  any  contract,  ob- 
ligation, or  liability  founded  upon  an  instrument  in  writing 
executed  in  this  state,"  shall  be  four  years  after  such  cause 
of  action  shall  have  accrued. 

Counsel  for  appellant  alleges  in  his  complaint,  and  he  ar- 
gues in  his  briefs  the  case  principally  from  that  standpoint, 
that  the  relations  existing  between  the  defendant  and  the 
deceased  in  the  latter 's  lifetime  were,  as  to  the  money  to  re- 
cover which  this  action  is  brought,  those  of  trustee  and  cestui 
que  trust;  or,  in  other  words,  that  said  money  was  deposited 
by  the  deceased  with  the  defendant  upon  the  express  under- 
standing and  condition  that  the  same  should  be  held  in  trust 
by  defendant  for  the  benefit  and  use  of  said  Sebastian  Visher. 
There  is  much  force  in  the  suggestion  of  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent that,  upon  the  theory  that  the  object  of  the  action 
is  the  enforcement  of  a  trust,  there  results  such  a  wide  vari- 
ance between  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  the  proofs 
that  a  judgment  responding  to  that  issue  would  find  exceed- 
ingly frail,  if  any,  support  from  findings  founded  upon  the 
evidence  presented  by  the  record.  The  evidence  indisputably 
shows  the  relations  of  the  parties  to  have  been  at  all  times 
nothing  more  than  the  ordinary  relations  of  debtor  and  cred- 
itor, and  that  the  particular  transaction  from  which  the  al- 
leged indebtedness  arose  was  in  no  manner  impressed  with 
the  qualities  of  a  trust.  There  is  nothing  in  the  written  state- 
ment of  account,  as  pleaded  in  the  complaint,  from  which 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  moneys  to  which  it  relates  were 
deposited  with  the  defendant  to  be  by  him  held  in  trust  for 
the  deceased.  On  the  contrary,  the  statement,  upon  its  face, 
is  of  a  character  to  indicate  that  it  was  only  intended  as  an 
adjustment  of  certain  accounts  between  the  parties.     The 
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prayer  of  the  complaint,  while,  of  course,  not  the  test  for  the 
determination  of  the  appropriate  relief  demanded  by  the  alle- 
gations of  the  complaint,  in  effect  asks  for  a  judgment  for 
money  had  and  received  on  account  stated.  The  evidence, 
the  court  finds,  shows  that  the  transaction  involving  the  exe- 
cution of  the  promissory  note  by  the  defendant  to  the  de- 
ceased was  closed  on  the  9th  of  August,  1890,  on  which  day 
the  defendant  paid  to  Yisher  the  sum  of  $7,475,  and  received 
from  the  latter  the  note  and  a  receipt  acknowledging  payment 
''in  full  of  all  demands  to  date."  The  defendant  testified 
that,  about  two  years  after  the  circumstance  of  the  payment 
by  him  to  Visher  of  the  sum  of  $7,475.00,  the  latter  visited 
him  at  his  office  in  San  Francisco,  and  declared  that  he  had 
spent  all  his  money  and  was  therefore  without  means;  that 
he  was  apprehensive  that  he  would  not  leave,  upon  his  death, 
sufficient  means  with  which  to  defray  his  funeral  expenses, 
etc.  The  defendant  thereupon  assured  Visher  that  he  (de- 
fendant) would  attend  to  the  matter  of  funeral  expenses, 
and  that  he  (Visher)  would  never  want  for  the  necessities  of 
life  while  he  lived  so  long  as  defendant  had  means.  The  lat- 
ter then  said  to  Visher  that  there  was  still  due  him  (Visher) 
from  defendant  on  the  note  surrendered  on  the  9th  of  Au- 
gust, 1890,  by  Visher  to  defendant,  interest  amounting  ap- 
proximately to  the  sum  of  $1,700,  and  that  he  (defendant) 
would  pay  such  interest,  and  render  to  him  (Visher)  a  writ- 
ten statement  to  that  effect.  Visher  insisted  that  defendant 
owed  him  nothing,  and  declared  that  defendant  had  already 
done  too  much  for  him.  The  deceased  said,  however,  that  if 
the  defendant  would  send  him  a  statement,  pretending  to 
show  sufficient  money  due  him  from  defendant  to  meet  his 
funeral  expenses,  he  might,  by  being  able  to  exhibit  such 
statement,  receive  better  treatment  at  home.  Thereafter,  and 
in  pursuance  of  that  understanding,  the  defendant  prepared 
and  sent  the  deceased  the  written  statement  set  out  in  the 
complaint. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that,  whatever  might  have  been  the 
reason  or  motive  of  defendant  in  sending  to  deceased  the 
statement  in  question,  the  document  constituted,  if  an3rthing, 
an  adjustment  of  the  accounts  between  the  parties.  And,  ''aa 
soon  as  an  account  ceases  to  be  open,  and  the  balance  is  as- 
certained and  assented  to,  it  becomes  a  stated  account,  and 
the  balance  is  at  once  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  statutej 
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and  an  account  becomes  a  stated  account  when  it  is  furnished 
to  another  and  be  retains  it  for  a  long  time  without  objec- 
tion, as  well  as  where  the  parties  mutually  agree  upon  a  bal- 
ance." (Wood  on  Limitations,  3d  ed.,  sec.  280;  Angell  on 
Limitations,  sec.  150;  Amerais  v.  Naglee,  74  Cal.  68,  [15  Pac. 
371].) 

But  counsel  for  appellant,  evidently  persuaded  that  the 
trust  theory  of  his  complaint  is  utterly  untenable  under  the 
evidence  adduced,  contends  that  several  letters  written  by  the 
defendant  and  a  claim  filed  by  him  against  the  estate  of  the 
deceased,  which  were  received  in  evidence,  amount  to  such  an 
acknowledgment  in  writing  of  the  proscribed  liability  as  to 
warrant  the  implication  of  a  new  promise,  and  thus  the  right 
of  action  thereon  has  been  revived.  These  letters  were,  with 
one  exception,  written  prior  to  the  appointment  of  plaintijff 
as  administrator  of  the  estate  of  the  deceased,  and  all  of 
them,  with  the  exception  of  one,  which  was  written  to  plain- 
tiff's wife,  were  addressed  to  the  plaintiff.  Assuming  that 
those  written  prior  to  appellant's  appointment  as  adminis- 
trator contain  language  which  would  constitute,  if  written 
to  the  creditor  or  his  agent  duly  authorized  to  act  for  him 
with  reference  to  the  particular  matter,  a  sufficient  acknowl- 
edgment to  take  the  debt  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute, 
we  cannot  see  how  such  letters,  having  been  addressed  to  per- 
sons between  whom  and  the  defendant  there  was  no  privity 
of  contract,  could  in  any  view  have  the  effect  of  reviving  the 
right  of  action  upon  the  indebtedness  pleaded  and  to  which 
it  is  claimed  they  refer.  The  plaintiff,  at  the  time  of  the 
receipt  of  the  letters,  while  interested  as  an  heir  in  whatever 
estate  the  deceased  might  have  left,  was  not  an  agent  or  rep- 
resentative of  or  otherwise  duly  authorized  to  act  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  estate.  The  test  would  be,  it  seems  to  us,  was 
the  party  to  whom  the  acknowledgment,  if  any,  was  made 
legally  competent  to  make  a  contract  with  respect  to  the  sub- 
ject as  to  which  the  statute  had  runt  Could  the  plaintiff, 
before  appointment  as  administrator,  have  legally  negotiated 
and  consummated  a  binding  contract  in  behalf  of  the  estate  t 
''Under  the  modem  rule,"  says  Wood  on  Limitations,  third 
edition,  section  79,  ''that  an  acknowledgment  or  promise  must 
be  such  as  fairly  raises  an  implied  promise  to  pay  the  debt, 
it  follows  as  a  matter  of  course  that  the  acknowledgment  or 
promise  must  not  only  be  made  by  a  person  legally  competent 
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to  contract,  but  must  also  be  made  to  the  creditor  himself, 
or  some  person  duly  authorized  to  act  for  him  in  that  regard, 
so  that  a  new  contract,  resting  upon  the  old  one  for  its  con- 
sideration, may  be  set  up  in  reply  to  the  statute,  if  it  is 
pleaded  by  the  defendant;  and  if  it  is  made  to  an  agent  of 
the  creditor,  in  order  to  make  it  operative,  it  must  appear 
that  the  debtor  at  the  time  knew  that  the  person  to  whom  the 
acknowledgment  or  promise  was  made  was  acting  as  the  agent 
of  the  creditor."  (See,  also,  Farrell  v.  Palmer,  36  Cal.  189, 
and  Biddel  v.  Brizzolara,  64  Cal.  354,  [30  Pac.  609].) 

But  even  if  these  letters,  so  addressed  to  plaintiff  before 
he  became  vested  with  any  legal  power  over  the  estate  and  its 
affairs,  could  properly  be  construed  to  have  been  addressed  to 
one  having  the  authority  to  contract  for  the  estate  (and  it 
seems  that  upon  principle  they  cannot  be  so  construed),  it  is 
clear  that  their  language  cannot  be  construed  either  into  an 
express  promise  to  pay,  or  an  acknowledgment  from  which 
a  promise  to  pay  the  old  debt  can  be  implied  by  the  law. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  language  of  the  letters  which  indicates 
that  they  refer  to  the  particular  claim  upon  which  plaintiff 
declares  with  that  clearness,  directness  and  distinctness  made 
requisite  in  such  a  case  by  the  law,  nor,  in  fact,  is  it  even  of 
that  direct,  distinct  and  unequivocal  nature  as  to  any  pre- 
existing liability  which  is  essential  to  an  acknowledgment 
from  which  the  law  may  imply  a  promise.  It  is,  of  course, 
well  understood  that,  in  order  to  resuscitate  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion which  has  once  been  relegated  to  a  state  of  repose  by  the 
operation  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  it  is  necessary  under 
the  law  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  360)  that  there  must  have 
been  executed,  as  to  the  debt,  obligation  or  liability  originally 
giving  rise  to  such  cause  of  action,  an  instrument  in  writing, 
signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged.  This  is  not  only  true, 
but  where  there  is  no  express  promise,  such  instrument  must 
contain  an  acknowledgment  from  which  the  law  may  imply 
a  promise  to  pay.  {Biddel  y.  Brizzolara,  56  Cal.  382.)  And 
such  acknowledgment  must  be  a  direct  and  unqualified  ad- 
mission of  an  existing  debt  which  the  party  is  willing  to  pay. 
{Biddel  v.  Brizzolara,  56  Cal.  382;  McCormack  v.  Brown,  36 
Cal.  180,  [95  Am.  Dec.  170] ;  Farrell  v.  Palmer,  36  Cal.  187.) 
''If  there  be  no  express  promise,  but  a  promise  is  to  be  raised 
by  implication  of  law  from  the  acknowledgment  of  the  party, 
such  an  aeknowledgment  ought  to  contain  an  unqualified  and 
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direct  admission  of  a  previous  subsisting  debt,  which  the  party 
is  liable  and  willing  to  pay.  If  there  be  accompanying  cir- 
cumstances which  repel  the  promise  or  intention  to  pay;  if 
the  expressions  be  equivocal,  vague  and  indeterminate,  leading 
to  no  certain  conclusion,  but  at  best  to  probable  inferences, 
which  may  affect  diflPerent  minds  in  different  ways,  we  think 
they  ought  not  to  go  to  a  jury  as  evidence  of  a  new  promise 
to  revive  the  cause  of  action."  (Mr.  Justice  Story  in  Bell  v. 
Morrison,  1  Pet.  (U.  S.)  362.) 

The  first  letter  addressed  to  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant 
upon  the  subject  of  the  alleged  debt  due  the  estate  from  de- 
fendant was  written  under  date  of  May  18,  1903 — over  seven 
months  prior  to  plaintiff's  appointment  as  administrator, 
etc. — ^and  was  evidently  occasioned  by  a  demand  made  upon 
defendant  for  a  settlement  of  the  balance  which  appeared 
to  be  due  the  deceased  from  the  statement  referred  to.  This 
letter,  which  is  of  considerable  length  (and  which  was  ad- 
mitted in  evidence  upon  the  offer  of  the  defendant),  from  its 
beginning  to  its  conclusion,  repeatedly  declares  that  at  the 
time  of  the  death  of  plaintiff's  intestate  the  latter  was  in- 
debted to  the  defendant  in  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  that 
the  defendant  owed  the  deceased  nothing  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  This  statement,  he  asserts,  he  could  establish  to  the 
satisfaction  of  plaintiff  if  the  latter  would  call  at  his  office 
and  inspect  his  books  and  papers  showing  the  accounts  be- 
tween the  deceased  and  the  defendant.  A  garbled  quotation 
from  this  letter  by  appellant  in  his  brief,  embracing  only 
a  part  of  the  only  sentence  in  the  letter  upon  which  he  could 
place  any  construction  favorable  to  his  contention,  can  afford 
him  no  comfort,  because  there  is  nothing  in  the  quoted 
language  from  which  any  sort  of  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
old  debt  may  be  drawn.  The  second  letter,  under  date  of 
June  12,  1903,  written,  it  will  be  noticed,  over  six  months 
before  plaintiff  was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate, 
reiterates  the  denial  that  defendant  was  in  any  way  or  to 
any  extent  indebted  to  Visher  at  his  death.  The  letter  dated 
March  15,  1904,  addressed  to  plaintiff,  is  brief  and  reads 
aa  follows:  **Dear  Sir  and  Brother:  Your  favor  of  the  14th 
is  just  received  and  noted.  In  answer  will  say  that  if  the 
Visher  estate  has  any  valid  claim  against  me  I  will  pay  it 
if  I  ever  get  money  enough  to  do  so.  Please  send  me  the 
claim."    There  was  also  received  in  evidence  a  letter  dated 
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October  14,  1900,  signed  by  the  defendant  and  addressed  to 
the  wife  of  plaintiflP,  which  letter,  even  if  it  were  material 
to  the  issue  here,  does  not  refer,  either  directly  or  indirectly, 
so  far  as  it  may  be  determined  from  the  language  of  the  letter 
itself,  to  the  claim  relied  upon  in  the  complaint.  It  is  thus 
to  be  observed  that  the  only  one  of  the  mentioned  letters 
upon  which  appellant  can  by  any  possibility  rest  the  con- 
tention that  the  defendant  has  acknowledged  the  claim  relied 
upon  in  this  action,  is  the  one  dated  March  15,  1904,  written 
after  letters  of  administration  had  been  issued  to  plaintiff. 
This  letter,  it  must  be  apparent  from  an  inspection  thereof, 
is  not  an  unqualified  and  unconditional  acknowledgment  by 
defendant  of  any  claim  or  debt  which  might  have  existed 
against  him  in  favor  of  the  deceased  or  his  estate.  Construed, 
as  it  should  be,  in  connection  with  the  defendant's  letters 
of  May  18,  1903,  and  June  12,  1903,  in  which,  as  seen,  he 
made  an  unqualified  denial  of  any  indebtedness  of  whatsoever 
nature,  and  particularly  of  the  debt  in  dispute,  this  letter 
plainly  means  that,  whUe  denying,  because  not  aware  of,  the 
existence  of  any  claim  upon  him  by  the  Yisher  estate,  the 
defendant  would  be  willing  to  pay  any  valid  claim  which  he 
might  be  convinced  said  estate  held  against  hinu  There  is 
nothing  in  the  letter  from  which  it  can,  with  any  show  of 
reason,  be  implied  that  the  defendant  admitted  the  validity 
of  or  promised  to  pay  the  claim  sued  upon,  or  any  part 
thereof.  As  we  have  seen  and  as  is  obvious,  the  letter  neither 
in  terms  nor  by  reasonable  implication  refers  to  the  specific 
claim  upon  which  the  action  is  brought.  The  language  of 
the  letter  constitutes  neither  an  express  promise  nor  an  ac- 
knowledgment from  which  the  law  could  imply  a  promise. 
It  is  a  vague,  indeterminate  and  conditional  declaration 
that  if  the  estate  has  any  valid  claim  against  the  defendant, 
he  **will  pay  it,  if  I  ever  get  money  enough  to  do  so.''  The 
letter  in  question  does  not,  in  fact,  contain  an  acknowledgment 
from  which  even  a  conditional  promise  to  pay  the  specific 
debt  declared  upon  could  be  implied.  But  if  the  letter  could 
be  so  construed,  such  conditional  promise  is  not  the  promise 
pleaded.  ''In  an  action  brought  upon  one  promise  a  plaintiff 
cannot  recover  upon  proof  of  another."  {Curtis  v.  City  of 
Sacramento,  70  Cal.  416,  [11  Pac.  748] ;  Rodgers  v.  Byers, 
127  Cal.  531y  [60  Pac.  42],  and  cases  therein  cited.) 
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There  is  no  merit  in  the  point  that  the  claim  filed  by  the 
defendant  against  the  estate  of  the  deceased  after  the  ap- 
pointment and  qualification  of  the  administrator  carries  with 
it  an  acknowledgment  of  the  old  debt.  The  claim  consists 
of  an  itemized  statement  of  expenditures  made  by  the  de- 
fendant for  and  on  account  of  the  deceased  in  his  lifetime 
and  a  balance  due  defendant  of  $209.84  after  deducting  the 
sum  of  $684.35  in  favor  of  the  deceased  from  the  total  amount 
of  $894.19,  claimed  to  have  been  so  expended  for  deceased 
by  the  defendant.  The  claim  does  not,  it  is  readily  seen, 
acknowledge  any  indebtedness  to  the  deceased  or  the  estate, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  negatives  such  inference,  and  would  not, 
of  course,  have  been  filed  but  for  the  claim  of  the  defendant 
that  the  estate  was  indebted  to  him  and  not  he  to  the  estate. 

Complaint  is  made  that  the  court  erred  in  a  number  of 
rulings  upon  the  admissibility  of  evidence  to  the  prejudice 
of  appellant's  rights.  We  have  examined  the  record  with 
care,  and  have  found  no  errors  prejudicial  to  appellant,  either 
in  the  rulings  or  the  findings  of  the  court.  The  evidence, 
as  previously  stated,  fully  supports  the  findings,  and  from 
every  standpoint  from  which  the  record  may  be  viewed,  we 
think  the  judgment  is  in  perfect  harmony  with  the  facts  and 
the  law. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  will,  therefore,  be  affirmed. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  June  20,  1907,  and  the  following 
opinion  was  then  rendered  thereon: 

HART,  J. — ^It  is  conceived  proper,  in  denying  the  petition 
for  a  rehearing  herein,  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  in  the 
main  opinion  that,  from  our  original  examination  of  the  record 
in  this  cause  we  felt  justified  in  concluding  that  the  trust 
theory  of  the  complaint  was  adopted  for  no  other  reason  than 
to  obstruct  the  successful  interposition  of  the  statute  of  limita^ 
tions  against  plaintiff's  right  of  action.  We  concluded,  from 
what  we  conceived  to  be  a  painstaking  examination  and  care- 
ful analysis  of  the  complaint,  that  the  facts  pleaded,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  general  averments  amounting  to  mere  con- 
clusions of  the  pleader,  failed  to  show  the  transaction  between 
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the  deceased  and  the  defendant  to  have  been  of  a  fiduciary 
nature.  The  evidence,  as  disclosed  by  the  record,  fully  sus- 
tains this  conclusion.  We  were  convinced  that  the  relations, 
if,  indeed,  any  at  all  existed  at  the  time  of  Yisher's  death, 
between  liie  defendant  and  the  deceased,  were  merely  those 
of  ordinary  debtor  and  creditor,  bearing  none  of  the  essential 
characteristics  of  a  trusty  except  the  bare  fact,  as  alleged, 
of  the  possession  of  money  belonging  to  the  deceased  by  the 
defendant.  Under  this  view  of  the  record,  the  evidence,  we 
think,  irref ragably  established  a  bar  to  the  action  under  the 
terms  of  section  337  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Upon 
the  theory  that  the  action  was  for  money  had  and  received 
upon  a  stated  account,  any  evidence  relevantly  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  the  alleged  bar  was  admissible.  Of  equal 
soundness  is  the  proposition  that  the  moment  the  court  finds, 
upon  sufficient  evidence,  that  the  claim  that  an  action  is  barred 
by  the  statute  is  sustained,  and  that  such  special  plea  is,  there> 
fore,  well  taken,  any  evidence  that  might  have  been  offered 
and  received  in  response  to  the  issues  upon  the  merits  of  the 
case,  such  evidence  having  no  bearing  whatever  upon  the 
special  plea  in  bar,  is,  whether  improperly  admitted  or  not, 
of  no  consequence,  and  errors  in  the  rulings  of  the  trial 
court  in  admitting  or  rejecting  evidence  so  confined  to  the 
merits  are  without  significance  or  prejudice  to  any  rights 
of  the  plaintiff  or  party  against  whom  such  rulings  are  made. 
But  counsel  argues  in  his  petition  that  the  errors  of  the  trial 
oourt  in  the  admission  and  rejection  of  evidence  ''become  the 
more  apparent"  if,  as  we  have  held,  the  action  is  on  an  ac- 
count stated,  and  adds:  **We  have  already  pointed  out  in 
the  petition  that  where  an  account  is  stated  between  the 
parties  thereto,  it  cannot  be  disputed,  questioned,  modified 
or  changed  except  for  mistake  or  fraud,  which  must  be  set 
up  in  the  pleadings.*'  This  contention  goes  to  the  merits  of 
the  case,  and,  as  we  have  suggested,  has  no  force  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  evidence  bearing  upon  the  special  plea  in 
bar.  It  is  only  the  statement  of  a  cardinal  rule  of  evidence 
to  say  that  any  competent  proof  was  admissible  which  would 
show  or  tend  to  show  that  the  debt  declared  upon  was  created 
at  such  point  of  time  with  reference  to  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit  as  would  bar  a  right  of  action  thereon. 
And  the  defendant,  if  he  so  elected,  could  entirely  ignore 
the  issues  involving  the  merits  of  the  case  and  rely  solely 
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upon  his  special  plea  in  bar.  The  record  in  this  case  discloses 
no  errors  in  the  rulings  of  the  court  admitting  evidence  di- 
rected to  the  issue  tendered  by  the  special  plea. 

The  point  made  by  appellant  in  his  original  argument,  and 
Tigorously  renewed  in  his  petition,  that  the  filing  by  the  de- 
fendant against  the  estate  of  a  claim,  showing  that  at  one 
time  defendant  was  indebted  to  the  deceased,  but  that  through 
disbursements  of  certain  moneys  for  and  on  behalf  of  de- 
ceased by  the  defendant  the  latter  became  a  creditor  rather 
than  a  debtor  of  the  deceased,  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
debt,  and  restores  to  plaintiff  a  right  of  action  for  the  same, 
18,  we  think,  without  merit,  and  so  plainly  did  it  so  appear 
to  us  in  our  original  investigation  of  the  record  that  we  did 
not  feel  called  upon  to  give  it  extended  notice  in  the  main 
opinion.  Counsel,  however,  seems  to  give  the  question  such 
serious  consideration  in  his  petition  for  a  rehearing  that  we 
feel  justified  in  giving  it,  briefly,  further  attention.  The 
argument  is  that  the  items  set  forth  in  the  daim  and  which 
show  money  to  have  been  paid  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  de- 
ceased by  the  defendant,  and  which  were  so  set  out  in  said 
claim  as  a  setoff  to  any  amount  which  might  at  one  time 
have  been  due  deceased,  cannot  be  considered,  because  they 
had  not  been  presented,  as  required  by  law,  to  the  admin- 
istrator of  the  estate  of  said  deceased  for  allowance  and  pay- 
ment; that  ''such  claims  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  any 
action,  or  paid  until  they  have  been  thus  presented,  and  either 
allowed  or  disallowed";  that,  therefore,  tiie  admission  in  said 
claim  of  the  original  indebtedness  to  the  deceased  constitutes 
an  acknowledgment  from  which  the  law  will  imply  a  promise 
to  pay  the  debt;  hence  the  right  of  recovery  thereon  in  the 
plaintiff  is  revived.  The  view,  briefly  expressed,  as  to  this 
point  in  the  original  opinion,  was  that  there  could  be  no  such 
acknowledgment  of  an  ''outlawed"  debt  as  would  restore  a 
lost  right  of  action  thereon,  where  a  party  files  or  submits 
in  writing  against  another  a  claim,  as  to  which  an  action 
could  not  be  maintained  for  any  legal  reason,  said  claim 
showing  a  mutual  account,  according  to  which  it  appears  that 
at  one  time  the  claimant  was  indebted  to  the  party  against 
whom  it  is  presented,  but  that  the  latter,  at  the  time  of  the 
filing  or  submission  of  such  claim,  is  indebted  to  the  claimant. 
How  can  such  a  claim  be  construed  to  be  an  acknowledgment 
of  an  old  debt  when  the  defendant  by  the  very  nature  of 
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said  claim  in  effect  says:  '' Instead  of  being  indebted  to  the 
plaintiff  the  latter  is  indebted  to  me"T  It  must,  of  course, 
be  clear  to  the  most  obtuse  understanding  that  by  filing  the 
claim  it  was  the  intention  of  the  defendant  to  convey  the 
notion  that  the  plaintiff's  intestate  was  indebted  to  him  and 
not  he  to  the  estate.  There  is  but  one  sensible  interpretation 
of  the  language  of  the  claim  filed  against  the  estate  by  the 
defendant,  and  that  is  that  the  defendant  not  only  claims, 
but  in  substance  declares,  that  he  is  in  no  way  indebted  to 
said  estate  in  any  sum  or  amount  whatsoever.  The  contention 
that  the  items  in  said  claim  purporting  to  have  been  ex- 
pended for  the  benefit  of  deceased  by  defendant  are  barred, 
or  constitute  an  otherwise  illegal  demand  upon  the  estate, 
cannot  affect  the  determination  of  the  question  we  are  con- 
sidering. Let  it  be  granted  that  those  items  are  barred  and 
that  the  defendant  could  not  maintain  an  action  upon  them. 
The  decision  of  the  question  here  can  in  no  manner  or  degree 
be  influenced  by  that  fact.  The  sole  question  is  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  language  of  the  claim  so  filed.  Does  it  admit 
an  old  or  any  indebtedness,  or  does  it  deny  it!  It  seems  to 
us  that  there  can  be  no  two  sides  to  the  question.  A  declara- 
tion in  writing  in  whatever  form  of  language  it  may  be  made 
cannot  revive  a  right  of  action  once  barred,  unless  it  involves 
an  express  promise  to  pay  the  debt,  or  an  acknowledgment 
from  which  the  law  will  imply  a  promise.  And,  as  we  have 
seen  from  an  examination  of  the  authorities  cited  in  the  main 
opinion,  such  acknowledgment  must  be  clear,  distinct  and 
direct — ^not  vague,  indeterminate  and  uncertain.  It  will  not 
be  contended  that  the  claim  contains  language  expressly 
promising  to  pay  the  debt,  to  recover  which  the  suit  is  brought, 
and,  as  previously  suggested,  the  very  nature  of  the  document 
itself — the  very  intrinsic  character  of  it,  in  purpose  and 
effect— completely  negatives  the  idea  of  an  admission  of  any 
acknowledgment  of  an  indebtedness  to  the  deceased  or  his 
estate  by  the  defendant. 
The  petition  for  a  rehearing  is  denied. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  July  18,  1U07. 
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[Crim.    No.  84.    First  Appellate  District— Maj  24,  1007.] 
Ex  Parte  WALTER  SWEETMAN,  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

Bebxxlkt  Ghabteb— Pbovision  Authorizing  Pbnaltt  iob  Illbgal 
Saub  ov  liiQTTOBs — GoNiUGT  WITH  PxNAL  CoDK. — ^The  Charter  of 
the  town  of  Berkelej,  having  been  adopted  prior  to  the  amendment 
of  1896  to  the  constitution,  was  subject  to  general  laws;  and  the  trus 
tees  had  no  power  thereunder  to  pass  an  ordinance  afiSzing  a  penalty 
for  the  sale  of  liquors  without  a  license  in  conflict  with  the  Penal 
Code,  and  the  original  invalidity  of  such  power  waa  not  affected  by 
that  amendment. 

Id. — ^VoiD  PxNAi/TT  Undeb  Oroinanob— CoNvionoN  Undbb  Pbnal 
OOBB. — ^A  conviction  in  the  justice's  court  of  the  town  of 
Berkelej  of  a  misdemeanor  for  the  sale  of  liquor  without  a  license, 
as  required  by  an  ordinance  of  the  town,  containing  a  void  pennJ 
clause,  is  valid  under  the  Penal  Code,  and  the  higher  penalty  af- 
flzed  therein  maj  be  imposed. 

PETITION  for  discharge  upon  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
under  a  judgment  imposed  in  the  justice's  court  of  Berkeley, 
Alameda  County. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Brewton  A*  Hayne,  and  Roland  C.  Becsey,  for  Petitioner. 

Redmond  C.  Staats,  for  Respondent. 

HALL,  J. — ^Petitioner  asks  to  be  discharged  from  custody 
under  a  judgment  rendered  by  the  justice  court  of  the  town 
of  Berkeley,  upon  his  conviction  of  a  misdemeanor  for  main- 
taining a  place  where  alcoholic  liquors  were  sold,  without  hav- 
ing a  license  therefor  as  required  by  the  ordinance  of  the  town 
of  Berkeley. 

The  judgment  imposes  a  fine  of  $500  upon  petitioner,  with 
the  usual  alternative  of  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months 
in  default  of  payment. 

It  is  insisted  by  petitioner  that  both  the  charter  of  the  town 

of  Berkel^  and  the  ordinance  under  which  petitioner  was 

prosecuted  limit  the  fine  that  may  be  imposed  to  the  sum  of 

$300,  and  that  therefore  the  judgment^  being  for  a  greater 

ft  OaL  App.— 37 
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sum,  is  void.  On  the  other  hand,  respondent  insists  that  the 
offense  committed  by  petitioner  is  made  punishable  by  the 
general  law  of  the  state,  to  wit,  sections  19  and  435  of  the 
Penal  Code,  and  that  said  sections  are  controlling,  and  as 
the  judgment  is  in  terms  authorized  by  said  sections  it  is 
valid. 

No  point  is  made  by  petitioner  that  the  complaint  does  not 
charge  petitioner  with  carrying  on  a  business  without  having 
a  license  therefor,  or  that  the  ordinance  does  not  require  a 
person  conducting  such  business  to  have  a  license  therefor. 
We  have,  therefore,  not  critically  examined  the  ordinance  or 
the  complaint  in  this  respect.  (But  see  Ex  parte  Mansfield, 
106  Cal.  400,  [89  Pac.  775].) 

The  charter  of  the  town  of  Berkeley  is  a  **Preeholdrs" 
Charter  adopted  in  1895,  and  therefore  antedates  the  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  1896,  relieving  provisions  of  such 
charters  in  '* municipal  affairs"  from  the  control  of  general 
laws. 

The  charter  of  the  town  of  Berkeley  provides  as  follows: 
"Sec.  50.  The  Board  of  Trustees  shall  have  power:  1.  .  •  . 
5.  To  license  for  purposes  of  regulation  and  revenue  all  and 
every  kind  of  business  not  prohibited  by  law  to  be  transacted 
or  carried  on  in  said  town,  and  all  shows,  exhibitions  and  law- 
ful games  carried  on  therein ;  to  fix  the  rates  of  license  upon 
the  same,  and  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  same  by  suit 
or  otherwise.  .  .  . 

**21.  To  impose  fines,  penalties  and  forfeitures  for  any  and 
all  violations  of  ordinances,  and  for  breach  or  violation  of 
any  ordinance,  to  fix  the  penalty  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  or 
both,  but  no  such  fine  shall  exceed  three  hundred  dollars,  or 
such  imprisonment  exceed  three  months.  .  .  . 

"24.  To  do  and  perform  any  and  all  other  acts  and  things 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  Char- 
ter, and  to  enact  and  enforce  within  the  limits  of  the  Town 
all  other  local,  police  and  other  regulations  as  do  not  conflict 
with  the  general  laws.'' 

The  penal  clause  of  the  ordinance  violated  by  petitioner 
conforms  to  subdivision  21  of  section  50,  and  provides  for  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  $50,  nor  more  than  $300,  or  imprison- 
ment of  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more  than  ninety  days, 
or  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 
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At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  charter  of  the  town  of 
Berkeley,  and  ever  since  such  time,  the  general  law  of  the 
state  made  it  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  not  exceed- 
ing $500,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both, 
for  any  person  to  commence  or  carry  on  any  business,  trade, 
profession  or  calling,  for  the  transaction  or  carrying  on  of 
which  a  license  is  required  by  any  law  of  this  state,  without 
taking  out  or  procuring  the  license  prescribed  by  such  law. 
(Pen.  Code,  sees.  19,  435.)  And  municipal  ordinances  are 
laws  of  this  state  within  the  meaning  of  section  435  of  the 
Penal  Code.  {In  re  Lawrence,  69  Gal.  611,  [11  Pac.  217] ; 
Ex  parte  Chrisiensen,  85  Cal.  208,  [24  Pac.  747].) 

The  language  of  subdivision  21  of  section  50  of  the  Berkeley 
eharter  ia  broad  enough,  standing  alone,  to  authorize  the  town 
trustees  to  prescribe  tiiat  for  carrying  on  a  business  for  which 
a  license  is  required,  without  first  obtaining  such  license,  a 
fine  not  exceeding  $300,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three 
months,  shall  be  imposed.  That  a  municipal  ordinance  that 
should  prescribe  that  for  a  given  offense  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$300  may  be  imposed  is  contrary  to  a  general  law  providing 
that  for  the  same  offense  a  fine  not  exceeding  $500  may  be 
imposed,  seems  to  us  too  clear  for  serious  argument.  Indeed, 
it  has  been  held  in  this  state  that  a  conflict  exists  where  an 
ordinance  provides  a  penalty  for  the  same  acts  that  are  punish* 
able  under  the  general  law,  and  that  the  penal  clause  of  such 
an  ordinance  is  void.  (In  re  Sic,  73  Cal.  142,  [14  Pac.  405] ; 
Ex  parte  Mansfield,  106  Cal.  400,  [39  Pac.  775] ;  Ex  parte 
Stephen,  114  Cal.  278,  [46  Pac.  86].) 

In  Ex  parte  Mansfield,  106  Cal.  400,  [39  Pac.  775],  the 
penal  clause  of  a  license  ordinance  prescribed  a  fine  of  not 
less  than  $150,  and  not  more  than  $500,  for  carrying  on  the 
business  of  selling  liquor  without  procuring  a  license  there- 
for; and  it  was  held  that  such  penal  clause  conflicted  with 
section  435  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  was  for  that  reason  void, 
but  that  the  judgment  in  the  case  was  valid  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Penal  Code. 

In  Ex  parte  Stephen,  114  Cal,  278,  [46  Pac.  86],  the  or- 
dinance provided  that  anyone  canying  on  the  liquor  busi- 
ness without  first  procuring  a  license  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by  fine  of  not  less  than  $50 
nor  more  than  $200,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
una  hundred  days.    The  petitioner  was  fined  $250  with  the 
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usual  alternative  of  imprisonment.  It  was  held  that  the  judg- 
ment was  good  under  sections  19  and  435  of  the  Penal  Code, 
and  that  the  penal  clause  of  the  ordinance  was  void.  The 
court  said:  ''For  that  portion  of  section  1  prescribing  the 
punishment  must  be  held  void  as  in  contravention  of  the 
general  law  of  the  State.  It  undertakes  to  punish  the  same 
act — eanying  on  a  business  without  having  a  license  there- 
for—which is  punishable  under  section  435  of  the  Penal 
Code." 

If  an  ordinance  that  attempts  to  fix  the  penalty  for  eany- 
ing on  a  business,  for  which  a  license  is  required,  is  to  that 
extent  in  conflict  with  sections  19  and  435  of  the  Penal  Code, 
and  therefore  to  that  extent  void,  it  seems  to  us  clear  that 
any  provision  of  a  municipal  charter,  which  authorizes  the 
municipality  to  fix  the  penalty  for  carrying  on  such  business 
without  a  license  therefor,  conflicts  with  the  same  sections, 
and  for  that  reason,  if  adopted  prior  to  the  amendment  to 
the  constitution  of  1896,  void  at  the  time  of  its  adoption. 

The  language  of  subdivision  21  of  section  50  of  the  Berkeley 
charter  must  be  limited  in  its  effect  to  giving  to  the  board  of 
trustees  power  to  fix  penalties  for  such  violation  of  ordinances 
as  are  not  covered  by  the  general  law  of  the  state.  So  far  as 
the  said  section  attempts  to  authorize  the  board  of  trustees 
to  fix  any  penalty  for  carrying  on  a  business  without  pro- 
curing a  license  therefor,  it  was  at  the  time  of  its  adoption 
in  conflict  with  sections  19  and  435  of  the  Penal  Code,  and 
therefore  to  that  extent  void.  (Ex  parte  Sic,  73  CaL  142, 
[14  Pac.  405] ;  Ex  parte  Mansfield,  106  Cal.  400,  [39  Pac 
775] ;  Ex  parte  Stephen,  114  Cal.  278,  [46  Pac.  86].) 

So  far  as  a  charter  was  void  at  the  time  of  its  adoption  it  is 
still  void,  notwithstanding  the  amendment  to  the  constitution 
of  1896.  This  principle  is  established  by  SanoM  v.  Smith, 
133  Cal.  102,  [65  Pac  309]. 

It  thus  follows  from  what  we  have  said  that  there  is  not 
now,  and  never  has  been,  any  authority  in  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  the  town  of  Berkeley  to  fix  a  penalty  for  carrying  on 
a  business  without  procuring  a  license  therefor.  Under  sub- 
division 5  of  section  50  of  the  charter  of  Berkel^  the  trus- 
tees may  require  a  license  to  be  paid  for  the  carrying  on  of 
any  lawful  business,  but  when  it  has  done  that  tiie  general 
law  of  the  state  (Pen.  Code,  sees.  19  and  435)  makes  the 
earrying  on  such  business  without  procuring  sudh  license  a 
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misdemeanor,  and  fixes  the  penalty  therefor.  The  fact  that 
the  ordinance  in  this  case  was  passed  subsequent  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  1896  makes  no 
difference.  The  validity  of  the  ordinance  depends  upon  the 
power  of  the  board  of  trustees,  which,  as  we  have  seen,  does 
not  exist  to  fix  any  penalty  for  the  offense  provided  for  by 
sections  19  and  435  of  the  Penal  Code. 

The  judgment  against  the  petitioner  is  valid  under  sec- 
tions 19  and  435  of  the  Penal  Code,  and  he  must  be  remanded 
to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  Alameda  county,  and  it  is  so 
ordered. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[Chr.    No.  825.    Beeond  Appellate  District— May  24,  1907.] 

CHARLES  Z.  S.  TOWNSEND,  Respondent,  v.  PHILIP  8. 
DRIVER  et  al.,  Defendants.  SAN  DIEGO  REALTY 
COMPANY  et  al.,  Interveners,  Appellants. 

Action  to  Quiet  Titus — Intervention — Tetlb  Claimed  ft  Intebvk- 
NKBS — Effect  or  Order. — An  action  to  quiet  title  is  one  for  the 
recovery  of  real  property;  and  an  order  of  the  raperior  eonrt 
granting  leave  to  interveners,  who  claim  title  against  the  plaintiff 
to  intervene,  determined  tliat  the  interveners  had  an  interest  in 
the  matter  in  litigation. 

ID^ — ^BiOHTs  or  Interveners — Procedure  and  Behxdiks  of  Bstind- 
ANTS. — ^Under  section  387  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procednrey  sneh 
interveners  were  entitled  as  parties  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the 
procedure  and  remedies  to  which  the  defendants  were  entitled  for 
tiie  purpose  of  defeating  the  action  or  resisting  the  plaintiff's 

DUi^-Advsrsb  Intkbest— Position  ov  Inoxbveners.— Where  the  interve- 
ners claimed  the  exclusive  title  and  served  their  complaint  in  in- 
tervention upon  ell  parties,  their  claim  to  the  subject  matter  is 
an  interest  adverse  both  to  the  plaintiff  and  to  defendants;  but 
as  against  the  plaintiff,  they  occupy  under  the  law  the  position  of 
plaintiffs  In  intervention  uniting  with  defendants  in  the  cause  in 
resisting  the  demands  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  cause. 

iDb— -iNAonoN  or  Dxfaultino  Defendants — Interveners  not  Preju- 
moED^ — ^The  inaction  of  the  defendants  in  permitting  their  default 
does  not  preclude  the  interveners  from  their  relief. 
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£>• — BRIGHT  or  Plaintiff  to  Dismiss — ^Dismissal  Against  Intesvb- 
NEBS — ^Reubf  Against  Defendants. — Where  it  appears  that  the 
onlj  relief  sought  by  the  interveners  was  that  plaintiff  take  nothing 
and  that  interveners  recover  costs,  the  plaintiff  had  the  right  com- 
pletely to  dismiss  the  action  against  all  of  the  defendants,  and  the 
interveners;  but  where  he  did  not  elect  to  do  so,  he  had  no  right  to 
dismisa  the  action  as  to  the  interveners  only,  and  then  proceed  to 
take  the  relief  sought  against  the  other  defendants,  without  dispos- 
ing of  the  issues  raised  by  the  complaints  in  intervention,  where  the 
order  allowing  the  intervention  had  not  been  set  aside. 

Id. — Ebbonsous  Befusal  to  Vacate  Judgment. — ^Where  the  partial 
dismissal  against  the  interveners  was  by  action  of  the  plaintiff  only, 
and  not  by  order  of  the  eourt,  the  court  erred  in  refusing  an  appli- 
eation  of  the  interveners  to  set  aside  the  judgment  against  the 
defendants,  because  notice  of  the  hearing  was  not  served  upon  the 
interveners  nor  waived  by  them. 

m.— Becital  in  Judgment — ^Dismissal  bt  Plaintiff — Obdeb  of 
CouBT  NOT  Pbesumed. — ^Where  the  judgment  entered  recited  that 
the  action  aa  to  the  interveners  was  dismissed  by  plaintiff,  and 
does  not  purport  to  make  any  order  or  direction  upon  the  part  of 
the  court,  the  doctrine  of  intendment  in  favor  of  the  judgment 
cannot  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  presuming  that  done  by  the 
court  which  it  expressly  declares  to  have  been  done  l^  the  plain- 
tiff. 

Dl^LllCITED  POWEB  OF  COUBT  A8  TO  DISMISSAL — ^TBIAL  UPON  MXBITS. — 

The  court  has  no  other  power  of  dismissal,  either  aa  an  entirety 
or  aa  against  parties,  except  aa  authorized  by  section  681  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  In  all  other  cases  the  action  must  be 
tried  upon  its  merits.  An  order  dismissing  the  action  aa  to  the 
interveners  would  be  unauthorized. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Diego  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  N. 
H.  Gonklin,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Collier,  Smith  &  Hoff,  for  Interveners,  Appellants. 

Mills  &  Hizar,  for  Respondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  quieting  title 
and  from  an  order  denying  motion  to  vacate  such  judgment. 

Plaintiff  filed  his  complaint  under  section  738,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  adverse 
elaims  to  eertain  described  real  estate.    To  this  complaint  ap- 
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pellants  were  not  made  parties,  but  the  court  by  its  order, 
good  cause  appearing,  granted  appellants  leave  to  intervene, 
which  they  did  by  filing  their  several  complaints  in  inter- 
vention, denying  plaintiff's  ownership  of  the  premises,  or 
that  he  was  in  possession  or  entitled  to  possession  thereof ;  and 
each  complaint  in  intervention  alleging  further  that  inter- 
veners were  the  owners  and  entitled  to  possession  of  specified 
portions  of  the  lands  described  in  the  complaint.  Thereupon 
the  attorneys  for  plaintiff  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  a  written 
direction  to  the  clerk  to  enter  a  dismissal  of  the  action  as  to 
certain  named  defendants,  in  which  appears  the  names  of 
interveners.  Afterward,  and  without  notice  of  any  char- 
acter to  interveners,  the  court  ordered  the  default  of  certain 
defendants  not  included  in  the  order  of  dismissal  to  be  en- 
tered and  gave  judgment  against  such  defendants,  wherein 
the  court  decreed  that  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  in  pos- 
session, and  entitled  to  the  possession,  of  all  the  premises  in 
the  complaint  described  and  quieted  plaintiff's  title  therein; 
in  which  judgment  it  is  recited  that  plaintiff,  appearing  by 
his  attorneys,  dismissed  as  to  defendants  (naming  those  men- 
tioned in  the  direction  to  the  clerk).  But  in  neither  the  or- 
der to  the  clerk  nor  the  judgment  are  interveners  designated 
as  such;  nor  does  it  appear  that  any  order  was  made  by  the 
court  vacating  its  order  granting  leave  to  intervene,  unless 
the  recital  in  the  judgment  of  the  action  of  the  attorneys  be 
construed  as  such  order. 

Interveners,  within  due  time,  moved  the  court  to  vacate 
and  set  aside  its  judgment,  because  no  notice  of  the  trial  of 
the  action  was  given  interveners  or  their  attorneys,  which 
motion  was  denied  and  said  judgment  duly  entered  in  the 
judgment-book;  from  which  judgment,  and  from  the  order 
refusing  to  vacate  the  same,  appellants  duly  appeal  upon  a 
bill  of  exceptions. 

The  action  to  quiet  title  is  one  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property.  (South  Tule  etc.  Ditch  Co.  v.  King,  144  Cal.  455, 
[77  Pac.  1032].)  The  real  property  so  sought  to  be  recov- 
ered is,  therefore,  the  subject  matter  of  such  action.  The 
order  of  the  superior  court  granting  leave  to  intervene  de- 
termined that  interveners  had  an  interest  in  the  matter  in 
litigation,  and  under  section  387,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
were  entitled  as  parties  to  avail  themselves  of  all  of  the 
procedure  and  remedies  to  which  the  defendants  were  entitled 
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for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  action  or  resisting  plaintiff's 
claim.  (People  v.  Perris  Irr.  Dist.,  182  CaL  290,  [64  Pac 
399,  773].) 

It  appears  from  the  bill  of  exceptions  that  interveners 
served  and  filed  their  complaints,  setting  forth  the  grounds 
upon  which  their  intervention  rested,  due  service  of  which 
is  certified  in  the  bill,  which  must  be  accepted  as  service  upon 
all  parties  to  the  action,  as  required  by  section  387,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  and  the  claim  to  the  subject  matter  is 
an  interest  adverse  to  both  plaintiff  and  defendants.  The 
only  relief  sought,  however,  by  these  complaints  in  inter- 
vention was  that  plaintiff  take  nothing  and  that  interveners 
recover  costs.  Under  the  law,  their  position  was  thereafter 
that  of  ''plaintiff  in  intervention,  uniting  with  the  defend- 
ant in  the  cause  in  resisting  the  demands  of  plaintiff  in  the 
cause.*'  (8t  Charles  B.  B.  Co.  v.  Fidelity  etc.  Co.,  109  La. 
491,  [33  South.  574].)  The  inaction  of  the  defendants  in 
permitting  their  default  does  not  preclude  intervener  from 
his  relief.  (People  v.  Ferris  Irr.  Dist.,  132  Cal.  290,  [64 
Pac.  399,  773].)  That  plaintiff  in  such  action  may  dismiss 
the  same,  where  the  relief  sought  by  interveners  is  only  ''that 
plaintiff  take  nothing,"  is  determined  in  Henry  v.  Vine- 
land  Irr.  Dist.,  140  CaL  377,  [73  Pac.  1061] ;  the  reason 
assigned  is  that  "by. a  complete  dismissal  of  the  action  plain- 
tiff has  consented  to  take  nothing  and  thereby  the  ends  of 
the  intervention  are  accomplished.''  But  in  this  case  plain- 
tiff does  not  so  elect,  but  seeks  to  maintain  his  action  against 
certain  defendants  and  proceeds  to  judgment  against  them, 
and  by  such  judgment  takes  the  relief  sought.  After  the 
court  has  determined  by  its  order  that  a  party  has  an  inter- 
est in  the  subject  matter  of  a  suit  and  should  be  permitted 
to  litigate  such  interest  therein,  it  is  not  within  the  power 
of  the  plaintiff,  either  under  the  provisions  of  section  581, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  or  otherwise,  to  annul  such  order 
of  the  court  by  dismissing  the  action  as  to  such  parties,  and 
unless  the  court  vacates  the  order  permitting  intervention,  the 
plaintiff,  so  long  as  he  seeks  relief  under  the  action,  must 
meet  such  issues  raised  by  the  complaints  in  intervention. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  record  to  justify  the  conclusion  that 
the  court  vacated  its  original  order  permitting  intervention. 
The  dismissal  was  directed  by  the  plaintiff,  and  the  judg- 
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ment  only  purports  to  recite  such  action  on  the  plaintiff's 
part  and  does  not  purport  to  make  any  order  or  direction 
upon  the  part  of  the  court.  The  doctrine  of  intendment  in 
favor  of  a  judgment  cannot  be  carried  to  the  extent  of  pre- 
suming that  done  by  the  court  which  it  directly  declares  to 
have  been  done  by  a  party  to  the  action.  Nor  could  the 
court,  imder  our  practice,  dismiss  an  action,  either  as  an  en- 
tirety or  as  against  parties,  except  as  authorized  by  section 
581  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  Any  judgment  of  the 
court  not  authorized  by  that  section  must  be  upon  merits. 
(Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  582.)  Hence,  were  we  to  construe 
the  language  of  the  recital  in  the  judgment  as  an  attempt 
upon  the  part  of  the  court  to  order  a  dismissal  as  to  the 
interveners  it  would  be  unauthorized.  There  is  nothing  in 
Alpers  V.  Bliss,  145  Cal.  571,  [79  Pac.  171],  establishing  a 
different  proposition.  Interveners  then  being  parties  by  au- 
thority and  the  action  still  pending,  and  no  order  of  the  court 
being  entered  vacating  the  former  ex  parte  order  permitting 
intervention,  and  the  issues  of  fact  tendered  by  the  complaints 
in  intervention  being  still  undetermined,  the  court  could  not 
hear  and  determine  such  issues  in  the  absence  of  the  adverse 
parties  without  the  five  days'  notice  prescribed  by  section  594, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  unless  such  notice  was  waived  by 
the  interveners  directly,  or  some  act  amounting  to  a  waiver 
is  made  to  appear.  There  is  nothing  in  the  record  indicating 
notice  or  waiver  thereof  upon  the  part  of  the  interveners. 

The  court  erred  in  refusing  to  vacate  said  judgment  so 
rendered,  and  in  entering  a  judgment  granting  the  relief 
to  plaintiff  before  the  issues  of  fact  were  heard  and  deter- 
mined. 

It  is  ordered  that  the  order  refusing  to  vacate  the  judg* 
ment  and  the  judgment  so  entered  be  reversed  and  the  cause 
remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart^  J.,  concurred. 
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[GiT.    No.  872.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet— Ifaj  25,  1907.] 

KATE  BEKINS,  Appellant,  v.  MINNIE  DIETERLE  and 
WILLIAM  DIETERLE,  Respondents. 

Appeal  pbok  Past  op  Judgmsnt— Vacation  op  Tempokaby  Injunc- 
tion— Tims  pob  Appeal — Motion  to  Dismiss. — An  appeal  taken 
from  that  part  of  a  final  judgment  therein  it  is  adjudged  ''that 
the  temporarj  injunction  heretofore  issued  herein  to  the  sheriff 
of  the  eoun^  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  vacated,''  is  not  taken 
from  an  order  within  the  meaning  of  section  939  of  the  Ck>de  of 
Civil  Procedure;  and  it  will  not  be  dismissed  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  taken  within  sixty  days. 

MOTION  to  dismiss  an  appeal  from  part  of  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los  Angeles  County.  W.  P.  James^ 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  Marion  Brooks,  and  Henry  E.  Willis,  for  Appellant 

E.  W.  Freeman,  and  A.  D.  Laughlin,  for  Respondent 

SHAW,  J. — ^Motion  to  dismiss  an  appeal  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  judgment  wherein  it  was  adjudged  **that  the 
temporary  injunction  heretofore  issued  herein  to  the  sheriflE 
of  said  county  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  dissolved  and  va- 
cated.*' 

The  appeal  was  not  taken  within  sixty  days  from  the  en- 
try of  this  judgment,  and  upon  this  ground  respondent  in- 
sists that  the  same  should  be  dismissed.  The  judgment  waa 
not  an  order  within  the  meaning  of  section  939  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure,  and  the  motion  to  dismiss  is  denied. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


May,  1907.]  Peoplb  v.  Pono  Chuno.  687 


[Crira.    No.  T4.    Tint  Appellate  District.— May  27,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLB,  Respondent,  v.  PONG  CHUNG,  alias  PAT 
JIM,  Appellant. 

CUMiNAL  Law— Rap»— Tbiai^— OoNTiNUANCB— Absenci  of  Matebul 
'Witness — Insufficient  Admission  by  District  Attorney. — ^Upon 
a  prosecution  for  rape,  it  was  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to 
postpone  the  trial,  on  motion  of  the  defendant,  for  the  absence 
of  a  material  witness,  who  had  been  duly  served  with  subpoena, 
but  who  was  too  ill  to  attend,  and  whose  testimony  set  forth  in 
the  affidavit  would  prove  an  alibi  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  crime^ 
merely  because  of  an  admission  by  the  district  attorney  that  the 
witness  would  testify  to  everything  that  is  material  in  the  affi- 
davit without  admitting  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  therein. 
Such  action  of  the  court  involves  a  denial  of  the  constitutional  right 
of  the  defendant  to  have  the  witness  orally  examined  in  court. 

Id. — Evidence— Venereal  Disease  of  Prosecutrix — ^Absence  of  Dib- 
EASE  OF  Defendant. — ^Upon  the  trial  of  the  prosecution  for  rape, 
it  was  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  permit  the  defendant  to 
prove  that  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offense  the  prosecutrix  waa 
afSicted  with  venereal  chancroids;  that  she  had  had  promiscuous 
intercourse  with  a  great  number  of  other  persons  before  that  time, 
and  that  the  defendant  has  never  in  his  life  had  that  disease. 

Id* — Failure  to  Make  Outcry — Imprisonment  of  Witness. — It  was 
error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  permit  the  defendant  to  prove 
that  the  girl  made  no  outcry,  and  that  she  was  kept  under  im- 
prisonment, and  was  allowed  to  see  no  one  but  the  sheriff  and  his 
deputies,  and  the  district  attorney  and  his  deputies  and  detectives. 
Such  testimony  should  have  been  allowed  as  affecting  the  credibility 
of  the  witness. 

ID. — ^Erbob  in  Allowing  Insui/ting  Cboss-ezamination — ^Facts  Im- 
plied WITHOUT  Proof. — ^It  was  error  to  allow  the  district  attorney 
to  ask  indecent,  improper  and  insulting  questions  on  cross-exami- 
nation of  a  witness  for  defendant  as  to  particular  wrongful  acts, 
tending  to  degrade  his  character,  and  to  create  the  belief  that  de- 
fendant was  in  the  habit  of  seducing  young  girls,  without  any  proof 
thereof.  The  fact  that  the  witness  denied  that  the  facts  involved 
in  the  questions  were  true  did  not  cure  the  error  in  allowing  ques- 
tions in  violation  of  sections  2051,  2065  and  2066  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procednro.  These  proTiaions  apply  alike  to  tho  protection 
•f  att 
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APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Santa 
Clara  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  J. 
R,  Welch,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
John  W.  Sullivan^  for  Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  OeneraL  and  J.  Charles  Jone%  for 
Bespondent 

COOPER,  P.  J.— The  defendant  is  charged  in  the  indict- 
ment with  the  crime  of  rape,  in  having  had  sexual  inter- 
course,  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  1905,  with 
Lillie  Ida  Davis,  an  unmarried  female  under  the  age  of 
sixteen  years. 

After  trial  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty,  and  judg- 
ment was  thereupon  entered,  sentencing  defendant  to  a  term 
of  ten  years  in  the  state  prison. 

The  facts  disclosed  by  this  record  are  revolting.  The  party 
upon  whom  the  rape  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed  was 
just  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  had  an  elder  sister,  Eliza, 
who  was  fifteen.  It  seems,  with  the  apparent  knowledge  and 
consent  of  the  father  and  mother,  that  these  two  young  girls 
were  and  had  been  in  the  habit  of  having  sexual  intercourse 
with  Chinamen  and  other  parties  at  their  home,  in  which  the 
father  and  mother  and  the  smaller  children  of  the  family 
resided.  For  this  they  received  small  sums  of  money  and 
presents.  There  were  six  other  cases  of  alleged  rape  upon 
these  sisters,  charged  to  have  been  committed  by  different  in- 
dividuals, pending  and  set  for  hearing  at  the  time  this  case 
was  called.  Three  of  these  were  apparently  against  China- 
men, and  three  of  them  against  white  men  or  boys.  The 
sisters  were  each  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  While  it 
is  not  clear  that  such  disease  existed  at  the  time  of  the  al- 
leged crime  by  this  defendant,  it  is  clear  that  it  existed,  and 
both  sisters  were  afflicted  with  it  when  examined  a  short 
time  afterward.  The  offense  is  statutory,  and  no  matter  how 
depraved  was  the  girl  upon  whom  the  act  is  alleged  to  have 
been  committed,  nor  how  many  others  were  equally  guilty,  the 
defendant  would  be  held  none  the  less  amenable  to  the  law 
for  his  acts,  if  the  evidence  supported  the  verdict  and  no 
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error  appeared  of  record;  but  as  the  offense  ehai^d  is  one 
that  of  itself  creates  a  feeling  of  prejudice  and  hostility 
in  the  minds  of  the  jury,  particularly  in  the  case  of  a  China- 
man, the  court  will  look  carefully  into  the  record  to  see  that 
all  the  substantial  rights  of  the  defendant  were  given  him  by 
the  trial  court 

In  this  class  of  cases,  as  well  as  in  all  others,  a  defendant 
should  be  fully  protected  during  the  trial  in  all  his  rights, 
and  if  he  cannot  thus  be  convicted,  he  should  not  be  con- 
victed at  alL 

The  first  contention  made  by  defendant  is  that  the  court 
erred  in  refusing  to  postpone  the  trial  for  a  reasonable  time 
on  account  of  the  absence  of  a  material  witness,  and  the  con- 
tention must  be  sustained.  When  the  ease  was  called  for 
trial  the  defendant's  counsel  answered  that  he  was  not  ready, 
and  moved  for  a  continuance  on  account  of  the  absence  of 
Charlie  Yan  Tie,  a  material  witness  for  defendant  In  sup- 
port of  the  motion  counsel  for  defendant  offered  and  read 
the  afSdavit  of  defendant,  which  stated  in  substance  that 
Charlie  Yan  Tie  was  a  material  witness,  without  whose  testi- 
mony he  could  not  safely  proceed  to  trial;  that  a  subpoena 
had  been  duly  issued  and  served  upon  the  said  witness  sev- 
eral days  before  the  day  set  for  trial;  that  the  witness  was 
seriously  ill,  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  and  unable  to 
appear  in  court;  that  the  defendant  could  prove  by  said  wit- 
ness, if  present,  and  expected  to  prove  by  him,  that  defend- 
ant was  not  in  the  presence  of  said  Lillie  Ida  Davis  at  the 
time  of  the  commission  of  the  alleged  crime;  that  the  de- 
fendant bought  from  said  witness  two  dress  skirts  and  sold 
the  same  at  a  profit  to  the  two  Davis  sisters,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant's reputation  for  truth,  veracity,  peace  and  quietude 
is  good ;  that  defendant  could  not  prove  the  said  facts  by  any 
other  witness. 

In  support  of  said  motion  defendant's  counsel  testified  that 
before  the  trial,  and  immediately  upon  learning  of  the  ill- 
ness of  the  said  witness,  he  notified  the  district  attorney 
that  the  witness  was  ill,  and  that  defendant  could  not  safely 
go  to  trial  on  the  day  set.  Dr.  Trueman  testified  that 
he  was  attending  the  witness  Charlie  Yan  Tie,  and  that  the 
witness  was  in  bed  very  ill,  with  a  high  fever,  suffering  from 
blood  poisoning,  and  would  not  be  out  of  bed  for  at  least 
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three  weeks,  and  that  it  would  be  dangerous  for  said  witness 
to  attend  court 

Upon  the  above  showing  the  judge  remarked  to  the  district 
attorney  that  in  his  opinion  the  continuance  would  have  to 
be  granted.  The  district  attorney  thereupon  remarked,  "We 
will  concede  that  this  Chinaman  will  testify  to  anything  in 
that  afiSdavit— everything  that  is  material."  Thereupon  the 
court  denied  the  continuance^  and  to  this  ruling  the  defend- 
ant duly  excepted. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  no  question  was  raised  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts  as  stated  in  the  affidavit  The 
ruling  of  the  court  was  based  squarely  upon  the  theory  that 
the  admiEBion  of  the  district  attorney  to  the  effect  that  the 
absent  witness,  if  present,  would  testify  to  anything  in  the 
affidavit,  answered  the  purpose  and  obviated  the  necessity 
of  a  continuance;  that  the  statements  in  the  affidavit  could 
be  taken  in  lieu  of  the  evidence  of  the  witness.  Such  is  not 
the  law.  The  constitution  of  the  state  (article  I,  section  13) 
gives  a  defendant  the  right  to  have  the  process  of  the  court 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  in  his  behalf.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  court,  when  due  diligence  has  been  used,  and  it 
appears  that  the  application  is  made  in  good  faith,  and  the 
evidence  is  material,  to  continue  the  case  for  a  reasonable 
time  so  that  the  case  may  be  fairly  tried  on  its  merits. 

In  the  early  case  of  People  v.  Diaz,  6  Cal.  248,  it  was  held 
that  the  admission  of  the  district  attorney  that  the  witness, 
if  present,  would  have  testified  as  set  forth  in  defendant's 
affidavit,  was  not  sufficient,  but  that  in  order  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  a  continuance,  the  district  attorney  should  have 
admitted  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  affidavit.  The 
court  said:  "The  materiality  of  the  evidence  having  been 
shown,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court,  in  the  absence  of  evi- 
dence  tending  to  discredit  or  throw  suspicion  on  the  applica- 
tion to  postpone  the  cause,  to  afford  the  prisoner  reasonable 
time  to  secure  the  attendance  of  his  witness.  It  was  not  suffi- 
cient that  the  district  attorney  agreed  that  the  witness  would 
have  deposed  to  certain  facts,  if  present;  he  should  have 
admitted  the  truth  of  the  facts  absolutely.  It  was  the  right 
of  the  accused  to  have  his  witnesses  orally  examined  in  court; 
and  this  right  could  not  be  frittered  away  by  compelling  him 
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to  go  to  trial  in  their  absence  without  the  benefit  of  their 
testimony  upon  a  statement  of  what  the  evidence  would  be, 
subject  to  impeachment.  The  value  of  oral  testimony  over 
all  other  is  too  well  understood  to  suppose  for  a  moment  that 
such  declarations  will  have  the  same  weight  on  the  minds 
of  the  jury  as  the  testimony  of  the  witness  if  he  had  been 
examined  before  them  in  open  court/' 

The  above  case  has  never  been  overruled  or  modified  by 
any  case  to  which  our  attention  has  been  called.  It  has  been 
followed  in  Graham  v.  Staie,  50  Ark.  167,  [6  S.  W.  721],  and 
in  Newton  v.  State,  21  Pla.  70.  Its  reasoning  is  logical.  The 
district  attorney  could  not  by  a  concession  as  to  '^this  China- 
man" deprive  the  defendant  of  the  benefit  of  a  substantial 
right.  It  was  the  time  and  the  occasion  when  his  each  and 
every  right  should  have  been  guarded  both  by  the  district 
attorney  and  the  court.  It  was  the  first  continuance  asked. 
There  was  no  question  raised  as  to  the  good  faith  of  the  de- 
fendant in  making  the  application.  If  the  question  as  to  the 
good  faith  of  the  application,  or  the  sufiiciency  of  the  matters 
and  things  stated  in  the  affidavit,  had  been  raised,  and  suffi- 
cient showing  made  so  as  to  appeal  to  the  discretion  of  the 
court,  the  question  would  be  different;  but  here  we  have 
squarely  presented  the  ruling  of  the  court  based  upon  the 
statement  of  the  district  attorney  quoted  above.  The  court 
not  only  proceeded  upon  such  theory,  but  instructed  the  jury 
to  regard  the  statement  in  the  affidavit  as  part  of  the  evidence 
in  the  case,  ^'as  though  Charlie  Yan  Tie  had  in  open  court  as 
a  witness  so  testified." 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution  tended  to  show 
that  the  alleged  act  of  sexual  intercourse  took  place  about  7 
o'clock  of  the  evening  of  September  26,  1905.  Lillie  Ida 
Davis  so  testified.  In  cross-examination  the  defendant's 
counsel  asked  her  the  following  question:  *'Q.  Now,  is  it  not 
a  fact  that  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September  last,  at 
7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  you  had  venereal  and  running  sores 
on  your  private  parts,  in  your  vagina  and  on  the  lips  there- 
of!" The  district  attorney  objected  to  the  question  as  ir- 
relevant, immaterial,  incompetent  and  not  proper  cross-ex- 
amination. The  court  sustained  the  objection,  to  which  rul- 
ing defendant  duly  excepted.  The  ruling  of  the  court  was 
erroneous.    Dr.  McMahon,  a  witness  for  the  prosecution,  tes- 
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tified  that  he  examined  the  girl  in  October,  1905,  and  that  she 
was  then  suffering  from  venereal  disease.  In  fact,  the  evi- 
dence shows  without  contradiction  that  she  had  such  disease 
early  in  October,  1905.  Defendant  testified  that  he  never 
at  any  time  had  sexual  intercourse  with  Lillie  Ida  Davis, 
and  that  he  had  never  had  any  kind  of  venereal  disease  in 
his  life.  Dr.  Cothran,  a  graduate  of  the  medical  department 
of  the  University  of  California,  testified  that  he  examined 
defendant  about  two  weeks  before  the  trial  for  any  evi- 
dence of  any  variety  of  venereal  disease;  that  he  examined 
physically  all  the  parts  affected  in  such  cases,  and  that  de- 
fendant had  never  had  chancroids  (the  disease  from  which 
the  girl  was  suffering).  The  evidence  shows  that  in  most 
cases  a  male  having  sexual  intercourse  with  a  female  suffer- 
ing from  venereal  chancroids  would  contract  the  disease. 
Now,  if  defendant  had  no  venereal  disease,  and  never  had 
chancroids,  it  seems  to  us  that  it  was  very  material  as  to 
whether  or  not  the  girl,  with  whom  he  is  alleged  to  have 
had  sexual  intercourse,  was  suffering  from  venereal  disease 
on  the  day  of  such  alleged  intercourse.  What  reason  was 
there  for  excluding  the  evidence?  The  prosecution  appar- 
ently desired  to  prove  that  in  October,  1905,  the  girl  was 
suffering  from  chancroids.  This  might,  and  was  probably  in- 
tended to,  carry  with  it  the  inference  that  she  contracted  the 
disease  from  the  defendant  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  Sep- 
tember. Defendant  had  the  right  to  meet  this  inference 
by  showing  that  she  had  such  disease  on  the  twenty-sixth 
day  of  September.  He  further  had  the  right  to  prove,  and 
did  prove,  that  he  had  never  had  such  disease.  Upon  all  the 
facts  thus  proven  the  jury  had  the  right  to  determine  the 
guilt  or  innocence  of  defendant.  The  court  refused  to  al- 
low any  evidence  as  to  whether  or  not  the  girl  was  suffering 
from  the  disease  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September.  The 
objection  of  the  district  attorney  was  sustained  to  a  similar 
question  asked  of  Eliza,  the  sister  ef  the  girl.  Eliza  was 
asked  the  direct  question  as  to  whether  or  not  Lillie  had 
chancroids,  or  running  sores,  on  her  private  parts  on  the 
twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  1905,  but  under  the  objec- 
tion of  the  district  attorney  she  was  not  permitted  to  an- 
swer it.  The  mother  of  the  prirl  testified  that  she  had  chan- 
eroids  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  September,  1905;  but  it 
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appearing  on  cross-examination  that  the  mother  only  knew 
it  by  Eliza  telling  her,  the  court,  on  the  motion  of  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  struck  out  the  testimony.  The  rulings  of  the 
court  in  this  regard  were  highly  prejudicial  to  defendant 

Other  rulings  are  complained  of  which  appear  to  be  er- 
roneous, but  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  detaiL 
The  defendant's  attorney  asked  Lillie  Ida  Davis  in  cross- 
examination  if  she  had  had  intercourse  with  anyone  else  in 
the  past  year.  Upon  objection  of  the  district  attorney,  the 
court  refused  to  allow  the  question  to  be  answered.  She  was 
further  asked  by  defendant's  attorney  if  she  had  not  had 
sexual  intercourse  with  a  great  number  of  Chinamen  in  her 
bedroom  at  her  home  during  the  past  year.  The  court  sus- 
tained the  objections  of  the  district  attorney  to  this  line  of 
questions.  The  defendant's  attorney  then  asked  questions  aa 
to  particular  named  Chinamen  and  as  to  dates  prior  to 
September  26,  1905;  but  the  court  made  the  same  ruling 
excluding  the  evidence.  While  the  facts  sought  to  be  elicited 
by  these  questions  would  not  justify  the  defendant  in  hav- 
ing sexual  intercourse  with  a  girl  under  sixteen  years  of 
age  as  a  matter  of  law,  yet  they  were  competent  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  the  jury  in  arriving  at  the  main  facts. 
If  the  fact  that  the  girl  was  suffering  from  a  venereal  dis- 
ease a  short  time  after  the  alleged  act  of  intercourse  was 
a  circumstance  tending  to  corroborate  the  girl's  testimony 
as  to  the  act  with  defendant,  by  raising  an  inference  that 
the  venereal  disease  was  communicated  by  defendant,  the 
defendant,  in  that  spirit  of  fairness  which  should  prevail 
in  all  trials,  should  have  been  permitted  to  show  that  the 
girl  might  have  been  diseased  by  sexual  intercourse  with 
others.  Or  it  might  be  that  defendant  could  have  shown  that 
the  girl  was  mistaken  in  his  identity,  and  that  it  might  have 
been  some  other  Chinaman.  The  evidence  sought  to  be  elic- 
ited by  the  questions  would  have  tended  to  show  the  credi- 
bility of  the  girl.  If  she  had  been  having  promiscuous  sexual 
intercourse  with  Chinamen,  or  if  she  had  been  diseased  by 
sexual  intercourse  with  others  prior  to  the  date  when  it  was 
shown  that  she  had  such  disease,  the  jury  had  the  right  to 
consider  these  matters.  We  do  not  think  the  conviction  of 
the  defendant,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  ease^  was  so 
6  CaL  App.— 38 
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important  that  everything  else  except  the  single  fact  should 
have  been  excluded  from  the  jury.  The  district  attorney 
in  his  zeal  desired  the  case  to  be  presented  to  the  jury  upon 
evidence  as  to  the  one  act  with  defendant,  and  the  corrobo- 
rating fact  of  the  girl  having  a  venereal  disease.  Such  facts 
alone  would  give  him  a  beautiful  theory  as  to  the  defend- 
ant's outrage  upon  an  innocent  girl  of  tender  years,  and  his 
giving  her  a  venereal  disease;  but  the  defendant  had  some 
rights.  If  the  girl  was  suffering  from  a  venereal  disease  on 
September  26th,  and  defendant  never  had  such  disease,  it  is  a 
strong  circumstance  in  favor  of  the  testimony  of  defendant 
If  the  girl  was  entertaining  a  great  number  of  Chinamen 
in  the  same  manner,  it  was  very  important  for  defendant 
to  show  that  she  may  have  been  mistaken  as  to  his  identity. 
It  was  said  in  People  v.  Howard,  143  Cal.  316,  [76  Pac.  1116] 
(a  similar  charge  to  this),  "The  light  of  investigation  should 
have  been  permitted  to  fall  upon  the  witness,  her  statement 
and  her  conduct.  If  she  was  testifying  to  the  truth,  such 
investigation  would  not  have  injured  the  cause  of  the  prose- 
cution. If  she  was  testifying  to  a  falsehood,  the  defendant 
should  have  been  allowed  in  every  reasonable  way  to  show  it" 
In  a  concurring  opinion  by  the  chief  justice  it  was  said 
that  if  the  prosecuting  witness  made  no  outcry  or  complaint  to 
others,  or  if  she  was  induced  by  threats  of  imprisonment  to 
make  the  accusation,  the  jury  had  the  right  to  take  these  facts 
into  consideration  in  determining  her  credibility.  The  court 
in  the  case  at  bar  refused  to  hear  evidence  that  the  witness 
made  no  outcry.  The  defendant's  counsel  endeavored  to 
prove  by  cross-examination  of  the  prosecuting  witness  that 
ever  since  she  was  placed  in  jail,  October  16,  1905,  no  one 
was  permitted  to  see  her  except  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies, 
the  district  attorney  and  his  deputies  and  detectives.  The 
court,  under  the  objection  of  the  district  attorney,  would  not 
allow  the  testimony.  It  seems  to  us  that  such  testimony 
should  have  been  allowed,  and  would  affect  the  credibility 
of  the  witness.  That  a  prosecuting  witness  of  tender  years 
was  in  a  case  like  this  kept  in  the  sole  custody  and  control 
of  the  officers  of  the  law,  and  permitted  to  see  no  one  else, 
is  a  circumstance  that  the  jury  should  have  known.    Every 
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lawyer  and  every  judge  under  such  circumstances  would  at 
once  infer  that  the  witness  was  testifying  under  the  influences 
that  had  been  surrounding  her. 

Sam  Chew  was  called,  and  testified  for  the  defendant 
Under  defendant's  express  objection  and  protest  the  district 
attorney  was  allowed  to  ask  the  witness  many  insulting  and 
immaterial  questions  on  cross-examination.  Among  these  the 
district  attorney  asked  the  witness  if  he  had  not  heard  in 
Chinatown  that  the  defendant  was  taking  little  white  girls 
down  there,  and  was  warned  that  he  would  get  into  trouble 
if  he  continued  it ;  if  he  had  not  heard  that  the  members  of  the 
Hop  Sing  Tong  accused  defendant  of  producing  white  girls 
there ;  if  it  was  not  a  fact  that  witness  was  conducting  a  lot- 
tery on  First  street  back  of  Bachigalupi's  cigar  store;  if 
witness  was  not  selling  lottery  tickets  at  such  place;  if  he 
was  not  running  a  poker  game  at  the  same  place;  if  witness 
was  not  selling  lottery  tickets  and  running  a  poker  game  up 
to  the  time  the  grand  jury  before  last  began  to  investigate 
those  things.  We  can  conceive  of  no  reason  why  such  ques- 
tions should  have  been  allowed.  It  is  true  that  the  witness 
denied  that  any  of  the  matters  were  true  that  were  implied 
by  the  questions,  but  that  does  not  cure  the  error.  The  dis- 
trict attorney  did  not  attempt  to  prove  the  truth  of  any  of  the 
many  things  implied  by  the  questions.  They  may  have  en- 
tirely destroyed  the  effect  of  the  testimony  of  the  witness, 
and,  more  than  that,  they  may  have  created  the  belief  that 
defendant  was  in  the  habit  of  seducing  young  girls.  A  wit- 
ness cannot  be  impeached  by  evidence  of  particular  wrong- 
ful acts  except  it  may  be  shown  that  he  has  been  convicted 
of  a  felony.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  2051.)  A  witness  need 
not  give  an  answer  which  will  have  a  tendency  to  degrade 
his  character,  unless  it  be  to  the  very  fact  in  issue,  or  to  a 
fact  from  which  the  fact  in  issue  would  be  presumed  (Code 
Civ.  Proc,  sec.  2065).  Not  only  this,  but  a  witness  has  the 
right  to  be  protected  from  irrelevant,  improper  or  insulting 
questions  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  2066).  The  above  provisions 
of  the  code  apply  alike  to  all  witnesses ;  whether  the  witness 
be  a  Chinaman,  a  negro,  one  in  the  most  humble  walks  of 
life  or  one  in  high  position,  the  rule  is  the  same. 
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It  is  not  necessary  to  consider  other  questions  raised  in  tht 
brie&. 
The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 

Hall,  J.,  concurred  in  the  judgmenti 


[Grim.    No.  77.    FlzBt  AppeUate  District.— May  27,  1M7.] 
Ex  Parte  J.  P.  MOGENSEN  on  Habeas  Corpus. 

MlTNICEPAL  INOOBPOKATION  AOT— AliBNDlCSMT— TOWNS  OF  BlXTH  OlASS 

— ^Bepbal  of  Cods  Provisions. — ^Bj  the  amendment  of  the  munici- 
pal incorporation  act,  March  9,  1903,  section  8366  of  the  Political 
Ck>de  was  repealed  l^  implication,  as  far  as  regards  towns  of  the 
sixth  class. 

Id. — Municipal  Obdinance — Prohibition  of  Liquob  Tbaffio— Policb 
Power. — Bj  the  re-enactment  of  subdiviBion  10  of  section  862  of 
the  municipal  act  of  1883  in  the  amended  municipal  incorporation 
act  of  1903,  as  respects  towna  of  the  sixth  class,  a  town  of  that 
class  has  police  power  under  section  11  of  article  ZI  of  the  eon* 
stitution  to  pass  a  municipal  ordinance  prohibiting  the  liquor  traffic. 

D>. — ^Habeas  Corpus — SurrioiSNCT  or  Complaint. — ^A  complaint  charg- 
ing conjunctivelj  in  the  language  of  the  ordinance  all  of  the  alter- 
native prohibitions  therein  contained,  as  having  been  unlawfuUj 
and  wiUfullj  done  on  a  date  specified  must  be  deemed,  upon 
habeas  corpus,  to  be  certainly  a  sufficient  statement  of  the  offense 
intended  to  be  charged. 

Id. — SuiTiciENOT  or  Judgment— Becital  of  Violation  of  Obdinanoi 
— ^Designation  of  Offense. — A  judgment  of  conviction  reciting 
that  the  petitioner  was  dulj  convicted  of  violating  an  ordinance  of 
a  town  named  of  the  sixth  class,  designated  bj  its  number  and 
title,  and  adjudging  the  offense  of  violating  the  same,  aa  charged 
in  the  complaint,  and  that  it  be  punished  by  a  suitable  fine,  eon- 
tains  a  sufficient  designation  of  the  offense  charged. 

APPLICATION  for  discharge  under  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  Santa  Clara  County, 
under  a  conviction  upon  a  charge  of  violating  an  ordinanoa 
of  the  town  of  Los  Oatos. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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A.  H.  Jarman,  and  B.  F.  Bobertson,  for  Petitioner. 
James  H.  Campbell,  District  Attorney,  for  Respondent 

KEBBIOAN,  J. — ^The  petitioner  was  oonvicted  upon  a 
charge  of  violating  an  ordinance  of  the  town  of  Los  Gates, 
prohibiting  the  alcoholic  liquor  traffic.  He  seeks,  by  writ  of 
h4ibeas  carptis,  discharge  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of 
the  county  of  Santa  Clara. 

This  proceeding,  among  other  things,  inYolves  an  inquiry 
into  the  validity  of  that  ordinance.  It  was  passed  June  28, 
1906,  and  is  called  ''Ordinance  Number  130."  The  part 
germane  to  this  examination  is  as  follows: 

''Section  1.  It  shall  be  and  is  hereby  made  unlawful  for 
any  person  or  persons  either  as  owner,  principal,  agent,  ser- 
vant, employee  or  otherwise,  to  establish,  open,  keep,  main- 
tain, or  carry  on,  or  assist  in  establishing,  opening,  keeping, 
maintaining  or  carrying  on,  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
the  Town  of  Los  Qatos,  any  tippling  house,  dramshop,  cel- 
lar, saloon,  bar,  sample  room,  hotel  or  other  place  where 
spirituous,  vinous,  malt  or  mixed  liquors  are  sold,  given  away, 
handed  out,  purveyed  or  furnished.'* 

Section  2  provides  that  such  liquors  may  be  sold  for  medici- 
nal, chemical  and  mechanical  purposes  as  provided  therein. 

Section  3  declares  violations  of  the  ordinance  to  be  misde- 
meanors, and  fixes  a  punishment  therefor. 

The  power  to  pass  such  an  ordinance  is  granted  in  section 
11  of  article  XI  of  the  state  constitution.  (Ex  parte  Camp- 
hell,  74  Cal.  20,  [5  Am.  St.  Rep.  418,  15  Pac.  818] ;  Ex  parte 
Noble,  96  Cal.  362,  [31  Pac.  224] ;  Ex  parte  Christensen,  85 
Cal.  208,  [24  Pac.  747].)  It  can  only  be  invalidated  by  some 
general  law  of  the  state  with  which  it  is  in  conflict. 

Petitioner  contends  that  since  the  cases  just  cited  were 
decided,  the  general  law  has  been  changed  by  section  3366 
of  the  Political  Code,  which,  he  argues,  empowers  legislative 
bodies  of  incorporated  cities  and  towns  to  regulate  by  li- 
censing, but  not  to  prohibit,  a  business  not  forbidden  by  law. 
So  far  as  towns  of  the  sixth  class  are  concerned,  of  which 
Los  Gates  is  one,  this  section  of  the  Political  Code  was  re- 
pealed by  implication  by  the  amendment  of  the  municipal 
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incorporation  act  of  March  9,  1903.  (Ex  parte  Jackson,  143 
Cal.  566,  [77  Pac.  457].}  This  amendment  re-enacted  sab- 
division  10  of  section  862  of  the  municipal  incorporation  act 
of  1883,  [Stats.  1883,  p.  270],  under  which  the  Campbell  and 
Noble  cases,  supra,  were  decided.  Those  cases,  then,  are  de- 
cisive of  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  questioned  in  this  pro- 
ceeding. 

The  sufficiency  of  the  complaint  is  challenged  on  the  ground 
that  it  does  not  state  a  public  offense.  The  complaint  charges 
conjunctively  in  the  language  of  the  ordinance  that  peti- 
tioner xmlawfully  and  willfully,  on  or  about  the  eighteenth 
day  of  September,  1906,  did  all  the  things  prohibited  by  the 
ordinance.  On  habeas  corpus  this  is  certainly  a  sufficient 
statement  of  the  offense  intended  to  be  charged.  {Ex  parte 
Buef,  150  Cal.  665,  [89  Pac.  605].)  In  that  case  it  is  said: 
''On  habeas  corpus  the  inquiry  into  the  sufficiency  of  an  in- 
dictment is  limited.  We  think  the  true  rule  is  that  where 
an  indictment  purports  or  attempts  to  state  an  offense  of  a 
kind  of  which  the  court  assuming  to  proceed  has  jurisdiction, 
the  question  whether  the  facts  charged  are  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute an  offense  of  that  kind  will  not  be  examined  into  on 
habeas  corpus,' ' 

The  validity  of  the  judgment  is  also  challenged.  It  is 
asserted  that  it  fails  to  state  the  offense  of  which  the  peti- 
tioner was  convicted.  The  judgment  recites  that  the  pe- 
titioner was  duly  convicted  of  the  crime  of  violating  ordinance 
No.  130  of  the  town  of  Los  Gates,  entitled,  ''An  Ordinance 
relative  to  the  Alcoholic  Liquor  Traffic  in  the  said  Town  of 
Los  Gatos,"  and  adjudges  "as  punishment  for  the  offense 
of  violating  Ordinance  No.  130  of  said  Town  of  Los  Gatos, 
committed  as  charged  in  the  complaint  as  aforesaid,  that  de- 
fendant Mogensen  pay  a  fine  of  Three  hundred  dollars. 
.  .  .''  This  judgment  contains  a  sufficient  designation  of  the 
offense  charged.     {Ex  parte  Murray,  43  CaL  455.) 

The  petitioner  is  therefore  remanded. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 
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[CSr*    No.  810.    Second  Appelate  District— May  27, 1907.] 
B.  L.  BRYAN,  Appellant,  ▼.  J.  A.  GRAHAM,  Respondent 

StATB     li^NDS — ^BBOESSION     of     LiLKX— TkuTH     OF     AFFIDAVIT — SUBSS- 

QUINT  Agrsemxnt  TO  SsLL  Befobs  CeetifkulTB.— Where  it  appears 
that  at  the  time  of  an  application  to  purchase  state  lands  uncoy- 
ered  bj  the  recession  of  a  lake,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1898. 
that  the  prior  applicant  truthfully  stated  in  his  affidavit  that  he 
desired  to  purchase  the  land  "for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  and  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  no  other  persons  whatsoever,''  a  subsequent 
agreement  to  sell  the  land  to  another  person  about  forty  days 
after  the  application  and  before  the  issuance  of  the  certificate  of 
purchase  is  not  forbidden  by  that  statute,  nor  by  any  statute  of  the 
state  for  the  sale  of  state  lands. 

Id. — BTATirrx  Allowing  Sale  of  Ceetificatb— Constetjotivx  Polict 
OF  Law — ^Bestbaints  xtpon  Alienation. — The  express  statutory 
grant  of  the  right  to  sell  "certificates  of  purchase  and  all  rights 
acquired  thereunder,"  in  section  1315  of  the  Political  Code,  cannot 
be  construed  as  an  expression  of  legislative  intent  that  one  who 
agreed  to  seH  after  filing  his  application,  and  before  the  issuance 
of  his  certificate  of  purchase,  should  lose  his  right  to  purchase. 
The  policy  of  the  law  is  to  discourage  restraints  upon  alienation. 

Id. — ErrsoT  of  Subsequent  Contbacts  of  Salx  as  Evidenob — Con- 
flict OF  Evidence — Supfoet  of  Finding. — ^Assuming  that  contracts 
to  sell  made  subsequently  to  an  application  to  purchase  state 
lands,  before  the  issuance  of  a  certificate,  would  constitute  any 
evidence  tending  to  show  the  falsity  of  the  affidavit,  which  would 
defeat  the  purchase,  yet  where  it  appears  that  there  was  neverthe- 
less a  conflict  of  testimony  upon  the  issue  as  to  whether  or  not 
defendant,  at  the  time  he  made  the  prior  application  to  purchase, 
did  so  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  the  finding  of  the  court  in  his 
favor  on  that  issue  cannot  be  disturbed  upon  appeal, 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Kings 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  M.  L. 
Short,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  shown  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Letus  N.  Crowell,  for  Appellant 

The  constitutioD,  article  XVII,  section  2,  expressly  discour- 
ages the  holding  of  large  tracts  of  uncultivated  and  unim- 
proved land  by  individuals  or  corporations;  and  the  l^^islatoro 


Digitized  by 


Google 


600  Bbtan  v.  Graham.  [5  Cal.  App. 

by  positively  requiring  every  applicant  to  swear  that  he  is  tak- 
ing up  the  land  for  his  awn  use  discourages  every  other  use, 
and  the  statute  and  constitution  are  to  be  construed  together. 
(Endlich  on  Interpretation  of  Statutes,  pt.  I,  p.  1.)  That 
plaintiff  did  not  intend  this  land  for  his  own  sole  use  is 
shown  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  (2  Rice  on  Evi- 
dence, par.  317;  Beckman  v.  Colgrove,  12  Land  Dec.  303; 
Buties  V.  Collins,  12  Cal.  457 ;  Pol.  Code,  sec.  3515 ;  Cadierque 
V.  Daran,  49  Cal.  356;  Molinari  v.  Scolary,  15  Land  Dec. 
201;  Tagg  v.  Jensen,  16  Land  Dec.  113;  Walker  v.  Clayton, 
24  Land  Dec.  79;  McGregor  v.  Donnelly,  67  Cal.  150,  151,  7 
Pac.  422.) 

J.  L.  C.  Irwin,  for  Respondent 

United  States  land  decisions,  under  statutes  forbidding 
alienation,  have  no  application  to  state  land  laws,  which 
do  not  contain  the  same  provisions.  In  the  absence  of  an 
express  prohibition  in  any  statute  against  alienation  of  any 
inchoate  right  of  property,  the  right  of  alienation  thereof 
exists.  {Rose  v.  Wood  and  Lumber  Co.,  73  Cal.  385,  15  Pac. 
19;  Phillips  V.  Carter,  135  Cal.  604,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  152,  67 
Pac.  1032;  Lamp  v.  Davenport,  85  U.  S.  307;  Webster  v. 
Luther,  163  U.  S.  33,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  963 ;  Adams  v.  Church, 
193  U.  S.  516,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  512;  Frink  v.  Hoak,  35  Or. 
17,  56  Pac.  1093;  Arnold  v.  Christie  (Ariz.),  33  Pac.  619; 
Orant  v.  Oliver,  91  Cal.  158,  27  Pac.  596;  Montgomery  v. 
Pacific  Coast  Land  Bureau,  94  Cal.  286,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  122. 
29  Pac.  640;  Montgomery  v.  McCarrol,  10  Utah,  22,  86  Pac. 
50.) 

SHAW,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment  and  order  denying 
motion  for  new  trial. 

This  proceeding  arises  out  of  conflicting  claims  of  the 
parties  due  to  the  fact  that  both  were  applicants  to  purchase 
a  quarter  section  of  land  under  ''An  Act  regulating  the  sale 
of  the  lands  uncovered  by  the  recession  or  drainage  of  the 
waters  of  inland  lakes,"  etc.,  as  enacted  in  1893  (Stats.  1893, 
p.  341),  and  amended  1899  (Stats.  1899,  p.  182).  The  land 
in  question  is  a  part  of  the  territory  uncovered  by  the  re- 
ceding waters  of  Tulare  lake  in  Kings  county.  The  applica- 
tion of  the  respondent  was  made  December  14,  1904,  and 
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that  of  appellant  made  January  31,  1905.  Both  applications 
were  in  due  form  and  accompanied  by  the  required  affidavits. 
Upon  the  filing  of  appellant's  application  the  state  surveyor 
general  declared  a  contest  to  exist  between  said  parties  con- 
cerning the  right  to  purchase  the  land  and  made  his  order 
referring  such  contest  to  the  superior  court  of  Eangs  county 
for  adjudication  as  to  the  respective  rights  of  said  parties 
in  the  premises. 

Plaintiff  alleged  that  the  affidavit  of  defendant  was  false, 
in  that  said  defendant  did  not  at  the  time  of  making  said 
application  and  affidavit  desire  to  purchase  said  land  for 
his  own  use  and  benefit,  but  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  an- 
other; and  that  at  the  time  of  making  the  application  and 
affidavit  defendant  had  made  a  contract  to  sell  the  same. 
These  allegations  are  denied  by  the  answer,  and  upon  the 
trial  the  court  found  said  allegations  of  the  complaint  to  be 
untrue  and  rendered  judgment  for  defendant. 

Section  1  of  said  act,  under  which  these  applications  were 
made,  requires  that  the  applicant  shall,  among  other  facts, 
state  in  his  affidavit  'Hhat  he  desires  to  purchase  the  same 
(the  land)  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  and  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  no  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever,  and  that 
he  has  made  no  contract  or  agreement  to  sell  the  same."  It 
is  admitted  that  the  provisions  of  section  3500  of  the  Politi- 
cal Code,  which  provides  that  ''any  false  statement  con- 
tained in  the  affidavit  provided  for  in  section  3495,  defeats 
the  right  of  the  applicant  to  purchase  the  land,  or  to  re- 
ceive any  evidence  of  title  thereto,''  likewise  defeats  the 
right  of  any  applicant  to  purchase  the  land  under  section  1 
of  said  act  of  1893.  On  his  own  behalf  defendant  testified 
to  the  truth  of  the  statements  contained  in  his  affidavit,  and 
the  only  evidence  offered  in  support  of  plaintiff's  allega- 
tion that  defendant's  application  was  made  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  another  than  himself  was  an  agreement^  the  nature 
of  which  does  not  clearly  appear,  made  with  one  Fowler 
about  January  1,  1905,  and  a  contract  made  January  23, 
1905,  some  forty  days  after  the  filing  of  his  application, 
whereby  defenduit  agreed  to  sell  the  land  in  question  to  one 
Bubenstein.  Assuming  these  contracts  subsequently  made  to 
constitute  any  evidence  of  the  falsity  of  the  affidavit,  there 
was,  nevertheless,  a  conflict  of  testimony  upon  the  issue  as 
to  whether  or  not  defendant  at  the  time  he  made  the  appli« 
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cation  to  purchase  did  so  for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  and 
the  finding  of  the  court  therein  cannot  be  disturbed. 

The  contract  to  sell  the  land  to  Bubenstein  was  made  be- 
fore the  certificate  of  purchase  was  issued,  and  it  is  con- 
tended that,  by  reason  of  entering  into  this  contract  prior 
to  the  issuance  of  this  certificate,  defendant  lost  his  right  to 
complete  the  purchase.  In  support  of  his  contention  appel- 
lant cites  numerous  cases,  in  all  of  which  the  decisions  were 
based  upon  an  express  statutory  provision  either  prohibiting 
or  limiting  the  right  of  alienation  or  transfer;  for  instance, 
the  statutes  of  the  United  States  relating  to  homesteads  re- 
quire, upon  the  making  of  final  proof,  an  affidavit  that  no 
part  of  such  land  has  been  alienated.  (U.  S.  Bev.  Stats., 
sec.  2291,  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stats.  1901,  p.  1390].)  So,  too, 
there  is  an  express  prohibition  of  transfer  or  alienation  prior 
to  the  issuance  of  the  patents  as  to  lands  held  under  claim 
of  pre-emption.  (U.  S.  Bev.  Stats.,  sec.  2263.)  Our  at- 
tention  has  not  been  called  to  any  such  limitation  or  require- 
ment contained  in  the  law  relative  to  public  lands  of  the 
state.  The  contract  is  with  the  state,  and  in  the  absence  of 
any  legislative  expression,  other  than  that  contained  in  sec- 
tion 3500,  Political  Code,  which  clearly  was  not  intended  to 
apply  to  an  agreement  to  sell,  made  subsequent  to  the  filing 
of  an  application  and  prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  certificate 
of  purchase,  it  cannot  be  held  that  appellant's  rights  are  in 
any  wise  abridged  by  the  agreement  under  discussion.  Sec- 
tion 3515  of  the  Political  Code  expressly  provides  that  "cer- 
tificates of  purchase,  and  all  rights  acquired  thereunder,  are 
subject  to  sale,"  etc.  This  express  statutory  grant  of  the 
right  to  sell  the  certificate  cannot  be  construed  as  an  ex- 
pression of  legislative  intent  that  one  who  agreed  to  sell  af- 
ter filing  his  application  and  before  the  issuance  of  his  cer- 
tificate to  purchase  should  lose  his  right  to  purchase.  The 
policy  of  the  law  is  to  discourage  restraints  upon  alienation. 
{Rose  V.  Wood  &  Lumber  Co.,  73  Cal.  385,  [15  Pac.  19] ; 
Phillips  V.  Carter,  135  Cal.  604,  [87  Am.  St.  Bep.  152,  67 
Pac.  1031];  Lamp  v.  Davenport,  85  U.  S.  307;  Adams  v. 
Church,  193  U.  S.  510,  [24  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  512] ;  Arnold  ▼. 
Christy,  4  Ariz.  19,  [33  Pac.  619].) 

Prior  to  the  amendment  of  1885,  section  3495  of  the  Politi- 
cal Code,  providing  for  the  purchase  of  school  lands,  con- 
tained a  provision  requiring  the  affidavit  of  the  applicant 
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to  state  therein  that  the  purchase  *'was  for  his  own  use  and 
benefit,  and  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  no  other  person,** 
etc.  In  construing  this  statute — the  facts  being  that  H.  had 
applied  to  purchase  a  section  of  school  land  under  an  agree- 
ment made  with  N.  at  the  time  of  filing  his  application  that 
one-half  thereof  was  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  N.,  and  which 
one-half  thereof  H.  was  to  convey  to  N.  as  soon  as  purchased — 
the  court  held,  in  Thompson  v.  Hancock,  51  Cal.  110:  "There 
is  nothing  in  section  three  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety- 
five  of  the  Political  Code  which  prohibits  the  sale  of  any 
portion  of  a  sixteenth  or  thirty-sixth  section,  belonging  to  the 
State,  to  one  who  has  contracted  to  convey  to  another  a  part 
of  the  land  so  acquired,**  reversing  the  lower  court  upon  this 
point. 

We  find  nothing  in  the  Lake  land  act  of  1893,  under  which 
this  application  was  made,  which  prohibits  the  applicant 
from  making  an  agreement  to  sell  the  land  before  tiie  issu- 
ance to  him  of  the  certificate  of  purchase  therein  provided 
for. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  aflBrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Ch.    No.  293.    Third  AppeHate  District.— May  27,  1907.] 

H.  J.  CAESTENBROOK  and  J.  D.  CARSTENBROOK,  Co- 
partners, etc.,  Respondents,  v.  W.  A.  WEDDERIEN  and 
MARY  J.  WEDDERIEN,  Appellants. 

Lease— Lien  or  Lessee  vob  Advances — ^Pkevention  ow  Cbops— Act 
OF  God— Becoveet  Back  of  Advances.— Where,  by  the  terms  of  a 
lease,  the  lessees  were  to  farm  the  land  leased  for  crops  of  grain 
and  hay,  and  to  make  a  specified  advance  to  the  lessors,  and  there- 
after a  monthlj  sum  on  demand,  and  aU  advances  made  were  to 
be  a  lien  on  the  lessors'  share  of  the  crops  with  interest  when 
harvested,  and  where,  after  using  aU  possible  endeavor  to  raise 
crops  thereon,  the  crops  were  prevented  and  whollj  destroyed  bj 
the  act  of  God,  through  the  agencj  of  floods,  the  lessees  were  not 
bound  to  make  any  further  advances  on  demand,  and  were  en- 
titled before  the  expiration  of  the  lease  to  sue  to  recover  back  the 
amount  of  advances  made  with  iuterest. 
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Id. — SumoiXNOT  ov  Findinos — ^PASTimAOB  or  Stock — Countebglaik 
BT  Lessobs. — Held,  that  the  findings  for  the  plaintlift  ■nffleientlj 
eoTor  all  of  the  material  ieeuee  raised  bj  the  pleadings;  and  when 
the  court  found  that  no  crop  of  haj  eonld  be  raised  or  eat  upon 
the  land,  and  that,  after  the  flood,  a  very  small  quantity  of 
grass  grew  thereon,  mixed  with  weeds,  on  which  sheep  and  eattle 
eonld  be  and  were  pastured  bj  plaintiffs  for  a  limited  time,  the 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  sueh  pasturage,  and  findings  that  plain* 
tiffs  were  entitled  thereto,  and  that  defendants  take  nothing  by  their 
eonnterclaim  for  the  alleged  Talne  thereof,  sofficientlj  respond  to  the 
iMnes  raised  bj  the  connterelaim. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Yuba 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  Eugene  P. 
McDaniely  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

W.  S.  Johnson,  and  W.  H.  Carlin,  for  Appellants. 

M.  T.  Brittan,  and  J.  E.  Ebert,  for  BespondentB. 

HART,  J. — This  action  is  brought  by  plamtiflb  to  recover 
the  sum  of  $591,  together  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate 
of  eight  per  cent  per  annum,  alleged  to  haye  been  loaned  and 
advanced  to  defendants  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  terms  of 
a  certain  written  agreement  of  lease  entered  into  between 
the  parties,  involving  the  leasing  of  certain  lands  to  plaintiffs 
by  defendants.  A  jury  was  waived  by  the  parties  and  the 
case  tried  by  the  court.  Plaintiffs  were  awarded  judgment 
for  the  sum  of  $659.86,  which  includes  the  principal  sum 
sued  for  and  interest  in  the  sum  of  $68.86.  Defendants  take 
this  appeal  from  said  judgment  and  an  order  denying  their 
motion  for  a  new  trial. 

By  the  terms  of  the  said  written  agreement  or  lease,  which 
was  executed  by  the  parties  on  the  twenty-first  day  of 
Januaiy,  1904,  the  defendants  leased  to  the  plaintiffs  certain 
real  property,  situated  in  Yuba  county,  said  lease  to  take 
effect  on  and  from  the  said  date  of  its  execution  and  to  con- 
tinue in  force  until  and  including  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
September,  1904.  It  was  provided  in  the  lease  that  the  plain- 
tiffs should  have  the  option,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  term 
thus  expressly  agreed  upon,  of  extending  the  term  of  their 
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lease  of  said  lands  for  a  further  period  of  four  yean.  The 
lease  is  made  a  part  of  the  complaint  and  is  set  out  tii  kaec 
verba  in  the  findings,  and  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 
to  an  understanding  of  the  issues  presented  by  the  pleadings 
reads  as  follows: 

''Upon  the  following  terms  and  conditions,  to  wit,  said 
second  parties  will  at  all  proper  times  and  seasons  during  the 
term  of  this  lease,  and  according  to  the  terms  of  good  hus- 
bandry practiced  in  the  neighborhood,  crop  said  lands  and 
premises  to  grain  and  hay  and  such  other  crops  as  they  shall, 
in  their  sound  discretion,  deem  advisable;  that  they  will 
carefully  plant,  care  for,  protect  and  harvest  all  of  said  crops 
without  any  expense  to  said  first  parties  except  for  sacks,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  and  will  deliver  to  said  first  parties, 
or  their  order,  within  a  reasonable  time  after  said  crops  shall 
have  been  gathered  and  harvested,  subject  to  the  lien  for  ad- 
vancements made  hereunder  and  to  be  made  hereunder  by 
said  second  parties  to  said  first  parties,  as  hereinafter  men- 
tioned, at  such  place  as  said  first  parties  shall  designate  in 
the  city  of  Marysville,  one-third  of  all  of  said  crops  of  grain, 
said  first  parties  to  furnish  at  their  own  expense  sufficient 
sacks  to  contain  their  rental  or  share  of  one-third  of  all  crops 
of  grain  grown  and  harvested  upon  said  lands  under  the 
terms  of  this  lease;  and  said  second  parties  will  further  de- 
liver to  said  first  parties,  properly  stacked  on  said  premises, 
one-third  of  all  hay  grown  and  cut  upon  said  premises  under 
the  terms  of  this  lease. 

''Said  second  parties  hereby  covenant  and  agree  to  pay  to 
said  first  parties,  at  the  date  of  the  execution  of  this  lease, 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen  dollars  ($213.00),  and 
upon  the  request  and  demand  of  said  first  parties  the  further 
sum  of  fifly-four  dollars  ($54.00)  on  the  first  day  of  each 
and  every  month  commencing  with  the  first  day  of  February, 
1904,  during  the  period  of  this  lease,  that  is,  up  to  and  in- 
cluding the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1904,  and  the 
further  sum  of  fifty-four  dollars  ($54.00),  on  the  like  request 
and  demand  of  said  first  parties,  on  the  first  day  of  each  and 
first  day  of  September,  1908,  if  said  period,  or  every  month 
thereafter,  up  to  and  including  the  term  of  said  lease,  be  con- 
tinued and  extended  to  September,  1908,  as  hereinabove  pro- 
vided. Said  sum  of  $213.00  and  said  sum  of  $54.00  to  be 
paid  monthly  as  herein  specified,  shall  be  deducted  with  in- 
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terest  as  herein  specified,  by  said  second  parties,  when  paid, 
from  the  one-third  share  of  said  first  parties  in  the  crops 
raised  under  the  terms  of  this  lease,  and  shall  bear  interest 
from  the  date  of  their  several  payments  at  the  rate  of  eight 
(8)  per  cent  per  annum,  and  said  sum  with  interest  as  afore- 
said shall  be  and  constitute  a  lien  on  said  one-third  portion 
of  said  crops  reserved  herein  as  and  for  rental  for  said  first 
parties,  in  favor  of  said  second  parties,  until  the  same,  to- 
gether with  interest  as  aforesaid,  be  repaid  by  said  first  par- 
ties to  said  second  parties,  and  should  the  total  of  said  ad- 
vancements, together  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  in  any  sea- 
son, exceed  said  lessors'  (said  first  parties)  share  in  the  entire 
crops  for  said  season,  then  in  such  event  said  first  parties 
shall  pay  to  said  second  parties  the  excess  thereof  received 
by  them  from  said  second  parties. 

''It  is  further  agreed  by  and  between  the  parties  hereto  that 
said  advancements  made  and  to  be  made  hereunder  by  said 
second  parties  to  said  first  parties,  together  with  interest  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  repaid  by  said  first  parties  to  said  second 
parties  at  the  harvest  of  said  crops,  in  gold  coin  of  the  United 
States  of  America.'' 

The  complaint  is  verified.  The  answer  admits  that  the 
plaintiffs  paid  to  the  defendants  the  sum  of  $591,  but  spe- 
cifically denies  all  the  other  material  averments  of  the  com- 
plaint, and  sets  up  a  counterclaim  upon  a  quantum  valebai, 
for  the  sum  of  $1,000,  aUeged  as  the  reasonable  value  of  the 
use  of  the  leased  lands  for  the  purposes  of  pasturage,  to  which 
use,  it  is  alleged,  it  was  converted  by  plaintiffis,  said  pasturage 
being,  it  is  claimed,  the  sole  and  exclusive  property  of  defend- 
ants. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  judgment  should  be  reversed  for  two 
reasons:  ''1.  Because  the  demands  sued  upon  were  not  due 
when  the  action  was  commenced;  2.  Because  the  findings  do 
not  cover  all  the  material  issues  raised  by  the  pleadings.'' 

The  action  was  commenced  on  the  eighth  day  of  August, 
1904.  A  demurrer  was  sustained  to  the  original  complaint, 
and  thereafter  and  on  the  sixth  day  of  February,  1905,  plain- 
tiff filed  an  amended  complaint  which  (a  demurrer  thereto 
having  been  overruled)  tendered  the  issues  of  fact  upon  which 
the  cause  was  tried.  The  court  found  from  the  evidence 
''that,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  said  agreement,  said  plain- 
tiffs did,  at  the  proper  time,  in  the  year  1904,  and  in  accord- 
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ance  with  the  terms  of  good  hiisbandry  as  practiced  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  said  lands  are  situated,  carefully  crop 
and  plant  said  lands  and  premises  to  grain  and  hay,  and  did 
carefully  care  for  and  protect  said  crops  during  the  said 
year  1904,  and  that  thereafter  and  during  the  said  year  of 
1904,  and  before  the  time  for  harvesting  the  said  crops,  the 
whole  of  said  crops  were  totally  destroyed  by  an  act  of  Gk)d 
and  without  any  fault  or  neglect  of  said  plaintiflis,  or  either 
of  them,  and  as  a  result  thereof  there  were  no  crops,  or  any 
crop,  to  harvest  upon  said  lands  and  premises  described  in 
said  agreement  during  said  year  of  1904."  The  court  was 
fully  warranted  in  making  this  finding  from  the  evidence 
received.  The  plaintiffs  testified  that,  having  entered  into 
the  possession  of  the  lands  referred  to  in  the  lease  between 
the  10th  and  15th  of  February,  1904,  they  at  once  proceeded  to 
plow  the  arable  or  tillable  portions  thereof,  preparatory  to 
seeding  and  cultivating  the  same  in  obedience  to  the  covenants 
and  conditions  of  the  lease.  The  property,  or  the  "ranch,** 
as  in  common  vernacular  it  is  designated,  embraces  some 
three  hundred  and  ninety-three  acres  of  land,  of  which  two 
hundred  and  five  acres  are  ''farming"  lands,  or  lands  adapted 
to  and  suitable  for  the  cultivation  of  cereals.  Approximately 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  the  land  were  plowed,  the 
balance  being  too  wet  to  undergo  that  process  to  any  practical 
purpose.  A  short  time  thereafter  heavy  rains  came,  the  water 
in  the  Feather  river,  on  which  the  lands  are  situated,  rose  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  overflow  its  banks  and  the  flood  waters 
inundated  a  large  part  of  the  land,  the  same  remaining 
thereon  so  that  the  land  could  not  be  utilized  for  farming  pur- 
poses for  a  long  period  of  time.  The  plaintiff  H.  J.  Carsten- 
brook  testified:  ''Sometime  in  May  I  sent  my  teams  there 
again  and  summer-fallowed  eighty-five  acres,  on  the  north 
side  of  the  road,  and  also  a  piece  on  the  south  side  that  had 
been  winter  plowed.  All  told,  I  replowed  about  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres  during  that  year  after  I  had  entered  into 
the  lease.  I  made  two  plowings  that  year  on  the  place.  After 
the  first  plowing,  I  did  not  sow  the  piece  on  the  south  side  of 
the  house,  next  to  the  levee,  because  I  could  not  get  on  it,  be- 
cause of  the  water  on  it.  The  other  part  I  had  just  seeded 
to  barley,  when  the  water  came  up  on  it  This  was  about 
seventy  acres.  There  were  about  eighty-five  acres  in  the 
whole  piecCy  but  I  did  not  seed  ten  or  fifteen  acres  of  it  be* 
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cause  it  was  too  wet  About  eighty-five  acres  I  plowed  the 
second  time.  The  portion  of  the  land  north  of  the  house, 
about  eighty-five  acres,  I  seeded  to  barley  twice  and  the  wa- 
ter came  up  and  drowned  out  both  times.  The  water  came 
ap  the  second  time  about  the  28th  of  March  and  remained 
over  it  fully  three  weeks  and  probably  longer,  and  the  ranch 
was  not  at  any  time  afterward  in  such  condition  that  it  could 
have  been  cropped.'*  This  witness  also  testified  to  having 
had  twenty-two  years'  experience  in  the  business  of  farming 
in  Sutter  and  Yuba  counties.  He  stated  that  after  the  water 
had  finally  subsided  and  receded  from  the  land  there  was 
nothing  left  ''but  a  water  hole,"  and  that  it  was  not  possible 
under  the  conditions  then  existing  to  cultivate  a  crop  of  any 
character;  that  there  was  no  volunteer  crop  in  that  year  upon 
the  one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  which  were  replowed  and 
summer-fallowed;  that  the  vegetation  on  the  land  after  the 
floods  was  not  such  as  could  be  made  into  good  hay,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  turned  about  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  head 
of  sheep  and  eight  or  nine  head  of  other  live  stock  upon  the 
land,  and  thus,  from  the  latter  part  of  June  or  the  1st  of 
July  to  a  short  time  before  the  28th  of  September,  used  said 
land  ''off  and  on"  for  pasturage  purposes.  He  testified  that 
he  and  his  eoplaintiff  had  under  lease  at  the  time  an  adjoining 
farm,  on  which  they  also  pastured  their  sheep  and  other  cat- 
tle, alternately  running  them  on  the  land  leased  from  de- 
fendants and  then  on  the  adjoining  land  mentioned.  The 
other  plaintiff,  J.  D.  Carstenbrook,  corroborated  the  testi- 
mony thus  given  by  his  partner  and  eoplaintiff  as  to  the  un- 
favorable conditions  with  which  they  were  confronted  in  an 
effort  to  cultivate  the  land  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  lease  and  their  failure  to  do  so  for  the  reasons  stated  by 
the  first-named  witness,  and  also  upon  the  point  that  the 
grass  or  vegetation  on  the  land  after  the  fiood  waters  had  re- 
ceded and  it  was  too  late  to  do  anything  in  the  way  of  seeding 
the  land  in  wheat  and  barley  or  either  was  unfit  to  be  profit- 
ably mown  for  hay.  Some  five  or  six  other  witnesses — farm- 
ers residing  and  who  had  for  many  years  lived  and  farmed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  the  land  in  question — gave  testimony 
corroborative  of  that  given  by  plaintiffs.  All  of  them  testified 
that  plaintiffs,  by  the  exercise  of  the  most  prudent  husbandry, 
did  their  utmost  to  cultivate  and  grow  suitable  crops  upon 
the  land,  but  failed  because  of  the  intervention  of  unfavorable 
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climatic  conditions;  that^  under  the  circumstances,  it  was 
impossible  to  crop  the  land;  that  there  grew  upon  the  land 
after  the  water  from  the  overflow  of  the  river  had  disap* 
peared  ''dog-fennel"  and  other  weeds  unfit  even  for  the  pur- 
poses of  pasturage ;  that,  while  there  was  a  small  quantity  of 
grass  growing  on  the  land  upon  which  sheep  and  other  cattie 
coidd  thrive  for  a  very  limited  time,  it  was  measurably  insig- 
nificant and  in  consequence,  for  purposes  of  hay,  not  worth  its 
cutting.  In  fact,  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses  was  uni- 
form upon  the  point  that  a  crop  of  hay  could  not  have  been 
cut  from  the  land  after  the  recession  of  the  waters  of  the 
overflow.  From  the  conditions  existing  and  as  thus  briefly 
described,  it  was  manifestly  impossible  to  have  cultivated  and 
advanced  to  a  state  of  fruition  any  kind  of  a  crop  upon  the 
land,  and,  therefore,  it  irresistibly  followed  that  the  terms 
upon  which  the  plaintifiEs  took  possession  thereof  under  the 
lease  could  not  be  by  them  met  and  carried  out  These  con- 
ditions, as  the  court  found  and  as  the  evidence  conclusively 
demonstrates,  were  not  brought  about  through  the  fault  or 
the  negligence  or  default  of  the  plaintifiEs,  but  were  the  conse- 
quences of  the  course  of  nature  and  resulting  circumstances, 
to  repel,  overcome  or  control  which  is,  of  course,  beyond  the 
power  of  any  known  human  agencies,  except,  perhaps,  through 
efiScient  levee  fortifications,  constructed  to  guard  against  over- 
flows of  the  flood  waters. 

Under  the  stipulations  of  the  lease,  as  will  be  observed,  the 
defendants,  in  consideration  of  transferring  the  possession 
and  use  of  their  land  to  plaintifiEs,  were  to  receive  one-third  of 
any  and  all  crops  grown  and  harvested  by  said  plaintifiEs, 
"subject  to  the  lien  for  advancements  made  hereunder  and 
to  be  made  hereunder"  by  said  plaintifiEs.  The  latter,  under 
the  terms  of  the  lease,  advanced  to  defendants,  upon  the  exe* 
cution  of  the  instrument,  the  sum  of  $213,  and  were  to  there- 
after further  advance  to  them  on  the  first  day  of  each  month 
the  sum  of  $54,  ''conmiencing  with  the  first  day  of  February, 
1904,  during  the  period  of  this  lease,  that  is,  up  to  and  in- 
cluding the  twenty-eighth  day  of  September,  1904,"  said  ad- 
vances to  be  made  ''upon  the  request  and  demand"  of  said 
defendants. 

The  contention  is  that  the  action  was  prematurely  brought, 
because  the  plaintifiEs  defaulted  in  making  the  last  advance 
6  CaL  App.— 39 
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of  $54 — ^that  is,  the  advance  which  they  would  have  been  re- 
quired to  make  upon  demand  of  defendants  if  the  land  had 
been  successfully  farmed.  In  other  words,  the  sum  of  $54 
not  having  been  advanced  or  loaned  to  appellants  for  the 
month  of  September,  no  right  of  action  accrued  to  respondents 
for  the  total  amount  already  so  received  by  defendants.  The 
contention  is,  in  our  opinion,  wholly  without  any  reason  for 
its  support.  Upon  the  question  of  the  time  of  repayment,  the 
agreement  is  in  no  sense  obscure.  It  provides  that  said  ''ad- 
vancements made  and  to  be  made  hereunder  by  said  second 
parties,  together  with  interest  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  repaid 
by  said  first  parties  to  said  second  parties  at  the  harvest  of  said 
crops,  in  gold  coin/'  etc.  It  certainly  would  not  be  attempted 
to  be  maintained  that  this  clause  of  the  lease  means  that  the 
money  should  not  be  returned  until  crops  had  been  actually 
harvested,  and  it  is  not  so  contended.  The  proper  and  the 
only  true  construction  of  it  is  that  the  money  should  be  re- 
paid at  that  time  of  the  season  when  crops,  if  there  were  any, 
should  be  harvested,  or  at  any  other  time,  we  think,  when  it 
could  become  a  certainty  or  settled  fact  that  it  was  impos- 
sible, from  the  inordinate  quantity  of  water  from  the  river 
overflows  covering  the  land,  to  grow  crops  thereon.  The  evi- 
dence shows  that  it  was  plainly  apparent  to  the  parties  to 
the  lease,  at  and  before  the  time  at  which  crops  should  have 
been  harvested  upon  the  land  had  they  been  seeded  and  grown, 
that  there  was  no  possibility  of  securing  crops  from  the  land, 
and,  in  consequence,  no  possibility  of  the  receipt  by  the  de- 
fendants of  the  compensation  to  which  they  would  have  been 
entitled  had  the  season  been  more  propitious.  The  conditions 
upon  which  the  land  was  leased  necessarily  involved  returns 
to  both  parties  from  their  investment,  as  it  may  properly 
be  styled,  as  indeterminate,  uncertain  and  problematical,  as 
must  be  usual  to  enterprises  which,  like  this,  are  required 
to  depend,  as  among  the  prime  factors  essential  to  their  pros- 
perousness  and  final  success,  upon  favorable  meteorological 
and  other  conditions.  Each  of  the  parties,  in  other  words 
— the  defendants  as  well  as  the  plaintiffs — ^by  their  writ- 
ten covenants,  manifested,  mutually,  a  willingness  to  take  a 
chance  of  reaping  the  benefits  which  ordinarily  attend  such 
*  venture,  and  of  suffering  together  the  disadvantages  and 
losses  which  the  interference  of  adventitious  circumstances 
too  often  bring  to  it    The  termination  of  the  lease  was  fixed 
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for  the  latter  part  of  September,  in  order,  without  doubt,  that 
the  entire  harvesting  season  would  thus  be  included  in  and 
covered  by  the  lease,  thereby  giving  plaintiflEs  full  oppor- 
tunity to  properly  gather  whatever  crops  they  might  deem 
it  the  part  of  wisdom  to  grow.  There  is  nothing  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  lease,  reasonably  construed,  which  bound  plain- 
tiffs to  advance  the  $54  a  month  after  it  became  certain  that 
there  could  be  no  possible  hope  or  expectation  of  harvesting 
a  crop  of  any  character  from  the  land.  The  moneys  recdved 
by  defendants  from  plaintiffs  were,  it  is  admitted,  mere  loans, 
to  secure  repayment  of  which  it  was  agreed  that  plaintiffs 
should  retain,  until  their  accounts  were  adjusted,  the  share 
to  which  the  defendants,  by  the  terms  of  the  lease,  would  be 
entitled,  of  any  crops  which  might  be  harvested  upon  the  land. 
That  point  or  stage  of  the  season  having  been  reached  where 
it  must  have  been  absolutely  clear  to  both  parties  that  no 
crop  of  any  kind  whatsoever  could  be  gathered  from  the  land, 
owing  to  the  unfavorable  conditions  which  existed,  by  what 
process  of  reasoning  can  it  be  maintained  that,  under  the 
terms  of  the  lease,  interpreted  agreeably  to  reason,  the  plain- 
tiffs were  in  no  position  to  sue  for  advances  already  made, 
because  they  had  not  made  the  further  loan  of  $54,  which 
they  would  probably  have  been  required  to  make  in  the  event 
that  the  land  had  been  successfully  cropped?  The  lease  may 
well  be  construed  as  obligating  plaintiffs  to  make  the  loans 
to  defendants  as  stipulated  therein  so  long  as  there  existed  a 
prospect  or  hope  of  realizing  some  returns  from  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land  in  the  manner  agreed  upon,  and  that  when 
the  time  arrived  that  any  reason  for  such  prospect  or  hope 
ceased  to  exist,  then  the  obligation  to  make  such  advances 
ceased  to  be  binding  or  of  any  force.  We  can  conceive  of  no 
reason,  under  a  fair  interpretation  of  the  language  of  the 
lease,  why  the  plaintiffs  should  have  been  forced,  before  ac- 
quiring a  right  to  sue  for  moneys  already  loaned  to  defend- 
ants, to  go  through  the  form  of  advancing  a  further  sum  of 
$54.  The  logic  of  the  argument  may  be  stated  thus :  *  *  We  owe 
you,  it  is  true,  the  sum  of  $590,''  say  the  defendants,  ''but  you 
have  no  right  now  to  sue  us,  nor  can  you  ever  acquire  any 
such  right  until  you  have  made  the  advance  to  us  of  the  fur- 
ther sum  of  $54.  The  reason  for  such  further  loan  has,  of 
course,  ceased  to  exist,  but  we  are,  neverthelessy  under  the 
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strict  letter  of  the  lease,  entitled  to  a  further  adyance  of 
$54.  "When  you  have  thus  carried  out  your  part  of  the  agree- 
ment, you  are  then  authorized  to,  and  have  the  legal  right, 
immediately  thereafter  to  sue  us,  not  only  for  the  last  ad- 
vance made,  but  for  the  whole  amount  loaned  to  us.''  This, 
it  seems  to  us,  is  the  necessary  effect  of  the  argument,  and 
the  proposition  is  obviously  a  reductio  ad  dbsurdum. 

We  think  the  findings  sufficiently  respond  to  and  include 
all  the  material  issues  tendered  by  the  pleadings.  The  spe- 
cific complaint  upon  this  point  is  that  the  court  omitted  to 
make  any  finding  upon  the  issue  involved  in  the  aUeged 
counterclaim  set  up  by  the  defendants  to  the  effect  that  *Mur- 
ing  the  period  of  the  lease  plaintiffis  used  the  leased  prem- 
ises for  pasturage  purposes  solely,''  etc.,  and  that  ''the  rea- 
sonable value  of  this  pasturage  was  the  sum  of  $1,000.'' 
The  findings  of  the  court  upon  this  question  is  as  follows: 
"That  said  plaintiffs,  under  the  terms  of  this  agreement,  are 
entitled  to  all  of  the  pasturage  on  said  land  during  the  terms 
of  said  lease,  and  that  said  defendants  take  nothing  by  reason 
of  their  counterclaim."  This  finding  is  sufficient  to  cover 
the  issue  to  which  it  relates.  It  appears  to  be  clear  enough 
to  require  no  amplification  or  explanation  to  comprehend  its 
meaning.  The  plain  meaning  of  it  is  (and  it  can  be  con- 
strued as  meaning  nothing  else)  that  the  pasturage  on  the 
land  was  the  property  of  plaintiffs,  and  that,  therefore,  the 
claim  of  defendants  that  it  belonged  exclusively  to  them,  and 
that  they  were  entitled  to  damages  in  any  sum  from  plaintiffs 
for  taking  and  using  it  is  without  any  foundation  in  fact 
The  authorities  cited  by  counsel  are  where  no  finding  what- 
ever was  made  upon  a  certain  material  issue  raised  by  the 
pleadings,  or  even  an  attempt  to  make  one. 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  motion  for  a  new  trial  was 
based  and  urged  here  upon  appeal  from  the  order  practically 
call  only  for  a  discussion  of  the  questions  presented  on  the 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  and  which  we  have  considered. 
Counsel  insist  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  grant  the 
motions  of  defendants  to  dismiss  the  action  and  for  judg- 
ment on  the  pleadings,  and  also  in  denying  their  motion  for 
a  nonsuit,  but  the  questions  arising  thereon,  as  suggested, 
have  been  disposed  of  in  the  discussion  of  the  points  urged 
on  the  appeal  from  the  judgment 
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The  plaintifb  were,  we  think,  entitled  to  the  use  of  the 
pasturage  and  feed  growing  upon  the  land.  There  is  no  pro- 
vision in  the  lease  reserving  to  the  lessors  the  right  to  the 
pasturage,  and  unless  sueh  right  was  withheld  from  plaintiffs, 
who  were  tenants  for  years,  by  the  terms  or  some  covenant 
of  the  lease,  the  plaintiffs  were  acting  within  their  rights  when 
they  grazed  their  stock  upon  the  land.  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  819; 
Marshall  v.  Luie,  115  Cal.  625,  [47  Pao.  597].)  Of  course, 
it  should  be  unnecessary  to  say  that,  if  the  lessees  had  suc- 
ceeded in  growing  upon  the  land  a  crop  of  hay,  or  of  barley 
or  of  wheat,  worth  harvesting,  in  point  of  quantity  and  qual- 
ity, they  would  not  have  been  justified  in  entirely  appropri- 
ating the  same  for  pasturing  of  their  stock  or  otherwise,  with- 
out accounting  to  the  defendants  for  their  share  thereof. 
But  we  feel  convinced  from  the  testimony  adduced  at  the 
trial  that,  after  the  disappearance  of  the  flood  waters  from 
the  land,  the  vegetation  growing  thereon  which  was  at  all 
capable  of  utilization  was,  even  for  the  purposes  of  paaturagCi 
of  comparatively  little  value,  and  that  the  consequence  of 
gathering  it,  if,  indeed,  it  was  in  sueh  condition  as  to  have 
rendered  it  practicable  to  reap  it,  considering  the  cost  and 
labor  required  to  do  so,  would  have  been  loss  rather  than 
profit.  The  evidence  indisputably  establishes  the  fact  that 
the  plaintiffisi,  who  are  experienced  farmers,  and  who,  from 
having  been  engaged  in  the  business  of  farming  for  many 
years  in  the  section  of  the  state  where  the  leased  lands  are 
situated,  must  be  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  methods  and 
requirements  of  successful  farming  in  that  locality,  unremit- 
tingly strove  to  cultivate  and  grow  crops  upon  the  property, 
as  they  agreed  to  do,  by  the  covenants  of  the  lease.  There 
was  no  sane  reason  why  they  should  not  have  done  so.  They 
had  equal  concern  with  the  defendants  in  the  success  of  the 
venture,  for  their  failure  because  of  negligence  or  for  any 
other  reason  within  their  control  to  make  the  business  prosper- 
ous and  profitable  could  not  result  otherwise,  quite  naturally, 
than  to  militate  against  their  own  welfare,  as  well  as  against 
that  of  the  defendants. 

We  have  carefully  consulted  all  the  authorities  cited  by 
counsel  for  appellants  as  sustaining  their  several  contentions, 
and  readily  concede  that  they  contain  declarations  of  sound 
law,  but  are  unable  to  perceive  their  application  to  the  facts 
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presented  in  the  case  at  bar.    We  can  find  no  reason  for  dis- 
turbing the  judgment  or  the  order. 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  foregoing  discussion,  the 
judgment  and  order  appealed  from  are  afSrmed* 

Burnett^  J.,  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.    No.  809.    Second  Appellate  Dlstriet.— Maj  28,  1907.] 

MOBEIS  HUEWITZ,  Respondent,  v.  S.  L.  GROSS,  Appel- 
lant. 

Action  tob  Breach  of  Contract — Sals  of  Land — ^Assxthption  oi 
Chattel  Mortgages — Claims  of  Defendant — Burden  of  Proof— 
Findings* — In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  of  eon* 
tract  hy  the  defendant,  in  consideration  of  a  sale  and  convejanc4 
•f  land  to  him  bj  the  plaintiff,  to  assume  and  paj  two  chatty 
mortgages  on  the  orange  crop  grooving  on  the  land  convejed  an<\ 
also  upon  plaintiff's  remaining  land,  where  the  defendant  bj  answer 
and  cross-complaint  alleged  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  entire 
erop  was  to  belong  to  defendant,  and  that  the  crop  taken  bj  the 
mortgagee  was  removed  bj  plaintiff  without  defendant's  eon- 
sent,  the  burden  of  proof  was  upon  the  defendant  to  prove  his 
allegations,  and  where  he  failed  to  do  so,  the  court  properly  found 
against  him  in  that  regard. 

Id. — SiNOLx  Causs  of  Action — ^Elements  of  Damage — ^Misjoinder 
not  Shown. — ^Where  the  complaint  counted  on  a  cause  of  action 
for  damages  for  breach  of  the  contract  in  an  aggregate  sum,  but 
divided  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  two  chattel  mortgages  assumed 
bj  defendant  into  two  elements  of  damage — ^the  first,  for  partial 
failure  of  the  consideration  of  the  eonvejance,  measured  by  the 
proceeds  of  oranges  belonging  to  plaintiff,  which  were  applied 
toward  payment  of  the  chattel  mortgages  so  assumed;  and  second, 
the  unpaid  balance  necessary  to  clear  plaintiff's  remaining  land 
from  the  lien  of  the  mortgages — ^it  states  but  one  cause  of  action 
for  breach  of  the  contract  to  plaintiff's  injury,  and  shows  no 
misjoinder  of  causes  of  action. 

Id. — ^Uncertainty  or  Ambiguity  not  Misleading. — ^Where  there  is  no 
uncertainty  or  ambiguity  which  could  mislead  the  defendant  Ib 
pleading  to  the  complaint,  a  demurrer  on  that  ground  waa  prop- 
erly overruled. 

lb. — Parties — ^Mortgagee. — The  mortj^agee  was  neither  a  necessary  nor 
a  proper  parl^  to  the  action   for   breach  of  tho  contrael 


Digitized  by 


Google 


May,  1907.]  Hubwitz  v.  Gross.  615 

bgr  the  defendant  with  the  plaintiff  to  assume  and  paj  off  the 
mortgages. 

Id. — Estoppel  of  Defendant — Assumption  of  Mobtgage  Made  by 
Third  Party— Direction  to  Mobtoaoee. — ^VHiere  the  larger  crop 
mortgage  was  executed  bj  a  third  party,  and  constituted  a  lien  on 
all  ef  plaintiff's  crops,  its  assumption  by  defendant,  in  eonsidera^ 
Hon  of  the  conveyance  of  land  to  him,  estopped  him  from  ques- 
tioning whether  plaintiff's  obligation  to  pay  it  waa  a  legal  or 
moral  one;  and  having  directed  the  mortgagee  to  apply  the  pro* 
eeeds  of  plaintiff's  oranges  to  its  payment,  he  is  estopped  to 
deny  the  validity  and  enforceability  of  the  obligation  against  plain- 
tiff's  demand  for  a  repayment  of  the  money  so  applied. 

Id. — Construction  of  Contract — ^Evidenob,  Purpose  anb  Ciroum« 
stances. — In  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  the  language  of  the 
contract,  evidence  showing  its  purpose  or  object,  and  the  eireum- 
stances  surrounding  its  execution,  was  admissible,  and  must  bo 
taken  into  consideration  in  its  construction. 

Id. — Evidence — ExHroiTS  and  Records  of  Corporation  Mortgagee — 
Identification. — Exhibits,  copies  of  account  sales  cheek  sheets 
of  the  corporation  mortgagee  showing  particulars  of  oranges  re- 
ceived and  sold  by  it  for  account  of  plaintiff,  also,  a  "ledger  sheet'' 
and  "weigher's  receiving  account  slip,"  all  of  which  were  identified 
as  original  papers  and  records  of  the  eorporation  by  their  proper 
eustodian,  were  admissible  in  evidence. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial 
W.  P.  James,  Judge. 

The  f  aets  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Herbert  Cutler  Brown,  and  George  H.  Moore,  for  Appel- 
lant 

Charles  L.  Batcheller,  and  Thomas  0.  Bidgway,  for  Re- 
spondent. 

TAQQART,  J. — ^This  is  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
failure  to  perform  an  agreement  to  assume  payment  of  two 
certain  chattel  mortgages.  Judgment  was  for  plaintiff,  and 
defendant  appeals  from  the  judgment  and  an  order  denying 
his  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Plaintiff,  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  January,  1905,  was  the 
owner  of  four  parcels  of  land  (designated  in  his  complaint 
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as  one^  two,  three  and  four,  respectively),  located  in  Los  An- 
geles county,  upon  which,  or  portions  of  which,  there  were 
growing  crops.  Against  these  lands  and  the  crops  thereon 
there  subsisted  four  mortgages;  two  against  the  lands  for 
$13,000  and  $5,000,  respectively,  and  two  against  the  growing 
crops,  dated  April  29, 1904,  and  August  15, 1904,  given  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  pronussory  notes  for  the  sum  of  $2,000 
and  $700,  respectively,  and  each  due  one  day  after  date. 
These  crop  mortgages  were  held  by  the  California  Citrus 
Union,  which,  at  the  request  of  plaintiff,  picked  and  removed 
of  said  mortgaged  crops,  before  January  19,  1905,  oranges 
belonging  to  plaintiff  of  the  net  value  of  $1,004.47,  as  deter- 
mined by  the  subsequent  sales  thereof  made  by  said  Citrus 
Union. 

On  January  19,  1905,  plaintiff  sold  to  defendant  parcels 
designated  as  one  and  two,  for  a  consideration  expressed  in 
the  "escrow  instructions"  as  follows:  **We  are  to  pay  Mr. 
Hurwitz  $2300  twenty-three  hundred  for  above  property  and 
assume  $13000.00  Mtg.  or  Tr.  deed  &  all  Int.  due,  &  assume 
$5000  Mtg.  or  Tr.  deed  &  Int  from  Jan.  20th  05  &  assume 
$2700  Chat.  Mtg.  &  all  Int.  from  Jan.  20,  -05.  HurwiU  to 
show  statements  from  last  2  mtgee's  that  said  int  is  paid  to 
said  date."  On  the  same  day  plaintiff,  in  execution  of  said 
agreement,  made  a  conveyance  to  defendant  of  parcels  1  and 
2,  wherein  was  contained  the  following  clause:  '^ Subject  to 
dl  incumbrances  now  of  record  against  said  property,  aU 
of  which  incumbrances  the  parties  of  the  second  part  assume 
and  agree  to  pay."  Defendant  complied  with  the  other  terms 
of  the  ''escrow,"  but  failed  to  pay  the  chattel  mortgages 
and  free  parcels  3  and  4  from  the  lien  thereof,  and  notified 
the  Citrus  Union  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  said  or- 
anges, picked  prior  to  January  19th,  to  the  payment  of  the 
indebtedness  secured  by  said  mortgages,  which  was  done. 

The  complaint  counts  on  a  cause  of  action  for  damages  for 
breach  of  contract,  and  fixes  the  amount  of  such  damages  at 
$2,700 — ^the  aggregate  of  the  principal  sums  of  said  two  chat- 
tel mortgages,  which  damages  are  divided  into  two  elements: 
The  first  ($1,213),  for  partial  failure  of  consideration  for  the 
conveyance  made  by  plaintiff  to  defendant,  being  measured 
by  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  oranges  belonging  to  plaintiff,  ap* 
plied  to  the  pa3rment  of  the  chattel  mortgages  by  the  Citrus 
Union  after  defendant  had  assumed  the  samej   and,  second 


Digitized  by 


Google 


May,  1907.]  Hubwitz  v.  Oboss.  617 

($1^87),  the  luipaid  balance  necessary  to  clear  said  third  and 
fourth  parcels  of  land,  retained  by  plaintiff,  from  the  lien 
of  said  chattel  mortg^ages. 

By  answer  and  cross-complaint  defendant  claimed  that 
plaintiff  agreed  that  the  entire  orange  crop  for  the  year  1904 
should  pass  by  the  conveyance  mentioned  in  the  complaint, 
and  that  plaintiff  removed  the  portion  of  said  orange  crop 
so  taken  by  the  Citms  Union  without  defendant's  knowledge 
or  consent.  No  evidence  was  introduced  on  this  issue,  and 
the  court  properly  found  against  the  contention  of  defendant 
in  this  regard.  The  burden  was  upon  defendant  to  establish 
his  allegations. 

While  there  are  two  elements  of  damage  specially  alleged 
in  the  complaint,  it  states  but  one  breach  of  contract,  and  but 
one  cause  of  action.  This  is  sufficiently  stated.  It  appears 
from  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  that  defendant  agreed 
to  dear  parcels  3  and  4  from  the  liens  of  the  chattel  mort- 
gages, and  to  assume  the  payment  thereof,  that  there  was  a 
sufficient  consideration  for  such  promise  or  agreement,  that 
he  failed  to  perform  his  agreement,  and  that  plaintiff  was 
injured  by  reason  of  such  failure.  The  cause  of  action  must 
not  be  confused  with  the  remedy  or  relief  sought.  (Frost  v. 
Witter,  132  Cal.  426,  [84  Am.  St.  Eep.  53,  64  Pac.  705].) 
This  view  of  the  complaint  disposes  of  the  errors  complained 
of  in  the  rulings  of  the  trial  court  upon  defendant's  demur- 
rer to  the  complaint  on  the  ground  of  misjoinder,  and  the 
motions  to  strike  out  and  to  sever  and  separately  state  the 
two  alleged  causes  of  action  which  it  was  contended  were 
misjoined  in  the  complaint.  The  special  demurrers  based 
upon  alleged  uncertainty  of  statement  of  ownership  and  other 
allegations  as  to  the  oranges  taken  by  the  Citrus  Union  and 
applied  to  the  pa3rment  of  the  indebtedness  secured  by  the 
chattel  mortgages  were  properly  overruled.  There  was  unnec- 
essary detail,  perhaps,  in  the  allegations  relating  to  this  ele- 
ment of  damage,  but  no  uncertainty  or  ambiguity  that  could 
mislead  the  defendant  in  pleading  to  the  complaint 

The  Citrus  Union  was  neither  a  necessary  nor  proper  party 
to  the  action.  It  had  a  right  under  its  contract  to  apply  the 
proceeds  of  the  orange  sales  to  the  indebtedness  due  it,  and 
plaintiff  could  not  recover  the  money  back  merely  because  he 
had  contracted  with  defendant  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  mort- 
gages, and  the  latter  had  failed  to  do  so.    Plaintiff's  only  right 


Digitized  by 


Google 


618  HuBwiTZ  V.  Gross.  [5  CaL  App. 

of  action  was  against  defendant  for  the  breach  of  his  con- 
tract. 

The  crop  mortgage  for  $2,000  given  by  Gk>re  constituted  a 
lien  upon  all  of  plaintiff's  crops,  and  its  assumption  by  de- 
fendant was  made  a  part  of  the  consideration  for  the  convey- 
ance to  him.  He  cannot  now  question  whether  plaintiff's  obli- 
gation to  pay  it  was  a  legal  or  moral  one.  (Hartmg  v.  Clark, 
138  Cal.  668,  [72  Pac.  149].)  Plaintiff  treated  it  as  a  bind- 
ing obligation,  and  so  did  defendant  when  he  directed  the 
Citrus  Union  to  apply  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  plaintiff's  or- 
anges to  its  payment,  and  also  later,  when  he  paid  the  bal- 
ance due  thereon  to  the  Citrus  Union.  Having  directed  the 
application  of  plaintiff's  money  to  its  payment,  he  is  estopped 
to  deny  the  validity  and  enforceability  of  the  obligation 
against  plaintiff's  demand  for  a  repayment  of  the  money  so 
applied. 

The  construction  of  the  contract  by  the  trial  court  was  cor- 
rect. In  ascertaining  what  is  meant  by  the  language  used  in 
a  written  instrument,  the  object  in  view  and  the  circumstances 
surrounding  its  execution  must  be  taken  into  consideration. 
(Neale  v.  Morrow,  150  Cal.  414,  [88  Pac.  815].)  Taking  the 
contract  here  under  consideration  by  the  four  comers,  and 
reading  it  with  the  eyes  of  those  who  made  it,  by  the  light, 
and  under  the  circumstances,  which  surrounded  its  execution 
(Walsh  V.  Hill,  38  Cal.  487),  we  see  that  plaintiff  had  four 
parcels  of  land  encumbered  with  mortgages;  that  defendant 
agreed,  in  consideration  of  the  conveyance  to  him  of  two  of 
the  parcels,  to  assume  the  payment  of  all  the  liens  on  the  four 
parcels  and  pay  the  plaintiff  $2,300.  The  consideration  to 
plaintiff  then  was  the  clearing  of  parcels  3  and  4  from  the 
mortgage  liens  and  the  $2,300  cash  in  hand.  The  oranges 
severed  from  the  land  prior  to  the  sale  were  the  property  of 
plaintiff.  The  amount  of  the  crop  mortgages,  ascertained  on 
the  face  of  the  agreement,  was  $2,700.  This  amount  was  fixed 
as  the  liability  of  defendant,  by  the  contract,  and  the  plain- 
tiff was  required  to  pay  the  interest  thereon  to  the  date  of 
sale.  This  construction  of  the  ''escrow"  and  the  clause  in 
the  conveyance  justifies  the  conclusions  reached  by  the  trial 
court  The  evidence  introduced  warrants  the  findings  of  the 
court,  and  justified  it  in  denying  the  defendant's  motion  for 
A  nonsuit. 
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A  careful  consideration  of  the  errors  assigned  in  connection 
with  the  admission  of  evidence  discloses  no  prejudicial  error. 

A  number  of  exhibits,  copies  of  account  sales  check  sheets 
of  the  California  Citrus  Union  showing  particulars  of  oranges 
received  from,  and  sold  for  and  on  account  of,  M.  Hurwitz, 
were  admitted  in  evidence  over  the  objections  of  defendant. 
These  were  identified  by  the  employees  of  the  company  in 
whose  custody  they  were,  who  testified  that  they  were  the 
original  sheets  received  from  the  district  agent  at  the  Covina 
office,  the  place  at  which  the  oranges  were  received  and  from 
which  the  shipments  purported  to  have  been  made;  that  the 
witness  did  not  make  the  entries ;  they  were  not  made  in  his 
presence,  and  that  he  had  no  information  as  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  district  agent  who  made  them.  The  district  agent 
at  Covina  testified  that  the  transactions  took  place  during 
his  predecessor's  incumbency;  that  he  knew  nothing  of  the 
transactions  to  which  they  referred  except  as  to  the  custom 
of  making  such  records ;  that  he  received  them  from  his  pred- 
ecessor as  records  of  the  office;  that  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  agent  in  whose  handwriting  they  were  and  with  his  hand- 
writing, and  that  they  were  in  his  handwriting. 

A  ** ledger  sheet"  and  ** Weigher's  Receiving  Account  Slip" 
were  also  admitted  in  evidence  over  the  objections  of  defend- 
ant These  were  identified  by  the  chief  clerk  in  the  office  of 
the  Citrus  Union  as  original  records  from  that  office.  He 
also  stated  that  the  bookkeeper  who  kept  the  book  showing  the 
account  of  Mr.  Hurwitz  was  no  longer  in  the  employ  of  the 
company,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  in  Arizona.  The 
witness  testified  that  the  ''ledger  sheet"  introduced  was  the 
original  card  showing  the  only  account  kept  with  the  chattel 
mortgages  in  question,  and  showed  all  the  entries  in  relation 
thereto  and  all  the  credits  given  thereon. 

A  number  of  questions  were  asked  of  these  witnesses  as  to 
the  matters  displayed  upon  the  records  so  introduced,  all  of 
which  were  objected  to  by  defendant,  and  his  objections  were 
overruled,  the  trial  judge  stating  in  explanation  of  his  rul- 
ings in  this  regard  at  one  time  that  it  might  be  understood  that 
the  witness  made  none  of  the  entries,  had  no  knowledge  of 
the  facts  about  which  he  was  testifying,  but  that  he  had 
received  the  instruments,  whose  contents  he  was  repeating,  as 
records  of  the  office  which  it  was  the  custom  of  the  company 
to  keep,  in  the  custody  of  the  employee  filling  the  podtioa 
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which  the  testifying  witness  did.  The  court,  hj  its  remarki 
in  some  instances,  expressly  distinguished  between  the  state- 
ment of  a  fact  known  to  the  witness  and  the  statement  of 
matters  appearing  on  the  records  introduced,  and  permitted 
the  witness  to  state  the  latter.  In  one  instance  at  least,  where 
the  question  called  for  that  which  it  was  apparent  from  the 
question  the  witness  could  only  answer  from  the  record  the 
court  directed  the  witness:  ''He  can  state  whether  there  is 
any  record  of  any  such  payment,  regardless  of  whether  fhey 
existed  in  fact.'' 

Questions  relating  to  the  correctness  and  accuracy  of  books 
■ought  to  be  introduced  in  evidence  have  generally  arisen  in 
cases  where  the  books  are  introduced  on  behalf  of  the  party 
keeping  them,  and  are  in  the  nature  of  self-prepared  and 
self-serving  declarations.  They  were  permitted  to  be  intro- 
duced at  common  law  only  because  the  party  could  not  tes- 
tify in  his  own  behalf,  and  when  parties  to  an  action  were 
first  permitted  to  testify,  it  was  held  by  some  of  the  courts 
that  the  books  of  a  party  could  no  longer  be  admitted  in  evi- 
dence. {Roche  V.  Ware,  71  Cal.  377,  [60  Am.  Rep.  539,  12 
Pac.  284].)  Books  of  account  so  belonging  to  the  parties  to 
the  litigation  are  said  to  be  in  the  nature  of  secondary  or  sup- 
plementary evidence  of  the  facts  therein  stated  {BuskneU  y. 
Simpson,  119  Cal.  661,  [51  Pac.  1080]),  but  have  been  held 
admissible,  when  preliminary  proof  has  been  made,  to  sup- 
port a  claim  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person  where 
the  claimant  cannot  be  a  witness  to  testify  to  his  own  dainL 
(Cowdery  v.  McChesney,  124  Cal.  363,  [57  Pac  221] ;  City 
8av.  Bank  v.  Enos,  135  Cal.  172,  [67  Pac.  52].)  The  ques- 
tion  of  who  may  make  the  preliminary  proof  and  the  limita- 
tions upon  the  parties*  testimony  in  such  cases  appears  to 
be  still  open  to  discussion  in  this  state.  (Stuart  y.  Lord,  138 
Cal.  677,  [72  Pac.  142].)  In  White  v.  Whitney,  82  Cal.  166, 
[22  Pac.  1138],  the  rule  is  adopted  from  Wharton  on  Evi- 
dence, that  ''a  tradesman's  book  of  original  entries  is,  in 
most  jurisdictions,  received  in  evidence  as  prima  facie  proof, 
when  supported  by  the  tradesman's  oath,"  and  cases  in  this 
state  are  cited  which,  it  is  said,  sanction,  although  they  do  not 
expressly  declare,  this  rule. 

We  think,  however,  that  a  different  rule  should  be  applied 
to  the  books  here  under  consideration  from  that  which  is  ap- 
plied to  the  books  of  a  party  to  the  litigation  producing  them 
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to  serve  his  own  purposes  and  aid  his  own  claim.  The  ex- 
hibits here  admitted  are  the  records  of  the  business  transac- 
ti<ms  of  a  corporation  required  hj  law  to  be  kept  by  all  cor- 
porations for  profit  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  377.)  They  consti- 
tute the  ''memory''  of  the  transactions  of  the  corporations. 
Having  been  produced  as  the  regularly  kept  and  original 
books  of  the  corporation,  identified  as  such  by  their  proper 
custodians,  they  are  admissible  in  evidence.  (City  8av.  Bank 
v.  Enos,  185  Cal.  172,  [67  Pac.  52].)  The  exhibits  were,  there- 
fore, entitled  to  be  admitted  upon  the  preliminary  proof 
given. 

The  practice  followed  by  the  trial  judge  in  permitting  the 
witnesses  who  were  merely  custodians  of  the  record,  without 
pretense  of  knowledge  as  to  the  transactions  recorded,  to 
read  from  the  record  in  response  to  direct  questions  as  to  the 
fact,  is  one  much  pursued  by  some  trial  judges  where  the 
case  is  tried  without  a  jury.  Such  a  practice  is  open  to  abuse, 
and  should  be  pursued  with  great  caution.  Deductions  made 
by  bookkeepers  greatly  aid  the  court  and  materially  reduce 
its  labors,  but  in  the  statement  of  the  record  as  a  fact,  if  not 
confined  to  a  literal  reading  of  the  record,  the  witness'  own 
inferences  are  liable  to  creep  in  and  a  wrong  interpretation 
of  the  writing  be  thus  had. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  record  discloses  no  statements 
of  witnesses  so  testifying  to  what  the  record  contained  which 
do  not  appear  in  the  exhibits,  except,  perhaps,  one  or  two 
answers  to  questions  as  to  what  the  books  did  not  show, 
which  were  competent  and  relevant  questions  in  themselves. 
The  exhibits  being  prima  facie  evidence,  and  no  attack  be- 
ing made  upon  their  correctness,  we  cannot  see  that  appel- 
lant was  prejudiced  by  the  rulings  of  the  court  in  permitting 
these  questions  to  be  asked  and  answers  to  be  given.  All  the 
evidence  relating  to  the  Citrus  Union's  books  merely  tended 
to  increase  or  diminish  one  branch  of  the  damage  alleged  by  a 
corresponding  decrease  or  increase  of  the  other  branch.  Two 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars  were  necessary  to  release 
tracts  8  and  4  from  the  lien  of  the  chattel  mortgages.  To 
the  extent  that  plaintiff's  oranges  were  used  to  pay  this  sum 
he  was  entitled  to  recover  from  defendant,  and  to  the  ex- 
tent that  the  defendant  failed  to  pay  the  mortgages  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  compel  him  to  do  so  or  pay  the  amount  nec- 
essary for  this  purpose.    It  was  immaterial  to  defendant  upon 
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which  branch  he  was  required  to  pay,  and  the  books  of  the 
Citrus  Union  only  determined  into  which  pocket  of  plaintiff 
the  money  should  go,  to  reimburse  him  for  his  oranges  taken 
or  to  clear  his  land  from  the  lien  against  it.  Conceding 
that  some,  or  all,  of  the  evidence  relating  to  the  books  of 
the  Citrus  Union  was  improperly  admitted,  the  defendant 
was  not  prejudiced  thereby. 

No  error  appearing  in  the  record,  the  judgment  and  order 
appealed  from  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  July  27, 1907. 


[GIt.    No.  862.    Second  Appellate  District.— Maj  28,  1007.] 

JOHN  L.  BOHN,  Administrator  of  Estate  of  PETER  BOHN, 
Deceased,  Appellant,  v.  PACIFIC  ELECTKIO  RAIL- 
WAT  CO.,  Respondent 

Action  pob  DEi.TH — ^Nonsuit  at  Close  of  Evidence — Contmbutoet 
Neglioenoe — Constitutional  Law — Jurt  Trial. — In  an  action 
for  death,  where  it  clearly  appeared  at  the  close  of  all  of  the 
eyidence  for  both  parties  that  the  deceased  was  guilty  of  contribn- 
tory  negligence,  and  that  if  the  case  had  been  submitted  to  the 
jury  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  a  nonsuit  was  properly  granted.  Such  action  of  the 
court  was  not  violative  of  the  constitutional  right  of  trial  by  juiy. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County  denying  a  new  triaL  Charles  Monroe, 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courtp 

Kendrick,  Knott  &  Ardis,  for  Appellant 

Bicknell,  Gibson,  Trask,  Dunn  &  Crutcher,  and  Norman  8. 
Sterry,  for  Respondent 
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SHAWy  J. — The  defendant  owned  and  operated  an  electric 
railway  line  running  from  the  city  of  Los  Angeles  through 
the  town  of  Compton  to  Long  Beach.  It  appears  without 
conflict  in  the  evidence  that  on  September  12,  1904,  the  de- 
fendant was  running  a  car  at  the  usual  rate  of  speed  north 
on  Wilmington  street  in  said  town  of  Compton,  and  when 
approaching  Main  street,  which  crosses  said  Wilmington  street, 
one  Peter  Bohn  appeared  in  a  vehicle,  to  which  was  hitched  a 
team  of  horses  which  he  was  driving  south  along  said  Wil- 
mington street  parallel  with  and  on  the  west  side  of  defend- 
ant's tracks.  The  car,  running  at  a  speed  of  fifteen  to  twenty 
miles  per  hour,  which  was  not  in  excess  of  the  usual  speed, 
was  approaching  the  crossing  at  which  there  was  a  sign,  ''Rail- 
road, Look  out  for  the  Cars,"  and  its  approach  was  in  plain 
view  of  said  Peter  Bohn;  the  usual  signal  whistle  was  given 
and  the  gong  was  kept  going.  There  was  nothing  in  Bohn's 
manner  which  indicated  that  he  contemplated  trying  to  cross 
the  track  until  the  car  had  reached  a  point  about  sixty  to 
ninety  feet  from  the  crossing,  when  he  suddenly  turned  his 
horses  upon  the  track,  with  the  result  that  a  collision  oc- 
eurred,  in  which  said  Peter  Bohn  was  killed.  His  admin- 
istrator sues  for  damages. 

At  the  close  of  plaintiff's  evidence  defendant  moved  for  a 
nonsuit,  which  was  denied.  Defendant  then  introduced  its 
evidence  and  renewed  its  motion  for  a  nonsuit,  which  motion 
the  court  granted,  and  judgment  was  entered  for  defendant. 
Plaintiff's  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  denied,  and  he  appeals 
from  that  order. 

The  error  assigned  is  the  order  granting  the  motion  for 
nonsuit. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  the  deceased  was  not  guilty  of  gross 
negligence,  as  he  clearly  was,  but  it  is  contended  that  the 
motorneer  in  charge  of  said  car  saw  the  deceased  upon  the 
track  in  time  to  have  stopped  the  car,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  he  could  have  stopped  the  ear  after  he  saw 
the  danger  to  which  said  deceased  was  exposed  by  reason  of 
his  position. 

Appellant  contends  that  the  action  of  the  court  in  granting 
the  motion  was  in  violation  of  section  2101  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  and  section  7,  article  I  of  the  constitution 
of  this  state,  which  provides:  **The  right  of  trial  by  jury 
shall  be  secured  to  all,  and  remain  inviolate.''    like  eoostito- 
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tional  provisions  are  contained  in  the  organio  law  of  every 
state  in  the  Union;  yet,  notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  courts 
of  last  resort  recognize  the  right  of  the  trial  judge  in  proper 
cases  to  direct  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  or  to  grant 
a  nonsuit.  The  practice  has  from  the  earliest  date  in  the 
history  of  this  state  received  judicial  sanction.  In  Ringgold 
V.  Haven,  1  Cal.  115,  the  court  sajrs:  "If,  therefore,  upon  a 
given  state  of  facts,  a  court  would  be  obliged  to  set  aside 
a  verdict  of  the  jury  as  against  the  evidence,  we  see  no  rea- 
son or  propriety  in  submitting  such  facts  to  them  for  their 
consideration.  When  their  determination  will  be  a  nullity, 
why  compel  them  to  deliberate!  Such  a  course  is  neither 
creditable  to  the  law,  nor  complimentary  to  the  jury."  This 
language  was  cited  with  approval  in  Mateer  v.  Broivn,  1  CaL 
221,  [52  Am.  Dec.  303] ;  and  again  in  Oeary  v.  Simmons,  39 
Cal.  224,  the  court  says:  "A  court  is  justified  in  granting 
defendant's  motion  for  nonsuit,  after  the  evidence  on  both 
sides  has  been  heard,  in  a  case  where,  if  the  motion  had  been 
denied  and  a  verdict  found  for  plaintiff,  it  would  have  been 
set  aside  as  not  supported  by,  but  contrary  to,  the  evidence." 
In  Fox  V.  Southern  Pacific  Co.,  95  Cal.  234,  [30  Pac.  384], 
a  second  motion  for  nonsuit  was  made  and  granted  after 
all  the  evidence  was  in.  In  reviewing  this  ruling  the  court 
says:  "Practically,  therefore,  the  real  question  in  the  case 
at  bar  is  whether  or  not  the  court  abused  its  discretion  in 
holding  that  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  support  the  ver- 
dict; and  it  is  clear  to  us,  from  an  examination  of  the  evi- 
dence, that  this  question  must  be  answered  in  the  negative." 
To  the  same  effect  is  Vanderford  v.  Foster,  65  Cal.  49,  [2  Pac, 
736],  and  Fagundes  v.  Central  Pacific  R.  R.  Co.,  79  Cal.  97. 
[21  Pac.  437] .  In  Estate  of  Morey,  147  Cal.  495,  [82  Pac.  57], 
the  court  in  discussing  a  similar  question  says:  "With  regard 
to  the  granting  of  a  motion  for  nonsuit  made  at  the  close  of  the 
evidence  for  plaintiff  and  defendant,  the  rule  seems  to  be 
well  established  that  the  trial  court  has  discretion,  and  that 
it  is  not  error  to  grant  the  motion  where,  upon  all  the  evi- 
dence, it  is  clear  that  if  a  jury  should  bring  in  a  verdict 
against  the  defendant  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  set 
it  aside  and  order  a  new  trial."  To  the  same  effect  is  Es- 
tate of  Dole,  147  Cal.  188,  [81  Pac.  634].  Nor  is  the  prac- 
tice confined  to  this  state.  Quoting  from  Cooper  v.  Waldron^ 
50  Me.  81:  "When  in  any  case  it  is  clear  that  upon  the  evi- 
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dence  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  cannot  stand,  that  in  the  end 
judgment  must  be  rendered  for  the  defendant,  what  good 
reason  can  be  assigned  for  submitting  the  case  to  the  jury? 
If  their  verdict  is  right,  nothing  is  gained;  and  if  it  should 
happen  to  be  wrong,  it  must  be  set  aside.  To  withhold  a  case 
from  the  jury  is  no  greater  interference  than  to  set  aside 
their  verdict  To  set  aside  their  verdict  impliedly  impeaches 
either  their  intelligence  or  their  integrity,  and  tends  to  les- 
sen public  confidence  in  the  usefulness  of  the  institution.  •  •  • 
If  the  presiding  judge  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  facts  ad- 
mitted or  clearly  established  are  not  sufficient  to  prove  a 
want  of  probable  cause,  he  must  either  nonsuit  the  plaintiff 
or  direct  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  defendant  The 
better  course  is  for  the  judge  to  nonsuit  the  plaintiff,  for  it  is 
idle  to  submit  to  the  jury  a  question  that  can  be  answered 
in  only  one  way."  And  in  Reed  v.  Inhabitants,  8  Allen,  522, 
the  court  held:  ''Where  the  whole  evidence  introduced  by 
the  plaintiff,  if  believed  by  the  jury,  is  so  insufficient  to  sup- 
port a  verdict  that  the  court  would  not  permit  one  to  stand, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct  the  jury,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  that  there  is  not  sufficient  evidence  to  warrant  a  verdict 
for  plaintiff.'* 

''Judges  are  no  longer  required  to  submit  a  ease  to  the 
jury  merely  because  some  evidence  has  been  introduced  by 
the  party  having  the  burden  of  proof,  unless  the  evidence  be 
of  such  a  character  as  that  it  would  warrant  the  jury  to 
proceed  in  finding  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  party  introducing 
such  evidence. '*  (Byrd  v.  Southern  Express  Co.,  139  N.  C. 
273,  [51  S.  E.  851].) 

"There  is  in  every  case  a  preliminary  question,  whieh  is 
one  of  law,  namely:  Whether  there  is  any  evidence  upon 
which  the  jury  could  properly  find  the  verdict  for  the  party 
on  whom  the  onus  of  proof  lies.  If  there  is  not,  the  judge 
ought  to  withdraw  the  question  from  the  jury  and  direct  a 
nonsuit,  if  the  onus  is  on  the  plaintiff,  or  direct  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  if  the  onus  is  on  the  defendant"  The  above 
is  the  English  role  as  expressed  by  Mr.  Justice  Willes  in 
Rider  v.  WombM,  L.  B.  4  Ex.  38,  and  the  same  rule  obtains 
in  practically  all  of  the  states  of  the  Union.  Measured  by 
this  role,  the  question  before  us  is  one  solely  of  an  abuse  of 
discretion  by  the  trial  court;  and  upon  the  evidence  as  dis- 
i  CaL  App.— 40 
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closed  by  the  record  we  are  firmly  convinced  there  was  no 
abuse  of  discretion  on  the  part  of  the  court  in  making  the 
order  of  which  appellant  complains.  The  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  the  allegation  that  the  motorman  operating  the  car 
could,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  have  stopped  the  car 
after  he  had  become  aware  of  the  dangerous  position  occupied 
by  deceased,  is  not  only  meager,  but  of  a  character  entitling 
it  to  little,  if  any,  weight.  Had  the  case  been  submitted  to 
the  jury  and  a  verdict  for  plaintiff  followed,  it  is  clear  that 
it  would  have  been  the  duty  of  the  court  to  have  set  the  same 
aside  and  ordered  a  new  trial.  Under  such  conditions,  no 
good  purpose  could  be  subserved  by  submitting  the  case  to 
the  jury.  The  same  object  is  accomplished  by  a  shorter  legal 
route  in  ordering  a  nonsuit  As  said  in  Estate  of  Morey,  147 
Cal.  495,  [82  Pac.  57],  the  practice  is  only  justified  in  very 
clear  cases,  and  where  there  is  even  an  approach  to  a  sub- 
stantial conflict  in  the  evidence,  the  issue  should  be  left  with 
the  jury. 

The  right  of  the  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict  which  is  unwar- 
ranted by  the  evidence  is  beyond  question.  We  are  unable  to 
perceive  any  constitutional  distinction  between  the  exercise 
of  such  right  and  the  right  to  order  a  nonsuit  in  a  proper  case 
at  the  close  of  the  evidence.  There  was  no  abuse  of  discre- 
tion in  granting  the  motion  for  nonsuit,  and  the  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial  is  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[CiT.    No.  842.    Second  Appellate  District.— lifay  28,  1907.] 

D.  P.  DONEGAN,  Respondent,  v.  H.  K.  HOUSTON,  and 
D.  0.  WILSON,  AppeUants. 

Assumpsit— WoBK  and  Labor  Done— Exscuted  €k>NTBAO!r — ^Plvad- 
UXQ, — ^A  complaint  to  recover  for  work  and  labor  done  in  grading 
and  excavating  for  the  defendants,  within  two  years,  for  which 
they  agreed  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  a  specified  sum,  is  in  effect 
an  indebitattu  assumpsit  count  at  common  law.  Such  pleading 
is  allowable  under  our  code;  and  its  use  carries  with  it  the  gen- 
eral rule  applicable  to  such  counts. 
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Jj>4 — Omission  or  Usual  Avsbmemts — Iicflied  Ck>N8iDiRA.TioN  ans 
pBOMisx. — Though  the  complaint  lacks  the  ordinarj  ayerments  of 
indebtedness,  and  that  the  services  were  rendered  at  defendant's 
request,  yet  these  averments  are  nnnecessarj  when  the  consideration 
as  well  as  the  promise  are  implied  from  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
aetion   declared   npon. 

ID«— DiSTiMOT  Debts  Under  Dipfebemt  Conteagts.— Under  an  in- 
dehitatiu  assumpsit  count,  several  distinct  debts  due  in  respect  of 
different  contracts  not  under  seal  of  the  same  or  different  nature, 
as  demands  for  work,  and  debts  for  goods,  money  lent,  etc,  might 
always  be  included  in  one  count  of  this  description,  and  whatever 
is  due  may  be  recovered  thereunder.  It  is  not  necessary  to  declare 
specially,  however  special  the  agreement  may  have  been,  when  plain- 
tiff has  performed  the  terms  and  the  remuneration  was  to  be  in 
money. 

iDd^EXPEESS   AND   ImPUSD    OONTRAOTS— <j(KADING   ASTD   EZTRA   WOSK— 

Accounts  Stated — ^Items. — The  plaintiff  may  recover  in  one  count 
nnder  an  executed  express  contract  for  grading  completed,  and 
also  under  an  implied  contract  for  extra  work,  as  together  con- 
stituting the  whole  indebtedness  due,  and  where  an  account  was 
stated  for  the  whole  indebtedness,  the  law  implies  a  promise  to 
pay  it.  It  was  not  necessary  to  plead  any  of  the  items  from  which 
the  result  was  obtained,  the  only  remedy  of  the  defendants  being 
to  demand  a  bill  of  particulars  under  section  464  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure. 

Id. — ^Pleading — Issue  Undee  Iicpusd  Averment— Waiveb  or  Engi- 
neer's GERTincATE — ^Unjust  and  Fraudulent  Detention — Per- 
sonal Quarrel. — The  issue  as  to  whether  there  was  a  waiver  of  the 
engineer's  certificate  required  of  the  plaintiff  was  properly  tried 
by  the  court,  under  the  implied  allegation  that  the  contract  was 
fully  executed  and  performed,  and  that  nothing  remained  but  to 
pay  the  money  agreed.  The  plaintiff  might,  without  express  plead- 
ing, prove  that  the  engineer's  certificate  was  unjustly  and  fraudu- 
lently detained,  without  warrant,  owing  to  a  personal  quarreL 

ID«— Findings  Within  Pleadings — Support  bt  Evidence.— Held,  that 
all  the  findings  for  plaintiff  are  within  the  pleadings,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  sufficient  evidence.  The  weight  of  the  evidence  will 
not  be  considered  where  there  is  a  substantial  conflict  therein. 

Id. — Objections  to  Complaint  Cured  bt  Issues  Under  Defend- 
ant's Pleadings. — Where  aU  of  the  issues  which  it  is  claimed  the 
complaint  should  have  tendered  were  set  forth  by  the  answer,  coun- 
terclaim and  cross-complaint  of  the  defendants  and  issues  joined 
thereon  by  plaintiff's  answer  thereto,  any  objections  to  the  insuffi- 
eieney  of  the  complaint  are  thereby  waived  and  cured;  and  where 
the  case  was  tried  and  findings  made  for  plaintiffs  upon  the 
tendered  by  defendant's  pleadings,  the  judgment  cannot  be 
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nrwtw&A  beeaixse  of  the  objections  made  to  tha  eomplaint,  «r«B 
if  it  bo  eoneoded  that  thoy  wero  tenable. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  N. 
P.  Conrey,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Buss  Avery,  for  Appellants. 

H.  L.  Dunnigan,  Haas,  Oarret  &  Dunnigan,  and  Charles 
H.  McFarlandy  for  Respondent 

TAGGABT,  J. — ^This  is  an  action  to  recover  for  grading 
and  excavating  done  by  plaintiff  for  defendants  on  fifteen 
acres  of  land  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles.  Judgment  was  for 
plaintiff  and  defendants  appeal  from  the  judgment  and  order 
denying  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  alleges  the  cause  of  action  in  the  following 
language:  ''Now  comes  the  plaintiff  and  says  that  within  the 
last  two  years  past,  he  did  grading  and  excavating  for  the 
defendants,  for  which  they  agreed  to  pay  him  the  sum  of  six 
thousand  one  hundred  seventy-three  dollars." 

By  answer,  counterclaim  and  cross-complaint  defendants 
set  out  a  special  contract  in  writing  between  plaintlT  and 
defendants,  under  which,  it  is  alleged,  all  the  grading  and 
excavating  involved  in  this  action  was  done  by  plaintiff.  By 
the  terms  of  this  contract  the  grading  was  to  be  done  to  the 
satisfaction  of  one  S.  O.  Wood,  civil  engineer,  and  be  tes- 
tified to  by  his  certificate  in  writing.  It  is  alleged  that  plain- 
tiff failed  to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract  in  time,  or  at 
all,  was  unable  to  procure  the  certificate  of  the  engineer,  and 
abandoned  the  work  and  failed  to  complete  it;  that  defend- 
ants were  compelled  to  expend  certain  sums  in  finishing  por- 
tions of  the  work,  and  suffered  certain  alleged  damages  by 
reason  of  the  delay  and  failure  of  plaintiff  to  complete  the 
grading  according  to  contract 

The  plaintiff's  answer  to  the  latter  pleadings  denies  each 
and  all  the  allegations  mentioned,  and  the  findings  of  the 
court  expressly,  or  in  effect,  negative  them  all.  The  court 
also  finds  that  plaintiff  performed  work  in  grading  and  ex- 
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cavating  for  the  defendants,  and  that  they  agreed  to  pay 
him  therefor  as  alleged  in  the  complaint.  That  all  the  work 
done  by  plaintiff  was  done  on  the  property  described  in  de- 
fendants' pleadings,  but  that  it  was  not  all  done  under  the 
contract  pleaded  therein.  The  court  does  not  segregate  the 
amount  due  for  work  under  the  contract  from  that  due  for 
other  work,  but  finds  there  is  now  due  to  plaintiff  from  de- 
fendants $2,019  with  interest,  and  the  judgment  is  for  that 
amount. 

Appellants  present  their  case  on  appeal  as  if  the  plaintiff 
had  brought  his  action  on  the  contract,  and  attempted  to  in- 
troduce evidence  to  excuse  his  failure  to  secure  the  certificate 
from  the  engineer  without  an  allegation  in  his  pleading  to 
support  it.  They  also  contend  that  for  this  same  reason  the 
pleading  does  not  support  the  finding  of  the  court  that  '4t 
is  not  true  that  the  grading  was  not  done  in  a  workmanlike 
manner  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  engineer  or  defend- 
ants or  either  of  them"  (following  the  language  of  the  al- 
legation in  defendants'  pleadings). 

It  is  further  contended  that  the  extra  work  testified  to  by 
plaintiff  should  have  been  excluded  from  the  judgment  be- 
cause it  could  only  be  supported  by  a  pleading  counting  on 
a  quantum  meruit,  and  Uiere  was  and  is  no  such  count  in 
the  complaint.  No  attack  is  made  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the 
complaint,  by  demurrer  or  otherwise,  and  no  objections  were 
taken  to  the  testimony  introduced  and  no  exceptions  preserved 
to  the  improper  admission  or  exclusion  of  evidence. 

There  are  seventeen  specifications  of  insufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence to  justify  the  decision,  nine  of  errors  of  law,  occurring 
during  the  trial,  assigned  (all  of  which  relate  to  the  findings 
of  the  court),  and  eight  particulars  in  which  the  decision  ia 
said  to  be  against  law.  Most,  if  not  all,  these  specifications, 
errors  and  particulars  pass  out  of  consideration  upon  ascer- 
taining and  determining  the  character  of  plaintiff's  action, 
and  appl3ring  the  rule  that  this  court  will  not  look  into  the 
weight  of  the  evidence  supporting  a  finding  if  there  be  a  sub- 
stantial confiict  in  the  evidence. 

The  complaint  here  is,  in  effeet,  an  indebitatus  assumpsit 
count  at  common  law,  and  declares  upon  an  executed  con- 
tract. While  it  lacks  the  ordinary  allegations  of  indebtedness 
and  that  the  services  were  rendered  at  defendants'  request 
(Estee's  Pleadings  [Boone],  4th  ed.,  sees.  905,  912),  these 
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averments  are  tmnecessary  when  the  consideration  as  well  as 
the  promise  are  implied  from  the  nature  of  the  transaction 
declared  on.  {McFarland  v.  Holcomb,  123  Cal.  86,  [55  Pac. 
761].) 

Such  pleading  is  allowable  under  our  code  {FarweU  v.  Mur- 
ray, 104  Cal.  464,  [38  Pac.  199] ;  Pleasant  v.  Samuels,  114 
Cal.  37,  [45  Pac.  998]),  and  its  use  carries  with  it  the  gen- 
eral rule  applicable  to  such  counts.  {Castagnino  ▼.  Balletta, 
82  Cal.  258,  [23  Pac.  127].)  It  is  said  in  Chitty  on  Pleading, 
•page  343  et  seq.:  ''Several  distinct  debts  due  in  respect  of 
different  contracts  not  under  seal,  of  the  same  or  a  different 
nature,  as  demands  for  work,  and  debts  for  goods,  moneys 
lent,  etc.,  might  always  be  included  in  one  count  of  this  de- 
scription; and  the  plaintiff  would  succeed  pro  ianio,  though 
he  only  prove  one  of  such  contracts.  •  •  .  Under  an  indelita- 
tus  count  the  plaintiff  may  recover  what  may  be  due  to  him 
although  no  specific  price  or  sum  was  agreed  upon  (the  prom- 
ise being  implied),  and  therefore  it  has  been  observed  that 
the  quantum  meruit  and  quantum  valebat  counts  are  in  no 
case  necessary,  and  should  in  many  cases  be  omitted  to  pre- 
vent unnecessary  prolixity  and  expense.  •  .  .  However  special 
the  agreement  was  .  •  •  and  the  terms  of  it  have  been  per- 
formed on  the  plaintiff's  part  and  the  remuneration  was  to 
be  in  money,  it  is  not  necessary  to  declare  specially,  the  com- 
mon indebitatus  count  is  sufficient  "    (*p.  348). 

The  plaintiff  testified,  and  he  is  corroborated  by  his  fore- 
man, that  he  fully  completed  the  grading  and  excavating  ac- 
cording to  his  contract,  the  court  so  finds,  and  a  case  was 
made  that  justified  such  a  pleading.  Had  he  failed  to  sus- 
tain the  burden  of  proving  a  completed  contract  his  case  must 
liave  failed  as  to  any  work  done  under  the  contract;  and, 
without  a  quantum  meruit  or  other  count  to  support  a  judg- 
ment upon  a  part  performance,  he  could  have  recovered  noth- 
ing. The  express  promise  as  to  the  work  done  under  the 
executed  special  contract  and  the  implied  promise  as  to  the 
extra  work  could  be  declared  on  in  the  one  count,  since  they 
together  constituted  the  indebtedness  due  from  defendants 
to  plaintiff  upon  contracts  that  were  fully  executed.  The  in- 
debtedness had  become  a  single  claim  for  money  due  for  grad- 
ing and  excavating.  The  rule  here  is  similar  to  the  one  ap- 
plied to  the  more  familiar  form  of  common  count,  an  account 
stated.    All  the  items  and  transactions  preceding  the  stating 
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of  the  account  become  merged  in  the  one  account  stated.  The 
law  implies  a  promise  to  pay  this,  and  permits  an  action  to 
be  brought  upon  the  single  sum  ascertained  to  be  due,  with- 
out pleading  any  of  the  items  or  transactions  from  which 
the  result  was  obtained.  If  defendants  had  desired  to  ascer- 
tain the  items  of  the  claim,  they  could  have  obtained  them 
under  the  provisions  of  section  454  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure.    (Farwell  v.  Murray,  104  Cal.  464,  [38  Pac.  199].) 

The  issue  as  to  whether  or  not  there  was  a  waiver  of  the 
engineer's  certificate  was  properly  tried  by  the  court  under 
the  implied  allegation  of  the  complaint  that  the  contract  had 
been  fully  executed  and  performed  by  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
nothing  remained  to  be  done  but  to  pay  the  money  agreed  to 
be  paid.  {Minor  v.  Baldndge,  123  Cal.  190,  [55  Pac.  783].) 
The  special  contract  was  admissible  in  evidence  to  establish 
the  measure  of  compensation  for  the  labor  performed  under 
it.  (Herman  v.  Littlefield,  109  Cal.  430,  [42  Pac.  443].) 
Whether  a  demurrer  for  uncertainty  would  lie  to  such  a  com- 
plaint appears  to  be  in  doubt.  (Pleasant  v.  Samuels,  114 
Cal.  37,  [45  Pac.  998] ;  Shade  v.  Sisson,  115  Cal.  357;  Ifc- 
Farland  v.  Holcamh,  123  Cal.  86,  [55  Pac.  761] ;  Minor  v. 
Baldridge,  123  CaL  190,  55  Pac.  783.)  In  the  last-cited  case, 
while  the  mode  of  pleading  here  followed  is  criticised  as  in- 
consistent with  the  code  provisions  requiring  the  party  to 
state  the  facts  constituting  his  cause  of  action,  it  is  expressly 
held  that  it  is  too  well  established  to  be  declared  improper. 

The  action,  then,  is  neither  on  the  special  contract  nor  on  a 
quantum  meruit.  The  findings  are  within  the  pleadings,  and 
there  is  evidence  to  sustain  them  all.  Plaintiff  testified  that 
he  completed  the  work  under  his  contract  according  to  the 
specifications  thereof.  In  this  he  was  corroborated  by  his  fore- 
man. As  to  the  certificate  from  the  engineer,  he  testified  that 
it  was  unjustly  and  fraudulently  detained  from  him  by  the 
engineer  because  of  a  personal  quarrel.  The  testimony  of 
the  defendant  Houston  and  his  witness  Gibson  corroborate 
this  in  part,  to  the  extent  of  establishing  that  they  quarreled 
over  the  setting  of  stakes  on  the  job.  Plaintiff  testified  that 
the  engineer  withheld  the  certificate  to  compel  the  payment 
of  a  personal  debt  for  these  stakes  claimed  to  be  due  from 
plaintiff  to  the  engineer.  While  the  letter  was  not  in  evi- 
dence and  cannot  be  considered  here,  this  statement  is  cor- 
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roborated  by  the  letter  of  Mr.  Wood  which  is  made  a  part  of 
the  showing  on  the  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

If  the  trial  court  accepted  the  explanation  of  plaintiff, 
which  it  had  a  right  to  do,  and  found  the  withholding  of  the 
certificate  was  a  fraud  upon  plaintiff  and  without  warrant, 
there  was  evidence  to  sustain  it,  and  the  complaint  was  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  finding  without  the  fraud  or  excuse  be- 
ing specifically  pleaded  or  set  out.  (Minor  v.  Bdldridge,  123 
Cal.  190,  [55  Pac.  783].) 

Conceding  the  complaint  to  be  insufficient  for  the  reasons 
claimed  by  appellant,  there  is  another  rule  of  pleading  ap- 
plicable here  which  would  still  require  that  the  findings  and 
decision  of  the  trial  court  be  sustained.  All  the  issues  which 
it  is  contended  the  complaint  should  have  tendered  were  set 
forth  by  the  answer,  counterclaim  and  cross-complaint  of 
defendants  and  issue  thereon  joined  by  plaintiff's  answer  to 
the  two  latter  pleadings.  The  rule  is  well  settled  that  a  com- 
plaint which  lacks  the  averment  of  a  fact  essential  to  a  cause 
of  action  may  be  so  aided  by  the  averment,  or  express  denial, 
of  that  fact  in  the  answer,  as  to  uphold  a  judgment  thereon. 
(Vance  v.  Anderson,  113  Cal.  537,  [45  Pac.  816].)  The 
omission  will  also  be  cured  by  its  averment  in  a  cross-com- 
plaint of  the  defendant,  and  this  although  a  demurrer  to 
the  complaint  for  the  want  of  the  fact  has  been  erroneously 
overruled.  (Cohen  v.  Knox,  90  Cal.  266,  pp.  275,  276,  [27 
Pac.  215] ;  Daggett  v.  Oray,  110  Cal.  172,  [42  Pac.  568].) 
The  case  was  tried  and  findings  made  upon  the  issues  tendered 
by  defendants'  pleadings,  and  it  would  be  a  vain  thing  to 
reverse  the  judgment,  to  direct  the  plaintiff  to  amend  his 
complaint  by  averring  facts  already  averred  in  the  cross-com- 
plaint, and  to  again,  in  that  form,  present  issues  which  have 
already  been  raised  and  determined.  (Cohen  v.  Knox,  90 
Cal.  266,  [27  Pac.  215] ;  AntoneUe  v.  Kennedy  etc.  Lumber 
Co.,  140  Cal.  320,  [73  Pac.  966].) 

We  have  accepted  the  statement  in  appellant's  reply  brief 
in  regard  to  the  extension  of  time  given  on  the  service  of 
statement  on  motion  for  a  new  trial  and  considered  the  ap- 
peal on  its  merits.  We  find  no  error  in  denying  the  motion 
for  a  new  triaL  The  affidavit  filed  with  the  motion  present- 
ing the  subsequently  discovered  letter  of  the  engineer  does 
not  present  any  new  evidence  that  would,  if  admitted,  be 
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sufficient  to  justify  a  change  in  the  decision  to  the  advantage 
of  the  defendants. 

No  error  appearing  from  the  record,  judgment  and  order 
of  the  trial  court  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J^  concurred. 


[Crim.    Ne.  85.    Third  AppeDate  IMitrict.— May  M,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  AMADEO  BIANCHINO,  Ap- 

pellant. 

GftnoiTAL  Law— Baf»— Motion  to  Bar  Asids  iNroauATioN— Liqal- 
irr  OF  Ck>MMiTMENT. — ^Where  the  only  ground  of  a  motion  to  set 
atide  an  information  for  rape  was  that  the  defendant  was  not 
legally  eommitted  by  a  magistrate,  evidence  of  a  commitment 
indorsed  on  the  complaint  and  signed  by  the  committing  magis- 
trate, stating  that  "it  appearing  to  me  the  offense,  to  wit,  felonj 
rape,  in  the  within  complaint  mentioned  has  been  committed  and 
there  is  sufficient  cause  to  believe  the  within  Amadeo  Bianchino 
guilty  thereof,  I  order  that  he  be  held  to  answer  the  same,''  etc., 
shows  an  order  in  strict  accord  with  the  requirement  of  section  878 
of  the  Penal  Ck>de. 

B).^ — Yabiamob  not  UaoED— Yabianob  m  Datb  Unimpobtant. — Where 
no  ground  of  variance  in  the  description  of  the  offense  was  urged 
upon  the  motion,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  a  ground  thereof.  But 
where  it  appears  that  only  one  offense  was  committed,  a  mere 
variance  in  the  date  thereof  between  the  complaint  and  informa- 
tion is  unimportant. 

B>^— EviDENGE—- Baps  op  Chili>— Bbmoteness  of  Complaint — Infec- 
tion OF  Venereal  Disease. — ^Where  the  rape  was  committed  upon 
m  chOd  five  years  of  age  who  was  incompetent  to  testify,  and 
the  child  became  infected  with  a  venereal  disease  as  the  result  of 
the  rape,  the  complaint  of  pain  by  the  child,  and  as  to  the  cause 
of  it,  was  not  too  remote  under  the  circumstances.  The  rule  of 
corroboration  does  not  apply  where  the  child  is  of  too  tender  an  age 
to  testify. 

ID«— Befu&al  TO  Allow  Defendant's  Physician  to  Examine  Child~ 
Harmless  Bxtling. — Held,  that  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  allow 
defendant's  physician  to  examina  the  child  was  harmlesi  la  view 
•f  the  facta. 
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Id. — Order  of  Proof — Corpus  Delicti— Discretion. — The  order  of 
proof  is  largelj  within  the  discretion  of  the  eonrt.  The  earpui 
delicti  should  ordinarilj  be  shown  first ;  but  unless  it  dearly  appears 
that  defendant  was  prejudiced  by  a  ruling  permitting  other  evidence 
before  the  carpus  delicti  was  established,  such  ruling  will  not  jnstif  j 
m  reversaL 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Tuolumne  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL 
Q.  W.  Nicol,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  C.  Webster,  for  Appellant. 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  Qeneral,  C.  N.  Post,  Assistant  Attor- 
ney (General,  and  J.  Charles  Jones,  for  Respondent 

BUENETT,  J.— Defendant  was  convicted  of  the  crime  of 
rape,  alleged  to  have  been  committed  on  the  person  of  Annie 
Lertora,  a  child  of  the  age  of  five  years,  and  was  sentenced 
to  a  term  in  the  state  prison  at  Fokom.  He  appeals  from 
the  judgment  of  conviction  and  from  the  order  denying  his 
motion  for  a  new  trial. 

1.  It  is  contended  that  the  court  erred  in  denying  the 
motion  of  defendant  to  set  aside  the  information.  The  mo- 
tion was  as  follows:  ''Now  comes  the  defendant  in  the  above 
entitled  action,  and  moves  the  court  to  set  aside  the  informa- 
tion on  file  herein  on  the  ground  that  before  the  filing  thereof, 
he,  the  said  defendant,  had  not  been  legally  committed  by 
a  magistrate.''  The  evidence,  however,  introduced  in  sup- 
port of  the  motion,  proves  to  the  contrary  that  the  defendant 
was  legcMy  committed  by  the  mfigistrate.  The  order  in- 
dorsed on  the  complaint  or  deposition  and  signed  by  the  com- 
mitting magistrate  is  as  follows:  ''It  appearing  to  me  that 
the  offense,  to  wit,  Felony,  Rape,  in  the  within  complaint 
mentioned  has  been  committed  and  there  is  sufiScient  cause  to 
believe  the  within  Amadeo  Bianchino  guilty  thereof,  I  order 
that  he  be  held  to  answer  the  same,"  etc. 

The  foregoing  order  seems  to  be  in  strict  accord  with  the 
requirement  of  section  872  of  the  Penal  Code,  which  pro- 
vides that  "The  magistrate  must  make  or  endorse  on  the 
oomplaint  an  order  signed  by  him  to  the  following  effect  i 
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It  appearing  to  me  that  the  offense  in  the  within  complaint 
mentioned  (or  any  offense,  according  to  the  fact,  stating  gen- 
erally the  nature  thereof)  has  been  committed,  and  that  there 
is  sufficient  cause  to  believe  the  within  named  A.  B.  guilty 
thereof,  I  order  that  he  be  held  to  answer  to  the  same." 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  magistrate  designated  the  of- 
fense as  **felony,  rape,"  thereby  describing  it  generally  as 
he  is  permitted  to  do,  under  the  statute.  He  made  it  more 
definite,  however,  by  stating  that  it  was  the  ''rape  mentioned 
in  the  within  complaint."  It  was  such  an  order  as  the 
statute  contemplates,  and  it  afforded  authority  for  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  file  an  information  in  the  superior  court. 
But  it  is  contended  that  the  district  attorney  filed  an  in- 
formation charging  a  different  offense  from  that  for  which 
defendant  was  held  to  answer,  and  therefore  the  motion 
should  have  been  granted.  The  motion,  as  we  have  seen, 
did  not  raise  the  point,  as  it  was  based  upon  the  ground  that 
the  defendant  had  not  been  legally  committed  at  all,  and 
not  that  he  had  not  been  committed  for  the  offense  charged 
in  the  information.  A  defendant  should  be  required,  in  a 
technical  matter  of  this  character,  to  stand  or  fall  upon  the 
ground  that  he  has  deliberately  chosen,  and  the  law  should 
impose  upon  him  also  the  duty  of  pointing  out  in  his  mo- 
tion the  particular  defect  upon  which  he  relies  in  order  that 
the  district  attorney,  if  he  deems  it  advisable,  may  amend 
the  information  and  thereby  avoid  the  danger  and  expense 
of  a  mistrial.  If  he  fails  to  do  so  in  a  case  like  the  one  at 
bar,  where  the  only  point  involved  in  the  motion  is  an  ap- 
parent variance  between  the  date  of  the  offense  as  it  appears 
in  the  order  and  as  shown  by  the  information,  he  should  be 
precluded  from  raising  the  question  in  any  subsequent  pro- 
ceeding. However,  assuming  that  the  issue  is  properly  be- 
fore us,  it  must  be  held  that  the  information  does  not  charge 
a  different  offense  from  that  recited  in  the  order  of  commit- 
ment There  can  be  no  pretense  that  the  investigation  before 
the  committing  magistrate  and  in  the  superior  court  con- 
oemed  more  than  one  offense.  The  evidence  disclosed  only 
one  act  of  criminal  intercourse,  and  the  only  variance  be- 
tween the  commitment  and  the  information  relates  to  the 
particular  date  of  the  commission  of  the  crime.  This  va- 
riance, however,  is  unimportant  when  it  is  apparent  that  only 
OiM  offense  was  committed. 
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The  same  rule  should  apply  here  as  in  the  case  of  a  variance 
between  the  evidence  at  the  trial  and  the  allegations  of  the 
information  as  indicated  by  section  955  of  the  Penal  Code, 
which  provides  that:  ''The  precise  time  at  which  the  of- 
fense was  committed  need  not  be  stated  in  the  indictment 
or  information,  but  may  be  alleged  to  have  been  committed 
at  any  time  before  the  finding  or  filing  thereof,  except  where 
the  time  is  a  material  ingredient  in  the  offense." 

If  the  contention  of  appellant  should  prevail  we  would  have 
this  singular  situation :  The  district  attorney  will  be  required 
to  file  another  information  alleging  that  the  offense  was  com- 
mitted on  or  about  the  ninth  day  of  March,  when  he  knows 
that  the  evidence  will  disclose  that  it  was  committed  on  or 
about  the  first  day  of  February.  In  other  words,  because 
the  magistrate  has  committed  a  mistake  in  the  date  of  the 
offense  the  district  attorney  must  allege  an  error  before  he 
can  be  permitted  to  establish  the  true  date.  This,  of  course, 
is  unreasonable.  There  is  nothing  in  any  of  the  cases  cited 
opposed  to  our  view.  In  People  v.  Lee  Look,  143  Cal.  216, 
[76  Pac.  1028],  it  is  held,  as  stated  in  the  i^Uabus:  ''An  in- 
formation is  based  on  the  commitment  and  not  on  the  com- 
plaint for  arrest  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  committing  magis- 
trate to  hold  the  defendant  for  the  offense  proved  whatever 
might  have  been  the  offense  charged." 

People  V.  Warner,  147  Cal.  546,  [82  Pac  196],  is  to  the 
same  effect  and  cites  with  approval  the  Lee  Look  case.  In 
People  V.  Nogiri,  142  Cal.  596,  [76  Pac.  490],  it  was  held 
that  the  motion  to  set  aside  the  information  should  have  been 
granted,  but  the  magistrate  held  the  defendant  for  assault 
with  a  deadly  weapon  and  the  district  attorney  charged  the 
defendant  with  the  crime  of  assault  with  intent  to  commit 
murder — a  totally  distinct  offense. 

2.  It  is  eomplaiued  that  the  testimony  of  witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  was  allowed,  over  defendant's  objection,  to  the 
effect  that  the  child,  Annie  Lertora,  made  complaint  some 
time  after  the  injury  to  her.  Two  grounds  for  this  objec- 
tion were  urged — ^first,  that  the  complaint  was  too  remote  from 
the  time  of  the  occurrence,  and,  second,  that  as  the  child 
did  not  testify  it  was  error  to  allow  any  testimony  as  to  a 
complaint  made  by  her.  The  date  of  the  alleged  injury  is 
not  definitely  fixed,  but  was,  according  to  the  evidence  and 
defendant's  admismoUj  some  time  in  Januaiy,  1906,  toward 
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the  latter  part  of  the  month.  Witness  Stratton,  the  family 
physician,  was  called  to  treat  the  child  on  February  5,  1906, 
and  found  the  involved  parts  much  inflamed  and  somewhat 
lacerated,  and  a  few  days  later  discovered  that  the  child 
was  infected  with  a  venereal  disease.  It  was  shortly  before 
and  after  February  5th  that  the  complaints  referred  to  were 
made,  some  of  which  were  voluntary,  and  others  after  the 
child  was  questioned  by  the  witnesses.  The  court  seems  to 
have  been  careful  to  keep  within  the  rule  in  this  class  of 
cases,  and  so  far  as  we  can  discover  the  complaints  were 
not  too  remote  under  the  circumstances.  The  child  was  too 
young  to  be  fully  conscious  of  anything  wrong  in  the  act, 
or  to  experience  any  sense  of  shame,  and,  considering  the  re- 
lations of  defendant  to  the  family  and  his  familiarity  with 
the  child,  she  may  not  have  comprehended  the  nature  of  the 
act  or  thought  of  complaining  earlier  than  she  did.  When 
the  disease  developed  and  she  found  herself  suffering  addi- 
tional pain  the  complaint  was  naturally  renewed.  The  more 
serious  question  is  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  complaint, 
inasmuch  as  the  child  did  not  testify  at  all  in  the  case.  The 
evidence  is  admissible  as  corroborative  of  the  testimony  of 
the  prosecuting  witness,  and  the  authorities  generally  hold 
that,  unless  the  prosecuting  witness  testifies,  her  complaint  is 
mere  hearsay  and  inadmissible.  Our  supreme  court  seems 
to  have  considered  that  the  rule  does  not  apply  where  the 
child  is  of  too  tender  an  age  to  testify.  (People  v.  Figueroa, 
134  Gal.  159,  [66  Pac  202].)  We  feel  bound  by  this  de- 
cision to  sustain  the  ruling  of  the  lower  court 

3.  Defendant  moved  the  court  for  the  appointment  of  a 
physician  to  examine  the  child.  The  motion  was  denied  and 
defendant  excepted.  If  the  court  had  made  the  order  it  is 
difficult  to  see  how  it  could  have  compelled  an  examination 
if  the  mother  or  child  had  objected.  But  assuming  that  au- 
thority existed  to  make  the  order  and  that  it  could  have  been 
rendered  effective,  we  cannot  say  that  the  denial  of  the  ap- 
plication resulted  in  prejudice,  as  the  result  of  another  ex- 
amination might  have  been  unfavorable  to  defendant  Be- 
sides, there  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  defendant  could  not 
have  had  the  child  examined  by  any  physician  that  he  might 
select 

4  The  testimony  of  the  witness  Stratton  as  to  the  physical 
eondition  of  the  child  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the 
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corpus  delicti  had  not  been  shown.  The  order  of  proof  is 
largely  within  the  discretion  of  the  court  The  carpus  delicti 
should  first  be  shown  ordinarily,  but  unless  it  clearly  appears 
that  the  defendant  was  prejudiced  thereby,  a  ruling  permitting 
other  evidence  before  the  corpus  delicti  is  established  will  not 
justify  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  (People  v.  Jones,  123 
Cal.  65,  [55  Pac.  698].) 

Some  other  alleged  errors  are  assigned,  but  we  find  nothing 
in  any  of  them  to  demand  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  No 
exception  was  taken  to  certain  rulings  of  which  complaint  is 
made  and  they  therefore  cannot  be  considered. 

We  cannot  say  as  a  matter  of  law  that  the  evidence  is  in- 
sufficient to  support  the  judgment. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Chipman,  P.  J.,  and  Hart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  x>6tition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  eourt, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  July  27,  1907. 


[Ctf.    No.  812.    Third  Appellate  Dletrict.— May  28,  1907.] 

NEVADA  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO,  Be- 
spondent,  v.  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS  OP  KERN 
COUNTY  et  al.,  Appellants. 

DUSGATION    DiSTBIGT — PaYICEMT    OF    INTBBEST    ON    BONDID    INDSBTED- 

NBSS — ^Refusal  to  Levy  Assessmen^t— Mandamus — Jubisdic- 
noN. — ^Where  the  board  of  directors  of  an  irrigation  district  haTe 
refused  to  levy  an  assessment  to  pay  the  interest  on  its  bonded  in- 
debtednessy  and  the  board  of  snpervisorsy  after  a  petition  therefor, 
have  refused  to  levy  such  assessment,  as  provided  by  the  act  of 
ICarch  81,  1897,  providing  for  the  organization  and  government  of 
irrigation  districts,  the  superior  court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
irrigation  district  is  situated  has  jurisdiction  to  compel  the  levy- 
ing of  such  assessment  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  the  absence 
of  a  showing  that  the  office  of  its  board  of  directors  is  not  within 
the  county.  The  presumptions  m  Ib  favor  of  the  jurisdietioB  of  tlM 
oonrt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


May,  1907.]    Nevada  Nat.  Bk.  v.  Board  of  Supbrvisobs.    639 

Id. — ^ExpxNss  or  Levy  and  Assbssmbmt. — The  expense  of  the  levy  and 
anenmenty  in  addition  to  the  annual  interesti  !■  a  proper  eharge 
against  the  irrigation  district. 

Id. — ^Bights  of  Judgment  Creditors  to  Writ  or  Mandate. — A  judg- 
ment creditor  of  an  irrigation  district  has  the  right  to  call  npon  its 
board  of  directors  to  paj  the  judgment,  and  upon  their  refusal 
or  neglect  to  do  so,  to  have  recourse  to  the  saperrisors,  and,  upon 
their  refusal  to  levy  an  assessment  sufficient  to  pay  the  judgment, 
to  applj  for  a  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  such  levy. 

ID« — ^Bss  Adjudigata — EfFBcr  OF  Judgment  on  Osiginaii  Obuoation. — 
Neither  the  board  of  directors,  nor  the  board  of  supervisors,  nor  the 
taxpajers  of  the  district  can  defend  the  proceeding  in  mandamus 
on  anj  of  the  grounds  litigated,  or  which  might  be  litigated  in  the 
action  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered.  The  judgment  does 
not  create  a  new  obligation,  but  simplj  presents,  in  a  different  form, 
the  obligation  already  assumed,  and  affords  the  highest  sanction  of 
fho  law  to  iti  validity. 

Ito^— Excess  of  Jurisdiotion — Payment  of  Judgment  by  Supervisors — 
New  Trial  not  Bequired. — The  court  exceeded  its  jurisdiction  in 
directing  the  supervisors  to  pay  plaintiff's  judgment  out  of  the 
moneys  collected  by  them.  Such  direction  should  be  stricken  out; 
but  the  error  does  not  necessitate  a  new  trial. 

lD,^-CONSTlTUnoNALiTY  OF  SECTION  39. — Section  39  of  the  act  in  ques- 
tion is  not  in  violation  of  any  provision  in  the  present  constitution 
of  the  state. 

Id- — CONSTRUCTION  OF  STATUTE— LEVY  TO  PAY  SEVERAL  UNPAID  IN- 
STALLMENTS.— One  levy  may  be  made  under  the  statute  to  pay  the 
aggregate  amount  of  installments  of  interest  and  principal,  whieh 
have  faXkn  due  in  previous  successive  years. 

iDw—JuDGMXNTk— Failure  to  Provide  fob  Other  Creditors — Prb- 
BUMFTION. — ^The  judgment  in  mandamua  requiring  a  levy  sufficient 
to  pay  plaintiff's  debt  is  not  erroneous  because  it  fails  to  provide 
for  other  creditors.  If  there  are  other  creditors  whose  claims  the 
irrigation  district  is  solicitous  to  have  paid,  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  it  will  not  object  to  an  increase  in  the  levy  to  meet  such  other 
obUgationa. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Eem 
Comity.    Paul  W.  Bennett,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

J.  W.  P.  Laird,  C.  L.  aaflin,  H.  L.  Packard,  G.  W.  Zart- 
man,  H.  Y.  Eimberlin,  and  O.  H.  Smith,  amicui  curiae,  for 
Appellants. 

A  Powers,  for  Respondent. 
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BURNETT,  J.— The  judgment  or  decree  from  which  the 
appeal  has  been  taken  is  as  follows: 

**The  alternative  writ  of  mandate  issued  in  this  action  hav- 
ing been  served  on  defendants  and  the  said  defendants  hav- 
ing appeared  and  answered  the  verified  petition  of  plaintiff 
and  the  issues  thereby  joined  having  been  brought  for  trial 
before  this  court  sitting  without  a  jury  this  13th  day  of 
February,  1905,  Messrs.  Heller  &  Powers  appearing  as  at- 
torneys for  plaintiff  and  J.  W.  P.  Laird,  Esq.,  appearing 
as  attorney  for  defendants  and  documentary  and  oral  evi- 
dence having  been  introduced  and  the  matter  having  been 
argued  and  submitted,  this  Court  finds  that  all  of  the  al- 
legations set  forth  in  plaintiff's  petition  or  complaint  are 
true  and  that  the  Poso  Irrigation  District  is  a  municipal  cor- 
poration organized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California, 
and  is  wholly  situated  in  the  County  of  Kern,  State  of  Cali- 
fornia, and  that  the  Superior  Court  of  the  County  of  Eem, 
State  of  California,  in  the  action  therein  pending,  wherein 
the  above  named  plaintiff  was  plaintiff,  and  the  said  Poso 
Irrigation  District  was  defendant,  duly  gave,  made  and  en- 
tered a  judgment,  requiring  said  Poso  Irrigation  District  to 
pay  the  said  plaintiff  the  sum  of  $12,262.96,  together  with 
interest  thereon,  at  the  rate  of  ceven  (7)  per  cent  per  an- 
num, from  the  26th  day  of  August,  1902,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  that  said  Poso  Irrigation  District  has  no  funds  to 
be  applied  to  the  pa3anent  of  said  judgment  and  that  there 
18  no  property  belonging  to  said  Poso  Irrigation  District  upon 
which  execution  could  be  levied  and  that  the  officers  of  said 
irrigation  district  have  refused  and  neglected  to  levy  an  as- 
sessment or  do  or  perform  any  of  the  acts  provided  by  law, 
to  assess  the  real  property  in  said  district,  for  the  purpose 
of  paying  the  money  due  on  said  judgment;  and  that  the 
defendant.  Board  of  Supervisors,  after  petition  to  do  so,  to 
it,  has  also  refused  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to  levy  an  as- 
sessment on  the  property  of  said  district,  or  to  cause  any  levy 
of  any  assessment  to  be  made  on  the  property  in  said  dis- 
trict or  to  take  any  steps  for  the  purpose  of  assessing  said 
district,  and  collecting  the  taxes  on  the  property  in  said  dis- 
trict, in  order  to  pay  said  judp:nieDt;  and  that  plaintiff  is  a 
party  beneficially  interested  and  has  no  means  of  collecting 
its  judgment  without  the  action  of  said  defendanti  and  that 
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said  plaintiff  has  no  plain,  speedy,  adequate,  or  other  remedy 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  law. 

"Now,  therefore,  it  is  hereby  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed 
that  said  defendants  immediately  proceed  to  levy  an  assess- 
ment in  accordance  with  law  upon  the  real  property  within 
the  boundaries  of  said  Poso  Irrigation  District  which  is  sub- 
ject to  an  assessment  of  said  district  sufficient  to  pay  said 
judgment  of  plaintiff,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $12,262.96,  together 
with  the  interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  seven  (7)  per  cent 
per  annum  from  the  26th  day  of  August,  1902,  and  also  all 
expenses  incident  to  the  making  of  said  levy  and  assessment 
and  incident  to  the  collection  of  said  assessment,  which  ex- 
penses shall  be  estimated  by  the  said  defendant,  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  shall  be  included  within  said  levy  and  shall 
also  include  plaintiff's  costs  in  this  action,  which  are  hereby 

taxed  at  $ against  said  defendant  and  which  shall  be 

included  within  said  levy  and  when  sufficient  money  is  col- 
lected the  defendant  shall  pay  to  plaintiff  from  the  sum  col- 
lected whatever  amounts  are  collected  on  said  assessments 
until  said  plaintiff  shall  be  paid  the  said  amounts  hereinbefore 
referred  to,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $12,262.96,  together  with  in- 
terest thereon  at  the  rate  of  seven  (7)  per  cent  per  annum 
from  the  26th  day  of  August,  1902,  and  the  costs  of  suit 
herein. 

"And  it  is  further  ordered,  adjudged  and  decreed  that  a 
peremptory  writ  of  mandate  shall  be  issued  to  said  defend- 
ants commanding  them  to  forthwith  do  the  acts  herein  or- 
dered that  they  shall  do,  and  that  a  return  day  be  inserted 
in  said  writ  aa  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  September,  1905. 

"PAUL  W.  BENNETT, 
"Judge  of  the  Superior  Court." 

The  action  is  based  upon  the  provisions  of  section  39  of 
"An  Act  to  provide  for  the  organization  and  government 
of  irrigation  districts,  approved  March  31,  1897,'*  which  is 
in  the  following  language: 

"Sec.  89.  The  board  of  directors  shall  then  levy  an  as- 
sessment sufficient  to  raise  the  annual  interest  on  the  out* 
standing  bonds,  and  in  any  year  in  which  any  bonds  shall 
fall  due  must  increase  said  assessment  to  an  amount  suffi- 
cient to  raise  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the  principal  of  the 
outstanding  bonds  as  they  mature.  The  secretary  of  the 
9  CaL  App.— 41 
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board  must  compute  and  enter  in  a  separate  column  of  the 
assessment-book  the  respective  sums,  in  dollars  and  cents,  to 
be  paid  as  an  assessment  on  the  property  therein  enumerated. 
When  collected,  the  assessment  shall  be  paid  into  the  dis- 
trict treasury  and  be  apportioned  to  the  several  proper  funds. 

''In  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  board  of  directors 
to  cause  such  assessments  and  levies  to  be  made  as  in  this 
act  provided,  then  the  assessment  of  property  made  by  the 
county  assessor  and  the  state  board  of  equalization  shall  be 
adopted,  and  shall  be  the  basis  of  assessment  for  the  dis- 
trict, and  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  in  which  the 
office  of  the  board  of  directors  is  situated  shall  cause  an  as- 
sessment-roll for  said  district  to  be  prepared,  and  shall  make 
the  levy  required  by  this  act,  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
like  effect  as  if  the  same  had  been  made  by  said  board  of 
directors,  and  all  expenses  incident  thereto  shall  be  borne 
by  such  district.  In  case  of  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the 
collector  or  treasurer  of  the  district  to  perform  the  duties 
imposed  by  law,  then  the  tax  collector  and  treasurer  of  the 
county  in  which  the  office  of  the  board  of  directors  is  situated 
must,  respectively,  perform  such  duties,  and  shall  be  account- 
able therefor  upon  their  official  bonds  as  in  other  cases." 

The  bonded  indebtedness  herein  involved  was  incurred  prior 
to  the  enactment  of  said  statute,  but  this  circumstance  is  un- 
important in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  act  of  1889  passed 
prior  to  the  issuance  of  the  said  bonds  and  amending  the  act 
of  1887,  known  as  the  Wright  Irrigation  Act,  contains  a  pro- 
vision identical,  as  far  as  the  question  before  us  is  concerned, 
with  said  section  39  of  the  act  of  1897.  The  judgment  herein 
is  vigorously  assailed  by  numerous  counsel,  including  a  learned 
*'friend  of  the  court,"  and  we  have  examined  with  care  the 
points  and  cases  to  which  our  attention  has  been  directed,  and 
we  shall  proceed  to  state  our  views  thereon  in  the  order  in 
which  the  various  propositions  are  advanced  in  the  briefs. 

The  position  of  appellants,  as  stated  by  counsel,  is  that  the 
judgment  must  be  set  aside  and  the  writ  vacated,  because: 

"1.  The  petition  upon  which  the  writ  is  based  is  wholly 
insufficient  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  per- 
emptory or  any  writ  herein. 

**2.  The  court  exceeded  its  authority  and  jurisdiction  in  its 
direction  to  the  board  of  supervisors  by  said  writ: 
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**  (a)  In  directing  a  levy  and  collection  for  plaintiff's  costs 
expended  in  the  present  action. 

**  (b)  In  directing  a  levy  for  expenses  to  be  incurred  in  such 
levy  and  collection. 

''  (c)  In  directing  said  board  to  estimate  such  expense  for 
the  purpose  of  levy  and  collection. 

''(d)  In  directing  said  board  to  pay  over  to  said  plaintiff, 
when  collected,  the  amounts  due  it  on  its  said  judgment 

''3.  The  court  exceeded  its  jurisdiction  in  directing  said 
board  of  supervisors  to  make  levy  to  pay  said  judgment. 

''4.  That  section  39,  upon  which  this  proceeding  is  based,  is 
onconstitutionai  and  void." 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  brief  filed  by  **  amicus 
curiae' '  presents  specifically  these  considerations:  "1.  Upon 
the  failure  of  the  board  of  directors  or  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, in  any  year,  to  levy  an  assessment  for  the  interest,  or 
the  interest  and  installments  of  principal,  falling  due  in  that 
year,  its  power  ceases.  In  other  words,  the  act  does  not  con- 
fer upon  the  directors  or  the  board  the  power  to  make  a 
general  assessment  for  the  aggregate  of  indebtedness  accru- 
ing for  the  previous  years,  or,  as  in  this  case,  for  a  period 
of  sixteen  years.  The  power,  if  it  exists,  can  only  be  to  make 
separate  annual  assessments  for  each  year  based  on  the  values 
of  that  year;  for  otherwise  the  obligations  of  the  parties 
would  be  varied  and  the  act  would  be  unconstitutional.  Bui 
this,  from  the  nature  of  things,  is  impracticable,  at  least  after 
the  lapse  of  a  year  or  two,  and  it  is,  therefore,  submitted  that 
the  provision  of  the  amendment  of  1889,  conferring  the  power 
of  assessment  upon  the  board  of  supervisors,  is,  on  this  ac- 
count, a  mere  brutum  fulmen,  and  practically  void.  2.  By 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  the  taxes  collected  constitute  a 
common  bond  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  creditors  and 
all  have  a  common  interest  in  it.  ...  A  suit,  therefore,  to 
dispose  of  this  fund  cannot  be  maintained  without  making 
the  others  parties,  or  suing  for  their  common  benefit.  (Code 
Civ.  Proc.,  sees.  378,  379,  382,  389,  and  Meyer  v.  City  of  San 
Francisco,  150  Cal.  131,  [88  Pac.  722].)  3.  If  in  this  state 
the  equitable  doctrine  as  to  laches  be  held  to  apply  to  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  generally  {Orain  v.  Aldrich,  38  CaL  514, 
[99  Am.  Dec.  423] ),  a  very  extreme  case  of  laches  is  here  pre- 
sented." 
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In  support  of  their  first  proposition  it  is  urged  by  appellants 
that  the  petition  for  the  writ  of  mandate  is  fatally  defective 
in  that  it  does  not  appear  therein  that  the  office  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  irrigation  district  is  situated  in  Eem 
county  where  the  suit  was  brought.  The  contention  is  based 
upon  the  language  of  said  section  39  that  ''the  board  of 
supervisors  of  the  county  in  which  the  office  of  the  board  of 
directors  is  situated  shall  cause  an  assessment/'  etc  There 
was  no  corresponding  allegation  nor  finding  in  the  case  at  bar, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  this  is  jurisdictionaL  As  far  as  the 
absence  of  any  finding  is  concerned,  no  such  issue  was  pre- 
sentedy  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  cite  authorities  to  the 
point  that  the  findings  must  be  confined  to  the  issues  made 
by  the  pleadings.  But  appellants  are  wholly  at  fault  in  their 
claim  that  the  want  of  jurisdiction  is  disclosed  by  the  al- 
legations of  the  petition.  They  have  entirely  mistaken  the 
rule  as  applied  to  the  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  record.  The 
presumptions  here  are  in  favor  of  jurisdiction  and  not  against 
it  There  can  be  no  question  that  under  the  authority  with 
which  superior  courts  are  clothed  by  the  constitution,  the  su- 
perior court  in  and  for  Eern  county,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
general  powers,  had  jurisdiction  to  entertain  an  application 
for  a  writ  of  mandate  against  the  supervisors  of  that  county. 
If  there  were  any  exceptional  circumstances  which,  if  dis- 
closed, would  devest  the  court  of  jurisdiction,  in  the  absence 
of  any  allegation  concerning  them  in  the  complaint,  the  bur- 
den is  upon  the  defendants  to  present  them.  Since  it  does 
not  affirmatively  appear  that  by  reason  of  the  peculiar  con- 
dition suggested  the  court  did  not  have  jurisdiction,  by  vir- 
tue of  its  general  authority  the  presumption  must  be  indulged 
against  appellants'  contention.  But  again,  it  is  manifest 
that  the  provision  was  intended  for  a  case  where  the  irriga- 
tion district  comprised  land  in  more  than  one  county.  Here 
it  appears  that  it  is  confined  entirely  to  E!em  county.  There 
seems  to  be  no  merit  in  this  contention,  and  we  have  probably 
devoted  to  it  more  attention  than  it  deserves. 

In  the  specification  of  particulars  wherein  it  is  alleged  the 
eourt  exceeded  its  authority  in  its  direction  to  the  board  of 
supervisors,  exception  is  taken  to  that  portion  of  the  decree 
providing  for  the  costs  of  the  present  action  and  expenses  to 
be  incurred  in  the  levy  and  collection  of  the  judgment  It 
18  insisted  that  said  section  39  limits  the  power  of  the  board 
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of  directors  of  the  district  to  the  levy  of  an  assessment  suffi- 
cient to  raise  the  annual  interest  on  the  outstanding  bonds, 
and  in  any  year  in  which  any  bonds  shall  fall  due  to  increase 
such  assessment  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the  same  as 
they  mature,  and  that  the  delegation  of  authority  to  the  board 
of  supervisors  cannot  be  more  comprehensive  than  the  au- 
thority conferred  upon  the  board  of  directors  in  the  first  in- 
stance. The  consideration  of  the  costs  of  the  present  action 
may  be  eliminated^  as  the  record  shows  that  no  amount  was 
awarded  for  costs.  The  expenses  of  the  levy  and  assessment 
would  seem  to  be  a  legitimate  portion  of  the  burden  to  be 
borne  by  the  property  owners  in  whose  behalf  the  bonded 
indebtedness  was  incurred.  In  fact,  said  section  39  makes 
provision  for  it  in  this  language:  ''and  all  expenses  incident 
thereto  shall  be  borne  by  such  district."  If  we  understand 
the  position  of  appellants,  it  is  that  other  provision  is  made 
for  said  expenses  in  case  of  the  levy  by  the  board  of  directors, 
and  since  there  is  a  delegation  of  power  to  the  supervisors, 
their  authority  is  limited  to  the  method  pointed  out  for  the 
directors  to  pursue.  Of  course,  the  act  contemplates  that 
the  board  of  directors  will  do  its  duty,  and  ample  provision 
is  made  in  detail  for  incurring  and  liquidating  a  bonded  in- 
debtedness. But  we  do  not  understand  that  in  the  technical 
sense  the  authority  conferred  upon  said  directors  is  sought 
to  be  delegated  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  Rather  is  it 
true  that  the  board  of  directors  is  empowered  to  bind  the 
district  by  taking  certain  steps,  and  the  authority  of  the  said 
board  to  liquidate  an  indebtedness  must  be  exercised  in  the 
manner  pointed  out.  But  in  case  of  its  refusal  or  neglect  to 
aot,  then  the  board  of  supervisors  is  granted  directly  by  the 
legislature  the  power  to  levy  an  assessment  to  provide  not 
only  for  the  payment  of  the  amount  due  but  also  for  the  ex- 
pense of  said  levy.  The  statute  does  not  expressly  provide 
that  the  expense  shall  be  included  in  said  levy,  but  it  is  fairly 
implied,  and  any  other  construction  seems  unreasonable.  The 
context  clearly  shows,  we  think,  that  in  this  way  the  expenses 
''shall  be  borne  by  the  district." 

The  case  of  Boskawiiz  v.  Thompson,  144  Cal.  724,  [78  Pac. 
290],  cited  by  appellants,  is  not  in  point.  That  was  not  a 
case  where  the  directors  refused  to  act.  It  was  a  suit  to  en- 
join the  collection  of  an  assessment,  and  no  such  question  was 
eonsidered  as  is  involved  here  in  reference  to  the  authority 
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of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  the  premises.  The  important 
point  decided  therein  is  shown  by  the  following  quotation: 
''A  court  of  equity,  as  such,  in  the  absence  of  statutory  au- 
thority, has  no  jurisdiction  to  enforce  a  lien  that  is  created 
by  statute,  for  the  enforcement  of  which  the  statute  has  pro- 
vided a  mode.  The  enforcement  of  the  lien  in  such  case 
can  be  only  in  the  mode  provided  by  the  statute."  It  was 
also  held  that  the  court  should  have  determined  the  validity 
of  the  assessment  which  it  was  sought  to  collect.  There  is 
nothing  in  that  case  inconsistent  with  our  position  here,  as 
we  hold  that  the  court  below  directed  the  board  of  super- 
visors to  follow  the  mode  that  is  at  least  implied  by  the  stat- 
ute. The  objection  that  the  board  of  supervisors  is  without 
authority  to  estimate  the  expenses  of  levying  and  collecting 
the  assessment  is  also  without  persuasive  force.  As  suggested 
by  respondent,  no  one  is  presumably  better  fitted  to  make  the 
estimate  than  the  supervisors,  and  we  think  it  is  implied 
that  they  should  do  so  when  an  emergency  arises  such  as  in 
fhe  case  at  bar. 

The  position  taken  by  appellants  that  the  lower  court  ex- 
ceeded its  jurisdiction  in  directing  the  board  of  supervisors 
to  pay  over  to  the  plaintiff  from  the  sum  collected  a  suffi- 
cient amount  to  satisfy  plaintiff's  demand  seems  to  be  in  ac- 
cord with  the  statute.  Respondent  rather  concedes  that  the 
judgment  is  erroneous  in  this  respect,  but  claims  that  it  ''does 
not  aflfect  the  validity  of  other  portions  of  the  decree,*'  and 
that  the  decree  can  be  modified  by  striking  out  that  provi- 
sion, leaving  other  portions  of  the  decree  in  full  force  and 
effect.  Since  the  act  provides  in  the  first  instance  that  the 
tax  collector  and  treasurer  of  the  district  shall  collect  and 
receive  the  money,  and  '4n  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  either 
of  them  to  perform  the  duties  imposed  by  law,  then  the  tax 
collector  and  treasurer  of  the  county  in  which  the  office  of 
the  board  of  directors  is  situated  must  respectively  perform 
such  duties,  and  shall  be  accountable  therefor  upon  their  of- 
ficial bonds  as  in  other  cases,"  and  as  there  is  no  authority  to 
depart  from  the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  portion  of  the  de- 
cree complained  of  should  be  stricken  out.  There  is  no  good 
reason,  though,  why  this  should  necessitate  a  new  trial. 

We  cannot  see  any  merit  in  appellants'  contention  stated 
by  them  as  follows:  **The  petition  to  the  board  of  super- 
visors  ai  well  9b  the  writ  prays  that  a  levy  to  pay  the  judg* 
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ment  therein  set  out  be  made  by  said  board  of  supervisors  in 
conformity  with  the  act  in  question,  and  more  particularly  in 
conformity  with  subdivision  39  thereof.  As  we  have  already 
pointed  out,  section  39  relates  specially  to  interest  on  out- 
standing bonds.  The  decree  and  the  writ  directs  the  levy  to 
pay  a  judgment.  The  original  contract  between  plaintiff  and 
the  district  is  so  completely  merged  in  the  judgment,  in  a 
new  form  of  contract,  that  the  court  cannot  see  that  it  is  for 
interest  on  outstanding  bonds,  and  therefore  payable  by  the 
provisions  of  section  39."  A  large  number  of  cases  is  cited 
in  support  thereof,  but  their  effect  seems  to  have  been  mis- 
apprehended. The  quotation  made  by  appellant  from  Tay- 
lor V.  Boot,  4  Keyes  (N.  Y.),  344,  may  be  accepted  as  a  fair 
expression  of  what  is  held  in  all  of  them:  ''The  cause  or 
consideration  of  the  judgment  is  of  no  possible  importance; 
that  is  merged  in  the  judgment.  When  recovered  the  judg- 
ment stands  as  a  conclusive  declaration  that  the  plaintiff 
therein  is  entitled  to  the  sum  of  money  recovered.  No  mat- 
ter what  may  have  been  the  original  cause  of  action  the  judg- 
ment forever  settles  the  plaintiff's  original  claim.  .  .  .  This 
assent  may  have  been  reluctant,  but  in  law  it  is  an  assent,  and 
defendant  is  estopped  by  the  judgment  to  dissent.  Forever 
thereafter,  any  claim  on  the  judgment  is  setting  up  a  cause 
of  action  on  the  contract.''  It  is  hard  to  perceive  how  ap- 
pellant can  obtain  any  comfort  from  the  quotation.  It  is  too 
well  settled  to  be  controverted  that  a  judgment  does  not  create 
a  new  obligation.  It  simply  presents  in  a  different  form  the 
obligation  already  incurred,  and  besides,  it  affords  the  high- 
est sanction  of  the  law  to  the  validity  of  the  obligation. 

It  seems  to  be  established  by  the  authorities  that  the  proper 
course  to  pursue  when  municipalities  refuse  to  pay  their  bonds 
is  by  an  action  at  law  to  establish  the  validity  of  the  bonds 
and  the  amount  due  thereon,  and  then  to  apply  for  a  writ  of 
mADdate  to  compel  the  proper  authorities  to  raise  what  is  re- 
quired to  satisfy  the  debt  by  the  assessment  and  levy  provided 
by  statute.  The  following  cases  cited  by  respondent  so  hold : 
Heine  v.  Commissioners,  19  Wall.  655;  Herring  y.  Modesto 
Irr.  Dist.,  95  Fed.  705,  710 ;  Marra  v.  San  Jacinto  and  Pleasant 
Valley  Irr.  Dist,,  131  Fed.  780,  789,  and  Board  of  Super- 
visors of  Biverside  County  v.  Thompson,  122  Fed.  860,  [59 
C.  C.  A.  70].    The  latter  case  was  similar  to  the  one  at  bar. 
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involving  the  same  statute,  and  from  it  the  following  quota- 
tion seems  germane: 

''The  present  proceeding  is  not  a  new  action  to  establish  the 
rights  of  the  defendant  in  error  as  against  other  parties.  It 
is  a  proceeding  in  the  nature  of  an  execution  to  enforce  the 
judgment  already  rendered.  The  right  of  the  defendant  in 
error  to  call  upon  the  board  of  directors  to  enforce  the  judg- 
ment was  established  in  that  judgment  as  well  as  his  right 
to  have  recourse  to  the  board  of  supervisors  in  case  of  the 
refusal  or  neglect  of  the  board  of  directors  to  make  the  levy 
and  assessment.  Neither  the  board  of  directors  nor  the  board 
of  supervisors  nor  the  taxpayers  of  the  Perris  Irrigation  Dis- 
trict can  be  heard  to  defend  the  present  proceeding  on  any 
of  the  grounds  litigated,  or  which  might  have  been  litigated, 
in  the  former  action." 

The  principal  attack  directed  against  the  judgment  is  based 
upon  the  ground  that  said  section  39  is  unconstitutional  for 
these  reasons:  1.  Because  it  delegates  the  power  to  assess 
and  collect  taxes  in  the  district  to  other  than  corporate  au- 
thorities thereof ;  2.  Because  it  directs  the  assessment  of  prop- 
erty within  the  district  to  be  made  by  persons  not  represen- 
tatives of  the  district;  3.  Because  it  delegates  to  a  legisla- 
tive oflScer  the  power  to  perform  the  purely  executive  func- 
tions of  the  assessor.  In  this  connection  attention  is  di- 
rected to  section  12,  article  XI,  and  section  10,  article  XIII, 
of  the  constitution  of  this  state  and  numerous  decisions  of 
our  supreme  court.  Said  section  12,  supra,  provides  that 
''the  legislature  shall  have  no  power  to  impose  taxes  upon 
counties,  cities,  towns  or  other  public  or  municipal  corpora- 
tions or  upon  the  inhabitants  or  property  thereof,  for  county, 
city,  town  or  other  municipal  purposes,  but  may  by  general 
laws  vest  in  the  corporate  authorities  thereof  the  power  to  as- 
sess and  collect  taxes  for  such  purposes,"  and  said  section  10 
provides  for  the  assessment  of  property  where  it  is  situated 
*'in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law." 

As  pointed  out  by  respondent,  many  of  the  decisions  cited 
by  appellant  were  rendered  under  the  constitution  of  1849, 
which  contained  the  following  provision:  ''Taxation  shall 
be  equal  and  uniform  throughout  the  state.  All  property  in 
this  state  shall  be  taxed  in  proportion  to  its  value,  to  be  as- 
certained as  directed  by  law;  hut  assessors  and  coUectars  of 
town,  county  amd  state  taxes  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
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electors  of  the  district,  county  or  town  in  which  the  property 
taxed  for  state,  county  or  town  purposes  is  situated. "  If  that 
provision  were  a  part  of  the  organic  law  now  it  is  probable 
that  said  section  39  would  be  unconstitutional,  in  so  far  as 
it  provides  for  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  the  board  of  super- 
visors, but  under  the  present  constitution  the  power  to  assess 
and  collect  taxes  is  conferred  upon  ''the  corporate  authori- 
ties," with  the  restriction  that  the  assessment  shall  be  made 
where  the  property  is  situated  and  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  law.  We  cannot  see  that  said  section  39  is  in  conflict  with 
this  requirement.  The  board  of  supervisors  is  a  ''corporate 
authority"  of  the  district,  and  the  assessment  and  levy  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  decree  are  to  be  made  as  "pre- 
scribed bylaw." 

In  the  case  of  McCabe  v.  Carpenter,  102  GaL  470,  [36  Pac. 
837],  it  is  said:  "It  is  contended  that  the  law  (referring  to 
a  statute  establishing  high  schools)  is  unconstitutional,  in 
that  it  authorizes  the  county  superintendent  of  schools  to  fur- 
nish to  the  board  of  supervisors  an  estimate  for  the  tax,  and 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  board  to  proceed  to  fix  a  rate  which 
will  realize  the  amount,  thus  leaving  the  amount  of  the  tax 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  an  executive  officer,  and  leaving 
no  discretion  in  the  board."  The  conclusion  of  the  court,  an- 
nounced by  Commissioner  Temple,  was:  "But,  since  the 
power  to  levy  a  tax  is  purely  legislative,  it  would  seem  to  fol- 
low that  the  power  cannot  be  vested  in  any  other  authority 
of  the  local  corporation  than  the  body  in  which  is  vested  the 
legislative  power  of  such  municipal  corporation.  At  all 
events  it  could  not  vest  such  power  in  an  executive  officer  of 
such  corporation." 

Here  the  board  of  supervisors  is  authorized  to  make  the 
levy  in  case  of  the  refusal  of  the  directors  to  act,  the  statute 
in  question  makes  the  board  a  part  of  the  "corporate  author- 
ity" of  the  district,  the  board  is  undoubtedly  a  legislative 
body;  it  does  not  make  the  assessment,  but  bases  the  levy 
upon  the  assessment  made  by  the  county  assessor,  and  we  fail 
to  see  how  there  is  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, especially  when,  as  here,  the  district  is  confined  to 
one  county. 

In  Board  of  Education  v.  Board  of  Trustees,  129  Cal.  604, 
[62  Pao.  173],  there  is  an  interesting  discussion  of  article  I, 
section  12,  of  the  constitution,  and  it  is  said  by  the  court 
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througli  the  commissioner,  who  is  the  amiciis  curiae  herein; 
''These  provisions  apply  to  all  kinds  of  public  or  municipal 
corporations,  or  we  may  say  to  all  municipalities  and  quasi 
municipalities.  These  differ  greatly  in  their  organization. 
In  some,  as  in  cities  generally,  the  powers  of  the  government 
are  distributed  into  separate  departments;  in  others  all  the 
powers  of  the  municipality  are  vested  in  one  body — as,  e.  g., 
in  the  board  of  supervisors  of  a  county,  the  board  of  trustees 
of  a  school  district,  etc.  In  the  latter  case  the  board  of  super- 
visors or  board  of  trustees,  or  other  governing  body,  consti- 
tutes the  corporate  authority  of  the  municipality,  in  which 
might  be  vested  the  power  to  impose  taxes."  So  it  may  be 
admitted  that  in  the  first  instance  the  duty  here  is  cast  upon 
the  board  of  directors  of  the  district  to  make  the  levy,  but  in 
cajse  of  its  refusal  to  act,  the  board  of  supervisors  constitutes 
the  legislative  corporate  authority  to  supply  the  omission. 
The  power  of  the  legislature  is  not  exhausted  when  it  confers 
the  authority  upon  the  directors,  but  it  may  also  authorize 
the  supervisors  to  perform  a  similar  function  in  certain  con- 
tingencies. This  it  has  done.  It  would  seera  just  and  reason- 
able that  this  power  should  be  lodged  in  some  body  outside 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  district  to  meet  such  an  emer- 
gency as  is  here  presented,  where,  according  to  the  findings 
of  the  court,  said  directors  have  repudiated  a  legal  obligation 
and  have  endeavored  to  prevent  its  enforcement. 

There  seems  to  be  no  decision  of  the  supreme  court  paasing 
directly  upon  the  constitutionality  of  the  proceeding  herein 
involved,  but  an  application  of  the  principles  so  clearly  enun- 
ciated in  the  able  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Harrison  in  the 
leading  case  of  In  re  Madera  Irr.  Dist.,  92  Cal.  296,  [27  Am. 
St.  Rep.  106,  28  Pac.  272],  wherein  the  Wright  irrigation 
law  is  upheld,  in  our  opinion  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  said 
section  39  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  constitution.  In  that  case 
it  is  said:  ** Whenever  a  special  district  of  the  state  requires 
special  legislation  therefor,  it  is  competent  for  the  legislature, 
by  general  law,  to  authorize  the  organization  of  such  district 
into  a  public  corporation,  with  such  powers  of  government 
as  it  may  choose  to  confer  upon  it.  It  is  not  necessary  that 
such  public  corporation  should  be  vested  with  all  governmental 
powers,  but  the  legislature  may  clothe  it  with  such  as  in  its 
judgment  are  proper  to  be  exercised  within  and  for  the  bene- 
fit of  such  district''    And  it  was  held  that  these  corporations 
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are  mere  agencies  of  the  state  in  local  government ;  that  they 
possess  only  the  powers  conferred  by  the  legislature,  and  that 
it  was  the  purpose  of  the  constitution  to  leave  in  the  hands 
of  the  legislature  full  discretion  in  reference  to  the  govern- 
ment of  said  corporations.  In  the  exercise  of  this  discretion 
the  legislature  has  conferred  upon  the  legislative  body  of  the 
county  a  certain  supervisory  authority  over  the  district.  Thia 
seems  to  be  a  reasonable  provision  in  furtherance  of  the  de- 
sign of  the  framers  of  the  constitution.  As  the  section,  when 
fairly  construed,  requires  the  board  of  supervisors  to  base 
the  levy  upon  the  assessment  of  the  county  assessor,  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  force  in  the  contention  of  the  appellant 
that  the  property  owners  have  no  opportunity  to  be  heard 
to  correct  any  defects  in  the  assessment. 

The  most  serious  objection,  probably,  is  the  one  made  by 
the  amicv^  curiae  ''that  an  annual  assessment  upon  the  real 
property  in  the  district  is  the  exclusive  mode  provided  by  the 
statute  for  the  payment  of  the  principal  of  the  bonds  author- 
ized by  the  statute  to  be  issued."  In  this  connection  he  cites 
the  case  of  Merchants'  Bank  v.  Escondido  Dist.,  144  Cal.  329, 
[77  Pac.  937].  It  is  therein  stated:  '*The  act  providing  for 
the  organization  of  the  district,  and  the  organization  of  the 
district  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  by  the  votes  of  the 
electors  cannot  be  otherwise  regarded  than  as  a  contract  be- 
tween the  state  and  the  individuals  whose  property  was  there- 
by aflfected."  The  soundness  of  that  proposition  would 
scarcely  be  questioned  by  anyone.  It  is  further  stated  that: 
''The  burden  thus  imposed  was  that  the  bonds  issued  under 
the  act  should  be  paid  by  revenue  derived  from  an  annual  as- 
sessment upon  the  real  property  of  the  district,  and  that  their 
lands  'should  be  and  remain  liable'  for  such  assessment,  and 
this  implied  that  this  should  be  the  extent  of  the  burden. 
But  by  the  amendatory  act  the  board  of  directors  is  author- 
ized, without  the  consent,  or  even  the  knowledge,  of  the  land 
owners,  to  pledge  or  hypothecate  the  property  acquired  with 
their  money."  Hence  it  was  held  that  the  amendment  would 
deprive  the  land  owners  of  their  property  without  due  pro- 
cess of  law,  and  was  also  a  violation  of  the  inhibition  against 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  since  the  property  own- 
ers were  only  liable  "for  continued  assessments  until  the  bal- 
ance of  the  bonds  shall  be  paid."  No  fault  can  be  found  with 
fhat  decision  as  applied  to  the  facts  of  the  ease.    The  amend- 
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ment  held  unconstitutional  was  enacted  after  the  issuance  of 
the  bonds,  and  it  is  too  clear  for  argument  that  it  gave  the 
bondholders  security  that  was  not  provided  by  the  law  at 
the  time  the  obligation  was  incurred  by  the  district,  and  was, 
therefore,  in  violation  of  the  terms  of  the  contract  between 
the  debtors  and  creditors.  The  case  is  in  point  here  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  method  provided  for  the  collection  of  the 
debt  adds  to  the  property  owners  an  additional  burden  to 
what  was  imposed  by  the  statute  at  the  time  the  bonds  were 
issued.  But,  as  we  have  seen,  the  statute  has  not  been  sub- 
stantially changed,  and  so  the  question  resolves  itself  into  one 
as  to  the  proper  construction  of  said  section  39.  The  statute, 
no  doubt,  contemplates  annual  assessments,  as  it  is  constructed 
upon  the  theory  that  the  board  of  directors  will  do  its  duty, 
but  it  does  not  prescribe  that  this  shall  be  the  exclusive  method 
of  raising  the  money  to  pay  the  bonds. 

The  argument  made  by  respondent  is  substantially  this :  The 
board  of  directors  of  the  district  is  not  required  to  levy  the 
assessment  at  any  particular  date,  but  must  make  it  after 
the  equalization  of  the  assessment  made  by  the  assessor  of  the 
district  This  levy  by  said  board  may  be  as  late,  then,  as  the 
end  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  hence  it  could  not  be  said  to  be  in 
default  till  the  end  of  the  year,  and  hence  the  powers  of  the 
supervisors  could  not  be  invoked  till  after  that  time.  The 
power  of  the  board  of  supervisors  must,  therefore,  be  exercised 
in  making  the  levy  for  the  payment  of  interest  coupons  or  in- 
stallment coupons  which  matured  in  a  previous  year.  Fur- 
thermore, the  statute  does  not  provide  the  time  when  the  levy 
shall  be  made  by  the  supervisors,  and  there  is  nothing  therein 
inconsistent  with  the  position  that  one  levy  may  be  made  for 
the  payment  of  the  aggregate  amount  of  installments  of  in- 
terest and  principal  due  in  successive  years. 

The  contention  of  the  amicus  curiae  is:  ^'If  the  power  still 
exists  in  the  directors  or  supervisors  to  make  any  assessment 
and  levy,  it  can  only  be  to  make  several  assessments  for  each 
year,  and  each  assessment  must  be  of  the  values  of  the  lands  of 
the  district  in  that  year."  This,  he  contends,  is  impracticable, 
and  hence  he  would  have  the  court  reach  the  conclusion  that 
there  is  no  method  provided  for  the  payment  of  the  debt,  and 
the  bondholders  are  without  redress. 

We  are  not  inclined  to  consider  the  law  so  impotent  as  is 
implied  by  appellants'  argument.     We  hold  that  the  bur- 
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dens  of  the  property  owners  have  not  been  increased,  since 
they  incurred  the  obligation  to  pay  these  bonds.  The  statute, 
in  our  opinion,  does  not  expressly  nor  by  implication  pro- 
hibit the  method  adopted  herein  for  the  collection  of  the 
money  due.  In  fact,  the  forbearance  to  sue  for  several  years, 
and  the  use  of  one  levy  instead  of  many  constituted  a  favor 
to  the  debtors,  and  tended  not  to  increase  but  to  reduce  the 
burden  of  the  property  owner. 

We  fail  to  see  any  force  in  the  contention  that  the  judgment 
is  erroneous  because  it  makes  no  provision  for  oUier  cred- 
itors. The  debtor  should  hardly  be  allowed  to  raise  this  ques- 
tion when  it  appears  that  the  amount  claimed  is  due  the  cred- 
itor who  has  brought  the  suit.  Again,  there  is  nothing  to  show 
that  the  other  bonds  issued  have  not  been  paid,  or  that  there 
IS  any  other  creditor  who  desires  to  participate  in  the  fund. 
If  there  are  other  creditors  whose  claim  the  appellants  are 
solicitous  to  have  paid,  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  respondent 
will  not  object  to  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  the  levy  so 
as  to  meet  the  other  obligations  of  the  district. 

The  question  of  laches  suggested  by  appellants  is  disposed 
of  by  the  case  of  CahiU  t.  Superior  Court,  145  Cal.  42,  [78 
Pac.  467].  We  think  the  circumstances  detailed  in  the  peti- 
tion for  the  writ  excuse  the  delay  and  show  that  no  prejudice 
has  been  caused  thereby  to  appellants. 

The  court  below  is  directed  to  modify  the  judgment  by  strik- 
ing therefrom  the  following:  **And  when  sufficient  money 
is  collected,  the  defendant  shall  pay  to  plaintiff  from  the  sum 
collected  whatever  amounts  are  collected  in  said  assessments 
until  said  plaintiff  shall  be  paid  the  said  amounts  herein- 
before referred  to,  to  wit,  the  sum  of  $12,262.96,  together  with 
interest  thereon  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent  per  annum  from 
the  26th  day  of  August,  1902,  and  the  costs  of  suit  herein," 
and  as  so  modified  the  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Hart,  J.f  and  Chipman,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  July  27, 1907. 
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[Grim.  No.  88.    First  Appellate  District.— June  1,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Eespondent,  t.  WILLIAM  H.  COLLINS, 

Appellant. 

Criminal  Law — Abbaxjut  with  Intbnt  to  CJommit  Rape — Sutficienct 
OF  Information. — ^An  information  charging  an  assault  with  intent 
to  commit  rape  upon  a  female  child  of  the  age  of  six  years,  which 
states  the  acts  constituting  the  offense  in  ordinary  and  concise  lan- 
guage, and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  a  person  of  common  under* 
standing  to  know  what  was  intended,  is  sufBeient. 

Id, — ^Assault  Upon  Female  Child — ^Absengb  of  Consent — Resistancs 
BT  Law. — An  assault  with  intent  to  commit  rape  upon  a  female 
child  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years  cannot  be  by  consent,  as  the 
law  resists  for  her. 

Id- — ^Intent  to  Commit  Rape — Circumstantial  Evidence. — The  intent 
to  commit  rape  need  not  be  proved  by  direct  evidence.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  and  may  be  proved  by  inference  from  the  acts  and 
conduct  of  the  defendant,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

Id- — Competency  of  Witness  of  Tender  Years — Discretion. — The 
question  of  the  competency  of  a  witness  of  tender  years  is  one 
peculiarly  within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court. 

Id* — Swearing  of  Witness — Objection  upon  Appeal. — ^Where  there  is 
nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  child  was  not  sworn,  and  the 
bill  of  exception  states  that  she  was  sworn,  and  no  objection  was 
made  to  the  testimony  of  the  child  on  the  ground  that  she  was  not 
sworn,  no  objection  to  her  testimony  on  that  ground  can  be  raised 
for  the  first  time  upon  appeal. 

Id. — Examination  of  Child — Admonition  of  Defendant's  Counsel. — 
During  the  examination  of  the  timid  child,  the  court  properly  ad- 
monished the  defendant's  counsel  not  to  stand  within  the  railing, 
when  the  child  was  thereby  disconcerted. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    William  P,  Lawlor,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

H.  A.  Krouse,  for  Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  and  W.  H.  Cobb,  for  Be- 
■pondent. 
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COOPER,  P.  J. — The  information  charges  the  defendant 
with  assault  with  intent  to  commit  rape,  the  charging  part  be- 
ing as  follows:  **Said  William  H.  Collins  .  .  .  unlawfully, 
violently  and  feloniously  did  make  an  assault  upon  one  Katie 
Simonetti,  a  female  under  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  to  wit, 
of  the  age  of  six  years,  who  was  not  then  or  there  the  wife  of 
said  William  H.  Collins,  with  the  intent  then  and  there  felo- 
niously and  by  force  and  violence  to  carnally  know  and  rav- 
ish the  said  Katie  Simonetti  and  accomplish  with  her  an  act 
of  sexual  intercourse  against  her  will,  without  her  consent  and 
by  force,  contrary  to  the  form,  etc.'* 

Defendant's  counsel  insists  that  the  information  is  not  suffi- 
cient, because  it  does  not  allege  that  the  assault  was  an  at- 
tempt to  commit  a  violent  injury  upon  the  person  of  the  child 
so  as  to  show  an  assault  as  defined  in  section  240  of  the  Penal 
Code. 

There  was  no  demurrer  to  the  information,  and  the  point 
is  for  the  first  time  raised  in  this  court  However,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  the  information  is  sufficient.  It  substantially 
follows  the  language  of  the  statute,  which  is:  ''Every  per- 
son who  assaults  another  with  intent  to  commit  rape,  etc." 
(Pen.  Code,  sec.  220.)  It  states  the  acts  constituting  the  of- 
fense in  ordinary  and  concise  language,  and  in  such  manner 
as  to  enable  a  person  of  common  understanding  to  know 
what  is  intended.  In  such  case  the  information  is  sufficient. 
The  word  ** assault"  as  used  in  the  statute  implies  force  by  the 
assailant,  and  resistance  by  the  one  assaulted.  It  has  always 
been  held  in  this  state  that  where  a  crime  like  this  is  charged 
to  have  been  committed  upon  a  child  under  sixteen  years  of 
age,  there  can  be  no  consent,  as  the  law  resists  for  her.  {Peo- 
ple V.  Verdegreen,  106  Cal.  215,  [46  Am.  St  Rep.  234,  39  Pac. 
607];  People  v.  Vann,  129  CaL  118,  [61  Pac.  776].)  It  is 
not  necessary  for  courts  to  draw  fine  analytical  distinctions 
between  an  attempt  to  conmiit  an  offense  and  an  assault  with 
intent  to  commit  such  offense.  (People  v.  Lee  Kong,  95  Cal. 
666,  [29  Am.  St  Rep.  165,  30  Pac.  800] ;  People  v.  Christian, 
101  Cal.  471,  [35  Pac.  1043].) 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence,  and  find  it  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  verdict.  Without  going  into  minute  de- 
tail, there  is  evidence  tending  to  show  the  following  facts: 
Defendant  roomed  on  the  third  floor  of  a  lodging-house  at 
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694  Fourth  street,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  About  9 
o'clock,  or  a  little  before,  in  the  evening  he  was  seen  going 
upstairs  to  his  room  carrying  two  little  girls  in  his  arms,  of 
which  the  child  upon  whom  the  assault  is  alleged  to  have 
been  made  was  one.  He  remained  in  the  room  for  some 
twenty  minutes,  and  came  downstairs  with  both  children  in 
his  arms.  The  child  upon  whom  the  assault  is  alleged  to  have 
been  made  went  home,  and  immediately  complained  to  her 
mother  that  the  defendant  had  hurt  her,  showing  the  mother 
her  private  parts.  The  mother  examined  her  person,  and 
found  the  parts  red,  but  did  not  notice  any  blood  or  bruises 
of  any  kind.  The  child  testified  that  defendant  got  down  on 
his  knees,  and  took  up  her  clothes,  and  put  something  in  her 
private  parts  which  hurt  her;  that  he  took  down  her  '^pan- 
ties" and  took  his  thing  out  of  his  pants;  that  she  was  scared, 
but  did  not  cry,  because  defendant  held  her  mouth.  The  po- 
lice ofiScer  to  whom  complaint  was  made  on  the  same  evening 
visited  the  room  of  defendant  at  9:30,  and  again  at  12:30, 
but  did  not  find  defendant  there.  On  the  following  evening, 
about  half -past  7,  he  met  the  defendant  and  asked  him  about 
the  matter,  and  defendant  denied  that  he  had  the  two  little 
girls  in  his  room  on  the  evening  of  the  8th,  or  that  he  was 
there  himself. 

Defendant,  in  his  testimony,  admits  that  he  had  the  two 
little  girls  up  in  his  room  at  the  time  alleged,  and  attempted 
to  explain  it  by  saying  that  he  took  them  up  to  see  his  own 
little  girl.  But  as  his  own  wife  and  little  girl  were  not  there 
at  the  time,  the  explanation  may  very  well  have  been  such 
as  not  to  be  believed  by  the  jury. 

Defendant  further  testified  as  to  leaving  his  room  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th  a  little  before  9  o'clock,  and  that  he  went 
with  a  Mr.  Kaiser  to  Fifth  and  Townsend  streets,  and  stayed 
there  until  half -past  12  that  night,  and  that  at  2  o'clock  A. 
M.  he  went  with  Kaiser  to  Fourth  and  Bluxome  streets.  He 
does  not  appear  to  have  gone  to  his  room  any  more  that 
night 

It  is  argued  that  as  the  child  had  not  been  torn  or  pene- 
trated, defendant  could  not  have  actually  tried  to  have  sex- 
ual intercourse  with  her.  What  his  intentions  were  was  a 
question  particularly  for  the  jury.  The  jury  heard  the  evi- 
dencCi  saw  the  witnesses  and  the  defendant  when  he  was  tes- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]  People  v.  Collins.  657 

tifying  in  his  own  behalf.  The  facts  in  this  case  are  very 
similar  to  the  facts  in  People  v.  Johnson,  131  Cal.  511,  [63 
Pac.  842],  and  that  case  is  direct  authority  for  the  view  we 
have  taken  in  this  case.  It  was  there  said:  "The  defendant 
assaulted  the  child.  Being  under  sixteen  years  of  age  she 
was  incapable  of  consenting,  and  therefore  the  assault  in  law 
was  without  her  consent.  If  he  had  in  fact  had  sexual  inter- 
course with  her  he  would  have  been  guilty  of  rape.  As  he 
did  not  have  sexual  intercourse  with  her,  but  did  assault  her, 
the  question  as  to  his  intent  was  to  be  determined  by  all  the 
circumstances  and  by  the  acts  of  defendant  The  fact  that 
defendant  unbuttoned  his  trousers,  that  he  took  out  his  pri- 
vate parts,  and  that  he  wanted  to  have  sexual  intercourse 
with  the  child,  were  sufficient  to  justify  the  jury  in  drawing 
the  logical,  rational  conclusion  that  defendant's  object  was  to 
have  sexual  intercourse  with  the  child.  Whether  he  desisted 
because  he  had  satisfied  his  morbid  depraved  passions  in  the 
manner  described  in  the  evidence,  or  because  he  was  afraid 
of  an  outcry  from  the  child,  or  because  of  his  impotence,  are 
all  matters  of  conjecture.  We  do  not  think  the  crime  charged 
against  this  defendant,  and  of  which  he  was  convicted,  is  of 
such  a  nature  that  we  should  attempt  to  shield  him  upon 
imaginary  reasons,  or  upon  a  theory  that  might  possibly  ac- 
count for  his  acts  as  being  done  with  the  intent  only  to  grat- 
ify an  unnatural  desire.  We  must  suppose  that  his  acts 
were  done  with  the  purpose  and  desire  that  would  ordinarily 
characterize  the  acts  of  an  individual  of  the  male  sex  when 
such  acts  were  done  with  one  of  the  female  sex.  That  a  man 
should  entice  a  little  girl  into  his  room,  undress  her,  and 
fondle  her  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  an  unnatural  desire, 
and  not  for  the  purpose  of  having  sexual  intercourse,  is  pos- 
sible, but  not  at  all  probable.  The  intent  of  a  person  cannot 
be  proven  by  direct  and  positive  evidence.  It  is  a  question 
of  fact  to  be  proven  like  any  other  fact,  by  acts,  conduct  and 
circumstances." 

It  is  contended  that  the  record  does  not  show  that  Eatie 
Simonetti  was  sworn,  and  further  that  her  examination 
showed  that  she  was  of  tender  age,  and  incapable  of  receiving 
just  impressions  of  the  facts  respecting  which  she  was  ex- 
amined, or  of  relating  them  truly.  The  minutes  of  the  trial 
do  not  show  that  she  was  sworn,  but  the  bill  of  exceptions 
5  CaL  App.- 
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shows  that  she  was  examined  as  to  her  competency  before 
being  sworn,  and  that  after  such  examination  she  ^'was  duly 
sworn."  Counsel,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty,  owe  it  to 
the  court  not  to  raise  and  discuss  a  point  entirely  devoid  of 
merit,  especially  where  the  record  does  not  sustain  the  state- 
ment It  is  an  elementary  principle,  supposed  to  be  under- 
stood by  every  member  of  the  bar,  that  if  no  objections  were 
made  to  the  testimony  of  a  witness,  and  the  testimony  was 
given  without  the  witness  being  sworn,  the  objection  could 
not  be  made  for  the  first  time  in  this  court.  Here  the  record 
does  not  show  that  the  witness  was  not  sworn,  nor  that  any 
objection  was  made  to  her  evidence  upon  this  ground,  and  the 
bill  of  exceptions  shows  that  she  was  sworn. 

Equally  without  merit  is  the  contention  that  the  court 
erred  in  allowing  the  child  to  testify.  She  was  carefully  ex- 
amined by  the  judge,  and  her  examination  shows  that  she 
was  capable  of  receiving  just  impressions  of  the  facts,  and 
knew  and  understood  them  sufficiently  to  give  her  version 
of  them.  The  question  as  to  the  competency  of  a  witness  of 
tender  years  is  one  peculiarly  within  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
court.  {People  v.  Wilmot,  139  Cal.  103,  [72  Pac.  838] ;  Peo- 
ple V.  Craig,  111  Cal.  460,  [44  Pac.  186] ;  People  v.  Bradford, 
1  Cal.  App.  41,  [81  Pac.  712].) 

It  is  claimed  that  ''the  most  glaring  and  prejudicial  error 
and  deprivation  of  the  right  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial" 
occurred  when  the  court  requested  the  defendant's  attorney 
not  to  step  within  the  railing  where  the  little  girl  was  being  ex- 
amined as  a  witness,  and  to  take  his  seat.  From  our  informa- 
tion as  contained  in  the  record,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  court 
properly  admonished  counsel.  The  child  was  timid,  and  both 
the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  and  the  judge  were  endeavor- 
ing to  get  her  to  narrate  in  her  own  way  what  occurred. 
Defendant's  counsel  had  interrupted  time  and  time  again 
with  needless  objections  devoid  of  merit.  Finally,  when  coun- 
sel arose  and  walked  up  inside  the  railing  and  near  the  child, 
the  judge  informed  him  that  he  had  ''the  right  to  make  any 
objection,  but  your  activity  inside  the  railing  disconcerts  the 
witness."  It  does  not  appear  that  counsel  could  not  hear 
the  answers  of  the  witness.  The  court  seems  to  have  been 
very  liberal  with  him,  as  he  was  allowed  to  ask  questioiia  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]    Holmes  v.  SaiiAmanga  O.  Mm.  bto.  Ck).    659 

erofis-examination  which  take  up  page  upon  page  of  the  tran- 
Boript  with  no  apparent  merit. 

Many  other  questions  are  raised  in  the  brief,  but  are  as 
devoid  of  merit  as  those  we  have  discussed. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Eerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.    No.  344.    Second  Appellate  Distriet.— June  1,   1907.] 

W.  H.  HOLMES  et  al.,  Appellants,  v.  SALAMANCA  GOLD 
MINING  AND  MILLING  COMPANY  et  al.,  Respond- 
ents. 

Ejectment — ^Unpatented  Mining  Claims — Issues — ^Pleading — Ttsv- 
iNGs— Attack  upon  Plaintipps'  Deeaignment — Foepeitueb — ^bb- 
LOGATioN. — ^In  an  action  of  ejectment  for  unpatented  lode  mining 
elaims,  where  the  complaint  tendered  the  nsual  issues  as  to  owner- 
ship, right  of  possession  and  ouster,  the  defendants,  upon  issnes 
joined  thereupon,  were  entitled  to  make  anf  proof  which  would  de- 
feat the  plaintiffs'  title,  and  may  introduce  testimony  assailing 
plaintiffs'  deraignment  of  title,  without  pleading  it,  and  showing  a 
forfeiture  by  failure  of  plaintiffs  to  do  annual  assessment  work 
for  three  years,  and  a  valid  location  and  holding  by  one  of  the 
defendants  as  a  qualified  locator  without  specially  pleading  it;  and 
flndingf  against  plaintiffs'  deraignment  of  title,  and  establishing 
plaintiffs'  forfeiture  of  title,  and  the  validity  of  defendants'  re- 
location and  holding  upon  sufficient  evidence,  cannot  be  assailed. 

Id.— Deed  Prauduibntly  Obtained.— a  deed  to  the  plaintiffs,  which 
was  obtained  by  plaintiffs  fraudulently  and  wrongfully  and  surrepti- 
tiously, without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or  acquiescence  of  the 
grantor,  is  no  more  effectual  to  pass  title  to  them  than  if  it  were  a 
total  forgery,  there  being  no  principle  of  equitable  estoppel  appli- 
cable to  the  facts. 

Id. — Undelitebed  Deed  pbom  Goepokation  to  Plaintipps. — A  deed 
from  a  eorporation  to  the  plaintiffs  which  was  never  delivered 
passed  no  title  to  them. 

J94 — ^Relocation  bt  One  Dependant — Plaintipps'  Aveement  op  Pos- 
session BT  All  Dependants. — ^Where  the  formal  relocation  was 
made  by  one  of  the  defendants,  but  the  plaintiffs  have  made  all  de- 
fendants parties,  and  aver  possession  by  all  of  the  defendants,  a 
finding  as  to  that  effect  is  supported. 
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Id.— OOBPOKA.TI  EZI8TENCI  OF  DEFENDANT.— Where  the  plaintiffs  aUeged 
the  corporate  existence  of  the  corporation  defendant,  no  proof  of 
its  corporate  character  if  required. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Diego  County,  denying  a  new  triaL    N.  H.  Conklin,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Powers  ft  Holland,  for  Appellants. 

Collier  ft  Smith,  Works,  Lee  ft  Works,  Lawler,  Allen  ft 
Van  Dyke,  and  C.  F.  Smith,  for  Bespondents. 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Action  to  recover  possession  of  certain  un- 
patented mining  claims.  Defendants  had  judgment.  Plain- 
tiffs in  due  time  appealed,  upon  a  statement,  from  the  order 
denying  a  new  trial. 

The  only  questions  presented  upon  this  appeal  relate  to  the 
action  of  the  trial  court  in  admitting  certain  testimony  and 
as  to  the  su£Sciency  of  the  evidence  to  support  certain  ma- 
terial findings.  The  complaint  is  in  the  usual  form,  alleging 
plaintiffs'  ownership,  possession  and  right  of  possession  on 
December  30,  1903,  of  three  unpatented  lode  mining  claims, 
designated  as  the  "Bonanza,"  "Blossom"  and  "Lucinda," 
and  of  plaintiffs*  ouster  therefrom  by  defendants.  The  an- 
swer is  a  denial  of  the  ownership  and  right  of  possession  in 
plaintiffs,  and  of  the  ouster. 

Under  these  issues  the  court  found  that  on  the  date  named 
plaintiffs  were  not  the  owners  or  entitled  to  the  possession  of 
said  mining  claims,  although  they  were  in  actual  possession; 
that  plaintiffs  had  not  performed  the  annual  assessment  work 
thereon  for  three  years,  and  that  defendants  had  made  valid 
locations  of  such  claims  after  forfeiture  by  plaintiffs  and  had 
taken  peaceable  possession  and  continued  work  thereon  up 
to  the  commencement  of  the  trial. 

Plaintiffs  deraigned  title  through  mineral  locations,  the  va- 
lidity of  which  is  not  questioned,  and  through  deeds  from  such 
locators  and  intermediate  owners.  The  court,  under  objec- 
tions, permitted  the  defendants  to  introduce  testimony  tend- 
ing to  vitiate  two  deeds  affecting  plaintiffs'  title  to  the  "Bo- 
nanza" claim.    This  action  of  the  court  is  assigned  as  error. 
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because  no  questioii  of  fraud  was  raised  by  the  answer.  Tbe 
recent  decision  of  Chrast  y.  0'Can7U)r,  41  Wash.  360,  [83  Pae. 
238]  y  would  seem  to  settle  this  question  adversely  to  appel- 
lants. That  decision  is  based  upon  Mather  y.  Hutchinson,  25 
Wis.  27,  where  it  is  held  that  under  a  complaint  averring 
ownership  in  general  terms,  the  defendant  must  be  allowed 
to  prove  anj'thing  which  would  defeat  the  title  offered  by  the 
plaintiff.  The  reason  assigned  is  most  convincing,  for  plain- 
tiff not  being  required  to  set  up  his  deraignment  of  title,  he 
might  upon  the  trial  prove  under  such  general  averment  any 
source  of  title  available.  Any  other  rule  applying  to  defend- 
ants would  require  them  to  foreknow  and  avoid,  by  specific 
allegations,  a  title  which  plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  disclose 
at  all.  This  rule  has  support,  also,  in  Cooper  y.  Miller,  113 
Cal.  246,  [45  Pac.  325] ,  Goldberg  y.  Bruschi,  146  Cal.  710, 
[81  Pac.  23],  and  Sparrow  v.  Bhoades,  76  Cal.  211,  [9  Am. 
St  Bep.  197,  18  Pac.  245]. 

The  court  found  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  the  owners  or 
entitled  to  possession  of  the  mining  property  on  December 
30,  1903,  nor  were  they  on  said  date  ousted  therefrom  by  de- 
fendants. These  findings  are  attacked  by  appellants  upon 
the  ground  that  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  record  sufficient 
for  their  support.  The  findings  of  the  court  as  to  the  owner- 
ship and  right  of  possession  may  be  sustained  upon  either  of 
two  theories :  First,  that  plaintiffs  failed  in  their  deraignment 
of  title  from  the  original  locators;  or,  second,  that  all  rights 
under  the  original  location  had  lapsed  by  reason  of  the  fail- 
ure to  do  the  annual  assessment  work  required  by  the  federal 
statutes  in  order  to  perpetuate  the  possessory  right,  and  that 
defendants  exercising  a  right  of  citizenship  had  entered  there- 
on and  made  a  subsequent  location  before  resumption  of 
work  by  appellants. 

The  first  theory,  in  so  far  as  the  ^'Bonanza"  claim  is  con- 
cerned, derives  its  support  alone  from  the  testimony  of  one 
Acosta,  which  is  to  the  effect  that  he  never  knowingly  or 
voluntarily  made  any  conveyance  of  this  mine  to  plaintiffs, 
and  never  knew  that  he  had  any  title  to  the  mine  and  never 
made  any  claim  of  ownership  thereto ;  that  his  only  contract 
with  the  plaintiffs  was  that  if  they  would  pay  him  $400  in 
settiement  of  a  claim  of  $650,  which  he  held  against  certain 
trustees,  he  would  give  them  a  receipt  in  full;  that  pursuant 
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to  this  agreement  he  went  with  plaintiffs  to  the  town  of 
Hedges,  where  several  papers  were  spread  upon  a  counter; 
that  when  he  signed  one,  plaintiffs  took  it  away  and  pre- 
sented him  with  another;  that  in  that  way  he  signed  two» 
three,  or  four  papers;  that  no  notary  or  other  officer  ever 
made  known  to  him  the  contents  of  the  papers  so  signed,  or 
asked  him  any  questions  in  relation  thereto;  that  personally 
he  did  not  know  or  care  what  he  was  signing,  but  simply 
wanted  to  get  his  money  and  get  away  from  the  mine;  that 
he  had  never  had  knowledge  of  any  deed  having  been  made 
to  him  by  such  trustees  until  he  received  that  information  in 
court  upon  the  trial.  If  the  court  accepted  Acosta's  state- 
ments as  true,  which  fact  is  suggested  by  the  findings^  it 
would  follow  that  the  possession  of  the  deed  from  Acosta 
was  obtained  by  the  plaintiffis  surreptitiously.  A  deed,  the 
possession  of  which  is  fraudulently  or  wrongfully  obtained 
from  the  grantor,  without  his  knowledge,  consent  or  acquies- 
cence, is  no  more  effectual  to  pass  title  to  a  supposed  grantee 
than  if  it  were  a  total  forgery.  (Devlin  on  Deeds,  sec.  267, 
and  cases  cited.)  The  validity  of  the  deed  from  Acosta  to 
plaintiffs  depends  upon  his  due  execution  thereof  and  volun- 
tary  delivery.  That  such  deed  be  voluntary,  it  is  essential 
that  the  character  of  the  instrument  be  known,  as  well  as  that 
the  act  of  delivery  should  be  intended  by  the  party.  If  the 
delivery  be  not  voluntary,  the  instrument  is  a  nullity,  un- 
less some  act  is  shown  in  respect  thereto  which  would  estop 
the  grantor  from  denying  its  validity,  or  by  some  subsequent 
act  a  ratification  is  established.  There  is  nothing  in  the  rec- 
ord from  which  it  may  be  claimed  that  plaintiffs  were,  by 
the  conduct  of  Acosta,  led  to  do  what  they  otherwise  would 
not  have  done  to  their  pecuniary  prejudice — ^this  being  said 
to  be  the  vital  principle  of  equitable  estoppel.  {Carpy  v. 
DowdeU,  115  Cal.  677,  [47  Pac.  695].)  If  Acosta 's  state- 
ments  be  true,  under  the  contract  with  plaintiffs  the  pay- 
ment of  the  $400  made  by  plaintiffs  was  not  upon  the  faith 
of  any  conveyance,  nor  was  it  intended  that  a  conveyance 
should  enter  into  the  transaction  connected  with  the  payment 
of  money  to  him.  Neither  can  it  be  said  that,  with  knowledge 
of  the  transaction  brought  home  to  him,  Acosta  ever  acquis 
esced  in  said  deed  or  ratified  the  same. 
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As  to  the  '^ Blossom''  miney  the  record  discloses  that  the 
title  thereto  was  never  in  Acosta;  that  as  early  as  1891  the 
owners  of  said  mine  joined  in  a  conveyance  of  the  ''Blossom" 
mine  to  a  corporation  known  as  the  Blossom  Mining  and  Mill- 
ing Company.  If  the  plaintiffs  ever  acquired  any  title  to  this 
particular  mine,  it  was  through  a  conveyance  directly  to 
them  by  the  Blossom  Mining  and  Milling  Company,  author- 
ized by  the  board  of  directors  in  1902.  It  appears  from  the 
testimony  of  the  secretary  that,  notwithstanding  the  author- 
ization at  the  date  last  named  and  the  physical  signing  of 
the  deed  pursuant  thereto  by  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  corporation,  the  secretary  retained  possession  of  the  deed, 
and  put  the  same  in  the  minute-book  of  the  corporation,  where 
it  remained  until  long  after  the  commencement  of  this  ac- 
tion, when  the  officers  acknowledged  the  same  and  it  was 
placed  upon  record.  From  this  evidence  the  court  was  justi- 
fied in  an  implied  finding  that  the  conduct  and  acts  of  the 
parties  in  1902  did  not  amount  to  a  delivery,  nor  does  it  ap- 
pear from  the  record  that  an  immediate  delivery  was  intended, 
notwithstanding  the  secretary  was  also  one  of  the  grantors; 
nor  is  there  anything  shown  indicating  that  plaintiffs  ever 
paid  to  the  corporation  anything  of  value  for  this  property, 
or  ever  acquired  any  equitable  interest  therein. 

As  to  the  ''Lucinda"  claim,  nothing  appears  in  the  record 
supporting  plaintiffs'  claim  of  ownership  and  right  of  posses- 
sion. If,  therefore,  these  plaintiffs,  without  color  of  title 
entered  into  the  possession  of  any  of  these  mineral  claims 
without  relocation  or  initiating  any  right  thereto,  the  same 
were  open  to  relocation  at  any  time  after  the  legal  owners 
were  in  default  in  the  annual  assessment  work.  It  is  con- 
tended, however,  by  appellants  that  evidence  of  the  non- 
performance of  the  annual  assessment  work  was  inadmissible 
because  no  claim  of  forfeiture  was  alleged  in  the  answer. 
Under  a  general  denial  or  its  equivalent,  each  party  to  a 
contested  action  claims  the  title  out  of  which  the  right  of 
possession  springs,  and  the  court  determines  which  of  the 
two  holds  it.  {MarshaU  v.  Shaffer,  32  Cal.  197.)  It  must  be 
conceded  that  if  the  defendants'  title  is  in  issue,  they  are 
entitled  to  prove  those  facts  which  tend  to  support  it,  and  it 
is  essential  in  determining  defendants'  ownership  in  the  case 
at  bar  for  the  court  to  know  whether  or  not  the  mineral 
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ground  which  they  claim  to  have  relocated  and  own  was  at 
the  date  of  relocation  open  thereto.  Section  2324,  Revised 
Statutes  of  the  United  States,  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stats.  1901,  p. 
1427],  provides  that,  upon  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  con- 
ditions relative  to  the  annual  assessment  work,  the  claim  or 
mine  '^  shall  be  open  to  relocation  in  the  same  manner  as  if 
no  location  of  the  same  had  ever  been  made;  provided,  that 
the  original  locators,  their  heirs,  assigns,  or  legal  representa- 
tives, have  not  resumed  work  upon  the  claim  after  failure 
and  before  such  location."  There  is  little  room  for  contro- 
versy as  to  the  default  upon  the  part  of  the  owners  under 
the  original  location  in  the  performance  of  the  annual  assess- 
ment work  for  the  three  years  preceding  the  relocation. 
Whoever  were  the  successors  to  the  ownership  of  the  original 
locators,  if  they  failed  for  three  years  to  perform  the  annual 
assessment  work,  the  mines  and  claims  became  open  to  relo- 
cation. It  is  determined  in  Contreras  v.  Merck,  131  CaL  214, 
[63  Pac.  336],  that  the  principal  fact  at  issue  was  the  own- 
ership of  the  mine;  that  it  was  not  necessary  for  plaintifiBs 
to  allege  forfeiture  or  abandonment  by  defendants.  If  thid 
be  the  rule,  as  applying  where  the  issue  of  ownership  is  raised 
by  the  answer  with  the  presumptive  denial  upon  the  part  of 
plaintiff,  no  reason  is  apparent  why  the  same  should  not  ap- 
ply to  the  issues  raised  by  a  complaint  and  answer.  If  the 
original  locator,  or  his  successors  in  interest,  be  in  default  in 
such  annual  assessment  work,  they  are  no  longer  the  owners 
of  the  exclusive  possessory  right;  and  the  defendant  should 
be  permitted  to  show  that  such  exclusive  possessory  right 
has  terminated,  and  that  after  such  termination  he  peaceably 
entered  upon  the  premises  and  relocated  the  same.  The  mere 
naked  possession  of  mineral  land  does  not  guarantee  any 
rights  as  against  a  subsequent  locator  entering  in  good  faith 
and  making  a  valid  location  of  the  property.  (HorsweU  v. 
Ruiz,  67  Cal.  112,  [7  Pac.  197].) 

It  is  further  claimed  by  appellants  that  there  is  no  evi- 
dence connecting  any  of  the  defendants,  other  than  Clark, 
with  the  relocation,  or  title  to  these  claims.  We  think  this 
point  need  not  be  considered  further  than  to  suggest  that  the 
plaintiffs  have  made  all  of  these  defendants  parties,  and  have 
alleged  that  they  had  ousted  plaintiffs  from  the  possession, 
and  were  the  present  occupants  of  the  premises.    They  allege 
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that  the  Salamanca  Gold  Mining  and  Milling  Company  is  a 
corporation,  and  no  finding  in  that  regard  was  necessary. 

A  careful  examination  of  the  record  convinces  ns  that  there 
is  no  prejudicial  error  apparent  therein,  and  the  order  is  af- 
firmed. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Ciy.    No.  280.    Second  Appollato  DiBtriet.— Jtmo  9,  1907.] 

J.  C.  WILLMON,  Appellant,  v.  GEORGE  H,  PECK  et  aL, 
Respondents. 

Bpxgifio  Pebtobmancb— Befimitb  DKScaiPTioN  09  Land — ^Pabol  Bvx- 
DKNCS — ^Nxw  Dbscription. — In  an  action  for  tho  ipeciflo  perform- 
ance of  a  eontract  for  the  sale  of  lots,  where  the  description  in  the 
contract  is  definite,  certain,  and  complete,  and  described  land  not 
belon^ng  to  the  defendants,  parol  evidence  is  inadmissible  to  show 
that  the  eontract  was  intended  to  describe  lands  elsewhere  situated 
belonging  to  the  defendants  bj  a  new  and  whoUj  distinct  descrip- 
tion, which  is  sought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  the  action. 

Id. — Dis&EGABD  oy  Pabol  Evidbncs  ADiciTTSD—FiMDmo.— Where  the 
court  improperlj  admitted  parol  evidence  to  snpplj  a  new  and  dis- 
tinct description  of  land,  such  evidence  was  entitled  to  no  weight 
whatever,  and  the  eourt  properlj  disregarded  it,  and  found  that  the 
contract  was  f atallj  defective  for  want  of  deseriptioB  of  the  land 
claimed  in  the  action  to  be  covered  thereby. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    D.  E.  Trask,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Harris  &  Harris,  for  Appellanl 

Frank  Earr,  and  Wellington  Clark,  for  Bespondenti. 

SHAW,  J. — ^Plaintiff  appeals  from  a  judgment  rendered 
in  favor  of  defendants  in  an  action  for  the  specific  perform- 
ance of  a  contract  to  purchase  real  estate. 
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At  the  time  of  the  transaction,  George  H.  Peck  was  the 
owner  of  the  east  half  of  the  only  block  numbered  61  located  in 
the  city  of  San  Pedro,  which  east  half  of  said  block  com- 
prised lots  7  to  12,  both  inclusive.  Neither  defendant  had 
or  claimed  any  interest  in  the  west  half  of  said  block,  which 
comprised  lots  1  to  6,  both  inclusive.  It  appears  from  parol 
testimony  that  sometime  prior  to  February  3,  1903,  the  date 
of  the  alleged  purchase,  a  real  estate  broker,  as  the  agent 
of  said  Qeorge  H.  Pec^  and  at  his  request,  made  a  rough 
pencil  sketch  of  said  east  half  of  said  block  61,  showing 
the  same  to  be  divided  into  lots  numbered  1  to  14,  both  in- 
clusive, which  sketch  was  shown  to  said  George  H.  Peck  and 
posted  in  his  office.  This  sketch  or  subdivision  of  the  east 
half  of  said  block  was  exhibited  to  the  plaintiff  by  said 
agent,  who  pointed  out  to  him  upon  the  ground  that  portion 
of  said  east  half  of  said  block  corresponding  to  lots  designated 
as  5  and  6  upon  said  rough  pencil  sketch  so  made  by  said 
agent.  This  sketch  was  never  filed  for  record,  nor  was  it 
produced  at  the  trial,  though  the  said  agent  then  made  and 
exhibited  a  copy  of  said  sketch  as  nearly  as  he  could  repro- 
duce the  same,  which,  like  all  of  the  foregoing  parol  testimony, 
was  received  in  evidence  over  the  objections  of  the  defend- 
ants. No  survey  was  ever  made  of  the  east  half  of  said 
block  for  the  purpose  of  subdividing  it.  It  was  agreed  be> 
tween  plaintiff  and  said  agent  acting  for  defendant  George 
H.  Peck  that  plaintiff  would  purchase  lots  5  and  6,  as  desig- 
nated on  said  pencil  sketch;  whereupon  plaintiff  gave  to  said 
agent  his  check,  payable  to  said  George  H.  Peck,  for  $100,  as 
a  deposit  upon  the  purchase  price  of  said  lots,  which  check 
said  Peck  received  and  cashed,  and  thereupon  delivered  to 
said  plaintiff  a  receipt  reading  as  follows: 

"San  Pedro,  Feby.  3rd,  1903. 
"Received  from  J.  C.  Willmon  one  hundred  dollars  part 
payment  on  lot  5  &  6»  block  61,  San   Pedro.    Full   price 
$1500.00. 

"GEO.  H.  PECK.'^ 

Plaintiff  thereafter  tendered  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
price  and  demanded  a  conveyance  of  lots  5  and  6,  as  desig- 
nated upon  said  so-called  subdivision  of  the  east  half  of 
block  61,  which  deed  also  described  said  lots  by  metes  and 
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bounds;  and  upon  a  refusal  of  said  demand  brought  this  ae- 
tion. 

Both  the  check  and  the  receipt  describe  the  property  sold 
as  being  '*lots  5  and  6,  block  61,  City  of  San  Pedro,"  both  of 
which  lots  are  in  the  west  half  of  said  block,  and  neither  of 
which  was  owned  by  either  of  the  defendants.  The  lots  in- 
volved in  this  action  are  admittedly  not  the  ones  so  described, 
but  are  lots  5  and  6  as  delineated  upon  the  alleged  pen- 
cil sketch  of  what  was  represented  to  plaintiff  as  being  Peck's 
subdivision  of  the  east  half  of  block  61 ;  and  while  the  trial 
court  permitted  parol  evidence  tending  to  prove  that  the  lots 
sold  were  other  than  those  so  described  in  the  writing,  it,  in 
effect,  found  that  such  evidence  was  valueless ;  and  as  a  con- 
clusion of  law  the  court  found,  inasmuch  as  parol  testimony 
could  not  be  received  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  de- 
scription of  real  estate  in  the  contract  for  the  sale  thereof, 
that  said  contract  was  fatally  defective  for  want  of  description 
of  the  lands  claimed  to  be  covered  thereby,  and  that  said  de- 
fects could  not  be  supplied  by  parol  evidence.  In  making 
this  finding  the  court  arrived  at  the  same  result,  though  in 
a  roundabout  way,  as  though  it  had  excluded  the  testimony 
in  the  first  instance.  The  evidence  was  improperly  admitted, 
and  having  been  admitted,  ''it  was  entitled  to  no  weight  what- 
ever, and  should  be  given  none  in  arriving  at  a  conclusion  as 
to  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence.'*  {Eouli  v.  Baldwin,  78 
CaL410,  [20Pac.  864].) 

The  conclusion  of  the  trial  court  was  undoubtedly  correct. 
The  land  described  in  the  receipt,  lots  5  and  6,  block  61,  in 
the  city  of  San  Pedro,  is  situated  in  the  west  half  of  said 
block;  but  it  was  not  these  lots,  the  conveyance  of  which  the 
plaintiff  sought  to  enforce,  but  other  lots  situated  in  the  east 
half  of  said  block,  and  which  he  sought  to  identify  and  de- 
scribe by  parol  testimony.  The  law  seems  well  settled  that, 
in  order  to  warrant  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract 
for  the  conveyance  of  real  property,  the  agreement  to  convey 
must  not  only  be  in  writing  and  subscribed  by  the  party  to 
be  charged,  but  the  writing  must  also  contain  such  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  property  agreed  to  be  sold,  either  in  terms  or  by 
reference,  that  it  can  be  ascertained  without  resort  to  parol 
evidence.  {Marriner  v.  Dennison,  78  Cal.  208,  [20  Pac.  386] ; 
Craig  v.  Zelian,  137  Cal.  106,  [69  Pac.  853].)    Where  there 
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is  an  incomplete  description,  parol  evidence  not  inconsistent 
therewith  may  be  offered  in  aid  thereof,  not,  however,  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  a  new  description.  Thus,  where  the 
suhject  of  a  contract  of  sale  was  a  certain  quantity  of  fruit 
from  sundry  orchards  in  Ontario  and  Gucamonga,  parol  evi« 
dence  was  held  admissible  to  identify  the  orchards.  (Ontario 
etc.  Assn.  v.  Cutting  F.  P.  Co.,  134  GaL  21,  [86  Am.  St. 
Bep.  231],  66  Pac.  28.)  Here  the  description  in  the  con- 
tract is  definite,  certain  and  complete,  and  it  is  sought  by 
parol  evidence  to  show  that  the  subject  of  the  contract  was 
entirely  a  different  piece  of  land.  This  would  be  in  violation 
of  express  statutory  provision.  (Civ.  Code,  see.  1741.)  "It 
must,  of  course,  appear  from  the  memorandum  what  is  the 
subject  matter  of  the  defendant's  engagement.  Land,  for 
instance,  which  is  purported  to  be  bargained  for,  must  be  so 
described  that  it  may  be  identified."  (Browne  on  Statute 
of  Frauds,  sec.  385;  Ferguson  v.  Blackwell^  8  Okla.  489,  [58 
Pac.  649].) 
The  judgment  is  aflSrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  August  1,  1907. 


[GIv.    No.  848.    Seeond  Appellate  District.— Jane  8,  1907.] 
J.  H.  KEIPER,  Appellant,  v.  R.  H.  MYERS,  Respondent. 

TaANsna  ow  Stock — ^Bioht  to  Bepubchass—Pledgx^— Where  it  ap- 
pears that  a  transfer  of  one-half  of  the  stock  in  a  corporation  bj 
plaintiif  to  defendant  was  contemporaneous  with  a  right  given  to 
repurchase  the  same,  that  the  stock  had  a  substantial  value,  and 
that  defendant  neither  paid  nor  agreed  to  pa/  anything  in  eonsidera- 
tien  of  its  transfer  to  him,  that  none  of  plaintiff's  <>Ti«Hng  liabil- 
ities as  a  stockholder  were  canceled  or  assumed  hj  defendant,  and 
as  a  condition  of  the  retransfer  plaintiff  was  to  pay  one-half  of 
the  money  which  a  bank  had  loaned  or  would  loan  the  eompany, 
further   security   being   given   for  future  loans  to  the  eonpany, 
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the  transfer  of  the  etoek  ii  to  be  deemed  t  pledge  and  not  a  mle 
thereof. 

Td. — ^Agreements — Sinolv  Teaksaotiok— Languaox  ow  Saub  not  Oon- 
TBOLLINO. — The  agreements  whereby  the  atoek  was  transferred  to 
the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  was  given  the  right  of  repnrehase 
eonstitnted  one  and  the  saaM  transaction;,  and  aro  to  be  taken  to- 
gether in  view  of  all  the  dxenmstanees  of  the  ease.  The  vso  of 
the  words  ''Sold,  transf erred,  and  assigned/^  and  the  recital  that 
defendant  is  the  owner  of  the  stock  cannot  change  the  character  of 
the  transaction.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  real  contract 
between  the  parties,  the  court  looks  bejond  the  terms  of  iha  in- 
strument. 

!».— Action  to  Bedbk  nou  Pliix»— Nonsuit.— In  an  aetion  to  to- 
deem  from  the  pledge,  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  admitted  the  truth 
of  plaintiff's  evidence^  and  every  inference  of  fact  that  can  be 
legitimate^  drawn  therefrom.  Held,  that  a  motion  for  a  non- 
suit, in  view  of  the  evidence  for  plaintiif,  was  improper]/  granted, 
and  that  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  must  be  reversed. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    Waldo  M.  York,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Lynn  Helm,  and  E.  S.  Williams,  for  Appellant 

W.  B.  Hervey,  and  B.  H.  Myers,  in  pro.  per.,  for  Respond- 
ent. 

SHAW,  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  nonsuit 
At  the  time  in  question  the  Sanitary  Laundry  Company 
was  a  corporation  with  a  capital  stock  of  $40,000,  divided 
into  four  hundred  shares  of  the  par  value  of  $100  each.  Of 
this  stock  the  appellant,  J.  H.  Keifer,  owned  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  shares,  one  (George  B.  Myers  owned  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  shares,  and  the  remaining  four 
shares  were  owned  by  three  other  persons,  who,  with  said 
Eeif er  and  said  Gtoorge  B.  Myers,  constituted  the  board  of 
directors  of  said  corporation.  The  corporation  was  in  finan- 
cial distress,  and  it  appears  that  neither  appellant  nor  said 
Gteorge  B.  Myers  was  in  a  position  to  extend  it  the  aid  needed. 
The  appellant  had  borrowed  from  the  Broadway  Bank  and 
Trust  Company  $4,500,  evidenced  by  two  promissory  notes, 
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and  as  security  for  their  pa3anent  had,  in  addition  to  giving 
a  mortgage  upon  certain  real  estate  owned  by  him,  deposited 
his  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  shares  of  stock  in  pledge 
with  said  bank  as  collateral  security.  The  laundry  company 
was  largely  indebted  to  said  George  B.  Myers  for  moneys 
which  he  had  loaned  it  Under  these  conditions,  the  re- 
spondent E.  H.  Myers  and  J,  H.  Keifer  entered  into  nego- 
tiations, which,  on  December  30,  1903,  culminated  in  a  trans- 
fer of  respondent's  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  shares  of 
stock  to  said  R.  H.  Myers,  and  contemporaneously  therewith 
the  execution  of  an  agreement  in  writing  wherein  it  was  re- 
cited that  said  Keifer  had  sold,  assigned  and  transferred  to 
B.  H.  Myers  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight  shares  of  stock 
and  that  B.  H.  Myers  was  the  owner  and  holder  thereof;  that 
said  stock  was  pledged  to  said  bank  as  additional  security 
for  the  payment  of  a  certain  promissory  note  of  $4,500,  exe- 
cuted by  said  J.  H.  Keifer  and  his  wife,  which  said  note  was 
also  secured  by  a  mortgage  of  real  estate;  that  said  laundry 
company  during  the  time  said  Keifer  was  a  stockholder  had 
become  largely  indebted  to  George  R.  Myers  for  moneys  by 
him  loaned  to  said  company ;  that  said  R.  H.  Myers  had  loaned 
and  advanced,  and  would  thereafter  loan  and  advance,  divers 
sums  of  money  to  discharge  a  part  of  the  indebtedness  of 
the  said  company  in  order  to  save  it  from  bankruptcy,  and 
to  pay  such  of  the  operating  expenses  as  might  be  necessary 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  company;  that  said  Keifer  de- 
sired an  option  to  purchase  one  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
shares  of  said  stock,  and  wherein  said  R.  H.  Myers  cove- 
nanted and  agreed  to  sell  to  said  Keifer,  within  one  year, 
time  being  made  the  essence  of  the  contract,  one  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  shares  of  said  stock,  upon  Keifer  making  pay- 
ment to  R.  H.  Myers  of:  1.  All  moneys  paid  to  said  bank 
by  R.  H.  Myers  on  account  of  the  notes  of  said  Keifer,  for 
the  payment  of  which  said  stock  was  held  as  collateral  se- 
curity; 2.  One-half  of  all  moneys  theretofore  or  thereafter, 
up  to  the  exercise  of  the  option,  advanced  to  said  company 
by  R.  H.  Myers,  less  any  payments  made  thereon  by  said 
company;  3.  One-half  of  all  moneys  theretofore  loaned  to 
said  laundry  company  by  said  George  R.  Myers,  less  any 
payments  made  thereon  by  said  company;  and  4.  Interest 
on  said  sums  at  seven  per  cent  per  annum.    It  was  further 
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provided  that  an  accounting  for  any  dividends  paid  upon 
said  stock  should  be  made  and  credited  to  said  Eeif  er  at  the 
time  of  his  exercising  said  option  to  purchase.  B.  H.  Myers 
covenanted  to  advance  to  the  company  from  time  to  time 
such  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  $4,000,  as  might  be  nec- 
essary to  save  the  company  from  bankruptcy.  At  the  same 
time,  and  with  the  consent  of  appellant,  an  agreement  in 
writing  was  made  between  said  bank  and  said  B.  H.  Myers, 
whereby  the  bank  agreed  to  deliver  the  one  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  shares  of  stock  so  pledged  to  it  by  Eeifer  to  the 
said  B.  H«  Myers  at  any  time  upon  his  pa3ring  the  sum  of 
$1,000,  to  be  applied  on  Keifer's  indebtedness  to  said  bank, 
and  the  delivery  to  the  said  bank  of  an  agreement  on  the 
part  of  B.  H.  Myers  to  pay  any  deficiency,  not  exceeding  $750, 
which  might  remain  upon  Keifer's  notes  after  exhausting 
the  real  estate  so  held  by  it  as  security  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

It  will  be  noted  by  this  agreement  with  the  bank,  B.  H. 
Myers  assumes  no  obligation  whatever.  There  was  no  other 
consideration  for  said  transfer  than  that  mentioned  in  the 
agreement.  It  appears  that  B.  H.  Myers  did  pay  upon  said 
indebtedness  of  Eeifer  the  sum  of  $714.92,  and  no  more,  and 
that  from  the  proceeds  of  the  real  estate  so  held  by  the  bank 
the  sum  of  $2,540  was  paid  on  the  principal,  together  with 
$260  interest  thereon.  From  time  to  time  after  December 
29,  1903,  which  was  the  date  of  both  the  agreement  made 
between  Eeifer  and  Myers  and  that  between  Myers  and  the 
bank,  though  neither  was  delivered  until  the  30th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1903,  B.  H.  Myers  advanced  to  said  laundry  company 
divers  sums  of  money,  part  of  which  was  paid  by  said  com- 
pany. Eeifer  did  not  exercise  his  option  to  repurchase  the 
stock  within  the  year,  but  on  January  24  and  January  27, 
1905,  he  offered  to  repurchase  and  redeem  said  stock  under 
the  terms  of  said  agreement,  and  asked  respondent  to  render 
him  a  statement  and  account  of  the  amount  due  thereon, 
which  he,  in  writing,  tendered  and  offered  to  pay.  No  ob- 
jection was  made  to  this  tender.  Bespondent  claimed  that 
the  transaction  constituted  an  absolute  sale,  and  that  appel* 
lant,  having  failed  to  exercise  his  option  within  the  year,  had 
lost  the  right  to  purchase  the  stock.  On  the  other  hand,  ap- 
pellant eontends  that  the  transfer  was  a  pledge  of  stock. 
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'^The  motion  for  nonsuit  admits  the  truth  of  plaintiff's 
evidence  and  every  inference  of  fact  that  can  be  legitimately 
drawn  therefrom,  and  upon  such  motion  the  evidence  should 
be  interpreted  most  strongly  against  defendant."  (HanUy 
V.  Calif omia  etc.  Co.,  127  Cal.  232,  [59  Pac.  577] ;  Ooldstone 
▼.  Merchants'  ete.  Storage  Co.,  123  Cal.  625,  [56  Pac.  776].) 

The  record  shows  that  the  agreements  dated  December  29, 
1903,  were  delivered  on  the  following  day,  on  which  date  the 
certificate  of  stock  representing  the  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  shares  of  stock  which  Eeifer  had  pledged  to  the  bank 
was  withdrawn  and  a  new  certificate  for  said  stock  issued  to 
R.  H.  Myers  and  by  him  redeposited  with  said  bank.  The 
agreement  whereby  Eeifer  was  given  the  right  to  repurchase 
the  stock  and  the  transfer  of  the  stock  to  B.  H.  Myers  con- 
stituted one  and  the  same  transaction.  ''Several  contracts 
relating  to  the  same  matters,  between  the  same  parties,  and 
made  as  parts  of  substantially  the  one  transaction,  are  to  be 
taken  together.  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  1642.)"  {Curtin  v.  Ingle, 
137  CaL  95,  [69  Pac.  836].)  It  appears  that  B.  H.  Myers 
paid  no  consideration  whatever  for  the  transfer  of  the  stock ; 
that  he  assumed  no  obligation  whatever  to  pay  anything  upon 
Keifer's  indebtedness  to  the  bank,  nor  did  he  secure  the  re- 
lease of  Eeifer 's  obligations  as  a  stockholder  of  the  company, 
or  assume  or  agree  to  pay  them.  If  the  company  failed  to 
pay  Oeorge  B.  Myers,  Eeifer  was  still  liable  for  his  propor- 
tion of  its  indebtedness,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  his  stock. 
There  was  no  cancellation  or  surrender  of  the  evidence  of 
any  of  Eeifer's  indebtedness.  The  only  obligation  assumed 
by  B.  H.  Myers  was  to  advance  money  to  the  company  only 
in  case  it  became  necessary  to  save  the  company  from  bank- 
ruptcy. Such  contingency  might  never  arise,  but  if  any  ad- 
vances were  made,  it  was  provided  that  Eeifer  should  pay 
one-half  thereof  upon  a  repurchase  of  the  stock.  If  Myers 
was  the  owner  of  the  stock  instead  of  the  pledgee,  as  he 
claims,  the  covenant  was  an  obligation  to  protect  his  own 
property  and  not  Eeifer 's — a  proposition  which  borders  upon 
absurdity. 

The  fact  that  the  agreement  giving  Eeifer  the  right  to 
repurchase  and  the  transfer  of  the  stock  were  contemporaneous 
(Weiseham  v.  Hocker,  7  OWa.  250,  [54  Pac.  464] ;  Clark  v. 
London,  90  Mich.  83,  [51  N.  W.  357] ;  Waikins  y.  WiUiams, 
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123  N.  G.  170,  [31  S.  E.  388] ) ;  that  the  stock  had  a  substan- 
(ial  value  and  Myers  neither  paid  nor  agreed  to  pay  any- 
thing  in  consideration  of  its  transfer  to  him  {Husheon  ▼. 
Husheon,  71  Cal.  407,  [12  Pac.  410] ;  Ruho  v.  Bennett,  85 
111.  App.  473) ;  that  none  of  Keifer's  existing  liabilities  were 
canceled  and  Myers  assumed  no  part  thereof  under  the  terms 
of  the  agreement;  that  as  a  condition  of  a  retransfer  Eeifer 
was  to  pay  one-half  of  the  company's  unpaid  indebtedness  to 
George  B.  Myers  and  one-half  of  the  money  which  respondent 
had  loaned  the  company,  which  shows  that  to  this  extent  at 
least  the  stock  was  transferred  as  security  (Civ.  Code,  sees. 
2986,  2987)  for  existing  debts  of  the  company,  for  a  part  of 
which  Keifer  was  liable  (Ahem  v.  McCarty,  107  Cal.  386, 
[40  Pac.  482] ;  Farmer  v.  Grose,  42  Cal.  169) ;  that  no  fixed 
price  was  specified  as  a  consideration  for  the  repurchase,  but 
the  amount  was  to  be  as  much  as  would  reimburse  B.  H. 
Myers  for  one-half  of  such  sums  as  he  might  advance  and 
which  might  remain  unpaid,  including  one-half  of  the  amount 
due  from  the  company  to  George  B.  Myers;  that  Keifer  was 
chargeable  with  interest  and  to  be  credited  with  dividends — 
all  are  circumstances  which  tend,  some  of  them  very  strongly, 
to  prove  that  the  transfer  was  a  pledge  and  not  a  sale  of  the 
stock. 

Bespondent  lays  much  stress  upon  the  words  used  in  the 
agreement,  but  the  use  of  the  words  ''sold,  transferred,  and 
assigned,"  and  the  recital  that  Myers  is  the  owner  of  the 
stock,  cannot  change  the  character  of  the  transaction.  For 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  real  contract  made  by  the 
parties,  the  court  looks  beyond  the  terms  of  the  instrument. 
(Eodgkins  v.  Wright,  127  CaL  688,  [60  Pac.  431].) 

The  judgment  is  reversed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart^  J.,  concurred. 
f^  CaL  Apj^-HLS 
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[Grim.    No.  83.    FiiBt  Appellate  District.— June  4,  1907.] 

THE  PEOPLE,  Respondent,  v.  GEORGE  MEYERS,  Ap- 
pellant. 

Criminal  Law — Grand  Larceny — Support  of  Verdict. — Where,  upon 
the  trial  of  a  charge  of  grand  larceny,  there  was  legal  evidence  tend- 
ing to  prove  the  charge,  the  verdict  of  conviction  is  absolutely  final, 
and  cannot  be  reviewed  upon  appeal  on  the  sole  ground  of  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  evidence  to  support  the  verdict. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.     Carroll  Cook,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

E.  W.  Rowland,  and  J.  J.  Earle,  for  Appellant 

U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  for  Respondent 

KERRIGAN,  J. — Defendant  was  charged  with  the  crime 
of  grand  larceny,  and  upon  the  trial  was  found  guilty.  His 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  denied,  and  appeal  is  taken  from 
the  judgment  and  from  the  order  denying  such  motion. 

The  sole  point  made  by  the  appellant  is  that  the  verdict 
of  the  jury  is  entirely  unsupported  by  the  evidence. 

Briefly,  the  testimony  is  as  follows: 

Mrs.  Grace  Hopkins  testified:  '*0n  the  evening  of  Novem- 
ber the  23d,  1905,  at  about  midnight,  in  front  of  a  hotel  on 
Mason  street  in  San  Francisco,  I  saw  Arnold,  Noelke  and 
defendant  Meyers,  all  strangers  to  me.  These  three  men  and 
myself,  at  the  invitation  of  Arnold,  went  into  a  saloon  near 
by,  and  had  several  drinks  of  whisky,  the  last  of  which  looked 
smoky.  At  that  time  I  had  $48  in  a  purse  in  my  stocking, 
and  on  my  fingers  three  diamond  rings  worth  $125,  $90  and 
$60,  respectively.  While  in  the  saloon,  in  attempting  to  re- 
move my  glove,  Arnold  saw  my  rings  and  made  a  grab  for 
my  hand.  I  withdrew  my  hand  and  replaced  my  glove." 
She  further  testified:  ^^I  remember  nothing  that  happened 
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for  several  hours  after  my  drinking  that  smoky  liquor.  The 
next  thing  that  I  recollect  is  awakening  in  a  filthy  room  in 
which  I  had  never  been  before.  I  was  in  bed  and  not  en- 
tirely dressed,  but  my  clothes  had  been  loosened;  my  dress 
was  open;  my  corset  strings  had  been  cut  and  the  corset  re- 
moved and  thoroughly  searched ;  my  shoes  and  stockings  were 
on  the  floor  and  had  been  carefully  examined,  even  the  soles 
of  the  shoes  having  been  inspected.  My  rings  were  not  to  be 
found,  and  on  the  dresser  I  discovered  my  purse  inverted  and 
empty.'' 

The  defendant  George  Meyers  testified:  ''I  am  one  of  the 
defendants  charged  jointly  with  Arnold  and  Noelke.  I  have 
known  Noelke  for  some  time;  I  first  met  Arnold  on  the  night 
of  November  23,  1905.  Noelke  introduced  us.  About  half- 
past  one  in  the  morning  of  November  24,  1905,  the  three  of 
us  were  standing  on  Mason  street  in  front  of  the  Alturas, 
where  Noelke  lived,  when  Mrs.  Hopkins  passed  by.  She  was 
intoxicated  and  asked  us,  'Which  of  you  is  going  to  buy  me 
a  drink  t'  Arnold  said  that  he  would  do  so,  and  started 
down  the  street  with  her.  Noelke  and  I  followed,  and  the 
four  of  us  went  into  a  saloon  near  the  Linwood.  Arnold 
sat  next  to  Mrs.  Hopkins  at  the  table.  We  had  several  drinks, 
but  I  did  not  notice  any  that  appeared  cloudy  or  smoky. 
We  left  the  saloon  about  2 :30  A.  M.  and  went  into  the  Lin- 
wood, Arnold  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  leading  the  way.  Arnold 
went  to  the  desk  and  engaged  a  room,  and  the  night  clerk  took 
him  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  up  in  the  elevator.  Arnold  motioned 
to  Noelke  and  me  to  remain  in  the  office,  and  we  did  so. 
Later  I  took  Noelke  home  to  the  Alturas;  he  was  quite  drunk. 
When  I  left  him  there  he  said  to  me:  *  Arnold  has  a  good 
job  at  the  Park,  and  I'd  hate  to  see  him  lose  it  on  account  of 
a  woman.  Don't  let  him  oversleep,  but  send  him  out  to 
work.'  I  returned  to  the  Linwood,  inquired  of  the  clerk  the 
number  of  the  room  occupied  by  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Hopkins, 
and  having  been  refused  the  key  went  upstairs  and  pounded 
on  the  door  to  arouse  Arnold.  This  I  was  doing  as  an  ac- 
commodation to  my  friend  Noelke,  as  I  had  no  interest  in 
Arnold,  having  only  met  him  the  night  before.  Before  I 
had  received  any  response  from  Arnold  I  was  compelled  to 
desist  by  the  night  clerk,  who  told  me  that  I  was  disturbing 
the  whole  house.    I  returned  to  the  office,   but  presently 
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went  upstairs  again  hoping  that  I  might  awaken  Arnold,  re- 
newed the  knocking  at  the  door  less  violently  than  before, 
and  was  asked  by  Arnold  what  I  wanted.  I  told  him  to  get 
np;  that  it  was  time  for  him  to  go  to  work,  and  he  said, 
^All  right;  111  be  out  in  a  minute/  I  waited  for  him;  pres- 
ently he  came  out  and  asked  me  to  go  with  him  and  have  a 
drink;  and  we  left  the  Linwood  together.  I  had  not  entered 
the  room  occupied  by  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  since  she 
went  up  with  Arnold  in  the  elevator.  I  did  not  take  or 
assist  in  taking  any  property  from  her  person.  On  leaving 
the  Linwood  Arnold  and  I  had  a  drink  together,  and  he  then 
asked  me  if  I  was  acquainted  at  any  pawnshop  in  the  city. 
I  said  that  I  knew  a  clerk  at  a  place  on  Eeamy  street,  and 
Arnold  asked  me  to  take  him  there,  and  said  that  his  girl 
had  given  him  some  things  to  pawn  for  her.  So  I  went  with 
him  to  Jacobs '»  and  there  he  pawned  three  rings  for  $100. 
I  had  never  seen  the  rings  before  that  moment,  and  had  no 
idea  where  he  obtained  them,  except  from  his  statement  that 
his  girl  had  given  him  some  articles  to  pawn.  We  left  the 
pawnshop  together  and  had  another  drink.  We  then  sepa- 
rated, and  I  do  not  know  what  Arnold  did  during  the  rest 
of  the  day.  After  that  I  saw  Arnold  nearly  every  day  un- 
til we  were  arrested,  about  a  week  later.  We  were  arrested 
by  Officer  Byan,  with  whom  I  subsequently  talked  once  or 
twice  about  the  case.  His  account  of  our  conversations  was 
in  the  main  correct.  I  never  received  any  money  from  Ar- 
nold on  account  of  the  deal  between  him  and  the  pawnbroker, 
nor  on  any  other  account;  and  I  never  said  that  I  did." 

Charles  Clark  testified:  ^'I  was  on  duty  as  night  clerk  at 
the  Linwood  Hotel  on  Mason  street  at  about  2  o'clock,  No- 
vember 24,  1905,  when  Mrs.  Hopkins,  Arnold,  Noelke  and 
defendant  Meyers  arrived.  Arnold  came  to  the  desk  and  en- 
gaged a  room.  I  asked  him  his  name,  and  he  replied:  *Any 
old  name;  say  Burke.'  The  room  I  assigned  them  was  on 
the  second  floor.  I  entered  the  elevator  to  take  the  party 
up.  Arnold  and  Mrs.  Hopkins  stepped  in,  and  Noelke  and 
Meyers  started  to  follow  when  Arnold  motioned  them  to  stay 
back,  and  they  retired.  They  remained  in  the  office  while 
I  took  the  others  upstairs.  Mrs.  Hopkins  remarked  while 
in  the  elevator  that  the  place  was  *  dirty'  and  *a  pretty  poor 
looking  dump/    I  showed  them  to  the  room,  and  saw  them 
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enter  and  shut  the  door.  The  door  locked  with  a  snap  lock. 
I  then  returned  to  the  office  where  Noelke  and  Meyers  were 
waiting.  They  remained  for  some  time,  then  went  out  and 
returned.  Noelke  was  quite  drunk.  At  about  5:30  o'clock 
Meyers  and  he  went  outside,  and  Noelke  did  not  return. 
Meyers  returned  in  a  few  minutes.  He  said  something  about 
getting  Arnold  up  and  sending  him  to  work.  He  learned 
which  was  his  room  and  then  ran  upstairs.  He  asked  me 
for  the  key  of  the  room,  which  I  refused  to  give  him,  as 
Arnold  had  given  me  particular  instructions  not  to  allow 
anyone  to  enter  the  room.  Presently  I  heard  a  terrible  racket 
upstairs.  I  went  up  and  found  Meyers  in  the  hall  outside 
of  the  door  of  the  room  which  I  had  given  to  Arnold  and 
Mrs.  Hopkins;  he  was  pounding  and  kicking  on  the  door.  I 
forced  him  to  stop  and  to  go  down  to  the  office  with  me  as 
ho  was  creating  a  sufficient  disturbance  to  arouse  the  whole 
house.  Presently  Meyers  went  up  again  and  made  a  good 
deal  of  noise,  but  was  not  quite  so  boisterous  as  on  the  former 
occasion,  so  I  did  not  disturb  him  this  time.  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  was  in  the  room  on  these  several  trips  or  not. 
Presently  he  and  Arnold  came  down  together  and  left  the 
hotel  at  about  half -past  7." 

H.  Wilkins  and  A.  E.  Trimple  testified  that  they  were 
clerks  at  the  Jacobs  pawnshop;  that  they  knew  Meyers;  that 
on  November  24,  1905,  at  about  8  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Meyers  and  another  man,  whose  name  was  given  as  Burke, 
called  at  the  pawnshop,  and  Burke  pawned  three  diamond 
rings  for  $100. 

It  is  conceded  that  it  was  Arnold  under  the  name  of  Burke 
who  pledged  the  diamond  rings. 

James  L.  Byan,  a  member  of  the  detective  force  of  the  city 
and  county  of  San  Francisco,  testified  that  Meyers  told  him 
that  he  (Meyers)  had  received  from  Arnold  a  commission 
of  $15  out  of  the  $100  in  the  pawnshop  transaction. 

If  there  was  no  legal  evidence  to  support  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  in  this  case,  as  is  contended  by  appellant,  then  there 
would  be  presented  a  question  of  law  upon  which,  of  course, 
this  court  would  have  jurisdiction  to  pass.  The  record,  how- 
ever, shows  dearly  there  was  legal  evidence  to  prove  all  the 
facts  constituting  the  crime  alleged.  In  such  a  case  the  de- 
cision of  a  jury,  in  bo  far  as  this  tribunal  is  concerned,  is 
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absolutely  final.  (Const.,  art.  VI,  sec.  4,  amended  Nov.  8, 
1903;  People  v.  Maroney,  109  Cal.  279,  [41  Pae.  1097] ;  People 
V.  Fitzgerald,  138  Cal.  41,  [70  Pae.  1014] ;  People  v.  Do7i- 
noUy,  143  Cal.  398,  [77  Pae.  177] ;  People  v.  Oonzales,  143 
Cal.  606,  [76  Pae.  962].) 

In  People  y.  Maroney.  109  Cal.  279,  [41  Pae.  1097],  it  is 
said;  "The  power  of  a  jury  in  determining  the  weight  to  be 
given  to  testimony  is,  within  the  rules  of  evidence,  exclusive 
and  supreme,  and  appeals  to  this  court  in  criminal  cases  do 
not  lie  from  the  verdict  of  the  jury  upon  controverted  ques- 
tions of  fact,  but  solely  upon  propositions  of  law." 

In  People  v.  Fitzgerald,  138  Cal.  41,  [70  Pae.  1014],  it  is 
said:  "By  the  constitution  appellate  jurisdiction  is  conferred 
upon  this  court  in  'criminal  eases  prosecuted  by  indictment 
or  information  in  a  court  of  record  on  questions  of  law  alone.' 
Where  there  is  evidence,  therefore,  to  sustain  the  verdict,  a 
question  of  law  cannot  arise,  but  only  in  a  case  where  there 
is  in  effect  an  entire  lack  of  evidence." 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.9  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 


[GIt.    No.  397.    Second  Appellate  District — June  4,  1907.] 

JOHNSON  W.  SUMMERPIELD,  Petitioner,  v.  HERBERT 
G.  DOW,  Auditor  of  Los  Angeles  County,  Respondent 

JUSTICKS     OF    TUB    PSACB — SALARIES     IN     LOS     ANGELES     TOWNSHIP. — 

Under  the  act  of  March  18,  1907,  establishing  a  new  system  of 
county  and  township  govemments,  by  amendments  of  the  Political 
Code,  the  four  justices  of  the  peace  provided  for  in  Los  Angeles 
township,  in  section  4114  thereof,  are,  by  the  provisions  of  sub- 
division 15  of  section  4231  thereof,  each  entitled  to  receive  a 
salary  of  $3,000  per  annum,  payable  in  like  manner  and  out  of  the 
same  fund  and  at  like  times  as  county  officers. 
ID« — Constitutional  Law — Ck)HPENSATioN  in  Pbopobtion  to  Duties. — 
Such  provision  does  not  violate  section  5  of  article  XI  of  the  state 
constitution,  requiring  the  compensation  of  officers  to  be  regulated 
in  proportion  to  duties.  The  adjustment  of  compensation  by  salaries 
in  large  cities,  and  fees  in  smaller  cities,  townsy  aad  Boanrbsa  eooi* 
nranitiee,  proceeds  upon  intrinsic  differences. 
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PETITION  for  writ  of  mandate  to  the  auditor  of  Los  An- 
geles County. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

C.  L.  Shinn,  for  Petitioner. 

Anderson  &  Anderson,  for  Respondent 

TAGGART,  J. — ^Petition  for  writ  of  mandate.  Petitioner 
is  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Los  Angeles  township,  Los  An- 
geles county.  Respondent  is  the  auditor  of  Los  Angeles 
county. 

On  May  11,  1907,  petitioner  demanded  of  respondent  that 
he  draw  a  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  of  Los  Angeles  county 
for  $250,  payable  to  petitioner  as  his  salary  for  the  month 
of  April,  1907,  under  the  provisions  of  subdivision  15  of  sec- 
tion 4231  of  the  Political  Code  as  amended  March  18,  1907. 
(Stats.  1907,  p.  424.)  Respondent  refused  to  issue  said  war- 
rant, and,  as  cause  why  the  mandate  of  this  court  should  not 
issue  commanding  him  to  do  so,  says  the  statute  providing 
for  such  salary  is  unconstitutional. 

The  provision  of  the  constitution  said  to  have  been  violated 
by  the  legislature  in  enacting  the  section  mentioned  is  the 
requirement  of  section  5  of  article  XI  that  "It  [the  legisla- 
ture] shall  regulate  the  compensation  of  all  such  officers 
[county,  township  and  municipal  officers]  in  proportion  to 
duties,''  etc.  Section  4014  of  the  Political  Code,  as  amended 
in  1907,  provides  for  two  justices  of  the  peace  in  each  town- 
ship of  the  state;  provided  that  in  townships  containing 
cities  in  which  city  justices  or  recorders  are  elected  and  in 
townships  having  a  population  of  less  than  five  thousand  there 
shall  be  but  one,  and  provided  farther  that  in  townships 
containing  a  population  of  more  than  one  hundred  thousand 
and  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  there  shall  be  four 
justices  of  the  peace. 

Subdivision  15  of  section  4231,  which  relates  to  the  com- 
pensation of  justices  of  the  peace  in  counties  of  the  sec- 
ond class  (Los  Angeles),  provides  that  justices  of  the  peace 
shall  receive  as  compensation  "such  fees  as  are  now  or  may 
be  hereafter  allowed  by  lawj  provided  that  no  justice  of 
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the  peace  shall  receive  more  than  $1,500  per  annuniy  which 
may  be  paid  in  monthly  installments  of  not  exceeding  $125 
per  month  for  all  services  rendered  by  him  in  criminid  cases 
.  •  •  or  proceedings  to  which  the  People  of  the  State  of  Cali- 
fornia are  parties.  •  .  •  And  provided  f  urther,  that  in  town- 
ships having  a  population  of  more  than  one  hundred  thou- 
sand and  less  than  three  hundred  thousand  each  justice  of 
the  peace  shall  receive  a  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars 
per  year,  payable  in  like  manner  and  out  of  the  same  fund 
and  at  like  times  as  county  officers  are  paid,  and  such  salary 
shall  be  in  lieu  of  all  fees  due  or  to  become  due  such  justice 
for  performance  of  any  official  act.  And  all  fees  .  .  •  shall 
be  and  become  the  property  of  the  county  in  which  such  jus- 
tice exercises  his  jurisdiction.''  Another  proviso  requires 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  to  provide  an  office 
and  necessary  furniture  therefor  and  appoint  a  clerk  for  each 
of  said  four  justices'  courts;  and  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
dollars  per  month  is  provided  to  be  paid  to  each  of  said  derks. 

Los  Angeles  township  is  the  only  one  in  Los  Angeles  county 
to  which  the  provisions  as  to  clerks,  salary,  offices,  etc.,  can 
&PPly>  <^d  it  is  contended,  first,  that  the  compensation  pro- 
vided is  not  in  proportion  to  the  duties  that  the  respective 
justices  of  that  township  may  be  required  to  perform;  and, 
second,  that  when  compared  with  the  compensation  fixed  for 
justices  of  the  peace  in  other  townships  of  Los  Angeles  county, 
the  salary  allowed  is  not  in  proportion  to  the  duties  of  the 
office. 

While  it  is  possible,  we  might  even  say  probable,  judging 
from  human  nature  in  the  average,  that  some  of  the  justices 
of  the  township  in  question  will  perform  more  of  the  duties 
of  the  office  than  others,  we  do  not  think  this  is  a  failure 
of  uniformity  of  operation  which  can  be  reached  in  this  man- 
ner. This  presents  one  of  those  evils  of  our  governmental 
system  which  must  find  relief  at  the  ballot-box.  A  statute 
which  provides  four  officers  to  attend  to  all  the  business  of 
a  specified  kind  within  a  certain  district  at  equal  salaries 
impliedly  imposes  a  duty  upon  these  officers  to  equitably  ap- 
portion the  business  among  them,  whether  there  be  any  ex* 
press  statutory  regulations  in  this  regard  or  not  Any  incon- 
venience to  the  public  from  the  overzeal  of  one  or  more  of 
the  incumbents  of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  to  do  too 
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much  (or  too  little)  will  have  to  be  borne  until  the  opportunity 
arises  to  change  the  personnel  of  the  offices.  That  a  more  ex- 
cellent qystem  was  provided  for  San  Francisco  by  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure  (sec.  85  et  seq.)  does  not  imply  that 
the  latter  is  the  only  constitutional  plan.  The  validity  of  a 
law  is  not  to  bo  tested  by  its  application  to  extreme  cases, 
or  by  assuming  that  public  officers  will  grossly  and  arbitrarily 
violate  their  duties.  If  every  law  were  declared  unconstitu- 
tional which  by  the  application  of  such  tests  could  be  shown 
capable  of  working  injustice,  we  would  have  very  few  laws 
left.     (Rode  V.  Siebe,  119  CaL  520,  [51  Pac.  869].) 

The  greater  stress,  however,  is  laid  upon  the  objection  that 
there  is  not  a  due  apportionment  of  duties  and  compensatioa 
between  the  justices  outside  of  Los  Angeles  cily  and  those  in- 
side. 

The  path  of  judicial  interpretation  through  the  field  of 
county  and  township  legislation  discloses  many  byways.  Con- 
flicting views  are  not  wanting  in  the  various  declarations  of 
the  law  on  the  subject  by  the  courts.  But  we  are  not  called 
upon  to  distinguish  these  cases,  nor  to  attempt  to  reconcile 
them  in  reaching  a  conclusion  on  this  point. 

The  two  cases  relied  upon  by  respondent  to  sustain  his  posi- 
tion that  the  law  is  unconstitutional  (Tucker  v.  Bamum,  144 
Cal.  266,  [77  Pac.  919] ;  MiUard  v.  Kern  County,  147  Cal. 
682,  [82  Pac.  329] )  hold  that  a  classification  of  townships  by 
population  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  compensation  of  the 
officers  thereof,  according  to  the  method  prescribed  by  the 
constitution  for  classifying  counties,  is  valid  and  proper. 

In  Tulare  County  v.  May,  118  CaL  308,  [50  Pac.  427], 
it  is  held  that  different  methods  of  fixing  compensation  of 
county  officers  may  be  provided  in  different  counties.  In 
VaU  V.  San  Diego  Co.,  126  Cal.  35,  [58  Pac.  392],  the  same 
doctrine  is  declared  and  rule  applied  where  a  county  officer 
in  one  class  of  counties  was  compensated  by  salary  and  the 
same  officer  in  all  the  other  classes  of  counties  in  the  state 
received  fees  and  a  per  diem  for  services  rendered.  This 
rule  is  recognized  and  applied  to  township  officers  in  two 
different  classes  of  counties  in  the  later  case  of  Johnson  v. 
Ounn,  148  CaL  745,  [84  Pac.  665]. 

In  Tucker  v.  Barnum,  supra,  the  unequal  limitations  upon 
the  fees  that  might  be  collected  for  the  same  services  was  de- 
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dared  to  violate  the  rule  that  compensation  must  be  in  pro- 
portion to  duties,  and  also  to  violate  the  rule  as  to  local  and 
special  laws  affecting  the  fees  and  salaries  of  officers. 

The  act  before  the  court  in  Millard  v.  Kern  County,  supra, 
was  declared  invalid  on  the  authority  of  the  former  case,  and 
was  subject  to  the  same  objection  when  considered  independ- 
ent of  the  provision  relating  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  to 
whom  were  given  a  fixed  salary  for  all  services  in  civil  and 
criminal  cases.  The  section  classifying  townships  and  fixing 
the  compensation  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  was  consid- 
ered as  an  indivisible  act,  and  on  the  theory  that  one  part 
could  not  be  permitted  to  stand  without  the  other,  the  de- 
cision in  that  case  may  be  sustained.  This  view  of  the  opin- 
ion in  that  case  is  supported  by  the  fact  that  no  attempt 
is  made  to  point  out  the  differences  between  the  two  cases, 
and  the  decision  in  the  Millard  case  is  rested  solely  upon  the 
rule  of  stare  decisis.  This  is  also  further  strengthened  by 
the  special  concurring  opinion  of  Justice  Angellotti  in  the 
later  case.  These  cases  are  easily  distinguishable  from  the 
case  at  bar.  Subdivision  15  of  section  4231  does  not  in 
express  words  classify  the  townships  of  Los  Angeles  county. 
It  fixes  a  uniform  rule  of  compensation  by  fees  for  all  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county,  with  a  limitation  of  $1,500 
per  annum  in  criminal  cases,  and,  by  a  proviso,  establishes 
salaries  for  the  four  justices  of  the  peace  provided  for  one 
of  the  classes  of  townships  created  by  the  general  law.  (Pol. 
Code,  sec.  4014.)  Both  the  other  classes  created  by  section 
4014  receive  the  fees  allowed  by  law,  with  the  same  limita- 
tions in  criminal  cases.  The  legislature  in  its  discretion  has 
fixed  a  different  mode  of  compensation  in  the  two  classes 
created  by  the  legislation  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  compen- 
sation, and  there  is  nothing  before  this  court  from  which  it 
can  ascertain  whether  the  compensation  of  one  class  will  be 
less  or  more  than  the  other. 

Conceding  full  force  and  effect  to  all  that  has  been  said 
since  Longan  v.  Solano  Co,,  65  Cal.  122,  [3  Pac.  463],  in  re- 
gard to  compensation  being  fixed  in  proportion  to  duties 
rather  than  according  to  population,  and  the  same  rules  of 
interpretation  of  statutes  are  applicable.  The  mode  and 
measure  of  compensation  of  public  officers  are  both  peculiarly 
matters  of  legislative  discretion,  and  an  act  of  the  legislature 
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in  relation  thereto  ought  to  be  clearly  shown  to  be  uncon- 
stitutional before  being  so  declared  by  the  courts.  The  va- 
lidity of  statutes  should  not  be  determined  upon  mere  pos- 
sible contingencies.  So  long  as  the  classification  seems  based 
upon  conditions  which  suggest  the  propriety  of  the  different 
adjustments  made  between  the  classes,  and  the  adjustments 
proceed  upon  intrinsic  differences,  and  are  not  based  upon 
mere  arbitrary  distinctions,  it  should  be  upheld.  {Vail  v. 
San  Diego  Co.,  126  Cal.  35,  [58  Pac.  392].) 

While  the  population  of  a  township  may  not  alone  be  suffi- 
cient to  determine  the  duties  required  of  an  officer,  density 
of  population  has  always  been  regarded  as  one  of  the  prime 
considerations  in  ascertaining  the  amount  of  compensation  to 
be  paid  a  public  officer  for  discharging  the  duties  of  his  office, 
and  also  in  determining  the  system  to  be  adopted  in  meas- 
uring such  compensation.  Salary  is  the  method  most  gen- 
erally adopted  to  compensate  officers  of  large  cities,  and  fees 
those  of  smaller  cities  and  towns  and  nonurban  communities. 
The  adjustment  between  the  classes  in  the  act  under  consid- 
eration appears  to  proceed  not  only  upon  intrinsic  differences 
existing  between  the  townships  of  the  respective  classes,  but 
is  based  upon  well-recognized  distinctions,  which  go  directly 
to  the  duties  required  of  such  officers,  and  to  the  methods 
of  compensation  ordinarily  and  generally  used.  To  sustain 
respondent's  position  here  would  be  to  hold  any  act  uncon- 
stitutional which  provided  fees  as  the  measure  of  compensa- 
tion in  one  class  of  townships  and  salaries  in  another.  We 
find  no  authority  to  sustain  such  a  position. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  legislature  did  not  violate 
its  legislative  discretion  in  enacting  the  portion  of  subdi- 
vision 15  of  section  4231  of  the  Political  Code  as  amended 
in  1907  which  fixes  the  salary  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of 
Los  Angeles  township  at  $3,000  per  annum  for  the  personal 
discharge  of  their  official  duties.  In  arriving  at  this  conclu- 
sion, however,  we  have  not  considered  those  provisions  relat- 
ing to  salaries  of  clerks,  office  rent,  supplies,  etc.,  as  affect- 
ing the  compensation  of  the  justices  of  the  peace.  These  are 
matters  which  naturally  suggest  questions  which  have  not 
been  presented  on  this  application.  For  instance,  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  or  not  it  is  competent  to  create  special  town« 
ship  officers  for  one  class  of  townships  in  one  county  (that 
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is,  clerk  of  the  justice's  court) ,  under  a  classification  of  such 
townships  by  population  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  compen- 
sation. Neither  have  we  considered  the  proviso  as  to  rent, 
furniture,  supplies,  etc.,  because  we  deem  it  unnecessary  to 
the  decision  of  the  question  raised  on  this  application.  The 
legislature  has  made  express  provision  for  a  salary  of  $3,000 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  Los  Angeles  township,  and 
petitioner  is  entitled  to  receive  the  salary  of  $250  per  month 
as  demanded.  The  writ  of  mandate  of  this  court  is  directed 
to  issue  commanding  respondent  to  draw  his  warrant  upon 
the  county  treasurer  of  Los  Angeles  counly  for  the  amount 
as  prayed  for. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Allen,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  eotirti 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  August  3,  1907. 


[CSt.    No.  867.    Second  Appellate  District. — June  8,  1907.] 

In  the  Matter  of  the  Estate  of  LOUISIANA  R.  LONG,  De- 
eeased.  E.  B.  FOX,  Appellant,  v.  J.  B.  TOBEBMAN, 
and  J.  C.  KAYS,  Executors,  Bespondents. 

Estates  of  Deceased  Pessons—Salb  ov  Beal  Estate— FAUiUBS  or 

PUSCHASEE  TO  COHPLY  WITH  TeBMS — ^RESALE — ^DISCRETION. — If,  ftf tcf 

the  confirmatioxi  of  a  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  the 
purchaser  who  had  made  a  smaU  cash  pajmient  neglected  and  refused 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  sale,  the  onlj  reason  offered  being  that 
owing  to  the  condition  of  the  money  market^  he  was  not  able  to 
raise  the  balance  of  the  purchase  monej,  the  court  had  discretion, 
upon  application  of  the  executors,  to  set  aside  the  sale  and  order 
a  resale  of  the  property,  and  the  exercise  of  its  discretion  wiU  not 
be  disturbed  upon  appeal. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County  setting  aside  a  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  de- 
ceased person,  and  ordering  a  resale.    G.  A.  Gibbs,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eoort 
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L.  M.  Fall,  and  E.  B.  Fox,  for  Appellant 
Frank  James^  for  Respondents. 

SHAW,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  an  order  of  the  court 
setting  aside  a  sale  of  certain  real  estate  belonging  to  the 
estate  of  Louisiana  B.  Long,  deceased,  and  ordering  a  resale 
of  the  property. 

Tho  only  facts  material  to  the  case  are,  that  on  March  6, 
1906,  appelant  in  open  court  bid  $15,400  cash  for  certain  real 
estate  belonging  to  the  estate  of  deceased  upon  condition  that 
he  should  be  furnished  an  unlimited  certificate  of  title  show- 
ing the  property  entirely  dear  of  all  liens  or  clouds.  The 
bid  was  accepted,  appellant  paid  $1,550  on  account  of  the 
purchase  price,  and  thereupon  the  court  made  its  order  con- 
firming the  same.  Thereafter,  on  July  20,  1906,  pursuant  to 
notice  duly  given,  respondents  moved  the  court  to  set  aside  the 
sale  so  made  to  appellant  and  order  a  resale  of  the  property, 
the  grounds  of  the  motion  being  that  said  appellant  had  neg- 
lected and  refused  to  pay  the  balance  of  the  agreed  purchase 
price  of  the  property.  The  hearing  of  this  motion  was,  at  the 
request  of  appellant,  continued  from  July  20th  to  August  10th, 
on  which  last-mentioned  date  the  court  made  the  order  set- 
ting aside  the  sale,  and  from  which  this  appeal  is  prosecuted. 

Sometime  in  June,  1906,  there  was  delivered  to  appellant 
a  certificate  of  title  executed  by  the  Title  Insurance  and 
Trust  Company  of  Los  Angeles,  and  appellant  then  accepted 
the  title  to  the  property  as  shown  by  this  certificate,  provided 
the  respondents,  who  were  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  said 
deceased,  would  credit  him  on  his  bid  with  the  sum  of  $63 
paid  on  a  street  improvement  bond;  to  all  of  which  the 
executors  consented  and  agreed.  A  tender  of  the  deed  and 
a  demand  for  the  balance  of  the  purchase  price  was  admitted. 
The  only  objection  urged  against  granting  this  motion  was 
the  condition  of  the  money  market.  Fox  stating  that  he  was 
not  able  at  that  time  to  raise  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
price;  whereupon  the  court,  at  his  request,  continued  the  hear- 
ing to  August  10,  1906,  at  which  time  the  order  granting  the 
motion  was  made. 

Section  1554,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  provides:  "If,  af- 
ter the  confirmation,  the  purchaser  neglects  or  refuses  to 
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comply  with  the  terms  of  the  sale,  the  court  may,  on  mo- 
tion of  the  executor  or  administrator,  and  after  notice  to  the 
purchaser,  order  a  resale  to  be  made  of  the  property."  Un- 
der this  provision  of  the  statute,  the  making  of  the  order  was 
a  matter  solely  within  the  discretion  of  the  court.  The  rec- 
ord discloses  no  abuse  of  discretion ;  indeed,  the  circumstances 
would  seem  to  permit  no  other  course  than  that  pursued. 

After  the  order  was  made  appellant  filed  an  affidavit,  which 
purported  to  embody  his  objections  to  the  granting  of  the 
motion.  This  affidavit  was,  by  an  order  of  the  court  made 
October  12,  1906,  stricken  from  the  files.  No  appeal  was 
taken  from  this  order,  and  neither  the  affidavit  nor  the  rol* 
ing  of  the  court  in  striking  it  from  the  files  can  be  consid- 
ered on  this  appeal,  which  was  taken  some  three  weeks  prior 
to  said  October  12th. 

The  order  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  oonrt, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  August  3,  1907. 


[GIt.    No.  889.    Fint  Appellate  Di8tnet.^Jxine  ff,  1907.] 

FBED  DODD,  Respondent,  v.  H.  C.  PASCH  and  ROBERT 
PASCH,  Copartners  Under  the  Firm  Name  of  PASCH 
BROS.,  Appellants. 

Lease— RxED  Tebm—Speohied  Bental— Partial  Becbipt— COnsteuo- 
noN. — ^A  lease  bearing  date  September  25,  1905,  and  acknowledging 
receipt  from  the  lessees  named  of  $20  on  account  of  '^old  Schien 
■tore,  at  a  monthly  rental  from  Oct.  1,  of  $125  per  month  for 
first  six  months,  i.  e.,  to  April  1st;  of  $75  per  month  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  closing  Oct.  1,  1906;  $105  due  and  payable, '' 
and  signed  by  the  lessors,  under  which  the  lessees  entered  October  1, 
1905,  and  paid,  is  by  its  terms  a  fixed  lease  for  one  year.  The  fact 
that  it  is  in  part  a  receipt  is  immaterial. 

Id. — Pabol  Evidkncb — Tenancy  from  Month  to  Month. — ^Parol  «i?i- 
dNue  is  inadmiwrible  to  Taiy  the  terms  of  such  lease  by  ahowing  tiiat 
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it  was  leased  from  month  to  month,  and  that  the  lessor  terminated 
it  by  notice. 

Id. — Essentials  ov  Lease. — The  onlj  essentials  of  a  lease  are  that 
it  shall  dearly  show  the  names  of  the  contracting  parties,  prem- 
ises leased,  the  rental,  and  the  term. 

Id. — Time  ov  Payment  ov  Bent  not  Essential^ — ^The  time  of  payment 
of  the  rent  need  not  be  specified  in  the  lease,  for  when  not  stated 
nor  governed  by  usage,  it  is  ilxed  l^  law,  by  the  terms  of  section 
ld47  of  the  Civil  Code. 

Id. — ^SlONATITBB  ov  LESSEES   NOT   ESSENTIAL— ACGEPTANOB* — ^It  iS   ioffi- 

cient  that  the  lease  is  signed  by  the  lessor.  The  signatures  of  the 
lessees  are  not  essential;  but  they  manifest  their  acceptance  of  the 
lease  by  entering  under  it  and  paying  the  rent. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Fresno 
County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial.  H.  Z.  Austin, 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Johnston  &  Jones,  and  W.  P.  Thompson,  for  Appellants. 

Lewis  H.  Smith,  for  Bespondent 

HALL,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment  and  order  denying  de- 
fendants' motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  recover  the  possession  of 
certain  premises  rented  of  plaintiff  by  defendants.  The  com- 
plaint was  framed  upon  the  theory  that  the  defendants  wera 
tenants  from  month  to  month  and  were  holding  over  after 
one  month's  notice  terminating  their  tenancy.  Defendants 
pleaded  that  they  leased  the  premises  for  one  year  ending 
October  1,  1906,  and  at  the  trial  introduced  in  evidence  in 
support  thereof  a  writing  signed  and  delivered  to  defendants 
by  plaintiff  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"Fresno,  Cal.,  Sep.  25,  1905. 

"Received  of  Pasch  Bros.  Twenty  and  no/100  dollars  on 
a/c  of  old  Schien  store  at  a  monthly  rental  from  Oct.  1,  of 
$125.00  per  month  for  first  6  months,  i.  e.  to  April  1st;  of 
$75.00  per  month  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  closing  Oct 
1,  1906.    $105  (one  hundred  and  five)   due  and  payable. 

"$20  no/100.  FRED  DODD.*' 
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Defendants  went  into  possession  October  1,  1905,  and  paid 
all  rent  up  to  March  1,  1906,  at  which  time  they  tendered 
the  rent  for  March,  which  was  refused  by  plaintiff,  he  hav- 
ing on  February  28th  given  defendants  a  notice  to  surrender 
possession  March  1,  1906. 

The  trial  court,  over  the  objection  and  exception  of  de- 
fendants, permitted  the  plaintiff  to  give  testimony  of  an  oral 
agreement  to  the  effect  that  he  leased  the  premises  sued  for, 
known  as  the  old  Schien  store,  to  defendants  from  month  to 
month,  although  he  admitted  that  he  executed  and  delivered 
to  defendants  the  writing  above  set  forth,  and  that  the  money 
specified  had  been  paid. 

The  court  made  findings  in  accord  with  the  theory  of  plain- 
tiff, and  gave  judgment  accordingly. 

Defendants  contend  that  the  writing  above  set  forth  oon- 
stituted  a  written  contract  of  lease  for  the  term  of  one  year 
ending  October  1, 1906,  and  that  no  evidence  of  any  oral  agree- 
ment contrary  to  the  terms  thereof  was  admissible. 

Of  the  correctness  of  this  contention  we  have  no  doubt 
The  instrument  clearly  shows  the  contracting  parties,  the 
premises  leased,  the  rent  and  the  term,  which  is  clearly  one 
year,  ending  October  1,  1906.  These  are  all  the  essential 
requisites  of  a  lease  that  need  be  specified  in  the  contract  of 
lease.  Other  conditions  usually  contained  in  leases  are  non- 
essential. The  time  of  payment  even  need  not  be  specified, 
for  when  not  stated  in  the  lease  nor  governed  by  usage,  it  is 
fixed  by  the  law.     (Civ.  Code,  sec  1947.) 

''To  constitute  a  lease  no  particular  form  of  words  is 
necessary.  Whatever  words  show  an  intention  on  the  part 
of  the  lessor  to  dispossess  himself  of  the  premises,  and  on 
the  part  of  the  lessee  to  enter  and  hold  in  subordination  to 
the  lessor's  title,  are  sufficient."  (18  Am.  &  Eng.  Bncy.  of 
Law,  605.) 

Munsan  v.  TTray,  7  Blackf.  (Ind.)  403,  was  an  action 
against  Mrs.  Munson  for  holding  over  her  term  as  tenant, 
brought  on  the  theory  that  she  was  a  tenant  at  wiU  or  at  suf- 
ferance. Defendant  (Mrs.  Munson)  gave  in  evidence  an  in- 
strument in  writing  signed  by  the  complainant  as  follows: 
''Bec'd  of  Mrs.  Munson  $3.50  for  rent  of  my  brick  house  in 
Covington  for  one  month,  with  privilege  of  keeping  it  six 
months  at  the  same  rate.    No.  91  or  95.    Deo'r  1st,  1843,'* 
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and  proved  that  it  had  reference  to  the  premises  sued  for. 
The  court  held  it  a  good  lease  and  that  the  lessee  could  not 
be  dispossessed,  if  she  paid  the  rent,  until  the  expiration  of 
the  six  months. 

In  Eastman  v.  Perkins,  111  Mass.  30,  a  writing  at  the  foot 
of  a  receipted  bill  for  hay  in  these  words:  "Left  at  stable  on 
Oak  street,  where  Andrew  J.  Perkins  takes  possession.  Rent 
to  begin  October  1,  1870,  for  one  year  at  $150.  John  C. 
Hoadley,*'  was  held  to  be  a  good  lease.  The  court  said:  "The 
memorandum  affixed  to  the  bill  of  parcels  expresses  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner  that  the  defendant  should  have  immediate 
possession  of  the  stable,  and  should  continue  to  occupy  it  at 
a  specified  rent  and  for  a  definite  time.  Although  brief  and 
informal  therefor,  it  had  all  the  essential  elements  of  a  pres- 
ent demise  (citing  cases).  Being  accepted  by  the  defend- 
ant, it  gave  him  all  the  rights  of  a  lessee." 

In  the  case  at  bar,  defendants,  by  paying  the  rent  and  en- 
tering into  possession  of  the  premises,  accepted  the  lease.  It 
was  not  necessary  for  the  lessee  to  sign  the  lease.  (Johnson 
on  Landlord  and  Tenant,  sec.  77;  Taylor  on  Landlord  and 
Tenant,  see.  147;  18  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of  Law,  606;  Castro 
V.  Oaffey,  96  Cal.  421,  [31  Pac.  363] ;  Scott  v.  Olenn,  97  Gal. 
513,  [82  Pac.  573].)  The  instrument  in  question  being  a 
valid  lease,  and  unambiguous  as  to  the  term  of  the  tenancy, 
it  was  error  to  allow  oral  evidence  that  the  tenancy  waa 
from  month  to  month.  (Civ.  Code,  sec.  1625;  McDonald  v. 
Poole,  113  Cal.  437,  [45  Pac.  702].) 

The  cases  relied  on  by  respondents  on  this  question  are  not 
in  point.  In  Kreuzberger  v.  Whigfield,  96  Cal.  251,  [31  Pac. 
109],  the  writing  relied  on  was  a  mere  memorandum  so  vague 
and  uncertain  as  not  to  constitute  a  contract  at  all. 

The  case  at  bar  was  not  an  attempt  to  explain  a  clause  or 
term  susceptible  of  two  different  interpretations  {Williams  v. 
Ashurst,  144  Cal.  619,  [78  Pac.  28]),  or  to  prove  a  collateral 
parol  agreement  not  inconsistent  with  the  writing  (Sivers  v. 
Sivers,  97  Cal.  518,  [32  Pac.  571] ;  Ouidery  v.  Oreen,  95  Cal. 
630,  30  Pac.  786] ),  but  a  bald  attempt  to  contradict  the  terms 
of  the  written  contract 

Neither  can  the  action  of  the  trial  court  be  sustained  on  the 
theory  that  the  writing  waa  a  receipt^  for  while  it  is  a  re- 
$  Can  App.— 44 
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ceipt,  it  is  also  something  more.    It  is  a  contract  of  lease  of 
the  premises  described  for  the  term  of  one  year. 
The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.    No.  872.    Second  Appellate  District. — ^Jnne  5,  1907.] 

KATE  BEKINS,  Appellant,  v.  MINNIE  DIETERLB  and 
WILLIAM  DIETERLE,  Respondents. 

Praudulent  Conveyance — Husbanb  and  Wipe — Support  of  Find- 
ings.— In  an  action  by  a  wife  to  have  her  title  quieted  against  jadg- 
ment  creditors  of  the  husband,  who  are  selling  his  property  under 
execution,  where  the  court  finds,  upon  sufficient  eTidence,  that  oa 
the  day  on  which  their  judgment  was  rendered,  he  transferred  prop- 
erty purchased  with  community  funds  in  a  large  sum  to  the  wife,  for 
a  nominal  sum,  and  had  the  deed  recorded  in  her  name,  with  intent 
to  hinder  and  defraud  the  judgment  creditors  of  the  husband,  the 
findings  in  their  favor  will  not  be  disturbed. 

Id. — ^Fraudulent  Inten'i>— Other  Property  Immaterial. — ^Where  fraud 
nlent  intent  is  found  upon  sufficient  evidence,  the  conveyance  is 
void  as  to  existing  creditors,  and  the  question  whether  the  debtor 
has  other  property  is  immaterial. 

Id. — ^Presumption  of  Separate  Property  trom  Deed  to  Wifb  not 
Conclusive. — ^The  presumption  arising  under  the  amendment  of 
1889  to  section  164  of  the  Civil  Code,  that  property  conveyed  to  the 
wife  is  her  separate  property,  eannot  be  deemed  conclusive,  and  may 
be  overcome  by  proof  that  the  purchase  was  made  with  community 
funds.  In  such  case  the  property  remains  the  property  of  the  hus- 
band, and  is  liable  for  the  community  debts. 

Id. — Earnings  of  Wife  Part  of  Community  Property. — The  earnings 
of  the  wife  are  as  much  part  of  the  community  property  u  are  the 
earnings  of  the  husband. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial  D. 
K.  Trasky  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  courts 
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J.  Marion  Brooks,  F.  B.  Guthrie,  and  Henry  £«  Wills,  for 
Appellant 

E.  W.  Freeman,  and  A.  D.  Laughlin,  for  Bespondents. 

SHAW,  J. — Appeal  from  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defend- 
ants, and  from  an  order  denying  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  new 
trial. 

The  appellant,  Kate  Bekins,  is  the  wife  of  M.  Bekins.  On 
December  29,  1896,  Minnie  and  William  Dieterle  commenced 
an  action  against  M.  Bekins  to  recover  damages  for  the  con- 
version of  certain  personal  property  alleged  to  have  been  de- 
livered to  him  for  storage  in  his  warehouse,  and  which  prop- 
erty he  refused  to  redeliver  to  the  plaintiffs  in  said  suit  on 
demand  therefor.  The  judgment  rendered  in  favor  of  M. 
Bekins  on  the  first  trial  was  reversed  {Dieterle  v.  Bekins,  143 
Gal.  683,  [77  Pac.  664]),  and  upon  a  second  trial,  had  on 
December  23,  1904,  judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiffs therein.  Execution  was  issued  and  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  sheriff,  who  duly  levied  upon  certain  real  estate  as 
belonging  to  M.  Bekins,  the  judgment  debtor,  and  proceeded 
to  advertise  the  same  for  sale;  whereupon  Eate  Bekins,  the 
appellant,  who  claimed  ownership  of  the  property,  instituted 
this  action  to  enjoin  the  sheriff  from  selling  the  same  and  have 
her  alleged  title  thereto  quieted  as  against  Minnie  and  William 
Dieterle. 

It  appears  that  the  real  estate,  which  is  of  the  value  of 
$34,500,  was  conveyed  to  M.  Bekins  on  October  31,  1904,  and 
stood  in  his  name  until  December  23,  1904,  when,  for  a  stated 
consideration  of  $10,  he  executed  a  deed  therefor  to  his  wife. 
Kite  Bekins,  and  without  other  delivery  to  her,  filed  the  same 
for  record  at  1 :40  P.  M.  of  said  day.  The  consideration  paid 
for  the  property  when  conveyed  to  M.  Bekins  was  $34,500. 
This  amount  was  paid  by  checks  drawn  upon  money  on  de- 
posit to  the  credit  of  Kate  Bekins,  who  testified  that  she 
"drew  it  from  the  moneys  of  the  Bekins  Van  and  Storage 
Company."  At  the  date  of  the  conveyance  from  M.  Bekins 
to  his  wife  he  had  no  other  property  out  of  which  the  judg- 
ment could  be  made.  During  all  of  the  times  covered  by 
these  several  transactions  M.  Bekins  was  engaged  in  the  van 
and  storage  business,  and  Kate  Bekins,  in  addition  to  caring 
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for  her  household  duties,  assisted  him  in  the  active  managre- 
xnent  and  conduct  of  said  business.  At  the  date  of  her  mar- 
riage appellant  had  only  $100,  which,  she  says,  was  long 
ago  expended,  The  business  was  incorporated  subsequently 
to  the  date  of  the  commencement  of  respondents'  suit  against 
M.  Bekina,  and  the  husband  placed  some  of  the  stock  in  the 
name  of  appellant,  the  reason  for  his  doing  so  being  unknown 
to  her.  There  was  other  testimony  to  show  that  M.  Bekins, 
after  the  commencement  of  suit  by  respondents,  turned  his 
property  over  to  his  wife  when  he  was  sick,  and,  as  her  at- 
torney testified,  *'8he  has  been  the  man  of  the  family." 

The  court  found  that  the  property  levied  on  was  com- 
munity property;  that  the  consideration  for  the  purchase 
thereof,  $34,500,  was  paid  out  of  community  funds;  that  the 
deed  dated  December  23,  1904,  whereby  M.  Bekins,  in  consid- 
eration of  $10,  conveyed  the  property  to  his  wife,  Kate  Bekina, 
was  intended  by  M.  Bekins  to  hinder,  delay,  and  defraud  his 
creditors,  and  especially  the  respondents  herein;  that  at  the 
time  of  making  said  conveyance  M.  Bekins  had  no  other  prop- 
erty out  of  which  respondents'  judgment  could  be  made. 

Appellant  attacks  all  of  these  findings,  asserting  that  they 
are  not  justified  by  the  evidence.  Section  162,  Civil  Code, 
defines  the  separate  property  of  the  wife  as  being  ''all  prop- 
erty owned  by  her  before  marriage,  and  that  acquired  after- 
ward by  gift,  bequest,  devise  or  descent,  with  the  rents,  is- 
sues and  profits  tiierefrom."  Section  163,  Civil  Code,  like- 
wise defines  the  separate  property  of  the  husband.  All  other 
property  than  that  designated  in  said  sections  162  and  163, 
acquired  after  marriage  **by  either  husband  or  wife,  or  both, 
IB  community  property.'*  (Civ  Code,  sec.  164.)  As  this  last 
section  stood  prior  to  the  amendment  of  1889,  property  con- 
veyed to  the  wife  during  coverture  was  presumed  to  be  com- 
munity properly.  {Morgan  v.  Lones,  78  Cal.  58,  [20  Pac. 
248] ;  Davis  v.  Green,  122  Cal.  364,  [59  Pac.  9].)  As  such 
it  was  under  the  control  of  the  husband  and  might  be  mort- 
gaged by  him  or  subjected  to  the  payment  of  his  debts  re- 
gardless of  the  fact  that  it  stood  of  record  in  the  name  of  the 
wife.  {Davis  v.  Green,  122  Cal.  364,  [59  Pac.  9] ;  Schuyler 
V.  Broughion,  70  Cal.  282,  [11  Pac.  719].)  This  presump- 
tion  could  be  overcome  by  evidence  that  the  consideration 
paid  for  the  property  was  the  separate  funds  of  the  wife. 
The  amendment  of  1889  changed  this  presumption  by  adding 
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the  following  provision  to  section  164:  "But  whenever  any 
property  is  conveyed  to  a  married  woman  by  an  instrument 
in  writing,  the  presumption  is  that  the  title  is  thereby  vested 
in  her  as  her  separate  property."  This  presumption,  like  the 
one  existing  before  the  amendment,  is  not  conclusive,  but  may 
be  overcome  by  extrinsic  evidence  showing  the  consideration 
for  the  property  to  have  been  paid  out  of  the  community 
funds;  and  when  such  fact  is  established  the  property,  not- 
withstanding it  stands  in  the  name  of  the  wife,  is  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  husband  and  is  liable  for  the  community 
debts.  The  presumption  of  a  separate  estate  created  in  Kate 
Bekins  by  the  conveyance  from  M.  Bekins  is  overcome  by  the 
evidence,  which  clearly  shows  the  property  to  have  been  pur- 
chased with  community  funds.  She  testifies:  "I  drew  it  (the 
$34,500  paid  for  the  lots)  from  the  moneys  of  the  Bekins 
Van  and  Storage  Company."  "It  was  taken  out  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Van  and  Storage  Company."  The  consideration 
paid  for  the  property  did  not  represent  the  earnings  of  the 
wife,  but  of  the  community  business.  The  fact  that  she.  as 
the  "man  of  the  family,"  had  active  charge  of  the  business 
did  not  affect  its  character  as  community  property.  Be- 
sides,  her  services  and  earning  power  were  as  much  a  part 
of  the  marital  community  capital  as  that  of  the  husband. 
"The  services  of  the  wife  are  a  part  of  the  earning  power  of 
the  community,  and  the  earnings  received  for  her  services 
constitute  community  property  as  much  as  do  the  earnings 
received  for  the  services  of  the  husband."  (Martin  v.  South- 
ern Pac.  Co.,  130  Cal.  285,  [62  Pac.  515] ;  Smith  v.  Furnish, 
70  Cal.  424,  [12  Pac.  392].)  The  evidence  justified  the  court 
in  finding  that  the  real  estate  levied  on  was  community  proj)- 
erty. 

The  evidence  in  support  of  the  finding  that  the  conveyance 
was  made  with  intent  to  defraud  Minnie  and  William  Dieterle 
is  likewise  sufficient.  The  uncontradicted  facts  are  that  judg- 
ment was  rendered  against  M.  Bekins  on  December  23,  1904, 
on  the  afternoon  of  which  day  he,  unknown  to  his  wife, 
voluntarily  and  without  consideration  therefor  (other  than 
$10)  executed  and  filed  for  record  a  deed  which  purported 
to  convey  property  of  the  value  of  $34,500,  and  which  appel- 
lant testified  was  all  the  property  he  owned.  Is  not  the  in- 
ference from  these  facts  irresistible  that  he  intended  to  place 
the  property  beyond  the  reach  of  respondents'  judgment  t    No 
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rational  mind  could  reach  any  other  conclusion  than  that 
found  by  the  court  (Judson  v.  Lyford^  84  CaL  505,  [24 
Pac.  286].) 

Section  3439,  Civil  Code,  provides:  ''Every  transfer  of 
property  or  charge  thereon  made,  every  obligation  incurred, 
and  every  judicial  proceeding  taken,  with  intent  to  delay 
or  defraud  any  creditor  or  other  person  of  his  demands,  is 
void  against  all  creditors  of  the  debtor,  and  their  successors 
in  interest,  and  against  any  person  upon  whom  the  estate 
of  the  debtor  devolves  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  others  than 
the  debtor."  The  court  found  that  prior  to  the  execution 
of  the  deed  in  question  respondents  were  creditors  of  M. 
Bekins,  and  that  the  transfer  of  his  property  to  his  wife  was 
made  with  the  intent  to  hinder,  delay  and  defraud  them  in 
the  collection  of  their  claim.  Under  these  findings  the  con- 
veyance was  void  as  against  respondents,  and  as  to  their 
judgment  the  title  and  ownership  of  the  property  remained 
in  M.  Bekins  as  fully  as  though  no  transfer  had  been  at- 
tempted. '*A  void  thing  is  as  no  thing."  The  deed  was  a 
nullity.  ''As  against  the  fraudulent  transferee,  the  creditor 
may  seize  the  property,  whether  real  or  personal,  as  that 
of  the  fraudulent  vendor,  and  may  proceed  to  sell  it  under 
execution."  (1  Freeman  on  Executions,  sec.  136.)  In  BuU 
V.  Ford,  66  Cal.  176,  [4  Pac.  1175],  the  court,  in  discussing 
a  transfer  made  with  fraudulent  intent,  said:  ''The  convey- 
ance to  defendant  being  void,  as  against  Alvarado's  creditors, 
the  creditors  were  authorized  to  levy  upon  and  sell  the  prop- 
erty as  if  no  conveyance  had  ever  been  made  by  their  debtor." 
(Judson  V.  Lyford,  84  Cal.  505,  [24  Pac.  286] ;  First  Nat 
Bank  v.  MaxweU,  123  Cal.  360,  [69  Am.  St.  Rep.  64,  55  Pac. 
580] ;  Hemenway  v.  Thaxter,  150  Cal.  737,  [90  Pac.  116] ; 
BuU  V.  Bray,  89  Cal.  300,  [26  Pac.  873].) 

The  intent  to  defraud  existing  creditors  being  established, 
the  question  as  to  the  debtor  having  other  property  becomes 
immaterial  for  the  reason  that  the  attempted  transfer  as  to 
such  creditors  is  void.  "Indeed,  it  matters  not,  where  per- 
sonal intent  to  defraud  is  shown,  that  the  fraudulent  con- 
veyance, if  allowed  to  stand,  would  not  harm  anyone,  by  rea- 
son of  the  fact  that  the  debtor  has  other  property  ample  in 
amount  within  the  reach  of  his  creditors."  (2  Bigelow  on 
Fraud,  p.  393.)  "A  rich  man  may  make  a  fraudulent  deed 
as  well  as  one  who  is  insolvent"     {Eager  y.  Shindler,  29 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]  Bekins  v.  Dieterlb.  695 


Cal.  60.)  It  therefore  follows  that  the  ruling  of  the  court 
in  permitting  respondents  to  file  an  amendment  to  their  an- 
swer pending  trial,  whereby  they  alleged  the  insolvency  of 
M.  Bekins,  was  at  most  harmless  error.  Adopting  appellant's 
view  of  its  importance,  it  was  clearly  within  the  discretion 
of  the  court  and  no  abuse  of  discretion  appears.  In  support 
of  her  contention  that  it  must  be  shown  that  the  debtor  had 
no  other  property,  not  only  at  the  time  of  the  transfer,  but 
at  the  time  of  the  levy  of  execution  thereon,  appellant  cites 
Albertoli  v.  Branham,  80  Cal.  631,  [13  Am.  St.  Rep.  200,  22 
Pac.  404] ,  which  seems  to  support  her  contention.  The  point 
involved  there,  however,  was  the  suflSciency  of  the  allegations 
of  an  answer  which  did  not  allege  the  transfer  to  have  been 
made  without  consideration,  nor  that  the  debtor  did  not  have 
other  property  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  debts.  The  learned 
judge  who  wrote  that  opinion  made  no  reference  to  section 
3439,  Civil  Code.  In  our  judgment,  it  is  opposed  to  direct 
statutory  provision  contained  in  section  3439,  Civil  Code,  and 
contrary  to  later  judicial  expression  of  the  supreme  court 
wherein  it  is  held  in  substance  {First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Maxwell, 
123  Cal.  360,  [69  Am.  St.  Rep.  64,  55  Pac.  580]):  If  the 
fraudulent  intent  is  found  to  exist,  the  conveyance  is  void, 
notwithstanding  the  debtor  has  other  property  ample  Ib 
amount  to  satisfy  his  creditors. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  August  3,  1907. 
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[dr.    No.  276.    Rnt  Appellate  DiBtrlet. — June  6,  1007.] 

EGBERT  WHITTLE,  Eespondent,  v.  ANNIE  WHITTLE, 
Sued  as  ANNE  WHITTLE,  Appellant 

Husband  and  Wife — ^Deseetion — ^Ubb  by  Wife  or  Husband's  Monkt 
FOB  Suppobt — ^Action  fob  Beoovebt  not  Maintainable. — ^A  hoe- 
band  is  bound  to  support  his  wife,  and  where  he  has  deserted  her 
without  just  cause,  and  provides  her  with  no  means  of  support,  she 
is  entitled  to  use  the  money  of  the  husband,  which  comes  lawfully 
in  her  hands,  with  which  to  provide  herself  with  the  necessaries  of 
life,  and  in  such  case  equity  and  good  conscience  will  not  permit 
the  husband  to  recover  the  money  from  her  as  had  and  received  to 
his  use. 

Id. — Tbial— Pleadings  Missing  fbom  Files — ^Peactice. — ^Where  at  the 
trial  the  pleadings  are  missing  from  the  files,  the  correct  practice 
would  be  either  to  find  the  originals,  or  supply  copies.  Where  they 
appear  in  the  record,  no  injury  appears  in  causing  the  trial  to  pro- 
ceed without  their  presence. 

Id. — ^Action  fob  Monet  Had  and  Beceived — Statute  of  Limitations. — 
An  action  for  money  had  and  received  dates  only  from  receipt 
of  the  money,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  received  upon  a  note  since 
outlawed    cannot  affect  the  statute  of  limitations. 

Id. — ^Notb  Payable  to  Husband  and  Wdpe — Suit  by  Husband — ^De- 
fense— Payment  to  Wife — Fobmeb  Judgment  not  a  Bab. — ^Where 
the  note  was  payable  to  both  husband  and  wife,  and  in  a  former  suit 
thereon  by  the  husband  to  collect  the  note,  in  which  the  wife  was 
made  a  defendant,  a  defense  by  the  payee  that  he  had  paid  the  note 
to  the  wife  as  one  of  the  payees,  in  which  judgment  was  given  to 
the  wife,  such  former  judgment  cannot  constitute  a  bar  to  an  action 
by  the  husband  against  the  wife  for  money  had  and  received. 

Id. — Equitable  Defense  to  Money  Had  and  Beceived. — The  general 
principle  is  that  in  an  action  of  money  had  and  received  the  de- 
fendant may  show  any  facts  that  entitle  him  to  retain  the  money 
on  legal  or  equitable  ground,  and  if  the  right  of  the  defendant  to 
retain  the  money  is  equal  to  that  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant 
must  prevail.  In  an  action  by  the  husband  against  the  wife  for 
money  had  and  received,  it  was  error  to  refuse  to  allow  her  to  prove 
in  defense  that  the  husband  had  willfully  deserted  her,  without  just 
cause,  and  that  the  money  received  was  necessarily  expended  by  her 
for  the  necessaries  of  life. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  deny- 
ing a  new  trial.    Frank  H.  Kerrigan,  Judge. 
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The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
J.  C.  Bates,  for  Appellant 
P.  J.  Mogan,  and  M.  S.  Eisner,  for  Respondent 

COOPER,  P.  J.— The  complaint  alleges  that  the  plaintiff 
and  defendant  are  husband  and  wife,  but  that  they  have  been 
living  separate  and  apart  since  August,  1893;  that  in  No- 
vember, 1893,  the  defendant  received  $1,097.60  to  and  for 
the  use  of  plaintiff;  that  said  money  was  partly  the  separate 
property  of  plaintiff  and  partly  community  property,  and 
that  defendant  has  not  paid  the  same  nor  any  part  thereof. 

The  answer  alleges  that  all  the  money  received  by  the  de- 
fendant was  received  by  her  as  the  wife  of  the  plaintiff,  and 
was  necessarily  used  by  her  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  for 
her  board  and  maintenance,  after  plaintiff  had  willfully  de- 
serted and  separated  from  her  without  just  cause. 

The  cause  was  tried,  findings  filed,  and  judgment  thereupon 
entered  for  plaintiff. 

This  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  and  the  order  denying 
defendant's  motion  for  a  new  triaL 

Several  errors  are  assigned  and  argued  in  appellant's  brief, 
which  we  will  notice  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  discussed. 

It  is  claimed  that  error  was  committed  in  trying  the  case 
without  the  pleadings  being  before  the  court.  It  appears 
from  the  bill  of  exceptions  that  the  plaintiff's  attorney  stated 
to  the  court  that  the  papers  in  the  case  were  missing  from 
the  files,  but  that  he  had  copies  that  he  could  supply  in  case 
the  originals  were  not  found.  Defendant's  attorney  objected 
to  proceeding  with  the  case  until  the  original  papers  were 
produced  or  other  papers  substituted  in  lieu  thereof.  The 
court  overruled  the  objection,  and  the  trial  proceeded,  The 
correct  practice  would  have  been  to  find  the  originals  or  sup- 
ply copies  before  the  trial  of  the  case,  but  that  may  have 
been  done.  The  pleadings  are  now  here  as  a  part  of  the  record, 
and  it  does  not  appear  that  they  are  not  the  original  docu- 
ments, nor  does  it  appear  that  they  were  not  found  and  used 
during  the  trial.  No  further  question  appears  to  have  been 
raised  concerning  them,  and  no  injury  to  defendant  is  made 
to  appear. 
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The  plaintiff  offered  in  evidence  a  note  for  $924.60,  dated 
February  19,  1891,  made  by  Mary  D.  Carpenter  and  payable 
to  plaintiff  and  defendant.  To  this  the  defendant  objected 
upon  several  grounds,  among  others  that  it  was  not  admissible 
under  the  pleadings,  and  that  it  appeared  to  be  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  The  court  overruled  the  objection. 
The  ruling  of  the  court  was  not  erroneous.  The  complaint 
alleges  that  the  money  was  received  from  Mary  D.  Carpenter. 
The  note  was  only  used  to  refresh  the  memory  of  defendant, 
who  was  being  examined  as  a  witness  for  plaintiff.  She  was 
asked  if  she  collected  any  part  of  the  said  note,  and  she  an- 
swered that  she  did  collect  one-half  of  it— $462.30 — about 
November  3,  1893.  This  was  the  basis  of  the  judgment  en- 
tered up  for  plaintiff.  The  question  under  investigation  was 
as  to  the  fact  of  defendant  receiving  the  money,  and  the  date 
when  it  was  received. 

The  defendant,  by  way  of  estoppel,  offered  in  evidence  the 
judgment  and  judgment-roll  in  a  former  suit  in  the  superior 
court  of  the  city  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  in  which  the 
present  plaintiff  was  plaintiff,  and  the  present  defendant  and 
Mary  D.  Carpenter  were  defendants,  the  action  being  to  re- 
cover judgment  upon  the  promissory  note  hereinbefore  re- 
ferred to.  The  court  sustained  the  plaintiff's  objection  to 
said  judgment-roll,  to  which  ruling  the  defendant  excepted, 
and  now  claims  that  the  court  erred  in  so  doing.  Without 
regard  to  the  question,  discussed  in  the  briefs,  as  to  the  estop- 
pel not  having  been  pleaded  in  the  answer,  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  judgment  was  not  admissible.  The  former  suit  was 
between  the  same  parties,  but  the  question  involved  and  the 
issue  under  investigation  was  not  the  same.  That  was  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  the  amount  of  the  promissory  note  against 
Mary  D.  Carpenter,  the  maker  thereof.  The  present  defend- 
ant was  made  a  defendant  in  the  former  action  bcause,  as 
alleged,  she  would  not  consent  to  become  plaintiff.  She  was 
one  of  the  parties  to  whom  the  note  was  payable,  and  no  judg- 
ment was  asked  against  her.  The  court  in  the  former  suit 
found  that  defendant  Mary  D.  Carpenter  had  paid  the  said 
note  to  this  defendant.  Judgment  was  accordingly  entered 
for  the  defendants  in  such  former  suit  The  fact  that  it  was 
adjudged  and  declared  in  such  former  suit  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  upon  the  note,  for  the  reason  that  the 
maker  of  the  note  had  paid  it  to  one  of  the  payees,  was  not  an 
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adjudication  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  maintain  an  action 
against  the  joint  payee  who  had  received  the  money.  Upon 
discovering  that  the  note  had  been  paid  to  defendant,  he 
had  the  right  to  bring  an  action  for  money  had  and  received 
to  his  use.  The  statute  of  limitations  in  such  case  would  not 
begin  to  run  until  the  money  was  received  by  defendant.  In 
order  to  constitute  an  estoppel  the  former  judgment  must 
have  been  between  the  same  parties,  in  the  same  right,  in 
regard  to  the  same  subject  matter,  and  must  necessarily  have 
involved  the  determination  of  the  same  fact,  to  prove  or  dis- 
prove which  it  is  introduced  in  evidence.  [Laguna  Drainage 
Dist  V.  Charles  Martin  Co.,  5  Cal.  App.  166,  [89  Pac.  933].) 

We  come  now  to  the  important  question  in  the  case,  and  the 
one  which,  in  our  view,  necessitates  a  reversal.  The  answer, 
as  has  been  shown,  alleges  that  the  money  was  received  by 
the  defendant  as  the  wife  of  the  plaintiff,  and  had  been  used 
by  her  for  the  necessaries  of  life  after  the  plaintiff  had  de- 
serted her  and  left  her  without  means.  In  receiving  the 
money  defendant  was  guilty  of  no  wrong.  The  note  by  its 
terms  was  payable  to  her  as  one  of  the  payees.  She  received 
it  as  lawfully  as  if  she  had  received  it  from  the  hands  of  her 
husband.  She  had  the  right  to  use  it,  because  she  was  the 
wife  of  the  plaintiff,  and  he  was  liable  for  her  support  and 
maintenance,  and  had  left  her  without  means.  While  the  de- 
fendant was  upon  the  stand  as  plaintiff's  witness,  and  after 
she  had  testified  to  receiving  the  money,  her  counsel  asked 
her  in  cross-examination  what  she  did  with  it.  Counsel  for 
plaintiff  objected  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
incompetent,  irrelevant  and  immaterial,  and  not  cross-exam- 
ination. The  court  sustained  the  objection,  to  which  defend- 
ant's counsel  duly  excepted. 

After  the  plaintiff  rested,  the  defendant  took  the  witness- 
gtand  in  her  own  behalf,  and  was  again  asked  by  her  counsel 
flie  same  question.  The  same  objection  was  made  as  to  the 
competency,  relevancy  and  materiality  of  the  question,  fol- 
lowed by  the  same  ruling.  She  was  then  asked  if  she  was 
living  with  plaintiff,  and  if  the  plaintiff  had  contributed  any- 
thing to  her  support  for  the  past  eight  years.  These  ques- 
tions were  objected  to  by  the  plaintiff  as  being  incompetent, 
irrelevant  and  immaterial,  and  the  objections  were  sustained. 
The  ruling  was  thus  clearly  made  that  the  defendant  couUl 
not  show  that  she  had  used  the  money  for  the  necessaries  of 
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life  after  the  plaintiff  had  willfully  deserted  and  abandoned 
her,  leaving  her  without  means.  It  appears  clear  to  us  that 
if  the  money  had  come  into  the  hands  of  the  defendant  while 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  living  together  as  husband  and 
wife,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  during  the  time  they  were  so 
living  together,  necessarily  used  the  money  for  the  family, 
or  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover. 
There  is  no  difference  in  principle  between  the  facts  of  the 
present  case  as  alleged  in  the  answer.  The  defendant,  al- 
though deserted,  was  still  the  wife  of  plaintiff.  In  law  she 
was  part  of  his  family.  He  had  not  been  released  from  the 
legal  obligations  resting  upon  him.  He  could  not,  by  wrong- 
fully deserting  the  defendant,  take  advantage  of  his  own 
wrong.  He  certainly  ought  not  to  be  in  a  better  legal  posi- 
tion by  reason  of  his  desertion  than  he  would  be  if  still  liv- 
ing with  defendant.  By  the  marriage  plaintiff  contracted  the 
obligation  of  supporting  defendant  (Civ.  Code,  sees.  155. 
174.)  It  was  said  by  the  supreme  court  in  Galland  v.  Oalland, 
38  Cal.  266 :  '^  Amongst  other  rights  secured  to  the  wife  is  the 
right  to  be  suitably  supported  and  maintained  by  the  husband 
according  to  his  means  and  station.  If  he  fails  or  refuses  to 
provide  such  support  for  her,  the  law  authorizes  her  to  pur- 
chase from  others,  on  the  credit  of  her  husband,  whatever  is 
necessary  for  her  maintenance  and  suitable  to  her  station  in 
life.  There  can  be  no  diversity  of  opinion  on  this  point, 
which  is  thoroughly  well  settled."  If  the  law  authorizes  the 
wife,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  the  husband  to  provide  for  her, 
to  purchase  from  others,  and  holds  him  responsible,  is  there 
any  reason  in  law  or  morals  why  she  could  not  use  the  money 
in  her  hands  for  the  same  purpose  T  Can  it  be  said  that  the 
husband  in  such  case  may  recover  the  money  from  the  wife, 
and  then  in  turn  the  merchant  who  furnishes  her  with  the 
necessaries,  recover  from  the  husband  t  In  Livingston  v.  Svr 
perior  Court,  117  Cal.  633,  [49  Pac.  836],  it  was  held  that, 
under  section  155  of  the  Civil  Code,  where  a  husband  has 
no  separate  properly,  and  there  is  no  community  prop- 
erty, and  the  husband  is  unable,  by  reason  of  infirmity, 
to  support  himself,  an  action  would  lie  to  compel  the  wife 
to  support  him  out  of  her  separate  property.  In  that 
case,  OaUand  v.  Galland,  supra,  is  approved  and  followed  and 
the  statutory  liability  of  the  husband  and  wife  discussed. 
It  thus  appears  beyond  question  that  if  the  answer  is  true. 
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the  plaintiff  was  liable  for  the  support  of  the  defendant. 
The  action  for  money  had  and  received  lies  to  recover  money 
to  which  plaintiff  is  entitled,  and  which  in  justice  and  equity 
the  defendant  ought  to  refund  to  the  plaintiff,  and  which  de- 
fendant cannot  with  a  good  conscience  retain.  (Bouvier's 
Law  Dictionary,  under  heading  *' Money  had  and  received,*' 
and  authorities  cited;  Sacramento  County  v.  Southern  Pac. 
Co.,  127  Cal.  217,  [59  Pac.  568,  825].)  It  was  held  in  the 
latter  case  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  money  which 
had  been  paid  to  defendant  in  good  faith  but  upon  a  void 
contract.  That  in  equity  and  good  conscience  the  plaintiff 
was  not  entitled  to  the  money,  although  the  defendant  could 
not  in  law  have  recovered  the  money  upon  the  illegal  con- 
tract 

The  general  principle  is  that  in  this  kind  of  action  the  de- 
fendant may  show  any  facts  that  entitle  him  to  retain  the 
money,  either  upon  legal  or  equitable  grounds.  The  right  of 
the  defendant  need  not  necessarily  be  better  than  that  of  the 
plaintiff.  If  it  is  equal  thereto,  the  defendant  must  prevail. 
(4  Wait's  Actipns  and  Defenses,  p.  511,  and  cases  cited; 
Boone  on  Code  Pleading,  sec.  171.) 

Our  conclusion  is  that  the  defendant  had  the  right  to  show 
by  way  of  defense  that  she  was  the  wife  of  the  plaintiff;  that 
plaintiff  had  deserted  her,  leaving  her  without  means;  that 
the  money  came  lawfully  into  her  possession,  and  was  neces- 
sarily used  by  her  for  her  support  and  maintenance.  In 
such  case  equity  and  good  conscience  will  not  permit  the  plain- 
tiff to  recover. 

The  views  herein  expressed  make  it  unnecessary  to  pass 
upon  other  questions  argued  in  the  briefs.  The  judgment 
and  order  are  reversed. 

Hall,  J.9  and  Kerrigan,  J^  concurred. 
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[car.    No.  840.    Second  AppeHato  Distriet.— ^imo  T,  1907.] 

HERCULES    OIL   REFINING  COMPANY,  Appellant,  t. 
GEORQE  HOCKNELL  et  al.,  Respondenti. 

ODBPO&ATIONS— LlABILITT   OF   DiSIOTOBS — ^IflSlFPBOPBIATIOE    Of  HOKKT 

BT  President  not  Proved — ^Nonsuit. — ^The  liability  of  the  directors 
of  a  corporation  for  misappropriatioB  of  mon^  bj  the  prerident 
of  the  corporation  la  limited  strictlj  to  mon^  proved  to  have  bees 
misappropriated  bj  him;  and  in  an  action  bj  the  eorporation  to 
enforce  such  liability,  where  the  evidence  fails  to  show  that  the 
president  misappropriated  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  eorpoim- 
tion,  a  nonsuit  was  properly  granted. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    D.  K.  Trask,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eourt* 

E.  B.  Drake,  and  Jones  &  Drake,  for  Appellant 

A.  M.  Cates,  and  Gkorge  A.  Corbin,  for  Respondents 

TAGGART,  J. — ^This  is  an  action  to  recover  from  defend- 
ants, as  directors  of  the  corporation  plaintiff,  moneys  of  the 
corporation  alleged  to  have  been  embezzled  and  misappro- 
priated by  an  officer  of  the  corporation  during  the  term  of 
office  of  said  directors.  The  officer  who  was  charged  with 
the  misappropriation  (defendant  Hocknell)  was  not  before 
the  court,  but  the  other  defendants  appeared  and  defended, 
and  as  to  them,  and  each  of  them,  the  court  granted  a  mo- 
tion for  a  nonsuit. 

Plaintiff  appeals  from  the  judgment  and  presents  a  bill 
of  exceptions  on  the  ruling  of  tiie  court  granting  the  nonsuit. 

The  charge  against  Hocknell,  as  president,  rests  upon  the 
following  facts,  to  wit:  On  November  25,  1902,  the  board 
of  directors  of  plaintiff  adopted  a  resolution  authorizing  and 
empowering  the  defendant,  B.  L.  Vickrey,  as  secretary  of  the 
company,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  all  the  remaining  treasury 
stock  of  plaintiff  (being  130,000  shares  of  the  par  value  of 
$1  per  share)  at  the  best  price  obtainable  in  the  market 
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November  26,  1902,  thirteen  certificates  (Nos.  1718  to  1730, 
inelusive)  of  said  stock  for  10,000  shares  each,  were  issued 
to  C.  Walton  Cannon,  a  broker  in  New  York  City,  and  for- 
warded to  him  for  sale.  He  did  not  sell  any  of  the  stock, 
but  under  date  of  August  31,  1903,  an  entry  was  made  in 
the  books  of  the  company  by  the  bookkeeper,  at  the  direc- 
tion of  Hocknell,  in  the  name  of  W.  H.  Cannon  (conceded  to 
be  intended  for  C.  Walton  Cannon) :  **To  Capital  Account, 
130,000  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  Hercules  Oil  Refining 
Company,  two  cents;  See  Minutes  of  meeting  of  Board  of 
Directors,  11,  25,  1902,  $2,600.00.'* 

Hocknell  procured  the  stock  certificates  from  Cannon  per- 
sonally while  in  New  York  City  at  least  as  early  as  June  15, 
1903,  and  "when  he  returned  from  the  east*'  told  the  secre- 
tary of  the  company  that  he  (Hocknell)  had  bought  the  stock 
at  two  cents  a  share  and  "turned  in  $2,600  for  the  stock." 
He  did  not  say  who  he  bought  it  from,  but  the  secretary  (who 
was  empowered  to  sell)  testified  that  he  considered  he  (the 
secretary)  had  sold  the  stock  to  Hocknell  at  two  cents  per 
share,  that  being  the  best  price  obtainable  at  the  time,  and 
because  the  company  needed  the  money.  He  further  testi- 
fied: "I  felt  I  was  doing  the  company  a  favor  to  get  two 
cents  for  the  stock,"  and  that  "there  would  soon  be  an  as- 
sessment on  the  stock  of  ten  or  fifteen  cents  a  share."  There 
was  no  transfer  of  any  of  the  Cannon  stock  to  Hocknell  on 
the  books  of  the  corporation. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1902,  or  the  first  of  1903,  Hocknell 
sold  to  Alexander  Campbell  25,000  shares  of  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Hercules  Oil  Refining  Company,  and  received 
$5,000  cash  therefor.  On  June  15,  1903,  Hocknell  forwarded 
from  Ocean  Park  three  certificates  of  stock,  one  (No.  1762) 
for  7,105  shares  in  the  name  of  George  Hocknell,  two  (1718 
and  1719)  for  10,000  shares  in  the  name  of  Walter  Cannon. 
Later,  September,  1903,  three  certificates  in  the  name  of 
Campbell  for  5,000,  10,000  and  10,000  shares,  respectively, 
were  substituted  for  the  original  certificates. 

About  the  same  time  Campbell  purchased,  Fred  A.  Pennell 
also  bought  from  Hocknell  1,000  shares  for  which  he  paid 
$200  cash,  and  by  letter  dated  at  Ocean  Park  on  June  15, 
1903,  received  a  certificate  for  it  in  the  name  of  George  Hock- 
nelL  Later  on,  September  10,  1903,  he  received  a  certificate 
in  hit  own  name  in  lieu  of  the  Hocknell  one. 
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Thomas  B.  McPherson,  on  October  25,  1901,  bought  6,250 
shares  of  stock  from  George  Hocknell  and  paid  him  $1,250  for 
them,  and  again  on  the  twenty-third  day  of  January,  1903, 
made  another  purchase  of  a  similar  amount  for  the  same  price. 
The  first  certificates  of  stock  sent  to  him  were  in  his  name,  and 
bore  date  September  3,  1903.  Each  block  of  stock  was  paid 
for  on  the  date  of  its  purchase. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Hupp  bought  10,000  shares  of  stock  from  Hock- 
ndl  and  paid  $2,000  cash  for  them,  but  does  not  give  the 
date  of  purchase.  The  stock  certificate  was  issued  in  his 
name  and  received  about  September  6,  1903.  The  circum- 
stances appear  to  justify  the  inference  that  this  purchase 
was  made  about  the  same  time  that  Campbell  and  Pennell  pur- 
chased. 

All  of  these  purchasers  bought  from  Hocknell  and  knew 
nothing,  apparently,  of  whether  the  stock  purchased  was 
treasury  stock  or  stock  belonging  to  Hocknell.  The  evidence 
does  not  disclose  how  much  of  the  residue  of  the  600,000 
shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the  corporation  was  held  or 
owned  by  Hocknell,  either  at  the  time  of  sale  or  the  time  of 
delivery  of  the  stock  sold  by  him.  The  books  of  the  com- 
pany show  that  the  certificates  for  the  48,500  shares  issued 
to  these  four  purchasers  in  their  respective  names  in  Sep- 
tember, 1903,  were  all  by  transfer  and  cancellation  of  the 
Cannon  certificates  to  that  amount,  and  that  the  residue  of 
the  130,000  shares,  81,500  shares,  was  sold  to  one  B.  M.  Frees. 
The  latter  sale  is  not  material  to  this  action. 

The  time  at  which  the  secretary  accepted  Hocknell 's  declara- 
tion that  he  had  bought  the  stock,  at  a  sale  thereof,  is  stated 
with  much  uncertainty  in  the  testimony.  *' Sometime  in 
July,  if  I  remember  correctly,"  and  ** after  he  returned  from 
the  east  with  the  stock,"  cover  Mr.  Vickrey's  recollection  of 
the  matter.  The  letter  from  Hocknell  to  Campbell  shows 
he  had  the  Cannon  certificates  at  Ocean  Park  as  early  as 
June  15,  1903,  and  was  assuming  to  deal  with  them  as  his 
own.  There  was  nothing  on  the  books  of  the  company  until 
August  31, 1903,  to  show  that  he  (or  anyone  else)  had  bought 
them. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit  was  properly 
granted  upon  the  first  cause  of  action,  which  counted  on  a 
participation  of  the  other  defendants  with  Hocknell  in  the 
transactions  complained  of,  but  appellant  clainia  that  there 
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was  a  sufficient  showing  made  of  the  liability  of  the  defend- 
ants other  than  Hocknell,  under  section  3  of  article  XII  of 
the  constitution  of  the  state  of  California  to  avoid  the  grant- 
ing of  a  nonsuit  as  to  such  defendants  on  the  second  cause 
of  action. 

The  section  of  the  constitution  invoked  merely  makes  the 
directors  sureties  for  their  fellow-directors  and  for  the  of- 
ficers of  the  corporation  for  "moneys,''  when  so  misappro- 
priated as  to  make  the  officer  misappropriating  liable,  and 
authorizes  the  creditors  and  stockholders  to  sue^  etc.  The 
section  is  not  penal  in  the  technical  sense,  as  it  allows  no 
recovery  as  a  punishment,  but  only  to  compensate  for  a  loss. 
But  the  liability  created  is  that  of  suretyship,  in  which  the 
innocent  always  suffers  for  the  guilty,  and  therefore  the 
surety  may  always  stand  upon  the  very  letter  of  his  bond. 
For  this  reason  the  liability  must  be  limited  strictly  to  moneys 
misappropriated.  (Winchester  v.  Howard,  136  CaL  444,  [89 
Am.  St.  Rep.  153,  64  Pac.  692,  69  Pac.  77].) 

The  allegation  of  the  complaint  is  to  the  effect  that  said 
defendant  Hocknell  did,  on  or  about  January  15,  1903,  mis- 
appropriate the  sum  of  $8,730  of  plaintiff's  funds. 

The  evidence  to  support  this  shows  that  in  the  latter  part 
of  1902,  or  the  first  part  of  1903,  Hocknell  received  from 
Campbell  $5,000,  from  Pennell  $200  and  from  Hupp  $2,000. 
That  he  received  $1,250  from  McPherson  in  October,  1901, 
and  $1,250  in  January,  1903.  (The  October,  1901,  payment 
by  McPherson  is  apparently  not  included  in  the  sums  alleged 
to  have  been  misappropriated.)  At  this  time  the  Cannon 
stock  was  in  New  York  City  in  the  hands  of  Cannon  for 
sale,  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  the  company. 
The  first  connection  between  Hocknell  and  this  stock  appears 
when  he^  on  June  15,  1903,  assumed  to  send  two  of  the 
certificates  therefor  (1718  and  1719)  from  Ocean  Park  to 
Campbell  on  account  of  the  sales  of  stock  made  to  the  latter 
about  five  or  six  months  before.  If  Vickrey's  fixing  of  dates 
is  correct,  the  next  is  when  he  told  Yickrey  he  had  bought 
the  Cannon  stock,  and  the  latter  accepted  him  as  the  pur- 
chaser thereof,  after  his  return  from  the  east  about  July. 
The  circtimstances  surrounding  these  transactions  might  jus- 
tify a  finding  that  the  return  mentioned  was  at  least  as  early 
as  June  15, 1903,  thus  accounting  for  the  stock  being  in  Hock- 
nell's  possession  on  that  date  after  he  had  purchased  it. 
§  CaL  App.--45 
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Giving  the  inconsistency  between  the  assumption  of  owner- 
ship of  the  stock  by  Hocknell,  June  15,  1903,  and  Vickrey's 
testimony  that  it  was  in  July,  all  the  consideration  rationally 
possible,  and  it  cannot  be  said  that  the  trial  court  should 
have  done  more  than  to  hold  for  the  purpose  of  the  nonsuit 
that  Hocknell  took  control  of  the  Cannon  stock  as  early  as 
June  15,  1903.  We  find,  then,  that  he  sold  stock  of  the 
Hercules  Oil  Company  at  twenty  cents  in  January,  and  that 
about  five  months  thereafter  he  used  the  treasury  stock  of 
the  corporation,  for  which  he  paid  but  two  cents  per  share 
to  the  company,  to  make  delivery  on  such  sales.  The  date 
of  the  purchase  from  the  secretary  was  either  in  June  or 
July,  and  some  uncertainty  exists  as  to  whether  he  made  this 
purchase  before  or  after  he  had  used  the  stock  for  the  purpose 
named.  This  stock  was  never  registered  in  the  name  of  Hock- 
nell in  the  books  of  the  company,  but  transferred  to  Hock- 
nell's  vendees  upon  cancellation  of  the  Cannon  certificates, 
and  a  record  of  the  purchase  of  the  stock  in  Cannon's  name 
did  not  appear  upon  the  books  until  August  31,  1903. 

Conceding  that  the  lack  of  certainty  in  the  evidence  as  to 
the  transactions  from  June  to  September  was  sufiicient  to 
arouse  a  suspicion  or  put  the  company  upon  inquiry  as  to 
these  matters,  there  is  no  evidence  to  justify  an  inference 
that  the  money  received  in  January  belonged  to  the  company. 
At  that  time  the  Cannon  stock  was  in  New  York,  Hocknell 
had  no  stock  of  the  corporation  to  sell,  and  was  not  author- 
ized to  sell  any  on  the  company's  account.  There  was  no 
stock  belonging  to  the  company  under  his  control  that  he 
could  have  fraudulently  sold.  The  company  could  not  have 
been  compelled  to  deliver  any  stock  to  make  good  these  sales. 
There  ia  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show  that  the  transactions 
were  anything  more  than  sales  by  Hocknell  for  future  de- 
livery made  on  his  own  individual  account.  A  misrepre- 
sentation to  his  purchasers  as  to  the  stock  he  had  or  was  au- 
thorized to  sell  would  have  been  a  fraud  upon  them  and  not 
upon  the  company,  and  the  taking  of  funds  so  received  woidd 
not  have  been  a  misappropriation  of  moneys  of  the  corpora- 
tion. There  is  not  a  scintilla  of  evidence  from  which  the  in- 
ference can  be  reasonably  drawn  that  when  the  sales  were 
made  in  January,  Hocknell  expected  to  acquire  the  Cannon 
stock  to  make  delivery  therefrom  on  these  sales.  If  there 
were,  the  transaction  would  have  been  good  as  to  the  corn- 
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pany  if  it  be  shown  that  Hocknell  paid  the  full  value  of  the 
stock  at  the  time  of  purchase.  The  transactions  as  to  the 
stock  after  Hocknell's  return  from  the  east  appear  from  JTr. 
Vickrey's  testimony  to  have  been  carried  out  in  good  faith 
and  the  company's  interest  properly  looked  after,  and  the 
full  value  of  the  stock  at  the  time  of  sale  obtained.  Even 
the  burden  put  upon  accounting  trustees  was  fairly  met,  and 
this  all  appears  as  part  of  plaintiflE's  case.  Mr.  Vickrey's 
testimony  was  uncontradicted  and  was  entitled  to,  and  no 
doubt  did,  receive  full  weight  and  credit  from  the  trial  court 
in  granting  the  defendants'  motion  for  a  nonsuit. 

A  nonsuit  may  be  granted  by  the  court,  upon  motion  of 
the  defendant,  when  upon  the  trial  the  plaintiff  fails  to  prove 
a  suflBcient  case  for  the  jury.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  581,  subd. 
5.)  The  rules  as  to  nonsuit  are  the  same  whether  the  trial 
18  by  the  court  or  by  a  jury.  (Freese  v.  Hibernia  8av.  etc. 
Soc,  139  Cal.  392,  394,  [73  Pac.  172].)  The  motion  admit* 
the  truth  of  all  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  and  every  inference 
of  fact  that  can  be  legitimately  drawn  therefrom,  and  the 
evidence  should  be  interpreted  most  strongly  against  the  de- 
fendant. {Ooldstone  v.  Merchants'  etc.  Co.,  123  Cal.  625,  [56 
Pac.  776] ;  Hanley  v.  California  etc.,  127  Cal.  232,  [59  Pac. 
577].)  Whatever  facts  relevant  to  the  issue  the  evidence 
tended  to  prove  on  plaintiff's  behalf  must  be  regarded  as 
proved  {Ferris  v.  Baker,  127  Cal.  520,  [59  Pac.  937]),  and 
the  sufficiency  or  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  tending  to  sus- 
tain plaintiff's  case  cannot  be  considered.  (Zilmer  v.  Oerich^ 
ten,  111  Cal.  77,  [43  Pac.  408].)  All  of  these  shadings  of 
the  rule,  we  think,  mean  simply  that  a  nonsuit  should  be 
ienied  where  the  evidence,  and  the  presumptions  reason- 
ably arising  therefrom,  are  legally  sufficient  to  prove  the  ma- 
terial allegations  of  the  complaint,  and  that  it  should  be 
granted  where  they  are  not.  {Ooldstone  v.  Merchants'  etc. 
Co.,  123  Cal.  625,  [56  Pac.  776].)  To  avoid  a  nonsuit,  the 
evidence  of  the  plaintiff  must  be  sufficient  to  raise  more  than 
a  mere  surmise  or  conjecture  that  the  fact  is  as  alleged.  It 
must  be  such  that  a  rational,  well-constructed  mind  can  rea- 
sonably draw  from  it  the  conclusion  that  the  fact  exists. 
{Janin  v.  London  &  8.  F.  Bank,  92  CaL  27,  [27  Am.  St 
Bep.  82,  27  Pac  1100].) 
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Measured  by  these  rules,  the  evidence  failed  to  show  anj 
misappropriation  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  plaintiff  by  Mr. 
Hocknell,  and  the  nonsuit  was  properly  granted. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J^  eoncurred. 


[GlT.    No.  848.    Ttot  AppeDste  District.— Jime  11,  1907.) 

BAKER  ft  HAMILTON,  Appellant,  ▼.  Q.  W.  LAMBEBT, 

Respondent. 

QooDs  Bold  and  Dkliyesid — ^Pleading — ^PAvrKKSsHZF  LuBiUTr— 
WiovEX  or  NoNJOiNDXR. — A.  reeoveiy  maj  be  had  npon  a  partner- 
■hip  liabiUt/  against  one  of  the  partners  saed  indiTidnallj,  where 
he  fails  to  plead  a  nonjoinder  of  his  copartner.  Such  faihm 
operates  as  a  waiver  of  objection. 

Id.— Evidence — Sale  to  Pastneeship. — In  such  ease  evidenee  is  ad- 
missible for  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  a  partnership  existed  between 
defendant  and  a  third  person,  and  that  the  goods  sold  and  delivered 
were  sold  and  delivered  to  such  partnership;  and  it  was  error  to  re- 
fose  to  admit  such  evidence. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  re- 
fusing a  new  triaL    J.  C.  B.  Hebbard,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eonrt 

Page,  McCutehen  ft  Knight,  for  Appellant 

William  H.  Johnson,  for  Respondent 

COOPER,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  defendant,  and  from  an  order  denying  the  plaintiff's  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  contains  the  common  counts,  alleging  in 
yarious  forms  that  the  defendant  is  indebted  to  the  plaintiflF 
in  the  sum  of  $575.28  for  goods,  wares  and  merchancUse,  sold 
and  delivered  by  plaintiff  to  defendant  at  his  special  in- 
stance and  request 
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Upon  the  trial  the  evidence  showed  that  a  partnership  had 
existed  between  the  defendant  and  one  Lipsett.  Plaintiff 
then  offered  testimony  tending  to  show  a  sale  of  the  goods 
and  merchandise  to  the  partnership.  The  defendant  ob- 
jected to  the  offered  testimony  on  the  ground  that  under 
the  pleadings  the  proof  of  a  partnership  indebtedness  was 
inadmissible,  and  the  court  sustained  the  objection. 

The  question  presented  for  decision  is  as  to  whether  the 
allegations  of  the  complaint  as  to  an  individual  indebtedness 
can,  in  the  absence  of  any  plea  of  nonjoinder  by  defendant, 
be  supported  by  evidence  of  a  partnership  indebtedness,  the 
defendant  being  one  of  the  partners.  The  precise  question 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  decided  in  this  state^  and  is  an 
important  one. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  evidence  was  admissible.  The 
indebtedness  was  the  joint  indebtedness  of  both  the  partners. 
The  complaint,  therefore,  should  have  been  against  both,  as 
they  are  united  in  interest  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  382).  The 
code  provides  (Code  Civ.  Proc.,  sec.  430)  that  the  defend- 
ant may  demur  to  the  complaint  when  it  appears  upon  the 
face  thereof  that  there  is  defect  of  parties  defendant.  It 
does  not  appear  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint  that  there  is 
such  defect,  and  hence  the  point  could  not  have  been  raised 
by  demurrer.  It  is  further  provided  (section  433)  that  in 
such  case  the  objection  may  be  taken  by  answer ;  then  follows 
section  434,  which  provides:  '*If  no  objection  be  taken,  either 
by  demurrer  or  answer,  the  defendant  must  be  deemed  to 
have  waived  the  same." 

The  defendant,  knowing  the  fact  that  his  partner  was  not 
joined,  should  have  raised  the  question  of  such  nonjoinder 
by  his  answer,  if  he  desired  to  rely  upon  it  The  provisions 
of  the  code  in  regard  to  the  matter  are  simple,  and  easily 
followed.  The  object  is  to  require  the  parties  in  good  faith 
to  state  the  matters  and  things  relied  upon  so  as  to  inform 
the  adversary  of  the  issues  to  be  tried,  with  a  view  of  dis- 
posing of  cases  upon  their  merits.  It  is  with  this  object  in 
view  that  courts  must  construe  pleadings  with  reference  to 
the  code,  so  that  neither  party  may  gain  an  unfair  advantage 
over  his  adversary.  With  the  provisions  of  the  code  cited 
before  his  eyes,  the  defendant  cannot  be  allowed  to  lull  his 
adversary  into  repose,  and,  for  the  first  time,  raise  the  point 
which  was  at  all  times  within  his  knowledge,  but  which  he 
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waived  by  not  alleging  in  his  answer.  Having  remained  silent 
when  he  should  have  informed  the  plaintiff,  he  will  be  pre- 
cluded from  speaking  afterward.  The  rule  was  the  same  at 
common  law. 

In  Rice  v.  Skute,  5  Burr.  2611,  the  judgment  of  the  king's 
bench  was  given  by  Lord  Mansfield.  On  the  trial  evidence 
was  given  that  one  Cole,  who  had  not  been  made  defendant, 
was  a  partner  of  Shute,  and  thereupon  on  motion  of  the 
defendant  the  lower  court  gave  judgment  of  nonsuit  against 
the  plaintiff.  The  nonsuit  was  set  aside  and  the  court  held 
that  as  the  defendant  had  not  pleaded  the  matter  in  abate- 
ment, he  had  waived  it. 

The  above  case  was  followed  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  in 
Barry  v.  Foyles,  1  Pet.  311,  [7  L.  ed.  157].  It  was  there 
said:  ''If,  therefore,  the  defendant  fails  to  avail  himself  of 
the  variance  in  abatement,  when  the  form  of  his  plea  obliges 
him  to  give  the  plaintiff  a  proper  action,  the  policy  of  the 
law  does  not  permit  him  to  avail  himself  of  it  at  the  trial. 
The  course  of  decisions  since  the  case  of  Rice  v.  Shute  has 
been  so  uniform  that  the  principle  would  have  been  consid- 
ered as  too  well  settled  for  controversy,  had  it  not  lately  been 
questioned  by  a  judge  from  whose  opinions  we  ought  not 
lightly  to  depart." 

Rice  V.  Shute  was  again  followed  and  approved  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States  in  Mason  v.  Eldred,  6  Wall. 
231,  [18  L.  ed.  783].  The  opinion  was  by  Judge  Field,  and 
it  is  there  said : ' '  It  is  true  that  each  copartner  is  bound  for  the 
entire  amount  due  on  copartnership  contracts;  and  that  this 
obligation  is  so  far  several  that  if  he  is  sued  alone,  and  does 
not  plead  the  nonjoinder  of  his  copartners,  a  recovery  mi^ 
be  had  against  him  for  the  whole  amount  due  upon  the  con- 
tract." 

In  the  Encyclopedia  of  Pleading  and  Practice,  volume  15, 
page  98,  the  rule  is  stated  as  follows:  ** Where  one  partner 
is  declared  against,  and  nonjoinder  is  not  pleaded  in  abate- 
ment, proof  of  a  partnership  contract  is  not  a  variance, 
as  partnership  obligations  are  to  this  extent  regarded  as 
joint  and  several."  (See  further,  Abbott  v.  Smith,  2  W. 
Black.  925;  Woodworth  v.  Spofford,  2  McLean,  168,  [Fed. 
Cas.  No.  18,020];  Robertson  v.  Smith,  18  Johns.  459,  [9 
Am.  Dec.  227] ;  WUson  v.  McCormick,  86  Va.  995,  [11  S. 
E.  976] ;  Smith  ▼.  Cooke,  31  Md.  174,  [100  Am.  Dec.  58].) 
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In  the  case  of  Williams  v.  Southern  Pac.  R.  R.  Co.,  110 
Gal.  457,  [42  Pae.  974],  it  was  held  that  in  the  absence  of 
a  plea  of  misjoinder  one  member  of  a  copartnership  may  re- 
cover in  his  individual  name  the  whole  amount  due  the  firm 
of  which  he  was  a  member.  That  case  was  approved  and 
followed  as  to  the  same  point  in  Ah  Tong  v.  Earle  Fruit  Co., 
112  Cal.  679,  [45  Pac.  7].  It  would  seem  upon  principle 
that  if,  in  the  absence  of  a  plea  of  misjoinder,  in  abatement, 
an  individual  as  plaintiff  can  recover  upon  a  liability  due 
a  partnership  of  which  he  is  a  member,  a  recovery  could  under 
like  circumstances  be  had  against  him  as  defendant  upon  a 
partnership  liability  due  from  a  partnership  of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  partners. 

A  case  very  much  like  the  case  at  bar  is  Kerry  v.  Pacific 
Marine  Co.,  121  Cal.  564,  [66  Am.  St.  Rep.  65,  54  Pac.  89], 
The  action  was  there  brought  against  one  of  the  part  own- 
ers upon  a  contract  relating  to  the  ship,  which  should  have 
been  brought  against  all  the  owners  jointly,  and  it  was  held 
that  the  action  would  lie  in  the  absence  of  a  plea  by  the  de- 
fendant of  the  misjoinder  of  the  other  part  owners. 

It  would  require  a  great  deal  of  imagination  to  give  a  rea- 
son why,  if  a  part  owner  of  a  vessel  cannot  claim  a  mis- 
joinder because  he  has  not  availed  himself  of  it  by  proper 
plea  in  abatement,  a  member  of  a  partnership  can,  under  like 
circumstances,  claim  such  misjoinder. 

We  have  examined  the  cases  cited  by  defendant;  and  while 
there  are  in  many  of  them  expressions  which  tend  to  sup- 
port his  position,  we  do  not  think  any  one  of  them  is  direct 
authority  for  the  proposition  contended  for  by  defendant 
here.  The  one  upon  which  most  reliance  is  placed  is  McCord 
V.  Seale,  56  Cal.  264.  It  was  stated  there  in  broad  terms 
that  the  proof  of  a  partnership  contract  would  not  sustain  the 
allegation  of  the  complaint  as  to  an  individual  contract;  but 
the  report  of  the  case  shows  that  the  answer  contained,  be- 
sides a  general  denial,  *'a  separate  defense  of  a  partnership 
existing  between  the  plaintiffis  under  the  firm  name  of  Mc- 
Cord and  Malone  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  transaction  be- 
tween them  and  the  defendant." 

The  case  is  decided  upon  the  theory  that  the  point  was 
properly  raised  in  the  answer.  The  question  of  waiver  is 
not  mentioned  in  the  opinion. 
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It  follows  that  the  judgment  and  order  should  each  be  re- 
versed, and  it  ib  so  ordered. 

Kerrigan,  J.,  and  Hall,  J.,  concurred. 


[dr.    No.  SS4.    First  AppeUate  Distriet-^Time  11,  1907.] 

W.  V.  QAFFET,  Appellant,  v.  SAMUEL  MANN,  Respond- 
ent 

AoneK  FOB  Slamdeb— Dismissal— Atto&nsy's  Fexs — ^Decision  upok 
FOBMSE  Appbal— Pbopeb  Judgment  upon  REMimruB— Notice. — 
Where  the  plainti£F  brought  an  action  for  slander,  and  eaused  the 
clerk  to  enter  a  dismissal  thereof  after  defendant  had  incurred  costs 
in  taking  steps  to  procure  a  dismissal  thereof,  and  had  included 
1100  for  counsel  fees  in  his  cost-bill,  and  upon  a  former  appeal 
from  an  order  striking  out  the  counsel  fees  the  order  was  reversed, 
leaving  the  cost-bill  as  to  attorney's  fees  intact,  upon  going 
down  of  the  remittitur,  the  court  properlj  rendered  judgment  against 
plaintiff  for  $100  counsel  fees,  without  further  notice  and  hearing, 
as  an  incident  to  the  judgment,  and  for  the  further  sum  of  $32  costs 
upon  appeal,  to  which  no  objection  was  taken. 

Id. — CONSTITUTIONALITT  OV  COUNSEL  FEES  IN  SLANDEB  CaSBS — ^LAW  OP 

Case. — ^No  constitutional  objection  appears  to  the  allowance  of  coun- 
sel fees  to  the  prevailing  partj  in  an  action  for  slander,  under  a 
law  passed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution;  but 
without  passing  definitely  upon  that  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  saj 
that  the  decision  made  upon  the  former  appeal  for  the  allowance  of 
counsel  fees  to  the  respondent  has  become  the  law  of  the  ease,  and 
this  decision  has  become  finaL 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Santa 
Cruz  County,  rendered  after  remiititur  upon  a  former  appeal. 
Lucas  F.  Smith,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  and  in  the 
opinion  rendered  upon  the  former  appeal,  3  CaL  App.  124, 
84  Pac.  424. 

Charles  B.  Younger,  Jr.,  for  Appellant 

H.  C.  Wyckoff,  and  J.  E.  Qardner,  for  Respondent 
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HALL,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  entered 
against  plaintiff  upon  the  going  down  of  the  remittitur  from 
this  court,  reversing  in  part  an  order  of  the  superior  court 
striking  out  all  the  items  of  a  cost-bill  filed  by  defendant  af- 
ter the  dismissal  of  an  action  for  slander.  {Oaffey  v.  Mann, 
3  Cal.  App.  124,  [84  Pac.  424].)  In  due  time  after  the  filing 
of  the  remittitur  from  this  court  in  the  lower  court,  the  de- 
fendant filed  his  memorandum  of  costs  on  appeal,  and  there- 
after, and  after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  plaintiff  to 
object  or  except  thereto,  and  plaintiff  having  filed  no  objec- 
tions thereto,  the  court,  without  notice  to  plaintiff  and  in  his 
absence,  entered  judgment  against  plaintiff  for  the  sum  of 
$100,  as  and  for  defendant's  costs  in  said  court,  and  the 
further  sum  of  $32,  for  his  costs  incurred  on  the  former  ap- 
peal. 

Appellant  now  insists  that  this  judgment  must  be  reversed, 
for  the  reason  that  it  was  taken  against  him  in  his  absence 
and  without  notice.  But  we  do  not  think  that  this  con- 
tention is  sound. 

Plaintiff  brought  the  action  for  slander,  and  thereafter 
dismissed  it,  and  caused  the  clerk  to  enter  a  dismissal  thereof 
after  defendant  had  incurred  costs  in  taking  steps  to  pro- 
cure a  dismissal  thereof.  {Oaffey  v.  Mann,  3  Cal.  App.  124, 
[84  Pac.  424].)  Thereupon  defendant  filed  his  cost-bill,  con- 
taining two  items,  to  wit,  $2  for  clerk's  fees  for  his  appear- 
ance, and  $100  for  counsel  fees.  Plaintiff  thereupon  moved 
to  strike  out  each  and  every  item  thereof  upon  various 
grounds,  in  which  were  presented  questions  of  fact  as  to  the 
necessity  for  incurring  such  costs,  and  the  validity  thereof 
as  matter  of  law.  The  court  granted  his  motion,  but  upon 
the  appeal  to  this  court  the  order  was  reversed  so  far  as  it 
struck  out  the  item  in  defendant's  cost-bill  of  $100  for  coun- 
sel  fees,  upon  the  ground,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  opin- 
ion, that  upon  the  facts  and  the  law  defendant  was  entitled 
to  such  costs.  This  left  the  cost-bill  intact  as  originally  filed, 
save  as  to  the  item  of  $2  for  clerk's  fees,  and  there  was  noth- 
ing to  do  but  enter  judgment  accordingly  for  the  costs  thus 
allowed.  Costs  are  but  an  incident  to  the  judgment.  In  this 
case  judgment  of  dismissal  had  been  entered,  which  carried 
with  it  a  right  to  defendant  to  recover  costs.  He  filed  his 
cost-bill.  Plaintiff  filed  his  objections  thereto,  which  hav- 
ing been  passed  upon  by  the  trial  court  and  this  coiirt,  he 
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has  had  his  day  in  court,  and  is  not  entitled  to  be  further 
heard  as  to  the  amount  or  validity  of  the  costs.  The  judg- 
ment of  dismissal,  to  which  the  costs  are  but  incidental,  was 
entered  at  appellant's  request. 

Plaintiff  further  urged  at  the  oral  argument  that  the  stat- 
ute allowing  attorneys'  fees  in  slander  and  libel  cases  is  un- 
constitutional, and  that  for  that  reason  the  judgment  should 
be  reversed,  and  cites  Builders*  Supply  Depot  v.  O'Connor, 
150  Cal.  265,  [88  Pac.  982],  in  which  it  was  held  that  the 
mechanic's  lien  law,  so  far  as  it  allowed  attorneys'  fees  to  a 
plaintiff,  was  void.  But  the  libel  and  slander  law  differs  in 
several  respects  from  the  lien  law.  The  slander  and  libel 
law  allows  attorneys'  fees  to  the  prevailing  party,  whether 
he  be  plaintiff  or  defendant,  while  the  lien  law  allows  such 
costs  only  to  the  plaintiff.  The  lien  law  was  passed  after  the 
adoption  of  the  present  constitution,  while  the  slander  and 
libel  act  was  passed  before  the  adoption  of  the  present  con- 
stitution. For  these  reasons  the  slander  and  libel  act  has 
been  held  constitutional  in  so  far  as  it  requires  a  plaintiff 
to  give  bond  for  costs.  {Smith  v.  McDermott,  93  Cal.  421, 
[29  Pac.  34].)  But  without  passing  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  slander  and  libel  act  in  allowing  attorneys'  fees 
to  the  prevailing  party,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  order 
made  upon  the  former  appeal  has  become  the  law  of  the  case. 
It  was  then  determined  that  defendant  was  entitled  to  be  al- 
lowed as  a  part  of  his  costs  $100  for  attorney  fees,  and  this 
decision  has  become  final.  {Heinlen  v.  Martin,  59  Cal.  182; 
Donner  v.  Palmer,  51  Cal.  637 ;  Russell  v.  Harris,  44  CaL  489.) 

Judgment  is  affirmed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  August  8,  1907, 
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[(Sv.  No.  272.    Tint  AppeHate  District.— June  18,  1907.] 

HANNAH  CATFORD,  Respondent,    v.  METROPOLITAN 
LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY,  Appellant 

LiFx  Insurance — Unpah)  Premium — Forfeiturb  or  Poliot — Limita- 
tion 0¥  Authority  to  Waive — ^Knowledge  op  Assured. — Where 
a  policy  of  life  insurance  provided  that  the  failure  to  pay  any 
premium  when  due  would  render  the  policy  void,  and  that  none 
of  its  terms  can  be  varied  or  modified,  nor  any  forfeiture  waived,  or 
premiums  in  arrears  received,  except  by  agreement  in  writing,  signed 
by  either  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  or  actuary^  whose 
authority  for  this  purpose  wiU  not  be  delegated,  and  that  no  other 
person  has  or  will  be  given  such  authority,  such  limitation  of  au- 
thority is  valid,  and  the  assured  is  chargeable  with  knowledge  of  its 
terms. 

Id. — Delivery  of  Beceipt  to  Local  Soucitor — ^Unauthorized  Exten- 
sion OF  Time. — The  delivery  of  a  receipt  to  a  local  solicitor  to  collect 
the  premium  when  due  confers  upon  him  no  power  to  extend  the 
time  fox  payment  of  the  premium  when  due,  or  to  waive  a  forfeiture 
resulting  from  nonpayment  thereof  when  due, 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco.  Thomas  F.  Graham^ 
Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Page,  McCutchen  &  Enight,  for  Appellant. 

The  assured  is  conclusively  presumed  to  know  the  terms  of 
(lis  policy.  {W ester f eld  v.  New  York  Life  Ins.  Co.^  129  Cal. 
68,  77,  58  Pac.  92,  61  Pac.  667;  Quintan  v.  Providence-Wash- 
ington Ins,  Co.,  133  N.  T.  356,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  645,  31  N. 
E.  31;  Cleaver  v.  Traders*  Co.,  65  Mich.  527,  8  Am.  St.  Rep. 
908,  32  N.  W.  660;  Burlington  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gibbons,  43  Kan. 
15,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  118,  20  Pac.  1010;  Modern  Woodmen  v. 
Tevis,  117  Fed.  369,  54  C.  C.  A.  293.)  The  limitation  of 
power  to  waive  forfeitures  contained  in  the  policy  is  valid. 
{Skuggart  v.  Lycoming  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  55  Cal.  408;  Enos  v. 
Sun  Ins.  Co.,  67  Cal.  621,  8  Pac.  379;  Westerfeld  v.  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co,,  129  Cal.  68,  77,  58  Pac.  92,  61  Pac.  667; 
Weidert  v.  State  his.  Co.,  19  Or.  261,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  814, 
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24  Pac.  242;  Porter  v.  United  States  Life  Ins.  Co.,  160  Mass. 
183,  35  N.  B.  678;  Carlson  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  172 
Mass.  142,  51  N.  E.  525.)  Authority  merely  to  a  local 
solicitor  to  collect  premiums  does  not  imply  authority  to  ex- 
tend time  for  payment  of  premiums,  or  to  waive  a  forfeiture 
resulting  from  nonpayment  {Byron  v.  National  Life  Ins. 
Assn.,  21  R.  I.  149,  42  Atl.  513;  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Abbey,  76  Ark.  328,  88  S,  W.  950;  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 
Co.  V.  McOrath,  58  N.  J.  L.  358,  19  Atl.  386;  Iowa  Life  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Lewis,  187  U.  S.  335,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Eep.  126,  47  L.  ed. 
204;  Fidelity  Mut.  Life  Assn.  v.  Bussell,  75  Ark.  25,  86  S. 
W.  814,  816;  Nixon  v.  Travelers'  Ins.  Co.,  25  Wash.  258,  65 
Pac.  195,  196;  Collins  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  32  Mont 
329,  108  Am.  St  Eep.  578,  80  Pac.  609,  1092.) 

L.  A.  Eedman,  for  Respondent 

The  general  authority  to  the  agent  to  collect  the  premiums 
to  whom  the  receipt  was  committed  for  collection  implied  an 
authority  to  extend  the  time  for  payment,  and  to  waive  a  for- 
feiture for  failure  to  make  prompt  payment  {Knarston  v. 
Manhattan  etc.  Ins.  Co.,  124  Cal.  74,  56  Pac.  773;  S.  C,  140 
Cal.  57,  73  Pac.  740;  Menk  v.  Home  Ins.  Co.,  76  CaL  50,  53, 
9  Am.  St  Rep.  158,  14  Pac.  837,  18  Pac  117;  Hanley  v.  Life 
Association,  4  Mo.  App.  253.) 

KERRIGAN,  J. — This  is  an  action  brought  to  recover  upoA 
a  policy  of  life  insurance.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  upon  which  judgment  was  entered.  The  de- 
fendant's motion  for  a  new  trial  was  denied,  and  from  the 
judgment  and  order  denying  its  motion  for  a  new  trial  the 
defendant  prosecutes  this  appeal. 

This  case  has  once  been  before  the  supreme  court  upon  an 
appeal  taken  from  an  order  sustaining  a  demurrer.  {Cay- 
ford  V.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  144  CaL  763,  [78  Pac 
258].) 

The  policy  in  question  was  issued  on  the  life  of  Richard 
N.  Cayford,  plaintiff's  husband,  payable  to  plaintiff  as  bene- 
ficiary. It  was  issued  March  20,  1902,  and  called  for  the 
payment  of  a  semi-annual  premium  on  the  20th  of  March  and 
September  in  each  year.  The  policy  provided  that  the  failure 
to  pay  any  premium  when  due  would  render  the  policy  void. 
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The  second  semi-annual  premium  fell  due  September  20, 
1902,  and  was  not  paid.  On  October  5,  1902,  the  insured 
died.  The  testimony  disclosed  that  J.  N.  Pittman  had  solic- 
ited the  insurance,  and  had  collected  the  first  premium.  On 
the  18th  of  September,  two  days  before  the  second  premium 
fell  due,  he  called  to  collect  this  premium.  Mrs.  Cayford 
told  him  that  they  were  not  prepared  to  pay  it  Pittman 
said  that  that  would  be  all  right;  that  he  would  call  again 
on  October  4th.  On  that  day  he  accordingly  called  and 
saw  Mrs.  Cayford.  She  said  she  did  not  then  have  all  the 
money,  and  asked  him  to  call  later  in  the  afternoon,  when  she 
expected  to  have  it,  but  he  replied  that  he  would  call  again 
on  the  8th  of  the  month.  On  the  5th  of  October  the  in- 
sured died.  Pittman  had  with  him  on  his  visits  of  Septem- 
ber 18th  and  October  4th  the  company  ^s  premium  receipt 
for  the  second  annual  premium,  executed  as  therein  required 
by  both  the  secretary  of  the  company  and  its  superintendent. 

One  of  the  provisions  of  the  policy  declares:  ''The  contract 
between  the  parties  hereto  is  completely  set  forth  in  this  pol- 
icy and  the  application  therefor  taken  together,  and  none 
of  its  terms  can  be  varied  or  modified,  nor  any  forfeiture 
waived  or  premiums  in  arrears  received  except  by  agreement 
in  writing  signed  by  either  the  president,  vice-president,  sec- 
retary or  actuary,  whose  authority  for  this  purpose  will  not 
be  delegated;  no  other  person  has  or  will  be  given  any  au- 
thority.'' 

Bespondent  claims  that  the  events  just  narrated  bring  this 
case  within  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  the  case  of  Knarston  v. 
Manhattan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  124  Cal.  74,  [56  Pac.  773] ;  140 
Cal.  57,  [73  Pac.  740].  In  that  case  a  certain  premium  be- 
came due  November  15,  1895.  On  that  day  and  the  next  day 
the  general  manager  of  the  company  sent  its  collector  to  the 
insured  to  collect  the  premium.  It  was  not  paid.  Through 
the  efforts  of  one  Oilmore,  representing  Enarston,  the  in- 
sured, two  extensions  of  time  within  which  to  make  payment 
were  granted  by  the  general  manager.  Within  the  extended 
time  Enarston  was  kiUed  in  a  railroad  accident.  The  policy 
contained  the  usual  forfeiture  clause.  The  supreme  court, 
in  the  two  appeals  in  that  case,  held  that  an  attempt  by  the 
company  to  collect  a  premium  after  default  is  a  waiver  of  the 
forfeiture  which  might  have  otherwise  been  claimed;  that 
where  the  insured  died  while  the  company  was  still  trying 
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to  collect  the  premium  the  policy  would  be  treated  as  still  in 
force.  The  decision  tamed  expressly  on  the  fact  that  the 
waiver  was  the  act  of  a  general  agent  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany, and  that  the  insured  had  no  notice  of  any  limitation 
on  his  authority. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  case,  as  claimed  by  the  re- 
spondent, would  be  within  the  doctrine  of  the  Knarston  case 
if  the  acts  of  Pittman  were  the  acts  of  the  company.  Counsel 
for  the  respondent  argaes  that  the  possession  of  the  receipt 
after  its  due  date  by  Pittman,  the  collector  of  the  company, 
implied  the  power  to  deliver  it  after  that  date;  that  there 
appeared  on  the  face  of  the  receipt  no  limitation  of  its  va- 
lidity if  delivered  after  the  due  date  of  the  premium;  that 
accordingly,  if  it  had  been  in  fact  delivered  by  Pittman, 
though  after  the  due  date,  his  act  would  have  been  the  act 
of  the  company,  and  the  forfeiture  would  have  been  waived. 
We  cannot  agree  with  this  view.  Mrs.  Cayford  did  not  know 
that  Pittman  had  the  premium  receipt,  and  she  knew  noth- 
ing of  its  contents.  No  knowledge  of  the  extensions  of  time 
to  pay  the  premium,  granted  by  Pittman  to  the  insured,  was 
brought  home  to  the  company.  The  limitation,  in  the  con- 
ditions of  the  policy,  on  the  authority  of  subordinate  agents 
to  waive  forfeitures  or  collect  overdue  premiums  is  valid. 
{Shuggari  v.  Lycoming  Fire  Ins.  Co.,  55  Cal.  408;  Enos  v. 
Sun  Ins.  Co.,  67  Cal.  621,  [8  Pac.  379] ;  Westerfeld  v.  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  129  Cal.  68,  77,  [58  Pac.  92,  61  Pac.  667].) 
The  assured  knew  of  this  provision,  or,  what  is  the  same 
thing,  is  charged  with  knowledge  of  it.  {Westerfeld  v.  New 
York  Life  Ins.  Co.,  129  Cal.  68,  77,  [58  Pac.  92,  61  Pac. 
667].)  Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case  it  cannot  be 
held  that  the  company  waived  the  forfeiture  caused  by  the 
failure  to  pay  the  premium  when  due.  Authority  to  col- 
lect premiums  does  not  imply  authority  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  pajnnent  of  such  premiums,  or  to  waive  a  forfeiture 
resulting  from  nonpayment.  {Byron  v.  National  Life  Ins. 
Assn.,  21  R  I.  149,  [42  Atl.  513] ;  Mutual  Life  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Abbey,  76  Ark,  328,  [88  S.  W.  950] ;  Metropolitan  Life  Ins. 
Co.  V.  McGrath,  58  N.  J.  L.  358,  [19  Atl.  386].) 

In  the  case  of  Iowa  Life  Ins.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  187  U.  S.  335, 
[23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  126],  the  policy  contained  a  clause  similar 
to  the  one  referred  to  in  the  policy  in  this  case,  restricting 
the  power  of  the  agents  of  the  company  in  the  matter  of 
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waiving  forfeitures.  In  that  case  it  was  claimed  that,  con- 
ceding the  validity  of  such  a  clause,  the  clause  itself  had 
nevertheless  been  waived  by  the  company.  A  premium  note 
had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  an  agent  for  collection.  He 
had  extended  the  time  for  its  payment,  and  it  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  his  hands  after  maturity.  It  was  held,  never- 
theless, that  his  act  was  unauthorized,  and  that  the  company 
was  not  estopped  from  relying  on  the  forfeiture. 

In  the  case  of  Bank  of  Commerce  v.  New  York  Life  Ins, 
Co.,  125  Ga.  552,  [54  S.  E.  643],  it  was  held  that  the  ac- 
ceptance of  money  by  a  collecting  agent  upon  an  overdue 
premium  note  did  not  bind  the  company  as  a  waiver  of  the 
forfeiture  resulting  from  nonpayment  of  the  note  at  ma- 
turity. 

The  following  cases  tend  more  or  less  to  support  the  con- 
clusion we  have  reached  in  this  case:  Collins  v.  Metropolitan 
Life  Ins.  Co.,  32  Mont.  329,  [108  Am.  St.  Rep.  578,  80  Pac. 
609,  1092] ;  Fidelity  Mut.  Life  Assn.  v.  Bussell,  75  Ark.  25, 
[86S.  W.  814]. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed* 

Hall,  J.y  and  Cooper,  P.  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by 
the  supreme  court  on  August  13,  1907. 


[CSv.    No.  847.    Tint  Appellate  District.— June  13,  1907.] 

ROSS  H.  VAN  HORN,  Respondent,  v.  MARION  V.  VAN 
HORN,  Appellant 

0IVOBCE — ^ADULTEBY — ^EVD)ENGX — OOOD    GhASAOTER   OV    DEFENDANT. — ^In 

action  for  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery  of  the  defendant,  the 
character  of  the  defendant  ie  not  in  issue,  and  the  court  properly 
refused  to  admit  evidence  of  her  good  character,  where  her  good 
character  as  a  witness  had  not  been  impeached. 
Id. — Good  CHAaACTEB  ov  Cobxspondent« — The  corespondent  named  with 
whom  the  adultery  was  charged  is  not  a  party  to  the  action,  and 
where  he  had  not  been  impeached  as  a  witness,  evidence  of  the  excel- 
lence of  his  character  was  properly  rejected. 
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Id.— Custody  of  Minors — Disceetion. — ^Where  the  only  minor  ^na  a 
boy  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  the  defendant  was  adjudged  guilty 
of  adultery,  the  court  had  discretion  to  award  the  custody  of  the  boy 
to  his  father.  Such  custody  is  always  a  matter  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  trial  court;  the  contention  that  the  excluded  evidence  of 
good  character  should  have  been  received  on  that  question  haa 
but  little  merit. 

Id. — ^BuLiNo  or  Tkial  Cottbt  Bejxotino  Evidsngs — Objection  Im- 
UATEBiAL. — ^The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  in  rejecting  evidence  will 
be  upheld  on  appeal,  if  correct,  whether  the  ground  on  which  it  was 
based  was  stated  in  the  objection  as  to  the  evidence  or  not 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Alameda  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial, 
F.  B.  Ogden,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court, 

Alfred  B.  Weiler,  for  Appellant 

Johnson  ft  Shaw,  for  Respondent 

KERRIGAN,  J. — Appeal  by  defendant  from  a  judgment, 
awarding  plaintiff  an  interlocutory  decree  of  divorce,  and 
from  an  order  denying  defendant's  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  appellant  committed  adul- 
tery with  one  Adolph  Knopf,  and  prays  for  a  judgment  of 
divorce,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  community  properly  and 
the  custody  of  the  two  minor  children  be  awarded  to  the 
respondent.  During  the  pendency  of  the  action  one  of  the 
children  reached  majority.  The  action  was  tried,  and  an  in- 
terlocutory decree  was  entered  awarding  respondent  a  di- 
vorce and  the  custody  of  the  remaining  minor  child.  Th^ 
question  of  the  property  rights  was  reserved. 

Among  the  assigned  errors  was  the  action  of  the  trial 
court  in  refusing  to  permit  appellant  to  introduce  evidence 
of  the  good  character  of  herself  and  the  corespondent  The 
general  rule  is  that  in  civil  actions,  evidence  of  character 
of  neither  party  thereto  is  admisaible.  (5  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency. 
of  Law,  pp.  861,  862;  1  Wigmore  on  Evidence,  sec.  64.) 
There  are  exceptions  to  this  rule.  In  actions  for  slander  and 
libel,  character  is  necessarily  put  in  issue,  as  injury  to  char- 
acter is  the  gist  of  such  actions.     (5  Am.  &  Eng.  Ency.  of 
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Law,  p.  865.)  There  are  a  few  other  exceptions,  and  by 
some  authorities  different  conclusions  are  reached  as  to 
whether  the  charge  of  adultery  in  an  action  for  divorce  is 
one  of  the  exceptions.  In  this  state,  however,  the  question 
is  controlled  by  section  2053,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  which 
reads:  ''Evidence  of  the  good  character  of  a  party  is  not 
admissible  in  a  civil  action,  nor  of  a  witness  in  any  action, 
until  the  character  of  such  party  or  witness  has  been  im- 
peached, or  unless  the  issue  involves  his  character. '^  By  the 
allegation  of  adultery  appellant's  character  was  not  put  in 
issue,  and  evidence  concerning  it,  under  this  section,  was 
properly  excluded.  The  corespondent  was  not  a  party  to 
the  action,  nor  had  he,  as  a  witness,  been  impeached  (Code 
Civ.  Proc,  sec.  2051),  so  evidence  of  the  excellence  of  his 
character  was  properly  rejected.  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  2053; 
People  V.  Busk,  65  Cal,  134,  [3  Pac.  590],  concurring  opin- 
ion.) 

In  this  connection  it  is  further  contended  by  appellant  that 
the  custody  of  the  minor  children  was  involved,  and  for  this 
reason  testimony  of  the  character  of  the  appellant  was  ad- 
missible. The  disposition  of  minors,  in  a  proceeding  of  this 
kind,  is  always  one  within  the  control,  and  subject  to  the 
sound  legal  discretion,  of  the  trial  court.  The  court  may 
modify  its  decree  as  to  their  custody  at  any  time.  (Civ.  Code, 
sec.  138;  Crater  v.  Crater,  135  Cal.  635,  [67  Pac.  1049].) 
"Its  jurisdiction  does  not  depend  upon  specific  allegations  as 
to  the  fitness  of  the  respective  parties,  or  their  ability  or  will- 
ingness to  care  for  their  offspring,  nor  upon  a  specific  prayer 
for  the  custody."  {Ex  parte  Gordon,  95  Cal.  377,  [30  Pac. 
561].)  In  matters  of  this  kind  much  must  be  left  to  the 
sound  discretion  of  the  court  in  accepting  or  rejecting  evi- 
dence. We  can  readily  conceive  of  instances  in  which  the 
excluded  evidence  might  very  properly  be  admitted.  In  this 
case,  however,  the  minor  being  a  boy  now  about  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  the  appellant  having  been  adjudged  guilty  of 
adultery,  we  think  the  contention  has  but  little  merit. 

Appellant  complains  that  the  objections  to  the  excluded 
evidence  just  considered,  and  to  at  least  one  other  question, 
were  too  general,  and  not  directed  to  defects  now  urg^.  The 
ruling  of  the  trial  court  in  rejecting  evidence  will  be  upheld 
on  appeal,  if  correct,  whether  the  ground  upon  which  it  is 
6  GaL  App.- 
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based  was  stated  in  the  objection  or  not.     (Davey  y.  South- 
em  Pac.  Co.,  116  Cal.  325,  [48  Pac.  117].) 

This  disposes  of  all  the  grounds  nrged  for  reversal  which 
merit  consideration.  No  error  appearing  in  the  record,  the 
judgment  and  order  are  affirmed. 

Hall,  J.,  and  Cooper,  P.  J.,  concurred, 

A  petition  for  a  rehearing  of  this  cause  was  denied  by  the 
district  court  of  appeal  on  July  11,  1907,  and  a  petition  to 
have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court,  after  judgment 
in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied  by  the  supreme 
court  on  August  13,  1907. 


[Giv.  No.  847.    Second  Appellato  Difltrict.— June  14,  1907.] 

J.  GATHER  NEWSOM,  Respondent,  v.  H,  J.  WOOLLA- 

COTT,  AppeUant. 

AonoN  FOB  SsaviOEs  ov  Abohiteot — ^Plsa  or  Acoobd  and  Satisfac- 
TioN — Check  in  Satisfaction — ^Execution  not  Denied — Judomsnt 
ON  Pleadings. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  the  servicee  of  an  archi- 
tect, on  a  specified  contract,  where  the  answer  sets  up  a  different 
eontract,  and  sets  up  a  check  paid  in  f  uU  of  aU  demands  by  way 
of  accord  and  satisfaction,  the  execution  of  which  check  was  not 
denied,  the  court  did  not  err  in  denying  the  defendant's  motion 
for  judgment  on  the  pleadings.  The  admission  of  the  execution 
and  genuineness  of  the  check  did  not  admit  the  plea  of  accord  and 
satisfaction  set  forth  in  the  answer. 

D). — ^Memorandum  on  Check — In  Full  fob  Fees — ^Parol  Evidenob — 
Effect  of  Terms. — ^Where  the  check  set  forth  in  the  answer,  the 
execution  of  which  was  not  denied,  contained  the  written  mem- 
orandum, ''In  fuU  for  9th  and  Grand  Ave.  fees,"  and  it  appears 
that  the  services  sued  for  were  for  the  erection  of  a  hotel  on 
9th  street  and  Grand  avenue  in  Los  Angeles,  the  plaintiff  might, 
notwithstanding  the  failure  to  deny  its  execution,  introduce  parol 
evidence  to  controvert  it  by  showing  mistake,  fraud  or  Uke  de- 
fense, or  that  it  had  no  connection  with  the  contract  sued  on; 
but,  in  the  absence  of  such  evidence,  the  instrument  stands  as  an 
exponent  of  the  facts  therein  set  out,  and  must  be  taken  for  what 
it  purports  on  its  &ee  to  mean. 

Id. — PRBsuMPnvB  Knowlbdoe — Impropeb  iNSTBucnoN. — The  plaintiff, 
having  fiiiled  to  eontrovert  or  explain  the  eheck  by  parol  teati- 
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monj,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  full  knowledge  of  the  existence 
and  terms  of  the  memorandum  on  the  cheek,  when  delivered  to  him, 
and  before  it  passed  out  of  his  possession;  and  it  was  error  to  in- 
struct the  jury  in  effect  that,  notwithstanding  thej  found  the 
eheck  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  demand  sued  on,  they  must,  never- 
theless, in  order  to  render  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  find  the 
further  fact  that  plaintiff  was  aware  of  the  memorandum  written 
thereon,  when  delivered,  or  that  he  knew  of  the  writing  upon  the  check 
before  it  passed  out  of  his  possession. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Lob  Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new 
triaL    W.  P.  Jamesy  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Tom  C.  Thornton,  for  Appellant. 

Drew  Pruitt,  and  Morton,  Houser  &  Jones,  for  Respondent. 

SHAW,  J. — The  respondent,  who  is  an  architect,  alleges 
that  he  was  employed  by  appellant  to  prepare  certain  plans 
and  specifications  and  receive  estimates  for,  and  superintend 
the  erection  of,  a  three-story  hotel  on  the  southwest  comer  of 
9th  street  and  Grand  avenue,  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  of 
the  estimated  cost  of  $64,000;  that  the  reasonable  value  of 
the  services  agreed  to  be  performed  by  respondent  for  appel- 
lant was  the  sum  of  $2,560;  that  respondent  entered  upon 
said  employment,  prepared  the  necessary  plans  and  specifi- 
cations for  said  building,  and  received  estimates  for  the 
erection  thereof;  that  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  re- 
spondent at  all  times  was  ready  and  willing  to  perform  his 
part  of  said  agreement,  he  was,  about  June,  1904,  wrongfully 
discharged  by  appellant. 

In  his  answer  appellant  denies  all  of  said  allegations  and 
sets  up  another  agreement,  under  which  respondent  was  to 
submit  plans  for  a  building  which  should  not  involve  an  ex- 
penditure to  exceed  $25,000 ;  that  the  plans  submitted  called 
for  the  expenditure  of  an  amount  largely  in  excess  of  said 
sum;  that  respondent  admitted  that  such  plans  were  not  in 
conformity  with  their  agreement;  that  thereupon  plaintiff 
and  defendant,  after  a  full  discussion  of  plaintiff's  claim  for 
compensation,  had  a  full  accounting,  and  accord  and  satis- 
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faction,  wherein  it  was  a^eed  that  defendant  should  pay 
plaintiff  the  sum  of  $150  in  full  of  all  demands  which  plain- 
tiff might  have  or  claim  against  defendant  by  reason  of  his 
negotiations,  labors,  or  otherwise,  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed building  on  9th  street  and  Grand  avenue,  which  sum 
appellant  paid  to  respondent  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  his  de- 
mands in  the  premises;  that  said  payment  was  made  by  a 
check,  payable  to  the  order  of  plaintiff,  in  the  lower  left-hand 
corner  of  which  was  a  memorandum  in  the  words  and  figures 
following:  "In  full  for  9th  and  Grand  ave.  fees";  which 
check  was  duly  indorsed  and  cashed  by  plaintiff.  A  copy  of 
this  check,  with  the  indorsement  thereon,  is  made  a  part  of 
defendant's  answer.  No  aflBdavit  denying  the  check  was 
served  or  filed  by  plaintiff,  as  provided  in  section  448,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure. 

Defendant's  motion  for  judgment  on  the  pleadings  was 
denied.  The  case  was  tried  before  a  jury,  which  gave  a  ver- 
dict for  plaintiff  and  judgment  was  entered  accordingly. 
The  appeal  is  from  the  judgment  and  an  order  denying  de- 
fendant's motion  for  a  new  trial. 

There  was  no  error  in  the  denial  of  appellant's  motion  for 
judgment  on  the  pleadings.  Admitting  the  execution  and 
genuineness  of  the  check  was  not  an  admission  of  the  new 
matter  set  up  in  the  answer  by  way  of  accord  and  satisfac- 
tion, or  that  the  check  related  in  any  way  to  the  transaction 
set  forth  in  the  complaint;  all  of  which,  under  section  462, 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  must  be  deemed  to  be  controverted. 
It,  therefore,  devolved  upon  defendant  to  connect  this  check 
with  the  transaction  upon  which  plaintiff  based  his  action 
and  prove  that  it  was  given  and  received  as  alleged  in  the 
answer.  In  the  absence  of  evidence  establishing  such  facts, 
it  did  not  in  itself  constitute  sufficient  evidence  in  support  of 
the  new  matter  alleged  in  the  answer.  While  plaintiff  ad- 
mitted receiving  the  check,  and  that  it  was  genuine  and  duly 
executed,  he  did  not  admit  that  it  was  received  as  set  forth 
in  the  answer.  "The  effect  of  an  admission  of  the  genuineness 
and  due  execution  of  an  instrument  pleaded  by  a  defendant, 
and  not  denied,  as  provided  by  section  448  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  is  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  proof  of  its  gen- 
uineness and  due  execution,  and  nothing  more ;  and  whether  it 
is  proven  or  its  execution  is  admitted  its  terms  and  legal 
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effect  are  to  be  determined  by  an  inspection  of  the  instru- 
ment."    {Carpenter  v.  Skinners,  108  Cal.  362,  [41  Pac.  473] .) 

At  the  trial  the  appellant  offered  no  evidence  whatever. 
He  now  contends  that  the  evidence  was  insufScient  to  justify 
the  verdict,  and  that  the  court  erred  in  its  charges  to  the  jury. 
The  court  instructed  the  jury  as  follows:  *'If  you  find  that 
the  check  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  demand  here  sued 
upon,  and  that  plaintiff  accepted  the  check  with  words  writ- 
ten thereon  indicating  that  it  was  to  be  in  full  payment  of  all 
of  such  demands,  and  that  he  was  aware  of  the  presence  of 
such  words,  then  the  check  should  be  received  by  you  as  evi- 
dence of  a  complete  settlement  of  such  demand."  In  another 
part  of  the  charge  the  jury  were  instructed  upon  the  theory 
that  it  was  for  them  to  find  from  the  evidence  whether  or  not 
plaintiff  had  knowledge  of  the  presence  of  the  memorandum 
at  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  check  to  him,  or  knew  of  the 
writing  upon  such  check,  before  it  passed  out  of  his  posses- 
sion. 

Having  failed  to  file  the  affidavit  of  denial  required  by 
section  448  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  respondent  is 
deemed  to  have  admitted  the  execution  and  genuineness  of  the 
instrument.  Notwithstanding  this  admission  he  may  contro- 
vert the  instrument  by  evidence  of  mistake,  fraud  and  like 
defenses,  or  show  that  it  had  no  connection  with  the  demand 
sued  upon.  (Moore  v.  Copp,  119  Cal.  429,  [51  Pac.  630].) 
He  offered  no  evidence  touching  the  question,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  testimony,  the  instrument  stands  as  an  exponent 
of  the  facts  therein  set  out,  and  its  terms  and  legal  effect 
are  to  be  determined  by  an  inspection  of  the  instrument. 
{Carpenter  v.  Shinners,  108  Cal.  362,  [41  Pac.  473].)  In 
the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  the  contrary,  respondent  is 
chargeable  with  what  the  instrument  purports  on  its  face 
to  be,  and  it  must  be  taken  for  just  what  it  appears  to 
mean.  {Petersen  v.  Taylor,  34  Pac.  724;  Brooks  v.  John- 
son, 122  Cal.  569,  [55  Pac.  423].)  Having  failed  to  con- 
trovert it,  respondent  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  the  memorandum  on  the  check  at  the 
time  of  the  delivery  thereof  to  him  and  to  have  known  of 
tlie  writing  thereon  before  it  passed  out  of  his  possession. 
No  proof  of  this  fact  was  necessary.  It  was,  therefore,  error 
to  instruct  the  jury,  in  effect,  that  notwithstanding  they  found 
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the  check  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  demand  sued  upon, 
they  must,  nevertheless,  in  order  to  render  a  verdict  for  de- 
fendant, find  the  further  fact  that  respondent  was  aware 
of  the  presence  thereon  of  the  words,  ''In  full  for  9th  and 
Grand  avenue  fees,"  and  that  respondent  ''had  knowledge 
of  the  presence  of  the  memorandum  written  on  the  check 
at  the  time  of  its  delivery  to  him,'*  or  that  "he  knew  of  the 
writing  upon  such  check  before  it  passed  out  of  his  pos- 
session." All  that  can  be  claimed  for  this  check  is  that 
it  constituted  a  receipt  for  money  paid  to  respondent  pur- 
suant to  the  alleged  settlement  As  such,  it  is  open  to  contra- 
diction or  explanation  by  parol  testimony.  In  the  absence 
of  such  contradiction  or  explanation,  respondent  is  bound 
by  what  it  purports  on  its  face  to  mean.  (Simmons  v.  Oulla- 
han,  75  Cal.  508,  [17  Pac.  543] ;  Snodgrass  v.  Parks,  79  Cal. 
55,  [21  Pac.  429].)  There  is  nothing  in  Oreer  v.  Laws,  66 
Ark.  37,  [18  S.  W.  1038],  or  in  Rapp  v.  Giddings,  4  S.  Dak. 
492,  [57  N.  W.  237],  cited  by  respondent,  inconsistent  with 
the  general  rule. 
The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed. 


AUen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Ctf.    No.  116.    Third  AppeUate  District.— June  17,  1907.] 

HERCULES  WATER  COMPANY,  Respondent,  v.  B.  PER- 
NANDEZ,  AppeUant. 

EicnnsNT  Domain — Oondemnation  or  Wateb  Bights — iNsurrioiBNT 
Complaint — SPECinsD  Towns  and  "Othkb  Places  "  in  County. 
A  complaint  bj  a  water  companj  in  an  action  of  eminent  domain, 
against  the  owners  of  riparian  rights  to  condemn  the  same  to  pub- 
lic nse  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  two  specified  towns  ''and  of 
other  places  in  said  county ''  with  water,  the  term  "other  places'' 
18  too  indefinite  to  embrace  either  the  whole  county,  or  any  par- 
ticular body  of  inhabitants  thereof,  nor  can  those  words  be  regarded 
as  surplusage;  but  the  complaint  must  be  held  insufficient  as  seek- 
ing the  aid  of  the  statute  for  an  unauthorized  purpose,  and  as 
being  indefinite  and  uncertain  as  to  tha  uaea  for  which  ibm  oon- 
demnation was  sought. 
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Id. — ^Blending  of  Lawtul  and  Unlawful  Pxtbposes. — ^Where  the  pio- 
eeeding  shows  upon  its  face  two  distinct  uses  or  purposes,  one  lawful 
and  the  other  not,  which  are  so  inseparablj  blended  in  the  petition 
and  orders  as  not  to  be  severable,  it  cannot  be  sustained;  and  an 
application  to  condemn  property  for  purposes,  part  of  which  are 
within  and  part  not  within  the  act,  will  be  bad  in  toto. 

Id.— 'Tomb  of  Statute— Extent  of  Use.— The  statute,  besides  allow- 
ing water  to  be  condemned  for  public  use  in  towns,  villages,  and 
incorporated  cities,  allows  it  to  be  condemned  in  behalf  of  canals, 
ditches,  etc,  for  ''conducting  or  storing  water  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  county,"  not  for  the  inhabitants  of  places  in 
any  eounty  indefinitely  described,  or  for  the  inhabitants  of  less 
than  those  of  the  entire  county.  All  may  not  enjoy  the  use,  but 
the  use  must  be  capable  of  enjoyment  by  alL 

Ik>« — Complaint— PuBUO  Use — Finding. — ^A  complaint  seeking  to  con- 
demn water  rights  for  public  use  must  state  facts  showing  that  the 
use  is  one  of  those  enumerated  in  the  statute.  A  mere  general 
averment  that  the  use  for  which  the  property  is  sought  to  be  taken 
it  a  public  use  is  insufficient;  and  the  trial  court  cannot  obviate  the 
requirement  of  pleading  by  a  finding  that  the  use  is  a  public  use. 

Id. — ^Measueb  of  Damages — Depreciation  in  Value  of  Pbopebtt. — 
The  measure  of  damages  for  the  taking  of  the  rights  of  a  riparian 
owner  for  a  public  use  is  the  difference  in  what  the  property  was 
worth  immediately  before  the  appropriation,  and  what  it  was  worth 
affected  by  the  appropriation.  The  single  fact  to  be  determined 
is  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  property  affected  by  the 
taking  away  from  it  the  water  sought  to  be  condemned,  to  be  as- 
certained by  competent  and  proper  evidence. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of 
Contra  Costa  County.    Wm.  S.  Wells,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Morrison  &  Cope,  and  Morrison,  Cope  &  Brobeck,  for  Ap- 
pellant. 

Pillsbury,  Madison  &  Sutro,  for  Respondent 

CHIPMAN,  P.  J. — ^Eminent  domain.  The  complaint  al- 
leges corporate  organization  of  plaintiff  under  the  laws  of 
this  state,  for  the  purposes,  among  others,  of  acquiring  water 
rights,  '*on  one  or  more  rivers,  creeks  or  streams  within  the 
state  of  California;  of  acquiring,  purchasing,  erecting,  con- 
structing, holding,  owning,  improving  and  leasing  dams,  reser- 
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voirsy  tanks,  canals,  flumes,  aqueducts,  ditches,  pipe-lines  and 
other  water-ways  or  conduits  and  securing  and  impounding 
springs,  streams  and  all  other  water-ways ;  of  buying,  selling, 
owning,  or  otherwise  dealing  in,  water  for  domestic,  irriga- 
tion, manufacturing  and  all  other  purposes;  of  furnishing, 
supplying  and  selling  the  same  to  any  county,  city  and  county, 
city,  town,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof;  of  acquiring,  con- 
structing and  maintaining  reservoirs,  tanks,  canals,  pipe- 
lines"; avers  the  ownership  of  water  rights  in  the  waters 
of  Pinole  creek,  Contra  Costa  county,  ''being  the  right  to 
divert  and  use  the  waters  of  said  creek  and  to  store  the 
same  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
of  Pinole  and  of  the  town  of  Hercules  and  of  other  places 
in  the  said  County  of  Contra  Costa,  with  water  for  domestic 
and  other  necessary  and  useful  purposes";  avers  the  owner- 
ship of  a  reservoir  and  pumping  plant  and  pipe-line  whereby 
said  water  is  diverted  from  said  creek  and  pumped  into 
said  reservoir;  that  it  owns  pipe-lines  leading  from  said 
reservoir  to  various  places  in  the  towns  named,  **and  else- 
where in  said  County"  by  means  of  which  *'it  now  supplies 
water  for  said  purposes  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of 
Hercules  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  of  Pinole,  and 
by  means  of  which  it  expects  and  intends  to  supply  water 
for  like  purposes  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  places  in  said 
County";  that  the  uses  and  purposes  for  which  the  property, 
rights  and  easements  already  acquired  have  been  and  are 
being  appropriated  are  public  uses  within  the  meaning  of 
the  law  of  this  state;  that  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  make 
eflfective  use  of  the  waters  of  said  creek  as  aforesaid  by 
means  of  dams  erected  across  said  creek  at  various  places 
thereon  above  the  lands  of  defendant,  to  impound  all  the 
^vaters  of  said  creek  in  order  to  facilitate  the  taking  all  of 
the  water  of  said  creek  at  a  point  or  points  above  the  land 
of  defendant,  to  wit:  at  the  said  pumping  station  and  at 
other  points  on  said  creek,  and  to  store  the  same  in  said  reser- 
voir of  plaintiff;  that  plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  all  the  riparian 
lands  and  rights  upon  said  creek  which  are  affected  by  the 
diverting  of  said  water,  as  aforesaid,  except  the  premises 
hereinafter  described.  The  complaint  then  describes  the 
lands  of  defendant  Fernandez  and  other  defendants  alleged 
to  be  affected  by  the  condemnation  sought,  and  alleges  that 
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said  creek  flows  through  each  parcel  of  land  thus  described, 
to  the  waters  of  which  defendants  are  the  owners  of  riparian 
rights;  "that  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town  of  Hercules  and  of  the  town  of  Pinole  and  of 
other  places  in  said  County  of  Contra  Costa  with  water  as 
aforesaid,  it  is  necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  acquire, 
have  and  hold  an  easement  in  and  to  all  the  waters  of  said 
Pinole  Creek  .  .  .  for  the  aforesaid  use  and  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  inhabitants  of  the  said  towns  named,  and  of  other 
places  in  said  county  of  Contra  Costa  with  water. '* 

The  defendants  other  than  defendant  Fernandez  made  de- 
fault, which  was  duly  entered.  Defendant  Fernandez  de- 
murred to  the  complaint  generally  for  insufficiency  of  facts, 
and  specially  on  the  grounds  of  uncertainly,  ambiguity  and 
unintelligibility. 

The  demurrer  was  overruled  and  defendant  Fernandez 
answered,  denying  specifically  the  material  allegations  of 
the  complaint. 

The  findings  follow  closely  the  allegations  of  the  complaint, 
the  court  finding,  among  other  facts,  that  plaintiff,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  was  supplying  water  and  since 
has  been  supplying  water  as  alleged  to  the  two  towns  named 
and  "expects  and  intends  to  supply  water  for  like  purposes 
to  the  inhabitants  of  said  towns  and  of  other  places  in  said 
County";  the  court  also  finds  that,  in  order  to  make  effective 
use  of  said  water  sufficient  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  said 
two  towns  "and  of  other  places  in  said  County  with  water," 
it  is  necessary  to  impound  the  waters  of  said  creek  as  alleged 
in  the  complaint;  that  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  in- 
habitants of  said  towns  "and  other  places  in  said  County 
of  Contra  Costa  with  water  it  is  necessary  that  plaintiff 
acquire  ...  an  easement  to  all  the  waters  of  said  Pinole 
Creek,  to  wit":  the  right  by  means  of  dams  at  various  places 
above  defendant's  lands  and  store  the  same,  "for  the  afore- 
said use  and  purpose  of  supplying  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Hercules  and  of  the  town  of  Pinole  and  of  other 
places  in  said  County  of  Contra  Costa  with  water." 

In  assessing  the  damages  the  court  found  the  total  damages 
to  be  $2,675.00,  as  follows :  1.  That  the  rights  and  easements 
belonging  to  the  defendant  Fernandez  are  fixed  at  $1,000;  2. 
The  damage  to  aeonie  to  the  first,  second  and  third  parcelfl 
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of  his  land,  as  described  in  the  complaint,  is  fixed  at  $25  each, 
and  to  the  fourth  parcel  it  is  fixed  at  $1,600,  the  last  three 
items  of  damage  by  reason  of  the  severance  of  his  said 
riparian  rights  from  said  parcels  of  land.  The  findings 
generally  follow  the  allegations  of  the  complaint  and  the 
judgment  follows  the  findings. 

Defendant  Fernandez  appeals  from  the  judgment  on  bill 
of  exceptions. 

It  is  urged  by  appellant  that  the  general  demurrer  should 
have  been  sustained,  for  that  it  is  sought  by  the  proceedings 
to  condemn  water  for  the  use  of  places  in  the  county  which 
are  not  described  as  cities,  towns  or  villages  or  otherwise 
as  required  by  statute  law.  The  special  demurrer  also  points 
out  that  the  complaint  is  ambiguous,  uncertain  and  unin- 
telligible, among  other  grounds,  because  it  cannot  be  ascer- 
tained therefrom  whether  it  is  necessary  to  condemn  the  said 
water  rights  for  the  purpose  of  suppl3dng  the  inhabitants 
of  the  towns  named,  or  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  in- 
habitants of  ** other  places''  in  said  county. 

Section  1238  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides  as 
follows:  ** Subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  title,  the  right  of 
Eminent  Domain  may  be  exercised  in  behalf  of  the  following 
uses:  3.  .  •  .  canals,  aqueducts,  reservoirs,  tunnels,  fiumes, 
ditches  or  pipes  for  conducting  or  storing  water  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants  of  any  county,  incorporated  city,  or  city 
and  county,  village  or  town.  ..."  Section  14,  article  I  of 
the  constitution  prohibits  the  taking  or  damaging  of  private 
property  for  public  use  without  just  compensation  having 
first  been  made.  We  are,  however,  to  look  to  the  legislature 
to  ascertain  what  constitutes  a  public  use  and  for  the  au- 
thority to  exercise  the  right  of  taking  or  damaging  private 
property  for  a  public  use.  The  only  limitation  upon  this 
power  is  contained  in  the  constitution.  {Lindsay  Irr.  Co.  v. 
Mehrtens,  97  Cal.  676,  [32  Pac.  802].)  Section  1241  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure  provides  that  before  private  property 
can  be  taken  it  must  appear  'Hhat  the  use  to  which  it  is  to  be 
applied  is  a  use  authorized  by  law,"  and  the  uses  so  au- 
thorized are  those  specified  in  the  statute  (Code  Civ.  Proc, 
sec.  1238),  and  none  others. 

The  words  "the  inhabitants  of,"  as  used  in  the  complaint, 
we  think  should  be  read  in  connection  with  the  words  ''other 
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places  in  the  County  of  Contra  Costa,"  and  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  repeat  them  before  the  latter  words.  But  these  latter 
words,  as  used  in  the  complaint,  are  clearly  in  addition  to, 
and  were  intended  to  embrace,  territory  different  from  that 
of  a  town,  village,  city  or  incorporated  city  and  county. 
Unless,  therefore,  a  construction  can  be  given  to  these  words 
which  would  make  them  equivalent  to  an  averment  that 
the  purpose  was  to  supply  with  water  the  inhabitants  of  the 
county  of  Contra  Costa,  we  do  not  see  how  the  complaint 
can  be  upheld  as  seeking  to  condemn  for  a  public  use.  Such 
construction,  however,  we  think  unwarranted.  *' Other 
places"  cannot  mean  all  places  in  the  county  other  than  the 
towns  of  Hercules  and  Pinole,  nor  can  the  complaint  be  held 
to  mean  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  other  than  said 
towns.  The  terms  are  too  indefinite  to  embrace  either  the 
whole  county  or  any  particular  body  of  the  inhabitants  who 
are  to  be  supplied  with  water.  Apparently  the  plaintiff  is 
to  be  the  exclusive  judge  of  whom  and  what  places  it  will 
supply  with  water,  and  no  reciprocal  right  attaches  to  any 
particular  group  of  the  inhabitants  of  such  places  to  demand 
service  of  plaintiff.  **The  other  places  might  be,"  as  sug- 
gested by  appellant,  ''factories,  such  as  that  of  the  California 
Powder  Works,  or  they  might  be  farms  belonging  to  one 
individual,  or  hotels,  stores,  shops,  residences,  or  innumerable 
other  private  places  and  establishments."  Nor  do  we  think 
by  this  illustration  "that  counsel  are  sticking  in  the  bark," 
as  replied  by  respondent.  It  is  true  that  in  supplying  these 
places  plaintiff  would  be  engaged  in  supplying  water  to  some 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Contra  Costa,  but  would 
plaintiff  be  under  obligation  to  supply  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  or  any  definite  part  of  the  county  t  It  was  said  in 
Lindsay  Irr.  Co.  v.  Mehrtens,  97  Cal.  676,  [32  Pac.  802],  at 
page  681:  ''It  is  not  necessary  that  the  entire  public  shall 
enjoy  the  use,  or  even  that  it  be  capable  thereof,  but  the  use 
must  be  capable  of  enjoyment  by  all  who  may  be  within  the 
neighborhood,  and  there  must  be  within  that  neighborhood  so 
great  a  number  of  the  entire  public  as  to  destroy  its  character 
as  a  private  use." 

The  statute  authorizes  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent 
domain  (except  as  to  towns,  villages  and  incorporated  cities), 
in  behalf  of  canals,  ditches,  etc.,  for  "conducting  or  storing 
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water  for  the  use  cf  the  inhabitants  of  any  county,'*  not  for 
the  inhabitants  of  places  in  any  county,  indefinitely  described, 
or  for  the  inhabitants  less  than  those  of  the  entire  county. 
All  may  not  enjoy  the  use,  but  the  use  must  be  capable  of  en- 
joyment by  all.  In  the  Lindsay  case,  supra,  the  court  said: 
**  Whether  the  particular  region  is  a  farming  neighborhood, 
and  whether  the  supplying  of  water  to  that  neighborhood 
constitutes  a  public  use,  are  questions  of  fact,  which  must 
be  determined  by  the  court  before  whom  the  proceeding  is  had, 
and  its  decision  thereon  must  be  held  conclusive  upon  this 
court  to  the  same  extent  as  in  other  cases  where  it  is  called 
upon  to  determine  matters  of  fact."  It  is  hence  urged  by 
respondent  that  as  there  is  a  finding  to  the  effect,  as  is 
claimed,  that  the  supplying  of  water  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Hercules  and  of  the  town  of  Pinole  and  other 
placea  in  said  county  of  Contra  Costa,  constitutes  a  public 
use,  18  conclusive  upon  this  court.  The  finding  of  the  court 
was  not  that  to  supply  water  to  "other  places  in  said  county" 
was  a  public  use,  but  that  "the  rights  and  easements  already 
acquired  and  owned  have  been,  and  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action  were  and  now  are  being,  appro- 
priated, are  public  uses."  But  had  the  findings  gone  to  the 
extent  claimed,  we  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  conclu- 
sive upon  this  court.  The  statute  under  examination  in  the 
case  just  cited  made  the  supplying  of  farming  neighbor- 
hoods with  water  a  public  use.  The  question  involved  was 
as  to  the  sufSciency  of  the  evidence  to  sustain  the  judgment 
that  the  particular  land  constituted  a  farming  neighborhood. 
The  court  did  not  mean  that  the  trial  court  could  conclu- 
sively determine  what  the  legislature  alone  can  determine. 
It  is  not  sufficient  for  the  pleader  to  allege  that  the  use  for 
which  property  is  to  be  taken  is  a  public  use.  The  complaint 
must  show  that  the  use  is  one  of  those  enumerated  in  the 
statute,  and  the  trial  court  cannot  obviate  this  requirement 
by  finding  the  use  to  be  a  public  use.  It  was  said  in  the 
case  last  cited:  "Whoever,  under  the  claim  of  agency  of  the 
state,  would  deprive  the  owner  of  any  of  his  property  by 
virtue  of  the  exercise  of  eminent  domain  must  show  not  only 
that  the  use  for  which  he  seeks  to  appropriate  it  is  a  public 
use,  but  also  that  the  legislature  has  authorized  the  taking 
of  property  for  that  particular  use,  and  in  the  mode  in  which 
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he  is  seeking  to  appropriate  it.  The  legislature  must  desig- 
nate,  in  the  first  place,  the  uses  in  behalf  of  which  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  may  be  exercised,  and  this  designation  is 
a  legislative  declaration  that  such  uses  are  public  and  will  be 
recognized  by  the  courts;  but  whether,  in  any  individual 
case,  the  use  is  a  public  use  must  be  determined  by  the  ju- 
diciary from  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case."  As 
we  understand  the  decision:  If,  for  example,  a  question  of 
fact  had  arisen  as  to  whether  or  not  Hercules  is  a  town  or 
village,  it  would  be  for  the  court  to  determine  that  fact  and 
its  finding  upon  conflicting  testimony  would  be  conclusive. 
But  if  the  legislature  had  not  provided  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  riparian  rights  for  the  benefit  of  towns  or  villages, 
no  right  of  condemnation  could  rest  upon  such  finding  by  the 
trial  court,  even  with  the  added  finding  that  the  suppl3dng 
of  water  to  such  towns  was  a  public  use.  A  corporation  can 
no  more  condemn  property  for  purposes  not  declared  to  be 
public  uses  than  for  purposes  without  the  power  conferred 
by  the  corporation  charter;  and  that  this  latter  cannot  be  done 
was  held  in  Chicago  &  N.  W.  By.  Co.  v.  Oalt,  133  111.  657, 
[23  N.  E.  425,  24  K  E.  674],  conceded  by  respondent  to  be 
good  law. 

Mr.  Lewis  says:  ''The  petition  should  show  the  use  or  pur- 
pose for  which  the  property  is  desired,  and  that  it  is  within 
the  statutory  powers  conferred.  It  should  show  a  (dear  right 
to  condemn  the  property  described."  (2  Lewis  on  Eminent 
Domain,  sec.  353.  See,  also,  7  Encyclopedia  of  Pleading  and 
Practice,  p.  526.)  "Where  the  proceeding  shows  upon  its 
face  two  distinct  uses  or  purposes,  one  lawful  and  the  other 
not,  which  are  so  inseparably  blended  in  the  petition  and 
orders  as  not  to  be  severable,  it  cannot  be  sustained."  (7 
Encyclopedia  of  Pleading  and  Practice,  p.  527.)  Here,  both 
by  averments  of  the  complaint  and  by  the  findings  and  judg- 
ment of  the  court,  a  necessity  is  alleged  and  found  for  the 
condemnation  to  supply  not  only  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
named  but  also  of  other  places  in  the  county  of  Contra  Costa. 

Nor  can  the  terms  ''other  places"  be  disr^arded  as  sur- 
plusage or  stricken  out  by  amendment  of  the  judgment  The 
court  found  that  the  water  was  necessary  not  only  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  towns  named,  but  that  in  order  to  make 
effective  use  of  said  waters  sufficient  to  supply  the  inhabitants 
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of  said  two  towns  and  other  places  in  said  county,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  plaintiff  acquire  an  easement  to  all  the  waters  of 
said  creek.  We  cannot  say  that  the  trial  court  would  have 
found  it  necessary  to  condemn  all  the  waters  of  the  creek  if 
plaintiff  had  not  expressed  an  intention  in  its  complaint  to 
use  the  waters  of  the  creek  elsewhere  than  in  said  towns  and 
had  asked  for  a  decree  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Lewis  cites  cases  holding  that  where  an  act  combined  a 
private  use  with  a  public  use  in  a  way  that  the  two  cannot 
be  separated,  the  whole  act  is  void.  He  adds:  "So  an  applica- 
tion under  an  act  to  condemn  property  for  purposes,  part  of 
which  are  within  and  part  not  within  the  act,  will  be  bad 
in  toto.'*     (1  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain,  sec.  206.) 

If  plaintiff  had  no  right  to  condemn  the  riparian  rights  of 
defendant  Fernandez  to  supply  water  to  the  inhabitants  of 
other  places  than  the  towns  named,  the  complaint  was  in- 
definite and  uncertain  in  the  particular  claimed  as  well  as 
seeking  the  aid  of  the  statute  for  an  unauthorized  purpose 

A  private  corporation  formed  for  private  gain,  under  guise 
of  serving  the  public,  should  not  be  permitted  to  take  private 
property  through  the  extraordinary  remedy  of  eminent  do- 
main, and  under  an  assumed  agency  of  the  state,  upon  any 
strained  or  doubtful  construction  of  the  statute  declaring 
what  are  public  uses. 

Error  is  claimed  arising  out  of  the  method  adopted  by  the 
trial  court  in  assessing  the  damages.  As  the  cause  must  be 
remanded  for  a  new  trial,  we  deem  it  best  to  notice  this  point. 

Over  defendant's  objection  the  court  allowed  the  witness 
McMahon  to  testify  that  the  value  of  water  rights  all  along 
the  banks  of  Pinole  creek  was  about  $2  per  running  foot,  ap- 
parently without  regard  to  the  extent  of  the  land  at  different 
places  lying  back  of  the  creek.  There  were  several  tracts  of 
land  of  appellant,  marked  on  the  map  used  at  the  trial,  of 
various  acreage — in  all  about  one  hundred  and  eighty-two 
acres  through  which  the  creek  flowed  for  a  distance  of  about 
eleven  hundred  and  ninety  feet  The  damage  awarded  was 
$2,675,  made  up  as  shown  above.  Whether  appellant  was  in- 
jured by  this  particular  testimony  is  not  clear,  for  the  court 
seems  to  have  assessed  the  damage  to  all  the  land  by  reason 
of  the  severance  of  the  riparian  rights,  and  in  addition  al- 
lowed a  separate  sum  for  the  rights  and  easements  belonging 
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to  appellant.  In  the  pr^ent  case  the  riparian  rights  alone 
were  sought  to  be  condemned  and  the  water  was  to  be  taken 
at  a  point  above  appellant's  land.  No  part  of  his  land  was 
sought  to  be  taken. 

It  seems  to  us  that  the  true  rule  is  stated  by  respondent — 
that  the  measure  of  damage  to  a  riparian  owner  by  the  ap- 
propriation or  diversion  of  the  waters  is  the  depreciation  in 
the  value  of  the  property  affected  by  the  taking.  The  ques- 
tion was  thus  disposed  of  in  Lee  v.  Springfield  Water  Co., 
176  Pa.  St.  223,  [35  Atl.  184],  where  the  court  said:  *'The 
defendant  had  seized  a  part  of  the  waters  of  Crum  Creek 
for  the  supply  of  its  water  works.  The  plaintiffs  are  mill 
owners  on  the  same  stream,  and  below  the  point  at  which  the 
water  is  taken.  The  object  of  this  action  is  to  ascertain  the 
damages  sustained  by  the  plaintiffs  by  reason  of  the  appro- 
priation of  a  portion  of  the  water  of  the  stream  that  had 
previously  flowed  through  their  property,  and  been  used 
by  them  to  aid  in  propelling  their  machinery.  The  true 
measure  of  damages  to  be  applied  in  all  cases  of  a  taking  by 
virtue  of  eminent  domain  is  involved  in  no  doubt.  It  is  easy 
of  application.  It  is  the  depreciation  in  value  of  the  prop- 
erty affected  by  the  taking.  Where  land  is  taken  this  has 
been  said  so  frequently  that  it  would  be  a  work  of  supereroga- 
tion to  cite  the  cases  in  which  the  doctrine  has  been  stated  and 
applied.  It  was  applied  in  Miller  v.  Windsor  Water  Co,,  148 
Pa.  St  429,  [23  AtL  1132],  where,  as  in  this  case,  a  water 
company  had  appropriated  water,  and  a  lower  riparian  owner 
complained  that  he  was  injured  by  the  appropriation.  It  is 
the  proper  measure  of  the  plaintiff's  damage  in  this  case.  The 
jury  should  inquire  what  the  property  affected  was  fairly 
worth  immediately  before  the  water  was  appropriated,  and 
what  it  was  worth  affected  by  the  appropriation.  The  differ- 
ence, if  any,  is  the  loss  actually  sustained,  and  therefore  the 
measure  of  the  plaintiff's  right  to  recover  damages." 

It  was  also  so  held  in  City  of  Syracuse  v.  Stacey,  169  N.  Y, 
231,  [62N.  B.  354]. 

Appellant  claims  that  the  extent  of  the  riparian  right  is  to 
be  measured  by  the  area  of  land  adjacent  to  the  stream  and 
within  the  watershed;  citing  Alta  Land  etc.  v.  Hancock,  85 
Cal.  219,  229,  230,  [20  Am.  St.  Eep.  217,  24  Pac.  645] ;  Wig^ 
gim  Y.  Muscupidbe  L.  dk  W.  Co.,  113  Cal.  182,  195,  [54  Am. 
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St.  Rep.  337,  45  Pac.  160].  There  seems  to  be  but  little,  if 
any,  disagreement  between  counsel  upon  the  rule.  The  point 
made  by  appellant  is  that  the  measurement  of  damages  by 
the  running  foot  was,  in  view  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  an  im- 
proper method  of  ascertaining  the  compensation,  and  upon 
the  point  we  agree  with  appellant.  Such  method  wholly  dis- 
regards the  extent  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  stream  and 
within  its  watershed  and  owned  by  the  defendant.  The 
riparian  right  to  a  narrow  strip  of  land  a  hundred  feet  wide 
would  thus  have  the  same  value  as  it  would  have  if  the  body 
of  land  had  a  width  of  a  thousand  feet.  Then  again,  the 
water  frontage  in  question  embraced  land  lying  along  a  creek 
of  fresh  flowing  water  and  land  also  whose  frontage  was 
on  tide  water  unfit  for  domestic  use.  It  is  not  probable  that 
the  riparian  right  was  of  equal  value  foot  by  foot  of  all  this 
frontage. 

The  single  fact  to  be  determined  was  the  depreciation  in 
the  value  of  the  property  affected  by  the  taking  away  from 
it  the  water  sought  to  be  condemned,  to  be  ascertained,  of 
course,  by  competent  and  proper  evidence. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  with  directions  to  sustain  the 
demurrer,  plaintiff  to  have  leave  to  amend  its  complaint  if 
so  minded. 

Hart|  J.,  and  Burnett,  J.,  concurred* 


[CSt.  No.  859.    Second  Appellate  Distrlet. — June  18,  1907.] 

MANUEL  MONTIJO  et  al..  Appellants,  v.  ROBERT 
SHERER  &  CO.,  Copartners,  et  aL,  Defendants;  MARK 
RYAN,  Respondent 

JUDOMKNT  BY  DEFAULT— VACATION — NOTICE  AND  AlTIDAVTrS — CONJUNC- 
TIVE Form  of  Gbounds — Consteuction — Sufficiency.— The  affi- 
davits used  on  a  motion  to  vacate  a  judgment  by  default  are  not 
to  be  construed  with  the  strictness  applied  to  a  pleading  in  matters 
of  form;  and  the  fact  that  the  grounds  of  the  motion  are  stated 
coDJunctivelj  in  the  notice  and  affidavits  filed,  that  "said  defend- 
ant failed  to  answfii  in  tima  through  inadvertence,  mistake,  and  ez- 
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ensable  negleet,"  is  not  material    It  is  snffideiit  if  the  faets  proved 
justify  the  aetioa  of  the  court  in  relieving  the  applicant  on  the 
ground  of  inadvertence,  mistake,  or  excusable  neglect. 
&>• — SumcisNOT  07  Showino — ^Action  iok  Foecibli  Entry— EMPiiOT- 

MENT     FOB     ANSWSBINO     DsMNDANT — BeUULNCS     UPON     SUPPOSKD 

Ownership — Discretion. — ^Where  the  moving  party  was  in  the 
employ  of  a  codef  endant  who  answered  the  complaint,  and  who  in- 
formed him  that  an  interurban  milway  company  was  the  owner 
of  the  premises  and  would  take  care  of  the  suit,  and  that  he  need 
not  bother  about  it,  and  that  relying  thereupon  he  failed  to  an- 
swer, under  the  circumstances  he  had  the  right  to  rely  upon  the 
statement  that  the  corporation  whom  he  believed  was  the  real  party 
in  interest  would  protect  him,  and  the  fact  that  his  employer  had 
answered  was  a  circumstance  to  be  considered  by  the  court,  and  the 
court  properly  exercised  its  discretion  in  favor  of  a  trial  of  the 
ease  on  its  merits. 
Id. — ^Atfidavit  of  Merits — ^Verified  Answer. — Although  no  sufficient 
separate  affidavit  of  merits  was  embodied  in  the  affidavits,  yet 
where  the  verified  answer  to  the  complaint  was  filed  with  the  affi- 
davits, and  a  copy  thereof  was  served  with  the  notice  and  affidavits, 
such  verified  answer  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  merits. 

APPEAL  from  an  order  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  setting  aside  a  judgment  by  default  and 
granting  leave  to  answer.    Walter  Bordwell,  Judge. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Hugh  J.  Crawford,  and  William  Crawford,  for  Appellants. 

Bicknelly  Gibson,  Trask,  Dunn  &  Crutcher,  and  Edward  E. 
Bacon,  for  Bespondent. 

TAQQABT,  J. — ^Defendant  Ryan  was  an  employee  of 
Hubert  Sherer  &  Co.  and  was  joined  with  the  members  of  that 
copartnership  in  an  action  for  damages  for  forcible  entry 
upon  premises  of  which  plaintifiEs  allege  themselves  to  have 
been  the  owners  and  in  the  actual  possession  at  the  time  of 
such  entry,  to  wit,  on  February  2,  1906,  and  to  and  until 
February  14,  1906,  and  at  divers  times  between  said  dates. 

Byan  was  served  with  summons  February  20,  1906,  and 

the  members  of  8herer  &  Co.  served  on  February  21st  and 

23d,  respectively.    Sherer  &  Co.  answered,  but  Ryan  failed 

to  do  so,  and  on  March  5,  1906,  the  default  of  Ryan  for 

6  CaL  App.— 47 
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not  answering  was  regularly  entered,  and  thereafter,  on 
March  13,  1906,  judgment  was  taken  against  him  as  prayed 
for  in  the  complaint,  to  wit,  for  the  sum  of  $1,500  (the  same 
to  be  trebled)  and  for  costs. 

On  March  17,  1906,  he  served  notice  on  plaintiff's  attorney 
of  his  intention  to  move  the  court  to  set  aside  the  said  de- 
fault and  to  permit  him  to  answer  the  complaint  filed  in  the 
action.  The  motion  was  noticed  to  be  made  on  the  records 
and  files  in  said  action  and  the  affidavits  of  himself  and  at- 
torney, and  his  verified  answer  to  the  complaint,  a  copy  of 
which  was  served  with  the  notice.  The  grounds  specified 
were  that  ''said  defendant  failed  to  answer  in  time  through 
inadvertence,  mistake  and  excusable  neglect." 

Appellants  claim  the  order  granting  the  motion  was  error 
for  two  reasons :  1.  The  grounds  of  the  motion  are  stated  con- 
junctively in  the  notice  and  both  affidavits  filed,  and  the 
showing  made  fails  to  support  the  conjoined  reasons  of  inad- 
vertence, mistake  and  excusable  neglect;  2.  The  affidavit  of 
merits  is  insufficient. 

The  affidavits  are  not  to  be  construed  with  the  strictness 
applied  to  a  pleading  in  matters  of  form,  and  if  they  shQw 
facts  to  justify  the  action  of  the  court  on  the  ground  of  in- 
advertence, mistake  or  excusable  neglect  it  will  be  sufficient 
By  the  affidavits  and  verified  answer  the  following  facts  are 
made  to  appear:  That  the  Los  Angeles  Interurban  Railway 
Company  was  the  owner  and  in  the  peaceable  possession  of 
the  premises  described  in  plaintiff's  complaint  at  the  time 
of  the  alleged  entry  thereon  by  defendants,  or,  at  least,  that 
Ryan  so  bdieved.  That  Ryan  was  a  laborer  in  the  employ  of 
his  codef  endants  and  it  was  in  such  employment  he  went  upon 
said  lands.  That  upon  being  served  he  called  the  attention 
of  his  employers  to  the  service  of  summons  upon  him,  and 
was  told  by  them  that  he  need  not  bother  about  the  matter, 
as  the  suit  would  be  taken  care  of  by  the  Los  Angeles  Inter- 
urban Railway  Company.  That  he  relied  upon  such  state- 
ment and  filed  no  answer.  Under  the  circumstances  he  had 
a  right  to  rely  upon  the  statement  that  the  corporation  whom 
he  believed  to  be  the  real  party  in  interest  would  protect  him. 
The  showing  by  the  affidavit  of  Attorney  Crutcher  as  to  the 
reasons  why  he  did  not  answer  for  defendant  Ryan  before  his 
appearance  to  make  the  motion  we  do  not  think  materiaL 
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The  *' records  and  files"  upon  which  the  motion  was  also 
based  are  not  before  ns,  but  it  does  appear  from  the  affidavit 
of  Albert  Crutcher  that  an  answer  had  been  filed  on  behalf 
of  the  defendants  Sherer  &  Co.  This  was  a  circumstance  that 
the  court  should  have  and  no  doubt  did  consider  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  discretion  in  the  matter.  That  there  were  other 
pleadings  before  the  court  raising  the  same  issues  of  fact  as 
those  which  the  defendant  in  default  asked  to  have  tried  in 
his  behalf  might  well  and  properly  have  influenced  the  court 
in  case  of  doubt  It  was  authorized  to  examine  them  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  the  motion.  {Lakeshore  Co.  v. 
Modoc  Co.,  108  Cal.  263,  [41  Pae.  472].)  The  discretion  of 
the  court  in  vacating  the  default  and  setting  aside  the  judg- 
ment thereon  appears  to  have  been  liberally  exercised  with  a 
view  to  the  trial  of  the  case  on  its  merits.  This  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  universal  rule.  {Merchants^  Co.  v.  Los 
Angeles  Co.,  128  Cal.  621,  [61  Pac.  277].) 

Neither  of  the  affidavits  filed  contains  a  showing  that  alone 
would  be  sufficient  as  an  affidavit  of  merits,  but  the  verified 
answer  denies  every  material  allegation  of  the  complaint. 
This  has  been  held  sufficient  too  often  by  the  supreme  court  to 
be  considered  an  open  question.  {Fvlweiler  v.  Mining  Co., 
83  Cal.  129,  [23  Pac.  65] ;  Merchants'  Co.  v.  Los  Angeles  Co., 
128  Cal.  621,  [61  Pac.  277] ;  Melde  v.  Reynolds,  129  CaL  314, 
[61  Pac.  932].) 

Order  appealed  from  affirmed. 

AUen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  court, 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  August  17,  1907. 
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[Ciy.  No.  853.    Second  Appellate  Distriet. — Jnn«  18,  1907.] 

C.  C.  BAILEY,  Respondent,  v.  AETNA  INDEMNITY  COM- 
PANY, OP  HARTFORD,  CONNECTICUT,  AppeUant 

Attachmsniv— Bond  fob  Belsasi — ^Undertaking  to  Pat  JuDOinsN^-^ 
GoMMON-ULw  Bond— BioiTALs  Gonclusivx^ — ^An  indemnitx  bond 
▼oluntarilj  given  bj  the  defendant  to  the  sheriff  to  secure  the  re- 
lease of  an  attachment  levied  on  defendant's  propertj,  for  which 
the  writ  of  attachment  provides,  under  section  540  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  which  recites  the  amount  of  plaintiff's  claim,  but 
which,  in  lieu  of  the  form  of  undertaking  provided  for  in  that  sec- 
tion, undertakes  and  promises  "that  in  ease  the  plaintiff  recovers 
judgment  in  the  action,  defendant  wiU  paj  to  plaintiff  the  amount 
of  whatever  Judgment  may  be  recovered  in  said  action,  together 
with  percentage,  interest  and  costs,"  is  substantially  a  bond  to  if- 
cure  the  release  of  an  attachment  under  section  540,  and  would  be 
valid  at  common  law;  and  its  recitals  of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  of 
the  levy  of  the  attachment  and  of  the  desire  of  defendant  to  release 
the  same  by  the  bond,  are  conclusive  against  the  obligor,  whether  it 
be  a  statutory  or  common-law  bond. 

1D.^B0ND  fOB  BELEASB  CONTEMPLATBD  by  WBIT--0RDBB  Oy  COUBT  HOT 

Bequired. — Where  the  writ  contemplates  a  bond  to  the  sheriff  for 
the  release  of  attached  property,  as  well  as  to  prevent  a  levy  thereof, 
no  order  of  the  court  is  essential  to  its  effectiveness  as  a  statutory 
or  common-law  bond,  whatever  its  form,  when  voluntarily  given  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  the  release  of  an  attachment  levied  upon 
defendant's  effects. 

Id. — SuBjEonoN  oy  Pbopebty  to  ATrACRMENT— Afrdavit— Validitt  of 
Wait. — In  an  action  on  the  bond  given  to  release  the  attachment 
it  cannot  be  questioned  whether  the  property  released  was  subject 
to  attachment  or  not,  nor  whether  the  affidavit  for  attachment  urns 
false  or  the  writ  invalid,  under  which  the  levy  was  mada. 

Id. — ^BoND  FOB  Belease  not  a  8tat  Bond — Accbual  of  Causb  of  Ac- 
tion— Execution  Unsatisfied. — A  bond  given  to  release  an  at- 
tachment, though  in  the  form  of  an  obligation  of  defendant  to 
pay  the  judgment,  does  not  operate  as  a  bond  to  stay  execution  on 
the  judgment,  nor  is  an  action  thereupon  an  action  on  the  judg- 
ment; and  the  cause  of  action  on  the  bond  accrues  as  soon  as  ex- 
ecution against  the  defendant  has  been  returned  unsatisfied,  where 
bo  stay  bond  on  appeal  from  the  judgment  was  given  to  prevent 
such  execution  and  return. 

Id. — Action  on  Bond — Judgment  on  Pleadings — ^Mebits. — ^In  an  ac- 
tion on  the  bond,  a  judgment  on  the  pleadings  is  a  judgment  om  tbo 
Bbsrits  under  •nr  eodSb 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]    Bailet  v.  Aetna  Indemnity  Co.  741 

Id. — Tbul — Insufficiknt  Answer— Conclusions  of  Law — iNsuvrz- 
oiENT  BEraNsx — Pbopeb  Judgment  upon  Plsadinos. — Where  it 
Appeared  upon  the  trial  that  the  denials  of  the  answer  were  of 
mere  eoneliiBionB  of  law,  and  that  an  affirmative  defense  to  the  or- 
iginal aotion  on  the  ground  of  eollusion,  which  failed  to  show  the 
facts  constituting  it,  or  to  show  that  there  was  anj  defense  to  the 
original  action  or  any  ability  to  supply  upon  a  new  trial  evidence 
alleged  to  have  been  suppressed  at  the  former  action,  states  no  de- 
fense, and  where  the  defendant  elected  to  stand  upon  the  answer,  a 
judgment  upon  the  pleadings  was  properly  rendered. 

ID« — Inteodugtion  of  Evidenge--€ueplusage. — The  judgment  having 
been  rendered  upon  the  pleadings,  with  a  general  finding  that  the 
averments  of  the  complaint  were  true,  the  introduction  of  evidence 
at  the  trial  became  mere  surplusage,  and  questions  of  its  weight 
and  admissibility  are  immateriaL 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  W. 
P.  James,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Drew  Pruitt,  Charles  L.  Batcheller,  and  Thomas  C.  Bidg- 
way,  for  Appellant. 

Sidney  J.  Parsons,  and  0.  P.  Widaman,  for  Respondent 

TAGGART,  J. — ^This  is  an  action  to  recover  from  the  surety 
on  an  undertaking  given  to  release  an  attachment  the  amount 
of  the  judgment  rendered  against  the  attached  debtor. 

Judgment  was  for  plaintiff,  and  defendant  appeals  from 
the  judgment,  and  from  an  order  denying  its  motion  for  a 
new  trial. 

Plaintiff  brought  an  action  in  the  superior  court  of  Los 
Angeles  county  against  the  Pacific  Furniture  and  Lumber 
Company  to  recover  judgment  on  two  promissory  notes  with 
interest,  and  attorney's  fees  as  provided  therein,  and  on  an 
account  for  work  and  labor.  He  caused  an  attachment  to  be 
issued  and  levied  on  the  property  of  the  said  Pacific  Furni- 
ture Company  at  the  time  the  action  was  begun.  On  the 
same  day  (April  14,  1904)  the  defendant  herein,  the  Aetna 
Indemnity  Company,  executed  and  delivered  to  the  sheriff 
who  held  the  attached  property  of  the  furniture  company. 
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the  instrument  here  sued  on,  and  the  attached  property  was 
released  and  the  attachment  discharged.  On  the  trial  in  the 
attachment  suit  the  indebtedness  was  admitted  by  the  de- 
fendant furniture  company,  but  it  was  claimed  that  it  was 
not  due  by  reason  of  the  execution  by  plaintiff  and  certain 
other  creditors  of  the  furniture  company  of  a  certain  con- 
tract for  forbearance  extending  the  time  of  payment  to  Sep- 
tember 23,  1903.  Findings  on  this  issue  were  for  plaintiff, 
and  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  1905,  judgment  in  his  favor 
was  rendered  against  the  Pacific  Furniture  Company  for  the 
fuU  amount  claimed.  The  present  action  was  begun  July  24, 
1905,  to  recover  from  defendant  herein,  as  surety  on  the 
undertaking  given  to  release  the  attachment,  the  amount  of 
such  judgment.  Defendant  set  up  the  same  defense  pleaded 
in  the  attachment  suit,  and  alleged  that  the  issues  so  raised 
were  not  fairly  tried  because  of  collusion  between  plaintiff 
and  the  defendant  in  the  attachment  suit,  and  asks  that  they 
may  be  tried  on  its  answer  in  this  action. 

In  support  of  the  appeal  it  is  urged  that  it  appears  from 
the  complaint  that  the  action  was  prematurely  brought  be- 
cause the  judgment  was  not  final  under  section  1049,  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure;  that  there  is  no  allegation  of  indebtedness 
from  defendant  to  plaintiff ;  that  the  writ  of  attachment  was 
void;  that  it  was  not  alleged  that  any  property  was  levied 
upon  by  virtue  of  said  writ  of  attachment;  and  that  if  the 
writ  of  attachment  was  not  void  the  property  was  not  shown 
to  have  been  released  as  required  by  law. 

The  instrument  sued  on  is  attached  to  and  made  a  part  of 
the  complaint.  The  allegations  as  to  the  manner  of  its  ex- 
ecution and  delivery  would  justify  the  assumption  that  it  was 
given  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  sections  554  and  555  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  although  these  sections  are  not 
named.  Some  of  appellant's  objections  to  the  pleading  are 
based  upon  the  instrument  being  so  given,  and  upon  this 
theory  it  is  urged  that  the  complaint  fails  to  state  a  cause  of 
action  because  it  does  not  allege  a  compliance  with  all  the 
steps  and  proceedings  taken  under  those  sections.  To  avoid 
these  objections  respondent  claims  the  instrument  to  be  an 
undertaking  given  under  section  540  of  the  Code  of  Civil 
Prooedurau 
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An  examination  of  the  instrument  itself  shows  that  it  is 
not  strictly  in  the  form  required  by  either  section  540  or 
section  555.  The  former  section  applies  where  the  intention 
is  to  prevent  the  levy  of  an  attachment,  and  the  sheriff  may 
accept  an  undertaking  ''in  an  amount  sufficient  to  satisfy 
such  demand  ( plaintiff 's),  besides  costs,  or  in  an  amount 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  property  which  has  been,  or  is  about 
to  be,  attached."  The  latter  section  (555)  provides  for  the 
release  of  an  attachment  by  the  court.  In  which  event  the 
court  must  require  an  undertaking,  ''to  the  effect  that  in 
cose  the  plaintiff  recover  judgment  in  the  action  defendant 
will,  on  demand,  redeliver  the  attached  property  so  released 
to  the  proper  officer,  to  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  judg- 
ment, or,  in  default  thereof,  that  the  defendant  and  sureties 
will,  on  demand,  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the  full  value  of  the 
property  released.*' 

The  instrument  pleaded  shows  the  title  of  the  court  and 
cause  in  which  given,  recites  the  claim  and  amount  of  plain- 
tiff's claim  against  defendant,  the  issuance  of  the  attachment 
and  levy  thereof  on  "certain  property  and  effects  of  said 
defendant,"  and  that  defendant  desires  to  release  said  prop- 
erty from  the  attachment;  that  the  surety  (defendant  here- 
in), in  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the  release  of  the 
property  attached,  undertakes  in  the  sum  of  $4,350,  "and 
promises  that  in  case  the  plaintiff  recovers  judgment  in  the 
action  defendant  will  pay  to  plaintiff  the  amount  of  what- 
ever judgment  may  be  recovered  in  said  action,  together  with 
the  percentage  interest  and  costs." 

The  bond  is  not  a  forthcoming  or  delivery  bond,  but,  as 
shown  by  its  own  provisions  and  the  allegations  of  the  com- 
plaint as  a  whole,  was  given  to  the  sheriff  under  section  540 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  continuance  of  the  levy  upon 
or  further  holding  of  property  which  had  already  been  at- 
tached. It  is  not  strictly  such  an  undertaking  as  that  sec- 
tion directs  him  to  take,  but  is  an  indemnity  bond  given  for 
the  benefit  of  plaintiff  to  secure  the  release  of  the  property 
of  defendant,  and  it  accomplished  fhat  purpose.  The  condi- 
tion of  it  18  that  the  obligors  will  pay  the  judgment  in  con- 
iideration  of  the  release  of  the  attachment.  It  substantially 
eonf orms  to  the  requirement  of  one  clause  of  section  540  and 
tha  fair  presumption,  aided  by  the  allegations  of  the  eom- 
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plaint,  is  that  it  was  executed  with  reference  to  that  section. 
It  would  be  immaterial  here  under  which  section  it  was  given^ 
if  it  were  not  that  the  meaning  and  intentions  of  the  par- 
ties are  to  be  ascertained  by  the  light  of  the  statute.  {Heyne- 
mann  v.  Ed^r,  17  CaL  434.)  Such  an  undertaking  may  be 
given  either  to  prevent  or  to  release  an  attachment  (section 
540 ;  Curiae  v.  Packard,  29  Cal.  200) ;  if  voluntarily  given  to 
the  sheriff  to  secure  a  redelivery  or  release  of  the  property 
attached  it  would  be  valid  at  common  law  {Palmer  v.  Vance, 
13  CaL  553),  and  its  recitals  are  conclusive  as  against  the 
obligor  whether  it  be  a  statutory  or  common-law  bond.  {Mc- 
Millan V.  Dana,  18  Cal.  339,  347.) 

Quoting  approvingly  from  the  opinion  in  the  case  last 
cited,  the  supreme  court  says,  in  McCormick  v.  National 
Surety  Co.,  134  CaL  513,  [66  Pac.  741] :  *'Nor  does  it  matter 
whether  the  property  was  subject  to  the  attachment  or  not. 
That  matter  cannot  be  tried  in  this  collateral  way.  It  is 
enough  that  the  plaintiff  had  this  property  levied  on  as  sub- 
ject to  his  debt,  and  that  the  sureties  procured  its  release  upon 
the  stipulation  that  in  consideration  of  such  release  th^r 
would  pay  the  amount  of  the  judgment  to  be  recovered  by 
the  plaintiff  in  the  attachment  suit." 

The  same  rules  apply  if  the  bond  be  considered  as  a  com- 
mon-law bond.  Speaking  of  a  bond  given  to  release  an  at- 
tachment which  was  held  not  to  have  been  given  pursuant  to 
either  section  540  or  section  555,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
the  supreme  court  says:  '^ Whatever  the  obligor  recites  in  a 
bond  to  be  true  may  be  taken  as  true  against  him,  and  need 
not  be  averred  in  a  complaint  on  such  bond,  or  proved  on  the 
trial."  {Smith  v.  Fargo,  57  Cal.  157.)  Whether  the  un- 
dertaking  be  in  statutory  form  or  good  only  as  a  common-law 
bond  is  immaterial.  {Gardner  v.  Donnelly,  86  CaL  372,  [24 
Pac.  1072].) 

Considering  the  points  urged  by  appellant  in  the  reverse 
order  of  their  mention,  its  contention  that  the  attachment 
was  not  released  as  required  by  law  is  based  upon  the  assump- 
tion that  the  undertaking  was  given  under  section  555  and 
an  order  of  the  court  necessary  for  the  release  of  the  attached 
property.  No  order  was  required,  as  the  writ  of  attachment 
itself  directed  the  sheriff  to  take  such  an  undertaking  and 
either  not  attach,  or  release  the  property  attached,  as  the  eir- 
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cumstances  required.  The  allegation  of  the  complaint  that 
the  Paeifie  Furniture  Company  ''appeared  in  said  action" 
may  be  treated  as  surplusage.  The  defendant  is  estopped  by 
the  recitals  in  its  own  written  obligation,  the  bond,  from  say- 
ing that  no  property  was  levied  on  by  virtue  of  the  writ  of 
attachment 

The  complaint  alleges  an  indebtedness  from  defendant  to 
plaintiff  with  sufficient  clearness,  and  the  case  of  Provident 
Mutual  etc.  v.  Davis,  143  Cal.  253,  [76  Pac  1034],  cited  by 
appellant,  has  no  application  here.  The  recitals  in  the  bond 
also  conclude  the  defendant  here  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the 
affidavit  upon  which  the  attachment  was  based,  and  of  the 
writ  itself.  That  the  former  was  false,  or  the  latter  did  not 
state  the  amount  of  the  plaintiff's  demands  in  conformity 
with  the  complaint,  cannot  be  questioned  by  defendant  If 
these  matters,  or  either  of  them,  were  open  to  question  at  this 
time  and  in  this  manner,  the  rulings  of  the  trial  court  in  this 
connection  would  still  have  to  be  sustained.  (Porter  v.  Pico, 
55  Cal.  173;  Scrivener  v.  Dietz,  68  Cal.  1,  [8  Pac.  609] ;  Har- 
vey V.  Foster,  64  Cal.  296,  [30  Pac.  849].) 

This  is  an  action  on  a  bond  and  not  on  the  judgment  ren- 
dered in  the  action  of  Bailey  v.  Pacific  Furniture  Co.  The 
bond  was  given  to  take  the  place  of  the  security  obtained  by 
attaching  certain  personal  property  of  the  defendant  in  that 
action.  The  attachment  issued  and  the  property  was  seized 
that  it  might  be  available  for  the  execution  of  the  judgment 
which  plaintiff  expected  to  and  did  subsequently  obtain 
against  the  Pacific  Furniture  Company  in  the  superior  court. 
Unless  an  appeal  had  been  taken  at  once,  and  a  stay  bond 
given,  the  plaintiff  could,  and  no  doubt  would,  have  proceeded 
to  sell  the  property  attached  to  satisfy  the  judgment  of  the 
superior  court  This,  it  is  admitted,  could  have  been  done, 
but  it  is  claimed  that  it  is  so  only  because  of  express  statutory 
authorization.  It  is  provided  by  section  552  that  if  the  ex- 
ecution be  returned  unsatisfied  in  whole,  or  in  part,  the  plain- 
tiff may  prosecute  any  undertaking  given  pursuant  to  either 
section  540  or  section  555 ;  and  the  complaint  alleges  an  ex- 
ecution was  issued  on  the  judgment  and  returned  wholly  un- 
satisfied. 

The  attachment  proceedinp^  is  merely  auxiliary  to  the  main 
action  {Porter  v.  Pico,  55  Cal.  173),  and  the  latter  would  go 
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forward  to  execution  whether  the  sheriff  held  the  attached 
property  or  the  undertaking  given  for  its  release.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  statute  to  suggest  that  the  bond  given  to  re- 
lease attachment  shall  operate  as  a  stay  bond  to  prevent  ex- 
ecution  on  the  judgment  for  six  months  after  its  entry.  For 
the  protection  of  the  surety,  it  is  required  that  an  effort 
shall  be  first  made  to  execute  against  the  judgment  debtor. 
Failing  in  this,  the  substitute  for  the  attached  property  is 
immediately  available  and  the  bond  may  be  enforced  at  once. 

In  Cook  V.  Ceas,  143  Cal.  221,  [77  Pac.  65],  claimed  by  ap- 
pellant to  be  decisive  of  this  case,  the  supreme  court,  on  page 
226  of  the  opinion,  says:  "The  question,  then,  is  reduced  to 
this :  When  did  the  order  settling  the  account  of  the  guardian 
become  a  binding  order!"  The  answer  to  this  question  was 
*'Not  until  the  time  for  appeal  had  passed."  The  question 
here  is:  When  was  execution  on  the  judgment  in  the  attach- 
ment suit  enforceable!  The  answer  is:  As  soon  as  entered 
(Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  681),  unless  an  appeal  was  taJken  at 
once  and  stay  bond  given.  As  well  could  it  be  said  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  await  the  six  months  within  which  an 
appeal  might  be  taken  before  a  demand  for  the  return  of  the 
property  taken  from  the  sheriff  on  a  forthcoming  bond  could 
be  made,  or  the  redelivery  of  the  property  compelled.  We 
think  the  case  of  Cook  v.  Cea^s  is  easily  distinguishable  from 
the  case  at  bar. 

The  findings  and  judgment  recite:  A  trial  of  the  cause 
before  the  court  on  its  merits;  the  introduction  of  evidence 
by  the  plaintiff  and  by  the  defendant ;  that  the  latter  sought 
to  introduce  testimony  which  was  objected  to  on  the  ground 
that  the  answer  failed  to  state  a  defense,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant thereupon  announced  that  it  elected  to  stand  upon  the 
answer  as  framed  and  declined  to  amend  or  offer  further  tes- 
timony. The  transcript  of  the  proceedings  at  the  trial  sup- 
port these  recitals  in  every  particular.  This,  appellant  con- 
tends, shows  that  the  judgment  was  on  the  pleadings,  and 
that,  therefore,  a  new  trial  should  be  ordered  that  the  findings 
on  the  evidence  introduced  may  be  stricken  out  and  the  judg- 
ment be  made  to  declare  on  its  face  that  it  is  based  on  the 
pleadings.  Considering  the  judgment  as  one  rendered  on  the 
pleadings  (which  it  is),  the  conclusion  suggested  by  appel- 
lant does  not  necessarily  follow.    There  is  but  one  finding 
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of  fact  by  the  court  and  that  is  the  general  one,  that  "each 
and  every  allegation  contained  in  the  plaintiff's  complaint 
are  true."  This  is  but  the  express  finding  of  that  which  is 
impliedly  found  by  a  judgment  for  plaintiff  on  the  pleadings. 
A  judgment  on  the  pleadings  is  a  judgment  on  the  merits  un- 
der our  code.     (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sees.  581,  582.) 

The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  as  to  the  suflBciency  of  the 
answer  was  correct  The  denials  therein  are  of  conclusions 
of  law  and  of  those  matters  as  to  which  defendant  is  con- 
cluded by  the  recitals  in  the  bond.  The  facts  alleged  in 
the  aiS&rmative  defense  are  not  sufficient  to  constitute  either 
a  defense  or  counterclaim.  An  answer  claiming  the  relief 
here  sought  by  defendant  must  show  not  only  the  facts  con- 
stituting the  fraud  which  prevented  a  fair  judgment  from 
being  rendered  in  the  former  action,  but  it  must  also  show 
that  there  was  a  good  defense  to  the  original  action  upon 
the  merits  and  that  the  defendant  will  be  able  to  present  this 
defense  upon  a  new  trial.  These  matters  must  be  alleged, 
not  in  the  form  of  conclusions,  or  ultimate  facts  but  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  facts  constituting  the  fraud ;  that  is,  the 
particular  facts  which  were  not  presented  upon  the  trial  of 
the  original  action,  by  reason  of  the  fraud  complained  of, 
must  be  set  out,  and  accompanied  by  an  allegation  that  the 
complaining  party  has  the  ability  to  produce  evidence  upon 
any  new  trial  that  may  be  granted  to  establish  such  facts  as 
alleged.  In  reaching  this  conclusion  we  recognize  the  rule 
invoked  by  appellant,  that  each  case  of  fraud  must  be  de- 
termined upon  its  own  circumstances.  Here  it  is  claimed 
that  there  was  a  collusive  failure  to  introduce  available  evi- 
dence constituting  a  defense  upon  the  original  trial.  The 
details  of  this  failure  should  be  pleaded  and  the  ability  of  the 
defendant  in  this  action  to  supply,  upon  a  new  trial,  the  evi- 
dence which  was  willfully  suppressed  upon  the  former  trial 
should  be  clearly  alleged.  This  is  required  to  support  a  biU 
in  equity  to  set  aside  a  decree  for  fraud,  or  because  of  newly 
discovered  evidence.  The  same  rule  is  proper  here.  {HuU 
ford  V.  Cohn,  18  Cal.  46,  concurring  opinion,  Harrison,  J.; 
Whitney  v.  Kelley,  94  CaL  153,  [28  Am,  St.  Eep.  106,  29  Pac. 
624].) 

The  other  objections  to  the  court's  rulings  assigned  as  error 
need  not  be  considered,  as  they  relate  to  the  introduction  of 
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evidence  and  its   sufficiency.    The  judgment   being  on   the 
pleadings,   the  introduction   of  evidence  becomes  mere  sur- 
plusage, and  questions  of  its  weight  and  admissibility  are  im- 
materiaL 
Judgment  and  order  appealed  from  aflSrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred* 


[CIt.  No.  857.    Second  Appellate  Distrfot.— Jvns  18, 1807.] 

LINNA  A.  HIGGINS  et  al.,  Appellants,  v.  LOS  ANGELES 
RAILWAY  COMPANY,  Respondent 

Appbal— BKviiw--OpmiON  or  Trial  Judge.— The  reaeoiie  aasfgned  Ib 
the  opinion  of  the  trial  judge  for  hie  oondoBions  upon  the  final 
determination  of  a  case  constitute  no  part  of  the  record  upon  ap- 
peal; and  howeyer  erroneous  the  reasoning  maj  be,  error  cannot  be 
predicated  thereon;  and  a  proper  ruling  bj  the  judge  will  not  be 
disturbed  because  the  court  renders  its  conclusion  bj  erroneous 
reasoning.  If  this  court  finds  that  upon  any  ground  or  for  anj 
reason  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  correct,  such  action  will  be 
affirmed,  regardless  of  the  reason  which  the  court  may  have  givaa 
for  it 

Id.— Affidavitb  Usxd  on  Motion  ioe  Nxw  Tbial— BmL  or  Excep- 
tion— BuLE  OF  CouBT. — Affidavits  used  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial 
must  be  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptionsi  as  required  by  mie 
ZXIX  of  this  court,  else  they  cannot  be  considered  on  appeal  from 
the  order  denying  the  motion. 

AonoN  FOB  Death — ^Negligence — Contributory  Negligence  of  De- 
CEASED^SUPPORT  OF  FINDINGS. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  the 
death  of  a  person  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  in  which  the  negligence  was  denied  and  the  con- 
tributory negligence  of  the  deceased  was  put  in  issue,  it  ia  held  that, 
notwithstanding  a  conflict  in  the  evidence,  there  is  sufficient  evidence 
to  sustain  the  findings  that  the  defendant  was  not  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence, and  that  the  deceased  was  guilty  of  contributory  neg^ 
ligence. 

Id. — Evidence — Speed  of  Cai^— Bulinos  not  Peejttdigial. — ^Where  five 
witnesses  had  testified  that  the  car  was  running  at  a  speed  not  to 
exceed  eight  miles  per  hour,  supposing,  without  holding,  that  ob- 
jections sustained  to  two  other  witnesses  as  not  experts^  who 
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asked  as  to  the  speed  of  the  ear,  one  of  whom  testified  that  it  was 
nuuiiiig  thiTtj  miles  per  hour,  were  erroneous  in  view  of  the  eri- 
dsnee  as  to  independent  eontributorj  negligence,  such  rulings  eould 
■Dt  be  prejudiciaL 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial  O. 
A.  Oibbs,  Judge. 

The  faets  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

A.  D.  Warner,  and  Ansel  Smith,  for  Appellants. 

Bicknell,  Gibson,  Traak,  Dunn  &  Crutcher,  and  Norman  S. 
Sterry,  for  Respondent. 

SHAW,  J.— On  the  night  of  December  6,  1904,  John  T. 
Higgins,  while  crossing  Central  avenue  at  its  intersection  with 
Sixth  street  in  the  city  of  Los  Angeles,  was  struck  by  an  elec- 
tric street-car  operated  by  the  Los  Angeles  Railway  Com- 
pany, receiving  injuries  which  caused  his  death  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning.  His  widow  in  her  own  right  and  as  admin- 
istratrix of  his  estate,  and  also  as  guardian  ad  Utem  of  his 
minor  children,  instituted  this  action  against  said  railway 
company  to  recover  damages  claimed  to  have  been  sustained 
on  account  of  his  death.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  defend- 
ant, from  which,  and  an  order  denying  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  plaintiff  prosecutes  this  appeal. 

The  complaint  charges  that  the  death  of  the  deceased  was 
due  to  the  negligence  of  said  railway  company  in  making  and 
leaving  unprotected  certain  excavations  along  its  tracks  at 
the  intersection  of  said  Central  avenue  and  Sixth  street,  into 
one  of  which  excavations  said  Higgins  stepped  while  attempt- 
ing to  cross  said  avenue  in  the  night-time  while  the  same  was 
unguarded  by  signal  lights  and  in  the  absence  of  any  warning 
as  to  its  dangerous  condition,  and  from  which  he  was  unable 
to  extricate  himself  before  being  struck  by  a  car  operated 
over  the  track  at  said  point  at  a  high,  dangerous  and  reckless 
rate  of  speed,  and  thereby  received  injuries  which  caused  his 
death. 

The  answer  is  a  general  denial,  with  an  allegation  that  the 
death  of  said  Higgins  was  due  to  his  own  carelessness  and 
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negligence,  which  directly  contributed  to  the  collision  which 
caused  his  death. 

The  transcript  contains  certain  affidavits  which  purport  to 
embody  the  opinion  of  the  trial  judge,  delivered  orally  at 
the  close  of  the  trial.  It  is  claimed  that  these  affidavits  in- 
corporating this  opinion  were  used  in  support  of  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial,  and  the  reasoning  of  the  trial  judge  in  de- 
termining the  case  in  favor  of  respondent  is  assigned  as  error 
and  here  strenuously  urged  as  a  ground  for  the  reversal  of 
the  order  denying  appellant's  motion  for  a  new  trial.  The 
reasons  assigned  by  the  trial  judge  for  his  conclusions  upon 
the  final  determination  of  a  case  constitute  no  part  of  the 
record  on  appeal.  However  erroneous  the  reasoning  may  be, 
error  cannot  be  predicated  thereon.  Such  an  opinion  may  be 
cited  and  referred  to  in  argument  and  thus  be  the  means  of 
assisting  the  court  in  reaching  a  correct  solution  of  the  ques- 
tions submitted,  but  a  proper  ruling  will  not  be  disturbed  be- 
cause the  court  reaches  its  conclusions  by  a  process  of  errone- 
ous reasoning.  "If  this  court  finds  that  upon  any  ground  or 
for  any  reason  the  action  of  the  court  below  was  correct,  such 
action  will  be  affirmed,  regardless  of  the  reason  which  the 
court  may  have  given  for  it"  (White  v.  Merrill,  82  CaL 
14,  [22  Pac.  1129] ;  Schwerdtle  v.  Placer  County,  108  Cal.  589, 
[41  Pac.  448].) 

The  affidavits  cannot  be  considered  on  appeal  from  the  or- 
der denying  the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  because  they  are  not 
incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions  as  required  by  rule  XXIX 
of  this  court,  which  provides:  ''In  all  cases  of  appeal  from 
the  orders  of  the  superior  courts,  the  papers  and  evidence 
used  or  taken  on  the  hearing  of  the  motion  must  be  authen- 
ticated by  incorporating  the  same  in  a  bill  of  exceptions,  ex- 
cept where  another  mode  of  authentication  is  provided  by 
law."  The  law  provides  no  other  mode;  hence,  their  incor- 
poration in  a  bill  of  exceptions  is  the  exclusive  method  of 
presenting  such  affidavits  to  this  court  for  its  consideration 
upon  an  appeal  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial.  {Skinner 
V.  Horn,  144  Cal.  278,  [77  Pac.  904] .)  The  affidavits  in  ques- 
tion,  as  printed  in  the  transcript  (after  title  of  court  and 
cause),  are  entitled:  ** Affidavits  of  A.  D.  Warner,  Linna 
A.  Higgins,  Joseph  Tilley,  on  Motion  for  New  Trial,"  and 
are  indorsed:  "Used  on  Motion  for  New  Trial,  G.  A.  Oibk% 
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Judge."  Following  these  affidavits  there  is  printed  in  the 
transcript  a  counter-affidavit  entitled:  ''Affidavit  of  Geo. 
A.  Oibbs  on  Motion  for  New  Trial,"  with  a  like  indorse- 
ment. While  it  is  reasonably  certain  that  these  affidavits 
were  used  at  the  hearing  of  the  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
it  does  not  appear  that  such  affidavits  were  the  only  ones 
so  used.  (SJiain  v.  Eikerenkotter,  88  Cal.  13,  [25  Pac. 
966] ;  Spreckels  v.  Spreckels,  114  Cal.  60,  [45  Pac  1022] : 
Melde  V.  Reynolds,  120  Cal.  234,  [52  Pac.  491].) 

Counsel  for  appellant,  while  contending  in  a  general 
way  that  the  evidence  is  insufficient  to  justify  the  findings, 
does  not  direct  our  attention  to  any  specific  finding  thus 
unsupported,  or  point  out  wherein  the  evidence  is  insuffi- 
cient. His  argument  is  directed  to  a  vigorous  attack  upon 
what  he  terms  the  ''system  of  ratiocination"  by  means  of 
which  the  learned  trial  judge  arrived  at  his  conclusion  in 
deciding  the  case.  As  we  have  seen,  this  "system"  is  not 
a  subject  of  review  by  this  court. 

The  court,  in  effect,  finds  that  the  excavations  made  by 
the  defendant  in  repairing  its  track  were  not  large,  deep  or 
dangerous;  that  defendant  placed  lights  at  each  excavation 
to  warn  travelers  of  its  presence;  that  defendant  was  not 
negligent  in  making  or  leaving  said  excavations,  nor  in  the 
manner  of  placing  its  lights  to  warn  persons  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  same ;  that  the  deceased  did  not  step  or  stumble 
over  or  into  any  excavation,  and  that  none  of  said  excava- 
tions caused  or  contributed  in  any  manner  to  the  collision 
between  deceased  and  the  defendant's  car.  As  to  all  of 
these  findings  there  was,  taking  the  most  favorable  view 
to  appellant,  a  substantial  conflict  of  evidence,  and  hence 
the  finding  of  the  court  will  not  be  disturbed.  Having 
made  the  above  finding,  the  court  further  found  upon  the 
issue  of  contributory  negligence  alleged  in  the  answer, 
''that  said  collision  between  the  said  John  T.  Higgins  and 
the  said  car  of  said  defendant,  and  his  death  resulting 
therefrom,  were  caused  wholly  and  entirely  by  the  fault, 
carelessness  and  negligence  of  said  John  T.  Higgins,  and 
without  any  fault,  carelessness  or  negligence  upon  the  part 
of  the  said  defendant  or  any  of  its  servants,  agents,  or  em- 
ployees"; and  further,  by  finding  VIII,  "that  the  said 
John  T.  Higgins  was  guilty  of  negligence  which  directly 


Digitized  by 


Google 


752  HiGOiNs  V,  Los  Angeles  Ry.  Co.    [5  Cal.  App. 

and  proximately  contributed  to  the  collision  between  him- 
self and  the  said  car,  and  his  death  resulting  therefrom.'' 
In  support  of  these  findings,  one  Newton,  who  was  walking 
north  on  Central  avenue,  testifying  on  behalf  of  plaintiff, 
says:  **When  I  got  within  about  fifty  feet  of  6th  street 
I  saw  a  car  coming  toward  me  on  Central  avenue,  and  I  saw 
a  man  coming  diagonally  across  6th  street.  I  saw  the  man 
by  the  light  of  the  headlight  I  think  I  was  about  fifty 
feet  from  him  when  he  was  hit"  He  further  said  that  he 
could  see  the  hole  into  which  the  man  stepped  from  that 
distance,  and  that  deceased  was  in  as  good  a  position  to 
see  the  hole  as  he  was.  *^His  range  of  vision,"  says  the  wit- 
ness, '*was  better  than  mine,  and  he  ought  to  see  it  better 
tha/n  I  did.  The  car  was  cmywhere  from  eight  to  ten  feet 
from  the  man  when  I  first  saw  him."  He  further  says  that 
the  man  stumbled  across  a  pile  of  dirt  when  he  was  eight 
or  ten  feet  from  the  car;  that  the  man  seemed  to  stumble 
over  a  pile  of  dirt  between  the  two  tracks,  there  being 
double  tracks  on  Central  avenue,  and  the  deceased  having 
crossed  the  east  track,  the  injury  occurring  on  the  west 
line  of  track  upon  which  the  car  was  traveling  south.  No 
other  evidence  was  offered  upon  this  point  by  plaintiff. 
The  uncontradicted  evidence  of  the  motorman  is,  that  he 
rang  the  gong  twice  as  the  car  came  into  Sixth  street;  that 
the  deceased  was  ten  to  fifteen  feet  in  front  of  the  car  when 
he  first  saw  him;  that  upon  seeing  him  he  rang  the  gong 
and  shouted  and  applied  the  air  hard  to  his  brake;  that 
deceased  paid  no  attention,  but  jumped  on  the  track  in  an 
attempt  to  cross,  without  increasing  his  pace,  and  when 
he  reached  the  west  rail  of  the  west  track  the  car  hit  him. 
Another  witness,  who  was  in  the  car,  testified  that  he  saw 
deceased  suddenly  walk  into  the  rays  of  the  headlight  about 
ten  to  fifteen  feet  from  the  car  and  in  the  act  of  stepping 
across  the  east  rail  of  the  west  track.  Other  uncontra- 
dicted evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  deceased  seemed  pre- 
occupied and  apparently  unconscious  of  the  near  approach 
of  the  car;  that  ''he  didn't  seem  to  see  or  hear  anything. 
He  seemed  to  be  in  deep  thought  That  was  the  appear* 
ance  to  me  when  he  went  between  the  tracks." 

It  thus  conclusively  appears  by  appellant's  testimony  the 
ear  was  eight  to  ten  feet,  and  by  that  of  defendant^  ten  or 
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fifteen  feet,  distant  from  the  point  where  deceased  first 
stepped  upon  the  east  rail  and  was  struck  by  the  car  when 
he  had  reached  the  west  rail  of  the  track.  The  headlight, 
plainly  visible,  and  the  ringing  of  the  gong  was  notice  and 
warning  of  the  approach  of  the  car,  and  the  court  might 
well  conclude  from  the  evidence  that  the  deceased  failed  to 
exercise  that  degree  of  care  and  prudence  ordinarily  exer- 
cised by  men  possessing  those  qualities.  The  evidence  jus- 
tified the  finding  of  the  court  as  to  contributory  negligence 
on  the  part  of  appellant's  intestate.  {Bailey  v.  Market 
Street  Ry.  Co.,  110  Cal.  320,  [42  Pac.  914] ;  Portsmouth 
Street  By.  Co.  v.  Feed's  Admr.,  102  Va.  662,  [47  S.  B.  850] ; 
Jewett  v.  Paterson  By.  Co.,  62  N.  J.  L.  424,  [41  Atl.  707] ; 
Schwanewede  v.  North  Hudson  By.  Co.,  67  N.  J.  L.  449,  [51 
Atl.  696].) 

As  to  errors  excluding  testimony,  the  court  sustained  de- 
fendant's objection,  upon  the  ground  that  he  was  not  an  ex- 
pert and  no  foundation  was  laid,  to  a  question  asked  of  wit- 
ness Newton  as  to  how  fast  the  car  was  running  at  the  time 
deceased  was  struck.  Later  the  witness  testified  that  the  car 
was  running  twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  per  hour.  Conced- 
ing that  the  court  erred  in  sustaining  defendant's  objection 
to  the  question  asked  as  to  the  speed  of  the  car  when  the  col- 
lision occurred,  it  was  cured  by  the  fact  that  he  subsequently 
answered  it  {Harrington  v.  Los  Angeles  By.  Co.,  140  Cal. 
525,  [98  Am.  St.  Rep.  85,  74  Pac.  15].)  Witness  Rowe  was 
asked  a  similar  question,  to  which  the  court  sustained  defend- 
ant's objection  made  upon  like  grounds.  Admitting,  but  not 
holding,  this  ruling  to  be  error,  it  could  not  have  prejudiced 
appellant,  in  view  of  the  finding  that  the  injury  resulting  in 
the  death  of  deceased  was  due  to  his  own  negligence.  {Wolf- 
skill  V.  Los  Angeles  By.  Co.,  129  Cal.  114,  [61  Pac.  775] ; 
Sego  V.  Southern  Pac.  Co.,  137  Cal.  405,  [70  Pac.  279].)  Five 
witnesses  testified  that  the  car  was  running  at  a  speed  not  to 
exceed  eight  miles  per  hour.  Had  the  testimony  of  Rowe 
upon  this  point  been  admitted,  and  conceding  that  his  evi- 
dence and  that  of  Newton  had  justified  the  court  in  finding 
that  the  car  was  running  at  a  speed  of  twenty-five  or  thirty 
miles  per  hour,  could  such  fact  have  warranted  the  court  in 
finding  otherwise  than  it  did  upon  the  question  of  contributory 
negligence!  Assuming  the  evidence  tendered  by  plaintiff  as 
to  the  speed  of  the  car,  of  the  exclusion  of  which  appellant 
5  GaL  App.— 48 
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complains,  had  been  admitted,  deceased  would  still  have  been 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence.  It  is  manifest  that  the  re- 
ception of  this  evidence  could  not  have  changed  the  result,  and, 
therefore,  appellant  suffered  no  injury  by  reason  of  said  rul- 
ing. (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  475;  EstcUe  of  Morey,  147  Cal. 
495,  [82Pac.57].) 

At  the  close  of  defendant's  evidence,  plaintiff  called  Alex 
Geddis  in  rebuttal  and  asked:  ''Was  there  any  lights  or  lamps 
or  lanterns  anywhere  at  the  intersection  of  6th  and  Central 
avenue  at  that  time  (7 :30  P.  M.)  that  night!''  The  court  sus- 
tained respondent's  objection  thereto  upon  the  ground  that  the 
testimony  sought  to  be  elicited  by  the  question  was  not  re- 
buttal. In  presenting  her  evidence  in  chief  appellant  oflfered 
several  witnesses  who  testified  to  the  absence  of  signal  lights 
at  the  point  in  question.  No  excuse  was  suggested  for  not  call- 
ing this  witness  at  that  time.  The  evidence  tendered  was  not 
in  rebuttal  and  no  reason  was  oflfered  calculated  to  appeal  to 
the  discretion  of  the  court  or  which  would  warrant  any  other 
ruling  than  that  made.  {Patterson  v.  San  Francisco  etc.  By, 
Co.,  Ul  Cal.  178,  [81  Pac.  351].) 

The  order  and  judgment  appealed  from  are  aflSrmed. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.  No.  355.    Second  Appellate  District.— June  19,  1907.] 

STIMSON  MILL  COMPANY,  AppeUant,  v.  M.  J.  NOLAN 
et  al.,  Respondents. 

C.  G.  BERG  ct  al.,  Respondents,  v.  M.  J.  NOLAN  et  al.,  De- 
fendants; N.  S.  WAKEFIELD,  Cross-complainant;  L.  N. 
WISE,  Cross-complainant  and  Appellant 

J.  P.  TILDEN,  Appellant,  v.  M.  J.  NOLAN  et  al.,  Respond- 
ents. 

PRICK-FLEmNG  HARDWARE  COIVIPANT  et  al.,  Appel- 
lants, V.  M.  J.  NOLAN  et  al.,  Respondents. 

llBCHANics'  Liens — ^Von>  CoNTaAcr — Pbiob  Commbmoemsnt  of  Wgak — 
Omission  to  Providk  fob  Final  Payment. — Where  the  work  on  a 
building  to  cost  $3,100  was  commenced  and  material!  furnished  priov 
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to  the  execution  and  record  of  the  contract,  and  it  omitted  to  pro- 
vide for  the  final  payment  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  contract 
price  at  least  thirty-five  days  after  completion  of  the  building,  the 
contract  is  void  as  to  all  persona  performing  labor  or  furnishing 
materials  on  the  building. 

Id. — Statement  fob  Benefit  of  Contbaotoii — Statuts  not  Coicpueo 
With. — The  mere  statement  in  the  contract,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
contractor,  that  the  owner  might  pay  the  whole  amount,  when  re- 
ceipts were  produced,  cannot  be  construed  as  a  substantial  compli- 
ance with  the  statute  as  to  the  last  payment,  or  even  an  attempt  in 
that  direction,  where  It  appears  that  the  whole  contract  price  was 
payable  upon  completion,  and  the  last  payment  was  treated  by  the 
parties  as  the  completion  payment,  the  amount  of  which  was  de- 
pleted by  the  expenses  of  completion  made  necessary  by  the  eon- 
tractor's  abandonment  of  the  contract. 

Id. — Equautt  of  Bights  of  Lien  Claimants. — The  court  erred  in  re- 
fusing to  award  a  lien  for  the  full  value  of  the  material  and  labor 
to  those  who  bestowed  the  same  after  the  contract  was  filed.  The 
constitutional  provision  which  gives  to  mechanics,  materialmen, 
artisans  and  laborers  of  every  class  a  lien  upon  the  property  upon 
which  they  bestowed  labor  or  furnished  materials  places  such  parties 
in  the  same  class.  Their  equality  is  established  by  the  constitution 
and  cannot  be  impaired  or  destroyed  by  the  legislature.  One  lien 
claimant  cannot  be  preferred  over  others. 

Id. — ^Attoensys'  Fees  not  Allowable. — ^Lien  claimants  cannot  be  al- 
lowed attorneys'  fees  in  an  action  to  foreclose  their  liens. 

Id. — ^LiEN  upon  Stbugtubb  and  Land  Constitutional. — It  is  no  in- 
fringement upon  an  existing  right  of  properly  in  the  owner  of  land 
upon  which  a  structure  is  placed  by  his  own  act  to  cause  the  lien 
given  upon  the  structure  to  extend  to  the  land  necessary  for  its  use. 

Id* — Effect  of  Code  Sections — Constitution — Rights  of  Ownee  of 
Peoperty. — Sections  1183  and  1184  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
regulating  the  terms  required  for  the  validity  of  building  contracts 
in  excess  of  $1,000,  are  not  invalid,  as  impairing  any  existing  right 
of  the  owner  of  the  property.  Those  sections  confer  a  right  not 
previously  existing,  l^^  which  his  liability  is  curtailed;  if  these 
sections  did  not  exist  or  are  not  complied  with,  the  constitution 
itself  guarantees  a  lien  to  the  full  value  of  all  labor  or  material 
bestowed  or  furnished.  The  owner  cannot  be  injured,  but  is  af- 
forded security,  if  he  honestly  complies  with  those  sections. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Los 
Angeles  County.    Curtis  D.  Wilbur,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 
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Borden  &  Carhart,  W.  C.  Batcheller,  A.  L.  &  J.  E.  Stephens, 
and  Charles  L.  Batcheller,  for  Appellants. 

P.  B.  Gnthrie,  Prank  James,  B.  A.  Meserve,  W.  C.  Pctch- 
ner,  and  Scarborough  &  Bowen,  for  Respondents. 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior 
court  of  Los  Angeles  county. 

It  appears  from  the  record  that  on  or  before  June  22, 1903, 
defendant  Nolan,  the  owner  of  the  premises  involved,  and  one 
Culver,  a  contractor,  had  concluded  oral  negotiations  through 
which  Culver  had  agreed  to  furnish  materials  and  construct 
a  house  on  said  premises  for  the  consideration  of  $3,100.  That 
on  said  last-named  date  Culver,  with  Nolan's  consent,  com- 
menced the  work  of  such  construction,  and  certain  lien  claim- 
ants delivered  upon  the  premises  the  brick  necessary  for  the 
foundation,  while  others  delivered  upon  the  premises  the  lum- 
ber necessary  for  the  construction.  Thereafter,  on  June  26, 
Nolan  and  Culver  entered  into  a  written  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  house,  which  was  in  all  respects  the  same  as 
the  oral  agreement.  In  this  written  contract  the  construction 
price  of  $3,100  was  made  payable  in  four  equal  installments, 
of  which  three  were  to  be  paid  during  the  construction,  and 
the  last  ''when  the  house  was  completed  and  receipts  in  full 
shown  to  the  owner."  After  this  contract  had  been  executed, 
and  such  contract  and  an  accompanying  bond  filed  in  the  re- 
corder's office,  other  lien  claimants  furnished  materials  and 
performed  labor  upon  said  building.  The  aggregate  value  of 
all  materials  and  labor  furnished  by  all  claimants,  on  October 
26,  1903,  amounted  to  $1,770.  On  this  date  the  contractor 
abandoned  the  work. 

The  court  finds  that  on  and  before  the  abandonment  the 
value  of  the  work  and  materials  furnished  under  the  contract 
upon  the  house,  estimated  as  nearly  as  may  be  by  the  standard 
of  the  whole  contract  price  here  involved,  amounted  to  $2,520, 
and  that  the  contractor  had  been  previously  paid  by  the  owner 
$2,325,  leaving  a  balance  of  $195  due,  which  the  court  found 
was  the  whole  amount  due  from  the  owner  to  the  contractor. 
The  whole  amount  of  expenditure  required  upon  the  part  of 
the  owner  to  complete  the  building  is  not  made  to  appear.  It 
appears  that  there  was  unpaid  to  the  lien  claimants  on  the 
26th  of  October,  1903,  on  account  of  the  materials  furnished 
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and  labor  performed  by  them,  the  aggregate  sum  of  $1,062.94. 
It  further  appears  that  the  building  was  completed  December 
1,  1903,  and  that  thereafter  and  within  due  time  all  of  these 
claimants  duly  perfected  their  liens.  Various  suits  were  in- 
stituted by  these  claimants  upon  their  liens,  all  of  which  were 
consolidated  and  heard  in  this  action. 

Upon  the  trial,  the  court  found  the  contract  between  Nolan 
and  Culver  a  valid  one  as  to  all  parties  furnishing  materials 
or  performing  labor  after  its  filing,  but  inoperative  as  to  those 
who  furnished  labor  and  materials  before  such  filing;  and 
further,  that  the  omission  to  reserve  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the 
contract  price  thirty-five  days  after  completion  did  not  invali- 
date the  contract.  Judgment  was  accordingly  rendered  in 
favor  of  the  lien  claimants  who  furnished  labor  and  materials 
after  the  filing  of  the  contract  to  the  full  extent  of  their  claims. 
That  Wakefield,  one  of  the  claimants,  being  a  laborer  and  his 
claim  being  for  labor,  had  preference  and  priority  over  the 
other  claimants  who  furnished  materials  after  the  filing  of  the 
contract,  and  that  claim,  amounting  to  $144.25,  with  costs  for 
filing  the  lien  and  attorney's  fees,  was  adjudged  a  preferred 
claim  and  the  full  amount  thereof  ordered  paid;  which  pay- 
ment exhausted  all  the  money  so  found  in  the  hands  of  the 
owner,  and  accordingly  no  relief  was  granted  any  of  the  re- 
maining claimants. 

The  judgment  of  the  trial  court  is  erroneous  for  several  rea- 
sons. First,  because  the  court  erred  in  holding  the  contract 
between  the  owner  and  contractor  valid  as  affecting  the  rights 
of  lien  claimants.  Section  1183,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  pro- 
vides: '^All  such  contracts  shall  be  in  writing  when  the 
amount  agreed  to  be  paid  thereunder  exceeds  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  shall  be  subscribed  by  the  parties  thereto,  and  the 
said  contract,  or  a  memorandum  thereof,  setting  forth  .  .  . 
the  total  amount  to  be  paid  thereunder,  and  the  amounts  of  all 
partial  payments,  together  with  the  times  when  such  pay- 
ments shall  be  due  and  payable,  shall,  before  the  work  is  com- 
menced, be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  County  Recorder  of  the 
county  or  city  and  county,  where  the  property  is  situated 
.  .  .  ;  otherwise  they  shall  be  wholly  void,  and  no  recovery 
shall  be  had  thereon  by  either  party  thereto;  and  in  such 
case,  the  labor  done  and  materials  furnished  by  all  persons 
aforesaid,  except  the  contractor,  shall  be  deemed  to  have  been 
done  and  furnished  at  the  personal  instance  of  the  owner, 
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and  they  shall  have  a  lien  for  the  value  thereof."  No  sur- 
reptitious commencement  of  work  is  involved ;  hence,  we  have 
a  deliberate  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the 
effect  of  which  is  declared  by  the  statute.  To  hold  such  a 
contract  valid,  under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  is  to 
ignore  the  plain  provisions  of  a  statute.  The  contract  being 
void,  those  entitled  to  liens  under  the  constitution  are  unre- 
stricted in  their  rights  to  have  a  lien  for  the  full  value  of 
materials  and  labor  furnished.  {Laidlaw  v.  Marye,  133  Cal. 
174,  [65  Pac.  391].) 

Again,  section  1184,  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  provides: 
''No  part  of  the  contract  price  shall,  by  the  terms  of  any 
such  contract,  be  made  payable,  nor  shall  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  be  paid  in  advance  of  the  commencement  of  the 
work,  but  the  contract  price  shall,  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, be  made  payable  in  installments  at  specified  times 
after  the  commencement  of  the  work,  or  on  the  completion  of 
specified  portions  of  the  work,  or  on  the  completion  of  the 
whole  work;  provided,  that  at  least  twenty-five  per  cent  of 
the  whole  contract  price  shall  be  made  payable  at  least  thirty- 
five  days  after  the  final  completion  of  the  contract  ...  In 
case  such  contracts  and  alterations  thereof  do  not  conform 
substantially  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  the  labor  done 
and  materials  furnished  by  all  persons  except  the  contractor 
shall  be  deemed  to  have  been  done  and  furnished  at  the  per« 
sonal  instance  and  request  of  the  person  who  contracted  with 
the  contractor,  and  they  shall  have  a  lien  for  the  value  there- 
of." In  this  contract  so  executed  and  filed  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  work  there  is  an  entire  omission  to  provide 
for  the  final  payment  of  twenty-five  per  cent  thirty-five  days 
after  completion,  which  is  intended  for  the  benefit  of  lien 
claimants,  and  the  mere  statement  in  the  contract,  inserted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  contractor,  that  the  owner  might  pay 
the  whole  amount  when  receipts  were  produced,  cannot  be 
construed  as  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  statute,  or 
even  an  attempt  in  that  direction.  The  whole  contract  price 
was  made  payable  upon  completion,  and  the  last  payment  was 
treated  by  all  parties  to  the  contract  aa  the  completion  pay- 
ment; for  the  amount  of  such  payment  was  depleted  by  the 
expenses  of  completion  made  necessary  by  abandonment  In 
Hampton  v.  Ckristensen,  148  Cal.  729,  [84  Pac.  203],  Mr. 
Justice  Henshaw,  speaking  for  the  court,  says:  *' Whatever 
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may  be  said  of  other  payments,  this  amount  of  money  (thirty- 
five  day  payment)  cannot  lawfully  be  depleted  or  reduced  to 
the  injury  of  any  such  claimant";  that  out  of  the  completion 
payment  the  necessary  cost  to  the  owner  or  completion,  in 
case  of  abandonment,  must  be  taken.  ''If  such  completion 
payment  be  more  than  exhausted  by  the  demands  of  the 
owner,  ...  the  excess  of  such  demand  cannot  be  carried  over 
and  made  a  charge  against  the  twenty-five  per  cent  final  pay- 
ment, to  the  injury  of  any  lien  claimant  thereon.  .  .  .  This 
final  payment  is  the  only  fund  which  the  legislature  has  se- 
questered to  meet  the  demand  of  the  lien  claimants.  To 
permit  this  (its  depletion)  would  be  to  deprive  them  of  their 
constitutional  right  to  a  lien."  The  court  erred  in  refusing 
to  award  a  lien  for  the  full  value  of  the  material  and  labor 
to  those  who  bestowed  the  same  after  the  contract  was  filed. 

The  court  erred  in  awarding  Wakefield  preference  over 
other  lien  claimants  furnishing  materials  and  performing 
labor.  The  constitutional  provision  which  gives  to  me- 
chanics, materialmen,  artisans  and  laborers  of  every  class, 
a  lien  upon  the  property  upon  which  they  have  bestowed  labor 
or  furnished  materials,  places  such  parties  in  the  same  class. 
Their  equality  is  established  by  the  constitution  and  cannot 
be  impaired  or  destroyed  by  the  legislature.  {Miltimare  v. 
Nofzinger  Bros.  L.  Co.,  150  Cal.  790,  [90  Pac.  114].) 

The  allowance  of  an  attorney's  fee  to  the  various  claimants 
is  also  erroneous.  (Builders'  Supply  Depot  v.  O'Connor,  150 
CaL265,  [88  Pac.  982].) 

Bespondent  Nolan,  in  a  supplemental  brief,  contends  for 
the  validity  of  the  contract  and  urges  in  support  thereof  that 
section  15,  article  XX,  of  our  state  constitution,  which  guar- 
antees to  every  laborer  and  materialman  a  lien  upon  a  struc- 
ture for  the  value  of  labor  bestowed  or  materials  furnished 
in  its  construction,  is  subordinate  to  section  1,  article  I  of  the 
same  constitution,  which  declares  that  "all  men  are  by  nature 
free  and  independent,  and  have  certain  inalienable  rights, 
among  which  are  those  of  .  .  .  acquiring,  possessing  and  pro- 
tecting property";  and  that  it  is  subordinate,  also,  to  section 
13,  article  I,  which  declares  that  ''no  person  shall  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law." 

Bespondent  properly  insists  that  the  inalienable  right  to  ac- 
quire and  possess  property  includes  the  right  of  contracting 
with  reference  thereto.    Were  we  to  concede  the  subordinate 
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character  of  section  15,  still  we  are  unable  to  appreciate  the 
conflict,  one  with  the  other,  which  is  suggested  by  respondent 
The  constitutional  lien  to  the  laborer  and  materialman  is 
given  upon  the  structure  as  the  principal  thing.  {Humboldt 
Lumber  Co.  ▼.  Crisp,  146  CaL  686,  [106  Am.  St.  Rep.  75,  81 
Pac.  30].)  The  right  to  declare  such  a  lien  is  based  upon  the 
theory  that  the  materialman  and  laborer  produce  the  thing 
upon  which  the  lien  is  declared.  {Tuitle  v.  Montford,  7  CaL 
359.)  In  Jones  v.  Hotel  Company,  86  Fed.  370,  [30  C.  C.  A. 
108],  it  is  said  by  the  court,  in  relation  to  statutes  creating 
similar  rights  of  lien:  ''But  the  validity  of  the  statutes  need 
not  be  rested  upon  mere  authority.  They  find  sanction  in  the 
dictates  of  natural  justice,  and  most  often  administer  an  equity 
which  has  recognition  under  every  system  of  law.  That  prin- 
ciple is  that  everyone  who  by  his  labor  or  materials  has  con- 
tributed to  the  preservation  or  enhancement  of  the  property 
of  another  thereby  acquires  a  right  to  compensation.'*  It 
is  no  infringement  upon  an  existing  right  of  property  to  re- 
quire one  who  has  procured  another  to  create  a  structure  to 
pay  for  the  work  and  materials  involved  in  such  creation. 
When  the  owner  of  land  makes  such  structure  a  part  of  the 
land  previously  owned  by  him,  it  is  not  inequitable  or  de- 
structive of  his  rights  to  say  that,  having  by  his  own  act 
made  this  labor  and  material  of  another  an  inseparable  por- 
tion of  his  land,  the  lien  upon  the  building  should  extend 
to  the  land  necessary  for  its  use.  Having  made  the  building 
a  part  of  his  land,  it  became  as  such  charged  with  the  lien 
upon  the  structure.  {Linck  v.  Meikeljohn,  2  CaL  App.  508, 
[84  Pac.  309].) 

It  is  next  contended  that  sections  1183  and  1184,  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  which  provide  the  terms  of  valid  contracts 
as  affecting  those  in  excess  of  $1,000,  are  unconstitutional  as 
an  attempt  to  circumscribe  the  right  of  private  contract 
within  the  usual  pursuits  of  business,  and  are  an  unreasonable 
restriction  upon  the  owner  of  his  rights  in  regard  to  its  use 
and  upon  his  power  to  make  contracts  concerning  the  same, 
this  contention  being  based  largely  upon  the  decisions  of  our 
own  supreme  court  in  Stimson  Mill  Co.  v.  Braun,  136  Cal.  123, 
[89  Am.  St.  Rep.  116,  68  Pac.  481],  and  Oibbs  v.  TaUy, 
133  Cal.  373,  [65  Pac.  970].  We  do  not  accept  either  of  these 
decisions  as  determinative  of  the  questions  here  involved.    As- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]      Stimson  Mill  Co.  v,  Nolan.  761 

smning,  as  we  do,  the  validity  of  section  15,  article  XX,  of  the 
coDstitation,  which  guarantees  the  lien,  we  find  that  this  con- 
stitutional right  of  the  laborer  and  materialman  extends  to 
the  full  value  of  all  labor  and  materials  bestowed  or  furnished ; 
and,  without  legislation,  such  value  is  the  measure  of  recov- 
ery. The  legislature  has  seen  fit,  under  the  authority  given 
it  by  the  constitution,  to  provide  by  the  sections  complained 
of  certain  conditions,  upon  the  observance  of  which  the  con- 
stitutional measure  of  lien  and  recovery  is  restricted  to  the 
sum  specified  in  the  contract  between  the  owner  and  con- 
tractor. There  is  no  attempt  to  enlarge  the  rights  of  lien 
claimants  under  any  circumstances,  for  under  the  sections 
mentioned,  where  a  valid  contract  is  made,  the  value  of  the 
thing  furnished  measures  the  extent  to  which  any  claim  can 
be  found.  The  effect,  therefore,  of  these  sections  is  not  to 
impair  any  existing  right  of  the  owner,  but,  in  effect,  to  con- 
fer a  right  not  previously  existing  by  which  his  liability  may, 
under  certain  circumstances,  be  curtailed.  The  owner's 
liberty  of  action  in  relation  to  this  property  is  not  invaded 
by  the  statute.  He  need  not  employ  an  intermediary  to  erect 
his  building,  but  if  he  does,  the  law  ingrafts  upon  his  act 
certain  consequences.  (Henry  v.  Evans^  97  Mo.  47,  [10  S.  W. 
872].)  There  is  no  taking  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law.  The  contract  by  the  owner  is  made  voluntarily  and 
with  the  constitution  and  laws  in  mind,  and  they  form  part 
of  such  contract;  and  he  must  be  taken  to  have  consented  to 
the  effect  of  such  enactments.  That  similar  rights  are  not 
conferred  by  the  sections  upon  those  who  make  improvements 
of  nominal  value  and  under  $1,000,  is  a  matter  of  which  re- 
spondent cannot  complain.  (Ramish  v.  Hartwell,  126  Cal. 
451,  [58  Pac.  920].)  Nor  can  it  be  said  that  this  statute 
can  have  the  effect  to  increase  the  necessary  cost  of  the  struc- 
ture simply  because  the  contractor  who  bids  thereon  does  so 
under  provisions  of  the  law  which  require  reasonable  restric- 
tions as  to  the  time  and  manner  of  his  payment,  for  this  same 
law  insures  to  him  a  lien  for  his  contract  price  which  he 
otherwise  would  not  have.  Hence,  it  would  be  unreasonable 
to  say  that  because  of  such  a  statute  a  contractor  is  injured, 
when  the  only  effect  thereof  can  be  to  afford  him  security 
when  he  honestly  discharges  the  obligations  imposed  upon 
him  by  its  terms. 
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Judgment  reversed,  and  cause  remanded  for  further  pro- 
ceedings in  accordance  herewith. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart^  J.,  concurred. 

A  petition  to  have  the  cause  heard  in  the  supreme  courts 
after  judgment  in  the  district  court  of  appeal,  was  denied 
by  the  supreme  court  on  August  17,  1907. 


[GIt.  No.  404.    Seeond  Appellate  Distriet. — June  10,  1007.] 

0.  P.  LANE,  Petitioner,  v.  SUPERIOR  COURT  OP  KINGS 
COUNTY,  Respondent 

Appxal  wbou  Jubticb's  Goubt — ^EnvcT  or  Failubx  or  Sureties  to  Jus- 
TzrT« — ^Upon  an  attempted  appeal  from  the  justice's  court,  where 
the  sureties  fail  to  justify  when  required  to  do  so,  the  appeal  must 
be  regarded  as  if  no  undertaking  had  been  given,  and  the  cause 
remains  in  the  justice's  court  untU  a  new  undertaking  is  filed  or  until 
the  sureties  justify. 

D>. — ^Absxnci  or  Jubisdiction  of  Appsal — ^Pbohibition* — ^Ih  such  case 
where  the  justification  of  the  sureties  was  abandoned,  and  an  under- 
taking was  filed  more  than  thirty  days  after  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment,  the  appeal  is  ineffectual,  and  the  superior  court  has  no 
jurisdiction  thereof;  and  prohibition  will  lie  to  prevent  the  superior 
eourt  from  trying  the  ease. 

APPLICATION  for  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  Superior 
Court  of  Kings  County.    John  G.  Covert,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Robert  W.  Miller,  M.  L.  Short,  and  Wheaton  A.  Qray,  for 
Petitioner. 

T.  M.  McNamara,  and  B.  J.  Hudson,  for  Respondent 

TAQQART,  J.— Application  for  writ  of  prohibition. 
One  David  Bonham  commenced  an  action  in  the  justice's 
court  of  Lucerne  township,  Kings  county,  against  petitioner 
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to  recover  $200  as  money  had  and  received.  Judgment  wafl 
for  defendant  (petitioner  here)  for  costs,  and  plaintiff  ap- 
pealed. 

The  judgment  was  rendered  April  25,  1907,  and  on  May 
23,  1907,  plaintiff  served  defendant  with  a  notice  of  appeal 
to  the  superior  court  from  said  judgment.  The  same  day 
he  filed  an  undertaking  on  appeal  reciting  that  his  appeal 
was  ''from  a  judgment  entered  against  him,  in  said  action, 
in  the  said  Superior  Court,  *'  etc.,  and  obligating  the  sureties 
in  the  sum  of  $300,  instead  of  $100.  On  May  24th,  the  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  certified  the  records  and  papers  in  the  case 
and  filed  them  in  the  superior  court.  Defendant  gave  notice 
of  exception  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  undertaking  and  of  the 
sureties  thereon  on  May  27,  1907,  and  on  May  29th  notice 
of  intention  of  sureties  to  justify  was  served  on  defendant 
without  time  being  fixed  in  the  notice;  after  oral  notice  of 
the  time  and  an  adjournment  of  the  hearing  to  May  31st, 
counsel  for  plaintiff  in  open  court,  on  that  date,  stated  that 
one  of  the  sureties  on  the  undertaking  could  not  justify,  and 
the  court  adjourned  without  any  justification  of  any  surety 
on  that  or  any  other  undertaking. 

Thereafter,  on  said  thirty-first  day  of  May,  1907,  the  plain- 
tiff filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  superior  court  an 
undertaking  entitled:  "In  the  Justice's  Court  of  Lnicerne 
Township,  County  of  Kings,  State  of  California,"  and  in  the 
cause  mentioned,  reciting  that  he  has  appealed  ''from  a  judg- 
ment made  and  entered  against  him  in  said  action  in  the  said 
Superior  Court,  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff*'  (himself),  etc. 

Notice  of  the  filing  of  this  bond  as  a  new  undertaking, 
and  of  the  intention  of  the  sureties  thereon  to  justify  before 
the  superior  court  on  June  1,  1907,  was  given  to  defendant 
the  same  day,  and  the  latter  appeared  by  counsel  in  the  su- 
perior court  at  the  time  named  in  the  notice  and  objected 
to  the  filing  of  a  new  undertaking  on  appeal  in  the  said  cause, 
on  the  grounds  that  no  notice  had  been  given  defendant  of  the 
proceedings  under  which  said  undertaking  was  filed,  and  that 
the  filing  of  a  new  undertaking  and  justification  of  sure- 
ties thereon  was  not  authorized  by  law.  The  court  overruled 
the  objection  and  defendant  excepted. 

At  the  same  time  and  place,  all  parties  being  in  court  by 
counsel,  and  notice  being  waived,  defendant  moved  the  dis- 
missal of  the  appeal  on  the  ground  that  the  court  had  ac- 
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quired  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case.  He  specified  as  reasons: 
That  the  original  undertaking  was  fatally  defective  in  that  it 
described  no  judgment  appealed  from;  that  the  sureties  had 
failed  to  justify,  and  no  other  sureties  had  justified  in  their 
stead;  that  the  new  undertaking  filed  in  the  superior  court 
more  than  thirty  days  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment 
in  the  justice  court  was  inefifective.  The  superior  court  over- 
ruled this  motion  and  set  the  case  for  trial  June  20,  1907. 

Petitioner  (as  defendant  and  respondent  in  that  case)  makes 
application  to  this  court  for  a  writ  of  prohibition  to  prevent 
the  superior  court  of  Kings  county  from  proceeding  with  the 
trial  of  said  cause. 

We  have  stated  the  matter  at  length,  since  we  think  the 
mere  statement  of  the  facts  give  ample  reasons  for  the  issu- 
ance of  the  writ  as  prayed  for. 

Conceding  the  last  undertaking  filed  to  be  sufficient  in 
form  and  to  have  been  filed  in  the  proper  court,  it  was  in- 
effectual to  perfect  the  appeal  as  it  was  not  filed  within  thirty 
days  after  the  rendition  of  the  judgment  (Code  Civ.  Proc., 
sees.  974,  978;  Coker  v.  Superior  Court,  58  Cal.  178.)  The 
justification  of  the  sureties  on  the  first  undertaking  having 
been  abandoned,  the  appeal  taken  was  ^'not  effectual  for  any 
purpose"  after  May  25th  (thirty  days  from  the  rendition  of 
the  judgment).  The  proceedings  to  justify  on  the  only 
undertaking  given  within  the  statutory  time  extended  that 
time  only  for  the  purpose  of  justification,  and  did  not  operate 
t»  give  additional  time  within  which  a  new  and  independent 
undertaking  might  be  filed.  The  sureties  having  failed  to 
justify,  the  appeal  must  be  regarded  as  if  no  such  undertaking 
had  been  given.  (Bennett  v.  Superior  Court,  113  Cal.  442, 
[54  Am.  St  Rep.  354,  45  Pac.  684].)  There  was  nothing 
before  the  superior  court  until  the  undertaking  was  filed,  and, 
until  the  sureties  justified,  the  cause  remained  in  the  justice's 
court  (McCracken  v.  Superior  Court,  86  Cal.  76,  [24  Pac. 
845].)  By  the  appeal  attempted  to  be  taken  the  superior 
court  acquired  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain  any  proceeding  in 
the  case  except  a  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal. 

It  is  unnecessary  in  ruling  upon  this  application  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  verified  answer  filed  in  the  justice's 
court  raised  an  issue  involving  the  title  or  possession  of  real 
property.  Conceding  that  it  does,  it  would  not  give  the  su- 
perior court  jurisdiction  of  the  appeal  here  in  question.    None 
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of  the  authorities  cited  hold  that  a  party  can  be  brought  with- 
in the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  against  his  consent  by  any 
other  than  the  statutory  method. 

In  the  case  of  Santa  Barbara  ▼.  Eldred,  95  Cal.  378,  [30 
Pac.  562],  an  application  for  a  transfer  to  the  superior  court 
was  made  to  the  police  court  on  the  statutory  grounds  pro- 
vided by  section  838  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  and  the 
application  denied,*  the  cause  was  tried  by  the  police  court 
and  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  taken  to  the  superior  court. 
The  case  was  tried  in  the  superior  court  without  objection, 
and  the  question  of  whether  the  jurisdiction  exercised  by  the 
superior  court  was  original  or  appellate  was  under  considera- 
tion by  the  supreme  court  on  an  appeal  to  that  court  from 
the  judgment  rendered  by  the  superior  court.  The  court 
says:  '^The  police  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  try  the  cause 
upon  the  merits,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  the  superior 
court  had  no  appellate  jurisdiction  to  try  the  cause  at  alL 
But  the  Superior  Court  had  original  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject matter,  and  •  .  .  having  jurisdiction  over  the  subject 
matter,  the  court  obtained  jurisdiction  over  the  parties  when, 
Ufithout  objection,  they  proceeded  to  trial  upon  the  main  is- 
sue. •  .  .  The  proper  procedure  would  have  been  for  the  su- 
perior court  to  have  set  aside  the  judgment,  and  ordered  the 
police  court  to  remand  the  cause  in  accordance  with  section 
838/'  There  is  nothing  in  the  opinon  in  Hart  v.  CamalU 
Hopkins  Co.,  101  Cal.  160,  [33  Pac.  633],  to  modify  this 
statement  of  the  law.  (See,  also,  Arroyo  Co.  v.  Superior 
Court,  92  Cal.  47,  [27  Am.  St.  Rep.  91,  28  Pac.  54].) 

In  the  case  at  bar,  if  a  question  of  title  or  possession  of  real 
property  be  involved,  the  parties  are  not  proceeding  to  trial 
without  objection,  and  in  such  a  case  the  superior  court  has 
no  jurisdiction  at  alL  Neither  original  by  consent,  or  process, 
nor  appellate  because  appellant  failed  to  comply  with  the 
statutory  requirements  in  attempting  to  appeal  from  the  judg- 
ment in  the  justice's  court 

It  is  proper,  therefore,  that  a  writ  issue  from  this  court  pro- 
hibiting the  superior  court  of  Kings  county  from  proceeding 
with  the  trial  of  said  cause;  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Allen,  P.  J.,  and  Shaw,  J.,  concurred. 
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[CiT.  No.  208.    TiT8t  Appellate  Distriel— Jtiiie  20,  1907.] 

PATRICK  P.  DILLON,  Respondent,  v.  C.  W.  CROSS, 
Executor  of  the  Will  of  PATRICE  DILLON,  Deceased, 

Appellant. 

AOOOUNTING  OF  TRUST  MONSTS— PXAADINO— ABSENCS  OF  DlMUSEB  TO 
OOMPLAINT— INVEBBNTIAL  AVERMXNT— DiPOSIT  IN  BANK  IN  TEUST. 

In  an  action  for  an  accounting  of  monejr  alleged  to  have  been 
delivered  in  trust  b^  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  although  the  com- 
plaint does  not  in  direct  temu  allege  that  defendant  acocepted  the 
money  in  trust,  or  agreed  to  keep,  deposit  or  inyest  it  for  the  plain- 
tiff, yet,  in  the  absence  of  any  demurrer,  it  is  sufficient  that  each 
essential  fact  appears  inferentially  from  an  averment  that  the  de- 
fendant deposited  a  specified  part  of  the  money  in  a  certain  savings 
bank  in  trust  for  the  plaintiff. 

Id. — ^Action  m  Equitt-^Jurt  Tbial.— The  court  vras  justified  in  treat* 
ing  the  action  as  one  in  equity,  in  which  the  defendant  ivas  not  en- 
titied  to  a  jury  trial. 

Id. — CoNTENuiNG  Tbust — Statute  of  LiinrATiONS— Demand  and  Be- 
FU8AL. — ^Where  the  case  made  by  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence 
was  a  continuing  trust,  the  statute  of  limitations  did  not  commence 
until  demand  and  a  refusal  of  the  defendant  to  account  for  the 
money  which  occurred  shortly  before  the  action  was  begun. 

ID^ — Findings — Oonsistenot — ^Money  Paid  During  Minority  and  Af- 
ter Majority. — Held,  that  a  finding  that  as  to  money  paid  by 
plaintiff  to  defendant  during  his  minority,  the  defendant,  who  was 
plaintiff's  father,  did  not  relinquish  his  right  to  the  money  so  paid. 
Is  not  inconsistent  with  a  finding  that  the  money  delivered  to  plain- 
tiff after  majority  was  delivered  to  defendant  in  trust,  to  be  kept 
invested  and  deposited  for  plaintiff. 

Id. — ^Accounting — Payments  by  Defendant — Oounterglaiic — Com- 
pensation of  Cross-demands. — In  the  accounting  between  the  par- 
ties, payments  made  by  defendant  to  plaintiff,  defendant  ia  en- 
titled to  credit  for,  though  pleaded  as  a  counterclaim,  and  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  cannot  apply  to  the  right  to  such  credits.  The 
eross-demands  must  be  deemed  compensated  so  far  as  they  equal 
each  other,  under  section  440  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  and  from  an  order  denying 
ft  new  trial    Frank  EL  Kerrigan,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  eonrt 


Digitized  by 


Google 


June,  1907.]  Dillon  v.  Cross.  767 

C.  W.  Cross,  and  Robert  Harrison,  for  Appellant. 
J.  F.  Bfley,  and  Crittenden  Thornton,  for  Respondent 

BALL,  J. — ^Appeal  from  judgment  and  order  denying  de- 
fendant's motion  for  a  new  trial. 

Plaintiff,  Patrick  F.  Dillon,  brought  this  action  against 
Patrick  Dillon,  the  father  of  plaintiff,  for  an  accounting  of 
moneys  claimed  to  have  been  delivered  to  said  defendant  by 
plaintiff  in  trust  to  be  held  and  invested  for  plaintiff,  and  for 
general  relief.  The  cause  was  tried,  and  judgment  rendered 
for  plaintiff  during  the  lifetime  of  defendant,  who  subse- 
quently dying,  the  executor  of  his  last  will  was  substituted 
as  party  defendant.  By  the  term  "defendant,''  when  used  in 
this  opinion,  we  refer  to  the  original  defendant. 

The  action  was  tried  upon  the  issues  raised  by  the  amended 
complaint  and  the  answer  thereto,  no  demurrer  having  been 
filed  to  the  amended  complaint 

Before  the  case  came  on  to  be  tried  defendant  made  a  de- 
mand that  the  cause  be  tried  by  a  jury,  but  the  court,  taking 
the  view  that  the  action  was  one  in  equity,  refused  the  demand 
for  a  jury,  but  allowed  a  jury  as  advisory  to  the  court  only, 
and  made  findingps  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  and  gave  judgment 
accordingly. 

Acting  upon  the  same  theory  as  to  the  nature  of  the  action, 
the  court  found  that  the  action  was  not  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations. 

Appellant  contends  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  a  jury 
trial,  and  in  finding  that  the  action  was  not  barred.  Whether 
the  court  erred  or  not  depends  upon  whether  or  not  the  com- 
plaint alleges  a  trust  by  defendant  for  plaintiff. 

It  is  insisted  that  no  trust  is  alleged.  Although  it  is  alleged 
that  plaintiff  handed  to  defendant  various  sums  of  money  ag- 
gregating $2,542  "to  be  kept,  deposited  and  invested  by  him, 
the  said  Patrick  Dillon,  for  this  plaintiff,  and  to  be  returned 
to  plaintiff  on  demand,"  and  "that  the  said  defendant,  Pat- 
rick Dillon,  did  deposit  of  the  said  sums  of  money  so  received 
by  him  in  trust  for  this  plaintiff,  in  the  Hibernia  Savings 
and  Loan  Society  in  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco 
.  •  •  the  sum  of  about  $1,100,"  it  is  contended  that  it  does 
not  appear  from  the  complaint  that  defendant  accepted  the 
money,  or  agreed  to  keep,  deposit  or  invest  it  for  plaintiff. 
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It  certainly  is  not  alleged  in  direct  terms  that  defendant  ac- 
cepted the  money,  or  agreed  to  keep,  deposit  or  invest  it  for 
plaintiff,  and  if  the  complaint  had  been  attacked  by  demurrer 
it  must  have  been  held  bad.  In  the  face  of  an  attack  by  de- 
murrer, especially  by  a  special  demurrer,  it  is  not  sufficient 
that  essential  facts  be  alleged  inferentially  or  as  a  conclu- 
sion of  law,  but  such  facts  must  be  directly  stated.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  has  been  uniformly  held  that,  in  the  absence 
of  a  demurrer  or  an  objection  to  offered  evidence,  a  complaint 
that  alleges  an  essential  fact  only  inferentially  or  as  a  conclu- 
sion of  law  is  good.  (Russell  v.  Mixer,  42  Cal.  475;  Hill  v. 
Haskin,  51  Cal.  175;  City  of  Santa  Barbara  v.  Eldred,  108 
Cal.  294,  [41  Pac.  410] ;  Kimball  v.  Richardson-Kimball  Co., 
Ill  CaL  386,  [43  Pac.  1111] ;  Estate  of  Behreiis,  130  Cal.  416, 
[62  Pac.  603] ;  Cushing  v.  Pires,  124  Cal.  663,  [57  Pac.  572] ; 
Penrose  v.  Winter,  135  Cal.  289,  [57  Pac.  772].) 

In  City  of  Santa  Barbara  v.  Eldred,  108  Cal.  294,  [41  Pac. 
410] ,  the  complaint  was  attacked  by  a  general  demurrer,  which 
was  overruled.  The  court  said:  ''He  now  specifies  a  great 
many  alleged  defects  in  the  complaint.  Many  of  them  are,  in 
effect,  that  the  complaint  is  ambiguous  or  uncertain.  Such 
objections  cannot  be  reached  by  general  demurrer.  Nor  can 
the  other  objections,  which  merely  amount  to  criticisms  upon 
the  sufficiency  of  the  statement,  as  that  the  essential  facts  ap- 
pear only  inferentially,  or  as  conclusions  of  law,  or  by  way 
of  recitids,  prevail  on  such  demurrer.  There  must  be  a  total 
absence  of  some  material  fact  to  justify  us  in  sustaining  a  de- 
murrer of  this  character.'' 

In  the  complaint  before  us,  after  alleging  that  plaintiff 
handed  to  defendant  moneys  to  be  kept,  deposited  and  invested 
by  him,  the  said  Patrick  Dillon,  for  plaintiff,  it  is  alleged  that 
defendant  did  deposit  in  a  bank  $1,100  ''of  the  said  sums  of 
money  so  received  by  him  in  trust  for  this  plaintiff."  It  is 
thus  inferentially  alleged  that  defendant  received  the  money 
in  trust  for  plaintiff.  In  paragraph  V  of  the  complaint  the 
money  is  repeatedly  referred  to  as  money  held  in  trust  for 
plaintiff  by  defendant.  It  thus  appears  that  plaintiff  was  at- 
tempting to  charge  defendant  as  a  trustee ;  and  while  the  com- 
plaint is  uncertain  for  not  alleging  directly  what  is  alleged 
inferentially,  it  is  not  a  case  of  a  total  absence  of  allega- 
tions of  essential  facts  going  to  charge  a  trust    It  should 
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have  been  attacked  by  demurrer,  when  it  doubtless  would  have 
been  amended. 

The  mere  demand  that  the  case  be  tried  by  a  jury  was  not 
su£Scient  to  point  out  the  defect  now  complained  of,  and  the 
court  was  justified  in  treating  the  action  as  one  in  equity, 
and  defendant  was  not  entitled  to  a  jury  trial. 

The  case  made  by  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence  was  a  con- 
tinuous trust,  and  the  statute  of  limitations  did  not  commence 
to  run  until  demand  and  a  refusal  to  account  for  the  money, 
which  occurred  shortly  before  the  action  was  begun.  (Baker 
V.  Joseph,  16  Cal.  173.) 

Appellant  concedes  that  the  evidence  supports  the  findings 
save  in  one  respect.  The  court  found  that  as  to  money  de- 
livered by  plaintiff  to  defendant  prior  to  the  second  day 
of  December,  1892  (during  the  minority  of  plaintiff),  de- 
fendant never  relinquished  the  right  he  had  thereto  by  rea- 
son of  the  minority  of  plaintiff — but  also  found  as  to  the 
money  delivered  by  plaintiff  to  defendant  subsequent  to  said 
date  that  the  same  was  delivered  to  defendant  in  trust  to 
be  kept,  invested  and  deposited  for  plaintiff.  Appellant  urges 
that  the  only  evidence  of  any  agreement  whereby  defendant 
promised  or  agreed  to  keep,  or  deposit  or  invest  any  money 
for  plaintiff,  was  of  an  agreement  entered  into  in  1888.  He 
argues  that  the  finding  of  the  court  in  favor  of  defendant  as 
to  the  money  delivered  prior  to  plaintiff's  majority  neces- 
sarily determines  that  the  evidence  of  such  agreement  was 
false,  and  that,  as  a  result,  no  evidence  is  left  to  support  the 
finding  in  favor  of  plaintiff  as  to  the  money  delivered  to  de- 
fendant after  plaintiff's  majority.  In  other  words,  the  ap- 
pellant admits  that  if  the  court  had  found  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiff as  to  all  the  money  delivered  to  defendant,  such  finding 
would  have  been  supported  by  the  evidence;  but  because  the 
court  in  part  found  in  favor  of  defendant,  the  finding  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  cannot  stand. 

We  cannot  agree  with  this  contention.  It  requires  too  nice 
an  examination  into  the  mental  processes  by  which  the  trial 
court  arrived  at  its  conclusions.  If  the  evidence  was  suffi- 
cient to  sustain  a  finding  in  favor  of  plaintiff  as  to  all  the 
money  in  question,  it  was  sufficient  to  sustain  such  finding  as 
to  a  part  thereof. 

This  disposes  of  the  principal  points  in  the  case,  and  leaves 
bat  one  other  question  to  be  considered. 
S  GaL  App.-^ 
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Defendant  pleaded  in  his  answer,  **by  way  of  counter- 
claim and  otherwise,"  that  during  the  years  1900  and  1901 
"defendant  loaned,  gave  and  intrusted  to  the  said  plaintiff 
various  sums  of  money  aggregating,  to  wit,  $390;  none  of 
which  sums  have  been  returned  or  repaid  to  said  defendant." 

Upon  the  objection  of  plaintiff,  however,  the  court  struck 
out  the  evidence  of  defendant  tending  to  support  this  allega- 
tion, upon  the  theory  apparently  that  it  was  a  counterclaim, 
and  as  such  was  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations.  In  this 
we  think  the  court  erred.  The  plaintiff  claimed  and  had  tes- 
tified that  at  the  time  defendant  claimed  to  have  advanced 
money  to  plaintiff,  defendant  held  large  sums  of  money  be- 
longing to  plaintiff,  for  which  he  was  asking  defendant  to 
account  in  this  action,  and  the  court  was  then  engaged  in 
effect  in  taking  an  account  between  these  parties.  If  defend- 
ant, during  the  existence  of  this  trust,  had  advanced  money 
to  plaintiff,  either  out  of  the  trust  moneys  or  out  of  his  own 
money,  the  plainest  principles  of  justice  and  equity  require 
that  in  such  accounting  he  should  be  allowed  credit  therefor. 
"When  cross-demands  have  existed  between  persons  under 
such  circumstances  that,  if  one  had  brought  an  action  against 
the  other,  a  counterclaim  could  have  been  set  up,  the  two 
demands  shall  be  deemed  compensated  so  far  as  they  equal 
each  other.  ..."  (Code  Civ.  Proc,  sec.  440.) 

Plaintiff  at  the  oral  argument  stipulated  in  open  court  that 
if  this  court  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  evidence  should 
have  been  allowed,  that  we  might  order  such  a  modification  of 
the  judgment  as  should  give  the  defendant  the  full  benefit  of 
the  matter  alleged  and  attempted  to  be  proved.  The  amount 
alleged  by  defendant  to  have  been  by  him  advanced  to  plaintiff 
is  $390.  The  court  charged  defendant  with  interest  at  vary- 
ing rates  to  February  19,  1902,  and  from  that  date  to  entry 
of  judgment  at  seven  per  cent.  With  the  aid  of  counsel,  we 
have  calculated  the  interest  on  $390,  from  January  1,  1901, 
to  February  1,  1902,  at  three  and  three-quarters  per  cent,  the 
highest  rate  charged  against  defendant  up  to  the  latter  date, 
and  find  that  the  principal  and  interest  then  amounted  to 
$405.85,  which,  at  seven  per  cent  up  to  the  date  of  the  entry 
of  the  judgment,  would  make  the  principal  and  interest 
amount  to  $455.91. 

The  judgment  is  therefore  modified,  by  deducting  therefrom 
the  sum  of  $455.91  as  of  the  date  of  the  entry  thereof,  and  ay 
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so  modified  it  is  affirmed,  and  the  order  denying  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial  is  likewise  affirmed. 

Cooper,  P.  J.,  and  Kerrigan,  J.,  concurred. 


[dv.  No.  858.    Second  Appellate  District. — June  20,  1907.] 

H.  C.  DEMING,  Appellant,  v,  P.  G.  GAMBLE,  Administra- 
tor, etc.,  of  MANNIE  DEMING,  Deceased,  Respondent. 

Action  bt  Husband  Aoainst  Deceassd  Wifb's  Administratobt— Com- 
munity  PROPEBTT — ^EVIDENCB — ADMISSIONS    OF    HUSBAND — ^WAIVEB 

of  Lettebs — Error. — In  an  action  by  the  husband  against  the  ad- 
ministrator of  his  deceased  wife,  to  establish  that  real  property  stand- 
ing in  the  deceased  wife 's  name  was  paid  for  with  commnnity  funds, 
and  was  community  property,  where  the  court  found  that  one  lot 
was  held  in  trust  for  the  community,  but  that  another  lot  was  eon- 
Tcyed  by  the  husband  to  the  wife  as  a  gift,  and  all  the  evidence 
tending  to  rebut  that  of  plaintiff  was  in  the  nature  of  admissions 
by  him  against  interest,  and  the  oral  evidence  of  such  admissions 
was  conflicting,  it  was  prejudicial  error  to  admit  a  waiver  of  letters 
by  the  husband,  and  request  for  defendant's  appointment,  appended 
to  a  petition  for  letters,  stating  that  such  other  lot  was  the  propertj 
of  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  her  death,  without  preliminary  proof 
that  the  husband  had  read  the  petition  and  knew  its  contents  when 
he  signed  the  waiver. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Log 
Angeles  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial.  W. 
P.  James,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

Valentine  ft  Newby,  for  Appellant. 

Geo.  P.  Adams,  and  Hugh  J.  Crawford,  for  Bespondent 

ALLEN,  P.  J. — ^Appeal  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  and 
an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  defendant 
m  administrator  of  the  estate  of  plaintiff's  deceased  wife, 
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the  object  of  which  was  to  have  it  adjudged  that  certain  prem- 
ises, to  wit,  lot  44,  Park  Villa  tract,  and  lot  45,  Angelus  Vista 
tract,  in  Los  Angeles  city,  aU  of  which  stood  in  the  name  of 
the  wife  at  her  decease,  were  community  property.  The  court 
found  that  all  of  the  premises  described  were  purchased  by 
the  husband  and  the  purchase  money  paid  by  him  out  of  the 
funds  of  the  community,  and  that  the  principal  part  of  the 
improvements  upon  lot  45  had  been  paid  for  by  him  after 
the  decease  of  the  wife;  that  as  to  lot  44,  the  title  was  in  the 
wife  in  trust  for  the  community,  but  that  lot  45  was  conveyed 
to  the  wife  by  way  of  gift  from  the  husband  and  was  her  sep- 
arate estate.  From  this  judgment  in  favor  of  defendant  as 
to  the  said  last-mentioned  lot,  and  from  an  order  denying  a 
new  trial,  plaintiff  appeals  upon  a  bill  of  exceptions. 

All  of  the  evidence  introduced  by  defendant  tending  to  re- 
but that  of  plaintiff,  in  his  effort  to  overcome  the  presump- 
tion created  by  the  deeds,  was  in  the  nature  of  admissions 
of  plaintiff  against  interest  made  before  and  after  the  de- 
cease of  the  wife.  The  trial  judge,  under  objections  and  ex- 
ceptions, permitted  the  defendant  to  introduce  in  evidence  a 
petition  for  letters  of  administration  signed  and  sworn  to  by 
defendant,  in  which  petition  it  is  stated  that  lot  45  was  the 
homestead  of  deceased,  and  was  her  property  at  the  time  of 
her  decease,  and  of  the  value  of  $11,000.  To  this  petition  was 
attached  a  written  waiver  on  the  part  of  the  husband,  plain- 
tiff herein,  of  his  right  to  administer  and  a  request  for  de- 
fendant's appointment.  There  was  no  preliminary  proof 
tending  to  show  that  plaintiff  had  ever  read  the  petition 
signed  by  defendant,  or  had  knowledge  of  its  contents,  when 
he  signed  the  waiver  so  attached.  The  appointment  and 
qualifications  of  defendant  as  administrator  were  not  in  issue. 
The  court  in  overruling  the  objections  made  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  this  paper  upon  the  grounds  of  its  immateriality  and 
incompetency  must  be  taken  as  having  considered  that  the 
statement  of  ownership  therein  made  by  the  defendant  was 
material  and  competent,  and  that  plaintiff  by  signing  the 
waiver  thereto  attached  became  bound  by  such  declarations. 
We  think  the  court  erred  in  admitting  this  paper  writing  in 
evidence.  The  waiver  signed  by  the  husband  is  not  a  part 
of  the  petition,  and  that  it  was  thereunto  attached  was  of 
no  significance.  The  waiver  might  well  have  been  upon  a  sep- 
arate instrument,  in  which  event  there  would  be  no  room  for 
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controversy  in  relation  to  the  admissibility  of  the  petition, 
llie  mere  appending  of  the  waiver  to  an  instrument,  the  con- 
tents of  which  were  unlmown,  could  not  have  the  effect  to 
conclude  the  party  signing  the  waiver  as  to  the  facts  alleged 
in  the  petition. 

The  oral  evidence  appearing  in  the  record  is  most  conflict- 
ing, and  we  cannot  say  from  such  record  that  the  findings 
of  the  court  as  to  the  separate  character  of  this  lot  45  would 
have  been  the  same  had  this  petition  not  been  considered  and 
due  weight  given  it  as  an  admission  against  interest.  The 
error,  therefore,  in  our  opinion,  was  prejudicial. 

The  judgment  and  order  are  reversed  and  cause  remanded 
for  a  new  trial. 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 


[Civ.  No.  870.    Second  Appellate  District. —June  20,  1907.] 

S.  A.  NELSON,  Appellant,  v.  F.  W.  McCARTY,  Respondent. 

Ntcuobmce — FiRiNO  Shot  by  Police  Officer  at  Runaway  Hobse — 
Injury  to  Plaintiff — Appeal — Conflicting  Evidence. — In  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  for  an  alleged  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  by  the  neg- 
ligent firing  of  a  shot  by  defendant  as  a  police  officer  at  a  run- 
away horse,  where  it  appears  that  two  other  shots  were  fired  at  the 
horse  by  other  persons  about  the  same  time,  and  that  there  is 
ample  evidence  in  the  record  to  justify  the  court  in  finding  that  the 
shot  fired  by  defendant  was  not  the  cause  of  the  injury  to  plain- 
tiff, notwithstanding  a  conflict  in  the  evidence,  the  finding  for  the 
defendant  cannot  be  disturbed  upon  appeal. 

APPEAL  from  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court  of  San 
Diego  County,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  triaL  E.  S. 
Torranoe,  Judge. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court 

L.  E.  Dadmun,  for  Appellant 

T.  L.  Lewis,  and  Daney  &  Lewis,  for  Respondent 
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ALLEN,  P.  J, — ^Appeal  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  defendant,  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new  trial. 

This  action  is  one  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have 
occurred  through  the  wanton,  reckless  and  negligent  act  of 
defendant  in  firing  a  revolver  toward  and  in  the  direction  of 
plaintiff,  by  reason  whereof  he  was  wounded  and  injured. 
The  answer,  among  other  things,  denies  the  firing  of  any  re- 
volver or  firearm  by  defendant  toward  or  in  the  direction  of 
plaintiff,  or  the  wanton,  reckless  or  negligent  firing  of  a  re- 
volver at  any  time,  or  in  any  direction  whatever  by  defendant ; 
and  denies  that  any  bullet  fired  or  discharged  from  the  re- 
volver of  defendant  hit  or  injured  the  plaintiff.  The  cause 
was  tried  by  the  court  without  a  jury,  and  the  court  found 
that  the  defendant  did  not  at  the  time  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint, or  at  any  other  time,  or  at  all,  carelessly  or  negligently 
fire  or  discharge  any  revolver  toward  or  in  the  direction  of 
plaintiff,  or  on  the  date  mentioned  or  at  any  time  carelessly, 
wantonly,  recklessly,  or  negligently  fire  or  discharge  any  re- 
volver or  other  firearm;  that  no  bullet  fired  or  discharged  by 
the  defendant  from  his  revolver  or  any  other  revolver  or  other 
firearm  fired  by  defendant,  struck  said  plaintiff  or  entered 
said  plaintiff's  leg. 

From  the  bill  of  exceptions,  it  appears  that  a  horse  attached 
to  a  buggy,  in  which  was  seated  a  woman,  was  running  at 
a  great  rate  of  speed  through  the  public  streets  of  San  Diego; 
that  the  bridle  of  such  horse  had  become  disarranged  and  the 
woman  had  lost  all  control  over  the  animal ;  that  the  defend- 
ant was  a  policeman  in  the  city  of  San  Diego  and  fired  a  shot 
from  a  revolver  at  the  horse  for  the  purpose  of  so  disabling 
it  as  that  it  might  be  gotten  under  control  It  further  ap- 
pears from  the  record  that  another  shot  was  fired  by  another 
policeman  at  the  same  horse  about  the  same  time;  and  there 
is  evidence  in  the  record  tending  to  show  that  a  third  shot 
was  fired  at  the  horse  within  the  same  block.  That  plaintiff 
was  injured  by  a  bullet  from  one  of  the  three  shots  is  not 
to  be  questioned.  But  there  is  ample  testimony  in  the  record 
to  justify  the  court  in  finding  that  the  shot  fired  by  defend- 
ant was  not  the  cause  of  any  injury  to  plaintiff.  There  is 
some  testimony  which  indicates  that,  from  the  very  situation 
of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  firing  of  the  shot  by  defend- 
ant, it  was  not  possible  for  the  shot  fired  from  his  revolver  to 
have  in  any  wise  affected  the  plaintiff.    The  most  that  can 
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be  said  in  favor  of  appellant's  position  is  that  there  is  some 
conflict  in  the  testimony ;  but  the  rule  is  well  established  that, 
where  the  testimony  is  conflicting,  an  appellate  court  in  sup- 
port of  the  decision  of  the  court  below  will  construe  the  tes- 
timony as  favorably  as  possible  for  the  respondent,  and  will 
not  disturb  a  judgment  or  verdict  when  there  is  substantial 
conflict  in  the  testimony,  even  though  the  appellate  court 
may  consider  it  greatly  against  the  weight  of  the  evidence. 
Under  this  rule,  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  discuss  any  other 
questions  presented  upon  the  appeaL 
The  judgment  and  order  are  afi&rmed* 

Shaw,  J.,  and  Taggart,  J.,  concurred. 
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ACCX)BD  AND  SATISFACTION.    Bee  Contract,  80. 

ACCOUNT. 

L  Action  Against  Adicinistratbiz— Rbjbctsd  Claim — ^Evidkncb— 
Book  of  Accounts. — In  an  action  against  the  administratrix 
upon  a  rejected  claim  for  meals  furnished  and  money  loaned  to 
the  decedent,  the  plaintiff's  book  of  accounts  was  properly  admit- 
ted in  evidence  to  show  the  number  of  meals  furnished  to  the  em- 
ployees of  the  deceased  at  his  request,  in  connection  with  evidence 
tending  to  show  that  it  was  a  book  of  original  entries,  and  was 
fairly  and  honestly  kept.  What  credit  was  to  be  given  to  the  entries 
was  for  the  trial  court  to  determine.     (Yick  Wo  ▼.  Under  hill,  519.) 

i.  Book  Kept  in  Chinesb  Cha&actebs — Tkanslation. — ^Where  the 
book  of  accounts  was  kept  in  Chinese  characters,  there  was  no  error 
in  permitting  a  witness  to  translate  its  entries  to  the  court.     (Id.) 

8.  CoB&OBORATiON  OF  ACCOUNT. — Held,  that  there  was  evidence  in  the 
record  outside  of  the  book  of  account  which  tended  to  sustain  the 
finding  of  the  court  as  to  the  value  of  the  meals  furnished;  and 
that  the  court  properly  allowed  one  of  the  employees  of  the  de- 
ceased to  testify  that  he  was  paid  a  fixed  sum  and  his  board  by  the 
deceased,  and  that  this  board  was  furnished  by  plaintiff.     (Id.) 

4.  Money  Loaned — ^Book  of  Accounts — Sufficibnct  of  Evidence. — 
An  entry  in  the  book  of  accounts  is  not  proof  of  money  loaned;  but 
it  is  sufficient  to  sustain  a  finding  thereupon  that  there  is  ample 
proof  outside  of  the  book  to  show  that  plaintiff  made  the  loan,  and 
that  it  was  unpaid.     (Id.) 

Bee  Bill  of  Particulars;  Corporations,  6,  7;  Statute  of  Limitations, 
ACCOUNTING.    See  Agency,  4-9;  Trust,  4-8. 

AGENCY. 

1.  Pkincipal  and  Agent — Authowtt  of  Traveling  Salebicak— Was- 
KANTT  07  Quality  of  Goods — Adjustment  of  Breach  on  Second 
Order. — Though  a  traveling  salesman  and  soliciting  agent  has  au- 
thority to  bind  his  firm  as  principal  by  a  warranty  of  the  quality 
of  goods  sold  under  his  order  by  the  firm,  he  has  no  authority,  af- 
ter such  goods  have  been  sold  and  paid  for,  to  determine  a  breach 
of  warranty  and  adjust  the  breach  by  agreeing  that  the  goods  so 
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AGENCY  (Continued). 

sold  may  be  retained,  and  their  price  deducted  from  a  second  order. 
His  authority  to  sell  is  limited  to  a  sale  for  eash  only.  (Londow 
T.  Cohn,  388.) 

2.  Behedt  fob  Bbeaoh  Against  Principal. — The  remedy  for  the 
breach  of  the  warranty  of  quality  by  the  agent  is  an  action  hj  the 
buyer  to  recover  damages  therefor  against  the  principal  whoee 
goods  were  sold  through  the  agent  to  the  buyer.     (Id.) 

3.  Action    upon   Second  Obdes  by    Assignee — ^Findings    Against 

Evidence — ^Authoritt — ^Ratification. — In  an  action  by  an  as- 
signee upon  the  second  order  obtained  by  the  agent  which  was 
filled  by  the  principal,  findings  that  the  agent  was  authorized  to 
receive  the  former  goods  in  exchange,  and  that  the  principal  rati- 
fied the  adjustment  of  the  breach  of  warranty  by  the  agent,  are 
held  to  be  against  the  evidence.     (Id.) 

4.  Action  fob  Accounting — ^Pleading — Findings — ^Agency  fob  Resalx 

OF  Pbopebty — Conversion — Surplusage — Cause  of  Action  not 
Changed. — ^In  an  action  for  an  accounting  under  an  agreement 
for  resale  by  defendant  of  property  before  sold  by  him  to  plaintiif, 
and  intrusted  to  defendant  as  agent  for  resale,  where  it  appears 
that  a  portion  of  the  property  was  resold,  and  the  complaint  and 
evidence  and  findings  support  the  cause  of  action  for  an  account- 
ing, an  averment  and  finding  that  the  property  not  resold  was 
misappropriated  by  defendant  to  his  own  uses,  do  not  change  the 
cause  of  action  to  one  of  tort  for  conversion,  but  are  immaterial 
and  may  be  disregarded  as  surplusage.  (AUsopp  t.  Joshua  Hendy 
Machine  Works,  228.) 
6.  Liability  of  Agent  to  Account — Abuse  of  Trust — OoMMiNGUNa 
OF  Machinery. — The  defendant  having  undertaken  as  agent  for 
plaintiff  to  sell  mining  machinery  intrusted  to  it  for  resale,  and 
having  returned  some  of  it  to  persons  from  whom  it  was  pnr- 
ehased  and  received  credit  therefor,  and  having  in  abuse  of  its  trust, 
eommingled  the  residue  of  the  machinery  with  its  own  stock,  eo 
that  its  identity  was  substantially  lost,  and  having  sold  it  as  its 
own,  it  may  properly  be  held  liable  to  account  as  of  the  date  when 
the  property  was  intrusted  to  it  for  resale.     (Id.) 

6.  Agent  Bound  to  Utmost  Good  Faith. — An  agent  is  charged  with 

the  duty  of  acting  in  the  utmost  good  faith  for  the  promotion  of 
the  interests  of  the  principal.     (Id.) 

7.  Demand  Before  Suit  for  Accounting. — ^Where  an  agent  has  been 

guilty  of  a  breach  of  duty  in  failing  to  notify  the  principal 
of  money  collected,  or  has  converted  the  property  to  his  own  use, 
there  is  no  necessity  of  a  demand  before  suit  for  an  accounting; 
but  where  the  plaintiff  alleged  and  proved  a  demand  and  refusal 
ef  the  defendant  to  account,  the  requirements  of  the  law  weie 
aatiflfied.    (Id.) 
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AGENCY  (Continued). 

8.  Statute  or  Limitations — Pleading — Ezpbess  Tbust — Conoxalb) 
Breach. — The  statute  of  limitation  applicable  to  an  aeeonnting 
between  an  agent  and  the  principal  is  section  343  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procednre,  and  cannot  be  invoked  if  not  pleaded;  nor  eovld 
the  statute  begin  to  run,  the  relation  being  one  of  express  trusty 
where  no  knowledge  of  a  repudiation  of  the  trust  relation  wa» 
brought  home  to  the  knowledge  of  the  principal,  but  the  breacb 
of  trust  was  eoncealed  from  him.     (Id.) 

9.  Value   of    Property   Intrusted — ^Estoppel — Support   of    Fihi>- 

INO. — ^Upon  general  principles  of  equity,  the  defendant  should  bo 
estopped  from  contending  that  the  value  of  the  property  intrusted 
to  it  for  resale  was  less  than  the  amount  paid  therefor  by  plain- 
tiff to  defendant,  and  the  evidence  is  held  to  sustain  a  finding  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  value.     (Id.) 

10.  Vendor  and  Purchaser — Contract  to  Sell — Cohpensatiom  of 
Agent. — ^A  contract  by  plaintiff  with  defendants,  by  which  they 
were  authorized  to  sell  the  plaintiff's  real  estate  for  $1,000,  or  sneh 
less  sum  as  plaintiff  may  take,  and  giving  to  defendants,  as  zo- 
muneration,  all  sums  in  excess  of  the  amount  stipulated  for  sale,  does 
not  give  to  the  defendants  an  option  to  purchase,  but  is  a  contract 
of  agency,  under  which  the  defendants  were  bound  to  act  in  tho 
utmost  good  faith.     (Tate  v.  Aitken,  505.) 

11.  Bad  Faith  of  Agent — ^Misrepresentation  to  Procure  Laboh 
CoicuissiON— Deed  to  Agent.— Where  the  plaintiff's  agents  had  a 
contract  to  sell  plaintiff's  property  for  $1,300,  and,  to  procure  a 
larger  commission,  misrepresented  to  plaintiff  that  $800  was  aU 
they  could  get  for  the  property,  and  thereby  induced  plaintiff  to 
deed  the  property  to  them,  for  sale  at  that  price,  they  acted  in  bad 
faith,  and  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  remainder  of  tho  $1,000 
from  them.     (Id.) 

12.  Signature  bt  Plaintiff's  Wife— Authoritt— Batificatiom — 
AoENOT  OF  Defendants  for  Plaintiff. — ^Where  the  plaintiff  author- 
ized his  wife  to  sign  the  contract  with  defendants  during  his  absence, 
making  them  their  agents  to  sell  the  land  upon  the  terms  agreed 
npon,  with  the  understanding  with  them  that  he  would  afterward 
■ign  it,  and  the  employment  of  the  defendants  was  ratified  by  the 
husband's  execution  of  the  deed  to  them  by  reason  of  the  defend- 
ants' misrepresentation,  the  defendants  were  properly  found  to  be 
the  agents  of  the  plaintiff.     (Id.) 

Bee  Banks;  Checks,  4-6w 

APPEAL. 

1«  Appeal  froic  Part  of  Judgment — ^Vacation  of  Tbmforakt  Injunc- 
tion— Time  for  Appeal — Motion  xo  DisiUBs«r-AB  appeal  taken 
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APPEAL  (Continued). 

from  that  part  of  a  final  judgment  wherein  it  ie  adjudged  "that 
the  temporarf  injunction  heretofore  ieeued  herein  to  the  aherifP 
of  the  countj  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  Taeated,"  is  not  taken 
from  an  order  within  the  meaning  of  section  939  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure;  and  it  will  not  be  dismissed  on  the  ground  that 
it  was  not  taken  within  sixty  days.     (Bekins  t.  Dieterle,  586.) 

2.  Ambiguous  Umdkbtaximci — ^Dismissal. — ^Where  the  notice  of  ap- 
peal was  from  the  judgment  and  from  an  order  denying  a  new 
trial,  and  the  only  undertaking  filed  was  conditioned  to  "pay  all 
costs  and  damages  which  may  be  awarded  on  the  appeal  or  on  a 
dismissal  thereof,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars, ''  it  is  not 
possible  to  determine  which  appeal  is  referred  to  in  the  undertaking; 
and  it  is  so  ambiguous  that  it  must  be  regarded  as  if  none  had  been 
filed  and  both  appeals  must  be  dismissed.  (Commercial  Bank  ef 
Santa  Ana  v.  Wells,  478.) 

8.  Lapse  or  Tims  to  Appeal  rom  Obdes. — ^The  motion  of  appeal  hav- 
ing referred  both  to  the  judgment  and  order,  each  of  which  was  ap- 
pealable, the  fact  that  the  time  had  lapsed  for  taking  an  appeal 
from  the  order  is  of  no  consequence.     (Id.) 

4.  New  Undsbtakino  not  Pebmissible. — To  permit  a  new  nnder- 
taking  to  be  filed  would  be  in  effect  to  permit  a  new  appeal  to  be 
perfected  after  the  time  fixed  by  law;  and  an  application  therefor 
must  be  denied.     (Id.) 

8.  DiSMissAir— Failubx  TO  FHiB  Tbansoeipt  in  TncB.^An  appeal 
from  a  judgment  must  be  dismissed  for  a  failure  to  file  the 
transcript  on  appeal  within  forty  days  after  the  appeal  is  per- 
fected if  no  proceeding  is  pending  for  the  settlement  of  a  bill  ef 
exceptions  or  statement  to  be  used  on  the  appeaL  (Prine  y.  Dun- 
ean,43d.) 

8.  Dismissal  of  Pending  Pbooeedinos— Lapse  of  Tims. — ^Where  til 
pending  proceedings  to  settle  a  statement  on  motion  for  a  new  trial 
and  all  proceedings  on  the  motion  were  dismissed,  and  more  than 
forty  days  thereafter  had  elapsed  without  filing  a  transcxipt  on 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  and  no  appeal  from  the  order  was  taken 
within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  and  there  is  no  answer  to  the 
motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  from  the  judgment,  it  must  be  di9- 
miBsed.     (Id.) 

7.  Obdeb  Appointing  Bbceiveb— Failxtbb  to  Bebve  Notigb  upon 
'^Advebse  Pabtt"— Dismissal.— In  an  action  by  the  plaintiff  to 
enforce  an  agreement  in  relation  to  a  trust  fund  in  which  plaintiff 
and  defendants  were  beneficiaries,  in  which  a  receiver  of  the  fund 
was  appointed,  upon  appeal  by  part  of  the  defendants  from  the 
order  appointing  the  receiver,  a  codefendant,  who  was  a  party  to 
the  order,  and  whose  interest  in  the  fund  will  be  affected  by  the 
reversal  or  modification  of  the  order,  is  an  "adverse  party"  who 
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APPEAL  (Continued). 

most  be  served  with  the  notice  of  ftppeol,  and  for  f aUnie  to  wrre 
him  therewith  the  appeal  nratt  be  dismissed.  (Ford  t.  Gannon, 
185.) 

8.  Eevixw— Opinion  of  Tbul  Judos.— The  reasons  assigned  in  the 
opinion  of  the  trial  judge  for  hia  eonelusions  upon  the  final 
determination  of  a  caae  constitnte  no  part  of  the  reeord  upon  ap- 
peal; and  however  erroneous  the  reasoning  maj  be,  error  eannot  be 
predicated  thereon;  and  a  proper  ruling  by  the  judge  will  not  be 
disturbed  because  the  court  renders  its  conclusion  hj  erroneous 
reasoning.  If  this  court  finda  that  upon  anj  ground  or  for  any 
reason  the  action  of  the  court  below  is  correct,  such  action  will  be 
affirmed,  regardless  of  the  reason  which  the  court  may  have  given 
for  it.    (Higgins  v.  Los  Angeles  Bj.  Co.,  748.) 

9.  AVFIDAVIT8    USKD    ON    MOTION    lOB    NXW    TKUL— BUI*   Of    EXdP- 

ffiON — ^BULB  OF  Oomff. — Affidavits  used  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial 
must  be  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptions,  as  required  by  rule 
XXTX  of  this  court,  else  they  cannot  be  considered  on  appeal  from 
the  order  denying  the  motion.  (Id.) 
10.  Nkw  Tbial— Affidavits— Bill  of  EzoEFnoNs— Bcvixw  upon 
Affbal— Stipulation. — ^Affidavits  used  on  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial  cannot  be  considered  on  appeal  from  an  order  denying  the 
motion,  where  th^  are  not  incorporated  in  a  bill  of  exceptionB 
authenticated  as  required  by  rule  XXTX  of  this  courts  and  a  stipu- 
lation of  attorneys  to  the  correctness  of  the  transcript  cannot 
take  the  place  of  such  authentication,  whether  it  includes  the  af- 
fidavits or  not,  especially  where  it  does  not  thereby  or  otherwise 
appear  that  they  constituted  all  the  affidavits  and  papers  used  on  the 
hearing.     (Manuel  v.  flynn,  310.) 

See  Husband  and  Wife,  1;  Injunction,  8,  6;  Judgment,  11-18; 
Justice's  Court,  1,  2,  4;  Mechanics'  LienSy  7|  New  Trial; 
Pleadings,  2,  8;  Prohibition;  Stare  Decisis^ 

ABBE8T.    See  Ealse  Imprisonment 

ASSAULT.    See  Criminal  Law,  1-12. 

ASSIGNMENT.    See  Contract,  28,  29;  Party-wall,  6,  8. 

ATTACHMENT. 

1.  Motion  to  Disaolvi— Insufficient  Complaint— Defect  hot 
Cubed. — Though  a  motion  to  dissolve  an  attachment  cannot  be 
made  to  serve  the  purposes  of  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  and  an 
amended  complaint  will  support  it  if  a  defective  complaint  has  been 
eured  by  amendment ,  yet,  if  the  complaint  fails  to  state  a  cause  of 
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ATTACHMENT  (Continued). 

action,  and  is  ineurable,  or  if  the  plaintiff  fails  to  amend  an  in- 
■nifieient  complaint  before  decision  of  the  motion,  it  will  be  pre- 
aomed  that  he  cannot  do  so,  and,  in  either  case,  the  attachment  mnat 
be  dissolved.     (Pinkiert  t.  Kornblum,  522.) 

t.  OoicFLAiNT  Showing  Monxt  Paid  Undb  Contkst  vob  Sbasbs  op 
Stock  not  Dklivfbfd  Altebnativb  Bbmedt— Rescission — ^Dam- 
ages.— Where  the  complaint  shows  that  plaintiff  fnlly  paid  money 
under  a  contract  for  shares  of  stock,  which  were  not  delivered,  it 
might  state  a  cause  of  action  entitling  plaintiff  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract for  failure  of  consideration  nnder  section  1689  of  the  Civil 
Code,  in  which  case  he  would  be  entitled  to  judgment  for  the  return 
of  the  money  paid,  or  to  affirm  the  contract,  and  recover  damages 
for  its  breach,  measured  hj  section  3336  of  the  Civil  Code.     (Id.) 

t.  GoifPLAiNT  voB  Damages  Insuvtigixnt  to  Suppokt  Attachmimt^-* 
If  the  complaint  stated  a  full  cause  of  action  to  recover  damages 
for  the  breach  of  the  contract,  which  it  fails  to  do,  it  could  not,  in 
such  case,  support  an  attachment  for  that  cause  of  action.    (Id.) 

4.  Insxtftigisnt  Complaint  fob  Rescission. — ^If  the  complaint  be 
considered  as  a  complaint  to  rescind  the  written  contract  for  failure 
of  consideration,  it  is  insufficient  as  lacking  allegations  to  show  that 
the  time  for  performance  of  the  contract  on  defendant's  part,  in 
which  to  cause  the  stock  to  be  issued  in  a  proposed  corporation  then 
in  process  of  formation,  had  elapsed  before  his  refusal  of  perform- 
ance or  to  show  the  stage  of  its  organization,  or  when  or  where  it 
was  to  be  organized.     (Id.) 

6.  Seasonable  Time  pob  Psbformance — ^Twenty  Dats  not  Suffi- 
cient as  Matteb  of  Law — ^Facts  must  be  Averred. — ^The  defend- 
ant was  entitled  under  the  contract,  which  fixed  no  time  for  per- 
formance, to  a  reasonable  time  therefor.  It  cannot  be  said  aa 
matter  of  law  that  twenty  days  after  date  of  the  contract  was  a 
sufficient  time  in  which  to  procure  the  issuance  of  the  stock,  and 
any  facts  showing  the  contrary  or  that  the  failure  was  caused 
by  defendant's  act,  must  be  alleged.     (Id.) 

6.  Bond  fob  Belease — ^Undertaking  to  Pay  Judgment — CbMMON- 
LAW  Bond — Recitals  Conclusive. — An  indemnity  bond  voluntarily 
given  by  the  defendant  to  the  sheriff  to  secure  the  release  of  an  at- 
tachment levied  on  defendant's  property,  for  which  the  writ  ol 
attachment  provides,  under  section  540  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro* 
eedure,  which  recites  the  amount  of  plaintiff's  claim,  but  which, 
in  lieu  of  the  form  of  undertaking  provided  for  in  that  see- 
tion,  undertakes  and  promises  "that  in  case  the  plaintiff  recovers 
judgment  in  the  action,  defendant  will  pay  to  plaintiff  the  amount 
of  whatever  judgment  may  be  recovered  in  said  action,  together 
with  percentage,  interest  and  costs,"  is  substantially  a  bond  to  Be- 
fore the  release  of  an  attachment  under  section  540,  and  would  be 
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ATTACHMENT  (Continued). 

mlid  at  common  law;  and  its  recitals  of  the  plaintiff's  claim,  and  of 
the  levy  of  the  attachment  and  of  the  desire  of  defendant  to  release 
the  same  by  the  bond,  are  conclusive  against  the  obligor,  whether  it 
be  a  statutory  or  common-law  bond.  (Bailey  t.  Aetna  Indemnity 
Company,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  740.) 

7.  Bond  tor  Beleask  Contemplated  bt  Wbtt — Order  or  Court  not 
Bequired. — ^Where  the  writ  contemplates  a  bond  to  the  sheriff  for 
the  release  of  attached  property,  as  weU  as  to  prevent  a  levy  thereof, 
no  order  of  the  court  is  essential  to  Its  effectiveness  as  a  statutory 
or  common-law  bond,  whatever  its  form,  when  voluntarily  given  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  the  release  of  an  attachment  levied  upon 
defendant's  effects.     (Id«) 

8.  Subjection  of  Property  to  Attachment — Affidavit — ^Validitt  of 
Writ. — ^In  an  action  on  the  bond  given  to  release  the  attachment 
it  cannot  be  questioned  whether  the  property  released  was  subject 
to  attachment  or  not,  nor  whether  the  affidavit  for  attachment  was 
false  or  the  writ  invalid,  under  which  the  levy  was  made.     (Id«) 

0.  Bond  fob  Beleass  not  a  Stat  Bond — ^Accrual  of  Cause  of  Ac- 
tion— ^Execution  Unsatisfied^ — ^A  bond  given  to  release  an  at- 
tachment, though  in  the  form  of  an  obligation  of  defendant  to 
pay  the  judgment,  does  not  operate  as  a  bond  to  stay  execution  on 
the  judgment,  nor  is  an  action  thereupon  an  action  on  the  judg- 
ment; and  the  cause  of  action  on  the  bond  accrues  as  soon  as  ex- 
ecution against  the  defendant  has  been  returned  unsatisfied,  where 
no  stay  bond  on  appeal  from  the  judgment  was  given  to  prevent 
ffuch  execution  and  return.     (Id.) 

10.  AcnoN  on  Bond — Judgment  on  Pleadings — ^Merits. — ^In  aa  ae- 
tion  on  the  bond,  a  judgment  on  the  pleadings  ia  a  judgment  on  the 
merits  under  our  code.     (Id.) 

XL  Triad— Insufficient  Answer — Conclusions  of  Law— Insuffi- 
cient Defense— Proper  Judgment  upon  Pleadings.— Where  it 
appeared  upon  the  trial  that  the  denials  of  the  answer  were  of 
mere  conclusions  of  law,  and  that  an  affirmative  defense  to  the  or- 
iginal action  on  the  ground  of  collusion,  which  failed  to  show  the 
facts  constituting  it,  or  to  show  that  there  was  any  defense  to  the 
original  action  or  any  ability  to  supply  upon  a  new  trial  evidence 
alleged  to  have  been  suppressed  at  the  former  action,  states  no  de- 
fense, and  where  the  defendant  elected  to  stand  upon  the  answer,  a 
judgment  upon  the  pleadings  was  properly  rendered.     (Id.) 

12.  Introduction  of  Evidence — Surplusage. — The  judgment  having 
been  rendered  upon  the  pleadings,  with  a  general  finding  that  the 
averments  of  the  complaint  were  true,  the  introduction  of  evidence 
at  the  trial  became  mere  surplusage,  and  questions  of  its  weight 
and  admissibility  ara  immateriaL    (Id.) 
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ATTORNEY  AT  LAW.    Bee  Contempt,  1-8. 

BANKa 

1.  Custom  as  to  Collection  of  Papxb— KNowLn>aB  Iupvted  fo 
Depositob— CoKTiLkOT  OP  AosNCT. — ^A  reasonable  custom  of  all  the 
banks  of  a  place  that  none  of  them  shall  be  liable  for  commercial 
paper  deposited  with  any  one  of  them  for  collection  ehMwhere,  nn- 
til  the  proceeds  thereof  in  actual  money  shall  come  to  their  poe- 
session,  must  be  condusivelj  deemed  known  to  the  depositor,  and 
to  be  binding  upon  him  as  an  implied  condition  of  the  contract  of 
agency,  without  reference  to  his  knowledge  or  want  of  knowledge 
of  the  custom.  (San  Francisco  Nat.  Bank  y.  American  National 
Bank  of  Los  Angeles,  408.) 

2.  Deaft  Fobwardbd  fob  CoLLicnoN — ^Failuu  of  Colleotdto  Bank 

»^Loss  OF  Drawing  Bank.— Where  such  a  custom  existed  in  tht 
banks  of  San  Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  and  a  bank  of  the  former 
eitj  sent  a  draft  to  a  bank  of  the  latter  for  collection  in  Arizona, 
and  the  coUecting  bank  in  Arizona  failed  after  collection,  the  loss 
must  fall  upon  the  San  Francisco  bank,  which  drew  the  draft 
(Id.) 
Bee  Cheeks. 

BILL  OF  EZCEPnON&    Bee  Appeal,  0, 10. 

BILL  OF  PABTICULAB8. 

1.  Account— Plbadino — ^Pubposs  of  Cods  Pboyision. — The  pnrpow 
of  the  provisions  of  section  454  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure^ 
that  ''it  is  not  necessary  for  a  party  to  set  forth  in  a  pleading 
the  items  of  an  account  therein  alleged,  but  he  must  deliver  to  the 
adverse  party,  within  five  days  after  a  demand  therefor  in  writ* 
ing,  a  copy  of  the  account,  or  be  precluded  from  giving  evidence 
thereof,"  is  to  give  the  adverse  party  reasonable  notice  of  the 
items  constituting  the  claim  he  is  required  to  meet,  so  that  he  may 
prepare  for  trial.     (Ames  t.  Bell,  1.) 

t.  Natubx  of  Bill  of  Pabtioulabs — Amflifigation  of  Plbabino — 
FuBTHB  Obdxb— Amendment. — The  biU  of  particulars  required  ii 
in  the  nature  of  an  amplification  of  the  pleading  to  which  it  relates, 
and  it  ii  to  be  construed  as  part  of  it  for  certain  purposes;  and 
when  the  court  or  judge  orders  ''a  further  account  wnen  the 
one  delivered  is  too  general,  or  is  defective  in  any  particular,'' 
as  the  section  provides,  the  further  or  amended  account  is  to  be 
construed  as  an  amended  pleading  for  certain  purposes.     (Id.) 

t.  Waiveb  of  Objection  to  Amended  Bill— Motion  at  Tbial — Ob- 
JscnoH  TO  Evidence.— Where,  after  the  furnishing  of  an  amended 
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BILL  OF  PARTICULARS   (Continued). 

bill  of  particulars  hj  order  of  court,  the  defendant  niftde  no  objee- 
tion  to  its  items  for  over  five  months,  and  until  the  very  moment  af 
trial,  objection  thereto  was  waived,  and  a  motion  then  made  for  a 
further  bill  of  particulars  came  too  late,  and  was  properlj  denied. 
The  defendant  cannot  object  at  the  trial  to  any  evidenca  coming 
within  the  general  scope  of  the  eomplaint  and  the  amended  bill  ef 
particulars.     (Id.) 

4.  EnrzoT  of  Amended  Bill — Priob  Bills  Superseded — ^New  Itbms 
— Waiver  of  Objeotion. — The  amended  and  List  bill  of  particulars 
ordered  hj  the  court  superseded  former  biUs,  and  it  maj  include 
items  of  the  general  account  for  services  not  before  speeiiicallj 
mentioned  in  previous  bills,  and  where  evidence  relating  thereto  was 
given  without  objection,  and  no  motion  was  made  to  strike  it  out  U 
a  whole^  the  evidence  as  to  such  items  must  stand.     (Id.) 

BOND. 

1.  BOMD  OF   BUILDIKO   CONTKACTOB— YALIDITT  AT  COMICON  IiAW— A^ 

PiAL — ^Law  of  the  Case. — ^Where,  upon  a  former  appeal,  the  que** 
tion  was  raised  whether  section  1203  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedural 
under  which  a  contractor's  bond  was  given,  was  constitutional,  and 
it  was  held  that  the  bond,  having  been  voluntarily  given,  was  valid 
and  enforceable  as  a  common-law  bond,  said  decision  is  the  Uw  of 
the  ease  upon  a  second  appeal,  where  the  voluntary  issue  of  the 
bond  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  issue.  (People's  Lumbar  CSa. 
T.  Gillard,  435.) 

8.  Purview  of  Law  of  tbb  Case. — The  law  of  the  ease  is  not  torn- 
fined,  in  this  state,  to  that  portion  of  the  opinion  of  the  appellate 
court  which  can  be  said  to  be  strictly  essential  to  the  dispositioB 
made  of  the  case.      (Id.) 

5.  Changes  Made  Pursuant  to  Buiidino  Contract— Plbadino — 
Findings. — ^Where,  pursuant  to  the  decision  made  on  the  former 
appeal,  the  complaint  was  allowed  to  be  amended,  to  set  forth 
changes  made  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  in  an  action 
against  the  sureties  on  the  contractor's  bond,  and  issues  were  Joined 
thereupon,  a  finding  that  the  changes  were  made  pursuant  to  the 
contract  conforms  to  the  amended  complaint.     (Id.) 

4.  Statute  of  Limitations — ^Amended  Cohflaint. — ^The  amended 
complaint  setting  out  the  change  provided  for  in  the  contract  did 
not  state  a  new  cause  of  action,  foreign  to  the  case,  made  in  the 
original  complaint,  on  the  contractor's  bond,  so  as  to  allow  a  plea 
of  the  statute  of  limitations  thereto.     (Id.) 

See  Attachment,  I-IO. 
6  CaL  App.~n50 
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BOUNDABT, 

1.  Action  to  Quist  Titlb  to  Btbip  of  Land — Sxtppobt  of  FiMDmos 
AND  Judgment. — ^In  an  action  to  quiet  the  title  to  a  strip  of  land 
involving  a  disputed  boundary  line  between  the  parties,  where  the 
evidence  is  conflicting  in  relation  thereto,  and  there  is  evidence 
fullj  sustaining  all  of  the  material  findings  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff, which  are  amply  sufficient  to  support  the  judgment,  the  province 
of  the  trial  court  to  pass  upon  the  weight  of  the  evidence  cannot 
be  interfered  with  upon  appeal.     (Manuel  ▼.  Fljnn,  319.) 

2.  Testimony  of  Plaintiff  to  Particulab  Survet — Cboss-ezamina- 
TION  AS  to  Othek  Subvbys. — ^Where  plaintiff  testified  in  chief  only 
as  to  the  employment  of  a  particular  survey  or  to  establish  the 
boundary  line  and  to  his  ovm  observation  as  to  the  meeting  of 
comers,  the  court  properly  disallowed  questions  asked  on  cross-ex- 
amination as  to  other  surveys  not  referred  to  in  the  examinatjon 
in  chief.    (Id.) 

t.  Latittjdb  of  Gboss-ezamination— Scope  Limited  bt  Examina- 
tion IN  Chief. — The  right  of  cross-examination  should  be  given 
considerable  latitude  or  not  be  restricted  where  it  is  apparent  that 
it  will  accomplish  some  important  purpose,  and  is  not  carried  be- 
yond the  scope  of  the  examination  in  chief.  The  discretion  of 
the  court  should  not  be  abused,  or  given  such  elasticity  as  to  per- 
mit an  adversary  party  to  prove  his  own  ease  under  the  guise  of 
eross-examination  by  propounding  questions,  neither  directly  nor 
eoUaterally  related  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  original  exami- 
nation. When  cross-examination  transcends  the  limitation  and  pnr^ 
pose  of  the  testimony  in  chief|  it  ceases  to  be  cross-examinatioB. 

(la.) 

4.  Wbittbn  Aobebmxnt  as  to  Location  of  Cobneb— ALTEBATioNa— 
BcBDBN  OF  Pboof-— Immatebiality. — ^Wherc  the  plaintiff  intro- 
duced in  evidence  a  written  agreement  as  to  the  location  of  an 
important  comer  in  which  alterations  appear,  the  burden  of  proof 
was  upon  the  plaintiff  to  explain  the  same,  and  where  one  was  shown 
to  have  been  made  before  signing,  and  the  other  to  have  been 
made  merely  to  correct  a  manifest  mistake  in  a  figure  relating  to 
the  location  of  a  tree,  the  location  of  which  was  definitely  fixed  in 
the  agreement  by  descriptive  reference  to  other  monuments,  the  al- 
terations were  sof&ciently  explained,  and  shown  to  bo  immateriaL 
(Id.) 

6.  Time  fob  Bispboof  of  Explanation. — ^The  proper  time  for  an  at- 
tempt by  the  defendant  to  disprove  the  explanations  offered  by  the 
plaintiff  to  show  the  immateriality  of  the  erasures  in  the  written 
agreement  was  when  those  explanations  were  made,  and  when  the 
admissibility  of  the  written  agreement  was  before  the  court  for 
iti  determination,  and  the  court's  conclusion  on  that  iaroe  is  bind- 
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ing  here,  notwithstanding  a  robsequent  attempt  of  defendant  to 
disprove  the  explanation,  when  it  cannot  be  said,  as  matter  of  law, 
that  the  court's  determination  was  unsupported  bj  the  explanations 
made.  (Id.) 
t,  EviOENGB— DscLARATiON  AGAINST  Intkkbst. — ^A  witness  for  the 
plaintiff  was  properly  allowed  to  testif  j  to  a  conversation  with  the 
defendant  at  the  time  when  plaintiff's  fence  on  the  boundary  line 
was  intact,  in  which  the  defendant  stated  that  he  had  all  the  land 
that  belonged  to  hiuL  The  evidence,  while  not  conclusive,  was  ad- 
missible to  show  a  declaration  by  the  defendant  against  his  in* 
terest     (Id.) 

7.  DOOUMXNTABT    EVIDXNOS— NOTIGB    TO    BXMOVX    FSNGB    SeEVD    BT 

CoNSTABLx — CKBTincATK  NOT  Pbika  Fagib  Evidbnox^ — Where 
plaintiff  denied  having  received  any  notice  to  remove  his  fence,  a 
notice  signed  by  the  defendant  and  certified  by  the  constable  to 
have  been  served  by  him  upon  plaintiff  was  not  admissible,  the 
certificate  being  no  part  of  the  official  duty  of  the  constable,  and 
not  prima  faoie  evidence  of  the  fact  of  service.     (Id.) 

CEBTIOBABI.    See  Contempt,  4,  5;   Justice's  Courts  4;   Municipal 
Corporations,  1& 

CHECKa 

1.  Fatment— ObNDinoNAL  Patmsnt.— A  cheek  drawn  bona  fde 
on  a  bank  having  funds  of  the  drawer  is  prima  facie  payment,  if 
accepted  as  cash;  but,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement,  the  accept- 
ance of  it  is  merely  conditional  payment  or  satisfaction  of  the 
debt  if  and  when  paid.     (B.  H.  Herron  Company  v.  Mawby,  39.) 

2.  PSBSENTICSNT — ^IMPLIED     UNDKBTAKINO     OF      DiLZGXNCB— LOSS      BT 

Want  oi*  Diuobncb— Actual  Payicxnt« — ^The  acceptance  of  such  a 
check  from  the  drawer  implies  an  undertaking  of  due  diligence  in 
presenting  it  for  payment;  and  if  the  drawer  sustains  loss  by  want 
of  such  diligence  the  check  will  be  held  to  operate  as  actual  pay- 
ment.   (Id.) 

8.  Time  vob  Presentment. — At  common  law  the  payee  of  a  check, 

when  drawn  on  a  bank  in  the  same  place  where  it  is  given  and 
received,  has  until  the  following  day  after  its  receipt  to  present 
it  for  payment  as  between  himself  and  the  drawer.  When  drawn 
•n  a  bank  in  a  different  place,  the  payee  has  the  same  time  and 
luch  additional  time  as  will  be  required  to  transmit  it  to  the  place  of 
payment  by  due  course  of  maiL  (Id.) 
4.  AoBNGT  FOB  Pbesentment— EmoT  oi*  Mailing  Check  to  Dbawbb 
Bank. — ^For  the  purpose  of  presenting  and  collecting  the  check  the 
eolljctiiig  bank  must  employ   a  suitable  subagenL    The   mailing 
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of  a  check  to  the  drawee  bank  is  not  a  proper  presentment  or  de- 
mand for  payment,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  usage  or  custom 
among  banks  to  do  so.  The  drawee  cannot  be  deemed  a  suitable 
agent  in  contemplation  of  law  to  enforce  in  behalf  of  another 
a  claim  against  itself,  and  such  bank  may  hold  it  for  any  time  with- 
out incurring  the  obligation  of  an  acceptance.  (Id.) 
&  CoMSTBUonoN  or  Civil  Codb— Limit  or  Time — Bbabonablb  Dnj- 
GXNd  IK  Pbopib  Pbesbntmbnt. — Scction  8218  of  the  Civil  Code, 
which  merely  fixes  a  limit  of  ten  days  after  which  delay  In  present- 
ment of  a  check  will  exonerate  the  drawer  and  indorsers  thereof, 
unless  the  delay  be  for  one  of  the  reasons  expressly  provided  by  stat- 
ute, still  requires  reasonable  diligence  in  making  the  presentment, 
which  must  be  made  by  a  proper  agent  prepared  to  treat  with  tho 
drawee  bank  at  arm's-length.  (Id.) 
6.  Loss  OoouBRiNO  Ama  Dklay  or  Ten  Bats.— Where  it  appears 
that  the  loss  occurred  after  a  delay  of  ten  days  from  the  receipt  of 
the  check  by  plaintiff  without  lawful  presentment  thereof,  the  loss 
must  fall  upon  tha  plaintiff,  whatever  view  of  the  law  may  be  taken. 
(Id.) 

Bee  Contract,  80-32. 
CLAIM  AND  DELIVEBT.    See  Stare  Decisis,  1. 

COMMUNITY  PEOPBBTY. 

1.  Pbxsumptiom  or  SxPAftATB  PaoPEBTT  raoH  Dksd  io  Win  wn 
CoMOLUSivs. — ^The  presumption  arising  under  the  amendment  of 
1889  to  section  164  of  the  Civil  Code,  that  property  conveyed  to  the 
wife  is  her  separate  property,  cannot  be  deemed  conclusive,  and  may 
be  overcome  by  proof  that  the  purchase  was  made  with  community 
funds.  In  such  case  the  property  remains  the  property  of  the  hus- 
band, and  is  liable  for  the  communily  debts.  (Bekins  t.  Dieterle, 
690.) 

t.  Eabninos  or  Win  Pabt  or  CoMMimiTT  Pbopxbtt. — ^The  earnings 
of  the  wife  are  as  much  part  of  the  community  property  as  are  the 
earnings  of  the  husband.     (Id.) 

8b  AonoN  BT  Husband  Against  Deceasbd  Wife's  Adxinistbato»— 

COMICUNITT      PBOPEBTY — ^EvmXNGB— ADMISSIONS      OF       HUSBAN1>— 

Waivoi  or  Lbttebs — ^Ebbob. — In  an  action  by  the  husband  against 
the  administrator  of  his  deceased  wife,  to  establish  that  real  prop- 
erty standing  in  the  deceased's  wife  name  was  paid  for  with  com- 
munity funds,  and  was  community  property,  where  the  court  found 
that  one  lot  was  held  in  trust  for  the  community,  but  that  another 
lot  was  conveyed  by  the  husband  to  the  wife  as  a  gift,  and  all 
the  evidence  tending  to  rebut  that  of  plaintiff  vras  ia  the  nature 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Contempt.  789 


OOMMUNITY  PBOPEBTY  (Clontinued). 

of  admiBsions  bj  him  Against  interest,  and  the  oral  erideaee  of  saeh 
admissions  was  eonflicting,  it  was  prejudicial  error  to  admit  a 
waiver  of  letters  bj  the  husband,  and  request  for  defendant's  ap- 
pointment, appended  to  a  petition  for  letters,  stating  that  sneh 
other  lot  was  the  property  of  the  deceased  at  the  time  of  her  death, 
without  preliminary  proof  that  the  husband  had  read  the  petition 
and  knew  its  eontents  when  he  signed  the  waiver*  (Doming  t. 
Gamble,  771.) 

CONSTITUTIONAL  LAW.  Bee  Mechanics'  liens,  6,  6;  Munidpal 
Corporations,  10,  12;  Office  and  Officer^  2;  Place  of  Trial; 
Blander,  S. 

CONTEMPT. 

1.  Habeas  Corpus— ComciTMXNT  ov  Attobnzt  tor  Contxiift— Pbb- 
SXTUPTIDN  IN  Favob  ot  ACCUSED. — ^Upon  an  application  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  to  review  the  validity  of  the  commitment  of  an  at* 
tomey  for  contempt  of  the  superior  court,  though  the  law  does 
not  permit  the  petitioner  to  contradict  the  recitals  of  fticts  set 
forth  in  the  order  of  commitment,  yet  no  presumption  or  intend- 
ments can  be  indulged  in  against  the  petitioner.  The  offense  be- 
ing criminal  in  its  nature,  both  the  charge  and  the  finding  of 
the  court  are  to  be  strictly  construed  in  favor  of  the  accused;  and 
the  facts  set  forth  in  the  commitment  must  be  sufficient  to  show 
contempt  within  the  meaning  of  the  law,  without  the  aid  of  intend- 
ments  and  presumptions.     (In  re  Shortridge,  371.) 

2.  Intzbbuption   of  Pboceedinos  of  CbUBT — ^Facts   not  8tatsd« — 

The  statement  that  the  attorney  held  for  contempt  interrupted  the 
proceedings  of  the  court,  against  the  order  of  the  court  to  cease 
foeh  interruption,  without  stating  what  he  said  and  did,  does  not 
eomply  with  the  mandate  of  the  law  that  the  facts  occurring  in  the 
inmiediate  view  and  presence  of  the  court  must  be  recited  in  the 
order.  Many  interruptions  by  an  attorney  may  be  lawful  and 
proper,  and  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  interruption  must 
be  set  forth,  in  order  that  the  commitment  shaU  show  on  its  face 
that  the  remarks  of  the  attorney  were  out  of  the  line  of  his  duty 
as  an  official  of  the  court,  and  to  the  party  represented  by  him. 
(Id.) 
9,  BupposABLR  Foundation  fob  Contxmpt— Clixnt  ▲  Fuomvx  fbom 
Justice — ^Facts  not  Shown. — A  defendant  in  a  criminal  ease  who 
is  a  fugitive  from  justice,  or  who  refuses  to  submit  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  has  no  right  to  be  heard  in  court  1^ 
counsel,  until  he  does  submit  himself  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court;  and  if  the  commitment  had  shown  what  does  not  appear 
therein,  that  the  client  of  the  petitioner  was  at  the  time  of  the 
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acts  complained  of  a  fugitive  from  justieei  mad  that  the  eomt 
for  that  reason  had  refused  to  permit  him  to  address  the  eourt  !■ 
behalf  of  his  client,  and  that  he  nevertheless  persisted  in  so  do- 
ing, the  action  of  the  court  in  adjudging  him  guiltj  of  contempt 
would  be  sustained.  But  this  rule  cannot  apply  where  no  sneh 
fact  or  reason  is  shown  in  the  conunitment  for  denying  to  tlie  pe- 
titioner the  right  to  address  the  court.     (Id.) 

4.  Ceetiobau — CoiiMiTHSNT  roB  Contempt — Cbiminal  Ovrhss— Gov- 

STKUOTioN — ^Review  of  Jxtbisdictional  Facts — ^Pbbsumptiom. — 
Contempt  of  court  is  a  specific  criminal  offense;  and  the  ^bmrge, 
finding  and  judgment  of  the  court  therein  must  be  strictlj  eoa- 
strued  in  favor  of  the  accused.  The  findings  do  not  conclude  a  re- 
Tiewing  court  from  examining  the  record  to  determine  the  jurisdio- 
tional  facts.  Where  the  performance  or  taking  of  necGSSSiy  steps 
which  ought  to  appear  of  record  is  not  shown,  it  will  be  presniBed 
that  such  steps  were  not  taken.     (Beymert  t.  Smith,  880.) 

5.  iNsnrriGisNT  Becobd — Contempt  Out  of  Pbbsenob  of  Obun— 
Notice  or  Servigb  not  Shown — ^Want  of  Jusisdiotion. — ^Where 
the  alleged  contempt  was  committed  out  of  the  presence  of  the 
court  or  judge,  no  step  essential  to  a  proper  accusation  and  plea 
in  a  criminal  case  should  be  omitted;  and  where  there  is  nothing 
in  the  record  to  show  that  the  petitioner  was  served  with  notiee 
or  an  order  to  show  cause  indicating  the  charge  of  contempt,  or 
that  he  was  served  with  a  copy  of  the  affidavits,  or  given  an 
opportunity  to  answer,  and  no  answer  or  plea  was  filed,  the  eoort 
was  without  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order  ei  eommitment  for 
contempt.     (Id.) 

CONTEACT. 

1.  Contract  fob  Salb  of  Gbapbs— "About  260  Tons  Mom  am 
Less" — ^Pabol  Evidence — Entire  Crop. — ^Under  a  written  contrast 
for  the  sale  of  "about  250  tons  grapes  more  or  less,  at  the  stipu- 
lated price  of  $27.00  per  ton  cash  after  delivery,  grapes  to  be  of 
sound  quality, ' '  parol  or  extrinsic  evidence  is  not  admissible  to  show 
that  the  sale  was  intended  to  include  the  entire  crop  of  grapes 
grown  in  the  vineyards  of  the  sellers,  including  166  tons  addi- 
tional to  the  quantity  specified.     (Peterson  v.  Chaiz,  525.) 

8.  Implied  Agreement* — Though  there  is  no  express  agreement  te 
purchase  the  grapes,  the  law  implies  an  agreement  by  the  pur- 
chasers to  pay  at  the  stipulated  price  for  all  grapes  received  hfy 
them  of  the  quality  named,  and  when  nearly  257  tons  were  ao- 
eepted,  the  law  implies  no  agreement  to  accept  any  grapes  in  nerm 
thereof.     (Id.) 

3.  General  Bttlb  as  to  Extrinsic  Evidence — Exceptions. — Though, 
as  a  general  rule,  where  a  contract  appears  to  be  partfy  in  writiag 
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and  partij  in  parol,  and  ia  uncertain  in  its  terma,  parol  eridenee  ia 
admissible  to  show  what  the  stipulationa  were,  and  in  eonstroing  an 
nneertain  contract  parol  evidence  ia  admissible  to  show  the  cir- 
eumstancea  under  which  the  contract  was  made,  etc,  yet  neither 
of  these  rules  applies  where  the  contract,  with  what  the  law  implies 
from  its  terms  as  a  necessary  part  thereof,  ia  certain,  clear,  definite, 
complete  and  unambiguous,  in  which  case  it  cannot  be  added  to, 
yaried  or  contradicted  bjr  extrinsic  evidence.     (Id.) 

4.  ClONSTaucTioN  07  CoDB  Peovisions^— Section  1860  of  the  dvil 
Code,  as  to  parol  evidence  of  the  circumstances,  etc,  is  to  be 
restricted  in  its  application,  so  as  to  harmonize  with  section  1626 
of  that  code,  making  a  written  contract  supersede  aU  oral  nego- 
tiations, and  also  with  section  1856  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure, 
allowing  a  mistake,  imperfection,  or  invalidity  of  the  contract  to 
bo  put  in  issue  by  the  pleadings.    (Id.) 

5.  TSEICS  07     CONTBACT     NOT     INTBODUGINO    AlCBIOUITT—^ '  ABOUT " — 

'^MOBX  OB  Lbss." — It  is  settled,  upon  authority,  that  the  terms 
''about"  and  "more  or  less,"  used  in  the  contract  in  question, 
introduce  no  ambiguity,  and  that  extrinsic  evidence  of  previous 
or  contemporaneous  conversations  is  not  admissible  to  show  what 
was  meant  by  their  use  when  the  contract  does  not  refer  to  inde- 
pendent circumstances  to  identify  the  goods  sold.  (Id.) 
fi.  Action  fob  Bbeach  or  Contract— Failitbb  to  Deliveb  Stebl  fob 
Building  as  Agreed— Damages — ^Support  or  Yeboict. — In  an  ac- 
tion to  recover  damages  for  breach  of  contract  in  failing  to  deliver 
steel  for  plaintiff's  buildiDg,  as  agreed,  where  there  is  sufficient 
evidence  to  show  that  the  contract  was  broken  in  failing  to  deliver 
the  steel  in  the  condition  and  within  the  time  required,  and  the  evi- 
dence was  conflicting  as  to  the  damages  arising  from  the  breach, 
and  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  was  sufficiently  supported  by  the 
plaintiffs'  witnesses,  the  verdict  cannot  be  disturbed  upon  appeaL 
(Hale  Bros.  t.  Milliken,  344.) 

7.  Limit  or  Poweb  or  Appellate  Court— Review  or  Evidencb^— The 
evidence  must  be  so  plainly  and  palpably  insufficient  to  support  the 
verdict  that  it  can  be  said  that  such  is  the  case,  as  matter  of  law, 
before  this  court  is  justified  in  setting  aside  a  verdict  upon  the  evi- 
dence or  disturbing  the  findings  of  the  trial  court.  A  verdict  find- 
ing the  facts  in  a  particular  way  forecloses  any  inquiry  as  to  the 
credibility  or  discredit  of  witnesses  by  cross-examination.     (Id.) 

8.  EVIDENOB — ClRCUMSTANGES    ATTENDING    CONTRACT — ^KnOWLEDGS    BT 

Dbtendant's  Agent — Damages  Besultino  trom  Breach. — Evi- 
dence  was  admissible  to  show  all  of  the  circumstances  leading  up 
to  and  attending  the  execution  of  the  contract  which  were  known 
to  the  defendants  through  their  agent  acting  within  the  scope  of 
hia  authority  in  the  execution  thereof,  including  a  lease  which  ex- 
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plained  the  necessity  for  prompt  delivery  required  by  the  eontraet; 
and  when  sueh  special  eircumstancea  were  thus  known  to  both  p«r- 
ties,  the  damages  resulting  from  the  breach  of  the  contract  whieh 
ihey  would  reasonably  contemplate  would  be  the  amount  of  injury 
which  would  ordinarily  follow  from  its  breach  under  such  known 
eircumstances.     ( Id. ) 

9.   EVIDENCS    or    USAOS    INADMISS3LE — LBQAL    STANDARD    OP    WEIGHTS 

AND  Measusxs. — ^Where  there  is  nothing  in  the  contract  to  show 
the  adoption  of  any  other  standard  for  the  measurement  of  steel  fur- 
nished under  the  contract,  the  legal  standard  of  weights  and  meas- 
ures fixed  in  this  state  must  be  deemed  to  enter  into  and  become  part 
of  the  contract  executed  therein,  and  evidence  of  local  usage  in 
San  Francisco  among  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  stmetural 
iron  and  steel  to  give  a  figured  or  estimated  weight  according  to 
dimensions,  instead  of  "scale"  weight,  determining  the  actual  num- 
ber of  pounds  therein,  ia  inadmissible  to  vary  the  legal  effect  of  tlio 
contract.     (Id.) 

10.  Bepetition  op  Evidence.— Where  proposed  evidenea  is  already  bo- 

fore  the  jury,  no  injury  could  result  in  disallowing  its  repetition. 
(Id.) 

11.  Bejegtion  or  Letter  Unprejudicial. — Any  error  on  the  rejectioa 
of  a  letter  from  defendants'  agent  to  plaintiff's  agent  was  without 
prejudice,  when  defendants  presented  to  the  jury  all  that  could  by 
any  possibility  have  been  shown  by  the  rejected  letter.     (Id.) 

12.  Letter  Admitted  on  Cross-examination — ^Bight  op  Explanation. 
Where  a  letter  written  by  a  witness  was  admitted  on  croes-exam- 
ination,  as  tending  to  show  a  discrepancy,  the  witness  was  properly 
aUowed,  on  re-examination,  to  explain  the  circumstances  ondar 
which  it  was  written,  and  the  reason  for  writing  it.     (Id.) 

13.  Instructions. — Held,  that  in  the  instructions  given,  in  view  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  case  developed  by  the  evidence,  there  waa 
nothing  that  could  have  prejudiced  the  appellants.     (Id.) 

14.  Delivery  op  Goods — Action  por  Breach — Breach  by  PLAiNmr — 

BsrusAL  TO  Accept  and  Pay — Defendant  Excused. — In  an  action 
for  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract  to  deliver  ten  carloads  of 
apples,  where  the  contract  required  the  plaintiff  to  pay  on  delivezy 
of  each  carload,  and  it  appears  that  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  an  in- 
excusable breach  of  the  contract  on  his  part  by  refusal  to  aeeept 
and  pay  for  the  eighth  carload,  such  breach  of  the  contract  on 
plaintiff's  part  excused  further  delivery  by  defendant,  and  plaintiff 
cannot  recover.  (Wood,  Curtis  &  Go.  v.  Seurich,  252.) 
10.  Mutual  Breaches  op  Oontract — General  Bulbs. — One  who  re- 
fuses or  fails  to  perform  the  conditions  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
terms  of  a  contract,  and  shows  no  excuse  for  such  refusal  or  fail- 
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ore,  cannot  recover  for  a  breach  of  contract  hj  the  other  partj; 
and  the  refusal  of  one  party  to  a  contract  to  make  payment  ae 
caUed  for  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  excuses  the  other  party  from 
further  performance.     (Id.) 

16.  Konoi  OF  RssassiON  vob  Breach  not  Involtid. — ^The  plaintiff 

who  is  guilty  of  a  breach  on  his  own  part  cannot  insist  that  defend* 
ant  failed  to  give  notice  of  rescission  of  tho  contract  on  aeoount 
of  the  plaintiff's  breach.  The  defense  is  not  predicated  upon  a 
rescission  of  the  contract,  but  rests  upon  the  rule  that  the  plaintiff, 
who  has  broken  the  contract,  cannot  recover  for  the  defendant's 
refusal  to  perform  after  such  breach.     (Id.) 

17.  Bkeaoh  of  Contbaot  to  Skid  and  Pack  Raisins— Niouosnob — 
Damages — Question  op  Title. — In  an  action  to  recover  damages 
for  breach  of  contract  by  a  fruit  company  to  seed  and  pack  a 
carload  of  raisins  for  a  firm  in  a  first-class  manner,  where  It  ap* 
pears  that  they  were  so  negligently  seeded  and  packed  that  they 
were  spoiled  and  became  worthless,  the  fruit  company  became  liable 
to  the  firm  for  the  damages  caused  by  the  violation  of  the  contract, 
If  it  does  not  appear,  as  claimed  by  the  fruit  company,  that  the 
firm  had  parted  with  the  title  to  the  raisins  by  a  sale  thereof  before 
suit.     (Giffen  v.  Selma  Fruit  Co.,  50.) 

IS.  Bale  of  Raisins  by  SABiPLs— Waerantt  of  Quality— Bbjbotion 
BY  PuBCHASEB — ^TiTLE  NOT  PASSED.— Where  the  carload  of  raisins 
in  question  was  sold  by  sample  by  the  firm  before  suit,  a  wananty 
to  the  purchaser  was  implied  that  the  raisins  were  np  to  the  sample, 
and  where  they  were  rejected  by  the  purchaser  upon  inspection  aa 
not  being  np  to  the  sample,  no  titlo  passed  thereto  from  the  firm. 
(Id.) 

19.  Deuveby  of  Bnji  of  Lading  with  Dbafp— Intention  not  io  Pass 
Title. — Where  the  raisins  sold  l^  sample  were  billed  to  the  order 
of  the  firm,  subject  to  inspection  and  acceptance  hf  the  purchaser, 
and  the  bill  of  lading  and  an  acoompanying  draft  were  received 
by  the  purchaser  and  the  draft  paid,  before  the  raisins  arrived, 
which,  upon  arrival  and  inspection,  were  rejected,  after  which  the 
draft  was  repaid  by  the  firm,  it  Is  dear  that  it  was  intended  that 
the  bill  of  lading  should  not  have  the  effect  to  pass  the  title.     (Id.) 

20.  Evidence— CouESE  of  Business. — Evidence  was  admissible  to  show 

the  course  of  business  of  the  proposed  purchaser  with  the  firm  to 
pay  all  drafts  accompanying  bills  of  lading,  without  reference 
to  the  transfer  of  the  goods  shipped  by  the  bill  of  lading,  that  the 
drafts  were  paid  and  charged  to  the  account  of  the  seller,  and  the 
goods,  when  received  and  accepted,  were  credited  hf  the  seller. 
(M.) 
fL  OfeosB-EZAiONATioN— Cobbespondbncb— Best  Bvidbno— Motion  to 
0SBIXB  Ou»— DiBCBETiON. — ^Whers^on  erois-examination,  it  appeared 
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that  TariooB  letters  passed  between  th«  parties,  it  was  not  an  abnae 
of  discretion  for  the  court  to  refuso  to  strike  oat  the  evidence 
with  regard  to  the  course  of  business,  on  the  ground  that  the 
letters  were  the  best  evidence,  where  no  objection  was  made  when 
the  evidence  was  offered,  and  it  does  not  dearlj  appear  that  all  the 
course  of  business  was  bj  letters,  and  where  defendant  made  no 
attempt  to  have  the  letters  produced.    (Id.) 

22.  Action  iob  Bkeaor  of  Contiuot — Pubohasi  oi*  Orapbs— Dumt- 
INT  Kinds  and  Prices — ^Plxading — Shrinkaos  in  Wdoht— Dk- 
HUBBEB  roE  TJncebtaintt— Habmlxss  Ebbor. — In  an  action  tc 
recover  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract  to  purchase  grapes  of 
different  kinds  and  prices,  where  damage  was  claimed  for  rejec- 
tion of  one  kind  and  loss  on  resale,  and  also  for  shrinkage  in 
weight  hj  reason  of  delay  in  acceptance  of  the  grapes  at  maturity, 
of  over  forty-five  tons,  a  demurrer  for  uncertainty  in  not  stating 
what  shrinkage  occurred  in  each  kind  of  grapes  at  a  designated 
price  should  have  been  sustained;  but  where  it  appeared  in  evi- 
dence at  the  trial  that  the  shrinkage  was  in  only  one  kind  of 
grapes  delivered,  the  error  was  harmless,  and  not  ground  for  re- 
Tcrsal  of  a  judgment  for  plaintiff.  (Leonhart  t.  Galifomia  Wine 
Assn.,  19.) 

88.  Unceetain  Pleading  Liks  Otheb  Ebbob  After  Tbial.— The  same 
rule  applies  to  errors  in  overruling  demurrers  for  uncertainty  in 
pleading,  after  trial  of  the  issues,  that  applies  to  the  errors  of  the 
court.  The  error  must  be  not  merely  abstract,  but  must  be  preju- 
dicial and  injurious,  to  avail  the  appellant,  otherwise  be  has  no 
cause  for  complaint.     (Id.) 

24.  Tbbms  of  Contbacf  as  to  DsiiivEBT  OF  Grapes— Inoonsistimt 
Defense  of  Custom — ^Pabol  Evidence  Inaomissiblb. — ^A  custom  as 
to  the  delivery  of  grapes  in  small  installments,  which  is  inconsistent 
with  the  terms  of  the  written  contract  for  their  deliveiy,  consti- 
tutes no  defense  to  the  action  for  its  breach;  and  the  contract  being 
certain  in  its  terms,  parol  proof  of  usage  is  not  competent  to  vary 
it     (Id.) 

25.  JuBT  Tbiai/— Request  fob  Special  YBBDIC1^-*BSFUBAZ/->EBB0B 
not  Shown— Presubcpttons  upon  Appeau— Where,  upon  the  trial 
of  the  action  by  jury,  defendant  requested  a  special  verdict,  which 
was  refused,  and  the  record  upon  appeal  fails  to  specify  upon  what 
Issues  it  was  requested,  no  error  is  shown  in  the  refusal.  Error 
will  not  be  presumed  upon  appeal;  but  all  intendments  are  in  favor 
of  the  regularity  of  the  action  of  the  trial  court     (Id.) 

20.  Evidence— Delay  of  Otheb  Pebsons  in  Dsuvebt  of  Grapb& — 
Evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  persons  other 
than  the  plaintiff  were  delayed  in  the  delivery  of  their  grapes  was 
admissible^  not  to  show  that  plaintiff  was  also  delsjed^  but  ts 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Contract.  795 


CONTRACT  (Continued). 

■how  the  congested  condition  and  lack  of  facilities  at  the  winery  oi 
fhci  defendant  for  accepting  grapes.     (Id.) 

27.  AcrriON  fob  Sebviges — ^Pleading — Promise  of  Husband  and  Wife — 
Amendicsnt— Pbomisb  of  Wife — Cause  of  Aotion  not  Changed— 
Statute  of  Limitations. — ^In  an  action  for  services,  where  the  or- 
iginal complaint  alleged  a  promise  hy  husband  and  wife  to  pay 
for  services  rendered  on  mining  property  owned  bj  the  wife,  an 
amendment  made  more  than  two  years  after  the  promise,  omitting 
fhe  husband  as  a  party  and  alleging  only  a  promise  by  the  wife, 
does  not  show  a  change  of  the  cause  of  action  against  her  nor  dis- 
close a  bar  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  which  runs  only  to  the 
filing  of  the  original  complaint,  to  which  the  amendment  relatea. 
(Calloway  y.  Oro  Mining  Co.,  191.) 

£8.  Obioinal  Sebvicss  to  Insolvent  Cobpobation— New  Employ- 
ment BT  Wife — Obioinal  Pbomise — ^Assignment  of  Claims — 
Finding — Insufficient  Pboof. — ^Where  the  services  of  workmen  on 
the  mine  were  originally  rendered  to  a  corporation  which  became  in- 
solvent,  and  which  was  in  possession  under  an  executory  contract 
with  the  owner,  who,  to  prevent  threatened  proceedings  against  the 
corporation  and  its  stockholders  made  an  original  promise  that  if 
they  would  eontinne  to  work  the  mine,  she  would  pay  them  when  she 
regained  possession^  their  continuance  in  work  became  a  new  em- 
ployment by  her;  and  an  alleged  assignment  of  the  claims  of  the 
workmen  against  her  to  the  plaintiff,  and  a  finding  thereof  is  not 
supported  by  proof  of  an  assignment  of  claims  by  them  against 
the  corporation,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  any  assignmenty  oral  or 
otherwise  of  their  claims  against  the  owner.     (Id.) 

29,  JUBISDICTION   OF   SUIT — SeBVICES   OF   PLAINTIFF — AMOUNT   CLAIMED. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  suit,  notwithstanding  the  absence  of  proof 
of  the  alleged  assignment,  is  not  determined  by  the  amount  of  the 
services  of  the  plaintiff  but  by  the  whole  amount  claimed  in  the 
complaint     (Id.) 

80.  AonoN  FOB  Bebvioes  of  Abohitect — ^Plea  of  Acoobd  and  Satisfac- 
tion— Check  in  Satisfaction — ^Execution  not  Denied — Judgment 
ON  Pleadings. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  the  services  of  an  archi- 
tect, on  a  specified  contract,  where  the  answer  sets  up  a  different 
contract,  and  sets  up  a  check  paid  in  full  of  all  demands  by  way 
of  accord  and  satisfaction,  the  execution  of  which  check  was  not 
denied,  the  court  did  not  err  In  denying  the  defendant's  motion 
for  judgment  on  the  pleadings.  The  admission  of  the  execution 
and  genuineness  of  the  check  did  not  admit  the  plea  of  accord  and 
satisfaction  set  forth  in  the  answer.     (Newsom  v.  Woollacott,  722.) 

81.  Mbmobandum  on  Check — In  Full  fob  Fees — Pabol  Evidence — 

Effect  of  Tebms. — Where  the  check  set  forth  in  the  answer,  the 
txeeation  of  which  was  not  denied,  contained  the  written 
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oiandum,  "In  foU  for  9th  and  Grand  Ave.  fees/'  and  it  appean 
that  the  Bervioes  sued  for  were  for  the  erection  of  a  hotel  on 
9th  street  and  Grand  avenue  in  Loe  Angeles,  the  plaintiff  might, 
notwithstanding  the  failure  to  denj  its  execution,  introduce  parol 
eridence  to  controvert  it  by  showing  mistake,  fraud  or  like  de- 
fense, or  that  it  had  no  connection  with  the  contract  sued  on; 
but,  in  the  absence  of  such  evidence,  the  instrument  stands  as  an 
exponent  of  the  facts  therein  set  out,  and  must  be  taken  for  what 
it  purports  on  its  face  to  mean.     (Id.) 

82.  Pbesumptivi  Knowledge — ^Impbopeb  Imstbugtion. — ^The  plaintiff, 
having  flailed  to  controvert  or  explain  the  check  by  parol  testi- 
monj,  must  be  presumed  to  have  had  full  knowledge  of  the  existence 
and  terms  of  the  memorandum  on  the  check,  when  delivered  to  him, 
and  before  it  passed  out  of  his  possession;  and  it  was  error  to  in- 
•truct  the  Jury  in  effect  that,  notwithstanding  th^  found  tha 
cheek  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  demand  sued  on,  they  must,  never- 
theless, in  order  to  render  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  find  the 
further  fact  that  plaintiff  was  aware  of  the  memorandum  written 
thereon,  when  delivered,  or  that  he  knew  of  the  writing  upon  the  check 
before  it  passed  out  of  his  possession.     (Id.) 

Sea  Corporations,  1-4;  Irrigation  District,  10-12;  Mechanics' 
Liens;  Mortgage,  13;  Party-wall;  Pleadings^  6-9;  Specifle  Per- 
formance. 

GOBPOBATION& 

1.  I>ISPOBinON    09    PbOPEBTT — AUTHOBFTT    OF    DiKBCTOKa — ^POWXB    OP 

Fbbsident. — ^A  corporation  can  only  act  in  relation  to  the  control 
and  disposition  of  its  property  through  its  board  of  directors,  or 
■ome  one  authorised  by  the  board.  Its  president  has  no  power, 
merely  by  virtue  of  his  office,  to  buy  or  sell  the  property  of  the 
eorporation  or  to  make  an  executory  contract  to  sell  its  property 
binding  upon  it.     (Northwestern  Packing  Co.  t.  Whitney,  105.) 

2.  Unauthobized  Ezscutobt  Contbagt  of  Sale — Corporation  not 

Estopped. — The  corporation  is  not  estopped  to  deny  the  validity  of 
an  unauthorized  executory  contract  of  its  president  to  sell  its  prop- 
arty,  to  which  the  corporate  seal  is  not  attached,  and  from  which  it 
has  derived  no  benefit  and  which  was  not  authorized  by  any  course 
•f  business  between  the  parties  nor  ratified  by  the  board  of  diree- 
ton.  (Id.) 
8.  Evidence— BT-LAW8  of  Cobp(»ation.— Where  a  corporation  is 
■ought  to  be  charged  for  breach  of  an  agreement  executed  by  its 
president  which  has  not  been  performed,  and  there  is  no  questioB 
of  estopi>el  or  ratification,  the  by-laws  of  the  corporation  aie  ad- 
missible in  evidence  to  show  that  the  president  mm  on\f  aathoriaed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


GOBPOSATIONS.  797 


CORPOBATIONS  (Contiiiued). 

to  ezecuta  ioBtrumentB  in  writing  which  have  been  flnt  approved 
bj  the  board  of  directors.  (Id.) 
4.  Bbokeb's  Commissiom  not  Allowablb— Psocubino  or  Pum- 
CHASEB8  Who  do  not  OoNTEiiCT. — ^A  broker's  eommissioii  upon  the 
unaathorized  contract  of  sale  made  by  the  president  of  the  corpora- 
tion is  not  chargeable  against  the  corporation  nor  is  it  allowable  na- 
der  the  terms  of  the  contract  made  by  the  president  by  reason  of  the 
mere  finding  of  purchasers  ready,  able  and  willing  to  purehase, 
where  there  was  no  agreement  to  purchase  and  no  sale  was  nego- 
tiated.   (Id.) 

6.  LlABIUTT    or   DntaOTOBS^MlSAFPBOFBUTION    or   MONXT   BT    Pbxsi- 

DKNT  NOT  Proved — ^Nonsuit* — The  liability  of  the  directors  of  a  cor- 
poration for  misappropriation  of  money  by  the  president  of  the  cor- 
poration is  limited  strictly  to  money  proved  to  have  been  misap- 
propriated by  him;  and  in  an  action  by  the  corporation  to  enforce 
such  liability,  where  the  evidence  fails  to  show  that  the  president 
misappropriated  any  moneys  belonging  to  the  corporation,  a  non- 
suit was  properly  granted.  (Hercules  Oil  Befining  Go.  r.  HockneU, 
702.) 

e.  Bights  or  Dibsgtobs — Action  on  Quantum  Mebuit— Formes  Judg- 
ment iNVALiDATmo  NOTES  NOT  ▲  Bae. — ^A  judgment  in  a  former 
action  against  a  corporation  based  upon  notes  issued  to  the  di- 
rectors of  the  corporation  by  their  own  votes,  which  were  adjudged 
invalid  and  were  canceled,  in  which  the  indebtedness  of  the  cor- 
poration upon  the  consideration  of  the  notes  was  not  passed  upon  or 
adjudicated,  is  not  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  cause  of  action  on  behalf 
of  the  directors,  based  upon  an  account  stated,  and  upon  a  ^fiMmtiMi 
fnenUt  for  services  rendered  and  for  money  loaned  and  money  ex- 
pended by  them  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  corporation.  (Bhively 
T.  Eureka  Tellurium  Gold  Min.  C6.,  236.) 

T.  Time  or  Account  Stated — ^Impued  Agreement — Suppoit  or 
Findino.^ — An  account  stated  by  the  corporation  in  favor  of  one 
who  afterward  became  its  director,  for  services  actually  performed 
and  money  advanced  prior  thereto,  is  valid  and  binding.  No  express 
agreement  was  required  to  be  shown,  but  a  finding  in  fbvor  of  the 
account  stated  is  suiflciently  based  upon  an  implied  agreement. 
(Id.) 

t.  INCURRINO  or  Just  Indebtedness  bt  Db  Faoto  Dibbctors. — ^The 
incurring  of  just  indebtedness  against  the  corporation  by  de  faeto 
directors,  cannot  be  impeached  by  showing  an  irregularity  in  their 
election.     (Id.) 

9.  Services  Bendebed  and  Monet  Advanced  bt  Directobs— Baou- 
LABiTT  or  Election — Supfobt  or  Finding. — If  there  is  any  differ- 
ence in  the  rule  that  the  directors  of  a  corporation  may  sue  the 
corporation  in  quantum  meruit  for  money  expended  and  services 
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performed  by  each  in  good  faith  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the 
corporation,  as  applied  to  de  jure  and  de  facto  directors,  it  ie  suffi- 
cient to  declare  that  a  finding  that  the  directors  were  regularlj 
elected  is  supported  by  sufficient  evidence  to  mako  it  binding  npoa 
this  court     (Id.) 

10.  Suffichncy  of  Evidbncb— Absxnos  ov  Pbejudigial  Ebbob. — 
Eeld,  that  the  evidence  is  sufficient  to  support  all  of  the  findings 
made  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  the  directors,  his  assignors,  and 
against  the  defendant  corporation  and  the  intervener,  upon  the 
daim  of  fraud  and  conspiracy  of  the  directors;  and  that  there  is 
no  prejudicial  error  in  the  rulings  of  the  court     (Id.) 

See   Estates   of  Deceased   Persons,   10,   11,   14,   15;    Municipal 
Corporations;  Receiver,  2-4, 

(X)STa 

L  PXBCENTAOB  IN  San  RtANGisoo. — ^In  a  litigated  ease  in  San  Fran- 

eisoo,  the  plaintiff  recovering  is  entitled  to  the  percentage  allowed 
\fj  the  statute  applicable  thereto  which  is  still  in  force.  (Allaopp 
T.  Joshua  Hendy  Machine  Works,  228.) 
8.  Legal  Pjcbcbktaob  in  San  Fbanoisoo — Statutb  not  Bepbaued. — 
The  act  of  February  9,  1866  (Stats.  1865-66),  regulating  the  re- 
eovery  of  a  percentage  in  litigated  cases  in  the  city  and  county 
of  San  Francisco  to  bo  included  in  the  judgment  against  the  ad- 
verse party,  was  not  repealed  by  the  fee  law  of  1895,  and  the  per- 
eentage  allowed  by  that  act  ia  still  recoverablo,  (Doyle  ▼•  Eschen, 
05.) 

Bee  Slander. 
GOUBTS.    See  Justice's  CSourt 

CRIMINAL  LAW. 

1.  Habbas  OoBPUEh— Nbw  Intoemation— Erbob  not  Bbyibwabul— 
Any  error  in  the  exercise  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  superior  court 
in  allowing  a  new  information  to  be  filed,  based  upon  a  correction 
by  the  magistrate  of  his  order  of  commitment,  without  a  re- 
examination, after  a  first  information  has  been  set  aside  as  not 
warranted  by  the  commitment,  or  any  irregularity  in  the  action 
of  the  magistrate,  affecting  the  substantial  rights  of  the  defendant, 
is  not  reviewable  upon  habeas  corpuSf  and  can  furnish  no  ground 
for  his  discharge.     (Ex  parte  Fowler,  549.) 

8.  iNrOBMATION     NOT     BASED     ON     ObOEB     OV     COICMITICENT — SeVTINO 

ABI7E. — An  information  upon  a  commitment  which  held  the  peti- 
tioner for  an  offense  different  from  that  charged  in  the  informa- 
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tios  iHifl  no  proper  basie  on  whieh  to  rest  The  distriet  %ttm» 
ney  waa  not  anthorized  to  file  it,  and  it  waa  proper!/  aet  aaida. 
(Id.) 

8.  PowxB  or  SuPKBiOB  CouBT— New  Information — Correction  of 
iRBXGUiiABiTT  BT  Maoibteate. — ^The  Superior  court  has  power,  upon 
■etting  aside  an  information  because  not  charging  the  oifense  for 
which  the  prisoner  has  been  committed,  or  because  of  anj  irregu- 
larity in  the  order  of  commitment,  to  order  a  new  information  to 
be  flled,  or  to  direct  any  irregularity  in  the  order  of  commitment 
to  be  rectified  by  the  magistrate,  and  a  new  information  based 
thereon  to  be  filed.     (Id.) 

4.  Ibbegulabitt  in  Commitmsnt — ^Assault  with  Intent  to  Mub- 
deb — Omission  of  Wobds — ''Maligb  Afobethouoht."— Where  it 
la  clear  that  the  magistrate  intended  to  hold  the  defendant  to 
answer  for  an  assault  with  a  deadly  weapon  with  intent  to  commit 
murder,  and  the  attempt  was  merely  ineffectual  for  want  of  the 
technical  words  "with  malice  aforethought,"  necessary  to  the  com- 
plete description  of  the  crime,  it  appears  that  the  omission  amounta 
only  to  an  irregularity,  which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  magis- 
trate to  correct,  upon  being  ordered  to  do  so  by  the  snperior  eourt. 
(Id.) 

5.  Lapse  of  Thibtt  Days  Afteb  Examination — "QiXJiD  Cavbm**  worn 
Delay. — It  seems  that  section  809  of  the  Penal  Code  requiring  an 
information  to  be  filed  within  thirty  days  after  the  order  of  com- 
mitment has  no  reference  to  a  new  information  filed,  upon  a  eor- 
lacted  order,  after  the  original  has  been  set  aside;  but  if  that 
section  should  be  deemed  applicable  the  conditions  which  gave  liae 
to  the  necessity  for  the  filing  of  the  new  information  more  than 
thirl7  days  after  the  original  order  constitute  "good  cause''  for 
the  delay  contemplated  by  section  1382  of  the  Penal  Code.     (Id.) 

6L  Be-ezamination  not  Bequired  upon  Cobbection  of  Oommit- 
MENTd — ^Where  the  magistrate  is  directed  by  the  court  to  correct 
an  irregularil7  in  the  order  of  commitment  after  an  information 
has  been  set  aside,  it  is  unnecessary  for  the  magistrate  to  go  into 
a  re-eiamination  of  the  charge  in  order  to  make  the  correction 
which  would  justify  a  new  information  upon  the  original  charge. 
(Id.) 

7.  AssAuxA  WITH  Intent  to  Commit  Bapb— Sufficienct  of  Infor- 
mation.— ^An  information  charging  an  assault  with  intent  to  commit 
rape  upon  a  female  child  of  the  age  of  tax  years,  which  states  tha 
acts  constituting  the  offense  in  ordinary  and  concise  language, 
and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  enable  a  person  of  common  understand- 
ing to  know  what  waa  intended,  is  sufficient,  (People  T.  GolliBa, 
€54.) 
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8.  Assault  upon  Fiicalb  Child — Abssnoi  oy  Gonsbnt— BmsTANd 
BT  IiAW^ — ^An  MBEult  with  intent  to  commit  rape  upon  a  female 
ehild  under  the  age  of  sixteen  jean  cannot  be  hy  consent,  as  the 
law  resietB  for  her.  (Id.) 
••  Intent  to  Commit  IUps— Ciboumstantial  Bvidenob. — ^The  biteni 
to  commit  rape  need  not  be  proved  hj  direct  eridenee.  It  it  t  qaee- 
tion  of  fact,  and  maj  be  proved  bj  inference  from  the  acts  and 
conduct  of  the  defendant,  and  the  circumetancee  of  the  case.     (Id.) 

10.  Competxnct  of  Witness  or  Tendsb  Yeabs— Discretion. — ^The 
question  of  the  competency  of  a  witness  of  tender  years  is  one 
peculiarly  within  the  discretion  of  the  trial  court.     (Id.) 

11.  BwxAKiNO  OY  Witness — Objection  upon  Apfeai* — ^Where  there  is 
nothing  in  the  record  to  show  that  the  child  was  not  sworn,  and  the 
bill  of  exception  states  that  she  was  sworn,  and  no  objection  was 
made  to  the  testimony  of  the  child  on  the  ground  that  she  was  not 
sworn,  no  objection  to  her  testimony  on  that  ground  can  be  raised 
for  the  first  time  upon  appeal.     (Id.) 

12.  Examination  ov  Child — ^Admonition  oy  Defendant's  Counsel. — 
During  the  examination  of  the  timid  child,  the  court  properly  ad- 
monished the  defendant's  counsel  not  to  stand  within  the  railing, 
when  the  child  was  thereby  disconcerted.     (Id.) 

18.  Habeas  Cobpus — ^Embezzlement— Unlawpul  Commitment — Stat- 
ute OP  Limitations. — ^A  prisoner  who  is  held  to  answer  upon  a 
criminal  charge  of  embezzlement,  which  is  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations  of  three  years  after  the  commission  of  the  offense, 
is  unlawfully  imprisoned  without  reasonable  or  probable  cause,  and 
is  entitled  to  be  discharged  upon  a  writ  of  habeaa  oorpui.  (Ev 
parte  Vice,  153.) 

14.  Embezzlement   bt   Passengeb    Agent  op   Bailboad  Company^ 

Knowledge  op  Officials — Demand  Unnecessabt. — ^Where  the  de- 
fendant as  passenger  agent  of  a  railroad  company  embezzled  money 
for  the  sale  of  tickets  hj  appropriating  the  same  to  his  own  use, 
which  was  known  to  the  officers  of  the  company  when  he  left  its 
employment,  no  demand  for  its  retom  was  necessary  to  constitute 
the  offense.     (Id.) 

15.  Besidenob  in  8tat»~-Assumed  Namr— Bttnnino  op  Statute^ — 
Where  the  defendant  resided  in  this  state  from  the  time  of  the  com- 
mission of  the  offense,  the  fact  that  he  used  an  assumed  name  in 
another  part  of  the  state  does  not  constitute  any  exception  to  pre- 
vent the  running  of  the  statute  of  limitations.  He  was  "an  in- 
habitant of  or  usuaUy  resident  within  the  state,''  no  matter  what 
name  he  assumed.     (Id.) 

16.  Pksliminaet  Examination  fob  Oband  Labcent— Jubisdictiov  op 
Jubtiob  op  the  Peace— Tbul  fob  Petit  Laboknt.— Where  a  jmh 
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tictt  of  tho  peace,  acting  as  a  committing  magistrate,  eondocti 
a  preliminary  examination  upon  a  charge  of  grand  larceny,  he  hae 
no  jurisdiction  in  the  same  proceeding,  without  the  interposition 
ef  the  formal  complaint  required  bj  section  1426  of  the  Penal  Code, 
ts  order  the  defendant  to  appear  before  him  upon  a  trial  for  petit 
larceny.  Such  action  is  a  mere  attempted  usurpation  of  power  and 
is  wholly  nugatory  and  void.     (People  ▼.  Swain,  421.) 

17.  Indictiunt  vqe  Gran]>  Labcbnt — ^Dismissal  bt  Justiob  oy  trx 
Pkacs  not  a  Bas. — ^Where,  upon  the  subsequent  finding  of  an  indict- 
ment for  grand  larceny,  the  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  motion  of 
the  district  attorney,  dismissed  the  proceeding  before  him  for  petit 
larceny,  the  defendant  cannot  plead  such  dismissal  as  an  acquittal 
of  the  lesser  offense  and  a  bar  to  prosecution  under  the  Indict- 
ment.    (Id.) 

18.  Gkand  Labcent — Support  oy  Verdict. — ^Where,  upon  the  trial  of 
a  charge  of  grand  larceny,  there  was  legal  evidenee  tending  to 
prove  the  charge,  the  verdict  of  conviction  is  absolutely  final,  and 
cannot  be  reviewed  upon  appeal  on  the  sole  ground  of  insufficiency 
of  the  evidence  to  support  the  verdict.     (People  v.  Meyers,  674.) 

19.  Charge  ot  MuRDE2^— Issue  as  to  Death  vbou  Abortion — Errob 
IN  Instruction — Conviction  or  Manslaughtert— New  Trial. — 
Where  a  defendant  charged  with  murder  was  tried  for  the  crime 
of  death  caused  by  abortion,  and  convicted  of  manslaughter,  under 
an  improper  instruction  on  that  question,  for  which  error  the  cause 
was  remanded  for  a  new  trial  by  the  supreme  court,  the  conviction 
for  manslaughter,  though  held  erroneous,  was  an  acquittal  of  the 
charge  of  murder,  and  the  new  trial  must  be  limited  to  the  charge 
of  manslaughter.  (Huntington  v.  Superior  Court  of  the  Cify  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  288.) 

20.  Prohibition  Against  Second  Trial  fob  Murder— Liiiitation  oy 
Pbnai/tt. — ^The  writ  of  prohibition  will  lie  to  prevent  a  second  trial 
upon  the  charge  of  murder  caused  by  abortion,  notwithstanding  a 
proposed  limitation  of  the  penalty  to  manslaughter.     (Id.) 

21.  LnoTATiON  OY  Evidence. — The  charge  of  manslaughter  is  not  in- 

cluded in  the  charge  of  death  procured  by  abortion,  and  cannot 
be  proved  by  evidence  of  that  offense.  It  can  only  be  proved  hj 
evidence  of  facts  included  in  the  legal  definition  of  manslaughter. 
(M.) 

22.  MuRDSfr— Expert  Evidence— -Hypothetical  Question. — ^In  a  prose- 
cution for  murder,  a  medicsj  expert  testifying  for  the  prosecution 
may  be  asked  a  hypothetical  question  based  upon  the  evidence  for 
the  prosecution.  It  was  not  necessary  that  it  should  include  all 
ef  the  evidence  in  the  case.     (People  T.  James,  437.) 

i  CaL  App.— fil 
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23.  Waivxb  oy  OBjsonoN  to  HTPOTHxnoAL  QuESTiDK — IicntoPEE  Ob- 
jection.— An  objection  to  the  form  of  a  hypothetical  question  aa 
inyolving  a  concluBion,  which  was  not  urged  in  the  Bnperior  court, 
and  which  could  not  prejudice  the  defendant.  Is  waived  and  a 
general  objection  that  the  question  was  a  "  hypothetical  question 
not  warranted  bj  law,''  raises  no  issue  and  amounts  to  nothing. 
(Id.) 

84.  INSTBUCTIONS— BUBOSN    OY    FBOOY    A8    TO    ELEMENTS   OY     CRIIIB. — 

An  instruction  that  "each  and  every  fact  and  circumstance  relied 
upon  by  the  prosecution  must  be  proved  by  the  evidence  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt,  and  if  the  jury  are  not  satisfied  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  that  each  such  fact  and  circumstance  has  been 
proven,  it  is  your  duty  to  find  a  verdict  of  not  guilty, ''  is  not 
prejudicial  to  the  defendant,  and  is  to  be  construed  with  other 
instructions  given  wherein  the  people's  duty  to  prove  beyond  a 
reasonable  doubt  all  the  elements  of  the  crime  charged  was  clearly 
set  forth.     (Id.) 

9S.  PassuMPTiON  07  Innocence— Instruction  Requested  bt  Defend- 
ant.— The  defendant  cannot  complain  of  an  instruction  requested 
bj  himself,  ''that  the  presumption  of  innocence  attaches  at  eveiy 
stage  of  the  case  and  to  every  fact  essential  to  a  conviction,  and 
remains  with  the  defendant  throughout  the  trial  until  the  eontrary 
is  established  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt"     (Id.) 

20.  HouidDE  BT  OmcEit— Refusal  of  Instructions — ^Presumption 
of  Official  Duty. — ^Where  an  officer  was  charged  with  murder, 
the  court  properly  refused  to  instruct  the  jury  ''that  the  law  pre- 
sumes that,  if  the  defendant  was  an  officer  and  acting  as  such  at 
the  time  of  the  alleged  homicide,  he  was  doing  his  duty,"  as  it 
conveys  the  misleading  suggestion  that  if  the  defendant  was  an 
officer  he  had  the  right  to  kiU  the  deceased.     (Id.) 

87.  Obtaining  Monet  bt  False  Pretenses — ^Proov  of  One  False 
Pretense  Sufficient. — In  a  prosecution  for  obtaining  money  under 
false  pretenses,  where  several  pretenses  enter  into  the  transaction, 
proof  of  one  of  them  constituting  an  operative  cause  is  sufficient 
to  support  the  verdict  of  conviction.  Where  the  false  pretenses 
made  to  a  firm  from  whom  the  money  was  obtained  were  that  a 
draft  for  $5,000  had  been  mailed  to  the  firm  for  defendant's  credit 
and  that  he  was  employing  several  men  whom  the  money  was  needed 
to  pay,  it  is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict  that  the  latter  repre- 
sentation was  proved,  whether  the  former  was  sufficientlj  proved 
or  not.     (People  ▼.  Ward,  36.) 

£8.  Proof  of  False  Representation  as  to  Draft — Conduct  of  De- 
fendant.— In  determining  whether  the  false  representation  as  to 
the  draft  was  proved,  the  jury  was  authorized  to  consider  the  acta 
and  conduct  of  the  defendant;  and  the  fact  that  the  defendant  never 
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called  upon  the  llrm  after  obtaining  their  money,  nor  made  any 
inquiry  about  the  $5,000  draft,  and  three  months  after  the  transse* 
tion  was  found  seven  hundred  miles  from  the  scene  thereof,  in  tha 
absence  of  explanatory  circumstances,  is  convincing  evidence  that 
BO  draft  had  been  ordered,  and  that  none  was  expected.     (Id.) 

29.  SiioLAB  Falbi  Statements — Cosbobobation  ov  PBossoirriNO  Wi^ 
KBss— ScHXiCB  so  COMMIT  Gbimb. — ^Whero  the  defendant  denied  all 
the  statements  of  the  prosecuting  witness,  the  court  properly  al- 
lowed the  testimony  of  another  witness,  that  on  the  day  of  the 
procurement  of  the  money,  and  inferentially  before  it  was  procured, 
defendant  stated  to  the  witness  that  he  was  expecting  a  draft 
of  $5,000,  and  also  a  shipment  of  tools  for  men  he  was  employing, 
which  he  wished  to  store  with  the  witness,  but  which  were  not  re- 
eeived,  as  being  corroborative  of  the  testimony  of  the  prosecuting 
witness,  and  as  being  material  and  cogent  evidence  of  a  scheme  of 
defendant  to  commit  the  subsequent  crime.     (Id.) 

80.  Independent     Statements     Inconsistent     with     Betendant's 

Claim — Pbeliminabt  Pboov  not  Bequibed. — ^Independent  state- 
ments of  the  defendant,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  defendant's 
claim  and  not  amounting  to  a  confession,  may  be  proved  against  him 
•8  an  admission,  without  the  requirement  of  preliminary  proof. 
(Id.) 

81.  OBTAiNiNa  Monet  TJndeb  False  Pbbtenses — Suiticienot  or  In- 

roBMATiON. — An  information  for  obtaining  money  under  false 
pretenses  from  a  person  alleged  to  be  its  owner,  with  intent  to 
cheat  and  defraud  him,  and  with  original  intent  to  cheat  and  de- 
fraud another  person  named,  is  not  defective,  because  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  accomplished  his  purpose  as  to  such  other  person, 
nor  because  it  does  not  allege  the  purpose  for  which  the  owner 
paid  the  money  to  the  defendant  It  is  sufficient  that  the  informa- 
tion contains  every  allegation  necessary  to  charge  the  defendant 
with  the  commission  of  the  offense  against  the  owner  of  the  money, 
(People  V.  Hines,  122.) 

82.  False  Pbetbnse  of  Ownebship  or  Bbstaxtbant. — ^Where,  to  obtain 

the  money,  the  defendant  falsely  represented  that  he  owned  a  res- 
taurant, and  the  personal  property  therein,  which  he  did  not  own, 
it  is  immaterial  what  other  person  owned  it.     (Id.) 

88.  PuBPOSx  AND  Mode  oy  Detbaudino  Owneb— Question  rem  Pbooy. 
The  question  as  to  how  the  false  pretense  was  calculated  to  defraud 
the  owner  of  the  money,  whether  by  a  loan  of  money  or  by  a  pur- 
ported sale,  was  a  matter  to  be  shown  1^  the  evidence.     (Id.) 

84.  Possession  or  Bbstaiibant  bt  Detendani^— Yalux  Immatebiau — 
When  the  defendant  was  in  charge  of  the  restaurant  when  the  falsa 
pretense  was  made,  the  court  properly  excluded  evidence  of  its  valaa 
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M  being  immaterial,  the  only  important  qnestion  of  valne  being  tbat 
of  the  money  obtained  by  the  false  pretense  of  ownership.     (Id.) 

85.  CdNPLiCT  OF  Evidence — Support  or  Verdict. — ^Where  the  eridenee 
it  conflicting  as  to  whether  the  defendant  was  the  owner  of  the  restau- 
rant, and  as  to  whether  he  was  authorized  by  the  owner  to  aell 
it,  the  appellate  court  will  not  disturb  the  verdict  of  the  jury  against 
the  defendant  or  th«  ruling  of  the  court  in  denying  his  motion  for  a 
new  triaL     (Id.) 

86.  Form  oy  Verdict— Surplusaoe—Ubs  or  STNONTicotrs  Tsucs — 
PORM  NOT  Prejudicial.— A  general  verdict  finding  ''the  defendant 
guilty  as  charged"  ia  sufficient,  and  the  words  appended  thereto, 
"and  that  the  property  obtained  was  of  the  amount  of  $200/'  might 
be  eliminated  as  surplusage;  yet,  where  the  offense  charged  was  the 
obtaining  of  $200  lawful  money  of  the  United  States,  the  word 
''amount,"  used  with  referen^^-e  thereto,  is  synonymous  with 
''value";  and  the  form  of  the  verdict  shows  no  substantiai  error 
prejudicial  to  the  rights  of  the  defendants.     (Id.) 

87.  Passing  Ficrrnous  BiUi  ov  Nonexistent  Bank— SuFncuNOT  or 
Information. — ^An  information  which  charges  the  defendant  with 
passing  a  fictitious  bill  of  a  bank  not  in  existence  with  intent  to 
eheat  and  defraud  the  complaining  witness,  and  with  knowledge  of  the 
false  and  fictitious  character  of  the  bill  and  of  the  nonexistence 
of  the  bank  named  in  the  bill  at  the  time  he  passed  the  bill, 
fuffidently  sets  forth  every  essential  element  of  the  offense  for  which 
punishment  is  provided  in  section  476  of  the  Penal  Code.  (People 
T*  Harben,  29.) 

88.  SofficiENOT    OY    Evidence — ^Iiocaterial    Facts — Original    Gen- 

uineness— ^Incompleteness. — ^Evidence  showing  that  the  bill  as 
passed  by  defendant  was  double,  and  that  the  two  bills  as  pasted 
together  were  in  effect  a  simulation  of  a  current  bank  note,  and 
were  evidently  prepared  with  the  purpose  of  concealing  their  real 
eharacter,  and  as  passed  were  not  ''genuine,''  but  were  ''false'' 
biUs  of  a  nonexistent  bank,  and  were  intended  to  defraud  and  de- 
ceive the  complaining  witness,  and  had  that  effect,  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  the  jury  in  convicting  the  defendant.  In  view  of  such 
evidence,  it  is  not  material  whether  the  bills  may  have  been  originally 
genuine  when  they  left  the  bank,  nor  whether  they  were  originally 
incomplete  and  illegally  issued.     (Id.) 

89.  Evidence — Similar  Crimes — ^Knowledge  or  Character  or  Biii« — 
Praudulent  Intention — Systematic  Scheme.— Evidence  of  similar 
erimes  to  show  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  bill  alleged  to 
have  been  fraudulently  uttered  must  be  confined  to  prior  passage 
of  other  fraudulent  bills;  but  on  the  question  of  fraudulent  in- 
tention,  and   to   show  a   systematic   scheme   to   defraud,   similar 
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offenMB  labeequent  to  the  ntteranoe  of  the  bill  in  question  msj  be 
proved.    (Id.) 

40.  BXMOTZNXSS   OF   EVIDENCK— DOGTSINB   OF    PBOBABILmES — QUESTION 

FOB  CounT. — Coneeding  that  the  evidenee  of  ramilar  offenses  is  based 
upon  the  doctrine  of  chances  or  probabilities,  their  remoteness  in 
time  and  similarity  of  the  instmment  become  matters  affect- 
ing  the  weight  rather  than  the  admissibilitj  of  the  evidence.  If 
the  evidence  has  any  application  under  the  rule,  whether  or  not 
it  has  sufficient  weight  to  entitle  it  to  be  submitted  to  the  jury  is 
a  question  for  the  determination  of  the  trial  court.     (Id.) 

41.  Question  of  Alibi — ^Pboof  of  Bubssquent  Offense — ^Idbntitt^ — 

If  the  evidence  of  another  offense  tends  to  establish  an  intent  to 
defraud,  and  is  admissible  for  that  purpose,  it  will  not  be  rejected 
merely  because  it  may  also  tend  to  prove  the  identitr  of  the  per- 
son who  committed  the  crime  being  tried;  this  rule  is  not  affected 
1^  the  fact  that  the  defense  is  an  alibL     (Id.) 

42.  Construction  of  Penal  Codi — Amendment.— The  amendment  of 

section  470  of  the  Penal  Code  in  1895  did  not  affect  section  476 
thereof,  under  which  the  defendant  was  prosecuted.  (Id.) 
48.  Bapk— Cboss-examination  of  Pbosecutriz — Complaint  Undsb 
Threat  of  Imprisonment. — ^Upon  a  prosecution  for  rape  by  sexual 
intercourse  with  a  girl  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  it  was  prejudi- 
eial  error  to  refuse  to  aUow  the  defendant  to  show  upon  cross-ex- 
amination of  the  prosecutrix,  as  affecting  her  credibility,  that  at 
the  time  of  making  the  complaint  she  was  under  arrest  for  vagrancy, 
and  had  been  threatened  with  imprisonment  if  she  did  not  swear  to 
the  complaint,  and  that  acting  under  fear  thereof  she  was  induced 
to  swear  thereto.     (People  v.  Mitchell,  45.) 

44.  Bape — Trial — Continuance — ^Absence  of  Material  Witness — ^In- 

sufficient Admission  bt  District  Attorney. — ^Upon  a  prosecu- 
tion for  rape,  it  was  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  postpone  the 
trial,  on  motion  of  the  defendant,  for  the  absence  of  a  material 
witness,  who  had  been  duly  served  with  subpoena,  but  who  was  too 
ill  to  attend,  and  whose  testimony  set  forth  in  the  affidavit  would 
prove  an  alibi  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  crime,  merely  because 
of  an  admission  by  the  district  attorney  that  the  witness  would 
testify  to  everything  that  is  material  in  the  affidavit  without  ad- 
mitting the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  therein.  Such  action  of  the 
eourt  involves  a  denial  of  the  constitutional  right  of  the  defendant 
to  have  the  witness  orally  examined  in  court  (People  v.  Pong 
Chung,  587.) 

45.  EvioENGS— Venereal  Disease  of  Prosecutrix — Absence  of  Dis- 
ease OF  Defendant. — Upon  the  trial  of  the  prosecution  for  rape, 
it  was  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  permit  the  defendant  to 
prove  that  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offense  the  prosecutrix  mm 
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afflicted  with  venereal  chancroids;  that  she  had  had  promisenons 
intercourse  with  a  great  number  of  other  persons  before  that  time, 
and  that  the  defendant  has  never  in  his  life  had  that  disease.     (Id.) 

48.  Failubs  to  Makk  Outcbt — ^Iicpeisonmekt  or  Witnxss^— It  was 
error  for  the  court  to  refuse  to  permit  the  defendant  to  prove 
that  the  gixl  made  no  outcry,  and  that  she  was  kept  under  im- 
prisonment, and  was  allowed  to  see  no  one  but  the  sheriff  and  his 
deputies,  and  the  district  attorney  and  his  deputies  and  detectives. 
Bueh  testimony  should  have  been  aUowed  as  affecting  the  credibility 
of  the  witness.     (Id.) 

47.  Ebbob  m  AUiOavino  iNsui/rmo  Cboss-ezamination— Facts  Im- 
plied wiTHoxn?  Pboof. — It  was  error  to  allow  the  district  attorney 
to  ask  indecent,  improper  and  insulting  questions  on  cross-exami- 
nation of  a  witness  for  defendant  as  to  particular  wrongful  acts, 
tending  to  degrade  his  character,  and  to  create  the  belief  that  de- 
fendant was  in  the  habit  of  seducing  young  girls,  without  any  proof 
thereof.  The  fact  that  the  witness  denied  that  the  facts  involved 
in  the  questions  were  true  did  not  cure  the  error  in  allowing  ques- 
tions in  violation  of  sections  2051,  2065  and  2066  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure.  These  provisions  apply  alike  to  the  protection 
of  all  witnesses.     (Id.) 

48.  Bapk — ^Motion    to  Set    Aside    Invobmation — Leoalitt  of    Com- 

mitment.— ^Where  the  only  ground  of  a  motion  to  set  aside  an 
information  for  rape  was  that  the  defendant  was  not  legally 
committed  by  a  magistrate,  evidence  of  a  commitment  indorsed  on 
the  complaint  and  signed  by  the  committing  magistrate,  stating 
that  ''it  appearing  to  me  the  offense,  to  wit,  felony  rape,  in  the 
within  complaint  mentioned  has  been  committed  and  there  is  suffi- 
cient cause  to  believe  the  within  Amadeo  Bianchino  fi^ty  thereof, 
I  order  that  he  be  held  to  answer  the  same, ' '  etc.,  shows  an  order  in 
strict  accord  with  the  requirement  of  section  872  of  the  Penal 
Code.     (People  t.  Bianchino,  633.) 

49.  Vabiangs  not  Uboed — ^Vabiance  in  Date  Unimpobtant. — ^Where 
no  ground  of  variance  in  the  description  of  the  offense  was  urged 
upon  the  motion,  it  cannot  be  considered  as  a  ground  thereof.  But 
where  it  appears  that  only  one  offense  was  committed,  a  mere 
variance  in  the  date  thereof  between  the  complaint  and  informa- 
tion is  unimportant.     (Id.) 

60.  Evidbnob — ^Rapb  of  Child — ^Bemotenbss  of  Complaint— Infec- 
tion OF  Yenebeal  Disease. — ^Where  the  rape  was  committexi  upon 
a  child  five  years  of  age  who  was  incompetent  to  testify,  and 
the  child  became  infected  with  a  venereal  disease  as  the  result  of 
the  rape,  the  complaint  of  pain  by  the  child,  and  as  to  the  cause 
of  it,  was  not  too  remote  under  the  circumstances.  The  rule  of 
corroboration  does  not  apply  where  the  child  is  of  too  tender  an  age 
to  testify.    (Id.) 
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SI.  Bktusai.  to  Allow  Defendant's  Physician  to  Examine  Ghild^ 
Harmless  Bulino. — Held,  that  tho  refusal  of  the  eourt  to  allow 
defendant's  physician  to  examine  the  child  was  hannless  in  view 
of  the  facts.     (Id.) 

62.  Oedee  ov  Pboof — Gobpub  Delicti — ^Discretion. — The  order  of 
proof  is  largely  within  the  discretion  of  the  conrt  The  corpus 
delicti  should  ordinarily  be  shown  first;  but  unless  it  dearly  appears 
that  defendant  was  prejudiced  by  a  ruling  permitting  other  evidence 
before  the  carpus  delicti  was  established,  such  ruling  will  not  justify 
a  reversal.     (Id.) 

63.  BoBBERT — Evidence — ^Declaration  or  CoNSPiRiLTORS — Circumbtan- 
tul  Evidence  of  Conspibact. — ^Upon  a  trial  for  robbery,  where 
the  prosecution  sought  to  prove  a  conspiracy  to  commit  the  crime, 
BO  as  to  justify  evidence  of  the  declaration  of  a  co-conspirator  that 
the  prosecuting  witness  had  ''lots  of  money,"  the  conspiracy  need 
not  be  established  by  direct  evidence  of  the  common  design,  but 
may  be  shown  by  circumstantial  evidence  sufficient  to  establish 
a  prima  facie  case  of  an  agreement  to  eommit  the  crime.  (People 
▼.  Stokes,  205.) 

64.  Order  of  Proof  of  Declaration  and  Conspiracy — ^Discretion  of 
Court — ^Code  Provision  not  Mandatory. — The  order  in  which  the 
proof  of  the  declaration  of  the  co-conspirator  and  of  the  existence 
of  the  conspiracy  may  be  admitted  rests  largely  in  the  discretion  of 
the  trial  court,  which  may  permit  the  declaration  to  be  first  proved, 
nnder  a  proposal  of  the  prosecution  to  supply  proof  of  the  con- 
spiracy to  rob.  The  provision  of  subdivision  6  of  section  1870  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  allowing  proof  of  the  act  or  declaration 
of  a  conspirator,  after  proof  of  the  conspiracy,  is  not  mandatozy. 
(Id.) 

55.  Evidence  Tending  to  Show  Conspiracy — Qxtsstiom  foe  Jury — 
Instruction — Conclusiveness  of  Vebdiot. — ^Where  all  the  evi- 
dence bearing  upon  the  question  of  the  aUeged  conspiracy  tends 
to  prove  it,  its  existence  is  a  question  of  fbct  for  the  determination 
of  the  jury;  and  where,  under  proper  instructions  as  to  the  effect 
of  reasonable  doubt  on  that  question,  the  jury  found  that  the  agree- 
ment of  the  conspirators  to  rob  was  made,  its  Terdiet  is  conclusive 
of  that  fact.     (Id.) 

56.  Dual  Function  of  Evidence  of  Conspiracy — Oun/r  of  Defend- 
ant.— ^The  evidence  of  the  independent  fticts  and  circumstances 
which  show  the  conspiracy  to  rob  may  at  the  same  time  supply  evi- 
dence tending  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  defendant  on  trial;  but  the 
fact  that  it  performs  such  dual  function  is  no  reason  for  excluding 
It     (Id.) 

67.  Existence  of  Money  Bobbed — ^Knowledge  by  One  Conspirator 
Imputable  so  All. — The  existence  of  the  conspiracy  to  rob  ths 
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prosecuting  witness  being  proved,  the  knowledge  of  one  of  the  con- 
spirators, however  acquired,  that  he  had  a  large  sum  of  monej,  if 
acquired  at  any  time  before  the  consummation  of  the  crime,  was  im- 
putable to  all  of  the  conspirators,  including  the  defendant  on  triaL 

(la.) 

58.  iMPEAOHiMO  EviDXKGK— FoxTNDATioK  KOT  LAID.— Witnesses  for  the 
prosecution  cannot  be  impeached  bj  their  evidence  given  on  a  for- 
mer trial  where  no  foundation  was  laid  for  such  impeachment  as 
required  in  section  2052  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure.     (Id.) 

69.  Admission  by  Defendant  not  Aicountino  to  Conrssion— Pbs- 
LiMiNART  Pboof  NOT  BEquiBXD. — ^An  admission  made  bjr  the  de- 
fendant in  conversation  with  the  sheriff  while  in  custody,  not  involv- 
ing a  confession  of  the  crime,  which  was  negatived  by  him,  but 
tending  in  connection  with  other  facts  proved  to  show  his  guilt, 
was  admissible  in  evidence  against  him,  without  any  preliminary 
proof  that  the  admission  was  voluntarily  made.     (Id.) 

€0.  Ebbob  not  Ajfectino  Substantial  Bights^ — ^Any  error  in  the  ad- 
mission of  evidence  or  in  any  ruling  of  the  court,  not  appearing  to 
affect  the  substantial  rights  of  the  defendant,  must  be  disregarded. 
(Id.) 

61.  Delay  in  Passing  Sentence — ^Postponbicent— O'ubisdiotion  mot 
IX)8T. — The  delay  in  passing  sentence  upon  the  defendant  at  the 
time  fixed  therefor,  and  the  postponement  thereof  for  thirty-five 
days,  shows  no  loss  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to  pronounce 
sentence.    (Id.) 

62.  JiiDGMENT  or  Sentence  No  Paet  or  Tbial. — ^Pronouncing  judg- 

ment, which  is  the  formal  declaration  of  sentence,  is  not  the  trial, 
nor  any  part  thereof,  within  the  meaning  of  section  18,  article  I 
of  the  constitution.     (Id.) 

6S.  End  of  Tbial— Yebdiot. — The  trial  ended  with  the  announcement 
of  the  verdict  of  the  jury  upon  the  issue  of  fact  submitted  to  it  for 
its  decision.     (Id.) 

64.  ItOBBEBY — SUPPOBT  OF  V£BDICT--OONFLICTINO  EVIDENGB— FOBCE  AND 

Fbab. — ^Upon  a  prosecution  for  robbery,  where  the  evidence  is  con- 
flicting as  to  the  identity  of  the  defendant,  the  jury  are  the  sole 
judges  of  the  credibility  of  the  witnesses  and  the  weight  of  the 
conflicting  evidence;  and  where  the  complainant's  description  of 
the  occurrence  up  to  the  time  of  the  delivery  of  her  purse  to  her  as- 
sailant shows  that  it  was  delivered  through  force  and  fear,  the  tak- 
ing involved  the  crime  of  larceny,  but  embodies  every  element  of  the 
crime  of  robbery.     (People  ▼.  White,  329.) 

65.  Motive— Robbeby  and  Bate — ^Instbuction — ^PBESUMPTiOK.^-Whers 

the  evidence  indicates  a  motive  and  intent  to  commit  both  robbery 
and  rape,  and  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  the  assault  was 
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for  tlie  purpose  of  rape,  and  if  tliere  was  no  intent  to  rob,  and  no 
taking  of  the  pnrse  bj  force  or  fear,  the  defendant  should  be  ae- 
qnittedy  it  must  be  presumed  that  the  jury  did  its  dut/  in  heeding 
the  instruetion.     (Id.) 

00.  QnxsTioNs  or  Faot— Conolubivi  Dbtebmination.— The  credibilitj 
of  the  eomplaining  witness  and  the  preponderance  of  the  evidence, 
and  also  what  intent  and  motive  were  established  bj  the  evidence 
were  questions  of  fact,  which  were  condusivelj  determined  bj  the 
superior  court  in  denying  the  motion  f  er  a  new  tzial,  and  cannot 
be  considered  bj  the  appellate  court.    (Id.) 

07*  iNSTBUOnONS    NOT   C0N]liI03!ZN0    AS   TO    INTENT   AND   MOTIVX. — ^Thc 

instruction  dealing  with  the  hypothesis  of  intent  to  commit  rape 
without  intent  to  rob  did  not  conflict  with  another  instruction  deal- 
ing with  the  hypothesis  of  robbery,  notwithstanding  an  assault  may 
have  been  made  for  some  other  purpose  or  motive.     (Id.) 

00.  Inapplicabli  Bequests. — Instructions  given  to  the  jury  must 
always  be  adapted  to  the  evidence  and  circumstances  of  the  case 
on  trial,  and  requests  for  instructions  by  the  defendant  which  were 
inapplicable  thereto  were  properly  refused.     (Id.) 

00.  IMPBOPEB  "Remark  by  Disteict  Attorney — Statement  Oxttsidb 
ow  Reoori>— Question  not  Presented  to  Trial  Court. — ^An  im- 
proper remark  by  the  district  attorney  as  to  matter  outside  of  the 
record  is  not  ground  of  reversal,  where  the  attention  of  the  court 
was  not  called  to  the  matter  at  the  time,  and  no  opportunity  was 
given  to  the  trial  court  to  correct  the  abuse,  where  the  effect  of 
the  remark  could  have  been  removed  by  an  instruction  to  the  jury 
to  disregard  it.     (Id.) 

70.  Failure  to  Bequest  Instructions. — The  failure  of  the  court  to 
instruct  the  jury  upon  any  proposition  deemed  essential  by  the  de- 
fendant is  not  to  be  regarded  as  error  unless  the  defendant  made 
a  request  for  said  instruction.     (Id.) 

71.  Criminal  Proposal  by  Defendant  to  Prosecution — Wbittxn 
Statement — ^Bioht  of  Cross-examination  not  Invaded. — ^The 
fact  that  the  prosecutrix  was  allowed  to  give  a  written  rather  than 
an  oral  statement  of  a  criminal  proposal  made  to  her  by  the  de- 
fendant at  the  time  of  the  assault  was  not  an  invasion  of  the  right 
of  cross-examination.     (Id.) 

72.  Double  View  of  Premises — Absence  of  Judge — ^Waiver  of  Ob- 
jection^— The  absence  of  the  judge  from  a  first  view  by  the  jury 
of  the  premises  where  the  alleged  robbery  was  committed  was  erro- 
neous, but  where  the  jury  was  properly  instructed  and  there  was 
no  timely  objection  to  his  absence,  and  where  the  judge  fully  in- 
structed the  jury  to  disregard  all  impressions  received  upon  the  first 
view,  and  another  view  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  judgt 
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without  objection,  there  was  no  ground  for  granting  a  new  trial 
by  reason  of  the  absence  of  the  judge  during  the  first  view.     (Id.) 

73.  Indictment — ^Vaudity — DisQUALincATioN  or  Grand  Juboes. — The 
validity  of  an  indictment  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  one  of 
its  members  was  qualified  because  he  had  served  in  and  been  dis- 
charged as  a  juror  in  the  superior  court  within  one  year,  nor  by 
the  fact  that  two  others  were  disqualified  because  they  were  not 
assessed  upon  the  last  assessment-roll  of  the  eounty.  (Kitts  v. 
Superior  Court  of  Nevada  County,  462.) 

74.  CONSTBQCTION  OF  PENAL  CODE — DISQUALIFICATION  OF  GRAND  JUBOSS 

— Grounds  of  Motion  to  Set  Aside  Indictment. — The  disqualifica- 
tions of  individual  grand  jurors  are  those  prescribed  in  section  896 
of  the  Penal  Code,  and  do  not  include  the  disqualifications  of  jurors 
generally  urged  in  this  case,  and  prescribed  in  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure; and  under  the  maxim  **Expres8io  unitu  est  excltuio  aU 
teritts,"  it  seems  the  conclusion  is  warranted  that  a  motion  to  aet 
aside  an  indictment  under  section  995  of  the  Penal  Code  for  dia- 
qualification  of  individual  grand  jurors  is  limited  to  the  groimds 
specified  in  section  896  of  that  code.     (Id.) 

75.  Nature  of  Grand  Jury — Be  Jure  Body — Disqualified  Grand 
Jurors  Acting  Under  Color  of  Right — Proceedings  not  Vitiated. 
The  grand  jury  is  a  de  jure  body  created  by  the  constitution;  and 
one  who,  having  been  regularly  summoned  and  impaneled  as  a  grand 
juror,  and  who  exercises  the  duties  thereof,  though  thereafter  dia- 
eovered  to  be  disqualified  by  some  provision  of  law,  serves  under  eolor 
of  right;  and  "upon  principles  of  policy  and  justice,"  his  acta  in 
such  capacity  should  not  be  held  to  invalidate  the  whole  jury  or  any 
proceedings  had  by  it  in  which  he  participated.     (Id.) 

76.  Regular   Number  Impaneled — Sole    Objection  to    Number. — ^If 

the  requisite  number  of  grand  jurors  have  been  regularly  summoned 
and  impaneled  in  the  first  instance,  no  objection  to  number  can 
thereafter  be  urged  to  question  the  validity  of  an  indictment,  ex- 
cept where  it  may  appear  that  twelve  of  such  jurors  have  not  con- 
curred in  finding  it.     (Id.) 

77.  Prohibition — Validity  of  Indictment. — ^Whatever  ground  of  criti- 

cism may  be  urged  against  an  indictment  under  a  general  or  special 
demurrer,  where  it  attempts  to  set  forth  a  public  offense,  its  validity 
cannot  be  questioned  under  a  petition  for  prohibition  addressed  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.     (Id.) 

78.  State  Reform  School — Improper  Commitment  of  Adult — Habeas 

Corpus. — Only  minors  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  eighteen,  when 
found  to  be  incorrigible,  can  be  committed  to  the  Whittier  State 
Reform  School.  Where  an  adult  female  has  been  committed 
thereto,  as  being  incorrigible,  she  must  be  discharged  upon  writ  of 
hahecu  corpus.  (Ex  parte  Wood,  471.) 
6ee  Habeaa  Corpus. 
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DAMAGES.    See  Contract,  6,  17;  Eminent  Domain,  11;  False  Imprison- 
menty  1,  5,  6,  8,  12,  13;  Kegligenee,  4,  11. 

DEED. 

OoNDinoNs— Waivkb  oy  Fobvkitubb— Obantb  WrraoDT  BBSTBICnON. 
A  forfeiture  provided  for  in  a  deed  npon  breach  of  conditions  or 
restrictionfl  against  the  carrying  on  of  specified  bnsiness  thereon  is 
waived  bj  grants  of  adjoining  portions  of  the  tract  by  the  same 
grantor,  containing  no  conditions  or  restrictions.  (Brown  T« 
Wrightman,  891.) 

See  Community  Property,  1,  8;  Ejectment,  2,  8. 

DIVOBCB. 

L  Abttltery — EvmENCB— Good  Charactsb  of  DKfKNBiiNT. — In  ■•- 
tion  for  divorce  on  the  ground  of  adultery  of  the  defendant,  the 
character  of  the  defendant  is  not  in  issue,  and  the  court  properly 
refused  to  admit  evidence  of  her  good  chaiacter,  where  her  good 
character  as  a  witness  had  not  been  impeached.  (Van  Hon  r. 
Van  Horn,  719.) 

2.  Good  Character  or  Corespondent. — The  corespondent  named  with 
whom  the  adultery  was  charged  is  not  a  party  to  the  action,  and 
where  he  had  not  been  impeached  as  a  witness,  evidence  of  the  excel- 
lence of  his  character  was  properly  rejected.     (Id.) 

8.  Custody  of  Minors— Discretion. — ^Where  the  only  minor  was  a 
boy  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  the  defendant  was  adjudged  guilty 
of  adultery,  the  court  had  discretion  to  award  the  custody  of  the  boy 
to  his  father.  Such  custody  is  always  a  matter  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  trial  court;  the  contention  that  the  excluded  evidence  of 
good  character  should  have  been  received  on  that  question  has 
but  little  merit.     (Id.) 

4.  BiTUNO  OF  Trial  Court  Bejegtino  Evidence— Objection  Im- 
material.— The  ruling  of  the  trial  court  in  rejecting  evidence  wiU 
be  upheld  on  appeal,  if  correct,  whether  the  ground  on  which  it  was 
based  was  stated  in  the  objection  as  to  the  evidence  or  not     (Id.) 

6.  Interlocutory  Judgment — Disposition  of  Homestead  on  Separate 
Property — Jurisdiction. — ^Where  the  complaint  by  the  husband 
for  divorce  alleged  the  selection  of  a  homestead  on  the  separate 
property  of  the  husband  therein  described,  the  court  had  juris- 
diction, and  it  was  its  duty,  under  section  131  of  Civil  Code, 
at  the  time  of  the  hearing  and  granting  of  the  interlocutory  judg- 
ment that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  divorce,  to  hear  and  determine 
the  issue  tendered  as  to  the  title  to  the  homestead  property,  and 
to  include  in  the  interlocutory  judgment  an  assignment  of  the 
homestead  to  the  husband,  as  its  former  owner,  in  pursnanca  of  see* 
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tions  146  and  147  of  tbe  CStU  Coda.  (John  y.  Superior  Court  of 
Los  Angeles  County,  262.) 
6.  BiOHT  TO  Final  Judgment— Death  op  Plaintdt  Fxndino  Mo- 
tions.— ^Whera,  after  the  lapse  of  the  year  without  appeal,  the 
plaintiff  properly  mored  for  a  final  judgment,  the  death  of  the 
plaintiff  pending  the  disposition  of  the  motion  and  of  counter- 
motions  of  the  defendant  relating  to  the  question  of  property  rights 
did  not  impair  the  power  of  the  court  to  render  final  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff,  under  the  express  provisions  of  section  182  of  the 
CML  Code  and  of  section  669  of  the  Code  of  Ciyil  Procedura.    (Id.) 

Bee  Husband  and  Wif  e,  1. 

DBAINAQE  DISTBICT.    See  Eminent  Domain. 

EJECTMENT. 

1.  Unpatented  Mining  Claims— Lssues— Pleading— FiNDmos— At- 
tack     UPON      PlAINTIPP'S    DerAIGNMENT  —  FOBPEITTTBE  —  BELOCA- 

noN. — In  an  action  of  ejectment  for  unpatented  lode  mining 
claims,  where  the  complaint  tendered  the  usual  issues  as  to  owner- 
ship, right  of  possession  and  ouster,  the  defendants,  upon  issues 
joined  thereupon,  were  entitled  to  make  any  proof  which  would  de- 
feat the  plaintiffs'  title,  and  may  introduce  testimony  assailing 
plaintiffs'  deraignment  of  title,  without  pleading  it,  and  showing  a 
forfeiture  by  failure  of  plaintiffs  to  do  annual  assessment  work 
for  three  years,  and  a  valid  location  and  holding  by  one  of  the 
defendants  as  a  qualified  locator  without  specially  pleading  it;  and 
findings  against  plaintiffs'  deraignment  of  title,  and  establishing 
plaintiffs'  forfeiture  of  title,  and  the  validity  of  defendants'  re- 
location and  holding  upon  sufficient  evidence  cannot  be  assailed. 
(Holmes  T.  Salamanca  Gold  Min.  etc.  Co.,  659.) 

S.  Deed  Fraudxtlently  Obtained. — A  deed  to  the  plaintiffs,  whieh 
was  obtained  by  plaintiffs  fraudulently  and  wrongfully  and  surrepti- 
tiously, without  the  knowledge,  consent,  or  acquiescence  of  the 
grantor,  is  no  more  effectual  to  pass  title  to  them  than  if  it  were  a 
total  forgery,  there  being  no  principle  of  equitable  estoppel  appli- 
cable to  the  facte.     (Id.) 

8.  Undelivered  Deed  pbom  Cobporation  to  Plaintdts. — A  deed 
from  a  corporation  to  the  plaintiffs  which  was  never  delivered 
passed  no  title  to  them.     (Id.) 

4.  Eelocation  by  One  Dependant — ^Plaintipps'  Averment  of  Pos- 
session BY  All  Defendants. — ^Where  the  formal  relocation  was 
made  by  one  of  the  defendants,  but  the  plaintiffs  have  made  all  de- 
fendants parties,  and  aver  possession  by  all  of  the  defendanti^  a 
finding  as  to  that  effect  is  supported.     (Id.) 
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6.  COBPOSATE  EZI8TEKCX  Of  DEPENDANT. — ^Wheie  the  plaintiffs  aUeged 
the  eorporate  existence  of  the  eorporatioii  defendant,  ao  proof  of 
its  eorporate  eharaeter  is  required.     (Id.) 

EMBEZZLEMENT.    See  Criminal  Law,  18-15. 

EMINENT  DOMAIN. 

1.  Action  to  Condzhn  Land  vob  Drainage  Distriot — Second  Af- 
PEAL — ^Law  of  Case. — In  an  action  to  condemn  a  strip  of  land  for 
the  nse  of  a  drainage  district,  where  the  sufficiency  of  the  complaint 
and  the  question  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  under  which 
the  drainage  district  was  organized  were  determined  upon  a  former 
appeal,  such  determination  is  the  law  of  the  case,  and  those  ques- 
tions will  not  be  considered  upon  a  second  appeal.  (Laguna  Drain- 
age Dist.  Y.  Charles  Martin  Company,  166.) 

1.  Former  Judgment  in  Prior  Action  for  Same  Cause — Stipulated 
Judgment  as  to  Different  Land  not  a  Bar. — A  former  judgment 
in  a  prior  action  for  the  same  cause  against  the  defendants'  prede- 
cessor, which  was  rendered  by  stipulation,  for  a  pipe-line  over 
different  land,  is  only  conclusive  as  to  the  land  occupied  by  the  pipe- 
line, and  is  not  a  bar  to  another  action  to  condemn  the  strip  claimed 
but  not  adjudicated  in  the  prior  action.     (Id.) 

8.  Effect  of  Stipulated  Judgment — ^Withdrawn  Claim  not  Aban- 
doned.— ^By  the  stipulated  judgment  for  an  easement  upon  differ- 
ent land,  the  claim  for  the  land  described  in  the  complaint  was 
in  effect  withdrawn,  and  the  judgment  can  have  no  greater  effect 
than  if  the  complaint  had  asked  for  an  easement  to  lay  the  pipe- 
line over  the  precise  location  described  in  the  judgment.  It  did  not 
have  the  effect  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  abandon  forever 
its  right  to  eondenm  the  land  in  controversy.     (Id.) 

4.  Drainage  Ditgh  a  Public  TTse — ^Necessity  for  Drainage— De- 
termination OF  Board  Conclusive. — The  legislature  having  de- 
clared that  a  ditch  or  aqueduct  for  draining  and  reclaiming  lands  is  a 
public  use,  the  determination  by  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  drain- 
age district  as  to  the  necessity  for  draining  the  district  is  final, 
and  not  subject  to  review  by  the  courts.     (Id.) 

6.  Proof  of  Necessity  for  Taking  Land  of  Defendant — Support 
of  Verdict. — ^While  the  drainage  district  is  required  to  show  by 
proof  that  the  taking  of  the  strip  of  land  claimed  from  the  defend- 
ant was  necessary  for  such  drainage,  it  is  held  that  the  evidence 
as  to  such  necessity  is  sufficient  to  support  the  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff.    (Id.) 

t.  Damage  to  Land  not  Taken. — Held,  that  the  question  of  damages 
to  the  parcel  of  land  not  sought  to  be  condemned  was  fairly  sub- 
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mitted  to  the  jury  on  the  evidence,  and  that  its  finding  as  to  the 
amount  of  damage  to  such  land  is  a  fair  deduction  from  the  evi- 
dence.    (Id.) 

7.  Condemnation  of  Water  Eights — ^Instjffioient  Complaint — 
Specified  Towns  and  "Other  Plaojbs''  in  Countt. — ^A  complaint 
by  a  water  company  in  an  action  of  eminent  domain,  against  the 
owners  of  riparian  rights  to  condemn  the  same  to  public  use  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  two  specified  towns  "and  of  other  places  in 
said  county"  with  water,  the  term  "other  places"  is  too  indefinite  to 
embrace  either  the  whole  county,  or  any  particular  body  of  inhabi* 
tants  thereof,  nor  can  those  words  be  regarded  as  surplusage;  bnt  the 
eomplaint  must  be  held  insufficient  as  seeking  the  aid  of  the  statute 
for  an  unauthorized  purpose,  and  as  being  indefinite  and  uncertain 
as  to  the  uses  for  which  the  condemnation  was  sought  (Hereoles 
Water  Co.  y.  Fernandez,  726.) 

8.  Blending  of  Lawful  and  Unlawful  Purposes. — ^Where  the  pro- 

eeeding  shows  upon  its  face  two  distinct  uses  or  purposes,  one  lawful 
and  the  other  not,  which  are  so  inseparably  blended  in  the  petition 
and  orders  as  not  to  be  severable,  it  cannot  be  sustained;  and  an 
application  to  condemn  property  for  purposes,  part  of  which  are 
within  and  part  not  within  the  act,  will  be  bad  in  ioto,  (Id.) 
0.  Terms  of  Statute — Extent  of  Use. — The  statute,  besides  allow- 
ing water  to  be  condemned  for  public  use  in  towns,  villages,  and 
incorporated  cities,  allows  it  to  be  condemned  in  behalf  of  canals, 
ditches,  etc.,  for  "conducting  or  storing  water  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  any  county,"  not  for  the  inhabitants  of  places  in 
any  eoun^  indefinitely  described,  or  for  the  inhabitants  of  less 
than  those  of  the  entire  county.  All  may  not  enjoy  the  nse^  but 
the  use  must  be  capable  of  enjoyment  by  all.     (Id.) 

10.  Complaint — ^Pubuo  Use — Finding. — ^A  eomplaint  seeking  to  eon- 
demn  water  rights  for  public  use  must  state  facts  showing  that  the 
use  is  one  of  those  enumerated  in  the  statute.  A  mere  general 
averment  that  the  use  for  which  the  property  is  sought  to  be  taken 
is  a  public  use  is  insufficient;  and  the  trial  court  cannot  obviate  the 
requirement  of  pleading  by  a  finding  that  the  use  is  a  pubUe  nse. 
(Id.) 

11«  Measure  of  Damages— Depreciation  in  Value  of  Propertt. — 
The  measure  of  damages  for  the  taking  of  the  rights  of  a  riparian 
owner  for  a  public  use  is  the  difference  in  what  the  property  was 
worth  immediately  before  the  appropriation,  and  what  it  was  worth 
affected  by  the  appropriation.  The  single  fact  to  be  determined 
is  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  property  affected  by  the 
taking  away  from  it  the  water  sought  to  be  condemned,  to  be  a*- 
Gertained  by  competent  and  proper  evidence.     (Id.) 
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EQUITY.    See  Husband  and  Wife,  1;  Injonction;  Judgment,  7}  B0- 
eeiver;  Specific  Performance. 


ESTATES  OP  DECEASED  PEESONS. 

t'  1.  Bale  or  Beai,  Estats— Failtjbx  of  Pubchasbb  to  Coicplt  witb 

I  Terms — ^Resale — ^DiscREnoN. — ^If,  after  the  confirmation  of  a  lale 

of    the    real    estate    of    a    deceased    person,    the    purchaser   who 
had  made  a  small  cash  payment  neglected  and  refused  to  comply 
i  with  the  terms  of  sale,  the  only  reason  offered  being  that,  owing  to 

r  the  condition  of  the  money  market,  he  was  not  able  to  raise  fhe 

i  balance  of  the  purchase  money,  the  court  had  discretion,  upon  appli- 

cation of  the  executors,  to  set  aside  the  sale  and  order  a  resale  of 
c  the  property  and  the  exercise  of  its  discretion  will  not  be  disturbed 

;  upon  appeal.     (Estate  of  Long,  684.) 

>  8.  Judgment   Aoainst    Administrators — Allowed  Claim — Statoti 

OF  Limitations. — ^Under  section  1504  of  the  Code  of  dvil  Pro- 
c  eedure,  a  final  judgment  recovered  against  administrators  has  only 

the  affect  of  an  allowed  claim,  which  must  be  directed  to  be  paid 
;  in  the  course  of  administration,  and  no  statute  of  limitations  can 

I  nm  against  the  judgment,  though  more  than  fiye  yean  have  elapsed 

f  from  the  date  when  it  became  final,  while  the  administration  still 

eontinues.     (Shively  ▼.  Harris,  513.) 
,  8.  Uktsnable  Action  bt  Administrators. — An  action  cannot  b«  sua- 

J  tained  by  the  administrators  to  have  it  declared    that  a  judgment 

against  the  estate  is  barred  by  the  statute  and  is  not  a  claim  against 
,  the  estate.     (Id.) 

4.  Complaint    on     Judgment— Absenox    or    Summons — ^Abandon- 
I  ment — Election  of  Remedy — Creditor  not  Estopped. — The  mere 

{  filing  of  a  complaint  upon  such  judgment  against  the  administrators 

just  before  the  expiration  of  Ave  years  from  the  date  of  its  finality 
is  not  the  pursuit  of  any  remedy,  and  the  principle  of  election  of 
remedy  does  not  apply  to  estop  the  plaintiff  from  claiming  under 
the  judgment  as  an  allowed  claim,  where  he  took  no  further  step 
in  the  action,  and  issued  no  summons  therein,  but  practically 
abandoned  it.  (Id.) 
,  6.  Invalid  Trust  Under  Will— Suspension  of  Poweb  of  Aubna- 

tion — Title  of  Heirs. — A  trust  under  the  will  of  a  deceased  per- 
son providing  for  an  absolute  continuance  thereof  for  the  period 
of  twenty-five  years  may  by  possibility  suspend  the  power  of  alieaa- 
tion  beyond  lives  in  being,  and  is  invalid  and  void  under  sections 
'  715  and  716  of  the  Civil  Code;  and  the  title  became  vested  in  tke 

heirs  of  the  deceased  testator.     (Estate  of  Fay,  188.) 
I  8.  Distribution — Conveyance  by  Widow  to  Son. — ^Where    the    de- 

ceased left  surviving  him  his  wife  and  two  sons,  and  the  widow, 
during  administration,  conveyed  all  of  her  interest  in  the  estate  to 
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ESTATES  OP  DECEASED  PERSONS  (Continued). 

one  of  the  sons,  her  interest  in  the  estate  vested  in  him,  regardlew 
of  whether  the  propertj  was  communitj  property  or  separate  prop- 
erty, and  the  estate  was  properly  distributed  to  the  two  sons,  ae- 
eording  to  their  respective  interests  in  the  estate.     (Id.) 

7.  Pbobatb  or  Will — iNSumoiSNT  Objections. — Objections    to    fhe 

probate  of  a  will,  that  the  testator  had,  after  the  date  thereof,  exe- 
cuted a  general  power  of  attorney  to  his  wife,  and  believed  that 
the  will  had  been  revoked;  that  certain  provisions  and  directions 
therein  contained  were  invalid;  and  that  the  will  was  not  the  will 
of  the  testator,  without  the  statement  of  facts  to  justify  such  condu- 
don — ^were  insufficient,  and  a  general  demurrer  thereto  waa  properly 
sustained.     (Estate  of  Kilbom,  161.) 

8.  EmoT  OF  PowsB  OF  Attobnkt— Will  mot  Bkvoksd. — ^The   gen- 

eral power  of  attorney  to  the  wife  of  the  testator  ceased  to  be  opera- 
tive upon  the  death  of  the  testator;  and  its  execution  could  in  no 
sense  be  given  effect  as  a  revocation  of  the  prior  duly  executed  will. 
(Id.) 

9.  Boon  OF  Heasino  on  Psobatb— Dux  Ezbootiok— Yaleditt  op 

Pbovisions* — The  court,  upon  the  hearing  of  a  petition  for  the 
probate  of  a  will,  ia  called  upon  merely  to  determine  the  validity 
of  its  executioxL  The  suffidency  or  invalidity  of  its  providons  can- 
not then  be  determined,  but  will  be  determined  when  effect  ia 
■ought  to  be  given  to  them.     (Id.) 

10.  OBDXB    GRAMTING    LETTKB3    TO    QUALITIED    00RP01tA.TI0N— BOND    NOT 

Bbqxtibkd. — ^An  order  granting  letters  testamentary  to  a  corporation 
named  as  coexecutor,  and  qualified  to  act  as  such  under  ite  artides 
of  incorporation,  and  having  a  paid-up  capital  stock  of  $250,000, 
without  requiring  any  bond  therefrom,  was  justified,  under  the  pro- 
Tidons  of  the  act  of  April  6,  1891  (Stats.  1891,  p.  490),  where 
BO  objection  was  raised  as  to  the  solvency  or  finandal  reepondbility 
of  such  corporation.     (Id.) 

IL  Statxttb  NOT  Special  Legislation. — The  fact  that  a  speeial  im- 
dertaking  ia  required  from  individuals,  and  not  from  a  corporation 
having  the  required  capital,  does  not  render  the  act  of  1891  invalid 
as  special  legislation.  The  manner  of  affording  ample  security 
to  those  interested  in  the  estate,  before  appointment,  ia  the  subject 
of  general  law;  and  the  kind,  character  and  extent  of  the  security 
ia  matter  for  the  legislature  to  determine.     (Id.) 

12.  PowEE  OF  OouBT  TO  Pbovids  Amplb  Seoxjbitt.— Where  the  seeority 
ia  for  any  reason  insuffident,  the  court  has  geneial  power  to  provide 
further  security,  if  satisfied  that  the  interests  of  the  estate  de- 
mand it;  and  this  power  extends,  in  such  case,  to  requiring  ad- 
ditional security  from  a  testamentary  corporation,  in  addil&en  to  the 
aeeorify  arising  from  ita  paid-up  capitaL     (Id.) 
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ESTATES  OP  DECEASED  PERSONS  (Continued). 

13.  Claims — SurnciENCT  or  AFriOAvrr  on  Behalv  of  Claimant. — An 
affidavit  to  a  elaim  against  the  estate  of  a  deceased  person,  made 
by  some  other  person,  acting  on  behalf  of  the  claunant,  must  state 
the  reason  why  it  is  not  made  by  the  claimant;  and  if  it  fails  to 
do  80,  it  is  insufficient.     (Maier  Packing  Co.  ▼.  Frey,  80.) 

14.  AFFIDAVIT  BT  OvfioiAL  ON  Bbhalf  OF  CORPORATION. — An  affidavit 

to  a  elaim  on  behalf  of  a  corporation  must  state  that  it  is  a  corpora- 
tion, and  the  averment  of  that  fact  shows  a  sufficient  reason  why 
it  is  not  made  by  the  corporation.  Where  that  fact  is  not  stated, 
the  claimant  cannot  be  assumed  to  be  a  corporation;  but  if  it  la 
stated,  the  affidavit  by  an  official  should  show  that  the  person  aet* 
ing  in  its  behalf  is  an  officer  of  the  corporation  presumed  from  his 
official  position  to  have  sufficient  knowledge  of  its  affaiia.    (Id.) 

18.  Affidavit  for  Corporation  bt  Othxr  Person^ — ^An  affidavit  or 
behalf  of  a  corporation  by  other  than  such  official  must  contain  aver- 
ments tending  to  show,  when  he  swears  that  there  are  no  offsets  to 
bis  knowledge,  that  the  nature  of  his  relation  to  the  company  is  of 
ft  character  calculated  to  place  him  in  possession  of  requisite  infor- 
mation on  that  subject     (Id.) 

18.  Affidavit  bt  or  on  Brhalf  of  IndividuaIm — ^When  the  affidavit  Is 
made  by  an  individual  who  bases  his  claim  upon  transactions  with 
the  deceased,  the  law  imputes  to  him  knowledge  of  the  truth  of 
the  averments  made  therein.  When  made  by  another  on  his  behalf, 
the  affidavit  must,  in  addition  to  averring  that  he  has  no  knowledge 
of  any  offsets,  aver  facts  showing  that  he  was  in  a  position  to  know 
of  them  if  any  existed.     (Id.) 

Bee  Account,  1;  Conmiunity  Property,  8;  Statutes  of  Limitation^ 
7,9. 

ESTOPPEL.  See  Agency,  0;  Corporations,  2;  Estates  of  DeeeaMd 
Persons,  4;  Irrigation  District,  10;  Judgment^  8^  8;  Mor^ 
gages,  12;  Quieting  Title,  U 

ISVIDENCE. 

ACTION    TO    QUIBT    TITLE — ^UNITED    8TATB8    PATENT—RecORD    OF   ClRTI- 

FDED  CoPT — Becosder's  Copt. — ^In  an  action  to  quiet  title,  whore 
plaintiff  deraigns  title  under  a  patent  from  the  United  States, 
ft  copy  of  which,  certified  by  the  commissioner  of  the  general  land 
office,  was  recorded  in  the  proper  county,  the  record  of  such  copy 
has,  under  section  1160  of  the  Civil  Code,  prima  facie,  the  same  force 
and  effect  as  the  original  for  title  or  for  evidence  ''until  the  origi- 
nal letters  patent  be  recorded,"  and  under  section  1833  of  the 
8  CaL  App.--62 
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EVIDENCE  (Continued). 

Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  the  copj  of  such  record  certified  hj  tin 
recording  officer  ib  prima  facie  evidence.     (Preston  v.  Hirsch,  4S5.i 

See  Account;  Bill  of  Particulars,  3;  Boundary,  1-7;  Contraetyl| 
3-5,  7-12,  20,  21,  24,  26,  31;  Corporations,  3;  Criminal  Law,  9- 
12,  18,  21,  22,  23,  29,  30,  35,  38-41,  43-47,  50-60,  64-66;  Di- 
vorce, 1-4;  Fraud,  1,  3;  Lease,  2,  11,  14;  Mortgage,  13;  Negli- 
gence, 1,  2,  4,  8,  17,  24;  Nonsuit;  Partnership,  2,  4,  5;  Partj- 
wall,  8;  Spedfio  Performance,  1,  2,  5,  8,  9;  Trust. 

EXECUTION. 

1.  Pboceedinos  Supflementaby  to  Execution — ^Rights  of  Thibd  Pab- 
TIES. — Upon  a  proceeding  supplementarj  to  execution  the  judgment 
creditor  is  not  entitied  to  an  order  that  a  third  person,  who  has  re- 
ceived money  from  the  judgment  creditor,  which  is  claimed  in  good 
faith  to  be  the  property  of  such  third  person,  shall  pay  the  same 
to  the  sheriff  to  be  applied  by  him  toward  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment.  The  title  of  such  third  person  cannot  be  litigated  in 
such  proceeding.     (Union  Collection  Co.  v.  Snell,  130.) 

2.  Modes  or  LmoATiNa  Title  of  Thibd  Person — ^Poweb  of  Codbt — 
Cbeditob's  Bill. — ^The  only  power  of  the  court  in  the  supplementary 
proceeding  is  to  authorize  the  judgment  creditor  to  institute  an  ae- 
tion  against  such  third  person  to  recover  the  money  and  to  forbid 
a  transfer  of  it  until  such  action  shall  be  prosecuted  to  judgment. 
But  the  judgment  creditor  may  also  litigate  the  question  by  a  credi- 
tor's bill  against  such  third  person  as  claiming  under  the  judgment 
debtor.  Such  creditor's  bill  is  not  superseded  by  proceedings  sup- 
plementary to  execution.     (Id.) 

EXECUTOBS  AND  ADMINISTBATOBS.    See  Estates  of  Deceased 
Persons. 

FALSE  IMPBISONMENT. 

1.  Action  fob  False  Impsisoniobnt — Abbbst  in  Civil  Action— Hr- 
bupficient  Affidavit — Obdeb  Without  Jubisdiction. — ^An  action 
will  lie  to  recover  damages  for  false  imprisonment  under  an  order  of 
arrest  in  a  civil  action  where  the  affidavit  upon  which  the  ordei 
of  arrest  was  based  is  insufficient  on  its  face  to  give  the  superior 
court  jurisdiction  to  issue  the  order.     (Neves  v.  Costa,  111.) 

2.  Essentials  of  Affidavit — Competent  Evidence — Findino  ufom 
TRIAL — ^HEABSAY. — To  justify  an  order  of  arrest  under  section  481 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  competent  evidence  must  appear 
by  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  some  other  person,  such  as  to  justify 
the  court  in  making  a  finding  upon  a  trial  that  the  case  is  one 
mentioned   in   section   479    of   that   code.    If   plaintiff    does   nol 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Falsb  Impbisonmsnt.  819 

FALSE  IMPRISONMENT  (Gontmned). 

penonallj  know  the  facts,  he  mutt  pzoeoie  the  affidftiit  of  one 
who  does  penonallj  know  them.  The  order  of  arreet  eannot 
be  lAsed  upon  hearsay,  nor  upon  anj  etatement,  however  poei* 
tive,  whieh  ie  fonnded  upon  hearsaj.     (Id.) 

8.  "Falsi  Impbisonmsnt''  Distinguishkd  fbom  ''MiuoionB  Pboss- 
OUTION."— The  aetions  of  ''false  imprisonment  *'  and  ''malicious 
prosecution "  are  quite  distinct.  The  element  of  malice  in  the 
former,  which  is  essential  in  the  latter,  can  onlj  be  considered 
where  exemplary  damages  are  asked  in  the  former,  and  then  only 
as  affecting  the  measure  of  damages;  and  "the  want  of  probable 
cause,"  which  is  essential  in  the  latter,  is  immaterial  in  the  former; 
while  the  necessity  of  awaiting  the  termination  of  the  action  in  the 
latter  is  not  required  in  the  former.     (Id.) 

4s.  SuincisNGT  or  Complaint— Waives  of  Unoxbtaintt—- Abszngb 
OF  PaoBABLB  CAUSE — SURPLUSAGE. — ^Whcro  the  complaint  for  false 
imprisonment  was  sufficient  upon  general  demurrer  and  no  special 
demurrer  was  interposed  for  uncertainty,  all  mere  uncertainty  is 
waived.  Averments  that  the  defendant  acted  "unlawfully  and  with- 
out probable  cause,''  if  unnecessary,  may  be  treated  as  surplusage 
and  meaningless.     (Id.) 

0.  Imprisonment  After  Surrender  bt  Bail— Yabianos  not  Shown. 
The  fact  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  plaintiff  did  not  im- 
mediately follow  the  arrest  makes  it  none  the  less  the  result  of  the 
arrest  by  the  defendant's  procurement;  and  the  fact  that  he  was 
admitted  to  bail,  and  that  the  bail  surrendered  him  into  custody, 
without  his  procurement,  only  goes  to  the  amount  of  the  damages 
suffered,  and  does  not  show  a  variance  as  to  the  cause  of  the  im- 
prisonment.    (Id.) 

t.  Evidence— Beleasb  fbom  Impbisonmeni>— Time  Lost  from  Busi- 
ness.— The  fact  that  a  person  unlawfully  imprisoned  has  been  re- 
leased and  is  no  longer  restrained  of  his  liberty  is  material  in  ascer- 
taining the  time  he  has  lost  from  his  business  by  the  detention. 
(Id.) 

7.  Manner  and  Beason  fob  Belease. — The  manner  of  the  defend- 
ant's release  need  not  be  shown;  and  the  reason  of  the  court  for 
his  release  in  most  cases  would  be  immaterial,  and  in  some  cases 
perhaps  prejudiciaL     (Id.) 

8.  Discharge  on  Habeas  Corpus — ^Damages — Costs  and  Attorneys' 

Fees. — The  fact  that  the  plaintiff  was  discharged  on  habeas  corpus 
was  material  to  his  allegation  that  he  had  been  compelled  to  pay 
$250  for  costs  and  attorneys'  fees  to  secure  his  release,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings on  habeas  coryus  were  admissible  for  this  purpose.  (Id.) 
0.  Order  of  Arrest  not  Prejudicial. — The  introduction  in  evidence 
of  the  order  of  arrest  by  the  defendant  was  not  prejudicial,  where 
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FALSE  IMPBISONMENT  (Continued). 

the  court  instrueted  the  jury  that  tbt  affidavit  on  which  it  was  based 
was  insufficient  to  justify  it.     (Id.) 

10.  BiooBD  ON  DirrsBENT  Habeas  Gobpus— Exclusion — ^Bboobd  not 

Idinti]1ei>— Pbxsumption  AOAmsT  Ebboe. — The  rejection  of  a  rec- 
ord on  habeas  earpui  against  a  different  partj  offered  bj  defendant, 
iHiieh  is  not  identified  nor  brought  up  in  the  reeord|  must  be  pre- 
sumed not  to  have  been  erroneous.     (Id.) 

11.  Unpbxjxtdicial  Ebbob  ON  Gkoss-KZAMiNAiiON« — Held,  that  the  dis- 
allowance of  certain  proper  questions  asked  bj  defendant  on  eroos- 
exami nation  of  the  plaintiff  was  not  such  prejudicial  error  as  to 
Justifj  the  reversal  of  ft  judgment  otherwise  properly  rendered. 
(M.) 

IL  DA1CAG18  Bbooysbable — Genebal  and  Special  Baicages. — In  an 
action  for  false  imprisonment,  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  as  general 
damages,  compensation  for  physical  inconvenience,  mental  suffering, 
and  humiliation  of  mind  incident  to  the  false  arrest,  and  where  ex- 
pense for  litigation  in  the  habe<u  eorpus  proceedings  were  specially 
pleaded  they  are  recoverable.     (Id.) 

18.  Waivbb  07  Unceetainty  as  to  Special  Damages. — No  special  de- 
murrer having  been  interposed,  any  objection  as  to  want  of  certainty 
in  the  allegation  of  special  damages  is  waived;  and  the  court  prop- 
erly admitted  evidence  thereof,  and  properly  instructed  the  jury  as 
to  the  law  of  special  damages.     (Id.) 

14.  Pbopeb  Buungs  as  to  Instbuctions. — Held,  that  the  instructions 
given  for  the  plaintiff  properly  presented  the  law  applicable  to  the 
case,  and  that  instructions  requested  by  the  defendant,  which  were 
inapplicable  to  the  evidence,  or  which  were  erroneous  or  misleading^ 
were  properly  rejected.     (Id.) 

FALSE  PRETENSES.    See  Criminal  Law,  27-30. 

FINDINGS.    See  Mortgage,  1-6. 

FRAUD. 

L  Action  iob  Gonvsbsion  or  Goods— Pleading — ^Fbaudulent  Saia  not 
Alleged — ^Inadmissible  Evidence. — In  an  action  for  conversion, 
in  which  the  complaint  merely  alleges  the  conversion  by  defend- 
ant of  lumber  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  where  it  appears  in  proof 
that  the  property  was  sold  by  plaintiff  to  a  third  party  not  made 
defendant,  and  that  such  third  party  sold  the  same  to  the  defend- 
ant to  pay  a  pre-existing  debt,  and  no  facts  are  alleged  constituting 
the  fraud  of  such  third  person  in  procuring  the  property  from 
plaintiff  through  false  representations,  or  showing  a  rescission  ef 
the  sale  for  such  fraud,  or  that  defendant  purchased  with  kaowl- 
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FRAUD  (Gontinued). 

edge  of  the  fraud,  the  eotirt  erred  la  admitting  eridenet  of  aaj 
fraudulent  pnrehaee  yitiating  the  title  of  audi  third  party,  M 
against  the  defendant's  title.  (Virginia  Timber  and  Jjomha  Oa. 
Y.  Glenwood  Lumber  Co.,  256.) 
8b  TftA-NSFn  roB  Pbb-ezistino  Debt — Yaluablb  CoNsmntATunf — SB- 
BONBons  Instructions. — By  the  law  of  this  state,  a  transfer  of 
personal  property  in  consideration  of  a  pre-existing  debt  is  a  traaa- 
fer  for  a  valuable  consideration.  Where  there  was  no  evidence  that 
the  transferee  thereof  for  such  debt  had  any  knowledge  of  a  prior 
fraudulent  transfer  from  the  plaintiff,  instruction  that  a  pre-eziat- 
ing  debt  is  not  a  sufficient  consideration  to  warrant  the  person  ae- 
curing  the  property  to  hold  it  as  against  the  right  of  the  person 
from  whom  the  property  was  obtained  by  fraud  in  the  porehaae, 
and  that  the  crediting  of  its  value  on  the  pre-existing  debt  would 
not  make  the  second  transferee  aa  innocent  purchaser  for  mine, 
were  erroneous.     (Id.) 

8.  PBAUDTJLENT  CONVEYANCB — ^HUSBAND  and  WIPB— flUFPOBT  Of  TOfTh 

IN08. — In  an  action  by  a  wife  to  have  her  title  quieted  against  judg- 
ment creditors  of  the  husband,  who  are  selling  his  property  under 
execution,  where  the  court  finds,  upon  sufficient  evidence,  that  on 
the  day  on  which  their  judgment  was  rendered,  he  transferred  prop- 
erty purchased  with  community  funds  in  a  large  sum  to  the  wife,  for 
a  nominal  sum,  and  had  the  deed  recorded  in  her  name,  with  Intent 
to  hinder  and  defraud  the  judgment  creditors  of  the  husband,  the 
findings  in  their  favor  will  not  be  disturbed.  (Bekina  ▼.  Dieterle, 
690.) 
i.  Fbaubulbnt  Intent— Otheb  Pbopebtt  Im  material. — ^Where  fraud- 
ulent intent  is  found  upon  sufficient  evidence,  the  conveyance  is 
void  as  to  existing  creditors,  and  the  question  whether  the  debtor 
has  other  property  is  immateriaL     (Id.) 

HABEAS  COBFUS. 

1.  GbNVicnoN  upon  Plba  of  Gun^r  of  Bubolabt  in  Fibst  Dbgeeb-* 
Dbtebmination  of  Degree— JuRiSDicnoN — ^Presumption. — ^Upon 
a  petition  for  habeas  corpus  the  attack  upon  a  judgment  of  con- 
viction in  the  superior  court  upon  a  plea  of  guilty  of  burglary  in 
the  first  degree  is  collateral,  and  every  intendment  is  in  ftivor 
ef  the  judgment.  Though  it  seems  that,  in  such  case,  no  sub- 
■tantial  right  of  the  defendant  would  be  invaded  by  failure  of  the 
court  to  determine  the  degree,  yet  the  only  question  upon  habwu 
corptLS  is  as  to  the  jurisdiction;  and  if  it  be  supposed  necessary 
that  the  court  should  determine  the  degree,  it  must  be  presumed, 
where  the  record  does  not  a£&rmatively  show  the  contrary,  that 
the  court  determined  the  degree  upon  sufficient  evidence  notwitk- 
■tanding  the  plea.     (Ex  parte  Haase,  541.) 
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HABEAS  COBPUS  (Continued). 

S.  Two  GOMMITMENTS  FBOIC  JUSTIQB  OOTTBT — BlNGUI  CHABGB  OF 
PXTIT    LABGENT — Von>    CUSCUUlTIVB    COMICITMXNT — PBESU]£FTI0N8 

HOT  INDULOXD. — ^Where  two  enmulatiye  commitments  of  six  months 
each  on  two  judgments  were  made  in  the  justice's  court  on  what 
appears  to  be  but  one  charge  of  petit  larceny,  there  being  nothing 
in  the  record  to  show  the  contrarji  no  presumption  can  be  indulged 
in  favor  of  the  regularity  of  the  proceedings  in  the  justice's  court, 
and  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  there  were  two  complaints  identical 
in  their  averments,  but  constituting  two  distinct  crimes,  to  support 
the  second  commitment.  It  must  be  deemed  void;  and  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  first  sentence  of  six  months,  the  defendant  is  en- 
titled to  be  discharged  on  habeas  eorpus.     (In  re  Narvaei^  103.) 

See  Contempt,  1;  Criminal  Law,  1,  18,  78. 
HOMESTEAD.    See  Divorce,  ff. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

1.  AonoN  FOB  Maintenancb— Eqttitt  Casb— Order  for  Allowancb 
Finding  Suit — Afpsal — ^Jurisdiction  of  Suprems  Court— Trans- 
fer.— One  who  has  a  cause  of  action  for  divorce  maj,  without  suing 
for  a  divorce,  maintain  a  separate  cause  of  action  for  maintenance, 
addressed  to  the  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  superior  court.  Aa 
appeal  from  an  order  granting  an  allowance  pending  such  action 
should  be  taken  directly  to  the  supreme  court.  When  taken  to 
this  court,  it  cannot  be  dismissed,  but  must  be  transferred  to  the 
supreme  court  under  section  4  of  article  YI  of  the  constitution. 
(Hiner  ▼.  Hiner,  546.) 

S.  Desertion — ^Usx  by  Wife  of  Husband's  Monet  fob  Suppori^- 
Agtion  fob  Becoveby  not  Maintainable. — A  husband  is  bound  to 
rapport  his  wife,  and  where  he  has  deserted  her  without  just  cause, 
and  provides  her  with  no  means  of  rapport,  she  is  entitled  to  use 
the  money  of  the  husband,  which  comes  lawfully  in  her  hands,  with 
which  to  provide  herself  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  in  rach 
ease  equity  and  good  conscience  will  not  permit  the  husband  to  re- 
eover  the  money  from  her  as  had  and  received  to  his  use.  (Whittle 
▼.  Whittle,  696.) 

8.  Tbial — Pleadings  Missing  from  Files — ^Pbactiox.— Where  at  the 
trial  the  pleadings  are  missing  from  the  files,  the  correct  practice 
would  be  either  to  find  the  originals,  or  rapply  copies.  Where  they 
appear  in  the  record,  no  injury  appears  in  causing  the  trial  to  pro- 
ceed without  their  presence.     (Id.) 

4.  Action  for  Money  Had  and  Beceived — Statute  of  Limitations.-^ 
An  action  for  money  had  and  received  dates  only  from  receipt 
of  the  money,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  received  upon  a  note  since 
outlawed  cannot  affect  the  statute  of  limitationa.     (Id.) 
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HUSBAND  AND  WIFE  (Continued). 

6.  Non  Payable  to  Husband  and  Wife— Suit  by  Husband — De- 
fenses—Payment TO  Wipe— Former  Judgment  not  a  Bar.— Where 
fhe  note  was  payable  to  both  husband  and  wife,  and  in  a  former  suit 
thereon  by  the  husband  to  collect  the  note,  in  which  the  wife  was 
made  a  defendant,  a  defense  bj  the  payee  that  he  had  paid  the  note 
to  the  wife  as  one  of  the  payees,  in  which  judgment  was  given  to 
the  wife,  such  former  judgment  cannot  constitute  a  bar  to  an  action 
by  the  husband  against  the  wife  for  money  had  and  received.     (Id.) 

6.  Equitable  Defense  to  Money  Had  and  Beceived. — The  general 
principle  is  that  in  an  action  of  money  had  and  received  the  de- 
fendant may  show  any  facts  that  entitle  him  to  retain  the  money 
on  legal  or  equitable  ground,  and  if  the  right  of  the  defendant  to 
retain  the  money  is  equal  to  that  of  the  plaintiff,  the  defendant 
must  prevaiL  In  an  action  by  the  husband  against  the  wife  for 
money  had  and  received,  it  was  error  to  refuse  to  allow  her  to  prove 
in  defense  that  the  husband  had  willfully  deserted  her,  without  just 
cause,  and  that  the  money  received  was  necessarily  expended  hj  her 
for  the  necessaries  of  life.     (Id.) 

See  Agen^,  12;  Community  Property;  Divorce;  Fraud,  9» 

INJUNCTION. 

1,  Preliminary  Order— Purpose— Merits  not  Involved. — A  prelim- 
inary injunction  is  granted  before  a  hearing  on  the  merits  has  been 
had,  and  its  purpose  and  sole  object  is  to  preserve  the  subject  in 
controversy  in  its  then  existing  condition,  and,  without  determining 
any  question  of  right,  merely  to  prevent  a  further  perpetration  of 
wrong  or  the  doing  of  any  act  whereby  the  right  in  controversy 
may  be  materially  injured  or  endangered  until  a  full  and  deliberate 
investigation  of  the  case  is  afforded  to  the  party.  Cases  are  not 
tried  on  their  merits  on  pleadings  and  affidavits.  (Knight  ▼• 
Cohen,  296.) 

S.  Controverted  Eight  as  to  Pipeline — ^Destruction  of  Biohv— 
Discretion. — Where  the  defendant  admits  the  existence  of  a  pipe- 
line used  by  plaintiff  as  a  trustee  for  other  owners  of  lands  ir- 
rigated thereby,  to  be  used  by  plaintiff  on  his  own  lands  and  those 
of  other  beneficiaries  in  trust  for  irrigation  and  domestic  use,  and 
the  plaintiff  asserts  a  user  adverse  to  defendant  for  more  than 
six  years,  and  defendant  claims  that  it  existed  under  her  license, 
which  has  been  revoked,  for  the  court  to  have  allowed  the  destruction 
of  the  rights  claimed  by  plaintiff  preliminary  to  a  hearing  on  the 
merits  by  regular  trial  in  court  would  have  been  an  abuse  of  dis- 
cretion.    (Id.) 

8.  Appeal — ^Restraining  Order — Merger  in  Preliminary  Injuno- 
CXON. — It  seems  that  an  appeal  will  not  lie  from  an  order  denying 
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INJUNCTION  (Continued). 

a  motion  to  dissolve  a  restraining  order,  or  from  an  order  denjing 
a  motion  to  discharge  the  same.  Upon  the  hearing  of  the  order 
to  show  eanse  why  a  preliminary  injunction  should  not  be  granted, 
the  restraining  order  falls  with  a  denial  of  the  injunction,  and  ia 
merged  in  it  if  granted.     (Id.) 

4.  Pbeliminabt  Injunction — Limit  of  Continuancb — Consteuction 
or  Amendment  to  Code. — The  amendment  of  1895  to  section  527  of 
the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  fixing  the  limit  of  twelve  months  be- 
jond  which  a  preliminary  injunction  will  cease  to  operate  if  certain 
conditions  do  not  exist,  applies  equally,  whether  the  injunction  is 
granted  after  notice  or  ex  parte,  and  involves  no  question  of  remedy 
by  appeal,  or  of  re$  adjudicator  At  the  expiration  of  the  twelve 
months,  if  the  conditions  stated  do  not  apply,  the  injunction  be- 
comes inoperative  and  the  parties  beneficially  interested  are  en- 
titled to  have  the  court  so  declare.  (German  Savings  and  Loan 
Society  v.  Aldrich,  215.) 

8.  Pbopeb  Exercise  or  Jurisdiction. — It  is  a  proper  exercise  of  the 
court's  jurisdiction  to  ascertain  and  find  the  facts  as  to  the  con* 
ditions;  and  declare  by  its  order  that  the  injunction  is  no  longer 
in  force,  if  the  facts  warrant  such  deduction.  The  only  thing  be- 
fore the  court  is  the  ascertainment  of  the  facts  upon  which  the 
right  depends.     (Id.) 

9.  Dissolution  or  Temporary  Ordert— Abortivx  Appeal — Appeal 
7R0M  Judgment  upon  Demurrer. — A  notice  of  appeal  from  an  or- 
der denying  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  temporary  injunction,  where 
the  record  shows  that  the  temporary  injunction  was  granted,  ia 
abortive  as  an  appeal  from  an  order  dissolving  the  same;  but 
where  a  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint  was  sustained,  and  final 
judgment  was  rendered  thereon,  from  which  an  appeal  is  taken, 
it  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  an  appeal  was  intended  to  be  taken 
from  the  order  dissolving  the  temporary  injunction,  because,  if  the 
fkkcts  stated  are  insufficient  under  the  general  demurrer  to  warrant 
final  relief,  they  are  insufficient  to  warrant  the  continuance  of  the 
temporary  restraining  order.     (Bishop  v.  Owens,  83.) 

T.  iNsurriciENT  Complaint  roR  Injunction— General  Conclusions. 
A  complaint  for  an  injunction  which  does  not  state  facts  sufficient 
to  determine  how  plaintiff's  property  will  be  permanently  injured 
by  the  acts  complained  of,  and  which  states  merely  general  con- 
clusions as  to  multiplicity  of  suits  and  irreparable  injury,  not 
warranted  by  any  pleaded  facts,  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action  for  equitable  relief  to  enjoin  the  acts 
complained  of.     (Id.) 

8,  Suspension  or  Ladders  and  Yaus  with  Bopbs  Attached  from 
Adjoining  Building — Easement. — When  the  acts  complained  of 
consist  in  the  suspension  of  ladders  and  falls  with  ropes  attached 
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INJUNCTION  (Continued). 

from  an  adjoining  building,  ovw  and  abova  plaintiff's  roof,  and 
the  complaint  fails  to  state  the  purpose  thereof  or  to  show  how 
the  continuation  thereof  would  injure  plaintiff's  propertj,  the  mere 
averments  that  the  continued  trespass  "will  ripen  into  a  right  and 
aasement  on  plaintiff's  property"  and  will  "constitute  and  create 
an  obstruction  to  the  free  and  peaceable  use  of  the  aforesaid  prop- 
erty"  are  only  the  conclusions  of  the  pleader.     (Id.) 

••  BSASON  ASBIGNSD  BT  COUBT  BELOW— DAMNUM   ABSQUS  INJUBU. — 

Where  it  cannot  be  determined  from  the  complaint  whether  or  not  the 
alleged  acts  are  excusable  under  the  rule  of  damnum  dbtque  injwiaf 
applied  by  the  court  below,  and  the  facts  pleaded  do  not  amount 
to  a  conjecture  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  acts,  we  are  not  concerned 
with  that  particular  reason  assigned  by  the  court  for  its  ruling. 
It  is  sufficient  that  the  ruling  sustaining  the  demurrer  was  correeti 

See  Appeal,  !• 

IN8TBUCTI0N.    See  Contract,  82;  Criminal  Law,  84-86,  06,  67.70| 
Fraud,  8;  Negligence,  7,  18,  21-88. 

INSUBANCB. 

1*  Lot  Insurance — Unpaid  Premium — ^Forfeiture  of  Pouot— Lim- 
itation OF  AXTTHQRITT  TO  WAIVE — KNOWLEDGE  OF  ASSURED. — ^Whcro 
a  policy  of  life  insurance  provided  that  the  failure  to  pay  any 
premium  when  due  would  render  the  policy  void,  and  that  none 
of  its  terms  can  be  varied  or  modified,  nor  any  forfeiture  waived,  or 
premiums  in  arrears  received,  except  by  agreement  in  writing,  signed 
by  either  the  president,  vice-president,  secretary,  or  actuary,  whose 
authority  for  this  purpose  will  not  be  delegated,  and  that  no  other 
person  has  or  will  be  given  such  authority,  such  limitation  of  au- 
thority is  valid,  and  the  assured  is  chargeable  with  knowledge  of  Its 
terms.  (Cayford  v.  Metropolitan  Life  Ins.  Co.,  715.) 
8.  Belivert  OF  Beceift  TO  Local  Soucitob^-Unauthorizsd  Extbn- 
BION  OF  TlMB.^ — The  delivery  of  a  receipt  to  a  local  solicitor  to  collect 
the  premium  when  due  confers  upon  him  no  power  to  extend  the 
time  for  payment  of  the  premium  when  due,  or  to  waive  a  forfeiture 
resulting  from  nonpayment  thereof  when  due.     (Id.) 

INTEBVENTION. 

1.  Action  to  Quixt  TirLB—TiruB  Claimed  bt  Intervenebs— Bffxot 
0(F  Obdeb. — ^An  action  to  quiet  title  is  one  for  the  recovery  of  real 
property;  and  an  order  of  the  superior  court  granting  leave  to  in- 
terveners, who  claim  title  against  the  plaintiff,  to  intervene,  de- 
termined that  the  interveners  had  sn  interest  in  the  matter  in  liti- 
gation.    (Townsend  v.  Driver,  581.) 
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INTERVENTION  (Continued). 

2.  Bights  or  Interveners — Prooedurx  and  Bsmedobs  or  Dstend- 
▲NTS. — ^Under  section  387  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  such 
interveners  were  entitled  as  parties  to  avail  themselves  of  all  the 
procedure  and  remedies  to  which  the  defendants  were  entitled  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  the  action  or  resisting  the  plaintiff  Is 
tlaims.     (Id.) 

8.  Adverse  Interest — ^Position  of  Intsrvsnebs. — ^Where  the  interve- 
ners claimed  the  exclusive  title  and  served  their  complaint  in  in- 
tervention upon  all  parties,  fheir  claim  to  the  subject  matter  Is 
an  interest  adverse  both  to  the  plaintiff  and  to  defendants;  but 
as  against  the  plaintiff,  thej  occupy  under  the  law  the  position  of 
plaintiffs  in  intervention  uniting  with  defendants  in  the  cause  in 
resisting  the  demands  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  cause.     (Id.) 

4s.  Inaction  of  Defaui/tino  Defendants — Interveners  not  Preju- 
diced.— The  inaction  of  the  defendants  in  permitting  their  default 
does  not  preclude  the  interveners  from  their  relief.     (Id.) 

S.  BioHT  of  Plaintiff  to  Dismiss — ^DisinssAL  Against  Interve- 
ners— ^Beldbf  Against  Defendants. — ^Where  it  appears  that  the 
only  relief  sought  by  the  interveners  was  that  plaintiff  take  nothing 
and  that  interveners  recover  costs,  the  plaintiff  had  the  right  com- 
pletely to  dismiss  the  action  against  all  of  the  defendants,  and  the 
interveners;  but  where  he  did  not  elect  to  do  so,  he  had  no  right  to 
dismiss  the  action  as  to  the  interveners  only,  and  then  proceed  to 
take  the  relief  sought  against  the  other  defendants,  without  dispos- 
ing of  the  issues  raised  by  the  complaints  in  intervention,  where  the 
order  allowing  the  intervention  had  not  been  set  aside.     (Id.) 

t.  Erroneous  Befusal  to  Vacate  Judgment. — ^Where  the  partial 
dismissal  against  the  interveners  was  by  action  of  the  plaintiff  only, 
and  not  by  order  of  the  court,  the  court  erred  in  refusing  an  appli- 
cation of  the  interveners  to  set  aside  the  judgment  against  the 
defendants,  because  notice  of  the  hearing  was  not  served  upon  the 
interveners  nor  waived  by  them.     (Id.) 

7.  Begital  in  Judgment — ^Dismissal  bt  Plaintiff — Order  of  Court 
not  Presumed. — Where  the  judgment  entered  recited  that  the  ac- 
tion as  to  the  interveners  was  dismissed  by  plaintiff,  and  does  not 
purport  to  make  any  order  or  direction  upon  the  part  of  the  court, 
the  doctrine  of  intendment  in  favor  of  the  judgment  cannot  be 
carried  to  the  extent  of  presuming  that  done  by  the  court  which  it 
expressly  declares  to  have  been  done  by  the  plaintiff.     (Id.) 

8.  Limited  Power  of  Court  as  to  Dismissal — Trial  upon  Merits. — 
The  court  has  no  other  power  of  dismissal,  either  as  an  entirety 
or  as  against  parties,  except  as  authorized  by  section  581  of  the 
Code  of  Civil  Procedure.  In  all  other  cases  the  action  must  be 
tried  upon  its  merits.  An  order  dismissing  the  action  as  to  the 
inter\'eners  would  be  unauthorized.     (Id.) 
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IBRIGATION  DISTBICT. 

1.  Payment  or  Interest  on  Bonded  Indebtedness — ^Refusal  to  Levy 
Assessment — Mandamus — Jubisdigtion. — Where  the  board  of  di- 
reetors  of  an  irrigation  district  have  refused  to  levy  an  assessment 
to  paj  the  interest  on  its  bonded  indebtedness,  and  the  board  of 
supervisors,  after  a  petition  therefor,  have  refused  to  levy  such  as- 
sessment, as  provided  by  the  act  of  March  31,  1897,  providing  for 
the  organization  and  government  of  irrigation  districts,  the  superior 
eonrt  of  the  county  in  which  the  irrigation  district  is  situated  has 
jurisdiction  to  compel  the  levying  of  such  assessment  by  the  board 
of  supervisors,  in  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  the  office  of  its 
board  of  directors  is  not  within  the  eounty.  The  presumptions  are 
in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court.  (Nevada  National  Bank 
of  San  Francisco  v.  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Kern  County,  638.) 

2.  Expense  or  Levy  and  Assessment. — The  expense  of  the  levy  and 
assessment,  in  addition  to  the  annual  interest,  is  a  proper  charge 
against  the  irrigation  district.     (Id.) 

8.  Bights  of  Judgment  Gseditoes  to  Warp  of  Mandate. — A  judg- 
ment creditor  of  an  irrigation  district  has  the  right  to  call  upon  its 
board  of  directors  to  pay  the  judgment,  and  upon  their  refusal 
or  neglect  to  do  so,  to  have  recourse  to  the  supervisors,  and,  upon 
their  refusal  to  levy  an  assessment  sufficient  to  pay  the  judgment, 
to  apply  for  a  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  such  levy.     (Id.) 

4.  Bes  Adjudicata — Effect  of  Judgment  on  Original  Obligation- — 
Neither  the  board  of  directors,  nor  the  board  of  supervisors,  nor  the 
taxpayers  of  the  district  can  defend  the  proceeding  in  mandamus 
on  any  of  the  grounds  litigated,  or  which  might  be  litigated  in  the 
action  in  which  the  judgment  was  rendered.  The  judgment  does 
not  create  a  new  obligation,  but  simply  presents,  in  a  different  form, 
the  obligation  already  assumed,  and  affords  the  highest  sanction  of 
the  law  to  its  validity.    (Id.) 

5.  Excess  of  Jubisdigtion — ^Payment  of  Judgment  by  Supebvisobs — 
New  Tbial  not  Bequibsd. — The  court  exceeded  its  jurisdiction  in 
directing  the  supervisors  to  pay  plaintiff's  judgment  out  of  the 
moneys  eolleeted  by  them.  Such  direction  should  be  stricken  eut; 
bat  tiie  error  does  not  necessitate  a  new  trial.     (Id.) 

••  OONBTITUTIONALITY  OF  SECTION  39. — Section  39  of  the  act  in  ques- 
tion is  not  in  violation  of  any  provision  in  the  present  constitution 
of  the  state.    (Id.) 

T«  OoNSTBUcnoN  OF  Statute — ^Levy  to  Pay  Several  Unpaid  In- 
stallments.— One  levy  may  be  made  under  the  statute  to  pay  the 
aggregate  amount  of  installments  of  interest  and  principal,  whieh 
have  fallen  due  in  previous  successive  years.     (Id.) 

8.  Judgment — Failube  to  Provide  fob  Other  Creditors — Presump- 
tion.— The  judgment  in  mandamus  requiring  a  levy  sufficient  to 
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pay  plaintiff's  debt  is  not  erroneons  because  it  fails  to  pioTlda 
for  other  creditors.  If  there  are  other  creditors  whose  claims  the 
irrigation  district  is  solicitous  to  haye  paid,  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  it  will  not  object  to  an  increase  in  the  levy  to  meet  such  other 
obligations.     (Id.) 

9.  Pboposxd  Bid  tok  Wobk — Cebtiiied  Check — ^Forfeitusi — YatDmaB 
Against  Evidkncb — Invalid  Pbocxeding — Suppobt  or  Judgment. 
In  an  action  to  restrain  the  managers  of  defendant  bank  from  pay- 
ing a  certified  cheek,  indorsed  "not  to  be  paid  unless  forfeited," 
which  was  delivered  to  the  irrigation  district  defendant,  with  a 
sealed  bid  for  proposed  work  on  its  canal  system,  the  check  to  bt 
returned  if  the  bid  was  not  accepted,  and  forfeited  if  the  bid  was 
accepted,  and  not  complied  with  by  plaintiff,  where  issue  was  joined 
as  to  the  acceptance  of  the  bid  and  noncompliance  therewith  by  the 
plaintiff,  and  the  court  found  against  evidence  as  matter  of  fact 
that  the  averments  of  the  complaint  were  true,  and  the  denials 
and  averments  of  the  answer  were  untrue,  a  judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiffs can  only  be  supported  upon  the  theory  that  the  court  found,  as 
matter  of  law,  that  the  whole  proceeding  was  invalid,  and  that  the 
attempted  acceptance  and  award  were  nugatoiy.  (Healey  ▼•  Anglo- 
Galifomian  Bank,  Limited,  278.) 

10.  FaILUBS    07    OFnOSRS    OF    DlSTBIOT    TO    COMPLT    WITH    ESSENTIAL 

Pbogbxdings — ^VoiD  Contract — ^Biddeb  not  Estoppd). — ^Where  the 
officers  of  the  irrigation  district,  which  is  a  public  municipal  corpo- 
ration, have  dispensed  or  failed  to  comply  with  any  of  the  essential 
proceedings  prescribed  by  statute  for  investing  them  with  power 
to  contract,  no  liability  Is  imposed  upon  the  corporation  by  tha 
contract,  and  the  bidder,  whose  offer  is  a  mere  naked  one,  without 
consideration,  is  not  estopped,  by  reason  of  his  failure  to  comply 
therewith,  from  claiming  the  return  of  the  check  deposited  with 
his  bid,  or  from  enjoining  the  payment  thereof.     (Id.) 

IL  Adtebtisembnt  of  Less  Than  Whole  Wobk-^Ohissionb  in  Db- 
8CBIPTI0N — Insufficient  Notice. — ^Where  the  advertisement  under 
section  53  of  the  Wright  Act  was  for  less  than  the  whole  work, 
it  is  essential  that  the  notice  must  describe  the  particular  work  to 
be  done,  as  required  in  that  section,  so  as  to  correspond  with  tfaa 
plans  and  specifications  thereof,  which  must  relate  to  the  sama 
work,  so  as  not  to  mislead  bidders  to  their  disadvantage,  and  the 
failure  properly  to  describe  the  work  rendered  the  notice  insofl- 
dent    (Id.) 

12.  Ungebtaintdbs  Affeoting  Competition  in  Bidding. — ^Any  nnoer- 
tainties  affecting  competition  in  bidding,  either  as  to  the  substan- 
tial terms  of  the  proposed  contract,  or  a  substantial  Tariance  as  to 
inch  terms  between  the  notice  to  bidders  and  the  plans  and  speciil- 
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cations,  or  in  the  plans  and  specifications,  or  as  to  tfaa  reserved 
power  of  the  engineer  to  change  the  plans  and  require  extra  work 
without  providing  for  compensation,  rendered  the  whole  proceed- 
ings invalid.    (Id.) 

JUDGMENT. 

1«  Judgment  by  DEFAui/r— Vacation — "Nomcm  ani>  Arwmkym — Ooh- 
jxjNonvi  FOBM  OF  Grounds — Oonsteuction — SumcuNcr. — ^The 
affidavits  used  on  a  motion  to  vacate  a  judgment  bj  default  are  not 
to  be  construed  with  the  strictness  applied  to  a  pleading  in  matters 
of  form;  and  the  fact  that  the  grounds  of  the  motion  are  stated 
eonjunetivelj  in  the  notice  and  affidavits  filed,  that  "said  defend- 
ant failed  to  answer  in  time  through  inadvertence,  mistake,  and  es- 
eusable  neglect,''  is  not  materiaL  It  is  sufficient  if  the  facts  proved 
jnstifjr  the  action  of  the  court  in  relieving  the  applicant  on  the 
ground  of  inadvertence,  mistake,  or  excusable  neglect.  (Montijo  ▼• 
Sharer,  780.) 

1.  SuTfioiXNCT  OF  Showing — ^Action  for  Fobciblis  Entry — ^Employ* 
MXNT  FOR  Answering  Defendant — ^Reliance  upon  Supposed 
Ownership — Discretion. — Where  the  moving  party  was  in  the 
employ  of  a  codefendant  who  answered  the  complaint,  and  who  in- 
formed him  that  an  interurban  railway  company  was  the  owner 
of  the  premises  and  would  take  care  of  the  suit,  and  that  he  need 
Bot  bother  about  it,  and  that  relying  thereupon  he  failed  to  an- 
■wer,  nnder  the  circumstances  he  had  the  right  to  rely  upon  the 
■tatement  that  the  corporation  whom  he  believed  was  the  real  party 
in  interest  would  protect  him,  and  the  fact  that  his  employer  had 
awwared  was  a  circumstance  to  be  considered  by  the  court,  and  the 
•onrt  properly  exercised  its  discretion  in  favor  of  a  trial  of  the 
ease  on  its  merits.     (Id.) 

t.  Affidatit  of  Merits — ^Verified  Answer. — Although  no  sufficient 
separate  affidavit  of  merits  was  embodied  in  the  affidavits,  yet 
where  the  verified  answer  to  the  complaint  was  filed  with  the  affi- 
davits, and  a  copy  thereof  was  served  with  the  notice  and  affidavits, 
mch  verified  answer  is  of  itself  a  sufficient  affidavit  of  merits.     (Id.) 

4.  Res  AojusiaATA— Modi  of  Proof — Collateral  Attack — ^Recitals 

OF   JUBISMOinDNAL   FaOTB — CERTIFIED   COPIES   OF   JUDGMENT,   FlND- 

nros  AMft  PtBADiNv.3. — ^Whcre  a  judgment  is  offered  as  an  estoppel, 
Jvisdiction  to  render  it  must  appear.  The  usual  maimer  of  proof 
of  jurisdictional  facts  is  to  offer  the  judgment-roll;  but  where  the 
attack  upon  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  superior  court  is  collateral, 
Its  recitals  showing  acquisition  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  parties  are 
ovidence  of  the  facts  recited,  and  every  intendment  must  be  in- 
dulged in  favor  of  the  judgment.  In  such  case,  certified  copies  of 
the  judgment,  findings  and  pleadings  are  admissible  lo  show  what 
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isBaes  were  concluded  bj  the  judgment,  w  against  the  partSea  and 
their  privies,  though  unaccompanied  bj  the  judgment-roll.  (Page 
▼.  Garver,  383.) 

5.  JuDGMSMT  Against  Intestate — ^Heibs  and  Widow  Cokolddbd. — 
▲  judgment  binding  upon  an  intestate  is  binding  upon  his  hein  at 
law,  and  a  judgment  which  would  estop  him  in  life  would  bar  an 
action  for  the  same  cause  by  his  widow,  who  stands  in  his  shoes, 
after  his  death.     (Id.) 

6.  IDKNTITT  07   ISSUXS — ^ACHON   BT   PUVT  IN   ESTATB— ESTOPPBL  BT 

FoBMER  Judgment. — ^For  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  the 
issues  determined  by  the  former  judgment  are  the  same  as  those 
presented  in  an  action  by  a  privy  in  estate  of  the  losing  party,  le- 
iort  may  be  had  to  the  pleadings  and  findings  introduced  in  evi- 
dence in  connection  with  the  former  judgment,  and  where  il  ap- 
pears that  the  issues  are  the  same,  and  that  the  same  evidence 
would  be  required  to  support  the  former  action  which  would  be 
required  in  the  one  at  bar,  the  plaintiff  is  estopped  l^  the  ad- 
judication therein  had.  (Id.) 
T«  Vacation — ^Mistake  of  Law  bt  Attornet— Reuxt  in  Equitt— Im- 
8UFFI0ISNT  Complaint. — ^Though  a  complaint  in  equity  to  vacate  a 
judgment  may  disclose  a  sufficient  ground  for  relief  by  motion  un- 
der section  473  of  the  Oode  of  Civil  Procedure,  addressed  to  the  dls- 
eretion  of  the  court,  for  a  mistake  of  law  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant's attorney,  had  such  motion  been  made  in  time,  yety  the 
time  having  elapsed  for  such  motion,  the  mere  averment  of  such 
mistake  of  law  in  the  complaint,  not  occasioned  by  any  act  of  the 
defendant  causing  the  phuntiff  to  default  in  an  action  brou^t 
by  the  defendant  to  quiet  title  to  a  water  right  against  the  plain- 
tiff, states  no  cause  of  action  for  relief  in  equity  against  the  judg- 
ment in  such  action.  (Amestoy  Estate  Company  v.  Ci^  of  Los 
Angeles,  278.) 

8.  ICISTAKB  IN  ACCEPTINQ  OPINION  OF  AtTOBNEY— BlPABTAN  BlOSTB— 

Claih  07  Wateb  Bight  b7  City.— Where  the  complaint  shows  no 
mistake  of  fact  on  plaintiff's  part,  and  the  only  mistake,  if  any, 
was  in  accepting  the  opinion  of  plaintiff's  own  attorney,  as  matter 
of  law,  that  the  claim  of  a  water  right  on  the  part  of  the  dty 
wss  superior  to  that  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  riparian  owner  on  the 
stream,  which  alone  led  it  to  make  default  in  an  action  to  quiet 
the  city's  title  to  the  water  against  the  adverse  daim  of  the  plain- 
tiff, the  rule  is  applicable  that  "neither  the  ignorance,  the  blunders, 
nor  the  misapprehension  of  counsel,  not  occasioned  by  the  adverse 
party,  is  any  ground  for  vacating  the  judgment  or  decree."  (Id.) 
••  False  Claim  07  Citt— Issue  Tendebxd  bt  Goicflaint'— Con* 
OLT7SIVENBS8  OF  JuDGMSNT--Conceding  that  the  dty's  elaim  to  the 
flBtire  water  of  the  stream  was  false  and  fraudulent  as  against  the 
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plaintiir,  as  a  riparian  owner,  and  might  have  been  suecessfuny  da- 
fended^  jet  as  an  issue  was  tendered  upon  the  claim,  and  the 
plaintiff,  as  defendant,  was  called  upon  to  set  forth  any  adyeraa 
elaim  on  its  part,  the  claim  of  the  city  was  in  no  sense  collateral 
to  the  merits  of  the  action;  and  the  judgment  declaring  the  adverse 
daim  is  conelusiTe,  where  there  was  no  concealment  or  impositioB 
upon  the  court,  and  no  extrinsic  or  collateral  frand  is  shown  an 
the  part  of  the  city  to  prevent  a  fair  submission  of  iha  controversy. 
(Id.) 

10.  Judgment    upon    Evidence — ^Presumption — ^Inconsistent    Aver- 

ment OF  Void  Judgment. — ^Where  tha  judgment  set  forth  in  the 
complaint  shows  that  it  was  not  merely  rendered  by  default,  but 
that  it  was  ordered  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of  the  com- 
plaint, the  presumption  is  that  it  was  rendered  upon  competent 
evidence,  and  the  plaintiff  cannot  be  heard  in  this  proceeding  in 
equity  to  question  the  sufficiency  of  the  evidence  presumably  be- 
fore the  court,  which  was  by  it  determined  to  warrant  the  judg- 
ment, and  an  inconsistent  averment  that  it  was  an  unauthorized 
and  void  judgment  by  default  is  controlled  by  the  judgment  set 
forth.    (Id.) 

11.  New  TbiaI/— Appeal  prom  OrdeRt— Insuppicienct  op  Evidence— Ep- 

PBCT  op  Beversal. — ^A  reversal  by  the  appellate  court  of  an  order 
denying  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  assigned,  that  the  findings  were 
not  justified  by  the  evidence,  has  the  effect  to  award  to  the  parties 
m  new  triaL  The  parties  occupy  the  same  position  under  such  re- 
versal as  though  no  trial  had  ever  been  had.  The  case  is  before 
the  court  below  for  trial  de  novo  of  all  issues  of  fact,  upon  such 
proper  amendments  to  the  pJeadings  as  the  court  may  allow;  and 
the  parties  have  the  right,  upon  the  new  trial,  to  introduce  any  and 
all  competent  evidence.  (Riley  ▼.  The  Loma  Vista  Banch  Company, 
25.) 

12.  Erroneous  Judgment  upon  Motion,  without  Trial — ^F6rmeb 
Judgment  Against  Codependants.— Where  the  superior  court, 
after  the  going  down  of  the  remittitur,  awarded  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  respondent  against  the  appellant  upon  motion,  based  upon 
•  former  judgment  rendered  in  his  favor  against  codefendants  of 
the  appellant,  without  any  trial  or  findings  of  fact  against  the  ap- 
pellant, the  judgment  is  erroneous  and  must  be  reversed.     (Id.) 

18.  Absence  op  Findings  not  Waived— Judgment  not  Supportei>— 
Bight  op  Appeal  not  Waived. — There  being  no  findings  and  ne 
waiver  of  findings,  the  judgment  is  unauthorized.  It  cannot  be 
deemed  supported  by  the  former  findings  set  aside  upon  reversal 
The  mere  failure  of  appellant's  counsel  to  object  to  the  procedure 
adopted  by  the  court  did  not  have  the  effect  to  waive  the  right  of 
Iha  appellant  to  appeal  from  the  erroneous  and  unsupported  ardar 
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and  judgment  rendered  against  appeHant  upon  motion,  without  tbt 
new  trial  allowed  by  this  eourt.     (Id.) 

See  Appeal,  1,  3,  5,  6;  Attachment,  10-12;  Cfontraet,  30;  Corpora- 
tions, 6;  Divorce,  5,  6;  Eminent  Domain,  2,  3;  Estates  of  De- 
eeased  Persons,  2-4;  Habeas  Corpus;  Husband  and  Wife,  5; 
Irrigation  District,  3,  4,  8;  Intervention,  5-8;  Justice's  Court, 
Si  4;  Mechanics'  Liens,  7;  Quieting  Title,  1-3;  Slander,  1. 

JTIBI8DICTI0N.  See  Contempt,  4,  5;  Contract,  29;  Criminal  Law,  16; 
Divorce,  5;  False  Imprisonment,  1;  Habeas  Corpus,  1;  Hus- 
band and  Wife,  1;  Irrigation  District,  1,  5;  Judgment,  1; 
JuBtica'i  Court,  2-4;  Place  of  Trial;  Prohibition,  L 

JUBY  AND  JUBOBS.  See  Contract,  25;  Criminal  Law,  73-76;  Neg- 
ligence, 8. 

JUSTICE'S  OOUBT. 

1.  Appeal  tbom  Jubtigk's  Court— Efveot  ot  Failuse  or  Sureties  to 
JUSTIFT. — ^Upon  an  attempted  appeal  from  the  justice 's  eourt,  where 
the  sureties  fail  to  justify  when  required  to  do  so,  the  appeal  must 
be  regarded  as  if  no  undertaking  had  been  given,  and  the  cause 
remains  in  the  justice 's  court  until  a  new  undertaking  is  filed  or  until 
the  sureties  justify.  (Lane  v.  Superior  Court  of  Kings  Countj, 
762.) 

I.  Absence  ov  Jurisdiction  or  Appeal — Prohibition^ — In  Bueh  eaae 
where  the  justification  of  the  sureties  was  abandoned,  and  an  under- 
taking was  filed  more  than  thirty  days  after  the  rendition  of  the 
judgment,  the  appeal  is  ineffectual,  and  the  superior  eourt  has  bo 
jurisdietion  thereof;  and  prohibition  will  lie  to  prevent  the  ■uperior 
eourt  from  trying  the  case.     (Id.) 

t.  Judgment  by  Default — Time  or  Entry — Construction  or  Cods — 
KiNisTERiAL  Duty — Directory  Provisions — Jurisdiction. — Section 
871  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure  does  not  direct  a  justice  of  the 
peace  to  enter  a  judgment  by  default  within  any  prescribed  time. 
Section  911,  subdivision  4,  and  section  912  of  the  same  code,  re- 
quiring the  justice  to  enter  on  his  docket ' '  the  time  when  the  parties 
or  either  of  them  appear,  or  their  nonappearance  if  default  be 
made,"  and  to  make  these  entries  ''at  the  time  when  they  occur," 
merely  provide  for  ministerial  duties  and  are  directory.  The  faUure 
to  execute  a  ministerial  duty  in  proper  time  does  not  devest  the 
court  of  jurisdiction.  (IlalJ  v.  Justice's  Court  of  the  City  and 
County  of  San  Francisco,  133.) 

4.  Length  or  Delay  in  Entering  Judgment — Jurisdiction  not  Ex- 
gebdsi>~Failubb  to  Ai'i'£AL— Writ  or  Bsview.— Tha  fact  that 
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there  was  a  delaj  of  eight  years  in  entering  a  judgment  by  default 
in  the  justice's  court  after  the  return  of  the  service  of  summons 
upon  the  defendant  does  not  show  an  excess  of  jurisdiction.  A  writ 
of  review  does  not  lie  to  annul  the  judgment,  where  jurisdiction 
was  not  exceeded  in  its  entry,  nor  can  the  writ  be  granted  where  an 
appeal  may  be  taken,  or  where,  by  the  neglect  of  the  applicant  in 
failing  to  appeal,  the  right  of  appeal  has  been  lost  (Id.) 
See  Criminal  Law,  16,  17;  Habeas  Corpos,  2j  Prohibitiom. 

LANDLOBD  AND  TENANT.    See  Lease. 

LABCENT.    See  Criminal  Law,  16-18. 

Law  of  CASB.    Sea  stare  Beeisia. 

LEASE. 

L  FiziD  Te&m — Spschted  Bxntal— Partial  Bbobipt — Comstbuo- 
nOM. — ^A  lease  bearing  date  September  25,  1905,  and  acknowledging 
receipt  from  the  lessees  named  of  $20  on  account  of  ''old  Schien 
store^  at  a  monthly  rental  from  Oct  1,  of  $125  per  month  for 
first  six  months,  i.  e.,  to  April  Ist;  of  $75  per  month  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  year  closing  Oct  1,  1906;  $105  due  and  ipayal)le," 
and  signed  by  the  lessors,  under  which  the  lessees  entered  October  1, 
1905,  and  paid,  is  by  its  terms  a  fixed  lease  for  one  year.  The  fact 
that  it  is  in  part  a  receipt  is  immaterial.     (Dodd  ▼.  Pasch,  686.) 

1.  Parol  Eyidxnge— Tbnanot  from  Month  to  Mont^.— Parol  evi- 
dence is  inadmissible  to  vary  the  terms  of  such  lease  by  showing  that 
it  was  leased  from  month  to  month,  and  that  the  lessor  terminated 
it  by  notice.     (Id.) 

8.  EsBRNTiALs  07  Lrass. — ^The  only  essentials  of  a  lease  are  that 
it  shall  clearly  show  the  names  of  the  contracting  parties,  prem- 
ises leased,  the  rental,  and  the  term.     (Id.) 

4.  Tiia  or  Pathrnt  or  Brnt  not  Essrntial.— The  time  of  payment 
of  the  rent  need  not  be  specified  in  the  lease,  for  when  not  ftate^l 
nor  governed  by  usage,  it  is  fixed  by  law,  by  the  terms  of  section 
1947  of  the  Civil  Code.     (Id.) 

ff.  SlOVATURl   or   LRS8RR8    NOT   ESSRNTUL— ACORPTANOB^— It   is   Sllfll- 

eient  that  the  lease  is  signed  by  the  lessor.  The  signatures  of  the 
lessees  are  not  essential;  but  th^  manifest  their  aeeeptanea  of  the 
lease  l^  entering  under  it  and  paying  the  rent    (Id.) 

••  LiRN     or     LR8SRB     WOtk     ADVANGR8— PRRVRMTION     Or     CROPS— AOT 

or  00]>— Bboovrrt  Back  or  Advangrs.— Where,  by  th^  terms  of  a 
lease,  the  lessees  were  to  farm  the  land  leased  for  crops  of  grain 
and  hay,  and  to  make  a  specified  advance  to  tho  lessors^  and  thCKO> 
0  CaL  App.— 58 
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after  a  monthlj  sum  on  demand,  and  all  advances  made  were  to 
be  a  lien  on  the  lessors'  share  of  the  crops  with  interest  when 
harrested,  and  where,  after  using  all  possible  endeavor  to  raise 
erops  thereon,  the  crops  were  prevented  and  whoUj  deetrojed  \jj 
the  act  of  God,  through  the  agency  of  floods,  the  lessees  were  not 
bound  to  make  any  further  advances  on  demand,  and  were  en- 
titled before  the  expiration  of  the  lease  to  sue  to  recover  back  th« 
amount  of  advances  made  with  interest.  (Carstenbrook  ▼•  Wed- 
derien,  603.) 

7.  Sufficiency  of  Findincs — Pastubagb  of  Stock — Countsrcluh 
BY  Lessors.— ^e»d,  that  the  findings  for  the  plaintiffs  sufficiently 
eover  all  of  the  material  issues  raised  bj  the  pleadings;  and  when 
the  court  found  that  no  crop  of  hay  could  be  raised  or  cut  upon 
the  land,  and  that,  after  the  flood,  a  very  small  quantity  of 
grass  grew  thereon,  mixed  with  weeds,  on  which  sheep  and  cattla 
eould  be  and  were  pastured  by  plaintiffs  for  a  limited  time,  til* 
plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  such  pasturage,  and  findings  that  plain- 
tiffs were  entitled  thereto,  and  that  defendants  take  nothing  by  their 
counterclaim  for  the  alleged  value  thereof,  sufficiently  respond  to  the 
issues  raised  l^  the  counterclaim.     (Id.) 

1  Unlawful  Betaineb^-Estoppel  of  Lessee — Bight  to  Show 
Termination  of  Lessor's  Title. — Though  in  an  action  of  nnlawful 
detainer  the  lessee  is  estopped  from  denying  the  title  of  the  lenor, 
as  it  stood  when  the  lease  was  executed,  he  is  not  estopped  to  show 
that  the  title  of  the  lessor  has  expired  or  has  been  extinguished, 
or  has  been  alienated  from  him  by  operation  of  law.  (Teieh  ▼• 
Arms,  475.) 

9.  Bale  to  Stats  for  Taxes — Failure  of  Bedemption — Title  mom 
State — Attornment  by  Tenant. — ^\\'here  the  land  leased  waa  sold 
to  the  state  for  taxes,  and  the  right  of  the  lessor  to  redeem  after  the 
execution  of  a  deed  to  the  state  was  foreclosed  by  the  state's  con- 
veyance of  the  title  to  another  owner,  such  owner  has  the  right  to 
receive  the  rents,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  tenant  to  attorn  to  the 
owner.  (Id.) 
to.  Action  Against  Prior  Lessee  of  Store — Wrongful  Withhoiaino 
FROM  Subsequent  Lessee — Damages — ^Defense — Settlement  of 
Prior  Suit  Against  Lessor — Instruction — Support  of  Verdict. 
In  an  action  by  a  subsequent  lessee  of  a  store  to  recover  damages 
against  a  prior  lessee  for  the  wrongful  withholding  thereof  after 
the  term,  in  which  defendant  pleaded  in  bar  a  prior  action  to  re- 
eover  the  same  damages  against  the  lessor,  which  was  settled  and 
dismissed  upon  the  lessor's  payment  of  costs  and  plaintiff's  at- 
torney's fees,  where  the  court  instructed  the  jury  that  if  they  found 
that  the  actual  damages  sued  for  against  the  lessor  had  entered 
into  the  settlement  and  dismissal  of  the  prior  suit,  plaintiff  eould 
not  recover  them  against  the  lessee,  and  the  jury  found  a  general 
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liBASB  (Gontiiiued). 

▼erdiet  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  aettial  damages  claimed  against 
the  prior  lessee,  such  verdict  amounts  to  a  finding  that  sneh  actual 
damages  were  not  included  in  such  settlement,  and  there  being  evi* 
denee  to  support  it,  the  verdict  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  appeaL 
(Snjder  t.  Began,  64.) 

U.  GOICPBTBNOT  OF  EVIDENCE  AS  TO  SETTLEMENT— BBCEIPT  IN  GbNEEAL 

Terms — Belzase  of  All  Claims.— It  was  competent  to  show  what 
matters  entered  into  the  settlement  and  diBmiseal  of  the  prior  suit 
against  the  lessor,  even  though  the  receipt  in  general  terms  released 
the  lessor  from  aU  claims  of  damages  against  him.     (Id.) 

18.  PiiSADiNa — OwNEssHip  OF  BUSINESS  DAMAGED.- An  averment  that 
plaintiff  was  a  merchant  in  the  citj  where  the  storeroom  was  leased, 
•nd  conducted  a  store  business  in  that  city,  and  that  in  view  of 
increasing  his  business  he  leased  the  storeroom  wrongfuUj  withheld, 
and  was  injured  in  his  business  because  he  could  not  remove  his 
goods  thereto,  is  a  sufficient  averment  of  the  ownership  of  the  busi- 
ness damaged  as  against  a  general  demurrer.     (Id.) 

18.  DxPBXGUTiON  IN  VALUE  OF  GOODS  TO  BUSINESS. — An  averment 
that  ''the  goods  depreciated  in  value  to  plaintiff's  business,"  suffi- 
ciently alleges  a  loss  to  the  business  conducted  by  plaintiff,  ia  re- 
lation to  such  goods  as  he  would  have  been  enabled  to  seU  but  for  the 
tortious  act  of  defendant.     (Id.) 

14  SuppOKT  OF  Verdict — Ck)NFLicTiNo  Evidence  as  to  Ownership 
AND  Damage. — ^Where  there  was  a  conflict  of  evidence  as  to  plain- 
tiff's ownership  of  the  business,  and  as  to  whether  the  damages 
thereto  could  liave  been  avoided  by  the  use  of  ordinary  diligence, 
MB  well  as  to  the  amount  of  damages  suffered  on  account  of  the 
various  items  specified  in  the  complaint,  and  as  to  whether  his 
goods  actually  depreciated  in  value,  to  his  injury,  and  there  was 
some  testimony  to  support  the  verdict  for  plaintiff,  it  is  conclusive 
M  to  all  such  questions.     (Id.) 

15.  Items  of  Damage^— Keview  upon  Appeal. — ^Where  the  agreed 
proof  is  such  as  to  warrant  the  jury  in  determining  generally  the 
damage  to  the  extent  found  by  them  in  their  verdict,  it  is  not  in- 
enmbent  upon  the  appellate  court  to  enter  upon  a  calculation  as  to 
the  elements  of  damages,  and  what  may  or  may  not  have  been  eon- 
■idered,  or  the  weight  or  effect  which  was  given  to  any  particular 
testimony  as  to  items  of  damage,  nor  to  examine  the  items  to  de- 
termine whether  the  jury  considered  some  small  item,  where  the  tea- 
timony  was  veiy  slight    (Id.) 


LEEN.    See  Mechanics'  Lieni. 
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BIANDAMTJS.    See   Irrigation   District^    1,    3;    Mechanics'    Liens,    7; 
Municipal  Corporations,  8;  Office  and  Officers,  3* 

MASTEB  AND  SEBVANT.    See  Negligence,  6-10. 

MEASUBE  OF  DAMAGES.    See  Damages. 

MECHANICS'  LIENa 

1.  Void  Comtraot — ^Priob  Gommbncemznt  ow  Wobk^Ouission  vo  Pbo- 
viDB  WOA  Final  Payment.— Where  the  work  on  a  building  to  cost 
$3,100  was  commenced  and  materials  furnished  prior  to  the  execu- 
tion and  record  of  the  contract,  and  it  omitted  to  provide  for  the 
final  payment  of  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  contract  price  at  least 
thirty-five  days  after  completion  of  the  building,  the  contract  is 
void  as  to  all  persons  performing  labor  or  furnishing  materials  on 
the  building.     (Stimson  Mill  Co.  v.  Nolan,  754.) 

£.  Statement  vob  Benefit  of  Contbagtob — Statute  not  Comflisd 
With. — The  mere  statement  in  the  contract,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
contractor,  that  the  owner  might  pay  the  whole  amount,  when  re- 
ceipts were  produced,  cannot  be  construed  as  a  substantial  compli- 
ance with  the  statute  as  to  the  last  payment,  or  even  an  attempt  in 
that  direction,  where  it  appears  that  the  whole  contract  price  was 
payable  upon  completion,  and  the  last  payment  was  treated  by  the 
parties  as  the  completion  payment,  the  amount  of  which  was  de- 
pleted by  the  expenses  of  completion  made  necessary  by  the  con- 
tractor's abandonment  of  the  contract.     (Id.) 

S.  Equality  of  Bights  of  Lien  Claimants. — The  court  erred  in  re- 
fusing to  award  a  lien  for  the  full  value  of  the  material  and  labor 
to  those  who  bestowed  the  same  after  the  contract  was  filed.  The 
constitutional  provision  which  gives  to  mechanics,  materialmen, 
artisans  and  laborers  of  every  class  a  lien  upon  the  property  upon 
which  they  bestowed  labor  or  furnished  materials  places  such  parties 
in  the  same  class.  Their  equality  is  established  by  the  constitution 
and  cannot  be  impaired  or  destroyed  by  the  legislature.  One  liea 
elaimant  cannot  be  preferred  over  others.     (Id.) 

4.  Attobnsys'  Fees  not  Allowable.— Lien  claimants  cannot  be  ml- 
lowed  attorneys'  fees  in  an  action  to  foreclose  their  liens.     (Id.) 

5,  Lien  upon  Stbuctube  and  Land  Constitutional. — ^It  is  no  in- 
fringement upon  an  existing  right  of  property  in  the  owner  of  land 
upon  which  a  structure  is  placed  by  his  own  act  to  cause  the  lien 
given  upon  the  structure  to  extend  to  the  land  necessary  for  its  uae. 
(Id.) 

i.  Effect  of  Code  Sections — Constitution — Bights  of  Ownbbs  of 
Pbopebty. — Sections  1183  and  1184  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Proeednze, 
ngulating  the  terms  required  for  the  validity  of  building  contrmeti 
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MECHANICS'  LIENS  (Continned). 

in  excess  of  $1,000,  are  not  invalid,  as  impairing  any  existing  right 
of  the  owner  of  the  property.  Those  sections  confer  a  right  not 
preyionsly  existing,  by  which  his  liability  is  cnrt ailed;  if  these 
•actions  did  not  exist  or  are  not  complied  with,  the  constitution 
itself  guarantees  a  lien  to  the  full  value  of  aU  labor  or  material 
bestowed  or  furnished.  The  owner  cannot  be  injured,  but  is  af- 
forded security,  if  he  honestly  complies  with  those  sections.     (Id.) 

7.  FORECLOSURB — MONET    DUK     CONTBACTOB — ^DEPOSIT    BY    OWNXB    TO 

Abidx  Judomxnt— Appeal — Stay  Bond — ^Mandamus.— In  a  con- 
solidated mechanics'  lien  suit  for  foreclosure  of  liens  against  the 
owner  of  the  property  and  the  contractors,  where  the  owner  deposits 
in  court  the  amount  due  to  the  contractors  to  abide  the  judgment 
therein,  and  to  be  applied  in  satisfaction  thereof  as  the  court  may 
direct,  the  deposit  must  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  judgment 
flnaUy  rendered;  and  where  an  appeal  is  taken  by  the  owner,  upon  a 
■tay  bond,  he  is  not  entitled,  pending  the  appeal,  to  a  writ  of 
mandate  to  compel  a  return  of  the  deposit,  in  the  absence  of  an 
order  of  the  court  to  that  effect  and  a  refusal  to  obey  it  by  the 
enstodian  of  the  money.     (Higgins  ▼.  Keyes,  482.) 

MIKES  AND  MINING.    See  Ejectment,  1,  4. 

MINOBa    See  Criminal  Law,  78;  Divorce,  3. 

MISTAKE.    See  Judgment,  7-10. 

MOBTGAGB. 

1.  QuixTiNQ  Tffle — Outlawed  Mortoage  by  Third  Party— Buib  as 
TO  Payment  Inapplicable — ^Burden  of  pRoor — Findings. — ^The 
rule  that  a  mortgagor  or  his  successor,  with  notice  of  the  mortgage, 
cannot  quiet  title  against  the  mortgagee,  though  the  debt  is  out- 
lawed, without  first  paying  the  debt,  is  inapplicable,  where  the 
mortgage  is  by  a  third  party,  and  the  defendant  does  not  sustain 
the  burden  resting  upon  him  to  allege  and  prove  the  connection  of 
plaintiff's  title  therewith,  and  where  it  is  alleged  and  found  that 
plaintiff's  title  originated  from  the  state  subsequently  to  the  mort- 
gage, and  was  adverse  thereto,  and  it  is  found  that  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  action  plaintiff  was  the  owner  and  seised 
in  fee  of  the  premises.  In  such  case,  the  findings  justified  a  decree 
quieting  plaintiff's  title  against  the  outlawed  mortgage,  which  is  not 
found  or  shown  to  have  ever  been  a  lien  on  plaintiff's  title.  (Mar- 
shutz  V.  Seltzor,  140.) 

8.  Cross-complaint    to    Foreclose    Mortgage — Answer — ^Plea    or 

Statute — Findings. — Where  the  defendant  sought  by  cross-com- 
plaint to  foreclose  the  outlawed  mortgage,  and  the  answer  thereto 
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pleaded  that  the  action  was  barred  bj  section  387  of  tho  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure,  a  general  finding  that  the  action  ''was  barred  by 
the  statutes  of  California/'  followed  hj  a  finding  "that  said  daim 
of  the  defendant  Klumpke  under  the  mortgage  securitj  so  assigned 
to  him  is  over  forty  jears  past  due,  and  has  not  been  proseeated  in 
anj  waj  until  the  filing  of  the  eross-oomplaint^''  suffidentlj  shows 
that  the  action  on  the  note  and  mortgago  was  barred  bj  tbo  seetion 
pleaded.     (Id.) 

8.  AmBMATivx  Pbo€sedin«  to  Bkvoms  OiniAWXD  DSBT«— A  pio- 
eeeding  under  a  cross-complaint  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  is  an  affirm- 
ative proceeding  to  collect  the  debt  secured  hj  the  mortgage,  and 
where  the  debt  is  outlawed  and  tho  statute  is  pleaded,  no  decree 
of  foreclosure  should  be  entered,  though  the  cross-complaint  is  in  an 
action  to  quiet  title  against  the  mortgagee.     (Id.) 

4.  GoMPELUNO  Advibsb  Findinci — ^Bbuotal  of  Cloud  vtqk  Tzn& — 

It  seems  that  by  setting  up  the  outlawed  mortgage  by  way  of  eroos- 
oomplaint  to  foreclose  it,  the  appellant  having  compelled  a  finding 
that  the  mortgage  was  barred,  which  resulted  in  a  denial  to  him 
of  any  relief  thereon,  he  has  practically  caused  the  removal  of  any 
eloud  that  might  exist  on  plaintiff 's  title  by  reason  of  the  ezistenoe 
of  the  mortgage.     (Id.) 

5.  Ungbbtaintt  in  Findinos — Constbuction  in  Favor  or  Junn- 
ICENT. — ^Any  uncertainty  in  the  findings  arising  from  a  finding  that 
the  mortgagor  had  an  interest  which  antedated  plaintiff's  title,  sug- 
gesting a  possible  inference  that  plaintiff 's  title  may  have  been  sub- 
ordinate thereto,  must  be  so  construed,  in  connection  with  the  other 
findings,  as  to  uphold  the  judgment  rather  than  to  defeat  It 
(Id.) 

••  CoNBTBUonoN  AoAiNST  JusTiOB.— Justico  docs  not  demand  that 
uncertainties  in  findings  should  be  so  construed  as  to  give  vitality 
to  a  claim  forty-five  years  past  due,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate 
of  three  per  cent  per  month,  and  for  which  the  present  holder  is 
found  to  have  paid  nothing.     (Id.) 

!•  AonON  FOR  BbKAOH  of  CONTBAOT— 43ALI  OF  liAND-^ASSUMPTlDN  OF 

Chattel  Mortoaoes — Claims  of  Defendant — Burden  of  Proofs 
Findinos*— In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  a  breach  of  eon- 
traet  by  the  defendant,  in  consideration  of  a  sale  and  conveyance 
of  land  to  him  by  the  plaintiff,  to  assume  and  pay  two  chattel 
mortgages  on  the  orange  crop  growing  on  the  land  conveyed  and 
also  upon  plaintiff's  remaining  land,  where  the  defendant  by  answer 
and  eross-complaint  alleged  that  it  was  agreed  that  the  entire 
erop  was  to  belong  to  defendant,  and  that  the  crop  taken  by  the 
mortgagee  was  removed  by  plaintiff  without  defendant's  con- 
wuki,  the  burden  of  proof  was  upon  the  defendant  to  prove  his 
allegations,  and  where  he  failed  to  do  so,  the  court  proper]^  found 
against  him  in  that  regard.     (Hurwits  v.  Gross,  614.) 
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8.  Single  Gauss    or    Action — ^Elements    of    Damaok— Hisjoinbbb 

NOT  Shown. — ^Where  the  complaint  counted  on  a  cause  of  action 
for  damages  for  breach  of  the  contract  in  an  aggregate  sum,  but 
divided  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  two  chattel  mortgages  aasumed 
by  defendant  into  two  elements  of  damage — the  first,  for  partial 
failure  of  the  consideration  of  the  eonveyance,  measured  by  the 
proceeds  of  oranges  belonging  to  plaintiff,  which  were  applie<l 
toward  payment  of  the  chattel  mortgages  so  assumed;  and  second, 
the  unpaid  balance  necessary  to  clear  plaintiff's  remaining  land 
from  the  lien  of  the  mortgages — ^it  states  but  one  cause  of  action 
for  breach  of  the  contract  to  plaintiff's  injury,  and  shows  no 
misjoinder  of  causes  of  action.     (Id.) 

9.  XJNCEBTAiNTT  OB  AMBIGUITY  NOT  MISLEADING. — ^Where   there  ia  no 

uncertainty  or  ambiguity  which  could  mislead  the  defendant  in 
pleading  to  the  complaint,  a  demurrer  on  that  ground  was  prop- 
erly overruled.     (Id.) 

10.  Pasties — Mortgagee. — ^The  mortgagee  waa  neither  a  neeessaiy  nor 

a  proper  party  to  the  action  for  breach  of  the  contract  made 
l^  the  defendant  with  the  plaintiff  to  assume  and  pay  off  the 
mortgages.     (Id.) 

11.  Estoppel  of  Defendant — Assumption   of   Mortgage   Mads    by 

Thibd  Pabty — Direction  to  Mortgagee. — ^Where  the  larger  crop 
mortgage  was  executed  by  a  third  party,  and  constituted  a  lien  on 
all  of  plaintiff's  crops,  its  assumption  by  defendant,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  conveyance  of  land  to  him,  estopped  him  from  ques- 
tioning whether  plaintiff's  obligation  to  pay  it  was  a  legal  or 
moral  one;  and  having  directed  the  mortgagee  to  apply  the  pro- 
ceeds of  plaintiff's  oranges  to  its  payment,  he  is  estopped  to 
deny  the  validity  and  enforceability  of  the  obligation  against  plain- 
tiff's demand  for  a  repayment  of  the  money  so  applied.     (Id.) 

12.  Construction  of  Contract — Evidence,  Purposb  and  CiRCUif- 
.stances. — In  ascertaining  the  meaning  of  the  language  of  the 
eontract,  evidence  showing  its  purpose  or  object,  and  the  eircum- 
stances  surrounding  its  execution,  was  admissible,  and  must  be 
taken  into  consideration  in  its  construction.     (Id.) 

18.  EviDENOS— Exhibits  and  Records  of  Corporation  Mortgagee — 
Idbntifioation. — ^Exhibits,  copies  of  account  sales  check  sheets 
of  the  corporation  mortgagee  showing  particulars  of  oranges  re- 
ceived and  sold  by  it  for  account  of  plaintiff,  also,  a  "ledger  sheet" 
and  "weigher's  receiving  account  slip,"  all  of  which  were  identified 
as  original  papers  and  records  of  the  corporation  by  their  proper 
eoBtodian,  were  admissible  in  evidence.    (Id.) 

Bee  Pleadings,  3-6. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


840  Municipal  Corporationbl 

MUNICIPAL  COEPOEATIONa 

L  LiCENSB — Salb  of  Liquors — County  Ordinance— Arbitbart  Re- 
fusal BY  Supervisors — ^Mandamus — Findings — Review  upon  Ap- 
peal.— ^Under  a  county  ordinance  regulating  liquor  licenses,  where 
applicants  for  a  license  bad  been  refused,  and  upon  their  petition 
for  a  writ  of  mandate  to  compel  its  issuance,  the  court  found  that 
they  had  followed  the  prescribed  method  to  obtain  the  license  under 
the  ordinance,  that  thej  were  fit  and  proper  persons,  that  no  excep- 
tion was  taken  bj  the  supervisors  to  their  character  or  standing,  and 
that  the  supervisors  arbitrarily  rejected  their  petition  without  eause^ 
and  the  court  gxanted  the  mandate,  if  no  evidence  is  returned  upon 
appeal  from  the  judgment,  it  must  be  assumed  that  the  evidence  sap- 
ported  the  findings  and  the  judgment  must  be  afiirmed.  (Seed  ▼• 
Collins,  494.) 

8.  Provision  in  Ordinance  foe  ''Due  Consideration''— Arbitrabt 
Distinction. — The  provision  in  the  ordinance  for  "due  considera- 
tion" of  an  application  for  a  license  simply  means  a  eonsideratioB 
of  the  application  upon  its  merits,  and  the  return  of  a  judgment 
based  upon  some  substantial  reason  arising  upon  evidence  heard, 
and  does  not  justify  an  arbitrary  distinction  against  the  applicants. 
(Id.) 

8.  Grounds  of  Befusji.  Material— Exercise  of  Police  Power.— Ths 
grounds  upon  which  the  governing  body  of  a  city  or  county  bases 
its  action  in  the  refusal  of  a  license  to  sell  liquor  by  retail  are  ex- 
tremely material  and  important.  They  are  not  confined  to  the 
terms  of  the  ordinance,  since,  under  a  proper  exercise  of  the  police 
power  granted  by  the  constitution,  a  license  may  be  refused  upon 
sufficient  grounds  stated,  shown  by  the  evidence  before  it,  ad- 
dressed to  the  unfitness  of  the  applicant,  or  the  unsuitableness  of 
the  place  at  which  the  saloon  is  to  be  located.     (Id.) 

4.  Conclusiveness  of  Bejection  for  Good  Beason. — When  the  evi- 
dence is  taken  upon  a  sufficient  ground,  and  the  result  is  the  rejecr 
tion  of  the  application,  the  action  of  the  governing  board  in  order- 
ing such  rejection  is  conclusive,  and  not  a  question  for  judicial 
determination,  unless  it  is  made  to  appear  that  the  evidence  in  no 
mftTiTier  or  degree  developed  any  good  reason  for  the  rejectioii. 
(Id.) 

ff.  Municipal  Charter — Becall  of  Elected  Officer— ConditiokaIi 
Tenure  of  Office. — Where  a  municipal  charter  provides  that  the 
holder  of  any  elective  office  may  be  removed  at  any  time  by  the 
electors  qualified  to  vote  for  a  successor,  subject  to  the  condition 
that  twenty-five  per  cent  of  the  electors  of  the  district  express  their 
disapproval  of  Ids  action  upon  some  measure  or  as  to  some  policy, 
and  demand  that  he  be  sustained  by  a  vote  of  confidence  or  re- 
tire, the  charter  does  not  contemplate  an  ordinary  ''removal  for 
cause,''  but  by  virtue  of  the  charter  provision,  every  elective  officer 
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elected  after  the  provision  was  adopted  holds  his  ofBee  subject  to 
the  condition  subsequently  expressed  therein.  (Good  t.  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  Ban  Diego,  266.) 
«.  SurFiciENCT  OF  REASON  ExPBESSED  POR  RECALL. — The  recall  pe- 
tition of  the  twenty-five  per  cent  of  electors  is  only  required  to  con- 
tain a  general  statement  of  the  grounds  of  dissatisfaction  on  which 
the  removal  is  sought,  and  it  is  suflicient  that  it  appears  in  general 
terms  that  the  official  conduct  of  the  officer  whose  recall  is  sought 
has  been  in  opposition  to  the  will  and  preferences  of  his  constitu- 
ents and  obstructive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city.     (Id.) 

7.  Certipicatb  OF  City  Clerk — Number  of  Qualified  Signers. — The 

certificate  of  the  city  clerk  required  by  the  charter  that  he  has 
compared  the  names  on  the  petition  of  electors  of  the  district 
for  recall  of  the  officer  named  with  the  great  register  of  the 
county,  and  has  found  the  petition  to  be  sufficient,  shows  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  authority  devolved  on  the  city  clerk  to  hear  and 
determine  the  sufficiency  of  the  petition,  from  whose  determination 
no  appeal  is  provided.     (Id.) 

8.  Mandamus  to  Citt  Council— Rioht  of  Elector. — The  city  council 

have  no  discretion  or  right  to  refuse  to  act  upon  the  petition  in 
reference  to  the  calling  of  an  election,  and  mandamus  will  lie  on 
the  face  of  a  sufficient  petition,  upon  which  the  council  have 
refused  to  act,  at  suit  of  any  one  or  more  of  the  electors  whose 
names  appear  therein,  to  compel  it  to  act.     (Id.) 

9.  Municipal  Ordinance — ^Police    Power — Restriction    of    Liquor 

Traffic. — The  law-making  power  of  a  municipal  corporation  has 
the  right,  under  the  police  power,  to  restrict  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors;  and  a  municipal  ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  of  all  in- 
toxicating liquors  therein,  excepting  a  specified  permission  to  hotel- 
keepers  to  sell  vinous  and  malt  liquors  served  in  the  dining-room 
thereof  as  part  of  a  regular  meal,  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  polioe 
power  of  the  municipality.     (Application  of  Kidd,  159.) 

10.  Constitutional  Law— Uniformity  in  Operation. — The  consti- 
tutional requirement  with  reference  to  the  uniformity  in  operation 
of  all  laws  of  a  general  nature  has  no  application  to  ordinances 
enacted  in  pursuance  of  the  police  power  to  regulate  the  liquor 
traffic,  in  which  there  is  an  unjust  discrimination.     (Id.) 

IL  No  Inherent  Rioht  to  Engage  in  Liquor  Traffic— Operation 
OF  Exception. — There  is  no  inherent  right  in  a  citizen  to  engage 
in  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors;  and  where  an  exception  to  the 
ordinance  prohibiting  such  right  is  based  upon  a  reasonable  distinc- 
tion, and  applies  alike  to  all  hotel-keepers  of  the  class  excepted,  one 
not  belonging  to  that  class,  who  is  imprisoned  for  a  violation  of  the 
ordinancOi  has  no  just  cause  of  complaint,  by  reason  of  the  excoption. 

(Id.) 
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12.  Berkxlet  Charter^- Provision  Authorizing  Pknaltt  iob  Illbgal 
Sale  or  Liquors— Oonfliot  with  Penal  Code. — ^The  charter  of 
the  town  of  Berkelejri  having  been  adopted  prior  to  the  amendment 
of  1896  to  the  eonBtitution,  was  subject  to  general  laws;  and  the  trus- 
tees had  no  power  thereunder  to  pass  an  ordinance  affixing  a  penalty 
for  the  sale  of  liquors  without  a  iieense  in  <*onflict  with  the  Penal 
Code,  and  the  original  invalidity  of  such  power  was  not  affected  bj 
that  amendment     (Ex  parte  Sweetman,  577.) 

18.  Vom  Penalty  Under  Ordinance — Conviction  Under  Penal 
Code. — ^A  conviction  in  the  justice's  court  of  the  town  of 
Berkeley  of  a  misdemeanor  for  the  sale  of  liquor  without  a  license, 
as  required  by  an  ordinance  of  the  town,  containing  a  void  penal 
clause,  is  valid  under  the  Penal  Code,  and  the  higher  penalty  af- 
fixed therein  may  be  imposed.     (Id.) 

14.  Municipal  Incorporation  Act — Amendment — ^Towns  of  Sixth 
Class — ^Repeal  or  Code  Provisions. — ^By  the  amendment  of  the 
municipal  incorporation  act,  March  9,  1903,  section  3366  of  the 
Political  Code  was  repealed  by  implication,  as  far  as  regards  towns 
of  the  sixth  class.     (Ex  parte  Mogensen,  596.) 

IC  Municipal  Ordinance — ^PRoniBrnoN  of  Liquor  Traffic — Police 
PowER^ — By  the  re-enactment  of  subdivision  10  of  section  862  of 
the  municipal  act  of  1883  in  the  amended  municipal  incorporation 
act  of  1903,  as  respects  towns  of  the  sixth  class,  a  town  of  that 
elass  has  police  power  under  section  11  of  article  XI  of  the  con- 
stitution to  pass  a  municipal  ordinance  prohibiting  the  liquor  traffic 
(Id.) 

10.  Habeas  Corpus — Sufficienct  of  Complaint.— A  complaint  charg- 
ing conjunctively  in  the  language  of  the  ordinance  all  of  the  alter- 
native prohibitions  therein  contained,  as  having  been  unlawfully 
and  willfully  done  on  a  date  specified  must  be  deemed,  upon 
habeas  corpus,  to  be  certainly  a  sufficient  statement  of  the  offense 
intended  to  be  charged.     (Id.) 

17.  BUFFICISNOT    of   JUDGMENT — ^BeCITAL   OF   VIOLATION    OF   ORDINANCE 

— Designation  of  Offense. — A  judgment  of  conviction  reciting 
that  the  petitioner  was  duly  convicted  of  violating  an  ordinance  of 
a  town  named  of  the  sixth  class,  designated  by  its  number  and 
title,  and  adjudging  the  offense  of  violating  the  same,  as  charged 
in  the  complaint,  and  that  it  be  punished  by  a  suitable  flne,  eon- 
tains  a  sufficient  designation  of  the  offense  charged.     (Id.) 

15.  Municipal  Corporation — Validitt  of  Action  of  Supervisors — 

Bemedt— Certiorari — Quo  Warranto.— <7er*iorari  will  not  lie  to 
test  the  validity  of  the  action  of  the  supervisors  in  declaring  ter- 
ritory described  in  its  order  to  be  duly  incorporated  as  a  municipal 
corporation  of  the  sixth  class,  under  a  specified  name.  The  proper 
remedy  is  by  a  proceeding  in  quo  warranto.  (Beaumont  T.  Bam* 
m^  491.) 
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19.  Action  Against  Municipal  Cobpoeation — Tobts  Ui/fka  Voces — In- 
jusiss  TO  Pbopebtt — Insupfioibnt  Complaint. — A  complaint  in  an 
action  against  a  municipal  corporation,  setting  forth  acts  of  tort 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  willfully  and  wantonly  causing  injury 
to  plaintiff's  property,  and  preventing  the  plaintiff  from  continu- 
ing its  lawful  business,  to  the  plaintiff 's  damage  alleged,  states  acts 
of  tort  ultra  vires  to  the  municipal  corporation,  for  which  it  cannot 
be  held  responsible,  and  states  no  cause  of  action  against  it. 
(Healdsburg  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company  ▼•  City  of  fiealds- 
burg,  558.) 

See  Irrigation  District 
MUBDEB  AND  MANSLAUGHTEB.    Bee  Criminal  Law,  19-20. 

NEOLIGENCB. 

1.  Action  fob  Death — Oontributobt  Neoliobnob  of  Deceased — ^Sup- 
poet  OF  Findings. — In  an  action  to  recover  for  the  death  of  a  per- 
son alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendant, 
in  which  the  negligence  was  denied  and  the  contributory  negligence 
of  the  deceased  was  put  in  issue,  it  is  held  that,  notwithstanding 
a  conflict  in  the  evidence,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  sustain  the 
findings  that  the  defendant  was  not  guilty  of  negligence,  and  that 
the  deceased  was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence.  (Higgins  t. 
Los  Angeles  By.  Co.,  748.) 

2.  EviDENCB — Speed  of  Cab— Buunos  not  Pbejudicial. — ^Where  tve 
witnesses  had  testified  that  the  car  was  running  at  a  speed  not  to 
exceed  eight  miles  per  hour,  supposing,  without  holding,  that  ob- 
jections sustained  to  two  other  witnesses  as  not  experts,  who  were 
asked  as  to  the  speed  of  the  car,  one  of  whom  testified  that  it  was 
running  thirty  miles  per  hour,  were  erroneous  in  view  of  the  evi- 
dence as  to  independent  contributory  negligence,  such  rulings  could 
not  be  prejudicial.     (Id.) 

8.  Action  fob  Death— Nonsuit  at  Close  of  Evidencb — Conteibutobt 
Negligence — Constitutional  Law — Juet  Tbial. — ^In  an  action 
for  death,  where  it  clearly  appeared  at  the  close  of  all  of  the 
evidence  for  both  parties  that  the  deceased  was  guilty  of  contribu- 
tory negligence,  and  that  if  the  case  had  been  submitted  to  the 
jury  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  court  to  set  aside  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  a  nonsuit  was  properly  granted.  Such  action  of  the 
court  was  not  violative  of  the  constitutional  right  of  trial  by  jury. 
(Bohn  T.  Pacific  Electric  By.  Co.,  622.) 

4.  FuTUBx  Damages  Bbsultino  fbom  Injubt — Ezpebt  Evidencb  of 
Physicians. — In  an  action  for  an  injury  resulting  from  negligence 
in  order  to  justify  a  recovery  for  future  consequences,  the  evi- 
dence must  show  with  reasonable  certainty  that  such  eonsequenca 
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will  follow.  Where  the  injury  was  to  the  base  of  the  brainy  the 
testimony  of  experienced  physicians  is  admissible  to  show  that  with 
reasonable  certainty  future  evil  consequences  will  result  from  the 
Injury.     (Cordiner  ▼.  Lot  Angeles  Traction  Co.,  400.) 

S.  Ck)LLISION — CONOUBBINO     NEOLIOSNOB     OP     BA.ILWAT     COMPANIES — 

Bulk  of  **Last  Clbab  Opportunity"  Inapplicablb. — ^Where  the 
plaintiff  was  injured  by  a  eoUision  resulting  from  the  concurring 
negligence  of  two  street  railway  companies,  the  plaintiff  may  re- 
cover against  either  or  both  of  them,  and  the  rule  of  ''the  last 
dear  opportunity  to  avoid  the  injury"  is  inapplicable,  there  being 
no  contributory  negligence  of  the  plaintiff.  In  such  case,  the 
plaintiff,  while  in  pursuit  of  her  rights  against  both  defendants, 
cannot  be  involved  in  a  litigation  to  determine  the  respective  rights 
of  the  defendants  as  against  each  other.     (Id.) 

0.  ItCASTEB     AND     SERVANT — INDEPENDENT     CONTRACTOR— QXTBSTION     OV 

Faot  for  Jury. — ^In  an  action  by  a  servant  for  damages  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  defendant  as  his  employer  in  failing  to  furnish 
safe  appliances,  where  there  is  a  dispute  whether  plaintiff  was  the 
servant  of  the  defendant  or  of  independent  contractors,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  plaintiff  was  paid  by  defendant,  and  the  evidence  is  such 
that  the  existence  of  the  relation  of  independent  contractors  is  in 
doubt,  its  existence  is  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  and  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  will  not  be  disturbed  upon  appeal.  (Giacomini 
▼.  Pacific  Lumber  Co.,  218.) 

T.  Instruction  Submitting  Question  of  Pact — Detail  of  Evidbnge. 
Where  the  court,  in  submitting  to  the  jury  the  question  of  fact 
whether  the  persons  claimed  to  be  independent  contractors  were 
such  or  mere  servants  of  the  defendant,  properly  instructed  them 
as  to  the  law  of  the  case,  though  it  may  have  been  unnecessary  to 
detail  the  evidence,  the  action  of  the  court  in  calling  attention 
particularly  to  the  evidence  which  must  be  the  basis  of  the  jury's 
finding  cannot  be  successfully  assailed.     (Id.) 

8.  Unsafe  Appliance — ^Evidencb  of  Negligence — Support  of  Vbe- 
DiCT. — ^Where  the  evidence  shows  that  the  machine  on  which  plain- 
tiff was  injured  was  originally  unsafe,  and  that  an  appliance  was 
put  thereon  to  make  it  less  dangerous,  in  respect  to  which  the  master 
was  negligent  in  failing  in  his  duty  to  keep  it  secure,  or  to  inspect 
the  machine  and  appliance,  and  in  failing  to  warn  plaintiff,  who, 
in  ignorance  of  the  manner  in  which  it  was  fastened,  was  requested 
by  an  inexperienced  workman  to  adjust  the  loosened  appliance, 
to  his  injury,  the  evidence  of  negligence  is  sufiGLdent  to  support  the 
verdict  for  damages.     (Id.) 

#•  Action  for  Death — ^NEOLiaBNCB  of  Pellow-servant. — ^An  em* 
ployee  is  not  liable  for  a  death  caused  by  the  negligence  of  a 
fellow-servant   of    the    deceased,    employed   in   the   same   general 
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bnsinesB  hy  the  same  employer,  where  there  was  Ao  negligenee  of 
the  employer  in  employing  such  fellow-servant,  and  no  remisneis 
In  the  conduct  of  the  employer  toward  the  deceased.  (Sehwiad  ▼• 
Floriston  Pulp  ete.  Co.,  197.) 

10.  CONTRIBUTOBT  NBGLIGENCB  OF  DKCEASED — ^WALKING  BETWEEN  GaM 

LiABLB  TO  BE  MovED — LACK  OF  ORDINARY  Care. — The  deceased  was 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  attempting  to  cross  a  railroad 
tniek  between  the  cars  of  a  train  which  were  liable  to  be  moved 
at  any  time,  without  taking  any  precaution  to  avoid  the  injury^ 
which  he  might  have  avoided  by  the  use  of  ordinary  care.     (Id.) 

IL  Punitive  Daicagss. — Simple  negligence,  unaccompanied  with  op- 
pression, fraud  or  malice,  cannot  justify  an  award  of  punitive 
damages  for  the  resulting  injury.  (Spencer  v.  San  Frandseo  Brick 
Co.,  126.) 

12.  Negligent  Construction  of  Bulkhead — ^Breakact  m  Wn 
Weather — Slight  Injury — Ezcebsivs  Damages — ^New  TbiaIm — 
In  an  action  for  damages  arising  from  the  negligent  construction  of 
a  bulkhead  by  defendant  on  his  premises,  which,  after  standing  for 
two  years,  gave  way  in  wet  weather  and  damaged  slightly  the  rear 
end  of  plaintiff's  premises,  where  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  in- 
jury was  willfully  or  wantonly  done,  or  of  gross  negligence  in  the 
construction  or  use  of  the  bulkhead,  or  of  any  oppression,  fraud  or 
malice,  a  verdict  for  punitive  damages  is  excessive,  and  a  new  trial 
should  be  granted  therefor.     (Id.) 

Id.  Neglect  to  Bepaib  Damages  After  Bequest"— Oppression  not 
Shown. — ^The  mere  neglect  of  the  defendant,  after  request,  to  re- 
pair the  damage,  which  was  unintentionally,  though  negligently,  done^ 
cannot  be  said  to  show  oppression  hj  subjection  of  the  plaintiff  to 
eruel  and  unjust  hardships.  The  plaintiff  had  an  immediate  legal 
remedy  for  his  damages,  which  only  interfered  with  the  use  of  a 
small  part  of  his  lot,  to  a  trifling  extent.     (Id.) 

14.  CbNTBIBUTOBT  NSGUGENCB — QUESTIONS  OF  FAOT  AND  LAWit— Where 

the  facts  are  such  that  reasonable  men  may  fairly  differ  as  to 
whether  there  was  negligence  or  contributory  negligence  or  not, 
in  a  ease  of  personal  injury,  the  determination  of  the  matter  is  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  jury.  It  is  only  where  the  facts  are  such 
that  all  reasonable  men  must  draw  the  same  conclusion  from  them 
that  the  question  of  negligence  ia  one  of  law  for  the  court.  (Doyle 
T.  Eschen,  55.) 

15.  MIXED  Question  of  Law  and  Fact.— Usually  the  eonsideratioa  of 

negligence,  including  contributory  negligence,  involves  a  mixed  ques- 
tion of  law  and  fact,  in  which  it  devolves  upon  the  court  to  say, 
as  matter  of  law,  what  is  or  amounts  to  negligence,  and  upon  the 
jury  to  say,  as  matter  of  fact,  whether  or  not  in  the  particular 
the  facts  proved  show  negligence.     (Id.) 
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16.  ICOTZON   FOB    NONSUrr-^QUBSTION    or   CONTBISDTOBT   NBGUOKNCB— 

Faotb  Taken  as  Pboved— Infsrbkgbs  Against  Dxtkhdant. — ^Upon 
a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  on  the  ground  that  contributory  negligence  is 
■hown  bj  the  plaintiff's  evidence,  everj  fact  that  plaintiff's  OTi- 
dence  proves  or  tends  to  prove  must  be  taken  bj  the  court  as  proved, 
and  must  be  taken  in  the  strongest  light  against  the  defendant^  and 
interpreted  most  stronglj  against  him.     (Id.) 

17.  Motion  Pbopiiilt  Dsnud— ^Juss^ion  fob  Jubt^— -ffeld,  that  plain- 

tiff's  evidence,  admitting  that  his  testimonj  ivas  somewhat  ineon- 
sistent  and  partlj  absurd,  does  not  show  as  matter  of  law  that 
he  was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  and  that  it  was  proper 
to  deny  the  motion,  and  to  submit  the  question  of  oontributoiy 
negligence  to  the  juiy.     (Id.) 

18.  OONTRIBUTOBT    KeGLIGBNCE — INSTRUCTION — ^APPUCABIUTT    fO    EH- 

DBNGK. — ^In  an  action  to  recover  for  injuries  alleged  to  hava  been 
sustained  by  defendant's  train  while  plaintiff  was  crossing  the  track, 
where  the  evidence  clearly  shows  that  if  plaintiff  and  defendant 
were  both  negligent,  their  negligence  was  contemporaneous  and  eon- 
enrrent,  and  extending  up  to  the  very  time  of  the  accident,  an  in- 
struction to  the  effect  that  if  the  jury  believe  that  plaintiff  did  not 
exercise  reasonable  and  ordinary  care  to  prevent  the  injury  ha  can- 
Bot  recover,  notwithstanding  defendant's  negligence,  unless  it  was 
gross,  willful  and  intentional,  is  not  objectionable,  for  not  using 
the  words  ''proximate  contributory  negligence,"  nor  for  not  stating 
the  rule  of  ''the  last  clear  opportunity."  (Jansen  v.  Southern 
Pacific  Co.,  12.) 

19.  "Pbozikatb    Gontributobt    Nboligenob"— Bbfinition. — ^'Pnnd- 

mate  contributory  negligence"  is  that  negligence  of  plaintiff  whieh 
in  a  natural  and  continuous  sequence,  unbroken  by  any  inde- 
pendent cause,  contributes  to  the  injuries,  and  without  whieh  the  in- 
juries would  not  have  occurred.     (Id.) 

80.  CONTEDDTOBT    NBGUGSNCB    OF    TBAVILKB    CBOSSING    TBAOK— FAUt 

UBB  TO  Look  and  Listen. — ^It  is  the  duty  of  a  traveler  when  at- 
tempting to  cross  a  railroad  track  to  look  and  listen  for  an  approach- 
ing train,  and  it  is  contributory  negb'gence  for  him  to  expoee  himself 
to  danger  without  making  any  effort  to  ascertain  whether  a  train 
was  approaching  by  which  he  was  injured.  (Id.) 
fL  iNsntucnoMs  to  be  Bead  Togethbb— Pbozimatb  CoNTBDunoN.— 
Instructions  are  to  be  read  together;  and  where  an  instruction  was 
embodied  in  the  charge  as  to  the  negligence  of  plaintiff,  caution- 
ing the  jury  that  they  must  find  whether  "plaintiff  was  guilty 
of  negligence  which  proximately  contributed  to  his  injuries,"  the 
omission  of  ''proximate  contributory  negligence"  in  the  particular 
instruction  objected  to  was  not  prejudicial.     (Id.) 
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22.  Inapplicable  Instruction — ^''Last  Gliab  Oppobtunitt'' — ^Actual 
Enowledgs  or  Peril  Essential. — An  instruction  as  to  the  "last 
elear  opportunity"  was  wholly  inapplicable  where  there  was  nothing 
in  the  evidence  to  support  it  It  is  essential  to  the  applicability  of 
the  doctrine  of  later  negligence  of  the  engineer  that  he  must  have 
been  actually  aware  of  plaintifl't  danger  in  time  to  haye  obviated 
it;  and  where  the  evidence  shows  that  after  his  discovery  of  plain- 
tiff's peril  and  inattention  to  danger  the  engineer  did  all  he  could 
to  prevent  the  accident,  no  later  negligence  on  hia  part  existed. 
(Id.) 

Zl  Instrugtioh  a8  fo  WnxFUL  Injury  not  Pbbjudioial^— Though 
defendant  would  have  no  right  in  any  event  to  injure  the  plaintiff 
irantonly,  willfully  and  with  an  intentional  purpose  to  hurt  him,  and 
though  an  instruction  on  that  subject  might  have  been  eliminated, 
^wing  to  the  fact  that  there  waa  no  issue  or  evidence  as  to  wanton  and 
intentional  injuiy,  its  presence  could  not  prejudice  the  appellant. 
(Id.) 

24.  FXKiNO  Shot  bt  Pouoe  Oitioxb  at  Bunawat  Horse— Injubt  to 
Plaintut— Appeal — Contuotino  Evidence. — In  an  action  to  re- 
cover for  an  alleged  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  by  the  negligent  firing 
of  a  shot  by  defendant  as  a  police  officer  at  a  runaway  horse, 
where  it  appears  that  two  other  shots  were  fired  at  the  horse  by 
other  persons  about  the  same  time,  and  that  there  is  ample  evi- 
dence in  the  record  to  justify  the  court  in  finding  that  the  shot 
fired  by  defendant  was  not  the  cause  of  the  injury  to  plaintiff,  not- 
withstanding a  conflict  in  the  evidence,  the  finding  for  the  defend- 
ant cannot  ba  disturbed  upon  appeal.     (Nelson  t.  McCarty,  778.) 

NEW  TEIAL. 

!•  Statement— Omission  of  Spsoivioations— BefusaXi  to  Allow 
Amendment — ^Discbbtion — ^Bbview  upon  Ajtsal. — Though  an  order 
refusing  to  allow  a  supplemental  amendment  to  the  statement  on 
motion  for  new  trial  to  add  thereto  specifications  wholly  omitted 
therefrom  by  oversight  and  excusable  neglect,  under  section  473 
of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  is  reviewable  upon  appeal  there- 
from, yet  such  order  was  addressed  to  the  discretion  of  the  trial 
eourt,  and  where  the  review  upon  appeal  shows  no  abuse  of  dis- 
cretion, the  order  refusing  to  grant  the  relief  will  be  affirmed. 
(Freeman  v.  Brown,  516.) 
2.  Order  Granting  New  Trial — ^Beview  upon  Appeal—Insuiticiemt 
Becord — ^Presumption. — Upon  appeal  from  an  order  granting  a 
new  trial,  the  appellant  must  present  a  record  which  affirmatively 
shows  error  in  the  granting  of  the  motion.  In  the  absence  of  a  bill 
of  exceptions  showing  the  grounds  of  the  motion  and  what  was 
upon  the  motion,  where  the  record  does  not  establish  the  eon 
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NEW  TRIAL  (Continued). 

trary,  it  wOl  be  condusivelj  presamed  in  favor  of  the  order  that 
it  WM  in  part  based  upon  some  ground  upon  which  affidavits  could 
be  used,  and  that  such  were  used,  and  were  sufficient  to  justify 
the  order.  (Thompson  v.  Wheeler,  195.) 
8.  Statxmsnt  on  HonoN  iok  Nkw  Trial. — ^A  statement  on  motion 
for  a  new  trial  which  may  be  sufficient  on  appeal  from  an  order 
denying  the  motion  may  be  wholly  insufficient  to  show  error  in  the 
granting  of  the  motion.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  party  who  would 
show  such  error  to  see  that  the  record  establishes  it     (Id.) 

Bee  Appeal,  2,  8,  9,  10;  Judgment^  11-18;  Negligence,  12. 

NONSUIT. 

1.  Action  roB  Monet  Loaned — ^Evidence—Eeeoe  in  Nonsuit.— In  an 
action  for  money  loaned  by  a  corporation,  where  the  plaintiff 's  evi- 
dence showed  that  the  corporation  had  authorized  its  president  offi- 
eially,  as  such,  to  draw  checks  for  the  moneys ;  that  he  had  no  money 
in  bank  to  his  own  credit;  that  the  checks  of  the  corporation  were 
iigned  by  him  officially  in  favor  of  the  defendant  for  the  amount 
of  the  alleged  loan,  and  were  cashed  by  defendant  and  returned 
to  the  secretary,  after  the  president's  death;  that  defendant  had 
admitted  receiving  the  money;  that  it  had  not  been  repaid;  and 
that  the  deceased  president  had  stated  to  the  secretary  that  the 
money  had  been  loaned  to  the  defendant — the  court  erred  in 
granting  a  nonsuit.     (Archibald  Estate  v.  Matteson,  441.) 

S.  EvrscT  OF  Motion  tor  Nonsuit — Demureueb  to  Evidence — Ques- 
tion OF  Law — Inferences  of  Fact. — ^A  motion  for  a  nonsuit  can- 
not be  granted  where  plaintiff's  evidence  tends  to  establish  the 
material  averments  of  the  complaint.  The  motion  operates  praeti- 
eally  as  a  demurrer  to  plaintiff's  evidence,  and  assumes  the  truth  of 
the  facts  proved  and  of  all  reasonable  presumptions  and  infereneej 
of  fact  therefrom,  and  presents  a  pure  question  of  law  for  the  eoort. 
(Id.) 

8.  Incompetent  Evedencb  —  Heaksat  —  Cross-examination^— Where 
hearsay  evidence  which  had  been  excluded  in  chief  was  brought  out 
by  the  defendant  on  cross-examination  of  the  secretary,  as  to 
declarations  made  by  the  deceased  president,  effect  must  be  given 
to  it  on  the  motion  for  nonsuit.  Error  in  admitting  evidence  for 
the  plaintiff  cannot  be  reviewed  on  motion  for  a  nonsuit.     (Id.) 

4,  Inapfbopbiats  Findings  on  Motion — Credibilitt  of  Witnesses — 
Pbobative  Power. — It  was  inappropriate  for  the  court  to  make 
findings  of  fact  on  the  motion  for  a  nonsuit.  The  question  of  the 
eredibility  of  witnesses  cannot  arise  upon  such  motion  except  to 
give  to  the  testimony  for  plaintiff  its  full  probative  power.     (Id.) 
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NONSUIT  (Continued). 

5.  Trial  by  CotjRT— Immaterial  Distinction  as  to  Nonsuit. — ^There 
is  no  difference  in  the  power  and  duty  of  the  court,  when  sitting  as  a 
Jury,  and  when  trying  a  ease  by  jury,  as  regards  the  decision  of  a 
motion  for  nonsuit,  the  rules  for  the  decision  of  which  are  the 
same  in  either  case.  The  only  question  to  be  decided  Is  whether 
plaintiff's  evidence  has  made  a  prima  faoU  case.    (Id.) 

OFFICE  AND  0FFICEB8. 

1«  JUSTICES    07    THE    PEACE-  SALARIES  IN  L08  ANOSLES  TOWNSHIP. — 

Under  the  act  of  March  18,  1907,  establishing  a  new  system  of 
county  and  township  governments,  by  amendments  of  the  Political 
Code,  the  fonr  justices  of  the  peace  provided  for  in  Los  Angeles 
township,  in  section  4114  thereof,  are,  by  the  provisions  of  snb* 
division  15  of  section  4231  thereof,  each  entitled  to  receive  a 
■alary  of  $3,000  per  annum,  payable  in  like  manner  and  out  of  the 
same  fund  and  at  like  times  as  county  officers.  (Summerfleld  T. 
Dow,  678.) 
8.  Constitutional  Law — Compensation  in  Proportion  to  Duties. — 
Such  provision  does  not  violate  section  5  of  article  ZI  of  the  state 
constitution,  requiring  the  compensation  of  officers  to  be  regulated 
in  proportion  to  duties.  The  adjustment  of  compensation  by  salaries 
in  large  cities,  and  fees  in  smaller  cities,  towns,  and  nonurban  com- 
munities, proceeds  upon  intrinsie  differences.     (Id.) 

8.  San  I^langisco  Charters-Assistant  District  Attorney— Ordi- 
nance Providing  Additional  Assistant— Salary— Mandamus. — 
An  ordinance  of  the  dty  and  county  of  San  Francisco,  duly  passed, 
providing  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  assistant  district 
attorney  to  those  authorized  by  the  charter,  makes  him  a  legal  as- 
sbtant  or  deputy  district  attorney,  and  the  appointment  is  of  the 
same  dignity  as  if  the  ordinance  had  been  embodied  in  the  charter; 
and  mondamui  will  lie  to  compel  the  auditor  to  draw  a  warrant 
for  his  salary  payable  out  of  the  general  fund,  as  fixed  in  the  or- 
dinance.    (Harrison  v.  Horton,  415.) 

4.  Construction  of  Chartert— Spsano  Appropriation — Salary  op 
Opfigee. — The  provision  of  the  San  Francisco  charter  forbidding 
the  auditor  to  draw  warrants  except  upon  an  unexhausted  specific 
appropriation  has  no  application  to  the  salary  of  an  officer  fixed  un- 
der express  authority  of  the  charter  in  a  valid  ordinance.     (Id.) 

Bee  Municipal  Corporations, 

PABTNEESHIP. 

t.  €k)ODs  Sou>  AND  Deliyersd— Pleading— Partnership  Liabixjtt— 
Waiver  of  Nonjoinder. — A  recovery  may  be  had  upon  a  partner- 
ship liability  against  one  of  the  partners  sued  individually,  where 
6  CaL  App.— M 
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PABTNEBSHIP  (Continued), 

he  fails  to  plead  a  nonjoinder  of  his  eopartner.  Such  failure 
operates  m  a  waiver  of  objection.  (Baker  ft  Hamilton  t.  Lambert, 
708.) 

2.  Evidence — Salx  to  Partnership. — In  such  ease  evidence  fa  ad- 
missible for  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  a  partnership  existed  between 
defendant  and  a  third  person,  and  that  the  goods  sold  and  deliveored 
were  sold  and  delivered  to  such  partnership;  and  it  was  error  to  !•» 
fuse  to  admit  such  evidence.     (Id.) 

3.  Action  tor  Servicxs-— Ambndicsmt  to  Answi^— Disgbxtion — Sbt- 
tlement  with  Partnership — ^Befusal  not  Prejudicial. — In  an  ac- 
tion for  services,  although  a  proposed  amendment  to  the  answer  to 
set  up  a  settlement  between  plaintiff  and  a  partnership  of  which 
defendant  was  a  member,  and  payment  in  full,  might  well  have 
been  allowed  so  as  to  present  the  case  upon  its  merits,  jet  it  cannot 
be  held  that  the  court  abused  its  discretion  in  refusing  it,  where 
its  action  was  not  prejudicial,  it  appearing  that  the  action  was 
tried  upon  the  theory  that  the  settlement  was  in  issue.  (Miner  t. 
Bickej,  451.) 

4.  Individual  Action — ^Evidxng»— Joint  Obligation — ^Instruction — 
Material  Variancs. — In  an  action  for  services  against  a  defend- 
ant individually,  where  defendant's  evidence,  received  without  ob* 
jection,  tended  to  prove  that  any  liability  in  favor  of  plaintiff  was 
against  a  partnership  of  which  defendant  was  a  member,  the  de- 
fendant was  entitled  to  an  instruction  that  if  the  jury  found  that 
the  services  were  rendered  at  the  request  of  the  defendant  acting 
as  a  member  of  the  partnership  to  the  plaintiff's  knowledge,  their 
verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant.  In  such  case  the  obligation 
would  be  joint,  and  the  instruction  is  addressed  to  the  question  of 
a  material  variance  between  the  complaint  and  the  evidence.     (Id.) 

ff.  Hearsay  Evidence — ^Prejudicial  Error, — It  was  prejudicial  error 
to  admit  hearsay  evidence  either  to  prove  the  value  of  plaintiff's 
services,  or  to  corroborate  the  testimony  of  plaintiff  that  he  was 
employed  by  the  defendant,  or  to  show  a  conversation  with  the  regis- 
ter of  the  state  land  office,  to  excuse  delay  in  a  suit  for  years 
that  should  have  been  dismissed  on  motion.     (Id.) 

PABTY-WALL. 

L  Contract  iob  Oontribution — ^Pleading — Gravamen  of  Complaint. 
In  an  action  to  recover  one-half  of  the  cost  of  the  erection  of  a 
party- wall,  under  a  written  contract  to  contribute  one-half  thereof 
to  the  one  actually  building  the  wall,  the  gravamen  of  the  com- 
plaint is  the  building  of  the  wall  by  one  coterminous  owner,  and 
the  use  thereof  by  the  other,  without  contributing  hia  part  of  tho 
oost  of  erection.    (Watkina  t.  Glas,  68.) 
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PABTT-WALL  (Continued). 

2.  Payment  or  Oost  or  Wall  Immatxrial.— It  is  not  necessary  to 
ayer  that  tbe  party  erecting  the  wall  has  paid  the  cost  of  its 
erection,  before  the  action  for  contribution  under  the  contract  there- 
for is  brought,  nor  is  it  a  defense  that  plaintiff  has  not  paid  the 
cost  of  erection  to  the  builder  employed  to  erect  it.     (Id.) 

••  Uncertainty  in  PLKAomo — Osniral  Dxicubusk.— Where  the  eom- 
plaint  is  sufficient  as  against  a  general  demurrer,  the  fact  that  some 
of  its  averments  are  uncertain  cannot  be  considered  where  no  special 
demurrer  for  uncertainty  was  interposed.     (Id.) 

4.  SurnciENOY  or  Gokplaint— Pabty-wail  Aobxbmsnt — Atpbaiss* 

MXNT  or  Cost  by  Aobxes  Abchttbot. — ^A  complaint  which  alleges 
the  agreement  of  the  parties  to  bear  an  equal  proportion  of  the  ez* 
pense  of  the  erection  of  the  wall,  that  it  was  erected  by  one  of  them, 
that  the  cost  thereof  was  appraised  by  the  architect  agreed  upon  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  the  notification  to  defendants  of  such  ap- 
praisement, and  alleges  that  defendants  are  making  use  of  the 
wall,  and  have  not  paid  their  share  of  the  burden  of  its  erection, 
is  sufficient  as  against  a  general  demurrer.     (Id.) 

fiu  BxLATioN  or  Debtor  and  Cbeditob— Assignability  or  Bight  or 
Action. — The  complaint  shows  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  parties,  and  the  party  erecting  the  wall  became  vested 
with  a  right  of  action  against  the  other  party,  which  was  assignable, 
and  enforceable  by  the  assignees,  subject  to  any  defense  or  counter- 
claim against  the  assignor.     (Id.) 

0.  DsrENSE  Unproved— CoNOLUsivs  Finding.— Where  no  ovidenee  Is 
offered  upon  a  defense  pleaded,  the  finding  that  the  allegations 
of  such  defense  are  untrue  is  unassailable.     (Id.) 

7.  Order  or  Paoor— Opening  or  Causs— Motion  or  DsrENDAN^— 
Judgment  Pleaded  in  Abatement  and  in  Bab — ^Discretion.— 
Where  tbe  onw  was  upon  plaintiff  to  prove  the  averments  of  the 
complaint  denied  by  the  answer,  the  court  properly  exercised  its 
discretion  in  denying  a  motion  of  defendant  to  open  the  case  first 
by  proving  a  former  judgment  pleaded  in  bar  and  in  abatement  of 
the  action.  Tbe  proper  time  for  such  proof  was  after  plaintiff 
had  proved  his  case;  and  where  defendant  then  failed  to  make  sueh 
proof,  the  pica  cannot  be  considered.     (Id.) 

5.  Evidence— Contract  by  Corporation  with  PLAiNTirr  to  Build 

Wall — Assignment  by  Corporation — ^Prima  FAax  Ezecution.*- 
A  contract  between  a  corporation,  party  to  the  party-wall  agreo- 
ment,  and  the  plaintiffs  to  construct  the  party-wall  was  admissible 
to  show  the  fact  of  its  construction  thereunder;  and  the  assign- 
ment by  the  corporation  to  the  plaintiffs,  executed  by  its  president 
and  secretary,  and  attested  by  its  corporate  seal,  v^as  a  prima  foots 
showing  of  a  due  execution  thereof,  which  was  sufficient^  in  the  ab- 
sence of  other  evidence  overcoming  it.     (Id.) 
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9.  Error  in  Aorbxd  Appraisxmxnt— Burden  of  Proot. — If  thero  urns 
any  error  or  mistake  in  the  ag^reed  appraisement,  which  appean 
to  have  been  eondueted  in  aeeordance  with  the  terms  of  the  partf- 
wall  agreement,  the  burden  was  upon  the  defendants  to  show  kL 
(Id.) 

10.  Support  of  Findings  and  Judomxnt. — Held,  that  the  eridenec 
sufficientlj  supports  the  findings  and  sustains  the  judgment  for 
plaintiffs.     (Id.) 

PAYMENT.    See  Cheeks,  1-^ 

PLACE  OP  TEIAL. 

L  Venue  of  Action — Specific  Performance  of  Contract  to  Contet 
Beal  Estate — Place  of  Commencement. — An  action  to  eompel 
the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  convey  mining  claims 
situated  in  another  county  may  be  brought  in  the  county  of  th* 
residence  of  the  defendant.  It  is  not  an  action  "for  the  reeov^ 
ery  of  the  possession  of,  quieting  title  to,  or  for  the  enforcement 
of  liens  upon  real  estate/'  required  by  the  constitution  to  ''be 
commenced  in  the  county  in  which  the  real  estate,  or  any  part 
thereof  affected  by  such  action  or  actions,  is  situated.''  (Wood 
▼.  Thompson,  247.) 
8.  Construction  of  Constitutional  Provision— ^Limitation  upon 
Jurisdiction  of  Superior  Court. — ^The  constitutional  provision  lim- 
iting the  place  of  commencement  of  certain  enumerated  actions^ 
being  a  limitation  upon  the  general  jurisdiction  of  the  superior 
court,  is  to  be  strictly  constmed;  and  its  prohibition  must  be  eoii> 
fined  to  the  actions  enumerated  therein.    (Id.) 

PLEADINGa 

1.  Action  for  Indebtedness— Legal  Conclusion  Impltino  Faop— 
Judgment  bt  Defauut. — A  complaint  averring  that  defendants 
'^ within  two  years  last  past  became  indebted  to  the  plaintiff" 
in  a  specified  sum,  followed  by  other  proper  averments,  though  it 
states  a  legal  conclusion  as  to  the  indebtedness,  merely  implying  the 
material  fact,  is  sufficient,  in  the  absence  of  a  demurrer,  to  support 
a  judgment  by  default.     (KiliUea  f.  Wilson,  6.) 

2.  SuFFiciENCT  OF  COMPLAINT— REVIEW  UPON  APPEAL. — ^The  suffioien^ 
of  a  complaint  to  support  the  judgment  must  be  reviewed  on  an 
appeal  from  the  judgment.  (Wells,  Fargo  &  Company  t.  MeOarthy, 
801.) 

8.  complaint  upon  foreclosure  of  mortgage— sufficdenot  of 
Averment  of  Ownership — ^Assignment  bt  Executrix — ^Presuig^ 
TION  UPON  Appeal. — ^Where  a  complaint  upon  the  foreclosure  of 
a  mortgage  alleged  an  assignment  by  the  ezecatzix  ot  tho  wiU  of 
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PLEADINGS  (Continued). 

a  deceased  person,  ''pursuant  to  order  dnlj  made  in  tlie  matter  of 
the  estate''  of  such  deceased  person,  without  averring  specifically 
what  ord«r  was  made  in  snch  matter,  and  also  alleged  an  indorse- 
ment and  deliverx  of  the  note  to  plaintiff  by  the  executrix  with- 
•at  reeonrse,  and  that  plaintiff  has  ever  since  been,  and  now  is, 
the  holder  and  owner  thereof,  it  must  be  presumed  in  fayor  of  the 
judgment,  in  the  absence  of  a  bill  of  exceptions,  that  it  was  shown 
without  objection  that  an  order  of  sale  and  an  order  confirming 
the  sale  were  properlj  made  bj  the  superior  court,  and  that  the  cause 
was  tried  on  the  theory  that  the  complaint  was  sufficient,  and  techni- 
cal objections  raised  for  the  first  time  on  appeal  must  be  disre- 
garded.   (Id.) 

4,  Attbmpt  to  Allegs  Ordze  of  Court— Lsoal  Conclusion — Vvn- 

iCATi  Fact  of  Ownership  Alleged. — There  being  no  attempt  to 
mllege  the  orders  of  the  court,  even  if  the  allegation  relative  thereto 
be  deemed  a  mere  legal  conclusion  and  surplusage,  the  allegation 
of  ownership  of  the  note  and  mortgage  should  be  construed  as  an 
averment  of  an  ultimate  fact  sufficient  to  supply  the  defect  and 
to  support  the  judgment.     (Id.) 

5.  Proposed  Amendment  bt  Subsequent  Lisnholdsk— Novation — 

Statute  of  Limitations — ^Discretion. — ^The  court  did  not  abuse 
its  discretion  in  refusing  to  permit  an  amended  answer  to  be  filed 
more  than  four  years  after  issue  joined,  so  as  to  plead  a  novation 
of  the  indebtedness  on  the  note  and  mortgage,  which  was  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitation  as  against  a  subsequent  lienholder, 
and  thus  defeat  the  plaintiff's  mortgage  and  unjustly  assert 
priority  of  defendant's  lien  thereto.  (Id.) 
0.  Assumpsit — ^Wore  and  Labor  Done — Executed  Contbaot. — A 
complaint  to  recover  for  work  and  labor  done  in  grading  and  ex- 
cavating for  the  defendants,  within  two  years,  for  which  they  agreed 
to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  a  specified  sum,  is  in  effect  an  indehitatuM 
€U9umpsit  count  at  common  law.  Such  pleading  is  allowable  under 
our  code;  and  its  use  carries  with  it  the  general  rule  applicable  to 
such  counts.     (Donegan  ▼.  Houston,  626.) 

7.  Omission    of   Usual    Averments — Implied    Consideration    and 

Promise. — ^Though  the  complaint  lacks  the  ordinary  averments  of 
indebtedness,  and  that  the  services  were  rendered  at  defendant's 
request,  yet  these  averments  are  unnecessary  when  the  consideration 
as  well  as  the  promise  are  implied  from  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
action declared  upon.     (Id.) 

8.  Distinct    Debts    Under    Different    Contracts. — ^Under    an    in- 

debitatus assumpsit  count,  several  distinct  debts  due  in  respect  < 
different  contracts  not  under  seal  of  the  same  or  different  natuTe^ 
as  demands  for  work,  and  debts  for  goods,  money  lent,  etc.,  mig>jt 
alwa/s  ba  included  in  one  count  of  this  description,  and  whatevsr 
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PLEADINGS  (Continued). 

is  due  may  be  recovered  thereunder.  It  Is  not  neceesarj  to  declare 
specially,  however  special  the  agreement  m&y  have  been,  when  plain- 
tiff has  performed  the  terms  and  the  remuneration  was  to  be  in 
money.  (Id.) 
9.  EzPBEss  AMD  Implzxd  Oomtraots — Gkadino  and  Extra  Wobx — 
Accounts  Stated — Items. — The  plaintiff  may  recover  in  one  eonnt 
nnder  an  executed  express  contract  for  grading  completed,  and 
also  under  an  implied  contraet  for  extra  work,  as  together  con- 
stituting the  whole  indebtedness  due,  and  where  an  account  was 
stated  for  the  whole  indebtedness,  the  law  implies  a  promise  to 
pay  it.  It  was  not  necessary  to  plead  any  of  the  items  from  which 
the  result  was  obtained,  the  only  remedy  of  the  defendants  being 
to  demand  a  bill  of  particulars  nnder  section  454  of  the  Code  of 
Civil  Procedure.     (Id.) 

10.  Pleading— IssuB  Under  Iicplixd    Averiont— Waiver   of    Enoe- 

neer's  Certihgate— Unjust  and  Fraudulent  Detention — ^Per- 
sonal Quabsel. — The  issue  as  to  whether  there  was  a  waiver  of  the 
engineer's  certificate  required  of  the  plaintiff  was  properly  tried 
by  the  court,  under  the  implied  allegation  that  the  contract  was 
folly  executed  and  performed,  and  that  nothing  remained  but  to 
pay  the  money  agreed.  The  plaintiff  might,  without  express  plead- 
ing, prove  that  the  engineer's  certificate  was  unjustly  and  fraudu- 
lently detained,  without  warrant,  owing  to  a  personal  quaireL 
(Id.) 

11.  Findings  Within  Pleadings — Support  bt  Evidenoe.— JGTel^  that 

all  the  findings  for  plaintiff  are  within  the  pleadings,  and  are  sup- 
ported by  sufficient  evidence.  The  weight  of  the  evidence  wiU 
not  be  considered  where  there  is  a  substantial  eonfliet  therein. 
(M.) 
IS.  Objections  to  Complaint  Cured  bt  Issues  Under  Dkisnih 
ant's  Pleadings^ — ^Where  all  of  the  issues  which  it  is  claimed  the 
eomplaint  should  have  tendered  were  set  forth  by  the  answer,  eoon- 
terclaim  and  cross-complaint  of  the  defendants  and  issues  joined 
thereon  by  plaintiff's  answer  thereto,  any  objections  to  the  insnffi- 
eiency  of  the  complaint  are  thereby  waived  and  cured;  and  where 
the  case  was  tried  and  findings  made  for  plaintiffs  upon  the 
issues  tendered  by  defendant's  pleadings,  the  judgment  cannot  bo 
reversed  because  of  the  objections  made  to  the  complaint,  even 
if  it  be  conceded  that  they  were  tenable.     (Id.) 

Bee  Agency,  4;  Attachment,  1-5;  Bill  of  Particulars;  Contraet,  28, 
23,  27,  30;  Eminent  Domain,  7,  10;  False  Imprisonment,  4; 
Frauds,  1;  Injunction,  7;  Intervention;  Judgment,  7-10; 
Mortgage,  8,  10;  Partnership,  1;  Party- wall,  1-5;  QuietlBg 
Title,  3,  4;  Specific  Performance,  3,  4;  Trust,  i» 
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PLEDGE. 

1«  TRANsrm  01*  Brocx— Bight  to  Bepubohasb. — Vfhen  it  appean 
that  a  transfer  of  one-half  the  stock  in  a  corporation  by 
plaintiff  to  defendant  waa  contemporaneous  with  a  right  giyen  to 
repurchase  the  same,  that  the  stock  had  a  substantial  yalue,  and 
that  defendant  neither  paid  nor  agreed  to  pay  anything  in  eonsidera- 
tion  of  its  transfer  to  him,  that  none  of  plaintiff's  esdsting  liabil- 
ities as  a  stockholder  were  canceled  or  assumed  by  defendant,  and 
as  a  condition  of  the  retransfer  plaintiff  was  to  pay  one*half  of 
the  money  which  a  bank  had  loaned  or  would  loan  the  company, 
further  security  being  given  for  future  loans  to  the  company, 
the  transfer  of  the  stock  is  to  be  deemed  a  pledge  and  not  a  sale 
thereof.     (Keifer  v.  Myers,    668.) 

8.  AffitlCEKSNTS — SiNOLJB   TBANSACTION— LAKOUAOB  07   SALB   HOT   OON- 

TBOiiUNO. — The  agreements  whereby  the  stock  was  transferred  to 
the  defendant  and  the  plaintiff  was  given  the  right  of  repurchase 
constituted  one  and  the  same  transaction,  and  are  to  be  taken  to- 
gether in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  The  use  of 
the  words  "Sold,  transferred,  and  assigned,"  and  the  recital  that 
defendant  is  the  owner  of  the  stock  cannot  change  the  character  of 
the  transaction.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  real  contract 
between  the  parties,  the  court  looks  beyond  the  terms  of  the  in- 
strument. (Id.) 
8.  Action  to  Bedeem  from  Pledge — Nonsuit. — In  an  action  to  re- 
deem from  the  pledge,  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  admitted  the  truth 
of  plaintiff's  evidence,  and  every  inference  of  fact  that  can  be 
legitimately  drawn  therefrom.  Held,  that  a  motion  for  a  non- 
suit, in  view  of  the  evidence  for  plaintiff,  was  improperly  granted, 
and  that  the  judgment  of  nonsuit  must  be  reversed.     (Id.) 

PBACTICE.  See  Appeal;  Attachment;  Bill  of  Exceptions;  Bill  of 
Particulars;  Costs;  Evidence;  Execution;  Injunction;  Inter- 
vention; Judgment;  New  Trial;  Nonsuit;  Place  of  Trial. 

PBINCIPAL  AND  AGENT.    Bee  Agen^. 

PBOHIBITION. 

L  Bbmxdt  by  Appeai/— Jurisdiction  to  Tbt  Aotion  in  Justice's 
Court. — A  writ  of  prohibition  will  not  lie  to  prevent  the  trial  of 
an  action  where  there  is  a  plain,  speedy  and  adequate  remedy  by 
appeal  from  the  final  judgment  rendered  therein.  Whether  a  jus- 
tice's court  has  or  has  not  jurisdiction  to  try  an  action,  where  it 
appears  that  the  summons  was  not  served  or  returned  within  three 
years  from  the  commencement  of  the  action,  the  method  of  appeal- 
ing from  the  judgment  of  the  justice's  court  is  simple  and  expedi- 
tious and  an  appeal  may  be  taken  upon  questions  both  of  law  and  of 
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PROHIBITION  (Continued). 

fact;  and  prohibition  will  not  lie  in  tbe  superior  court  to  prevent  the 
trial  of  the  action.  (Hubbard  t.  Justice  'b  Court  of  Ban  Joie  Town- 
•hip,  90.) 
8.  Appkait— Stipulation  of  Partiss^-Moot  Quxstion.— UpoB  ap- 
peal to  this  court  from  a  judgment  of  the  superior  eonrt  denjing 
a  writ  of  prohibition  to  the  justice's  eourt,  the  parties  cannot 
bj  stipulation  limit  the  inquiry  in  this  court  to  the  moot  qiieo- 
tion,  not  arising  upon  the  record,  whether  section  581  of  the  Code 
of  Civil  Procedure  applies  to  justices'  courts.     (Id.) 

Bee  Criminal  Law,  20,  77;  Justice's  Court,  8. 

PBOMISSOBY  NOTE. 

1«  Waivzb  or  Interest  After  ICatoritt— Ezecxttbd  OraXi  Aoo- 
HENT. — An  executed  oral  agreement  between  the  owner  of  a  note 
and  the  payee,  upon  sufScient  consideration,  to  waive  the  payment  of 
interest  thereon  after  maturity,  had  the  effect  to  change  the  stipu- 
lation of  the  note  ae  to  such  interest.     (Righetti  v.  BighettI,  840.) 

2.  Conditional  Deposit  of  Monet  in  Bank — Extinguishment  not 
Effected. — A  deposit  of  money  in  bank  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
tinguishing a  note  under  the  provisions  of  section  1500  of  the  Glril 
Code  must  be  unconditional,  and  must  have  the  effect  to  make  the 
deposit  the  property  of  the  person  to  whose  credit  it  is  placed; 
and  a  deposit  of  money  made  conditionally  upon  the  surrender  of 
the  notes  is  insufficient  to  extinguish  the  obligation  of  the  note  for 
which  the  deposit  was  made.     (Id.) 

QUIETINO  TITLB. 

1.  Action  to  Quiet  Tpfl^—Affirmative  Defense— Foriob  Judo- 
KINT — Estoppel. — In  an  action  to  quiet  title,  where  the  eourt  fus- 
tained  an  affirmative  defense  that  defendant  had  obtained  a  former 
judgment  quieting  his  title  to  the  same  property,  under  the  same  is- 
sues against  one  for  whom  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  action  who 
claims  the  property  is  a  mere  agent,  the  former  judgment  pleaded 
operates  as  an  estoppel  against  the  plaintiff,  and  the  defendant's 
source  of  title  is  immaterial.     (Keller  v.  McGiUiard,  895.) 

t.  Failure  of  Evidence — ^Title  not  to  be  Belitioatedw — ^The  real 
plaintiff  cannot  relitigate  the  title  to  the  property  involved  in  the 
former  judgment,  notwithstanding  he  failed  to  show  of  what  the 
titie  claimed  by  him  consisted  at  the  time  of  the  former  trial.  If 
a  party  fails  to  assert  his  claim  properly,  or  to  present  the  proper 
evidence  in  the  first  suit,  he  will  not  be  permitted  to  litigate  it  in 
a  second  suit.    (Id.) 

8.  Unnecessary  Cross-ooicplaint— Befusal  of  Motion  to  Stsikr 
Out  not  Prejudicial. — ^The  refusal  of  the  court  to  strike  oot  aa 
onnecessaiy  cross-complaint,  which  presented  no  issues  other  than 
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QUIETINQ  TITLE  (Continued). 

thoM  presented  bj  the  complaint  and  answer,  is  without  prejudice, 
where  no  judgment  was  rendered  upon  the  cross-complainti  but 
ovUj  an  affirmatiye  defense  set  up  in  the  answer.  (Id.) 
4.  OmOM  OF  Gbo88-cx>]CPLAINT. — ^A.  cross-eomplaint  in  an  action  to 
quiet  title  may  be  used  to  present  a  case  for  affirmative  relief  in 
order  to  preclude  a  dismissal  of  plaintiff's  action  and  to  compel 
a  determination  of  the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  action.    (Id.) 

Bee  Intervention^  1;  Mortgage,  1-5. 
QUO  WABBANTO.    See  Municipal  Corporations,  18. 
BAPE.    8ea  Criminal  law,  48-ff2. 

BECEIVEIt. 

1.  Ex  Pastb  Appointmsnt— Basis  fob  DETEsiinnKO  Yaliditt— 
BuBSEQUSNT  Pbooeedings  Immatekial. — The  validitj  of  an  tx 
parte  order  appointing  a  receiver  must  be  determined  bj  the  pro- 
ceedings upon  which  it  was  based;  and,  aside  from  any  imperfec* 
Hon  in  the  bond,  any  proceedings  taken  subsequently  to  the  mak- 
ing of  the  order  when  a  motion  to  vacate  the  order  was  noticed  and 
heard,  Including  an  amended  complaint  then  allowed  to  be  filed, 
are  wholly  immaterial.  (Hobson  v.  Pacific  States  Mercantile  Co., 
»4.) 

8.  iNsumoufiNT  Complaint — Object  of  Action — Appointment  of 
Bboeivbb  of  Insolvent  Corporation — ^Want  of  Notice. — ^Where 
the  original  complaint  on  which  the  order  was  based  did  not  state 
a  cause  of  action,  and  had  for  its  object  merely  to  appoint  a  re- 
ceiver of  a  corporation,  alleged  on  information  and  belief  to  be  in- 
solvent, and  a  receiver  was  appointed  upon  the  verified  complaint 
to  take  possession  of  all  of  the  assets  of  the  corporation  without 
notice,  the  order  has  no  validity  and  must  be  reversed.     (Id.) 

8.  Appointment  must  be  Anch^lary  to  Pending  Cause  of  Action. — 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  an  action  brought  merely  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver.  Such  an  appointment,  when  made,  must  be 
ancillary  to  a  pending  and  independent  cause  of  action,  and  its 
purpose  is  to  preserve  the  property  pending  the  litigation,  so  that 
the  relief  awarded  by  the  judgment|  if  any,  may  be  effective. 
(Id.) 

4.  Jurisdiction  of  Bquitt— Insolvent  Corporation. — ^A  court  of 
equity  has  no  inherent  power  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  an  insolvent 
corporation  merely  because  of  its  insolvency,  or  to  wind  up  its 
affairs,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute;  and  no  statute  authorizes  a 
private  person,  either  as  stockholder  or  creditor,  to  maintain  an 
action  to  dissolve  a  corporation  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  insolvent^ 
ar  to  place  its  property  in  the  bands  of  a  receiver.     (Id.) 
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5.  NoncB  Bequisits  as  ▲  Bttle— Ibrspa&ablx  Injttbt— Tkuporakt 
Injunction. — As  a  general  rule,  the  appointment  of  a  receiTer  to 
take  propertj  out  of  one's  possession  without  »  trial  wUl  not  be 
indulged  in  bj  a  court  without  previous  notice  to  the  defendant. 
It  would  be  unjustifiable,  except  where  it  clearly  appeared  that  ir- 
reparable injury  would  be  done  during  the  few  days  necessary  for 
a  hearing  on  notice;  and  even  in  such  extreme  case  a  temporaxy 
injunction  would  usually  be  sufficient.     (Id.) 

See  Appeal,  ?• 

BOBBEBY.    See  Criminal  Law,  ffd-72. 

SALE.    See  Agency;  Contract^  1-6,  14-26. 

8LANDEB. 

!•  Action  tok  Slander^-Dismtssal — Attosnbt's  Fees — ^Dkcisiov 
UPON  FoBMEB  Appeal — ^Pbopbr  Judgment  upon  Bemittitue — ^No- 
tice.— ^Where  the  plaintiff  brought  an  action  for  slander,  and  eause^l 
the  clerk  to  enter  a  dismissal  thereof  after  defendant  had  ineorred 
costs  in  taking  steps  to  procure  a  dismissal  thereof,  and  had  include«l 
$100  for  counsel  fees  in  his  cost-bill,  and  upon  a  former  appeal 
from  an  order  striking  out  the  counsel  fees  the  order  was  reversed, 
leaving  the  cost-bill  as  to  attorney's  fees  intact,  upon  going 
down  of  the  remittitur,  the  court  properly  rendered  judgment  against 
plaintiff  for  $100  counsel  fees,  without  further  notice  and  hearing, 
as  an  incident  to  the  judgment,  and  for  the  further  sum  of  $32  coats 
upon  appeal,  to  which  no  objection  was  taken.  (Gaffey  v.  Mann, 
712.) 

8.  CONSTZTUnONALITT  OF  COUNSEL  FSSS  IN  SLANDER  CASES — ^LAW  OF 

Case. — ^No  constitutional  objection  appears  to  the  allowance  of  coun- 
sel fees  to  the  prevailing  party  in  an  action  for  slander,  under  a 
law  passed  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the  present  constitution;  but 
without  passing  definitely  upon  that  question,  it  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  decision  made  upon  the  former  appeal  for  the  allowance  of 
counsel  fees  to  the  respondent  has  become  the  law  of  the  case,  and 
this  decision  has  become  final.     (Id.) 

SPECIFIC  PEBFOBMANCB. 
1.  Definite  Description  of  Land — ^Parol  Evidence— New  Descbif- 
TION. — In  an  action  for  the  specific  performance  of  a  contract  for 
the  sale  of  lots,  where  the  description  in  the  contract  is  definite,  cer- 
tain, and  complete,  and  described  land  not  belonging  to  the  de- 
fendants, parol  evidence  is  inadmissible  to  show  that  the  eontraoc 
was  intended  to  describe  lands  elsewhere  situated  belonging  to  the 
defendants,   by  a  new   and   wholly   distinct  description,  which  ii 
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SPECIFIC  PERFOHMANCE  (Continued). 

sought  to  be  made  the  subject  of  the  aetion.  (WiUmon  t.  Peek, 
665.) 

2.  Disregard  of  Parol  Evidencb  ADifiTTKi>— Finding. — ^Where  the 
court  improperlj  admitted  parol  evidence  to  supply  a  new  and  dis- 
tinct description  of  land,  such  eyidence  ims  entitled  to  no  weight 
whatever,  and  the  court  properlj  disregarded  it,  and  found  that  the 
contract  was  fatally  defective  for  want  of  description  of  the  land 
claimed  in  the  action  to  be  covered  thereby.     (Id.) 

8.  Contract  to  Convxy  Beal  Estate  to  Corporation — SumciXNCY 
OF  Complaint. — In  an  action  by  an  oil  company  to  enforce  specific 
performance  of  a  contract  by  defendant  to  convey  three  lots  of  land 
thereto,  where  the  complaint  shows  that,  in  consideration  of  a 
purchase  of  land  from  the  defendant,  including  the  three  lots  after- 
ward acquired  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the  refinery 
thereon,  it  had  issued  its  capital  stock,  which  defendant  accepted 
and  retained,  and  that  it  has  erected  valuable  improvements  on  the 
three  lots,  which  defendant  had  refused  to  convey,  and  alleged  that 
the  contract  to  convey  the  three  lots  was  reasonable  and  just  to  the 
defendant,  it  states  a  cause  of  action,  and  a  demurrer  thereto  was 
properly  overruled.     (Meridian  Oil  Co.  v.  Dunham,  367.) 

4.  Rule  as  to  Pleading  Value  of  Land  Inapplioabls. — ^The  well- 

recognized  rule  that  in  actions  for  specific  performance  the  com- 
plaint must  state  the  value  of  the  land,  or  other  facts  showing  that 
the  consideration  is  adequate,  is  not  applicable  to  the  facts  ^fiHtig 
in  this  case.     (Id.) 

5.  Estoppel  of  Defendant  to  Question  Adequaot. — ^After  accepting 

and  retaining  the  agreed  consideration  for  the  whole  purchase,  the 
defendant  cannot  question  the  adequacy  thereof.     (Id.) 

6.  Parol    Conokact — Part     Performance — Impbovbmxnts. — Though 

the  contract  to  convey  the  land  was  by  parol,  a  specific  performance 
of  it  may  be  enforced,  when  the  payment  therefor  has  been  accom- 
panied not  only  by  a  change  of  possession,  but  by  a  large  expend!* 
ture  of  money  upon  the  lots  by  way  of  improvements  thereon,  con- 
sisting of  a  number  of  tanks  constituting  a  part  of  the  plant  of  its 
oil  refinery.     (Id.) 

7.  Pleading  and  Proof  as  to  Improvements. — ^Where   the   contract 

did  not  in  terms  call  for  an  improvement,  it  was  not  necessaiy  to 
allege  or  prove  that  the  improvements  upon  the  property  were  made 
pursuant  to  the  agreement.  (Id.) 
ft.  Documentary  Evidence — Error  not  Disclosed^ — ^Where  no  error 
ia  the  admission  or  exclusion  of  documentary  evidence  is  shown,  for 
the  reason  that  no  copy  thereof  is  included  in  the  record  upon  ap- 
peal, it  must  be  concluded  that  the  ruling  of  the  eonrt  thareon  was 
correct.     (Id.) 
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SPECIFIC  PERFOBMANCB  (Continued). 

9.  Original  Book  Entby  Showing  Contract. — ^The  original  book  en- 
try showing  the  contract  between  the  corporation  and  the  defendant 
for  the  purchase  of  the  land  and  lots  described  at  a  certain  price, 
to  be  paid  for  in  stock,  was  properly  admitted  as  showing  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  with  defendant  as  the  president.     (Id.) 

10.  Improper  Evidencb — ^Understanding  and  Intention  of  Defend- 
ant— Conclusion. — Questions  on  direct  examination  of  the  defend- 
ant as  to  his  understanding  and  intention  to  convey  the  lots  in  ques- 
tion were  properly  disallowed  as  calling  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
witness.     (Id.) 

11.  Disposition  of  Stock  Iicmateriait— Aid  of  Company. — ^The  subse- 

quent disposition  of  the  stock  received  in  consideration  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  and  lots,  by  placing  it  in  the  hands  of  the  trus- 
tees to  aid  the  company  in  tiding  over  the  financial  distress,  could 
not,  in  the  absence  of  an  agreement  so  to  do,  release  appellant  from 
his  obligation  to  convey  the  property,  and  was  immateriaL     (Id.) 

12.  Advancement  of  Money  to  Corporation — Position  of  Creditor.— 

The  advance  of  money  by  the  defendant  to  the  corporation  only 
placed  defendant  in  a  position  in  common  with  other  creditors 
thereof,  and  could  not  entitle  him  to  withhold  the  conveyance  of 
the  lots  unless  his  claim  was  paid.  (Id.) 
18.  Contract  of  Sale— Support  of  Findings. — Eeld,  that  the  enri- 
dence  in  the  record  conclusively  supports  the  findings  that  the  de- 
fendant entered  into  an  agreement  to  sell  the  lots  in  controversy, 
and  that  his  conduct  was  such  as  to  estop  him  from  claiming  the 
eontrary.     (Id.) 

See  Place  of  TriaL 

8TABE  DECnSIS. 

1.  Claim  and  Delivery — CJropping  Lease — ^Tenancy  in  Common — 
Law  of  the  Case. — In  an  action  of  claim  and  delivery  where  the 
eourt  decided  on  a  former  appeal  that  the  instrument  of  lease  between 
the  parties  must  be  deemed  only  a  cropping  contract,  and  that  by 
virtue  of  its  provisions  the  parties  were  cotenants  in  the  fruits 
raised  during  the  time  of  the  contract,  and  that  each  has  an  equal 
right  with  the  other  to  the  possession  of  the  fruit,  the  construction 
of  the  contract  is  the  law  of  the  case  upon  a  second  appeaL 
(Adams  t.  Thornton,  455.) 

f.  Bight  to  Nonsuit— Distinct  Evidencb — ^Law  of  Case  Inappli- 
gable. — The  decision  upon  the  former  appeal  that  the  defendant 
was  entitled  to  a  nonsuit  is  not  the  law  of  the  case  upon  the  second 
appeal,  where  the  evidence  at  the  second  trial  is  so  distinct  as  to 
render  the  granting  of  a  nonsuit  thereat  erroneous.     (Id.) 

8.  Beplevin  Maintainable  When  Share  may  be  Ascertained.— 
Where  the  personal  property  held  in  cotenancy  is  readily  diyisible 
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8TABE  DECISIS  (Continued). 

bj  weight  or  measurement  into  portions  absolutely  alike  in  quality 
and  value,  and  an  equal  division  thereof  was  in  fact  made  bj  the 
eropping  tenant,  placed  in  separate  piles,  each  pile  having  a  sepa- 
rate letter,  and  the  lessor's  share  was  tendered  to  him  and  re- 
fused, and  the  lessor  took  possession  of  all  the  fruit  and  refused 
to  return  the  tenant's  share  upon  demand,  replevin  hj  the  crop- 
ping tenant  may  be  maintained  to  secure  his  share  of  the  crop 
from  the  lessor.  (Id.) 
4.  Aboument  upon  Appeait— Point  Maox  in  Beplt  Brief. — The  fact 
that  the  point  was  first  made  by  appellant  in  his  reply  brief  that 
the  law  of  the  ease  does  not  apply  where  the  plaintifF's  evidenee 
is  different  upon  the  new  trial  does  not  preclude  the  decision  of  the 
point  by  this  court.     (Id.) 

See  Bond,  1,  2;  Eminent  Domain,  1,  8. 

STATE  LANDa 

1.  Becession  of  Lake — Teuth  op  Affidavit— Subsequent  Aoree- 
ICENT  TO  Sell  Before  Certificate. — ^Where  it  appears  that  at 
the  time  of  an  application  to  purchase  state  lands  uncovered 
by  the  recession  of  a  lake,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  1893, 
that  the  prior  applicant  truthfully  stated  in  his  affidavit  that  he 
desired  to  purchase  the  land  "for  his  own  use  and  benefit,  and  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  no  other  persons  whatsoever,"  a  subsequent 
agreement  to  sell  the  land  to  another  person  about  forty  days 
after  the  application  and  before  the  issuance  of  the  certificate  of 
purchase  is  not  forbidden  by  that  statute,  nor  by  any  statute  of  the 
state  for  the  sale  of  state  lands.     (Bryan  v.  Graham,  599.) 

8.  Statute  Allowing  Sale  of  Certificate — Construotivb  Poliot 
•F  Law— Restraints  upon  Alienation. — The  express  statutory 
grant  of  the  right  to  sell  ''certificates  of  purchase  and  all  rights 
acquired  thereunder,"  in  section  1315  of  the  Political  Code,  cannot 
be  construed  as  an  expression  of  legislative  intent  that  one  who 
agreed  to  sell  after  filing  his  application,  and  before  the  issuance 
of  his  certificate  of  purchase,  should  lose  his  right  to  purchase. 
The  policy  of  the  law  is  to  discourage  restraints  upon  alienation. 
(Id.) 

t.  Effect  of  Subsequent  Contracts  of  Sale  as  Evidence — Con- 
vucT  OF  Evidence — Support  of  Finding. — ^Assuming  that  contracts 
to  sell  made  subsequently  to  an  application  to  purchase  state 
lands,  before  the  issuance  of  a  certificate,  would  constitute  any 
evidence  tending  to  show  the  falsity  of  the  affidavit,  which  would 
defeat  the  purchase,  yet  where  it  appears  that  there  was  neverthe- 
less a  conflict  of  testimony  upon  the  issue  as  to  whether  or  not 
defendant,  at  the  time  he  made  the  prior  application  to  purchase, 
did  so  for  bis  own  use  and  bonefit,  the  finding  of  the  court  in  his 
favor  on  that  issue  cannot  be  disturbed  upon  appeaL     (Id.) 
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STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONa 

1.  AcoouNT  Statxd — ^Unpaid  Interest  ok  Babred  Note  Pad  and 
8uBSENi>EBED.^-Where  at  the  time  of  stating  an  account  poiporting 
to  be  for  unpaid  interest  on  a  note  which  was  barred  bj  the  statute 
of  limitations,  and  which  had  been  fully  paid  and  surrendered  more 
than  six  joars  prior  to  such  account  stated,  the  cause  of  action  for 
such  interest  is  barred  bj  section  8B7  of  the  Code  of  GiTil  Pro- 
cedure. (Yisher  t.  Wilbur,  562.) 
2.  Effsot  of  Aooount  Stated — Operation  of  Statute. — As  soon  as 
an  account  ceases  to  be  open  and  the  balance  is  ascertained  and 
assented  to,  it  becomes  a  stated  account,  and  the  balance  is  at 
once  subject  to  the  operation  of  the  statute.     (Id.) 

t.  Evidsnob  upon  Account  Stated— Bab  of  Statute.— Upon  the 
fheorj  that  the  action  was  for  money  had  and  receiYed  upon  an 
account  stated,  any  evidence  relevantly  bearing  upon  the  alleged 
bar  of  the  statute  pleaded  in  the  answer  was  admissible  to  show 
that  the  account  stated  was  for  interest  on  a  barred  note.    (Id.) 

4.  Trust  Thbort  of  Coicplaint— Tariance — ^Pboof  of  Relation  of 
Dbbtob  and  Greditob. — A  trust  theory  of  the  plaintiff  as  to  the 
money  evidenced  by  the  promissory  note  is  at  variance  with  evi- 
dence showing  simply  and  only  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor 
between  the  parties,  and  that  the  particular  transaction  from  which 
fhe  alleged  indebtedness  arose  was  in  no  manner  impressed  with  the 
qualities  of  a  trust.     (Id.) 

6.  AOKNOWLKDOIOBNT  OF  DEBT — ^NEW  PbOMISB — ^LETTERS  WRITTEN  TO 
HEIR — SUBSEQimNT    APPOINTMENT     AS     ADMINISTRATOR. — ^Assuming 

that  letters  written  by  the  supposed  debtor  to  a  single  heir  of 
the  creditor,  who  at  the  time  was  not  a  representative  of  the  estate, 
or  authorized  to  bind  it,  contained  language  which,  if  written  to 
the  creditor  or  his  personal  representative,  would  constitute  a 
■uificient  acknowledgment  to  take  the  debt  out  of  the  operation  of 
the  statute,  they  could  not  have  that  effect,  there  being  no  privity 
of  contract  between  the  debtor  and  the  heir;  and  the  subsequent 
appointment  of  the  heir  as  administrator  could  not  have  the  effect 
to  revive  the  right  of  action  because  of  such  prior  letters.     (Id.) 

t»  Revival  of  Barred  Claim — Writing  Essential — Express  or 
Implied  Promise— unequivocal  Acknowlbdombnt  of  Debt. — ^In 
order  to  revive  a  claim  which  is  barred  by  statute,  a  writing  is 
essential,  and  it  must  contain  either  an  express  or  implied  promise 
to  pay  an  existing  debt.  In  the  absence  of  an  exprees  promise, 
the  acknowledgment  must  be  unequivocal,  and  must  contain  a 
direct  and  unqualified  admissioD  ^t  an  existing  debt  for  whieh  tha 
par^  is  liable,  and  which  he  is  willing  to  pay.     (Id.) 

h  Insufficient  Acknowlbdombnt — ^Yague  and  Conditional  Dbo- 
LARATtoN. — A  vague,  indeterminate  and  conditional  declaration  in 
a  letter  that  if  the  estate  has  any  valid  claim  ag»iMt  tha  viitsr 
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STATUTE  OF  LIMITATIONS  (Contiinied). 

he  win  paj  it  if  he  ever  gets  money  enough  to  do  so  does  not  eon- 
stitute  an  aeknowledgment  from  which  even  a  conditional  promise 
to  pay  the  specifie  debt  declared  upon  can  be  implied.     (Id.) 

ft.  pLBADiNfl — EviDSNCX — ^Vabiancb  IN  Pbohiss. — Where  one  new 
promise  is  set  forth  in  the  complaint^  the  plaintiff  cannot  reeover 
upon  proof  of  another.     (Id.) 

9.  Claim  Against  Estats — Credit  of  Account  Suid  upon — Sus- 
8ISTIN0  DiBT  NiOATivsD. — ^A  daim  presented  bj  the  defendant 
against  the  estate,  allowing  a  credit  for  the  account  sued  upon, 
and  showing  a  balance  due  from  the  estate  to  the  defendant,  does 
not  show  an  acknowledgment  of  any  subsisting  debt  as  to  such 
account,  but  expressly  negatives  such  inference.  (Id.) 
10.  riNDiNO  upon  Bab  of  Statute— Rulino  upon  Evidence  with- 
out Prejudice. — ^Where  a  finding  that  the  cause  of  action  was 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations  is  supported  by  the  evidenee, 
any  rulings  upon  evidence  which  was  offered  and  received  on  the 
merits  of  the  case,  having  no  relation  to  the  plea  of  the  statute, 
whether  erroneous  or  not,  were  without  prejudice.     (Id.) 

See  Agency,  8;  Bond,  4;  Contract,  27;  Criminal  Law,  13-15; 
Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  2-4;  Husband  and  Wife,  4; 
Mortgage^  1-8;  Pleadings,  6. 

TAXATION. 

1.  Tax  Title— Objections  to  Bvidenob— Beservation  of  Buunos  bt 
Court— Beasonb  not  Stated* — Where  the  defendant  relied  upon  • 
tax  title  derived  from  the  state,  objections  to  the  introduction  of 
which  were  formally  stated,  and  the  defendant  had  full  opportunity 
to  answer  them,  and  rulings  thereupon  were  reserved  with  the  eon- 
tent  of  both  parties,  it  cannot  be  held  that  the  defendant  was  preju- 
diced by  the  final  ruling  excluding  the  title  without  stating  the 
reasons  for  such  ruling.     (Preston  v.  Hirsch,  485.) 

8.  Invalid  Cebtipioatb  op  Sale — ^Failubb  to  Beoitb  Ybass  of  As- 
sessment— ^VoiD  Deed. — ^Under  section  8776  of  the  Political  Code 
requiring  a  certificate  of  sale  by  a  tax  collector  to  the  state  for 
delinquent  assessment  to  recite  the  year  of  the  assessment,  a  cer- 
tificate which  recites  that  the  property  was  assessed  in  the  year  18 — 
is  void  and  a  deed  issued  thereunder  to  the  state  eonvejed  no  title. 
(Id.) 

8.  BxciTAL  OF  Yeas  in  Caption. — The  recital  of  the  year  in  the  cap- 
tion of  the  certificate  is  immateriaL  The  caption  is  no  part  of  the 
certificate  to  which  the  tax  collector  certified,  and  cannot  be  referred 
to  in  aid  of  the  certificate  in  a  matter  required  by  the  statute  to 
appear  therein.     (Id.) 

4.  Peoceedinos  ON  Tax  Sale  in  Invitum — Stmot  Pursuit  of  Stat- 
utes.— ^Proceedings  on  tax  sale  are  m  invitwn,  and  to  be  valid  most 
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TAXATION  (Continued). 

b«  stridi  juris.  The  power  exercised  is  purely  statutorj,  and  tli« 
tteps  directed  bj  the  statute  must  be  strictly  pursued.     (Id.) 

See  Irrigation  District,  1-8;  Lease,  9, 

TBIT8T. 

1.  Bales     bt     Tbusteb— CoNviBifATTON     bt     Court— Absenob     of 

Law — Tebms  or  Instrument  Contkoluno. — ^In  the  absence  of 
express  law  in  this  state  requiring  sales  of  property  by  a  trustee, 
testamentary  or  otherwise,  to  be  confirmed  by  a  court,  resort  must 
be  had  to  the  terms  of  the  instrument  creating  the  trust  and  defining 
the  duties  of  the  trustee  in  determining  whether  the  power  of  sale  is 
unqualified  or  not  subject,  under  any  circumstances,  to  be  eon- 
trolled  or  interfered  with  by  a  court  (Murphy  t.  Union  Trust  Co., 
146.) 

2.  POWEB    0¥    TBUSTEB    TO    BSINVEST    AND    TO    SeLL — CONTIBICATION — 

Spbcitic  Pesfobmancx— Want  or  Jurisdiction. — ^Where  the  in- 
strument ereating  the  trust  vested  the  trustee  with  fuU  title  and 
power  to  change  the  investment  and  to  reinvest  with  full  power  of 
sale  in  relation  to  the  real  property,  the  superior  court  had  no  jar- 
iadiction  of  a  petition  by  the  trustee  to  confirm  a  proposed  bid,  nn- 
less  a  higher  bid  is  obtained  in  court,  or  of  an  intervention  by  the 
proposed  purchaser  to  enforce  a  confirmation  of  the  sale  by  way  of 
specific  performance  of  an  aUeged  contract  of  sale,  and  the  ooort 
properly  dismissed  both  proceedings,  without  reference  to  the  moot 
question  whether  the  alleged  contract  of  sale  did  or  did  not  exist. 
(Id.) 

t.  Enforcement  or  Trust — Complaint— Death  or  Parties — LACHas 
Barbino  Action — General  Dbmxtrrer. — In  an  action  by  the  admin- 
istrator of  a  deceased  wife  against  the  administratrix  of  the  de- 
ceased husband  to  enforce  a  trust,  where  the  complaint  shows  that 
the  trust  arose  out  of  a  transaction  occurring  more  than  forty-five 
years  before  the  action  was  begun,  that  there  was  no  aeeounting 
between  the  parties,  that  an  accounting  would  involve  purchases 
and  sales  extending  through  more  than  forty-five  years,  and  after 
their  death,  it  is  manifest  that  the  court  cannot  do  complete  justice 
at  so  late  a  day,  such  laches  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  complaint 
as  to  bar  any  right  of  action,  and  the  defense  thereof  may  be 
raised  by  general  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  which  it  was  error  to 
overrule.     (Elliott  v.  Clark,  8.) 

4.  AcoouNTiNO  or  Trust  Moneys — ^Pleading — ^Absence  or  Demub- 
BER  TO  Complaint — Inferential  Averment— Deposit  ik  Bank  in 
Trust. — In  an  action  for  an  accounting  of  money  alleged  to  have 
been  delivered  in  trust  by  plaintiff  to  the  defendant,  although  the 
eomplaint  does  not  in  direct  terms  allege  that  defendant  accepted  the 
won«y  in  trusty  or  agrfged  to  keep,  deposit  or  invest  it  for  the  plaia- 
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tiff,  jet,  in  the  absence  of  any  demurrer,  it  is  snfBcient  tbat  sueli 
essential  fact  appears  inferentiallj  from  an  averment  that  the  de- 
fendant deposited  a  specified  part  of  the  monej  in  a  certain  saTlngs 
bank  in  trust  for  the  plaintiff.     (Dillon  ▼.  Gross,  766.) 

6.  Action  in  Eqxtitt — Jusy  Trial. — The  court  ifas  justified  in  treat- 
ing the  action  as  one  in  equity,  in  which  the  defendant  was  not  en- 
titled to  a  jury  triaL     (Id.) 

6.  CtoNTiNuiNe  Trust — Statuts  of  Limitations — ^Demand  and  Bi- 
rusAL. — ^Where  the  case  made  hj  the  pleadings  and  the  evidence 
was  a  continuing  trust,  the  statute  of  limitations  did  not  commence 
ontil  demand  and  a  refusal  of  the  defendant  to  account  for  the 
money  which  occurred  shortly  before  the  action  was  begun.     (Id.) 

f.  Findings — Consistency — ^Monky  Paid  Dubino  Minority  and  Af- 
ter Majority. — Held,  that  a  finding  that  as  to  money  paid  by 
plaintiff  to  defendant  during  his  minority,  the  defendant,  who  was 
plaintiff's  father,  did  not  relinquish  his  right  to  the  money  so  paid, 
is  not  inconsistent  with  a  finding  that  the  money  delivered  to  plain- 
tiff after  majority  was  delivered  to  defendant  in  trust,  to  be  kept 
invested  and  deposited  for  plaintiff.     (Id.) 

ft.  Accounting — Payments  by  Defendant — Counterclaim — Com- 
pensation OF  Cross-demands. — In  the  accounting  between  the  par- 
ties, payments  made  by  defendant  to  plaintiff,  defendant  is  en- 
titled to  credit  for,  though  pleaded  as  a  counterclaim,  and  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations  cannot  apply  to  the  right  to  such  credits.  The 
cross-demands  must  be  deemed  compensated  so  far  as  they  equal 
each  other,  under  section  440  of  the  Code  of  Civil  Procednsa. 
(M.) 

See  Agonal  8;  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  6. 

UlTLAWFUL  DETAINES.    Bee  Lease,  8. 

VENDOB  AND  VENDEE.    See  Agency,  10-12;  Specific  Performallei^ 

VENUE.    See  Place  of  TriaL 

WABBANTY.    See  Agency,  1-3;  Contract,  18. 

WATBB  AND  WATEB  BIGHTa 

1.  Watee  Bights — Water  Flowing  from  Wells  on  Abandoned  Oil 
Claim — Ineffective  Deed. — ^Where  an  oil  mining  claim  has  been 
abandoned  by  the  owner,  after  sinking  several  wells  thereon,  without 
the  discovery  of  oil,  the  abandoned  claim  reverts  to  its  original 
status  as  part  of  the  public  domain ;  and  a  subsequent  deed  from  the 
original  owner,  conveying  all  right  in  the  land  and  ia  the  weDs 
6  GaL  App.— « 
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WATEB  AND  WATER  RIGHTS  (Continued). 

and  water  therein  and  floivlng  therefrom,  ii  ineffective  to  eonvej 
any  interest  in  the  land  or  water.     (Wolfskin  t.  Smith,  176.) 

8.  Afpbopbiation  or  Watib  in  Stiksams  om  Publio  Land — Obioin 
Immatxbial — ^Peboolatiok. — ^Water  flowing  in  a  stream  on  public 
land,  whether  from  a  spring,  or  from  abandoned  wells  situated 
thereon,  is  subject  to  appropriation  under  section  410  of  the  Ciyil 
Code.  The  fact  that  the  stream  maj  be  owing  to  the  percolation 
of  water,  whether  caused  naturallj  in  a  flowing  spring  or  artifidallj 
in  flowing  wells  bored  in  the  ground,  is  immaterial.  The  stream  in 
each  case  is  equaUj  the  subject  of  appropriation.     (Id.) 

$.  Modi  ov  Appbopbiation — ^Noticb-^Diuozmt  Pbosbcdtion  of  Wobk 
— ^Relation  to  Notice — Hindbange  bt  Settlbb. — ^Under  the  Civil 
Code,  the  posting  of  the  notice  of  claim  to  the  water  does  not  alone 
constitute  an  appropriation,  but  within  siztj  days  thereafter  the 
construction  of  the  means  of  diversion  must  be  commenced  and  pros- 
ecuted diligently  and  uninterruptedly,  and  when  completed  the 
claimant's  right  to  the  use  of  the  water  relates  to  the  time  of  post- 
ing the  notice.  But  where  the  wells  were  capped  by  a  subsequent 
settler  on  the  land  so  as  to  hinder  the  completion  of  the  work,  said 
settler  is  in  no  condition  to  assert  that  the  claimant  had  failed  to 
prosecute  the  work  with  diligence  and  to  become  an  active  appro- 
priator.     (Id.) 

4b  Pbiobity  op  Right  or  Wat  Against  Sbttlebs. — Under  the  aet  of 
Congress  of  July  16,  1866,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  the  right 
of  way  for  vested  and  accrued  water  rights  and  rights  to  ditches 
used  in  connection  therewith  are  assured  against  subsequent  set- 
tlers and  homestead  claimants.     (Id.) 

5.  ErrEOT  or  Posting  Notige*-Yest£D  Right. — ^By  posting  the  no- 
tiee  of  claim  in  a  conspicuous  place  at  each  of  the  wells,  before  any 
settlement  including  the  same,  the  claimant  became  vested  with  the 
right  to  use  the  stream  of  water  flowing  therefrom,  together  with 
the  right  to  construct  ovc^  and  across  the  land  the  necessary  ditches 
to  convert  and  conduct  the  same  to  the  place  of  intended  use,  as 
against  any  subsequent  settlers  whose  daim  included  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof.     (Id.) 

C  BiTmoiENT  Bboobd  or  Notioe— ^Acknowledgment  not  Rsquibba. 
Where  the  notice  posted  at  each  well  was  identical,  it  was  only 
necessaiy  to  record  one  copy  thereof,  and  no  acknowledgment  of 
the  notice  waa  necessary  to  insure  its  proper  record.  The  purpose 
of  recording  is  to  furnish  notice  of  claimant's  rights  to  subsequent 
settlers  upon  the  land,  or  subsequent  appropriators  of  the  water;  and 
the  record  of  a  single  copy  of  the  notice  is  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose.    (Id.) 

?•  Right  or  Wat  roa  Pipb-une. — ^The  fact  that  one  of  the  defend- 
ants, prior  to  plaintiff's  appropriation  of  the  stream  of  water,  had 
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WATER  AND  WATER  RIGHTS  ( Continued). 

taken  steps  to  obtain  a  right  of  way  for  a  pipe-line  oyer  the  land, 
the  boundaries  of  which  proposed  ri^ht  of  way  included  the  land 
on  which  the  wells  were  located,  gave  him  no  right  as  against  plain- 
tiff's  appropriation  of  the  stream  of  ivater  flowing  therefrom. 
(Id.) 
8.  Limit  of  Vested  Water  Right — Development  or  Additional 
Wells  not  Included. — The  vested  water  right  belonging  to  the 
appropriator  of  the  stream  of  water  flowing  from  the  existing  wells, 
as  against  subsequent  claimants  of  the  land,  is  limited  to  the  right 
to  complete  the  construction  of  the  ditch  so  as  to  divert  such  stream 
to  the  point  of  intended  use,  and  does  not  include  the  right  to 
enter  upon  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  developing  water  bj  boring 
additional  wells.     (Id.) 

See  Eminent  Domain,  7-11. 
WILLa    See  Estates  of  Deceased  Persons,  5-12. 
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